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OUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
(7)
Date Referred: February 3, 1993 FURTHER REFERRALS Finance

Date of Committee Action

The TRANSPORTATION Committee considered

HOUSE BILL NO. 117 NAME MANVIL H. OLSON BRIDGE (SCHROCK RD.)

An Act naming the Manvil H. Olson Bridge,

| ] the same title 
[ ] a new title

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
be replaced w ith_____________
I ] have attached amendments(s)
y 4. do pass
[ ] do not pass
[ ] no recommendations
[ ] individual recommendations
f ] additional referral to th e___ Committee

letter of IntentADOPTS

APPROVES PREVIOUSATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s) (Dept/D tie)

[ ] Fiscal note(s)___

[ ] zero fiscal note(s)

[ ] fiscal impact: _  

Ty(] zero fiscal note

SIGNING D O  PASS
c x  ~  />

OTIIER RECOMMENDATIONS



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

O ffic ia l B u s in ess

State Capitol 

Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182

H O U S E  T R A N S P O R T A T IO N  C O M M IT T E E  
T H U R S D A Y , F E B R U A R Y  2 5 ,  1 9 9 3  

C A P I T O L ,  ROOM  1 7  
5 : 0 0  P . M .

H B  1 1 7  -  " A N  A C T  N A M IN G  T H E  M A N V IL  H .  O L S O N  B R I D G E . "

I N D E X :

1 .  O R I G I N A L  V E R S I O N ,  H B  1 1 7

2 .  F I S C A L  N O T E ,  H B  1 1 7

3 .  S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T , H B  1 1 7

4 .  " H I S T O R Y "  S T A T E M E N T  R E :  M A N V IL  H .  O L S O N

5 .  A N C H O R A G E  D A IL Y  N E W S  A R T I C L E ,  D A T E D  J U L Y  1 6 ,  1 9 9 2

6 .  P E T I T I O N  FR O M  S C H R O C K  R O A D  R E S I D E N T S

7 .  L E T T E R  F R O M  H A R O L D  O L S O N  R E G A R D IN G  H I S  F A T H E R , M A N V IL  O L S O N



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
1993 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

BILL NUMBER: HB 117

F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date: 
Title:

Sponsor:
R equestor

N am e Mavil H. Olson Bridge 
(Schrock Road)
M enard, Camey

D epartm ent Affected: 
BRU:

D O T& PF 
Central M & O

C om ponent: 
C o m p o n e n t  S e r ia l  N u m b e r :

Central M & O  
5 6 7

E X P E N D I T U R E S /R E V E N U E S :  (Thousands o f  Dollars)
O P E R A T IN G F Y 9 4 F Y 9 5 F Y 9 6 F Y 9 7 F Y 9 8 F Y 9 9
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
L ^ N D & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS. CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G : 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estim ate o f current year (FY93) impact: S_

A N A L Y S IS : ( A t ta c h  a s e p a r a te  p a g e  if n e c e s sa ry )

The Little Su B ridge (#1030) on Schrock Road will be under construction during the Sum m er o f  1993. Signs 
can be included w ith the project.

Prepared by: M a rg a re t H olland

Division: C en tra l Region. Regional D irec to r’s O ffice

Approved by C om m issio n er
ank GS-TlinpiFrank GV-Lbrpin 

Agency: D epartm ent o f  Transportation and Public Facilities

Phone: 266-1440

Date: February 8, 1993

Phone: 465-3900

Date: February 8, 1993

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE FUND SOURCE 0 0 0 0 0 0

F U N D I N G :  (T h o u san d so f Dollars)
1002 FEDERAL RECEIPTS 0 0 0 0 0 0
1003 G F MATCH 0 0 0 0 0 0
1004 GF 0 0 0 0 0 0
1005 GF/PROGRAM RECEIPTS 0 0 0 0 0 0
1006 G F/M H TIA 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0
T O T A L  F U N D I N G : 0 0 0 0 0 0

P O S I T I O N S
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

P R E P A R E R  T O  PR O V ID E  A LL D IST R IB U T IO N  C O P IE S  T O  G O V E R N O R ’S  L E G IS L A T IV E  O F F IC E  
F o r  f u r th e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  In f o rm a t io n  c a l l  th e  G o v e r n o r ’s  L e g is la t iv e  O ff ic e

P ag e  1 o f
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HB117
Rep. Curt Menard 
2/20/93

HOUSE BILL NO. 117 
Representative Curt Menard

SPONSOR'S STATEMENT

I introduced HB117, naming bridge #1030, located at Schrock Rd. 
over the Little Su River, after Manvil Olson. Mr. Olson spent many 
years constructing bridges at this same area in order for people 
to gain access to the end of Schrock Rd.

When people in the Schrock area are giving others directions they 
always refer to this river crossing as, "the Manvil Olson bridge". 
Many of my constituents and others in the community have put 
together a petition requesting the bridge be named after Mr. Olson.

Enclosed is a brief history of Mr. Olson's accomplishments. After 
reading it, I'm sure you will agree with my constituents that it 
is only fitting that this new bridge be named after Manvil Olson. 
He has demonstrated and captures the true spirit of an Alaskan 
pioneer.



HISTORY

MANVIL H. OLSON

Manvil Olson was born January 19, 1908, in Bird Island,
Minnesota. He was among the first civilian travelers on the Alcan 
Highway, moving to Alaska with his wife and daughter in 1947. The 
family first settled in Haines, where he operated a garage.

