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STATE OF ALASKA

FISCAL NOTE

1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date:

Tide: Minimum federal criteria for municipal
solid waste landfills

Senator Leman
Senator Leman
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SENATOR LOREN LEMAN s ancnorase

illl **C" Sim*i  Anil'urai'i;, AK (M5lIlU 501-7614 Diiiiiig Srssion: Sum- Capiiul Juneau. AK W30l 465-20(15

SPONSOR STATF

EV

BY: Senator Loren Leman

SUBJECT SJR31: Minimum federaKcriteria for municipal solid

waste landfills

DATE : April 16, 1993

The Environmental Protection Agency took seven years to prepare
criteria implementing the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments
of 1984. However, it has given states only two years to adopt regu-

lations mandated by these criteria.

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation will have dif-
ficulty adopting the required regulations by the October 9, 1993 fed-

eral deadline.

SJR31 requests extension of the effective date of the financial assur-
ance criteria for municipal solid waste landfills to April 9, 1996, and
the effective date for the state to implement all other federal criteria

for municipal solid waste landfills to October 9, 1995.

It also requests that solid waste landfills not be considered open
dumps wunder the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act because of
a failure to comply with the new criteria, unless the landfill does not
comply with the federal criteria that were in effect on October 8,

1991.

The Kansas State Legislature has passed a similar resolution and

asked us to do the same.
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April 7, 1993

Special Comnittee on Oil & Gas
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99t11

Dear Senator Leman:

As you are probably aware, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has established October 9,
1993 as the effective datu for all minimum federal criteria for municipal solid waste landfills,
except for the financial assurance criteria. While states waited for years to receive the
criteria, states were given orJv two years to adopt the necessary legislation and rules and
regulations at the state level in order to come into compliance by the federal deadline date. In
Kansas this has created immense problems, particularly in our more rural areas.

In response to the tremendous difficulties this has created for many Kansas communities, the
Kansas Legislature has adopted the enclosed resolution, which calls on the Congress to take the
appropriate action to assure that no municipal solid waste landfill unit be considered an open
dump. The resolution calls for a two year delay in the implementation of the federal criteria. |
would urge you to consider the introduction and eventual passage of a concurrent resolution
similar to the one enclosed.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Representative Carl Holmes
Chairman, Kansas House Energy
and Natural Resources Committee

CH:ja

Enclosure



HOUSE C m"NCURKENT RESOLUTION No. 5020

A Co.iCUM.int NINOIUTIV urjdn| Confmn lo * (end the offocljvo detoi for liin
minimum IwW.v crlleru for munlipii 1 #d wulo LnilOUi.

WHEREAS, The Unit>d Slates Envirnnmc ital Protection Agency
has established October 9. 1993, as the effective date for oil minimum
federal criteria for munJclpo. solid waste landfills except the financial
assurance criteria which are cOectivo April 0, 10t>4; and

WHEREAS, The Environmental Protection Agency required
sovon years to adopt these criteria In response to Use 1084 Hazardous
and SoUd Waste Amencmcnts to 'he Resource and Conservation
Rccovory Act; and

WHEREAS, Only two years' lime was allowed the states to adopt
necessary rules and regulations and Implement measures to comply
with tho criteria; and

WHEREAS, Tho state of Kansas and Its citizens have made a
good failh effort to comply with the federal requirements; and <

WHEREAS, The criteria may require solid waste ti uisfer stations
and regional landfills to be established, which would cost counties
between 5300.000 and 52.000,000, more than the 1% Inc.ease In
county budgets onsldered by the Environmental Protection Agency
lo be a significant economic Impact that may exceed the practicable
capacity of many ccinties; and

WHEREAS, Tho problems tlial areas having low density popu-
lation face In complying with the federal requirements cannot be
resolvod within the time allowed for compliance: Now, therefore.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the Stale of
I'ansas. ihe Senate concurring therein: That the Legislature urges
Congress to extend tho effective date of the financial assurance cri-
teria for municipal solid waste landfills (40 CFR part 258. subpart
C) lo April 0, 1996, and to extend the effective date for the stale
to Implement all other minimum federal criteria for municipal solid
waste landfills (40 CFR part 258, subparts A through F) lo October
9, 1095; ana

Be it further resolved: Thai the Legislature urges Congress lo
take appropriate action to assure Ihal no municipal solid w«»c landfill
unit shall be considered an open dump under the Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Acl by reason of failure lo comply with the
new minimum federal criteria for municipal solid waste landfills (40
CFR part 258) until on or after October 0. 1995, unless the landfill
unit does nol comply with the fedand criteria which were in effect
on October 8, 1091; and

Be Iffurther resolved: That the Secretary of Stale be directed
to send enrolled copies of this resolution to tho Speaker of the United
Slates House of Representatives, the President of the United States
Somite, all mombcrs of the congressional dclegadon from the State
of Kansas, the Administrator of the United States Environmental
Protection Agency and the Regional Administrator, Region VH, of
the United Stales Environmental Protection Agency.

| hereby ccrt;'y that tho above CONCUIIftENT RESOLUTION originated
In the House, and was adopted by lhal body
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