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SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. I83(TRA)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Offered: 4/13/%4
Referred: Finance

Sponsor(S):  REPRESENTATIVES JAVES, Mulder

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act directing the identification and delineation of a transportation and utility
corridor between Fairbanks and the Seward Peninsula; and providing for an

effective date."”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 19.25 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 19.25.123. FAIRBANKS - SEWARD PENINSULA TRANSPORTATION
AND UTILITY CORRIDOR, (a) Subject to legislative appropriation, the department
shall identify and delineate a proposed transportation and utility corridor between
Fairbanks and the western end of the Seward Peninsula.
(b) In performing the work required by (a) of this section,

(1) the railroad alignment and identification of a railroad right-of-way
of not less than 500 feet, together with adjacent sites that can be developed for
necessary construction materials, shall guide the identification and delineation of the
corridor; and

HB0183f -1- SCS CSHB 183(TRA)
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(2) the department shall consider the following factors:

(A) grade and alignment standards that are commensurate with
rail and road construction standards;

(B) availability of construction materials;

(C) safety;

(D) impacts on and service to adjacent communities;

(E) environmental concerns;

(F) use of public land to the maximum degree possible;

(G) minimization of probable construction costs;

(H) the location of, and the opportunity to obtain access to,
identified natural resources that could contribute significantly to the state’s
economic development; and

(I) prior and established traditional uses.

(c)  Within 90 days after receiving a report transmitting the work of the
department under (a) of this section, the commissioner shaM in conformity with
AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), if necessary, adopt a regulation approving,
modifying, or rejecting the proposed corridor.

(d)If the commissioner approves or modifies the proposed corridor when
presented under (c) of this section,

(1) the Department of Natural Resources shall promptly classify, or
reclassify, and reserve any state land within the corridor and at adjacent sites that can
be developed for necessary construction materials for uiie as a corridor; and

(2) thedepartment shall

(A) subject to legislative appropriation, exercise its authority
under AS 19.05.040 to acquire rights-of-way across landwithin  the corridor
that is subject to the state’s power of condemnation; and

(B) work with federal officials to secure reclassification and
withdrawal of federal land in the corridor for reservations andrights-of-way
across the federal land for use as a corridor.

(e) The requirements of AS 38.05 (Alaska Land Act) relating to classification

and reclassification of land are inapplicable to actions taken under this section.

SCS CSHB 183(TRA) -2- HB0183f
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() To complete the work required by this section, the commissioner may
accept any legal gifts and grants and may enter into contracts or other transactions or
agreements relating to it with the federal government, an agency or instrumentality of
the state, a municipaluy, or a private organization.

() In this section, "corridor" means the transportationand utility corridor
required to be identified and delineated by (a) of this section.

* Sec. 2. AS 19.25.123, added by sec. 1 ofthis Act, is repealed July 1,2055.
* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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Department of Transportation
and Public Facilities

28 EION

BILL NO: HB 183 APPROVED:

TITLE: Transportation Corridor: DATE: March 3, 1993
Fairbanks - Nome

DOT&PF is available to perform this work if authorized and funded.
The information gained would be valuable in terms of identifying a
future corridor and in protecting it during subsequent land
management/land use planning exercises. The information would
also be useful to future transportation planning and development

exercises.

Development of access within the resulting corridor would support
expansion of the state’s resource-based industries. It would also
serve surface transportation between Europe/Asia and North

America.

The department is opposed to Section 1(E)(2).

For Further Information contact Katy Mcllugh at 465-3904.






&la3ka Hs>tate legislature

REPRESENTATIVE
JEANNETTE JAMES
PQ B 5662

North Pole, Alaska 9B
(907) 488-1546

FAX (907) 488-9006
House District 34 of Bepresentatlbes

MEMO

DATE: 4/14/94

TO: Senate Finance
FROM: Rep. Jeannette
ATTN: Sen. Pierce and

RE: CSHB 183(TRA)

Please schedule HB 183(TRA) for a hearing in Senate
finance committee at your earliest opportunity.

Attached is a bill history and a copy of the new CS.
Thank you.

AIERIRTIENY
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska
IR
(907) 465-3743
FAX (907) 465-2381



Alaska is>tate 3Lejjtslattiu

REPRESENTATIVE Whilg in Jungju
JEANNETTE JAMES State Capitol
P.O. Box 56622 Juneau. Alaska
North Pole. Alaska 99705 99801-t18
(907) 488-0862 (907) 465-3745
House District 34

$ouse <O©f "Representative*

Sponsor Statement HB 182 & HB 183

By Rep. Jeannette James
Revised: 3/30/93

HB 182 and HB 183 are intended to initiate preliminary and
ultimately result in final action necessary to properly review,
identify and survey the best options for the establishment of a
transportation/utility corridor from the Interior's existing
transportation distribution hub to the western area of the Seward
Peninsula near Nome.

The future of Alaskans residing north of the Alaska Range will
require expansion of our existing transportation infrastructure.
With the recent completion by the State of Alaska of its remaining
land selection allotment, the major land ownership patterns are now
discernable.

This legislation will direct the Dept, of Transportation to
perform aerial reconnaissance, photography, interpretation and
surveying. The DOT in the attached position paper supports this
work. This work will identify areas with transportation corridors
to be established and which offer the best cost effective options to
access this vast resource rich area of our state.

