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H O U S E  B I L L  80

O n  the d a y  o f  the- 1982 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  the A n c h o r a g e  a r e a  e x p e r i e n c e d  
a p o w e r  outage, c a u s e d  by  p e r s o n  or p e r s o n s  u n k n o w n  w h o  shot o u t  a 
p o w e r  line in the A n c h o r a g e  area. W h i l e  p o w e r  w a s  r e s t o r e d  to some 
o f  the A n c h o r a g e  bo w l  by a b o u t  6:00 p.m. that day, p o w e r  w a s  no.t r e­
st o r e d  to o u t l y i n g  a r e a s  (including the C h u q i a k - E a g l e  R i v e r  area) 
u n t i l  12:30 a.m. the n e x t  m o rning. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  the n o r m a l l y  45- 
m i n u t e  to an ho u r  trip fr o m  the d o w n t o w n  A n c h o r a g e  a r e a  to p l a c e s  
o f  r e s i d e n c e  in C h u g i a k - E a g l e  R i v e r  to o k  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  two h o u r s  
b e c a u s e  o f  t r a f f i c  s i g n a l  light m a l f u n c t i o n  and t r a f f i c  tieups.
M a n y  p e r s o n s  in m y  d i s t r i c t  have e x p r e s s e d  to me th a t  th e y  just 
a s s u m e d  the p o l l i n g  p l a c e s  w o u l d  be c l o s e d  (for lack of lighting) 
or that th e y  left town at the n o r m a l  time, o n l y  to a r r i v e  ho m e  too 
late to v o t e  b e c a u s e  of the t r a f f i c  p r o b l e m s .

A c c o r d i n g  to an a r t i c l e  In the N o v e m b e r  3 A n c h o r a g e  Times, "Stray 
B u l l e t  S t a l l s  Tra f f i c ,  V o t ers, P o w e r , "  p a g e  C-l, A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  
W i l s o n  C o n d o n  stated t h a t  a f t e r  r e v i e w  o f  the s i t u a t i o n  and the law, 
h e  d e t e r m i n e d  that t h ere w a s  " A b s o l u t e l y  no a u t h o r i t y  to e x t e n d  the 
p o l l i n g  time."

T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r e s e n t l y  b e f o r e  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  in the form 
o f  H ouse Bi l l  80 is an a t t e m p t  to r e c t i f y  this m a t t e r  so that if 
a .natural d i s a s t e r  or s o m e t h i n g  on  the o r d e r  o f  the A n c h o r a g e  
s i t u a t i o n  o c c u r s  in later years, t here w i l l  be some a u t h o r i t y  
for some a c t i o n  if any a c t i o n  is d e e m e d  necessary.

TO:

F R O M : 

DATE: 

RE:

BOX 142 
EAGLE RIVER, ALASKA 

99377 
(907) 0 9 4 .4 .4 9



r x s u u r r ju x r , g a p  p g B p p i g —  —  ....
I. REQUEST

Bill/Resolution No. H o u s e  B i l l  No. 8 0 —  " A n  A c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  
Title e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  t i m e  fr>r> v r v H n c y o n  p l p p f i ' n n  ^ a y  r n d p - p  n p r t a i n
Requested bv p 0 pr’ocont?t'iwe P ^ i n i p c

II; FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected q -f -Ft p p  n f  T h p  P n u p m n n

.Date 1/Z.u 1 & 2 .

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,

Program Category Affected D i v i s i o n  o f  K l p r t i o n q
BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affected n i v i e ^ n n  o -f n p p t i n n e _______
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item 

amounts and funding for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86

IV00£

FY 88

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL .
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT.
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,E T C .

- ~

TOTAL
- 0 - - 0 - - 0 - -0- - 0 - - 0 -

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source) ,

••

POSITIONS
N O N E

FULL TIME
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, Section III)

N o  a d d i t i o n a l  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  w i l l  b e  i n c u r r e d  w i t h  H o u s e  B i l l  No. 80

IV. DATE 1 / 2 4 / 8 3 P R E P A R E D A r n o l d T  , -De.pu.t_y. . D i r e c t o r
A G E N C Y  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  f l n v p - r n r v p  3 n h . n ' p ^ n  Q f

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE 5 8 8 - 8 1  P I_____________  E l e c t i o n s
C C : Budget and Management y-

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named) ':.*

3 3 -0 0 1  (R e v . 1 2 /8 2 )



Polling Hours for the G eneral Election

Polls open Polls close Notes on Hours
ALABAMA 8 a.m. 6 p.m. Opening and cloting rime* not mandatory: 

polls mutt be open at least 10 coruc.uttve hourt

ALASKA b  a.m. 8  p.m.

ARIZONA 6 a.m. 7 p.m.

ARKANSAS 8 a.m. 7 :30 p.m. P c llt may open at 7 a.m.

CALIFORNIA 7 a.m. 8  p.m. > Charter cities may set different hours tor municipal elections

COLORADO 7 a.m. 7  p.m.

CONNECTICUT 6 a.m. 8  p.m.

DELAWARE 7 a.m. 8  p.m.

FLORIDA 7 a.m. 7 p.m.

GEORGIA 7 a.m. 7 p.m. In  cities o f .’ 00.000 o r  more, polls remain open until 8  p.m.

HAWAII 7 a.m. C p.m. Voters standing in line at 6 p.m. may vote. 
N o one may |o in  line after 6 p.m.