In 1949, the Olsons moved to Skagway, where he became a 
machinist on the White Pass and Yukon Railroad. The family moved 
to Anchorage in 1951, where Manvil became a machinist on the Alaska 
Railroad.

In 1953, he lived on a homestead near Wasilla, six miles off 
the end of the nearest road. He and his family developed the 
homestead over the next several years. He opened and operated a 
commercial dairy farm from 1959 until 1964. The farm still 
produces hay and beef. During the homesteading period, Mr. Olson 
also worked full time on the railroad and after leaving the 
railroad worked at the Fort Richardson Motor Pool. He continued 
to work on the homestead evenings and weekends. He also did custom 
machine and equipment work for his neighbors.

In 1978, he drew a tract of land in the Delta Barley Project. 
At the age of 70, he began developing the parcel with his sons, 
eventually clearing and planting 2,400 acres of land. The farm, 
known as Big G Ranch, which is now owned by the family is still in 
operation.

Mr. Olson was a strong advocate of agriculture development and 
its potential in Alaska. He founded one farm on the family 
homestead north of Wasilla, where he cleared the land. In order to 
develop the area and continue his operation, he built four vehicle 
bridges over the little Su River, using three different designs. 
At the time of his death he was involved in managing a purebred 
herd of Scottish Highland beef cattle in Wasilla.

Mr. Olson's drive for great projects did not end with 
statehood and he remained committed to agricultural development in 
Alaska all of his life.

Mr. Olson is survived by his wife of 48 years, Beulah Weedon Olson? 
his daughter, Karen Olson Lee of Anchorage; his sons, Harold and 
Arnold of Wasilla; and his four grandchildren.



MANVIL H. OLSON
W asilla res id en t M anvil 

Harold Olson, 84. died July  
lii at his L ittle Susitna River 
home.

A funeral 
w ill be held 
a t 2 p .m .
F r id a y  a t 
F irs t  P res- 
b y t e r i a n 
C hurch  of 
Wasilla,
1375 E. Bo- 
gard Road. n ,

Mr. Olson O,son 
was bom  Jan. 19, 1908, in 
Bird Island, Minn. He spent 
the first 18 years of his life 
on a farm  in the Mille Lacs 
area of Minnesota. He left 
the farm afte r high school 
and moved to Chicago where 
he became a m achinist and 
tool and dye m aker. He was 
a m em ber of the M achinists 
Union International.

Mr. Olson enlisted in the 
Navy during World War II. 
serving on a destroyer in the 
Pacific and A tlan tic  th e ­
aters. He m arried Beulah 
Weedon Nov. 13, 1944, in 
Virginia. He_ was_among the 
first civ ilian  travelers on the 
Alcan Highway, moving to 
A laska with his w ife and 
dauHtrtsr in T947. The fam ily 
f ir s t  s e tt le d  in H a ines, 
where he operated a garage.

In 1949, the Olsons moved 
to Skagw ay, where he be­
came a m acninist on the 
White Pass and Vukon R ail­
road. The fam ily moved to 
Anchorage in 1951. Mr. O l­
son became a m achinist on 
the A laska Railroad.

In 1953. he lived on a 
hom estead near Wasilla, six 
miles off the end of the 
nearest road. He and his 
fam ily developed the home­
stead over the next several 
years. A commercial dairy  
farm  was opened in 1959; 
and operated until 1964. The 
farm  still produces hay and 
beef.

During the hom esteading 
p e rio d , Mr. O lson a lso  
worked on the ra ilro ad 'an d  
a t the Fort Richardson Mo­
to r Pool. He did custom m a­
chine and equipm ent work 
fo r his neighbors.

In 1978, he drew a tract of 
land in the Delta Barley 
Project. At the age of 70. he 
began developing the parcel 
w ith  h is sons, ev en tu a lly
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■learing and p lan ting  2,400 
teres of land . The farm , 
.inown as Big G Ranch, was 
successfully com pleted and 
is  still in operation.

According to his fam ily, 
Mr. Olson was a strong ad­
vocate of agricu lture  devel­
opment and its  po ten tia l in 
A laska. He fo u n d ed  one

farm  on the fam ily hom e­
stead north of W asilla and 
another a t Delta. A t the 
tim e of his death, he was 
inv o lv ed  in  m an a g in g  a 
purebred herd of Scottish 
Highland beef cattle  in Wa­
silla. . -

Mr. Olson is survived by 
his wife of 48 years, Beulah

Weedon Olson of the fam ily 
farm ; his daughter, Karen 
Olson Lee of Anchorage; his 
sons, H arold and Arnold of 
W asilla; his grandchildren, 
Leighton and Conan Lee of 
Palm er and Anchorage, and 
John Olsen and Stanley O l­
son, both of Wasilla; his 
niece, Louise Augustsson of

A nchorage; h is  n e p h e w ,. 
Wayne Lofgren of Anchor-1 
age; his brother. O tto ' of j 
M issouri; and  h is s is te rs , j 
Vicki MacClean and Flpr- 

' ence Haglund, both  of iMin- 
nesota, and L orraine \feith 
of Dallas. ’

A rran g e m e n ts  w ere  'b y  
K ehl's P alm er M ortuary. :
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