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SPONSOR STATEMENT

HB 426
“ An Act establishing the Chickaloon Flats C ritical Habitat Area”

Ch icka loon  Flats is on the northeast side o f  the Kena i Pen insu la , on the Tum again  
A nn  facing the Anchorage Coasta l Refuge and Potter F lats. The area has a lo c a l 
nesting popu lation o f  ducks and geese. The most important use o f  this area is as a 
feed ing and resting area fo r  m igrating ducks, geese and shore b irds. U p  to 2 5 ,0 0 0  
birds a day use the m udflats and tidal marsh. For exam p le , the area is o ften  used 
when Portage Pass is c losed due to bad weather. The w ate rfow l that n o rm a lly  
transit the pass have to have a p lace to rest and feed. C h icka loon  R a ts  is the 
p rinc ipa l place they use on Tum again A rm .

A la ska  has the most comprehensive w aterfow l refuge and c ritica l habitat system 
o f  any state in the nation. There is M endenhall Staie Game R e fuge , 1 7 ,0 0 0  acres, 
Anchorage Coasta l Refuge , 14 ,000 acres, Trading B ay  State G am e R e fuge , 
1 8 6 ,0 0 0  acres, Redoubt B ay  C ritica l Habitat A rea, 2 0 1 ,0 0 0  acres, G oose  B ay  
State Game Refuge , 14 ,000  acres, Pa lm er H ay Flats State G am e R e fug e , 3 8 ,0 0 0  
acres, Susitna F lats State Game Refuge , 3 0 1 ,0 0 0  acres and F ox  R iv e r R a ts  
C r i f ;~al Habitat A rea. The Ch icka loon  F lats area, w ith app rox im ate ly  2 2 ,0 0 0  
acres, w ill be an important addition to this system.

The purpose o f  this b i ll is to assure adequate habitat fo r  w a te rfow l ra the r than 
create a stumbling b lock  fo r  fu tu re development o f  resources. There are 
cu rren tly no va lid  o i l and gas leases in the proposed critica l habitat area that 
w ou ld  be disrupted by the fo rm ation  o f  a critica l habitat area. A dd ition a lly , 
there is nothing in this b ill that w ou ld preclude the future exp lo ra tion  o f  this 
area .

I  urge you r support o f  this proposed leg is la tion .
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY THE HOUSE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON OIL. AND GAS

Offered: 2/18/94
Referred: Resources, Finance

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVE BUNDE

A BILL 

FO R AN A CT EN TITLED  

"An A ct establishing the Chickaloon Flats C ritica l H abitat A rea."

BE IT  EN A CTED  BY T H E  LEG ISLA TU R E O F T H E  STA TE O F ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 16.20.630. CHICKALOON FLATS CRITICAL HABITAT AREA, (a) 

The following described area is established as the Chickaloon Flats Critical Habitat 

Area:

The land and water encompassed by a boundary beginning at the point

on the shore of Chickaloon Bay at longitude W 149 degrees, 53 minutes;

thence westerly along the mean high water line o f Chickaloon Bay to 

longitude W 150 degrees, 18 minutes; thence easterly to the point of the 

beginning.

(b) The department shall permit entry within the Chickaloon Flats Critical 

Habitat Area for the exploration and development o f oil and gas resources when it is 

compatible with the purposes for which the critical habitat area is established.

C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O . 4 2 6 ( 0 & G )
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^c) The department shall permit public uses o f  the Chickaloon Flats Critical 
Habitat Area in a manner that is compatible with the purposes fo r  which the critical 
habitat area is established. The department shall permit the fo llow ing public uses to 
continue without further approval by the department unless the department determines 
that the use is not compatible with the purposes fo r which the Chickaloon Flats Critical 
Habitat Area is established:

(1 )  hunting, including subsistence hunting, trapping, and subsistence, 
commercial, and sport fishing;

(2 )  hiking, backpacking, and camping, including the use o f  campfires;
(3 )  cross-country skiing, snowmachining, boating, and the landing o f

aircraft; and
(4 )  other related uses that are temporary in duration and have no 

foreseeable adverse effects on vegetation, drainage, soil stability, o r fish and game and 
their habitat.

CSHB 426(0&G) -2-
New T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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PROPOSED CHICKALOON FLATS  
C R IT IC A L  HABITAT AREA 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

L O C A T I O N : T h e  p r o p o s e d  C h i c k a l o o n  Flats C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  is
l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of T u r n a g a i n  A r m  at the h e a d  of C o o k  
I n l e t  a n d  is b i s e c t e d  b y  the C h i c k a l o o n  River.