IDAHO 8 a.m. 8  p.m. Tolls close 8  p.m. o r earlier when a ll registered electors o f the 
precinct have appeared and voted. County clerk hat option o f 

opening polls at 7 a.m.

ILLINOIS 6  a.m. 7 p.m.

INDIANA 6  a.m. 6  p.m.

IOWA 7 a.m. 9  p.m.

KANSAS 7 a.m. 7 p.m. Hours may be changed by election authorities, but polls must be 
kept open at least 12 cont-ccutive hourt between 6  a.m . and 8  p.m.

KENTUCKY 6  a.m. 6  p.m. Tersont in line may vote until 7 p.m.

LOUISIANA 6  a.m. 8  p.m. Persons in line at 8  p .m . arc entitled to  vote.

MAINE Between <i a.m . 6c 10 a.m. Between 8  p.m . Cw 9  p.m. O n ly  municipalities using voting machines have the 
option o f  staying open until 9  p.m .

MARYLAND 7 a.m. 8  p.m.

MASSACHUSETTS May open at earlv at 5:45 a.m.; 
mutt be opene J  by 10 a.m.

8  p.m. In cities and towns, the po llt shall be kept open at least 10 houts

MICHIGAN 7 a.m. 8  p.m.

MINNESOTA 7 a.m. 8  p.m. Municipalities o f  less than 1,000 may establish 
hou rt o f 9  a m. to  8  p.m.

MISSISSIPPI 7 a.m. 6  p.m •

MISSOURI 6  a.m. 7 p.m.

MONTANA 8 a.m. 
12 p.m.

8  p.m.
8  p.m. o r earn..* when all 

have registered in iny 
precinct have voted

In precincts o f  lest than 100 registered voters.



Polling Hours for the General Election (cont.)

Polls open Polls close Notes on Hours
NEBRASKA 7 a.m.

8 a.m.
7 p.m.
8 p.m.

Mountain Time Zone. 
Centra l Time Zone.

NEVADA 7 a.m. 7 p.m.

NEW HAMPSHIRE Vanes Varies Cities: Polls open not less than 4 hours and may be opened not 
earlier than 6 a.m . nor later than 8 p.m. Small towns: In towns o f 

less than 700 population the polls shall be open not less than 
S consecutive hours. O n  written request o f 7 registered voters the 

polls shall be kept open until 6 p.m . In towns o f less than 100 
population, the polls shall close if a ll on  the checklist have voted.

. O ther towns: Polls shall open not later than 10 a.m . and close not 
earlier than 6 p.m . O n  written request o f 10 registered voters the 

polls shall be kept open until 7 p.m.

NEW JERSEY 7 a.m. 8 p.m.

NEW MEXICO 8 a.m. 7 p.m.

NEW YORK 6 a.m. 9  p.m.

NORTH CAROLINA 6 :30 a.m. 7:30 p.m. In  voting precincts where voting machines are used, county 
board o f elections may permit closing at 8 :30 p.m.

NORTH DAKOTA Betwr*”  7 -  — A* 9 t .m . Between 7 p.m. 6c 9  p.m.

OH IO 6 :30  a.m. 7:30 p.m.

OKLAHOMA 7 a.m. 7 p.m.

OREGON 8 a.m. 8 p.m.

PENNSYLVANIA 7 a.m. 8 p.m.

RHODE ISLAND Between 7 a.m . 6c 12 noon 9  p.m.

SOUTH CAROLINA 8 a.m. 7 p.m. Lancaster County is allowed to keep polls open until 8 p.m.

SOUTH DAKOTA 7 a.m. 7 p.m. Mountain Time Zone.
8 a.m. 8 p.m. Central Time Zone.

TENNESSEE Vanes 8 p.m. EST 
7 p.m. C ST Polls must be open mmlmun o f IQ and 

maximum o f 13 continuous hours

TEXAS 7 a.m. 7 p.m. In counties o f mure than one million population 
the (mils may he opened at 6 a m.

UTAH 7 a.m. 8 p.m.

VERMONT Between 6 a.m. 6c 10 a.m. Not later than 7 p.m. Polls must lie open at least 9  consecutive hours during the day.

VIRGINIA 6  a.m. 7 p.m.

WASHINGTON 7 a.m. 8  p.m.

WEST VIRGINIA 6 :30 a m. 7:30 p.m.

WISCONSIN • a.m. 8  p.m. 1st, 2nd and ltd  class sines.
)  a m. 8  p.m. •4th class cities, villages and towns. Opening houta extendable 

by governing body to  not earlier than 7 a.m.

WYOMING 8 i.m . 7 p.m.

SO U RC E : The Book o f  Ihe S u u a  I 9 8 2 - 8 J , (Lexington, Kentucky: The Council o f Slate Governments, 1982) p. 106-7.



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
'°T.Cilson L. C o n d o n

U i  1 9 S 2

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l
J u n e a u  - A G O

FILE N O

TELEPHONE NO

E l i z a b e t h  P a g e  K e n n e d y  SUBJECT. E f f e c t  of P o w e r
' A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  O u t a g e  on V o t i n g

and P r o c e d u r e s
G a y l e  W. Savage, I n v e s t i g a t o r  
A n c h o r a g e  - A G O

\

As a r e s u l t  of the p o w e r  o u t a g e  in the A n c h o r a g e  ar e a  
on N o v e m b e r  2, 1982, an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  at the 
r e q u e s t  of the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  or n o t  
e l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  at the p o l l s  w e r e  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  and 
w h e t h e r  or n o t  the v o t e r s  in t h o s e  a r e a s  w e r e  d e p r i v e d  of t h e i r  
right to vote.