The apprpriation for this project is includedin HB182 and  will
authorize the expenditure of the funds necessary to secure this very
important multi-model land use transportation corridor as a step
that will move us forward to a more positive economic future for a
very large portion of Alaska.



Ah :ka State Legi: ature

State Capitol

Official Business
Juneau, \K 99801-1182

MEMORANDUM
TO: Representative Ramona L.Barnes
Speaker of the House [
/ (
FROM: Douglas A. Wooliver
Staff Attorney y
SUBJECT: Sectional Analysis ofCSHB 183(FIN)

DATE: March 1b, 1994

The following is a sectional analysis of CSHB 183(FIN); "An Act
directing the identification and delineation of a transportation and
utility corridor between Fairbanks and the Seward Peninsula; and
providing for an effective date.”

Section 1 adds a new section to AS 19.25. Title 19 deals with
"Highways and Ferries" and chapter 25 deals specifically with
'Protection and Use of State Highways and Roads.” The new section
(section 123) is entitled "Fairbanks - Seward Peninsula
transportation and utility corridor."”

Section 123 directs the Department of Transportation to identify
(subject to legislative appropriation) a proposed 500 foot wide
transportation and utility corridor between Fairbanks and the
western end of the Seward Peninsula. This section also lists the
factors to be taken into consideration during the identification
process.

Section 123 gives the commissioner 90 days to either accept, reject
or modify the proposal that results from the corridor identification
efforts. If the commissioner accepts or modifies the proposal, this
section directs that action be undertaken to acquire rights-of-way
from all affected land owners and to classify or reclassify any state



lands affected to allow for such a right-of-way. Any classification
or reclassification of state land necessary under this section would
not be subject to the requirements of the Alaska Land Act.

Section 2 repeals the provisions established under section 1 of this
Act on July 1, 2055.

Section 3 provides for an immediate effective date.



3eRiINQ Straits N ative C orporation

March 30, 1993

The Honorablg Richard Foster
Alaska State! Representative
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 9B311

Dear Representative Foatar,

The Bering Straits Native Corporation (BSNC) has received a
copy of House Bill number 182 and 183 concerning the funding
and i1dentification and delineation of a transportation and

utility corridor between Fairbanks and the Seward Peninsula.

BSNC favors jkhe allocation of funding for this project.
However, HB 183 would as currently worded allow the State
Department ojf Transportation and Public Facilities authority
to acquire rights of way across land within the '"corridor™.
BSNC advocates a lease agreement rathar than condemnation.

While BSNC favors the above noted bills, action would be
needed by our Board of Directors on SSNC’s stance of the
actual building of a corridor between Fairbanks and the
Seward Peninsula.

While much benefit may be derived from such a corridor, there
are many questions as to i1ts potential i1mpact of the
subsistence cash economy which currently exists in BSNC"s
villages. BSNC does not advocate any project that will
negatively iImpact the subsistence economy off our villages.

BSNC believep that the State must devote funds to study and
delineate a pcrridor and identify the known and potential

mineral occurrence# along such a route. If and when such a
project is financially feasible and supported by the people
of the BSNC jregion, the majority of the initial preliminary
work would bis completed by passage of the above noted bills.

PO B 108 » Nece, ARG SR » Pone s5C7) 443 FAX (©C7) 443-2%



At the appropriate time, please contact BSNC for action by
its Board of piractora for a policy statement on the actual
development gff a transportation corridor batween Fairbanks
and the Sewaru Peninsula.

Cordial

Thomas S . Spairkal
Resource Development Specialist

cci BSNC Village Corporations
Mr. Jack Icarpenter, President
Mr. Guy Martin, Land Manager
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September 15, 1992

Mr . Jitn Stimpfle

Nome Chamber of Commerce
Commitcee for Cooperation,
Commerce and Peace

P.0. Box 251

Nome, Alaska 99762

Dear Mr. Stimpfles

Speaking for the Board of Directors of the Wales Native Corporation,
I believe our consensus would be to participate 1in the Bering Strait
Tunnel and Rail Project. At the same time we, as the Board of
Directors, cannot endorse nor give permission until the shareholders
of our Corporation gives us 1its support and endorsement to begin the
""scoping studies™.

A potential project of this magnitude would require full support and
permission from shareholders(who have voted us in as Board of

Directors). Our plans will be to publicize and inform shareholders
concerning the tunnel via our quarterly newsletter, which 1is published
every three months. Then at our Annual Meeting of shareholders during

the month of April 1993, it will be put into a question ballot to be
voted on as stated in our by-laws.

In the meantime, please consider us as informed participants by
keeping us informed. We would greatly appreciate copies of corre—
spondence, etc. IT and after the Annual Meeting the shareholders
approve the question ballot*, then Chat would be a green light and a
letter of support would then be initiated.

Thank you and George Kounal for taking the time to present the Tunnel
Project to the Wales Native Corporation and all your support.

Sincerely,

Walter M. Weyapufc,
President

Wales Native Corporation

TOTRL P .03



ALASKA MINESS ASSOCIATION, INC.
NOME BRANCH
P.O. BOX 197A
NOME, ALASKA 99762
April 1, 1993

Representatjve Richard Faster, Chair
Transpcrtation Committee

Roam 611, Court

State Capjto]
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Foster,

We have reviewed House Bill No.s 182
studies for transportation systems from
Peninsula. We support the dea behind
| k? to. provide input tc the DGTPF hefor
|

inalized.
We feel that access is necessary for resource development cn

and 182 in reference to
Fairbanks tn ttho Reward
these bills, and would
! e the preliminary report

i
S

lands within the state and the Seward Peninsula has much 10
offer. ~ We would also like the State tc assert the wvalid RS
2L77's within the Seward Peninsula which could Dbe affected b
th transportation study. We believe that the Eering Lan

IS
Bridce Preserve may cause access problems.
If you have any comments, please call me at cc2-£a3c.