A R E A  D E S C R I P T I O N : T h e  p r o p o s e d  C h i c k a l o o n  F l a t s  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t
A r e a  e n c o m p a s s e s  a l a r g e  e x p a n s e  of s t a t e - o w n e d  t i d e l a n d s  l y i n g  
w i t h i n  the K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  Borough. A d j a c e n t  u p l a n d s  a r e  m a n a g e d  
b y  the K e n a i  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge.

F I S H  A N D  W I L D L I F E  R E S O U R C E S : C h i c k a l o o n  F l a t s  is one o f  a h a n d f u l
of k e y  w a t e r f o w l  a n d  s h o r e b i r d  h a b i t a t s  in C o o k  Inlet w h i c h  p r o v i d e  
v i t a l  s t a g i n g  h a b i t a t  f o r  a r c t i c  n e s t i n g  b i r d s  on  t h e i r  w a y  to a n d  
f r o m  n e s t i n g  g r o u n d s  i n  t h e  north. The m u d f l a t s  a n d  t i d a l  m a r s h  at 
t he m o u t h  o f  the C h i c k a l o o n  River, c r e a t e d  b y  the d r a m a t i c  t i d a l  
a c t i o n  of T u r n a g a i n  Arm, are c r i t i c a l  w a t e r f o w l  a n d  s h o r e b i r d  
f e e d i n g  a n d  r e s t i n g  h a b i t a t  d u r i n g  s p r i n g  a n d  fall m i g r a t i o n .  In 
t he fall, w a t e r f o w l  w a i t i n g  out b a d  w e a t h e r  r e p l e n i s h  e n e r g y  
r e s e r v e s  o n  C h i c k a l o o n  F l a t s  b e f o r e  fly i n g  s o u t h  t h r o u g h  T u r n a g a i n  
Pass. U p  t o  2 5 , 0 0 0  b i r d s  a d a y  use the m u d f l a t s  and t i d a l  m a r s h  
for r e s t i n g  a n d  f e e d i n g  d u r i n g  fall m i g r a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  u p  to
5 , 0 0 0  l e s s e r  C a n a d a  g e e s e  at a time. Fall m i g r a n t s  i n c l u d e :  
t u n d r a  a n d  t r u m p e t e r  swans; l e s s e r  C a n a d a  ge e s e ;  w h i t e - f r o n t e d  
ge e s e ;  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ;  m a l l a r d s ;  p i n t a i l s ;  g r e e n - w i n g e d  teal; 
s h o v e l e r s ;  g a d w a l l s ;  a n d  A m e r i c a n  wigeon. A d d i t i o n a l  w a t e r f o w l  
s p e c i e s  f o u n d  d u r i n g  ice free m o n t h s  include: r e d - b r e a s t e d
m e r g a n s e r s ,  c a n v a s b a c k s ,  c o m m o n  m e r ganser, g r e a t e r  scaup, - a n d  
c o m m o n  g o l d e n e y e .  S n o w  g e e s e  a n d  swans are m o s t  n u m e r o u s  o n  the 
f l a t s  d u r i n g  s p r i n g  m i g r a t i o n .

N o r t h e r n  p h a l a r o p e s ,  g l a u c o u s - w i n g e d  gulls, m e w  gulls, B o n a p a r t e ' s  
g ulls, a r c t i c  terns, c o m m o n  snipe, y e l l o w l e g s ,  d o w i t c h e r s ,  
s e m i p a l m a t e d  p l o v e r s ,  s a n d p i p e r s ,  w h i m b r e l s  a n d  g o d w i t s  a l s o  f e e d  
o n  the p r o d u c t i v e  e s t u a r i n e  tideflats.

P U B L I C  U S E  A N D  A C C E S S : C h i c k a l o o n  F l a t s  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  as 
a n  i m p o r t a n t  w a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g  a r e a  in C o o k  Inlet. F a l l  w a t e r f o w l  
h u n t e r s  a c c e s s  C h i c k a l o o n  F l a t s  b y  floatp l a n e ,  l a n d i n g  o n  r i v e r  
c h a n n e l s  a n d  l a r g e r  p o n d s  o r  a r r i v e  b y  b o a t  fr o m  t h e  n e a r b y  
c o m m u n i t y  of  Hope. F o u r - w h e e l  d r ive v e h i c l e s  are a l s o  u s e d  to 
a c c e s s  the a r e a  a l o n g  u n m a i n t a i n e d  p i p e l i n e  a c c e s s  r o a d s  t h r o u g h  
the K e n a i  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge. M a l l a r d s ,  p i n t a i l s ,  w i g e o n ,  
at.d g r e e n - w i n g e d  t e a l  a r e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  h a r v e s t e d .

