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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  
1 9 9 4  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N
Revision Date: 03/02/94-________

Title: An Act relating to a certificate of title

for a mobile home._______________________

Sponsor: Representative Porter__________

F I S C A L  N O T E

Dept. Affected: 

BRU:

Component:

No. 1
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■ ■.Public Safety________________________

Motor Vehicles_______________________

Field Services________________________

Requestor: H.STA COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 5 0 2
EXPENDrTURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (inflation not included)

OPERATING FY 95 FY 96 FY 97- FY 98 FY 99 FY 00

PEPSONAL SERVICES 110.0 110.0 110.0 • 110.0 110.0 110.0
ItSAVEL

CON TRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT 30.0 0 0 0 0 0
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CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

C H A N G E  M  REVENUES (1006) 

f U w n w  Cod*

250.0 250.0 250.0 250.0 250.0 250.0
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1006 GF/MHT1A

Other
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Department of Public Saf : Fiscal Note Analysis SSHB 358 Page 2 of 2
This b i l l  requires the Division of Motor Vehicles to issue t i t l e s  to a i l  mobile home owners. For the purposes of th is fisca l note analysis, che mobile heme industry in Alaska has advised they se ll approximately 1,500 mobile hemes a year and another 1,0C0 homes are sold by individual owners. This would require the division to t i t l e  approximately 2,500 mobile homes yearly.
Based on thi3 information, three full-time Motor Vehicle Representative I I ' s  would be required. Sinca th is b i l l  requires owners to t i t l e  the mobile homes, one of the positions would be used to do the research on a l l  of the older mobile hemes. Research is very labor intensive since the t i t l e s  w ill not atay on the computer system i f  there has been m activ ity  for several years. The periodic purging of records is done to reduce computer storage costs. Since mobile hemes were not required to be registered there is usually no activ ity  on the’ record a fte r the in i t i a l  t i t l e  issuance. The other two positions would be used to issue mobile home t i t l e s .  I t  is anticipated these position would be locatad in Anchorage sinca the majority of the mobile home sales occur in th a t area of the ntate.

C O S T  S U M M A R Y

Personnel
3 PFT Motor Vehicle Representative I I 's  (range 9) 
Equipment
3 Computer workstatioua 010.0 each

llt.O

30.0
TOTAL 140.0
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M a s k a  ^ t a t e  I C e g tB l a *  t e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B r i a n  S. P o r t e r

CHAIRMAN HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
MEMBERHOUSE LABOR a COMMERCE COMMITTEE SELECT COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE ETHICS
MEMBER FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEES DEPARTMENT OP LAW DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY COURTS

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T
D ISTR IC T  20

SESSION:STATE CAPITOL. ROOM 118 JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 ■ 1182 PHONE: 19071 485-4930 FAX: 1907)465-3834
INTERIM:716 W. 4TH AVE.. SUITE 640 ANCHORAGE. AK 99501-2133 PHONE: (9071258-8197 FAX: (9071 258-5S10

When the legislature passed the final version of SB 99, the Governor's 
Omnibus Fee and Cost Reduction bill, the Department of Motor Vehicles' 
authority to issue titles to mobile homes was repealed. This change has 
significantly lengthened the time involved in selling or purchasing mobile 
hom es .

Previously, financing could be arranged when the lender was presented 
with the title, which was easily accessible through the DMV. As it is now, 
when a potential buyer approaches a financial institution about mobile 
home financing, a UCC search will need to be made on all prior owners, 
both with the State and with the district in which the mobile home is 
located.

As mobile homes are sold and titles cease to be issued, it will be 
increasingly difficult for consumers, lenders and dealers alike to determine 
whether or not a mobile home is encumbered or who a lean or mortgage 
holder might be. Without DMV titles, there is no public notice of a person's 
ownership interest in a mobile home.

If mobile home sales become more difficult to finance, then the value of 
everyone's home is reduced.

Dealers, financial institutions and consumers are in agreement that they 
themselves should pay an appropriate fee to cover the costs of maintaining 
a title system. The costs of UCC searches, both in time and money, far 
outway the potential cost of titling/registration.

Resumption of the DMV titling process would certainly eliminate a lot of 
time and confusion for both the public and financial institutions with the 
transfer and documentation of mobile homes.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
3 1 1 1  C S t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 3

H o n o r a b l e  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e :

F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  B a n k  of A n c h o r a g e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  
t h e  S t a t e  r e c o n s i d e r  i t s  1 9 9 3  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
D i v i s i o n  of M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  n o  l o n g e r  i s s u i n g  t i t l e s  t o  m o b i l e  
h o m e s .  <^As m o b i l e  h o m e s  a r e  s o l d  a n d  t i t l e s  c e a s e  t o  b e  
i s s u e d ,  it w i l l  b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  c o n s u m e r s ,  
l e n d e r s  a n d  d e a l e r s  a l i k e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  or  n o t  a m o b i l e  
h o m e  is e n c u m b e r e d  o r  w h o  a l i e n  o r  m o r t g a g e  h o l d e r  m i g h t  be.