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  of 
C h u g a c h  Electric, M u n i c i p a l  L i g h t  & Power, the A n c h o r a g e  P o l i c e  
Depart m e n t ,  the F e d e r a l  B u r e a u  of I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o f f i c i a l s  of the 
D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s ,  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  the e l e c t i o n  b o a r d s  fr o m  
the e l e c t i o n  p r e c i n c t s  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  the p o w e r  o u t a g e . *

I . E x t e n t  o f  P o w e r  O u t a g e

A c c o r d i n g  to R o b e r t  H. Day, an e n g i n e e r  for M u n i c i p a l  
L i g h t  and Power, t h e r e  w e r e  two p o w e r  o u t a g e s  in A n c h o r a g e  on

A  list of e l e c t i o n  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  i n t e r v i e w e d  f o l l o w s  this 
report.

I ?

DIRECTOR OF ELECTIONS



W i l s o n  L. C o n d o n
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

N o v e m b e r  13, 1 9 8 2
P a g e  2

E l e c t i o n  Day, N o v e m b e r  2, 1932. T h e  f i r s t  o c c u r r e d  at 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7:00 a.m. a n d  p o w e r  w a s  r e s t o r e d  at a b o u t  7:45 a.m. 
T h e  s e c o n d  p o w e r  o u t a g e  in A n c h o r a g e  o c c u r r e d  at a b o u t  4: 0 0  p.m. 
and w a s  c a u s e d  b y  an a p p a r e n t  act of v a n d a l i s m * *  w h i c h  c a u s e d  a 
p o w e r  line b e l o n g i n g  to C h u g a c h  E l e c t r i c  to fa l l  a c r o s s  a p o w e r  
line b e l o n g i n g  to M u n i c i p a l  L i g h t  a n d  Power. T h e  r e s u l t i n g  
o v e r l o a d  a n d  p o w e r  s u r g e  c a u s e d  p o w e r  to go out t h r o u g h o u t  m u c h  
of A n c h o r a g e .  P o w e r  in A n c h o r a g e  w e s t  of M u l d o o n  R o a d  was 
r e s t o r e d  b y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6:15 p.m. P o w e r  e a s t  of M u l d o o n  to 
E a g l e  R i v e r  was n o t  r e s t o r e d  u n t i l  as la t e  as 1:00 a.m. the 
f o l l o w i n g  m o rning.

A c c o r d i n g  to o f f i c i a l s  in the D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s ,  
the f o l l o w i n g  28 p o l l i n g  p l a c e s  r e p o r t e d  p o w e r  outages:

1. D i s t r i c t  10, P r e c i n c t  84 ( S t e l l a r  School, 2500 
B l u e b e r r y ,  A n c h o r a g e )

2. D i s t r i c t  10, P r e c i n c t  86 (Rogers P a r k  E l e m e n t a r y  
Sc h ool, 1400 E a s t  N o r t h e r n  L i g h t s  Blvd.,
A m  h o r a g e )

3. D i s t r i c t  10, P r e c i n c t  88 (North St a r  E l e m e n t a r y  
School, 605 W. F i r e w e e d ,  A n c h o r a g e )

4. D i s t r i c t  10, P r e c i n c t  89 (West H i g h  School,
1700 H i l l c r e s t  D r . , A n c h o r a g e )

5. D i s t r i c t  11, P r e c i n c t  104 (Enstar, 3000 S p e n a r d  
Road, A n c h o r a g e )

6. D i s t r i c t  11, P r e c i n c t  111 (West H i g h  S c h ool,
1700 W. H i l l c r e s t  D r . , A n c h o r a g e )

7. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  120 (Inlet V i e w  School,
, 1219 'N" Street, A n c h o r a g e )

** T h e  c a u s e  of the p o w e r  o u t a g e  w a s  n o t  the s u b j e c t  of this 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  but is b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by the FBI. A g e n t  
K a m p h e r  of the FBI i n d i c a t e d  that at this p o i n t  in time, there is 
no e v i d e n c e  to s u g g e s t  that the m o t i v e  for the vandalism,, if in 
fact it w a s  v a n d a l i s m ,  w a s  to a f f e c t  e l e c t i o n  results.



W i l s o n  L. C o n d o n
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

N o v e m b e r  13, 1 9 3 2
P a g e  3

8. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  121 ( P i o n e e r  Home, 923 W e s t  
1 1 t h  A v e . , A n c h o r a g e )

9. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  122 ( D e n a l i  E l e m e n t a r y  
School, 148 E a s t  9 t h  Ave., A n c h o r a g e )

10. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  123 ( F a i r v i e w  E l e m e n t a r y  
School, 1317 N e l c’nina, A n c h o r a g e )

11. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  124 ( A i r p o r t  H e i g h t s  
E l e m e n t a r y  School, 7510 A l d e r ,  A n c h o r a g e )

12. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  126 ( A l a s k a  S a l e s  & S e r v i c e ,  
1300 E a s t  F i f t h  A v e . , A n c h o r a g e )

13. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  127 ( C h u g a c h  E l e m e n t a r y  
School, 1205 "E" St., A n c h o r a g e )

14. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  128 ( G o v e r n m e n t  H i l l  
E l e m e n t a r y  School, 525 E. B l u f f  Road.,
A n c h o r a g e )