Thanks kind1ly ..
Sincerely

lrene Anderson
Chair

cc: Senator Al Adams



Committee for Cooperation. Commerce
and Peace (907) 443-2002

Reg Richa d Foster March 29, 1993
Tr nsport lon Chairman

RE: House Bill #182 and #183

The Nome Chamber of Commerce, Board of Directors endorsed

the general idea of a transsoortauon and utility corridor to
the Seward Peninsula at last Board meeting” in March.

Future economic development depends greatly on the

development of |and resources on the Seward Peninsula, A
ratlroad and utility corridor w-culd great 1y' enhance the
develo ment of m als and use of coa! and natural gas

iner
£s0 rces t enerate electrical power for sale or uSe on
the geward %e%msu?1 P

uld create meaningful
on he Seward
ism, and Service

A Iand based trans ortat|on system co
empl oyment 0p ortu ties for résidents
Peninsula in the area of mining, tour
related Industries.
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page 2 S3#130/131 3/4/93

These proposals were drafted for your review and
consideration after consulting with the Division of Natural
Resources personnal who are currently engaged in determining
state land selections to enhance future transportation and
energy corridors for all Alaskans.

In view of on going buajet cuts the State of Alaska Is
facing, it Is Imperative that appropriate multi-modal
right-of-way studies be finished to insure that vrural
Alaskans have economic development options available while
safeguarding environmental and subsistence life resources on
the Seward penlsula.

In general, terms, the Nome Chamber of Commerce supports a
multi-modal right-of-way corridor to the Seward Penisula for
economic development to encourage eco-tourism to Vview
wildlife and subarctic eco-systems, to develop mining for
mineral or energy related employment opportunities for rural
residents, with engineered designed safeguards to the
environment and to insure that Tfish and wildlife resources
are available for iIndigenous Native populations living along
or near the right-of way. These are some of the expressed
concerns of the Nome Chamber of Commerce.

It is recommended that the Village and Regional Native
Corporations <BSNC> on the Seward Penisula be consulted as
to appropriate right-of-way corridors near their lands to
either maximize economic development strategies and/or
perserve subsistence lifestyles.

Sincerely

Jim Stimpfle, President
Nome Chamber of Commerce
tel. and FAX <9075 443-2002



Pocchjt, 113035 Mocraa
B. OpjiirHxa 13 / 9-42
Tejxetton: (095) 231-86-45
d>axc:  (095) 233-40-84

B. Ordinka 13 / 9-42,
Moscow 113035, Russia
Tel: (095) 231-86-45
Fax: (095) 233-40-84

815 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Suite 800

Washington, D.C. 20006 U.S.A.
Tel: (202) 463-8400

Fax: (202) 833-8082

815 KoHHerrnryT Aaemo
CeBepo-3anaa, xomh. 800
BannmrroH, orp. KonyMdax
20006, CIUA

Tenets: (202) 463-8400
$>axc: (202) 833-8082

INTERHEMISPHERIC BERING STRAIT TUNNEL & RAILROAD GROUP

TPAHCKOHTMHEHTATID
ME>:<KOHTHHEHTAINOHAR >KETIE3HAR fIOPOrA M TOHHETIh MEPE3
EEPMHOB HPOfIMB

March 2, 1993 GK/93093

The Honorable Jeannette James
State Capital
Juneau Ak 99801-1182

Dear Representative James:

On btihalf of the Interhemispheric [Bering Strait Tunnel and Railway Group, | would like to
express deep felt thanks for your work on the Bills to expand Alaska’s railroad infrastructure
and end the transport isolation of the State.

The state of Alaska is truly a "jewel in the crown"; a fact many people in Washington and
elsewhere do not realize and appreciate. Construction of a modem railroad through the State
to connect with the Asian and European railroad network via the Bering Strait (the project our
Consortium has been working on for the last 7 years) wouia establish the state of Alaska as the
hub of world transport and commerce. The F.ills you have sponsored are essential steps needed
to bring this timely Project closer to reality.

copy: Mr. Red Swanson
EBSTRG Nome/Moscow/Washington
Mr. J. Henri
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ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILES

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

INITIAL SUBMISSION

SUBMITTED BY:

ROBERT S. HATFIELD, JR.
PRESIDENT & CEO
ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION

OCTOBER 16, 1991



ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILES

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

INITIAL SUBMISSION

INTRODUCTION

The Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) has prepared this package of corridor profiles

for use by the Access Corridors Steering Committee. The information identifies thirteen
separate corridors that may be needed for railroad extensions, or new, unconnected rail
systems. The ARRC has reviewed its own files and other known information in the time

available to prepare a summary of the most likely corridors that may be needed, or the

most prominent routes identified for rail transportation purposes that may be valuable

from a multi-use perspective.

Considerable work has been done over the last eighty years by primarily federal anc
state agsncies to identify and locate possible rail expansion routes. The ARRC ha;
attempted to sift through that body of information and present those corridors worthy of
further scrutiny by the Access Corridors Steering Committee.

