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FISCAL NOTE i

REQUEST

Bill/Resolution No. HCR - 17

Title An Act relating to the state medal for heriosnm.

Requested by House HESS Date 2/18/83

FISCAL DETAIL

Agency Affected Department of Education

Program Category Affected Elementary and Seconcarv Education

BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affected qt-at-p T.-iVrraripg

(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item
amounts and funding for each component in the analyses section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 inf 86 Fy 87 FY 88

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTU. L

COMMODITIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL -0- -0- -0- " -0-

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER (Specify Source)
UPERATING

"CAPITAL

POSITIONS
M/A

FULL TIME °
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, Section 111)

THIS FISCAL NOTE 1S PRESENTLY BEING REVIEWED BY THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT
AND BUDGET.

V.

This bill has no fiscal impact on this department.

DATE 2/18/83 PREPARED BY
AGENCY

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE _

Ccc:

Budget and Management .
Prjma Snnnsnr rnm’«i at—— Jr



DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION I

enrr* \ndum State of Alaska 1

Juneau, Alaska 99811 i
to Dr. Milo Fritz < ™ date: January 26, 1983
House of Representatives
Alaska State Legislature . FILE NO

TELEPHONE NO: 465-2926

from: Phyllis DeMuth subject: state Medal for I%eroiism
Head, Reader Services
Alaska State Library®

Enclosed is the information on the medal and its recipients that"could b e -
compiled from existing files in the "library, and Alaska State Archives/ *-".° /
There was no established pattern for,announcing or presenting the award
which*was left to"the descretion of"each ,governor - letter, certificate
or both.lIssuance of the award was not always accompanied by a ne%i,/ti
- /
*’_ -

release.”" The medals for henﬁsn!_are kept in the governor®s office!
T i - | t v ~Tn RV SH_oe x, - WL - -

The imfformatinn that_has been Tocatdd at yonv rveguest willl bBe simwi teed ~ - . A

to the compilers®of ALASKA BLUE,.BOOK."..This would seem to be a good placer.

to maintain a record of those honored for heroism.® It does "seem to need. ¢ - -
more visibility. This may also bring to light any recipients that may V- .
have been left out. e« v\ o ~ oo™k" " - v - v

It was nice to hear of your election and return to the legislature. The
Report of the Subcommittee of Communications you chaired and placed here
has been useful. Please let me know if I can be of further help, or if
you would like to see the library after some years away.

02-00K ,Hev_10/79]



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

to. - wes Coyner
Executive Assistant

DATE January 20/ 1971
FROM:- Warren w. Wiley subject. Governor’s Medals for.
Administrative Assistant * Heroism

We have a backlog of information relating to the awarding of

Governor*s Medals for Heroism, Some of them are quite old,

None appear to have been carried through to conclusion as to
investigation and approval. I. car.not find any written proce-
dures to be followed/ but have a general idea from what Herb

Lehfeldt told me. V..

Do you have any thoughts or suggestions?



STATE MEDAL FOR HEROISM

Alaska Statute. Sec. 44.09.090. State medal for heroism.
~a) The governor is authorized to award a state medal for heroism
directly or posthumously to any citizen of the state in recognition
of a valorous and heroic deed performed by him in the saving of a life
or for injury or death or threat of injury or death incurred by him in
the service of the state or his community or on behalf of the health,
welfare or safety of other persons. The medal shall be awarded by the
governor with an appropriate ceremony.

(b) The governor shall make arrangements for the designing of the
n.od? © for heroism through a statewide design competition participated
in by the school children of the state. (P 1 ch 12 SLA 1965) _

*r . m # - «

History e Y " Y Y

On October 1965, a news release from Governor William A. Egan

extended an invitation to all Alaska school students (grades 1 - 12) to
submit designs for a state heroism medal with a design deadline of

December 1, 1965. The following individuals served on the committee to
pick.the winning design: Erig. General William S@

(]
J. D. Synon, Joseph Briones, Thomas Morgan, and Capt. George R. Boyce, Jr.
N ]