15. D i s t r i c t  13, P r e c i n c t  140 (Lake Otis E l e m e n t a r y  
S c h ool, 3331 L a k e  O t i s  P k w y . , A n c h o r a g e )

16. D i s t r i c t  13, P r e c i n c t  141 ( C o l l e g e  G a t e  E l e m e n t a r y  
Sc h ool, 3104 S u n f l o w e r ,  A n c h o r a g e )

17. D i s t r i c t  13, P r e c i n c t  142 ( B a xter E l e m e n t a r y
Sc h ool, 2991 B a x t e r  Road, A n c h o r a g e )

18. D i s t r i c t  13, P r e c i n c t  143 (East H i g h  School,
B r a g a w  a n d  N o r t h e r n  L i g h t s  B l v d . , A n c h o r a g e )

19. D i s t r i c t  13, P r e c i n c t  144 ( R u s s i a n  J a c k  
. E l e m e n t a r y  School, 4420 E a s t  20th Ave.,
A n c h o r a g e )

20. D i s t r i c t  13, P r e c i n c t  147 (Clark Jr. H i g h
Sc h ool, 150 S. Bragaw, A n c h o r a g e )

21. D i s t r i c t  14, P r e c i n c t  160 ( B a xter E l e m e n t a r y
School, 2991 B a x t e r  Road, A n c h o r a g e )

22. D i s t r i c t  14, P r e c i n c t  170 ( B a r t l e t t  H i g h  S c h o o l ,
2 5 500 N o r t h  Nuindoon, A n c h o r a g e )



W i l s o n  L. C o n d o n
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

N o v e m b e r  13, 1 9 8 2
P a g e  4

23. D i s t r i c t  15, P r e c i n c t  184 ( H o m e s t e a d  E l e m e n t a r y  
S c h ool, 2 9 0 1  B a r a n o f  Dr i v e ,  e a g l e  River)

24. D i s t r i c t  15, P r e c i n c t  185 ( N o r t h l a n d  B a p t i s t  
C h u r c h ,  E a g l e  R i v e r  L o o p  Road, E a g l e  River)

25. D i s t r i c t  15, P r e c i n c t  186 (First B a p t i s t  Church, 
O l d  G l e n n  H i g h w a y ,  E a g l e  River)

26. D i s t r i c t  15, P r e c i n c t  187 (Eagle R i v e r  
E l e m e n t a r y  Scho o l ,  O l d  E a g l e  R i v e r  Road,
E a g l e  River)

27. D i s t r i c t  15, P r e c i n c t  188 ( C h u g i a k  H i g h  School, 
B i r c h w o o d  Loop, Ch u g i a k )

28. S t a t e w i d e  P r e c i n c t  at A n c h o r a g e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t

O f  the a b o v e - l i s t e d  p o l l i n g  p l a c e s ,  p o w e r  w a s  r e s t o r e d  
to all b e f o r e  or by  a b o u t  6:15 p.m. e x c e p t  f o r  the f i v e  p o l l i n g  
p l a c e s  in D i s t r i c t  15 (Chugiak, E a g l e  River) w h e r e  p o w e r  w a s  n o t  
r e s t o r e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  m i d n i g h t .

I I . A u x i l i a r y  P o w e r  or S u p p l e m e n t a l  L i g h t i n g

W i t h  the e x c e p t i o n  of p r e c i n c t s  12-121, 12-126, 14-170, 
15-185, 15-186, a n d  the s t a t e w i d e  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  at A n c h o r a g e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t ,  a l l  of the p o l l i n g  p l a c e s  w e r e  e q u i p p e d  
w i t h  a u x i l i a r y  p o w e r  s o u r c e s  a n d  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  w o r k i n g  at the 
p o l l i n g  p l a c e s  w e r e  a b l e  to m o v e  p o l l i n g  b o o t h s  a n d  p u n c h  
m a c h i n e s  b e n e a t h  l i g h t e d  a r e a s  so that t h o s e  v o t i n g  c o u l d  see 
m o r e  clearly.

A t  the precinct, p o l l i n g  p l a c e s  w h i c h  w e r e  n o t  e q u i p p e d  
w i t h  a u x i l i a r y  power, e l e c t i o n  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  u s u a l l y  w e r e  ab l e  to 
m o v e  the p u n c h  m a c h i n e s  a n d  b o o t h s  n e a r  w i n d o w s  u n t i l  
s u p p l e m e n t a l  s o u r c e s  of  l i g h t  su c h  as ca n d l e s ,  f l a s h l i g h t s  and 
lanterns, c o u l d  be  o b t a i n e d .

A l l  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  that w e r e  i n t e r v i e w e d  r e p o r t e d  that 
s u p p l e m e n t a l  light w a s  o b t a i n e d  v e r y  qui c k l y ;  m a n y  r e p o r t e d  that 
due to the m o r n i n g  p o w e r  outage, t h e y  b r o u g h t  f l a s h l i g h t s  w i t h  
t h e m  t:o the ;olls and w e r e  p r e p a r e d  w h e n  the p o w e r  w e n t  out in 
the eve n i n g .  In a d d i t i o n ,  p r e c i n c t  w o r k e r s  r e p o r t e d  that s c h o o l  
p r i n c i p a l s ,  c u s t o d i a n s ,  as w e l l  as the v o t e r s  w e r e  v e r y  
c o o p e r a t i v e  in p r o v i d i n g  light s o u r c e s  to the p o l l  w o r k e r s .
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I I I . B a l l o t  S e c u r i t y