W h e n  l e n d i n g  a g a i n s t  a m o b i l e  h o m e  f o r  w h i c h  n o  c u r r e n t  t i t l e  
e x i s t s ,  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  h a v e  t o  u s e  e x t r e m e  
c a u t i o n .  W h e n  a p o t e n t i a l  b u y e r  a p p r o a c h e s  a f i n a n c i a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n  a b o u t  m o b i l e  h o m e  f i n a n c i n g ,  i t  w i l l  b e  i m p e r a t i v e  
t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a c l e a r  r e c o r d  o f  a l l  p r e v i o u s  o w n e r s  o f  t h e  
m o b i l e  h o m e  t h a t  t h e y  w i s h  t o  p u r c h a s e .  A  U C C  s e a r c h  w i l l  
n e e d  t o  b e  r e q u e s t e d  o n  a l l  p r i o r  o w n e r s ,  b o t h  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  
a n d  w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  m o b i l e  h o m e  is l o c a t e d .  A  
s e a r c h ,  w i t h  c o p i e s  of a n y  l i e n  d o c u m e n t s  t h a t  m a y  b e  i n  
e x i s t e n c e ,  c u r r e n t l y  c o s t s  $ 1 5 . 0 0  p e r  n a m e  p e r  d i s t r i c t  i n  
w h i c h  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is r e q u e s t e d .  E v e n  a f t e r  a t h o r o u g h  
s e a r c h  of b o t h  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t ' s  r e c o r d s ,  i t  is 
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a l i e n  m a y  e x i s t  i n  a n o t h e r  d i s t r i c t  ( w h e r e  a 
p r i o r  o w n e r  m a y  h a v e  h a d  t h e  m o b i l e  h o m e  a t  o n e  t i m e ) .  Aside') 
f r o m  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  S t a t e ' s  r e c o r d s  a n d  e a c h  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
34 d i s t r i c t ' s  r e c o r d s  f o r  l i e n s  a g a i n s t  a l l  p r i o r  o w n e r s ,  it 
is impossible, t o  v e r i f y  t h a t  a m o b i l e  h o m e  is u n e n c u m b e r e d .
It  is a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  d o e s  n o t  
g u a r a n t y  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  i t ' s  o w n  s e a r c h .

A n  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  s e t  o f  p r o b l e m s  w i l l  b e  c r e a t e d  w h e n  
i n d i v i d u a l  s e l l e r s  e l e c t  t o  " c a r r y "  t h e  f i n a n c i n g  t h e m s e l v e s .  
It  is m y  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h i s  m e t h o d  o f  f i n a n c i n g  w i l l  c e a s e .

P a g e  1 o f  2
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C o n s u m e r s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  p r o b l e m s  w h e n  p u r c h a s i n g  a u s e d  
m o b i l e  h o m e  w i t h  t h e i r  own f u n d s .  N o t  o n l y  a r e  t h e y  l i k e l y  to  
b e  h e s i t a n t  to  p u r c h a s e  a m o b i l e  h o m e ,  a t  a c o s t  of a n y w h e r e  
f r o m  b e t w e e n  $ 5 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 ,  a n d  n o t  b e  g i v e n  a T i t l e  b u t ,  
b e c a u s e  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  h a s  l i t t l e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  
C o m m e r c i a l  Code, t h e y  w i l l  b e  i l l - p r e p a r e d  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  p u r c h a s i n g  a m o b i l e  h o m e  w h i c h  
m a y  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  e x i s t i n g  l i e n s ,  o r  w o r s e  y e t ,  p u r c h a s i n g  it 
f r o m  s o m e o n e  w h o  d o e s n ’t h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l l  it. A n y o n e  
c a n  d r a f t  a b i l l  o f  sale, c l a i m i n g  t o  o w n  a m o b i l e  home, a n d  
t h e n  s e l l  i t  t o  an u n w i t t i n g  b u y e r .  A s  t h e  e c o n o m y  p i c k s  up, 
t h e  s a l e  o f  b o t h  n e w  a n d  u s e d  m o b i l e  h o m e s  is p i c k i n g  u p  a s  
w e l l .  T h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  f r a u d u l e n t  t r a n s f e r  o f  o w n e r s h i p  
l o o m s  m u c h  l a r g e r  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  in pl a c e .

S t a t e  b u d g e t  c o n s t r a i n t s  a r e  t o  b l a m e  f o r  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  
o f  D M V  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  m o b i l e  h o m e  t i t l e s ,  t h e n  d e a l e r s ,  
f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  or t h e  c o n s u m e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  s h o u l d  p a y  
a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  f e e  t o  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t s  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  a t i t l e  
s y s t e m .  T h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  U C C  s e a r c h e s ,  b o t h  i n  t i m e  a n d  m o n e y ,  
f a r  e x c e e d s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  c o s t  o f  t i t l i n g / r e g i s t r a t i o n .