Elmore, Rear Admi[%I

Kathy Shapley, a 16 year old Craig student, submitted the
winning design of out-stretched hands to the aid of another. The gold
medal 1includes- the words, "State of Alaska Awerd for Bravery - Heroism
for Lending a Hand to your Fellow Man.™ The mecal is suspended from a
blue ribbon with the Bi". Dipper and the North Stir in gold.
(Juneau Alaska Empire, March 11, 1966)

Recipients of the Medal for Heroism

1968 (letter, October 22) Prinzing, Randy Hlake (Soldotna)

1971 (December 8) Davis, Nancy (Seattle - Wien stewardess)

1972 (June 27 news-release) Stone, Jeffrey (Fairbanks)

1975 (certificate, September 5) Trooper (iilbert Pelowook and the
village cf Gambell

1978 (letter, January 17, 1978) George Ja:kinsky (Kasilof)

1980 (letter, March 7) Mike Hancock (Lima, Ohio)



fsevirrx 3Rrs  OFF'ICF. 1:E?S RELEASE" OCTOBER 27, 1965

Governor tvillisc A. Egan has ss:tended an invitation
to all Alaska school students to submit designs for a State
heroism medal authorized by the last ses.si.on of the Legislature.

Chapter 12 of the 1965 Alaska session laws directs
the Governor to "cake arrangements for the designing of the
medal for heroism through a4 statewide"design competition partic-
ipated in by the school children of Alaska.”

W illiam X. ZahracV.icek.. Alaska comr.vlssioner of education
5¢ now sending to alj school administrators a memorandum c¢cn this
competition ar.d design spscif5-catzlc.:s. Deadline for svhvuissicn
of designs is December 1, 1S65.

v iVJIr.g of the designs and selection of the one to be

usee for the medal w ill be done by a cor/mittae ccr.-.-posed c:c the
following distinguished Juneau residents*. Reai: Air.i: al c- D,
Syncn. coaanar.dtnt, 17th Coast Guard D istrict; Mrs-. P./l.e Munoz.
Alaska, artist;" Thomas A. Morgan, businessman; Joseph Ericnes,
American Legion service officer for Alaska; and brigadier General
W illiam S. EIlmore, Alaska adjutant general.

The heroism medal. according to the statute, is to be

-.'resented by the Governor "directly or posthumously to any
citizen of the State in recognition of a valorous and heroic

dcmd performed by him in the caving of a life or for injury or
death'or threat of injury ‘or death incurred by him in the service
of the State or his community or or. behalf of the health, welfare
or safety of other persons. The medal shall be awarded by the.

Grvaraor with an appropriate ceremony."”



January 6, 1968

Miss Kathy Shapley>V

P. O. Box 572

Powers# Oregon 97466

Dear Kathy:

When vie were rearranging our offices recently,
we found your original design for Alaska's Medal
for Bravery and Heroism. We thought you would
like to have it and are sending it to you wunder

separate cover.

Sincerely yours.

(Mrs.) Virginia O 'Reilly
O ffice of the Governor



Winning Mcdftl Design

Nixteen-year-old Kathy'Shap-.
ley,' or craig, Alaska, nas made
a contribution to the Stale of
Atwka. -which  will orolwblv-
make her nameas familiar toail

= of tis as that of the designer of

our flag—Denny Benson. Her
design, for the State .Medil of-
Heroism has been chosemoul

of 429 entries; * : ik

The .'design competition,was.
conducled In all the_schools’of .

t;-"~ a”™ ™ Juneruc laska Empire/Friday, March 11,.1966V

Incurred by him la3he'service
of the Slate or hU Community
or on behalf of lhe/h'eailh, wel-
fare or safety tof.iolher, per-
sons,” ' -e e KNG Ak egj 0

Kathy's design8as cho”enby
a committee'composed of OBrfgl
Gen. William £ VEImore, !lhe
state’s adjutant gtlieral; Joseph
Briones, Arneric/in'Leglo n
service officer; Tlidmas.Mor-
gan, Juneau businessman; .and

Alaska; and was open to -any f*Chpt, George H. E»yca Jrl, of
student from the first through V/the U, S, Coast Guard. *. :"i.

the.l"th~grade. Chapter i2ofthe
Sesslop Laws of Alaska, 1965,.
which created the medal and
d'recled the. Governor tc con-
duct, the oompeUtion, authorizes
the medal to be prosenteJ to ah

/Alasitan  in recognition-of a
ivalorous ai\d.(hnroic deed per-

Immed by. him in the saving
of a life or- or bilyry or dealh”™
or threai of Injury-or'-deathl

in a letter lo the Craig-ninth
grader, Gov. William A. Egan
said, “ It Is a truly outstanding
design. Your use of the out-
stretched hands-to depict>one
human being coming to the"eld
0f another is very moving.”