This is not an all inclusive list of every route or corridor ever identified for rail
purposes. Nor is it intended to serve as a definitive statement, since there may be new,
unidentified extension proposal,* worth assessment. No attempt has been made to
prioritize as yet these routes from a rail perspective. It should also be noted that mere
inclusion in this package is not meant to suggest that all or most of these routes will be
needed for rail purposes.

Some of the corridors have been included because they could serve as major multi-modal
transportation corridors connecting different areas of Alaska (e.g.. the line to the
Seward Peninsula; the Kuskokwim Extension). Others are included because they
continue to remain as higher priority rail expansion prospects that may need to be
developed (e.g.. Nenana to Kobuk/Bomite/Ambler; Palmer North). Others have been
included because considerable engineering information exists establishing the corridor's
location irrespective of current justification for need (&&* the North Slope Extension;
the Canadian Border Extension).

Based on discussions with staff from the Office of the State Pipeline Coordinator, it was
decided to submit more corridors than might have otherwise been the case so they would
have the benefit of the available data. The ARRC does not expect or recommend that state
land selections be pursued for any or all of these corridors on the basis of this
submission. Clearly there are a number of issues and policy considerations to be
addressed by the entire Steering Committee to determine the best course of action for the
state’s limited selection options.



LIST OF CORRIDORS

The following list ’epicts the individual corridors included in the submission, with some
indication whether the corridor has some engineering data to support location, versus
merely a conceptual proposal.

Corridor Number Title .
001 Nenana to Tanana (Yukon River)
002 Tanana to Kobuk/Boraite/Ambler Mining District
003 Tanana to Deadhorse Airport
004 Tanana to Port Clarence (Teller),
Seward Peninsula
005 Kobuk/Bornite to Cape Lisburne/Thetis Mine
006 Eielson Air Force Base to the Canadian Border
007 Western Alaska Routes*
v08 Kuskokwim Extension
009 Kuskokwim Drainage Route*
010 Point Mackenzie Extension
Beluga Coal Field Extension*
011 Palmer to Matanuska Coal Fields,
012 Fire Island Extension
013 Kenai/Nikiski Extension*

(NOTE:

*

Indicates corridors that are conceptual in nature, with little or no
engineering data or activity to support actual route location.)



PROFILE INFORMATION

Each corridor profile sheet includes information identifying the route's general
alignment (if available); mileage estimate; survey information establishing location;
recommended corridor width if known; whether material sites have been identified and
located; the source document and other reconnaissance or survey studies supporting the
recommended corridor; alternate alignments; and the location of plan and profile sheets

if known.

Each corridor included has been developed as a stand-alone rail extension proposal. This
means there is a minimal amount of overlap between some” of the’corridors identified.
For example, Nenana to Tanana has been identified as a potential rail extension, and been
presented as a stand-alone proposal in this package. There are several, additional routes
that use the Nenana to Tanana extension as the first leg of a longer extension (e.g.. Tanana
to Deadhorse -Airport; Tanana to Kobuk/Bornite/Ambler). These extensions share a
common alignment from Tanana to AJatna. Portions of a corridor such as the Tanana to
Alatna route have not been depicted as a stand-alone corridor, however, since that route
would not been useful for rail purposes except as pan of one of these longer extension
proposals.

MAPPING

As noted previously, there is little or no engineering data or'activity to support a
precise location for several routes. Additional maps with greater detail can be provided
by ARRC engineering staff for many of these corridors if that proves necessary. In most
cases, it will be possible to perform this work at the desired scale of 1:250,000.



ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILE

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

Corridor Identification Number: 001,
Corridor Title: Nenana to Tanana (Yukon River).

Route Dascription/Alignment:  The line leaves the existing railroad near Nenana
and heads west and north to the Yukon River. Leaving Nenana the line passes just north
of Black Bear Lake, then uses the Tanana River Valley to'the Yukon River. Round Point,
which is between the mouths of the Tanana and Tozitna Rivers, is the Yukon River
crossing location. A major bridge of about 3,600 feet would be required.

Mileage: 120 to 125 miles.

Survey Information: Lucation based on controlled preliminary survey using state-
of-the-art air photo interpretatior, "dth additional air and ground reconnaissance.
Control points were established in field to 3rd order accuracy. Plan and profile
drawings were prepared with a horizontal scale of I" = 800" anda vertical scale of 1" =
80'. Air photo interpretation was based upon the U.S. GeologicalSurvey photos of the
area taken in the early and mid-1950's. Accuracy is limited by the base maps used
(i.e.. USGS quadrangle sheets at scales of 1:63, 360 and 1:250,000 with contour
intervals of 50 to 200 feet). These scales translate as 1-inch to 1-mile and 1-inch to
4 miles.

Recommended Corridor Width: 5-mile wide band based on aerial photography.
Material Sites Identified/Located:  Yes.

Source Document(s): Alaska Transportation Corridor Study; Tudor-Kelly-Shannon
Engineering Consultants; 1970 (performed for the Federal Highway Administration;
U.S. Department of Transportation).

Other Corridor/Reconnaissance Studies:

* Richardson Reconnaissance and Survey for a Land Route from Fairbanks to
Council City, Alaska; U.S. Army; 1906 (general reconnaissance with
some rail consideration).

* Railroad Routes in Alaska; Alaska Railroad Commission; 1913 (major
U.S. government railway route assessment).

* Army Reconnaissance for Railroad or Highway West of Fairbanks; U.S.
Army; June 1942 (major assessment of several east/west corridors).