O n c e  a g a i n ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  y o u  t a k e  t i m e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  in t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  b o t h  t h e  A l a s k a n  c o n s u m e r  a n d  
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  w h o m  t h e y  t u r n  f o r  f i n a n c i n g .

T h a n k  y o u  i n  a d v a n c e  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

D i v i s i o n
- 3 5 6 3

cc: L e o n a r d  H. G r o s s ,  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t
S o u t h w o o d  M a n o r ,  Inc.

C R A  A S S E S S M E N T  F A C T O R  V - K
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A L A S K A  M A N U F A C T U R E D  H O U S I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N  

Septem ber 21, 1993

Senator Tim Kelly
716 W 4th Ave., Suite 400
Anchorage, AK 99501-2133

Dear Senator Tim:

Enclosed p lease  find a  letter of support for am ending  SB 99 from Dick 
Enberg. You may already have received it directly.

As you know, the A laska M anufactured Housing A ssociation is acutely 
aw are  of th e  problem s being ex p erien ced  by the  lending institutions, 
which also c rea te  problems for the  mobile home industry. If mobile home 
sa les  becom e more difficult to finance, then the value of everyone's home 
is reduced. We hope the Legislature recognizes the hardship caused by the 
elimination of title registration by D.M.V.

AMHA has no objection to the setting of a  r e a so n a b le  fee for title 
registration or transfer. We would expect the  program  to be expense  
neu tra l .

We wish to exp ress  our appreciation to you for attending our meeting of 
Septem ber 16 and your willingness to sponsor the  am endatory  bill.

S incere ly ,

Cy.

Bernard L. Marsh 
Executive Secre tary

BLM:ckf

cc: Ira Walker
Leonard Gross

2 5 S O  D e n a l i  S t r e e t  ~ S u i t e  5 0 4  ~ A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 3  -  ( 9 0 7 )  2 7 8 - 3 6 1 5
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R E A l  T O R S ®
iSiS O L D  DAIRY RO. SUITS 103. JUNEAU, A K  9?80; 

Cir. <907) 790-4848 FAX <907) 790-4800

DATE: M A R C H  2, 1994

TO: R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A L  V B S 2 Y
S T ATE A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E  \

FROM: T E R R Y  A. WHITBSCX, B R O K E R  
A L L  STAR, R E ALTORS 
JUNEAU, A L A S K A

RE: H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 358

T h i s  is t e s t i m o n y  in support of House B i l l  358 all o w i n g  owners of 
m o b i l e  homes to secure a c e r t i f i c a t e  of title from the Dep a r t m e n t  of 
P u b l i c  Safety,

I a m  the B r o k e r / O w n e r  of A l l  Star, R e a l t o r s  in Juneau, Alaska. Our 
c o m p a n y  is  the m a r k e t  le a d e r  of the J u n e a u  Multiple L i s t i n g  Serv i c e  
(JMLS) in the m o b i l e  homes in parks m a r ket. Of the 61 m o b i l e  homes in 
parks l i s t e d  w i t h  JMLS s i n c e  1/1/93 w e  ha v e  listed 52%. All Star, 
R e a l t o r s  al s o  s o l d  61% of the mo b i l e  h o m e s  sold t h r o u g h  JMLS 3ince 
J a n u a r y  1, 1993.

Of t h e  897 m o b i l e  homes i n  10 parks in  Juneau, a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6% to 10% 
w i l l  b e  for sale d u r i n g  t h e  year. A p p r o x i m a t e l y  7% of this 897 b e l o n g  
t o  out of t o w n  owners.

T h e  s i t u a t i o n  of  t r e a t i n g  m o b i l e  homes i n  parks as personal p r o p e r t y  
w i t h o u t  a n y  s o r b  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  or r e c o r d i n g  of liens leaves the 
o w n e r  and p o t e n t i a l  b u y e r  w i t h o u t  a n y  p r o t e c t i o n  of o w n e r s h i p  of t h e i r  
h o m e  o r  asset.

W i t h o u t  a t i t l e  t h e r e  is n o  way of k n o w i n g  for c e r t a i n  that the p e r s o n  
s e l l i n g  t h e  m o b i l e  home is the legal owner. A n o t h e r  r e l a t e d  q u e s t i o n  
is w h e t h e r  t h e  o w n e r  ha3 t h e  right to  sell w i t hout pa y i n g  off a 
lienholder.

C u r r e n t l y  the o n l y  w a y  we  h a v e  to t r a n s f e r  owner s h i p  is though a Bill 
of Sale. This B i l l  of Sa l e  c a n  be p u r c h a s e d  by anyone at any office 
s u p p l y  store a n d  c a n  be c o m p l e t e d  b y  anyone. There t y p i c a l l y  is no 
p r o v i s i o n  for a l i e n h o l d e r  on the Bi l l  of Sale. Since a Bill of Sale 
is f o r  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  i t  cannot be r e c o r d e d  at the State R e c o r d e r '3 
Office.