A l l  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  i n t e r v i e w e d  r e p o r t e d  that d e s p i t e  the 
p o w e r  o u t age, s e c u r i t y  o f  the b a l l o t s  a n d  the p r o c e d u r e s  e n s u r i n g  
the i n t e g r i t y  of the v o t i n g  p r o c e s s  w e r e  n o t  c o m p r o m i s e d .  In 
m o s t  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h o s e  s i g n i n g  the p r e c i n c t  r e g i s t e r s  w e r e  
s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h o s e  w a i t i n g  to v o t e  a n d  t h ose voting. R e p o r t s  
i n d i c a t e d  th a t  at n o  time d i d  f o u r  or f i v e  v o t e r s  h a v e  b a l l o t s  in 
h a n d  w a i t i n g  to vote. M a n y  p r e c i n c t s  u s e d  a c a r d  s y s t e m  w h e r e b y  
t h o s e  w h o  h a d  s i g n e d  the r e g i s t e r  r e c e i v e d  cards a n d  in turn 
t r a d e d  the c a r d  f o r  a b a l l o t .  O t h e r  p r e c i n c t s  d i d  n o t  g i v e  
v o t e r s  b a l l o t s  u n t i l  b o o t h s  a n d  f l a s h l i g h t s  b e c a m e  ava i l a b l e .

A l l  p r e c i n c t s  r e p o r t e d  th a t  d e s p i t e  less than i d eal 
l i g h t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  v i s u a l  c o n t a c t  a n d  c o n t r o l  w e r e  m a i n t a i n e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  the p o w e r  outage.

F i n a l l y ,  all p r e c i n c t s  r e p o r t e d  that t h r o u g h o u t  the 
e n t i r e  e l e c t i o n  day, i n c l u d i n g  the p e r i o d  of time the p o w e r  was 
out, the b a l l o t  b o x  w a ^  a t t e n d e d  by  a p r e c i n c t  w o r k e r  and a 
s o u r c e  of l i ght w a s  n e a r  the b a l l o t  b o x  to e n s u r e  security.

I V . P o l l  C l o s u r e s

A l l  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  i n t e r v i e w e d  e x c e p t  those in p r e c i n c t  
13 - 1 4 3  i n d i c a t e d  that t h e i r  p r e c i n c t s  c l o s e d  the p o l l s  at 8:00 
p.m. P r e c i n c t  13-143 c l o s e d  the p o l l s  at 8:01 and a l l o w e d  two 
p e o p l e  to v o t e  w h o  h a d  co m e  in b y  w a y  of a b a c k  door and w e r e  in 
the b u i l d i n g  at 8:00 p.m.

F o u r t e e n  of the p r e c i n c t s  that r e p o r t e d  a p o w e r  outage, 
also r e p o r t e d  that p e r s o n s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e i r  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  a f t e r  
c l o s u r e  o f  the p o l l s  a n d  w e r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  to vote. T h e  t o tal 
n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  d e n i e d  a c c e s s  to the p o l l s  QjHfcT c l o s u r e  in 
these 14 p r e c i n c t s  w a s  a b o u t  30 w i t h  p r e c i n c t  15-185 (Eagle 
River) r e p o r t i n g  a b o u t  f o u r  or f i v e  p e o p l e  a r r i v i n g  too late to 
vote.

T h o s e  d e n i e d  a c c e s s  to the p o l l s  in some cases 
i n d i c a t e d  to the p r e c i n c t  w o r k e r s  that they h a d  h a d  a d i f f i c u l t  
time g e t t i n g  f r o m  their w o r k  in A n c h o r a g e  to the p o l l i n g  p l a c e  
due to fog and traffic. O t h e r s  i n d i c a t e d  that they had h e a r d  on 
the r a d i o  or t e l e v i s i o n  that b e c a u s e  of the p o w e r  outage, p o l l i n g  
p l a c e s  m i g h t  be o p e n  late. M a n y  i n d i c a t e d  that they s i m p l y  did 
not m a k e  it to the p olls in time and o f f e r e d  no excuse.
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A c c o r d i n g  to p r e c i n c t  w o r k e r s  i n t e r v i e w e d ,  the n u m b e r  
of p e o p l e  w h o  a r r i v e d  late at the p o l l s  a n d  w e r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  to 
v o t e  d i d  n o t  d i f f e r  a p p r e c i a b l y  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  e l e c t i o n s .

V. Q u e s t i o n e d  B a l l o t s

B o a r d  m e m b e r s  i n t e r v i e w e d  r e p o r t e d  a r a n g e  of 33 to 103
n n P Q £ T ( Y n p H  h a l  1 n f c  i n  f h o i r  n r o o i  n n h c  P o n r » 1  o  f T o n o r a l l  u  n o  o f
“I-------------------      I--------       r  — ~  Q W . - W - W . --- J «

q u e s t i o n e d  b a l l o t s  b e c a u s e  their n a m e s  w e r e  n o t  on the p r e c i n c t  
r e g i s t e r .  O t h e r s  t o l d  p r e c i n c t  w o r k e r s  that d u e  to t r a f f i c  
delays, they w o u l d  n o t  be able to get to t h e i r  p o l l i n g  p l a c e s  
b e f o r e  the 8:00 p.m. p o l l  closure. O t h e r s  s i m p l y  i n d i c a t e d  that 
due to t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t i o n ,  it was i n c o n v e n i e n t  to v o t e  at t h eir 
r e g u l a r  p o l l i n g  places.