The cold medal;wllI*t>e sus-
penaea from a hln»”.]b>o00.wlth
the Big Dipper and

.giaringold. i

%



THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT(S) MAY NOT FILM
LEGIBLY BECAUSE OF POOR QUALITY OF THE
ORIGINAL,
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Brigadier General
Adjutant General
Department

Ben? 2 4 2 1 ;

Governor Egan has expressed his pleasure over

The medal is authorized by Chanter 12, Session _‘p'i'.f
Laws of Alaska, 1965, This chapter reaas as follow s: *'e>
*ox s .. . . re ex - 1Y
"The Governor is authorized to award a State /vC~"Tv :
medal for heroism directly or posthumously to any citizen .V-. -
of the State in recognition of a valorous and heroic, deed/"’ -

performed by him in the saving of a life or for injury or!'/C/~*,

death or threat of. injury or. death incurred by him in theC?";

service of the State or his community or. on.behalf of the'v V-
nr nf nHipr nAT.Anrtfl ’ mhé& W e eJ*

*

JLUO Kjwiz*-uU=x=. £11d-LIL UXCIS.C d-Li.duMA~LUC-LIL-0 JWUA. LUtS ;
designing of the medal for heroism through a statewide - 4

The Alaska E'epartment of Education is now dlIs-~~2™1[I" -
tributing information concerning the competition to schools

oo T e e FY) Lo

Ar/VI o



THE PRECEDING DOCUHENT(S) MAY NOT FILM
LEGIBLY BECAUSE OF POOR QUALITY OF THE
ORIGINAL .



Brigadier General William S. Elmore October 26,

X am sure you are interested in knowing who

w ill serve with you on the committee. The other
are

Rear Admiral G. D. Synon, commandant
e 17th Coast Guard D istrict, Juneau

Mr. Joseph Briones, American Legion
service officer, Juneau

Mrs. Rie Munoz. Juneau artist
* - * _V; coe"''" F* P * > *

—et* * Mr. Tom Morgan, Juneau businessman

Sincerely,

members

Gerald E. Bowkett
Special Assistant

1965



HEROISM AWARO-Wirw o w frwtnUr* rtcalv* K eWim «wadd ->d dttfW firn CueYar

nor WilHjm A.
pﬂ@EGovémor % Roy Ml

. ILbR) Ko4th For-igren, fl
, firtf offic, *nd

ineor. Mone i, Don fiorom,

tWien Stewardess Receives
Heroism Award From Egan

Governor William A Egan presented ihe
Kate's award fur berm- ni and bravery UMnej-
day.lo Miss Nancy Ibios. Wien Consolidated
Alrlines stewarccss who convinced a man ¢ .trcIJ-
ed wilh h|’ack|ng a Wien jetliner on Oct. * To
surrender [o authonlies _

In a late allerrs«in ceremon W|tne?sed by
about 30 persons, including the 31-year-old stew-
ardess parents. Mr ami Mn> thuck Dans of
Seattle. ‘Governor Kg.w pinm-d the medal on
Miss [>avis and praised her 0>ol composilre. In
the (k-t. 19ordealas 'a great display o raver?/
performed not only in the interest of herself
and hrr fellow crew members but nf all Alas-
kans as well " Ar acc,ompanymg certificate of
cornmendai nn cited Miss Mans Yor “her lonel
coHrage, hrr mﬁste[rél nf fear” and "her I-op
and cancern for her fellow man * ..