T h e r e  is n o t h i n g  to p r e v e n t  a d i s h o n e s t  owner from selling a mo b i l e  
h o m e  w i t h o u t  c l e a r  t i d e  t o  an uiisuspeouLug nuyer w h o  lacox xi.ri.aa 
h e / s h e  has p a i d  $35,000 c a s h  for t h e i r  h o m e  only to find out that A l a s k a  
H o u s i n g  F i n a n c e  i 3 f o r e c l o s i n g  due to n o n p a y m e n t  of the mortgage.
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W i t h o u t  a title, h o w  can an honest o wner p r o v e  that he or she does 
i n d e e d  o w n  the m o b i l e  home offered for s-sle.

F u r t h e r ,  w h a t  is to p r e v e n t  a tenant, w h o s e  landlord lives out of
town, f r o m  c r e a t i n g  a Bi l l  of Sale and selling the m o b i l e  home to an
u n s u s p e c t i n g  b u y e r -

F o r  m a n y  y o u n g  c o u p l e s  a mobile home is t h e i r  first h o m e  due both t o  
c o s t  of h o u s i n g  and availability. These couples have n o t  p u r c h a s e d  a 
h o m e  b e f o r e  a n d  h a v e  no w a y  of knowing that a Bill of Sale m a y  not be 
g e n u i n e  o r  w h e t h e r  the pe r s o n  they are dealing" w i t h  is honest.

C o m m o n  c a s h  b u y e r s  of mob i l e  homes are the retirees. T h e s e  folks are
t y p i c a l l y  on  a f ixed income and prefer to pay ca s h  in o r d e r  to keep 
t h e i r  m o n t h l y  e x p e n s e s  at  a minimum. It c o uld be d e v a s t a t i n g  to t h e i r  
h e a l t h  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  w e l l - b e i n g  to buy a m o b i l e  home a n d  face e v i o i t o n  
b y  t h e  r i g h t f u l  o w n e r  or to be told that Alaska Hous i n g  F i n a n c e  
C o r p o r a t i o n  has a m o r t g a g e  on t. jix home.

F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  to protect the real estate a gent from f r a u d  
i n  a m o b i l e  ho m e  sale. T o  date, w e  have re q u i r e d  that sellers p r o d u c e  
a t i t l e  a n d  ha v e  sellers sign the t i tle over to the n e w  buyers, 
h o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  buy e r s  are likely to be sellers some day. H o w  c a n  t h e y  
p r o v e  o w n e r s h i p  to us in the future? How c a n  the real es t a t e  agent 
a s s u r e  a b u y e r  t h e i r  o w n e rship is genuine?

T h o s e  w h o  o w n  and live \n mobile homes c o n s i d e r  them real property. B y  
i s s u i n g - a  c e r t i f i c a t e  c. title, t h e i r  owner s h i p  interests can be 
a s s u r e d  a n d  protected.

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  urge y o u  to pass HB 358.
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O c t o b e r  6, 1993

Wh L T E R  J .  H IC K E L . G O V E R N O R

DEPARTM ENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
SUPPORT SERVICES DIVISION

State Recorder’s Office 
3601 C Street, Suite 1180 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
(907) 762-2437

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  T i m  K e l l y ,  C h a i r  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
716 W. 4th, S u i t e  400 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1 - 2 1 3 3

Re: R e c o r d e r 's / U C C  C o m p o n e n t ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  K e l l y :

Y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  to t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e  
d a t e d  S e p t e m b e r  14, 1993, in s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  R e c o r d e r ' s  O f f i c e  R F L  
1 0 - 4 - 4 0 1 3  w a s  s i n c e r e l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  L B & A  d i d  a p p r o v e  o u r  r e q u e s t  
to r e c e i v e  a n d  e x p e n d  p r o g r a m  r e c e i p t s  in t h e  a m o u n t  o f  $ 8 9 . 6  to 
f u n d  two v a c a n t  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n s e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
u n u s u a l l y  h i g h  r e c o r d i n g  v o l u m e s  o c c u r r i n g  in t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of 
FY94. T h e  i n c r e a s e d  w o r k l o a d  is d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to the l a r g e  
n u m b e r s  of r e f i n a n c e s  o c c u r r i n g  in a l l  c o m p o n e n t  l o c a t i o n s ,  a n d  
g e n e r a l l y  i n c r e a s i n g  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  s t a t e w i d e .

R e c o r d i n g  v o l u m e s  a r e  t y p i c a l l y  c y c l i c a l  a n d  a r e  of c o u r s e  e n t i r e l y  
d e t e r m i n e d  b y  e x t e r n a l  f o r c e s  o v e r  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  no c o n t r o l .  T h e  
u s e r  c o m m u n i t y  w i l l i n g l y  p a y s  for r e c o r d i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  t h e  
c o m p o n e n t  g e n e r a t e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $1 m i l l i o n  in e x c e s s  of its 
r e q u i s i t e  o p e r a t i n g  f u n d s  a n n u a l l y .  T h e  R e v i s e d  P r o g r a m  f u n d i n g  
a p p r o v e d  b y  L B & A  c o m e s  a t  a v e r y  c r i t i c a l  t i m e  f o r  the c o m p o n e n t ,  
w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  f a c i n g  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n a l  b a c k l o g s .