* Berryhill Report’, U.S. Army; 1943 (rail route location survey - Dunbar
to Port Clarence via Tanana).

4.



Report on Location Investigation for the Northerly Extension of the Alaska
Railroad from Nenana to the Yukon River in Vicinity of Rampart Dam Site
(Dalton Smdy)\ NORTH Commission; 1968 (Nenana to TanaDa/Yukon
River winter field reconnaissance survey).

Alternate  Alignment/Route(s):

* Dunbar to Tanana (Alaska Transportation Corridor Study, Berryhill
Report’, and Dalton Study).

Fairbanks to Yukon River (Richardson Reconnaissance and Survey for a
Land Route from Fairbanks to Council City, Alaska’, Railroad Routes in
Alaska’, and Army Reconnaissance for Railroad or Highway West of
Fairbanks).

Location of Plan & Profile Sheets: Engineering Department; Alaska Railroad
Corporation.



ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILE

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

Corridor Identification Number: 002,
Corridor Title: Tanana to Kobuk'Bomite/Ambler Mining District.

Route Description/Alignment:  The Line heads north from the Yukon River crossing
at Round Point via the Tozitna and Mentanontli River Valleys passing near Norseman and
Todatonten Lakes to the Koyukuk River at Alatna. The route thenLeads westward through
the flood plain of the Alatna River, passing south of Norutak Lake and on into the Kobuk
River Valley, ending at the Dahl Creek Airstrip near Kobuk.

Mileage:  27.3 miles.

Survey Information: Location based on controlled preliminary survey using state-
of-the-art air photo interpretation, with additional air and ground reconnaissance.
Control points were established in the field to 3rd order accuracy. Plan and profile
drawings were prepared with a horizontal scale of 1" = 800" and a vertical scale of 1" =
80. Air photo interpretation was based upon the U.S. Geological Survey photos of the
area taken in the early and mid-1950's. Accuracy is limited by the base maps used
(i.e.. USGS quadrangle sheets at scales of 1.63, 360 and 1:250,000 with contour
intervals of 50 to 200 feet). These scales translate as 1-inch to I-mile and 1-inch to
4 miles.

Recommended Corridor Width: 5-mile wide band based on aerial photography.
Material Sites Identified/Locaieri:  Yes.

Source Document(s): Alaska Transportation Corridor Study, Tudor-Kelly-Shannon
Engineering Consultants; 1970 (performed for the Federal Highway Administration;
U.S. Department of Transportation).

Other Corridor/Reconnaissance Studies:

* Army Reconnaissance for Railroad or Highway West of Fairbanks; U.S.
Army; June 1942 (major assessment of several east/west corridors).

* Berryhill Report; U.S. Army; 1943 (rail route location survey - Dunbar
to Port Clarence via Tanana).

* Report of the NORTH Commission; the NORTH Commission; June 1970
(report did not analyze specific routes except Nenana to Tanana).



Alternate  AlignmentlRoute(s):

* Dunbar to Bomite via Tanana and Kobuk {Army Reconnaissance for
Railroad or Highway West of Fairbanks; Berryhill Report).

* Dunbar to Bomite via Betties (Alaska Transportation Corridor Study).

Location of Plan & Profile Sheets: Engineering Department; Alaska Railroad
Corporation.



ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILE

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

Corridor Identification Number: 003.
Corridor Title: Tanana to Deadhorse Airport.

Route Description/Alignment:  The line head:? north from the Yukon River crossing
location at Round Point via the Tozitna and Mentanoutli River Valleys passing near
Norseman and Todatonten Lakes to the Koyukuk River at'‘Alatna. The route then continues
east and north along the Koyukuk River past Betties and Coldfoot and up the Dietrich
River to Dietrich Pass and the Chandalar Shelf in the Brooks Range. The line crosses the
mountains using a 4.25 mile tunnel. Be;ond the mountains, the route would move
through the Atigun River Valley, acrosr a 100-mile stretch of arctic plain, and along the
Toolik and Sagavanirktok Rivers, terminating at the Deadhorse Airport near Prudhoe
Bay.

Mileage: 461 miles.

Survey Information: Location based on controlledpreliminary survey using state-
of-the-art air photo interpretation, with additional airand ground reconnaissance.
Control points were established in the field to 3rd order accuracy. Plan and profile
drawings were prepared with a horizontal scale of 1" = 800" and a vertical scale of 1" =
80°. Air photo interpretation was based upon the U.S. Geological Survey photos of the
area taken in the early and mid-1950%. Accuracy is limited by the base maps used
(i.e.. USGS quadrangle sheets at scales of 1:.63, 360 and 1:250,000 with contour
intervals of 50 to 200 feet). These scales translate as I-inch to 1-mile and 1-inch to
4 miles.

Recommended Corridor Width: 5-mile wide band based on aerial photography.
Material Sites Identified/Located:  Yes.

Source Document(s): Alaska Transportation Corridor Study, Tudor-Kelly-S*annon
Engineering Consultants; 1970 (performed for the Federal Highway Administration;
U.S. Department of Transportation).

Other CorridorlReconnaissance Studies: Report of the NORTH Commission’, the
NORTH Commission; June 1970 (report did not analyze specific routes except Nenana to
Tanana).



Alternate  AlignmentlRoute(s):

* Dun'ar to Deadhorse via Betties {Alaska Transportation Corridor Study).