Allrrwartl Miss Mavis cwlltd the award "the

& "(HIEfULiL"CF-

experience of a lifttimr." As for the hijackin%,
she said: "N o one would ever want to o throug
that kind of experience again The Crew was
very.fortunate. -
Governor E%an also presented certificates of
merit to the other crew members on the hijacked
flight, PUm Don. Peterson, First Officer Rax
Miller. FUghl Digincer Keith Forsgren. an
Sevr\gardcss arg|e N}erlt. ,
_Thoae In Junéau for the ceremony included
airline officials Sig Wien, oourd chaifman. Ray
Petcrscrt. president, and Wyman R. Ricc. vice
F_remdent fo e,ratlong: slaf;e Director of Avia-
ion Viefor Schmidt a d Anchorage IntenuUonal
Adrport manaﬂgfzr J,?ck Peck; and fdlcw Wen
emﬁloyed and family members.

They-later were guests o1 llovrrmor and Mrs.
Egan at a dinner ia honor of miax Davii and
the other crew members.



March 7/ 1980

MI*7*~ u.u
Mr. Mike Hancock
800 1/2 East EIm
Lina, Ohio 45804
'‘'Dear Mr. Hancockt r«rs era.v-Mol e .- .i."“-r
terras/* o0z Auo-so 2-..,

Jr.*r. or. thr
Enclosed is your'citation'and Alaska'mmedal
.heroism for your'heroic 'act* on"August_19f
rescued Mr. Dick Lafferty from his'crashed
RAAR - e noee X *

had-'hoped thatesl'would the opportunity'to
;.make this ."presentation to you and regret that arrangements?*

could not be made. Rather than delaying furtherrthe pre-
-long overdue,l am mailing

for bravery-
1977./;in,which you
airplane"ZZ"

A .- "Aﬁ*..r

have personally

sentation mof -.your 'award which'is

-3 LAV * — - w3

It _to you. ywzr cvr. >y -« SV won V1 - e wl f
but-rnsrrcr. or j e | — e o my ¥ -

coursl/e-
Congratulations on behalf of all
deserving and it is; my pleasure to make
You*' norSen r.otSv<: »we - vn»*

sWith kind 'regards.ton rriU; cs

Alaskans. You are. most

this "presentation,”

* .

to n c.vxiw scc.oty.

sincerely,- C-vcrncecr rf

?sii

Cr- cYhtlf of
t aml-*- A1 T N vor -7d..r
r. Jay S. Hammond
Governor
Enclosure
bcc: Jessie Dodson
Department of Public Safety

Commissioner Niix,
Mr. Dick Lafferty

JSH:GR:rs
Ipy ..
i* flyes



AWARD FOR BRAVERY-HEROISM

MIKE HANCOCK

Your rescue of Mr. Richard Lafferty from his crashed airplane

at Kenai, Alaska on the morning of August 19, 1977 was
accomplished at great personal risk to your own life and
safety. The crash, which occurred under conditions of
patchy ground fog, brought down high voltage power lines

which increased the danger of fire at the accident site.and,’
additionally, carried the threat of electrocution of would-

be rescuers. ' .. . . . . . . *

. . “ e ) o
You acted quickly to save an injured man's life, without
regard for your, own life . .Your act required not only
courage, but respect for human life and compassion for your
fellow man., ;,0~. 0 LI

Your action was motivated by the'highest and best instincts

of an individual which contributes to a caring society.

On behalf.of all Alaskans, |, Jay S. Hammond, Governor of
the State of Alaska, commend you for your heroic act.

Dated:

Jay S. Hammond
Governor



October 22, 1968

Mr. Randy Blake Prinzing

Box 392
Soldotna, Alaska 99669
Dear Randy* =« -f

Mr. Marvel Elkin3 has advised' me of your heroism which for
saved the lives of Kathleen L. Robinson and your brother,
Ricky, at Scout Lake on May 11, 1968.

It is my pleasure to commend your action performed without
regard for your personal safety. It expressed the high

respect and coir - -sionate concern you have for human life .
A quality of i*:'"-~hity often sought, but seldom found.

1 am happy to inform you that because of your successful. «
r iscue efforts last May, you have been awarded the State
Heroism Medal.

Please accept my very best wishes for future success in
whatever you do.