Y o u r  l e t t e r  e x p r e s s e d  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  the t i m e  f r a m e s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  U C C  s e a r c h e s  in the c o m p o n e n t ' s  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s  
a n d  in U C C  C e n t r a l .  W h i l e  all c o m p o n e n t  l o c a t i o n s  s t r i v e  to 
c o m p l e t e  a l l  s e a r c h e s  w i t h i n  24 to 48 h o u r s  o f  r e c e i p t ,  o c c a s i o n a l  
d o c u m e n t  p r o c e s s i n g  b a c k l o g s  e x t e n d  t h i s  t u r n a r o u n d  t i m e  to f i v e  
d a y s  o r  m o r e .  O n e  o f  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  o f f i c e s  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o u r t  S y s t e m  (Seward) h a s  b e e n  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a b o u t  a two w e e k  
t u r n a r o u n d .  Of  c o u r s e ,  t h e  m a i l  t i m e  is a l s o  a f a c t o r  o v e r  w h i c h  
w e  h a v e  no c o n t r o l .  C o n c e i v a b l y ,  t w o  w e e k s  o r  m o r e  c o u l d  e l a p s e  
b e t w e e n  the t i m e  a l e n d e r  s e n d s  a s e a r c h  r e q u e s t  b y  m a i l  a n d  the 
t i m e  t h e  c e r t i f i e d  r e s p o n s e  is r e c e i v e d  b y  r e t u r n  m a i l  a f t e r  
p r o c e s s i n g ,  b u t  t h e  a c t u a l  p r o c e s s i n g  t i m e  is a l m o s t  a l w a y s  l e s s  
t h a n  f i v e  days, a n d  u s u a l l y  less t h a n  two. I n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  the
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S e n a t o r  K e l l y  
O c t o b e r  6, 1993 
P a g e  T w o

A n c h o r a g e  R e c o r d e r ' s  O f f i c e  has o c c a s i o n a l l y  h a d  a m a x i m u m  
t u r n a r o u n d  t i m e  of  u p  to s e v e n  days, b u t  is o r d i n a r i l y  w e l l  w i t h i n  
the 48 h o u r  p r o c e s s i n g  t i m e  frame. T w o  f a c t o r s  s h o u l d  a c t u a l l y  
h e l p  to l e s s e n  t h e  t u r n a r o u n d  t i m e  o n  U C C  s e a r c h e s  s t a t e w i d e .  T h e  
R P L  f u n d i n g  a p p r o v e d  b y  L B & A  last m o n t h  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  
s t a f f i n g  in A n c h o r a g e ,  the s t a t e ' s  l a r g e s t  v o l u m e  o f f i c e ,  a n d  a 
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  d a i l y  w o r k l o a d  of t h e s e  r e c o r d e r s  is t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  
of U C C  s e a r c h e s  in t h e  o r d e r  in w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  r e c e i v e d .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w e  a r e  in the p r o c e s s  of c e m p l e t i n g  a n  a u t o m a t e d  U C C  
s e a r c h  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s ,  s i m i l a r  to that, a l r e a d y  
i m p l e m e n t e d  a t  U C C  C e n t r a l .  A  p i l o t  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  be  in - 
p l a c e  d u r i n g  the s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  of F Y 9 4 .  W h i l e  t h i s  a u t o m a t e d  
p r o g r a m  w o n ' t  r e d u c e  t u r n a r o u n d  t i m e s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  o n  c o p y  
s e a r c h e s  ( s i n c e  the c o p y i n g  p r o c e s s  is e n t i r e l y  m a n u a l ' ,  it w i l l  
s p e e d  u p  t h e  p r o c e s s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n l y  s e a r c h e s ,  
w h i c h  c o m p r i s e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  s e a r c h  v o l u m e  
g e n e r a t e d  s t a t e w i d e .