* Betties to Deadhorse via Anaktuvuk Pass Corridor {Alaska Transportation
Corridor Study).

* Betties toDeadhorse via North Fork (of the Koyukuk River) Corridor
{Alaska Transportation Corridor Study).

* Tanana to Deadhorse via recommended route except for a longer Sag River
alternate {Alaska Transportation Corridor Study).

Location of Plan & Profile Sheets: Engineering Department; Alaska Railroad
Corporation.



ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILE

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

Corridor Identification Number:  004.
Corridor Title: Tamna to Port Clarence (Teller), Seward Peninsula.

Route Description/Alignment: The route generally iollows the Yukon River Valley
west from the Yukon P'.ver crossing near Tanana. The line passes just north of Galena
anci then through the mountain pass near the village of Koyukuk. TheTine goes southwest
from this point across the Nulato River, along the Shaktoiik River Valley, across the
Ur.galik and Inglutalik Rivers to a crossing of the Kwik River just north of Norton Bay.
The remainder of the route follows the Kwiniuk River Valley to Council and then on to
Port Clarence, (Tellur).

Mileage: 576 milos.

Survey Information: Tnis route was developed by the U.S. Army during World War
I, with the intent of connecting the existing surface transportation system of interior
Alaska with pons on Alaska's west coast Apparently a considerable amount of actual
route location and survey work was conducted on all or major portions of this alignment
and several alternatives. Alaska Railroad Corporation personnel have been unable as yet
to discover any plan and profile sheets. However, Mr. Cliff Fugelstad, former Chief
Engineer of the Alaska Railroad, and Mr. Mark Hickey, ARRC consultant, have some of the
detailed information depicting this work.

Recommended Corridor Width: Unknown, but probably not addressed based on
review of available records.

Material Sites Identified/Located: Unknown, but probably not addressed based on
review of available records.

Source Document(s):

* Army Reconnaissance for Railroad or Highway West of Fairbanks', U.S.
Army; June 1942 (major assessment of several east/west corridors).

* Berryhill Report; U.S. Army; 1943 (rail route location survey - Dunbar
to Port Clarence via Tanana).

Other Corridor/Reconnaissance Studies:  Richardson Reconnaissance and Survey
for a Land Route from Fairbanks to Council City, Alaska; U.S. Army; 1906 (general
reconnaissance with some rail consideration).



Alternate  Alignment/Route(s):

* Fairbanks to Cc-Allcll City (Richardson Reconnaissance and Survey for a
Land Route from Fairbanks to Council dry, Alaska).

* The 1942 Army Reconnaissance for Railroad or Highway West of
Fairbanks addressed a number of alternate routes, including branch lines
to Golovin Bay, Nome, St. Michael and Unalakeet. Alternate routes for a
line from Fairbanks to Kotzebue or Deering were also identified and
assessed, including a more northerly route-using- the Tozitna and Kobuk
River Valleys.

Location of Plan & Profile Sheets: None found at ARRC Headquarters; copies
available from Mr. Fugelstad, former ARR Chief Engineer, and Mr. Hickey, ARRC.
consultant.



ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILE

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

Corridor Identification Number:  005.

Corridor Title: Kobuk/Bornite to Cape Lisburne/Thetis Mine.

Route Description/Alignment:  Alignment heads west from Bomite crossing the
Ambler River and then along the north bank of the Kobuk River. The route continues
west along the south foothills of the BairdMountains, across the Noatak River
immediately north of Kotzebue, then north throughthe DeLong Mountains usingthe

Kukpowruk River Valley. The line terminates at the Thetis Mine near Cape Lisbume on
the Arctic Ocean.

Mileage: 361 miles.

Survey Information: Proposed corridor is based on drawing of a probable alignment
on USGS quad maps (Scale 1:250,000). Work was performed under the direction of
Mr. CIiff Fugelstad, former Alaska Railroad Chief Engineer. Apparently no other
engineering data is available.

Recommended Corridor Width: Not established.

Material Sites Identified/Located: No.

Source Document(s): USGS quad maps (Scale 1:250,000) prepared by the Alaska
Railroad's Engineering Department circa 1970 - 1975.

Other Corridor/Reconnaissance Studies: None identified.
Alternate Alignment/Route(s)”  None identified.

Location of Plan & Profile Sheets: USGS quad sheets located at Engineering
Department; Alaska Railroad Corporation.
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ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILE

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

Corridor Identification Number: 006
Corridor Title: Eielsoa Air Force Base to the Canadian Border.

Route Description/Alignment:  The proposed alignment takes off from the existing
spur line to Eielson Air Force Base, running southeast between the Richardson Highway
and the Tanana River, then crossing that river near Flag Hill. TheTine then heads
southeast up the Tanana River Valley, crosses the confluence of the Tanana and Delta
Rivers, passes just south of Delta Junction, and generally parallels the Alaska Highway
north of Tok and Tetlin Junction. The line then leaves the Alaska Highway and heads
northeast through the Ladue Summit and along the Ladue River to the Canadian Border.

Mileage: 271 miles.

Survey Information: Considerable work has been performed by the Alaska
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities in the late 1970's and early 1980's to
identify and locate a specific route. This includes full control and centerline surveys,
with some tying of section and property corners.

Recommended Corridor Width: 300 foet.