B o a r d  m e m b e r s  i n d i c a t e d  that the n u m b e r  o f  q u e s t i o n e d  
b a l l o t s  g e n e r a l l y  did n o t  d i f f e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  
e l e c t i o n s  a n d  w h e r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  d i d  occur, m a y  h a v e  
b e e n  a r e s u l t  of redistributing as w e l l  as p r o b l e m s  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  the p o w e r  outage.

A l l  those i n t e r v i e w e d  i n d i c a t e d  that w h e n  a v o t e r  
w a n t e d  to c a s t  a q u e s t i o n e d  ballot, they w e r e  adv i s e d ,  if time 
p e r m i t t e d ,  to v o t e  at t h e i r  c o r r e c t  p r e c i n c t  so that the v o t e r  
c o u l d  v o t e  for the l o c a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  c a n d i d a t e s  for their 
d i s t r i c t  but in all cases, if the v o t e r  w a n t e d  to v o t e  a 
q u e s t i o n e d  b a l l o t  at t h e i r  p r e c i n c t ,  the p r e c i n c t  w o r k e r s  a l l o w e d  
v o t e r s  to do so.

V I . C o m p l a i n t s  b v  V o t e r s

N e a r l y  all p r e c i n c t  w o r k e r s  i n t e r v i e w e d  i n d i c a t e d  that 
g e n e r a l l y ,  v o t e r s  w e r e  v e r y  c o o p e r a t i v e  and p r a i s e d  the e l e c t i o n  
w o r k e r s  for an a d m i r a b l e  job in l ight of the c o n d i t i o n s .  It w a s  
r e p o r t e d  that some v o t e r s  c o m p l a i n e d  of long lines, or the 
i n c o n v e n i e n c e  i n v o l v e d  in g e t t i n g  to the polls, or of the p o o r  
l i g h t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  but t hose c o m p l a i n t s  w e r e  f e w  in n u m b e r .
N o n e  of t hose i n t e r v i e w e d  r e p o r t e d  p e o p l e  w a l k i n g  a w a y  f r o m  the 
p o l l s  w i t h o u t  v o t i n g  b e c a u s e  of lines or c o n d i t i o n s .  S o m e  v o t e r s  
d i d  i n d i c a t e  they w o u l d  v o t e  l ater a f t e r  p o l l s  w e r e  a b i t  less 
c r o w d e d  and did return. UhTTe~V0't crs— gen-e-t-alriy we  re—  
i n c o n v e n i e n c e d  by t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t i o n  and, in some cases, 
i n s u f f i c i e n t  light", ‘b o a r d  m e m b e r s  i n d i c a t e d  that the a t m o s p h e r e  
was a— bit m o r e  j o v i a l  a n d  v o t e r s  m o r e  c o o p e r a t i v e 'as a r e s u l t  of 
the p r w e r  outage.
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Ge n e r a l l y ,  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  r e p o r t e d  that, s u b s e q u e n t  to 
the e l e c t i o n ,  they h a d  n o t  t a l k e d  w i t h  a n y  p e o p l e  w h o  a b s o l u t e l y  
h a d  b e e n  u n a b l e  to v o t e  e i t h e r  in t h e i r  o w n  d i s t r i c t  or cast a 
q u e s t i o n e d  b a l l o t  in a n o t h e r  d i s t r i c t  as a r e s u l t  of the p o w e r  
outage.

VII. C o n c l u s i o n s

T h e  p o w e r  o u t a g e  in the Anci. :’rag e  a r e a  has r a i s e d  t h r e e  
p r i m a r y  concerns:

1) w h e t h e r  or n o t  s e c u r i t y  of the b a l l o t s  and
i n t e g r i t y  of the v o t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  as p r a c t i c e d  by the
e l e c t i o n  b o a r d s  was c o m p r o m i s e d ;

2) w h e t h e r  or n o t  v o t e r s  w e r e  d e p r i v e d  in any w a y  of
th eir r i g h t  to vote;

3) w h e t h e r  or n o t  the t u r n o u t  b y  v o t e r s  w a s  a f f e c t e d  
b y  the p o w e r  outage.

W i t h  r e g a r d  to the s e c u r i t y  of the b a l l o t s  and the 
i n t e g r i t y  of the p r o c e d u r e s  f o l l o w e d  b y  the e l e c t i o n  boards, it 
a p p e a r s  th a t  n e i t h e r  w e r e  c o m p r o m i s e d  d e s p i t e  less than ideal 
l i g h t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s e e m  to h a v e  b e e n  v e r y
c a r e f u l  w i t h  r e g a r d  to the s e c u r i t y  of the b a l l o t s  by e n s u r i n g
that b a l l o t  boxes w e r e  u n d e r  c o n s t a n t  s u p e r v i s i o n  and u n d e r
a d e q u a t e  light. T h o s e  s i g n i n g  the v o t e r  r e g i s t e r  g e n e r a l l y  w e r e
k e p t  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  t h o s e  o b t a i n i n g  b a l l o t s .  T h o s e  r e c e i v i n g  
b a l l o t s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  l i m i t e d  to a s m a l l  n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  and 
v a r i o u s  p r o c e d u r e s  w e r e  u s e d  to s a f e g u a r d  a g a i n s t  n o n - r e g i s t e r e d  
p e r s o n s  o b t a i n i n g  b a l l o t s .  F i n a l l y ,  w h i l e  in m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  
l i g h t i n g  l i m i t a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  that v o t i n g  bo o t h s  be aba n d o n e d ,  
v o t e r s  w e r e  able to v o t e  in r e l a t i v e  p r i v a c y  a n d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
l i g h t e d  areas.