Y o u r  l e t t e r  a l s o  a d d r e s s e d  D M V ' s  t i t l i n g  of m o b i l e  h o m e s  a n d  the 
e l i m i n a t i o n  of t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  b y  l e g i s l a t i o n  l a s t  s e s s i o n .  F r o m  
f e e d b a c k  w e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d ,  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r o u b l e s o m e  
f o r  the p u b l i c  to a c c e p t .  W e  c o n t i n u e  to g e t  n u m e r o u s  c a l l s  f r o m  
t h e  p u b l i c  w h o  a r e  s e e k i n g  a d v i c e  o n  h o w  to d o c u m e n t  t h e i r  
o w n e r s h i p  o f  m o b i l e  ho m e s .  W e  a r e  u n a b l e  to o f f e r  l e g a l  a d v i c e  of 
this n a t u r e .  T h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  n o t  h a v i n g  a 
p h y s i c a l  d o c u m e n t  of t i t l e  to e v i d e n c e  t h e i r  o w n e r s h i p ,  s u c h  as the 
t i t l e  d o c u m e n t s  f o r m e r l y  i s s u e d  b y  DMV. M a n y  t i m e s  t h e y  a r e  
s e e k i n g  to  r e c o r d  a m o b i l e  h o m e  b i l l  of  s a l e  o r  s i m i l a r  d o c u m e n t  
w h i c h  w e  a r e  u n a b l e  to a c c e p t  d u e  to s t a t u t o r y  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  
r e s t r i c t i o n s .  R e a l  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  c a n  r e c o r d  t h e i r  d e e d s  to p l a c e  
the e n t i r e  w o r l d  o n  n o t i c e  of t h e i r  i n t e r e s t .  W i t h o u t  D M V  titles, 
t h e r e  is n o  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  o f  a p e r s o n ' s  o w n e r s h i p  i n t e r e s t  in a 
m o b i l e  h o m e .

W h i l e  l e n d e r s  c a n  a n d  do f i l e  U C C  f i n a n c i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  o n  m o b i l e  
h o m e s  t h a t  t h e y  fin a n c e ,  t h e r e  is c u r r e n t l y  n o  m e c h a n i s m  for a 
m o b i l e  h o m e  o w n e r  to d o c u m e n t  h i s  o w n e r s h i p  in t h e  p u b l i c  r e c ord. 
Y o u  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  y o u r  i n t e n t  is to s e e  t h a t  th i s  p r o b l e m  is 
a d d r e s s e d  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  in t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n .  R e s u m p t i o n  o f  the D M V  
t i t l i n g  p r o c e s s  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  e l i m i n a t e  a lot o f  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  
for the p u b l i c  a n d  w o u l d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  t h e  n u m b e r  of p u b l i c  
i n q u i r i e s  in o u r  o f f i c e  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t .

O n c e  again, t h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  R e v i s e d  P r o g r a m  
r e q u e s t .  W e  w i l l  e n d e a v o r  to m a x i m i z e  t h i s  i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  w i l l  
t a k e  s t e p s  to a s s u r e  that y o u r  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  U C C  s e a r c h e s  a r e  
p r o m p t l y  a n d  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d .



S e n a t o r  K e l l y  
O c t o b e r  6, 1993 
P a g e  T h r e e

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  m e  at a n y  
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  o u r  c o m p o n e n t  o r  its a c t i v i t i e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S t a t e  R e c o r d e r

cc: N i c o  Bus, A c t i n g  D i r e c t o r
S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n



t BEN MARSH & ASSOCIATES

M EM O

DATE: February 11, 1994
TO: Rep. Brian Porter

FAX: 465-3834
FROM: Ben Marsh, Executive Secretary

Alaska Manufactured Housing Association
FAX: 276-8801

In an attempt to estimate the number of sales or conveyances of mobile homes 
per year in Alaska, I have conducted a survey among our members. Our 
members are mobile home court owners and/or mobile home dealers. As a 
group, we represent about half of the 8000+ mobile homes in Alaska.
Attached hereto is my survey sheet, showing our member courxs, with the 
number of sales or conveyances that occurred in 1993 in circles at each name. 
The numbers include units sold by the court, units bought by the court, and 
changes in ownership within the court. Such changes indicate sales between 
individuals.
The survey sheet shows that 34 members responded and 785 sales were 
reported. A^uminy 1993 wtts a typical year, and our membership speaks for 
one-half the units in Alaska, you can estimate the total number of sales per year 
in Alaska at +1500.\
Another approach Is to consider the 8000 units in Alaska. On the average, 
mobile homes are owned about eight years before re-sale. Thus each year will 
soo about 1000 turn-overs.
Some sales may be duplications. For instance, a dealer's sate may also be 
shown as a park owner's purchase. However, I believe it safe to say that over 
1000 mobile home conveyances occurred in Alaska in 1993.
I hope thie will provido a baeie for the fiscal note for HB 958. If there is further 
information I can provide, let me know. Incidentally, the Juneau parks that 
•responded are Thunder Mountain, Glacier View, Kodzoff, Switzer Village, 
Lemon Creek, Churchill Park, and Sprucewood. Two of these are members of 
AMHA. The owner of Thunder Mountain and Switzer Village are eager to testify 
and there may be others.
Wo havo no mombore In Fairbanks, thoroforo no Fairbanks sales were reported.