Material Sites Identified/Located: Considered, but apparently not identified.
Source Document(s): Alaska Railroad Extension - Route Selection Project
11X20089, Eielson to Canadian Border, Alaska Department of Transportation & Public
Facitities; June 1979 and April 1982 Update (detailed route reconnaissance and survey
tying down a precise corridor). (NOTE: The portions of right-of-way crossing federal
and state lands were applied for by the state in the early to mid-1980's; however,
apparently no final actions occurred to reserve the requested right-of-way.)

Other Corridor/Reconnaissance Studies:

* Railroad Routes in Alaska; Alaska Railroad Commission; 1913; (major
U.S. government railway route assessment).

* Some consideration for route in 1942/1943 route reconnaissance and
survey work performed by the U.S. Army.

* There are other studies addressing the feasibility of the proposed route,
but none that identified a specific corridor.

Alternate AlignmentZRoute(s): Haines to Fairbanks (Railroad Routes in Alaska).

Location of Plan & Profile Sheets: Northern Region Division of Design &
Construction; Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities.

13-



ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILE

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

Corridor Identification Number: 007.

Corridor Title: Western Alaska Routes (Golovin Bay/Cape Darby to Western Seward
Peninsula and western portions of the Brooks Range, with a branch from Selawik to
Kobuk).

Route Description/Alignment:  There is no evidence'of any engineering work to
support this proposal. This alignment is conceptual only, starting at the Golovin
Bay/Cape Darby area on the southern coast of the Seward Peninsula, headingnorth to
numerous mineral deposits (coal in particular) in the western portions of the Brooks
Range. A branch line between Selawik and Kobuk has also been suggested to access the
Ambler mineral belt Portions of the Kobuk to Cape Lisburne alignment might be useful
for part of this route. Additional branch lines accessing the northern pan of the Seward
Peninsula have also been  suggested as pan of this concept

Mileage: Main route - 400 miles (plus/minus); Selawik to Kobuk - 150 miles
(plus/minus).

Survey Information: No known material available.
Recommended Corridor Width: Not established.
Material Sites Identified/Located: No.

Source Document(s): The Alaska Railroad and its Future; Commonwealth North;
April 1988 (general assessment of long-term roles for the Alaska Railroad, including
identification of several expansion proposals).

Other Corridor/Reconnaissance Studies: No known activity, although the Arctic
Slope Regional Corporation has looked recently at some access alternatives as part of
developing coal deposits. The Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority
(AIDEA) is just beginning an effort to determine the most feasible transpoitation system
to support additional resource development activity in Northwest Alaska.

Alternate AlignmentlRoute(s): Brooks Range to Kivalina, or an adjacent port site
closer to mineral deposits (based on general review of economic considerations and
AIDEA's experience developing the Red Dog Mine Project).

Location of Plan & Profile Sheets: No known material available.



ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILE

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

Corridor Identification Number: 008.
Corridor Title: Kuskokwim Extension.

Route Description/Alignment:  The line leaves the existing alignment of the Alaska
Railroad where it crosses Willow Creek (approximately Milepost 187), and crosses the
Susitna River Valley to the confluence of the Skwentna and Yehtna' Rivers. The route then
follows the north bank of the Skwentna and Happy Rivers through Rainy Pass and on to
McGrath with an alignment generally parallel to Dalzell Creek and the south fork of the
Kuskokwim River.

Mileage: 229 miles.

Survey Information: The Alaska Engineering Commission conducted a general
reconnaissance survey in 1914 with accompanying mapping. Location was determined
by solar and celestial observation methods. Apparently no control points were
established.

Recommended Corridor Width: Not established.

Material Sites Identified/Located:  No.

Source Document(s): Captain McPherson's Reconnaissance Survey, Alaska
Engineering Commission; 1914.

Other Corridor/Reconnaissance Studies: Railroad Routes inAlaska; Alaska
Railroad Commission; 1913 (major U.S. government railway route assessment).

Alternate AlignmentlRoute(s): Alaska Railroad Commission work suggested a
partial alternative to the alignment through Rainy Pass.

Location of Plan & Profile Sheets: Engineering Department; Alaska Railroad
Corporation.
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ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILE

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

Corridor Identification Number:  009.

Corridor Title: Kuskokwim Drainage Route.

Route Description/Alignment: There is no evidence of any engineering work to
support this proposal. This alignment is conceptual only, starting at McGrath on.the
Kuskokwim River and generally following the Kuskokwim drainage to tidewater near
Cape Newenham on Kuskokwim Bay. This line would serve as an outlet for numerous
strategic and critical mineral deposits and timber in the general vicinity of the proposed
route.

Mileage: 400 miles (plus/minus).

Survey Information: <No known material available.

Recommended Corridor Width: Not established.

Material Sites Identified/Located:  No.

Source Document(s): The Alaska Railroad and its Future; Commonwealth North;
April 1988 (general assessment of long-term roles for the' Alaska Railroad, including
identification of several expansion proposals).

Other Corridor/Reconnaissance Studies:  None identified.

Alternate AlignmentlRoute(s):  None identified.

Location of Plan & Profile Sheets: No known material available.



ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILE

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

Corridor Identification Number:  010.
Corridor Title: Point Mackenzie/Beluga Coal Field Extensions.