I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  i n d i c a t e d  that the 
p o l l i n g  p l a c e s  w e r e  oper. u n t i l  8:00 p.m. a n d  that v o t i n g  w a s  n o t  
i n t e r r u p t e d  e x c e p t  in so m e  i n s t a n c e s  for a v e r y  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of 
time, a f e w  m i n u t e s  at most, to e n a b l e  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  to fi n d  
s u p p l e m e n t a l  l i g h t i n g  or to m o v e  v o t i n g  b o o t h s  or p u n c h e s  to 
l i g h t e d  areas.

Al l  of the p r e c i n c t  b o a r d s  a l l o w e d  v o t e r s  to cast 
q u e s t i o n e d  b a l l o t s  if v o t e r s  c h o s e  to do so but if time 
pe r m i t t e d ,  e n c o u r a g e d  v o t e r s  to v o t e  at the p r o p e r  p o l l i n g  p l a c e s
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so that v o t e r s  c o u l d  v o t e  for c a n d i d a t e s  in their l e g i s l a t i v e  
d i s t r i c t s .

A p p a r e n t l y ,  s o m e  p e o p l e  i n d i c a t e d  that they h e a r d  on 
the r a d i o  or t e l e v i s i o n  th a t  the p o l l s  m i g h t  be o p e n  l a t e r  than 
8:00 p.m. A c c o r d i n g  to the D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s ,  no r e l e a s e  or 
s t a t e m e n t s  by  the D i v i s i o n  w e r e  m a d e  to the m e d i a  that p o l l i n g  
h o u r s  w o u l d  be e x t e n d e d .  Th i s  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  a 
r e s u l t  of c o n j e c t u r e  by  c e r t a i n  m e m b e r s  of the med i a .  In fact, 
the D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s  e n l i s t e d  the a s s i s t a n c e  of the 
A n c h o r a g e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  to 
n o t i f y  e l e c t i o n  b o a r d s  that the p o l l s  w o u l d  o f f i c i a l l y  c l o s e  at 
8:00 p.m.

F i nally, w i t h  r e g a r d  to h o w  the o u t c o m e  of the 
e l e c t i o n s  w a s  a f f e c t e d  by  the p o w e r  o u t age, it is i m p o s s i b l e  to 
d e t e r m i n e  h o w  m a n y  v o t e r s  d i d  not p a r t i c i p a t e  in the e l e c t i o n  as 
a r e s u l t  of the p o w e r  outage. T h e r e  is no q u e s t i o n  that traf f i c  
c o n g e s t i o n ,  as a r e s u l t  of i n o p e r a t i v e  t r a f f i c  signals, m a y  h a v e  
a f f e c t e d  the a b i l i t y  of m a n y  p e o p l e  to v o t e  in a reas that w e r e  
b o t h  d i r e c t l y  and i n d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  by  the p o w e r  outage.
O f f i c e r  H u t c h i s o n  of the A n c h o r a g e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  i n d i c a t e d  
that some t r a f f i c  a r t e r i e s  w e r e  c o n g e s t e d  as m u c h  as 45 m i n u t e s  
to an hour a f t e r  p o w e r  w a s  r e s t o r e d .  O n  the o t h e r  hand, m e m b e r s  
of e l e c t i o n  b o a r d s  r e p o r t e d  that w h i l e  m a n y  p e o p l e  w e r e  d e l a y e d  
b y  as m u c h  as two h o u r s  in g e t t i n g  to the polls, there g e n e r a l l y  
was e n o u g h  time for m o s t  v o t e r s  to m a k e  it to t heir p r e c i n c t s .
In a d d i tion, t h ere w a s  n o t h i n g  p r o h i b i t i n g  p e r s o n s  f r o m  c a s t i n g  
q u e s t i o n e d  b a l l o t s  at m o r e  c o n v e n i e n t  l o c a t i o n s  w h i c h  m a n y  v o t e r s  
in fact did.

A  look at the p e r c e n t a g e  of r e g i s t e r e d  vot e r s  w h o  cast 
b a l l o t s  in the N o v e m b e r  2 e l e c t i o n  ( e x c l u d i n g  q u e s t i o n e d  and 
a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s )  s h ows that the t u r n o u t  in those p r e c i n c t s  
d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  p o w e r  o u t a g e s  r a n g e d  f r o m  43.4 p e r c e n t  
(District 1 2 , . P r e c i n c t  127, a d o w n t o w n  A n c h o r a g e  location) to 
67.1 p e r c e n t  ( D i s t r i c t  15, P r e c i n c t  187, an E a g l e  River 
pre c i n c t ) .  T h e  f i g u r e s  cit.cd are not i n t e n d e d  to be u s e d  to 
e x p l a i n  v o t i n g  p a t t e r n s ,  o n l y  to s h o w  that the p o w e r  o u t a g e  did 
not n e c e s s a r i l y  a d v e r s e l y  i m p a c t  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  in areas w h e r e  
p o w e r  was o u t  for a p e r i o d  of time.