2550 D t iu ll Street « Suit* 1510 •  Anchonge, Alaika 99503 •  907/278-4615 *  FAX 907/276-8801
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AHFC

PO Box 101020 

Anchorage, AK ')9510 

54/- H o c

i u m u im , i v n c u  llVV /O lliO  ,n
M b  S 4 LS 5

AK Pacific Venture - Piaza 36 
405 W  27th Ave 

Anchorage, AK 99503

S i 3- 3<??3

Alta Vista Trailer Court /cf\ 

1100 W  32nd Ave ^  

Anchorage, AK 99503 
^17-3037

Baxter Road Trailer Court/3] 

4235 McLean Place #1B 
Anchorage, AK 99504 
2>3>A4.a.x-

Beachcrost Motile Home Court 

11385 N T Highway ( J Q  
Ketchikan, AK 99901

Churchill Park -Wright Service 

3234 Pioneer Ave ( \ \  
Jj.:eau, AK 99801

Creeksldo Estates 

951 E Creekslde Dr. #9 

Wasllla, AK 99654 

373- l o l o

Dimond Estates 

1200 W  Dimond Blvd 

Anchorage, AK 99515

Forest Park Trailer Park /£) 

4223 Westwood Drive ^  

Anchorage, AK 99517 
-2.^5-4747

Glencaren & Nanook Courts 

2221 Muldoon Road 

Anchorage, AK 99504 

3 3 7 - ? * ^

Green Acres Q )
8020 Chipper Tree Circle 

Anchorage, AK 99h07 

3 ¥ V  A3o 3

Hawkins Enterprises 

PO Box 140330 

Anchorage, AK 99514 
3 3 3 - ^ 5 “

Kathy 'O Estates (7) 
909 Chugach Way #12 

Anchorage, AK 99503

Manoog's Isle MHP / i f )  
PO Box 1563 

Anchorage, AK 99510 

SC.S- 3380-

C/OB. Packa Knowlton’sjglet View MHP Malaspina Park/Glacler Terrace

4100 Do8arr J

Anchorage. AK 99504 ^ ^

333-4o U.

's Ink
PO Box 770394 (©)

Eagle River, AK 99577

Mayflower Circle Park 

6208 Stadem Drive 

Anchorage, AK 99504 
333- C o

McRae Court 

2702 McRae Road #1 
Anchorage, AK 99517J.f3« m s

(3

Miller’s MHP 

PO Box 91464 

Anchorage, AK 99509 

SCX - 71  So

© Penguin Trailer Court /£\) 

1918 Wellington Place 

Wenatchee, W A  98801 

S it -SSI c (So?) £43-4 85/

Penland MHP 

3620 Penland Pkwy 

Anchorage, AK 99508 
.274' a x *  a*

Penland Sales, Inc.

3620 Penland Pkwy vZj/ 

Anchorage, AK 99503a/n-72.7 s
Range View MHP 

905 Muldoon Road #A; 

Anchorage, AK 99504 
333-* 5T887

Riviera Terrace MHP {I 

3307 Boniface Pkwy Sp 9B 

Anchorage, AK 99504 
33 3-^380

Scenic View Mobile Home Ct 

6747 Double Tree Ct /sf) 

Anchorage, AK 99516 

£i.a.-375*f

Soulhwood Manor MHP 
9499 Brayton Dr #68 

Anchorage, AK 99507 

3 fV -o i 11

Thomas Properties 

PO Box 90906 

Anchorage, AK 99509 S*4/- 75*7 S
Thunder Mountain MHP 

8479 Thunder Mtn Road 

Juneau, AK 99801

7 8 V 7 S S $

Top Hand Trailer Court (“j\ 

2409 McRae W

Anchorage, AK 99503 

M S - Z U I

5* Pm*«S Vv̂ — (Th )•  . .  •« L  I .>

Twin Birch Trailer Court 

2920 Tudor Road ^

Anchorage, AK 99507 5*43-3oo4



DIVISION O F  LEGAL S E R V IC E S
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450
FA X  (907) 465-2029 130 Seward Street, Suite 409
M ail Stop 3 10 1 Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M  March 8, 1.994 £ > _  _

SUBJECT: Mobile home titles - (HB 358)
I vi,; ' x

TO: Representative Brian Porter

FROM: Michael F. Ford .
Legislative Counsel

You have asked a series of questions regarding titles for mobile homes. Generally 
the legislature is free to create any system it chooses for providing title to a mobile 
hom e purchaser. In the past, the D epartm ent of Public Safety issued titles to mobile 
home owners, in a the same m anner as the system for issuing title to a m otor vehicle 
owner. U nder HB 358, the D epartm ent of Public Safety would again be issuing titles 
to mobile home owners. The following are your questions, with our response:

1. Is a title issued through DMV the best way to do this?

This answer depends on the ; irpose for issuing the title. If the purpose for issuing 
title is to indicate ownership ui the same m anner as a m otor vehicle title, then the 
DM V system would seem to have . ome advantages. The departm en t already issues 
titles for motor vehicles and has issued mobile home titles in the past. It would seem  
a relatively minor change to require DMV to add mobile homes to the process. The 
fiscal impact could be negated by simply charging an app rop ria te  amount for issuing 
the title.

2. W hat o ther means are currently available to establish reasonable assurance of 
ownership?

Ownership of a mobile home can be established by possession, by a  bill o f sale, or 
by any written or oral evidence that the person is the rightful owner.