Route Description/Alignment:  The Point Mackenzie route leaves the existing line
at Willow and heads southwest, threading its way between lakes and wetlands just west of
the Nancy Lake Recreation Area and the Little Susitna RiVer. The‘line continues south
along the westerly boundary of the State Agricultural Lands, and then turns east to the
terminus at. Point Mackenzie. This is also the same alignment proposed for the north end
if a railway is construe ed with the Knik Ann crossing proposal. A different extension
proposal in the same general vicinity would extend the line from a location near Pittman
into the Beluga Coal Fields to the southwest.

Mileage: Point Mackenzie - 44 miles; Beluga - 70 miles (plus/minus).

Survey Information: Unable to determine level of activity performed to locate these
routes. It appears the Matanuska-Susitna Borough has conducted some level of survey
acdvity to support route location work.

Recommended Corridor Width:  Apparently not established.
Material Sites ldentified/Located: No information located.

Source Document(s): Reconnaissance Report - Alaska Railroad Extension to Point
Mackenzie; Bomhoff & Associates, Inc.; January 1982 (preliminary reconnaissance
report performed for the Matanuska-Susitna Borough). The Beluga Extension was
assessed in various studies conducted for the Diamond Alaska Coal Company.

Other Corridor/Reconnaissance Studies: Knik Arm Railroad Crossing Feasibility
Study, Alaska Transportation Consultants, Inc.; July 1984 (part of a major Knik Arm
Feasibility Study performed for the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public

Facilities).

Alternate AlignmentlRoute(s): Willow to Anchorage via Knik Arm Crossing {Knik
Arm Railroad Crossing Feasibility Study).

Location of Plan & Profile Sheets: Data available is apparently held by the Public
Works Department; Matanuska-Susitna Borough.



ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILE

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

Corridor Identification Number:  Oil.

Corridor Title: Palmer to Matanuska Coal Fields (via Sutton).

Route Description/Alignment:  This route would follow the old Alaska Railroad
alignment to the extent possible. Pursuant to the Alaska Railroad Transfer Act, the
Alaska Railroad Corporation received a warranty of at least ah exclusive-use easement
for the line as far as Sutton, then a quit claim deed for the remaining rights-of-way to
the east and north. There has not been any recent engineering work to identify possible
alignments other than in relation to the Wishbone Hill Coal Project.

Mileage: 40 miles (plus/minus).

Survey Information: Considerable data exists based on actual line location
information held by the Alaska Railroad Corporation and the Bureau of Land Management

Recommended Corridor Width: 200 feet (if available).

Material Sites Identified/Located: Yes, but in most cases these holdings may not
be available for use.

Source Document(s): Alaska Engineering Commission and Alaska Railroad
engineering records.

Other Corridor/Reconnaissance Studies: Railroad Routes in Alaska: Alaska
Railroad Commission; 1913 (major U.S. government railway route ...essment).

Alternate AlignmentZRoute(s):  None identified. '

Location of Plan & Profile Sheets: Engineering Department; Alaska Railroad
Corporation (some of this information may be held in archives).



ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILE

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

Corridor Identification Number: 012.
Corridor Title: Fire Island Extension.

Route Description/Alignment: Little detailed engineering work has been located to
support a specific alignment for this proposal. One proposal depicts the line on an
alignment leaving the existing branch line to Anchorage' International Airport, crossing
under or going around the North-South Runway, and then following the proposed
causeway out to Fire Island. Another alternative would leave the existing line near
Dimond Boulevard, passing between Anchorage International and Kincaid Park, and then
out to Fire Island.

Mileage: 7 miles.

Survey Information: No known material available.

Recommended Corridor Width:  Apparently not established.

Material Sites Identified/Located: No.

Source Document(s): The Alaska Railroad and its Future; Commonwealth North;
April 1988 (general assessment of long-term roles for the Alaska Railroad, including
identification of several expansion proposals). Some initial engineering activity to
support route location has been performed by the Alaska Department of Transportation &
Public Facilities and the Municipality of Anchorage. ARRC records do not contain this
information presently.

Other Corridor/Reconnaissance Studies:  None identified.

Alternate Alignment/Route(s):  None identified.

Location of Plan & Profile Sheets: No known material available, except

preliminary work noted above. The Public Works Department; Municipality of
Anchorage would be the best source for additional information.
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ALASKA & JLROAD CORPORATION CORRIDOR PROFILE

STATE OF ALASKA LANDS SELECTION PROJECT

Corridor ldentification Number:  013.

Corridor Title:  Kenai/Nikiski Extension.

Route Pescription/Alignment:  There is no evidence of any substantial engineering
work to support this proposal. One proposal would create a rail line to connect the T.-r:
of Seward and the petrochemical facilities at Nikiski north' of Kenal via Moose Pass.
Another version would connect Nikiski with Anchorage via a Turnagain Arm crossing. A
line extending from Moose Pass would probably follow a large portion of the existing
right-of-way for the Sterling Highway to Kenai and then proceed north to Nikiski.
Mileage: Moose Pass to Nikiski - 80 miles (plus/minus).

Survey Information: No known material available.

Recommended Corridor Width: Not established.

Material Sites ldentified/Located:  No.

Source Document(s): Apparently some work was performed by engineering staff at
the Alaska Railroad during the 1950's and 1960's to identify potential alignments using
aerial photography and drawing a probable alignment on USGS quad maps. No detailed
information supporting this work has been located.

Other Corridor/Reconnaissance Studies:  None identified.

Alternate Alignment/Route(s):  Anchorage to Nikiski via Turnagain Arm.

Location of Plan & Profile Sheets: No material found; USGS quad sheet maps may
be held in Alaska Railroad archival records.
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