Warm personal regards*

Sincerely yours,

.Walter J. Hickel
Governor

Enclosure



meeehit* Jey S. Hetnuc.ij/- IVr.er_.h-y wi:, 1V?
# * . ¢ )
n, - - January 17, 1978 YT
-Surics . “r.&Z.*
jrx. Pel *4'ji-: .2
Kr. George Jackinsky AV
box 57
Jlasilof, Alaska 99610 * *e j e * U e -V :vqucit-ra
*fvssv.rciion of tr;:- "ti.d 'hr .-m*ee:*3s rrvyic.cd
Dear Mr;'* JackinskyyY C<-'rl«. JrckSr:siv < r -is. nalir-r. he "VvbJSb*
m s ::;cui efforts at sctna of - rian.* era?*; ei. aiious: 5,
I an pleased .to .-inform you,that after reviewing the v
information presented me concerning your ,rescue of v
two occupants of a burning aircraft last 7mgust, it is i v..va-V 4§
jsy intention to award you the state medal for heroism. - .
Alaska statutes say such an award may be presented by the AM =
Governor...”in recognition of a valorous and heroic deed - -
performed, .in the saving of a life ..." The courage you .
displayed in pulling Raymond Wright and John Uepple from
the burning wreckage of their plane certainly more than
qualifies for this award.
If possible, | would like to present the award to you in
Anchorage on February 10, as part of the annual awards
banquet of the Department of Public Safety. B ill HcConkey
Special Assistant in charge of my Anchorage O ffice, w ill
be happy to assist you with the arrangements for getting you
there. |l 'd appreciate it if you 'would please contact him
as soon as possible to v/iork out the details. Bis phone
number is 272-1478B, He is located at 338 Denali Street on
tha seventh floor of the MacKay building in downtown Juichorage
My thanks to you on behalf of the people of Alaska for your *
unselfish display of heroism. I look forward to meeting
you on February 10th.
Sincerely,
Jay S. Hammond
Governor -
cc: Commissioner Burton
Jessie Dodson
B ill Hicd onKey ry
bcc: B ill HcConkey - if Mr. Jackinsky cannot afford to travel )/
to Anchorage at his own expense, you are authorized to bring a -L
him to Anchorage at state expense. Please work out the details Y |
when he contacts you. - Jessie. A*/t*

JSH'LH:vac

»

')



Lieutenant D. R. Lawrence October 17, 1977
Commander
D Detachment

Sergeant M. S. Radisch'v-Al . . .. Jackinsky Recommendation
Supervisor
Soldotna Post ‘

On August 5, 1977 at 10:00P.M. State Troopers responded to an aircraft accident
near Kasilof Air Port.- The plane, a Beach 18 3N28536, was bound for a Kasilof

Cannery with a load of fish for Tyonek. There was a miscalculation upon approach
to the airport and the pilot was unable to correct the situation, crashing intovyv
the trees as he was attempting to gain altitude.* ! i >
. T. " . R *

Mr. George Jackinsky, a resident of the area, responded to the crash, and with
disregard to his own personal safety, entered the burning aircraft and pulled =
co-pilot Raymond Wright from the plane and dragged him to a location approx.

100 feet, in a wooded area. Then upon hearing the cries of a second person,
Mr.+Jackinsky reentered the plane t<? carry pilot John Nepple from the aircraft
to the location of the first victim.'

Had it not been for the actions of Mr. Jackinsky, there is no 'question that both
Mr. Wright and Mr. Nepple would have .perished in the aircraft as the aircraft

was totally destroyed by the fife. My personal observations at the scene in-
dicated the aircraft was in flames.” Without one walking directly up to the remains
of the plane it would be next to impossible to discern which was the cockpit

area, lefTilone pull the victims from the aircraft. Mr. Jackinsky was observed

at the scene and appeared near exhaustion. -

I highly recommend that Mr, Jackinsky be duly commended for his bravery and

disregard for his own life in pulling the victins from the aircraft. liis actions
should be called to the Governor's attention so that proper, commendation might
be made. Mr. Jackinsky resides at Box 57, Kasilof. He is 59 years of age.

MSR/mh



February 1, 1978

Mr. D. H. Deutschlander *
Principal ..
Kenai High School S .

Kenai, Alaska 99611 . - . - . .
Dear Mr. Deutschlander: * .