3. Is there a better way to establish p roo f o f ownership or a public record of 
ownership?

I don’t know that another system would be uetter, but the legislature could create a 
different system than that contemplated by HB 358. The system could be similar to
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the title system used to reflect ownership of a m otor vehicle, but could be adminis­
tered by ano ther department, such as Commerce and Econom ic Development. There 
will be administrative costs to any system. The only existing system I know of is the 
one in DMV.

4. Is a U.C.C. filing an appropriate vehicle for mobile homes?

I don’t, believe that the U.C.C. is the appropriate place for handing mobile home 
titling. The U.C.C. filing system is a generic system primarily designed for 
establishing security interests in personal property, not for recording titles. It would 
be inconsistent with the uniform purpose of the U.C.C to set up some type of special 
mobile home ownership system within the U.C C. itself. However, the physical 
recording system could also be used for recording titles under a separate statute.

5. Would a filing of a bill of sale, warranty deed, or quitclaim deed be an appropri­
ate vehicle?

If the goal is to assure ownership, either a title from a state agency, or a bill of sale 
would likely be sufficient. A deed would not seem  appropria te in that deeds usually 
are only provided for real property. While a mobile home may be covered in a deed 
as an improvement to real property, a deed would not normally be used when only 
the ownership of the mobile home is in question.

6. W hat would have to be done to get title insurance companies to issue policies on 
mobile homes?

I am not aware that title insurance is unavailable for mobile home owners. There is 
nothing in existing law that prohibits a title insurer from issuing title insurance on a 
mobile home. Under AS 21.66.480 "title insurance" is defined as insurance for the 
owner of real or personal property against liens, defects, o r unm arketable titles. 
Therefore under existing law a title insurer could issue title insurance for a mobile 
home. Before issuing title insurance, a title insurer must first m ake a determ ination 
that the title is insurable in accordance with established underwriting practices (See 
AS 21.66.170). If title insurance is not available due to a lack of evidence of a title 
for a mobile home, perhaps a state system for issuing titles would alleviate this 
problem. I would suggest you also contact the division of insurance on this m atter. 
They may have further information on title insurance underwriting requirements.

If you have further questions on these m atters please contact me.
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DIVISION O F  LEGAL S E R V IC E S
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
1907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

130 Seward Street. Suite 409 
Juneau. Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M M arch 17, 1994

SUBJECT: Registration of mobile homes - (HB 358)

TO: Representative Al Vezey

/UlJ'FROM: Michael F. Ford 
Legislative Counsel

You have asked several questions relating to registration and titling procedures of the 
D epartm ent of Public Safety. Each question will be addressed in turn.

1. Given that the departm en t registers house trailers and not mobile homes, what 
is the difference between the two.

While neither term  is defined, I believe that house trailer is intended to cover a 
vehicle that is designed to be towed behind a ano th e r vehicle on a frequen t basis, 
while a mobile home is a vehicle that may be moved or towed on a highway, but is 
not designed to be moved or towed frequently.

2. W hat means can be established to provide clear title to a mobile home owner.

Probably the best system is some form of title issued by the state, sim ilar to car titles. 
The D epartm en t of PubliG Safety used to issue titles for mobile homes and could be 
authorized to do so again. Also, there is already existing law that sets guidelines as 
to what the sta te would require in order to issue a title in situations where ownership 
is in question. See AS 28.10.216.

3. Can the sta te require a quiet title action or affidavit in o rder to establish clear 
title.

The state can impose any requirem ents necessary to prove ownership, including an 
affidavit, a judgm ent o f a court, a bill of sale o r some o ther method.

4. W hat legal restraints are there on title companies that would prevent issuance of 
title insurance on a mobile home or house trailer.
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The cnlv impediment to title insurance is that the title must be "insurable." This 
means that under the established underwriting practices, that the insurer is confident 
that the person insured in the legal owner of the property. If there is doubt as to the 
ownership, then the title company could decline to issue the insurance. See 
AS 21.66.170.

5. How ca r the D epartm ent of Public Safety be authorized to issue titles for mobile 
homes without getting bogged down in title searches.

If the problem  is avoiding extra administrative costs in providing clear title, the 
legislature could shift the burden of providing clear evidence of ownership to the 
'ipplicant. In short, the departm ent would only issue mobile home titles when 
adequate p roof o f ownership is provided. This should reduce the administrative cost 
to a minimum.

Please contact me if you have further questions.
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Senator Pearce, Co-Chair Senate Finance 

Representative Brian Porter, Chair House J u d ic i a |y ^ ^ r e ­

schedule Request®

Please schedule HB 358, Mobile Home Certificates of Title, at your earliest 
convenience. This legislation enables the DMV to resume issuing titles to 
mobile home owners. HB 358 has encountered no opposition throughout 
the entire legislative process, was waived by House Finance and should 
take very little of your time.

Your timely consideration with this matter is greatly appreciated.
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