Th e  c o n c l u s i o n  to be d r a w n  then is that w h i l e  m a n y  
p e o p l e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  i n c o n v e n i e n c e d  and d e l a y e d  by the p o w e r  
out a g e  in the A n c h o r a g e  area, a m a j o r i t y  of the p e o p l e  r e g i s t e r e d  
to vo t e  did vote a n d  w h i l e  o t h e r s  m a y  not ha v e  voted, m o s t  had 
the o p p o r t u n i t y  to v o t e  e i t h e r  at their p r o p e r  n r e c i n c t s  or to
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ca s t  q u e s t i o n e d  b a l l o t s  in o t h e r  p r e c i n c t s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  d e s p i t e  
less t h a n  ideal c o n d i t i o n s  in t h o s e  p r e c i n c t s  w i t h o u t  power, 
o r d e r  a n d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  the s e c u r i t y  of the b a l l o t s  and* i n t e g r i t y  
of the v o t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  w a s  m a i n t a i n e d  by  e l e c t i o n  b o a r d  
m e m b e r s .  It does n o t  a p p e a r  that a n y o n e  w a s  d e p r i v e d  of the 
r i g h t  to v c t e  n o r  w a s  that r i g h t  c o m p r o m i s e d  by i m p r o p e r  c o n d u c t  
or n e g l i g e n c e  o n  the p a r t  of e l e c t i o n  boards.
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1. D i s t r i c t  10, P r e c i n c t  84: K a t h r y n  M a r s h a l l  (27 4 - 4 7 2 4 )  and
H o l l y  B r o w n  (337-3897)

2. D i s t r i c t  10, P r e c i n c t  86: L e l a  M o r g a n  (272-1882) a n d
C l a r a  T a p p l e y  (279-9873)

3. D i s t r i c t  10, P r e c i n t  88: H a z e l  G a l l a g h e r  (277-7832)
a n d  J a n e t  B o y l a n  (694-5387)
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M a r j e a n  D u n a w a y  (277-5356

5. D i s t r i c t  11, P r e c i n c t  104: M a r t h a  P r o u d f o o t  (277-8854) 
a n d  L o r r a i n e  R u s s o  (274-4149)

6. D i s t r i c t  11, P r e c i n c t  111: C a r o l  M e r b s  (277-2760) a n d
S u z a n n e  S t e f a n o  (279-4338)

7. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  120: D o r o t h y  W i l c o x  (277-5906)
a n d  P h y l l i s  K e m p t o n  (274-8138)

8. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  121: G r a c e  N u r s e  (272-1989) a n d
E i l e e n  H i c k e y  (272-1609) a n d  F r i e d a  P l u m b  (272-2929)

9. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  122: C i n d y  B l i n e  (345-1067) a n d
Inez Parko- (272-1866)

10. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  123: D o r o t h y  S e i t z  (272-4832)

11. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  124: G a y l e  H u n t e r  (279-4668),
Pat R o b a r  (279-3981) a n d  P e g g y  H i c k l i n  (279-1001)

12. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n t  1.26: E i l e e n  R i n k  (272-4155) and 
D e a n n a  W i e s k a m p  (277-4554)

13. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  127:
V i v i a n  M e a r i g  (272-8177)

14. D i s t r i c t  12, P r e c i n c t  128:
L o r r a i n e  B e n n e t t  (279-5396)

15. D i s t r i c t  13, P r e c i n c t  140:
D i a n n e  A c h e s o n  (276-1281)

16. D i s t r i c t  13, P r e c i n c t  141:
M a r g e  M c L a u g h l i n  (333-5485)

17. D i s t r i c t  13, P r e c i n c t  142:

M a r y  M c K e n z i e  (277-0448) and 

G l o r i a  W h i t e  (277-0439) a n d  

M a r g a r e t  B a r r  (276-3136) a n d  

S p a r k y  R u m f e l t  (337-2903) and 

R u t h  D e a r y  (333-8003)
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\ 6 . D i s t r i c t  13, P r e c i n t  143: 
a n d  D o n n a  L u i t e n  <‘333-7583)

19. D i s t r i c t  13, P r e c i n c t  144: 
P a u l a  L u n d  (337-1978)

20. D i s t r i c t  13, P r e c i n c t  147:
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21. D i s t r i c t  14, P r e c i n c t  160: 
T a m m y  T o w n s e n d  (337-5665)

22. D i s t r i c t  14, P r e c i n c t  170: 
A l p h a  B r o w n  (333-5677)

23. D i s t r i c t  15, P r e c i n c t  184: 
M a r t y  R o u r k e  (694-9153)

24. D i s t r i c t  15, P r e c i n c t  185: 
A n n e t t e  L a P a g e  (694-2534)

25. D i s t r i c t  15, P r e c i n c t  186: 
L o r r a i n e  P e d e r s o n  (694-9125)

26. D i s t r i c t  15, P r e c i n c t  187: 
A l m a  W e r r e  (688-2634)

27. D i s t r i c t  15, P r e c i n c t  188: 
M i c k i e  D e l k  (688-3347)

28. S t a t e w i d e  P r e c i n c t  at 
(42S-2937)

M a r y  A n n  B a r t h o l o m e w  (333-7327) 

S h i r l e e n  N o b l e  (337-6376) and 

M a r y  T o p o l s k i  (272-8291) and 

F r a n c i s  P i t z k e  (337-7335) and 

A n n a  C a m p b e l l  (333-7633) a n d  

P h y l l i s  J a n k e  (694-2712) and 

N o r m a  K i n d r e d  (694-2283) and 

H a z e l  A r n d t  (694-2310) a n d  

M a r y  W h i t m a n  (694-5084) a n d  

R i t a  L a n e  (688-2507) a n d

S h i r l e y  L o o n e yI n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t :
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