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TO Representatives Barnes, Carney, Hanley, 
Phillips, Sanders, Ulmer

FROM: Rep. Carl E. Moses, Chairman
House Rules Committee

RE Rules Committee Meeting

I have scheduled a Rules Committee meeting to discuss proposed 
Committee Substitutes for HB 79, the bill relating to damage to 
property by minors, and HB 236, relating to newspapers of general 
circu lation.

We will meet in the Speaker’s Chambers on Tuesday, April 13th, 
at 4:00pm.

If there are questions, please contact Tim Benintendi of my staff 
at 3764.

cc: Chief Clerk
Rep. Bunde 
Rep. Hudson
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^ouse of Bcpresciitattoes

Sponsor Su m m ary  of H o u se  Bill 79

This statute has been on our books since 1957. This bill is a victim 's rights bill 

w h ich  w ill encourage responsibility  am ong parents and juveniles. The 

principal behind the statute is that the parents or legal guard ians of juveniles 

that have caused p roperly  d am age are m onetarily  responsible for the dam ages 

caused by  the juvenile. A lm ost every state in  the country has a statute 

sim ilar to this. The do llar am ounts m ay vary  som ew hat but they generally  

tend to average around  $10,000 - $15,000.
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The bill w as o rig ina lly  w ritten  to increase the do llar am ount from  $2000 to 

$50,000 or the m axim u m  allow ed  in district court. M a n y  people believe that 

$50,000 is too high; I  am  open to am ending the am ount to $10,000. I  do 

believe the $5,000 am ount (changed  in H o u se  Finance) m ust be increased to a 

m ore reasonable level. It should  reflect the cost o f liv ing  increases and the 

sophisticated actions of m any  of today's juveniles. This am ended am ount 

w o u ld  be closer to the national average and w o u ld  ensure that victims of 

property dam age could recover a greater am oun t of their total dam ages.

U n d e r the current statute, the $2000 lim it leaves victim s w ithou t the ability  to 

recover the total am ount for their dam ages. T he ow n er of the dam aged 

property m ust m ake up  the difference either out of their ow n  pocket or from  

their insurance com pany, if they are covered. T h e  victim s, p roperty ow ners, 

should not be cornered into pay ing  for damages' caused by som eone else.
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DURING SESSION:

A m e n d m e n t

By Representative C on  Bunde for H ou se  Bill 79 (F IN )

L in e  7 delete the am oun t "$5,000"

REPRESENTATIVE C O N  B U N D E  

CO-CHAIR HEALTH, EDUCATION 
& SOCIAL SERVICES s

$mi£c of ^epretfcntatibc#

L in e  7 insert the am oun t "$10,000"



CS FO R  H O U S E  B IE L  N O . 79(F IN )

IN  T H E  LEG ISLA TU R E OF T H E  STATE OF A LA S K A  

EIG H TEE N TH  LEG ISLA TU R E - FIRST SESSION

BY T H E  HOUSE FINANCE C O M M I T T E E

Offered:  3/29/93 
Refer red:  Rules

Sponsor(s):  REPRESEN TA TIVE S BUNDE, Toohey,  I ' n . u r ,  Olherj*. Orcen

A  B IL L  

FO R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D

1 "An Act relating to recovery from a parent or legal guardian of w ilful or

2 malicious destruction of property bv a minor."

3 BE IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F A L A S K A :

4 *  Section 1. AS 34.50.020(a) is amended to read:

5 (a) A person, municipal corporation, association, village, school district, or

6 religious or charitable organization, incorporated or unincorporated, may recover

7 damages in a civil action in an amount not to exceed $5,000 [$2,000j and court costs,

8 from cither parent or both parents or the legal guardian or person having the legal

9 custody of an unemancipated minor under the age of 18 years, who maliciously or

10 w ilfully destroys real or personal property belonging to the person, municipal

11 corporation, association, village, school district, or religious or charitable organization.

HB0079b -I- CSHB 79(I-IN)
New T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [DEI .ETED TEX1 BRACKETI ’E '