- % * * / *_. e e I . |
On Friday, February 10, 1978, Governor Hammond w ill be

presenting the state’s appreciation and commendations
to Mr. George Jackinsky and his children, Jon and Lisa,
for their act of heroism on rescuing two men from a

crashed burning airplane.. ceee _h..*vy\....
7it very special risks to their owii lives, they pulled two 1
men from the plane seconds-before it exploded.

. Tjhe. . ; \\ =
I would certainly hope that the school policy w ill allow

an excused absence for Jon Jackinsky on Friday, February 10
1978 for this awards ceremony.

Sincerely r *

W illiam C., McConkey
Special Assistant
to the Governor

BM:vac

bcc: Mr. George Jackinsky

Box 57
Kasilof, Alaska 9!>610



Dean of
Seattle

February 1, 1978

Students
Pacific College

3307 Third Avenue, VJest

Seattle,

Washington SB119

Dear Sir:

On Friday, February 10, 1978, Governor Hammond w ill be

presenting the state's appreciation and commendations to
Mr. George Jackinsky and his children, Jon and Lisa, for
their act of heroism in rescuing two men from a crashed

burning

At very
two men

Il would

airplane.

* "Rk x * . Ps * o "
real risks to their own Iive3, they pulled the
from the plane seconds before it exploded.

certainly hope that University policy will allow

an excused absence for Lisa Jackinsky on Friday, February

1978, .for this awards ceremony.

Sincerely,

W illiam C. HcConkey
Special Assistant
to the Govornor

bcc: Mr. George Jackinsky
Box 57
Kasilof, Alaska 99610

10



ORTON
<£50UNO
EALTH ' * Delegate of Alaska Federation of Native

h i

ORPORATION
P.O. Box 966 « Nome, Alaska 99762 443-226

September 11, 1975 -

Governor Jay Hammond SL* 1
Pouch A . .
Juneau, Alaska 99811 . . .n' OA-TX-
Dear Governor Hammond: ' . .

e o V.
The Medical Staff of Maynard McDcugall Memorial Hospital would like to take this ﬂr
opportunity to commend several State employees and their response during vhe Wien
disaster on St. Lawrence Island. As part of the medical team responding | had the.
opportunity to observe two people perform with outstanding s kill and heroism under
extreme hardship and personal hazard* . .

- e tee ey

Corrine Kerfoot, Itinerant Public Health Nurse in the Name area had retired from the

Public Health Service the night before and happened to be at Gambell. She was arrong’
the first group to reach the plane crash. Her timely first aid, splinting of the
many fractures and sense of priorities probably saved three peoples lives. She main-

tained control of the accident site assigned priorities for evacuation which led to
an orderly evacuation of the patients.

Gilbert Pelowook, the State Trooper at St. Lawrence Island was on board the aircraft when

it crashed. He freed himself shook off his own injuries and moved every passenger who
survived o ff the aircraft before it burned. If the fire could have held off longer rhan
it did, he would have been able to save even more. Many of the accident victims first
comments to me were " Thank G il for me, he saved my life ". It is mry personal opinion
that a lesser man could not have done a job that Gil did during the accident. A man of
less w ill could not have shaken o ff his own injuries and moved, an many people off the
aircraft as he did without collapsing of sheer exhaustion, mental and physical. The

National Guard detachment at Gambell while individually unknown to me, did a tremendous
job in helping with the evacuation of the accident victims off the cliff and the five

mile trip down to the school louse where the aid station was set up. Finally the people
of Gambell themselves, the entire village, responded giving of themselves, their blankets
their bedding, their time and their energies helping in the evacuation and working with
the people in the school house. Many lost blankets, bedding and clothing that they give *
to the victims to keep them warm during the evacuation.

Thank you for the opportunity to bring these thoughts to you,
Sincerely,
W.R. Bookhout, Physicians 77ssis
Norton Sound Health Corporation
Box 966

Mane, Alasla 99762

cc: Governor’s O ffice - Ncrre
WRB:bbp



October 16, 1975

Ms. Corrine Kerfoot
c/lo Mr. W. R. Bookhout . -

Norton Sound Health Corporation Ty -
|

Nome, Alaska‘99762 VAR o e - v.S AT $H-T

- i . . ALY

Dear Ms. Kerfoot:

Mr. Bookhout wrote me recently and told me of your «

admirable efforts in assisting the victims of the V7ien *
air crash.. He said you were among the first group to
reach the crash site, and administered aid to those

who were injured. I want you to know that your timely

and invaluable assistance was deeply appreciated by

those -in need and by all the families involved. I want

to commend you for a job well done.

Mr. Bookhout also informed me that you had j?ist retired
as the Itinerant Public Health Nurse; | wish you the very

best in your future endeavors.

Sincerely,

Jay S. Hammond
Governor

bec: Barbara Shaffer

JSH/inlp



September 4, 1975

Trooper Gilbert Pelowook ... V~ e
Alaska State Troopers .o . . C e e
P.O. Box 112 Ve B DT
Sovoonga, Alaska Q9769 N LA s . ‘*})\

Art* -1 -
Dear Gil: *

I am extremely proud of your .heroic efforts in helping.the
accident victims in the August .30, .plane crash on Saint .,
Lawrence Island. Your ejEforts. are a credit to the Department
of Public Safety, Alaska. State Troopers, to all of the
citizens of ﬁ\laska, a’pd *to myself, pgrsonally.

It speaks well of all Troopers .when one. member performs in
such an exemplary manner”. I am. told, .through your individual
efforts, many accident, victims. ar,e. today alive, who might

otherwise have perishedJLn the tragic accident.. ,

For your outstanding efforts, | am pleased to.present to you.
the STATE OF ALASKA AWAIiy). FOR BRAVERY-HEROISM. You join r
distinguished list of Alaskans who have shown their love for

their fellow man through.individual unselfish actions, often
at their own great personal risk. For this,.l commend you.

Sincerely, L

‘Jay S. Hammond
Governor



September 5# 1975

ALASKA AWARD FOR BRAVERY-HEROISM

We have many valuable resources in the State of Alaska/ but

by far the most prized is our people. Throughout our history
Alaska has had a number of severe disasters/ including -
earthquakes/ floods/ wind storms? and fires. Some have
affected whole sections of the State, some affected large
cities, some affected individual towns. But regardless of

the size of the disaster, or the number of people affected,
Alaskans have tradb5tionally-pitched in to help.

. e -
At a time when citizens in some parts of the country seem
more apathetic, Alaskans s till are demonstrating a willingnes
to help each other and that is what mr,: zb the people of this ;
State our greatest resource. - L * Ir..

The residents of Gambell are the most recent example of this
outstanding Alaskan quality of helping others when help is
needed. * *

Following the tragic plane’crash on Saint Lawrence Island on
August 30, the residents of Gambell were instrumental in
helping those who were injured. Through their efforts in
aiding the accident victims by taking them from the crash
site across difficult terrain to Gambell and caring for them
until additional help arrived, the citizens of Gambell
helped avert further injury or death.

Because of the high qualities of service to their fellow man
exhibited by the citizens of Gambell during this tragic
accident, I, Jay S. Hammond, Governor of the State of Alaska,
am honored to present the

ALASKA AWARD FOR BRAVERY-HEROISM 1

to the residents of Gambell.



October 27, 1975.

The Honorable Conrad Oozeva
Mayor of Gambc 21X .-

i>. 0. Box 111 S et
Gambell, Alaska -~ angen

iDear Mayor Oo”cya. , -
As Governor of Alaska, | wish thank you and the residents

of Gambell for the outstanding heroism demonstrated in
helping persons involved in the airplane crash on

August 30. W ith this letter, | am enclosing a State
Heroism Award and the statement | made to honor the

people of Gambell. I am sending them to you as

Mayor of Gambell and hope you w ill personally extend

my thanks to all who helped so bravely.

I wish | were able to come to Gambell to thank you all,
individually. That, however, has not been possible as you
are aware by now. I used the radio as a means to publicly

thank the residents of Gambell,

Please also extend my thanks to Ray Oozevasuk who accepted
for the people of Gambell while he was in Nome.

I am proud of all of the people of Gambell for their
outstanding assistance in this tradegy.- You demonstrated

the highest qualities of service to your fellow man.

Sincerely,

Jay S. Hammond
Governor
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