R E F  R E N C E S :

Q u i m b y ,  R o l a n d  L. 1 9 7 2  W a t e r b i r d  H a b i t a t  a n d  U s e  o f  C h i c k a l o o n  
Flats, p p  86. ^

U.S. F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e .  1985 K e n a i  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  
R e f u g e  F i n a l  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Plan, p p  195.
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*5 16.20.595

itat A rea estab lish ed , 
he Clam Gulch Critical

ve foot elevation, from 
; following description: 
d Meridian Sections 9,

d Meridian Sections 4,

d Meridian Sections 6

ird Meridian Sections

d Meridian Sections 5

i Meridian Sections 12

I Meridian Sections 4,

t Meridian Sections 5, 
ppy Creek. (§ 1 ch 31

tiding leases on March Li, 
nd 3, ch. 31, SLA 1976 in 
and Special Acts.

§ 16.20.600 F is h  a n d  G a m e
§ 16.20.605

Sec. 16.20.600. C o p p er  R iver  D elta  C ritica l H ab ita t A rea  e s ­
tab lish ed . The follow ing described area is established as the Copper 
River Delta Critical H abitat Area:All public land, tideland, submerged land, and water contained in the 
following description: Beginn ing at a point on the south edge o f the 
Copper River H ighway right-of-way 200' west o f its intersection w ith 
the Eyak Trail trailhead; thence southwesterly 200' west o f the Eyalc 
Trail and parallel to i t  approximately 4 m iles to the mean high tide 
line; thence southwesterly along the mean high tide line to Point 
Whitshed; thence northwesterly along the mean high tide line to a 
point o f intersection a t the west edge o f Section 21, T16S, R4W, 
C.R.M. and the mean h igh tide line at the mouth of Orca Inlet; thence 
westerly a distance o f approximately 3 m iles to the northeast tip  o f 
Little Mummy Island; thence southwesterly a distance o f approxi­
mately 4 m iles to th e intersection o f the south edge o f Section 33, 
T16S, R5W, C.R.M. and the mean high tide line; thence along the 
mean high tide line on the east portion o f Hinchinbrook Island, in ­
cluding Boswell Bay to Point Bentinck; thence S.68°E. approximately 
57 m iles to a point o f intersection with the protracted boundary line 
common between R4E and R5E, C.R.M.; thence N.13°E. approxi­
mately 10 m iles to Palm  Point; thence northwesterly along the mean 
high tide line to a point o f intersection with the west boundary line of 
Section 25, T19S, R4E, C.R.M. to a point o f intersection with the mean 
high tide line on the north shore o f Softuk Bar; thence northwesterly 
to Windy Point; th ence due east approximately 1.1 miles to the 200 
foot contour; thence northerly along the 200 foot contour around 
Ragged Mountain, easter ly  and northerly along the eastern shore of 
Martin and Little M artin lakes to a point 4 miles due south of Bridge 
No. 227 on the Proposed Bering River Highway; thence north to 
Bridge No 227; thence westerly along the south edge of the Bering 
River H ighway to its junction with the Copper River Highway; thence, 
westerly along the south edge of the Copper River Highway to the 
point beginning; excluding all areas w ith in the Cordova Airport
Boundaries. (§ 2 ch 93 SLA 1978)

Rcvisor’e notes. —  Formerly AS 

16.20.230(a)(ll). Renumbered in 1987.

Sec . 16.20.605. A n ch o r  R iv er  and  F r its  C reek C ritica l H ab ita t 
Area estab lish ed , (a) A ll sta te land and water contained iu the fol­
lowing described areas is  established as the Anchor River and Fritz
Creek Critical H ab itat Area:

(1) Township 4 South, Range 13 West, Seward Meridian
Section 25 
Section 35 
Section 36;
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8 16.20.605 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 16.20.605
(2) Township 5 South, Range 12 West, Seward Moiidian 

Sections 17 —  20;
(3) Township 5 South, Range 13 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 2
Section 3 
Section 4 E*/a 
Section 8 S'/s 
Sections 9 —  11 
Sections 13 —  20 
Section 21 W /2 

Section 24;
(4) Township 5 South, Range 14 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 13
Section 20 NE*/«
Sections 21 —  24 
Section 26 N ‘A 
Section 27 NVs 
Section 28 N ‘A.

(b) Notwithstanding AS 16.20.500 and the establishment of the An­
chor River and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area under (a) of this 
section,

(1) the use of and appropriation of water rights from Fritz Creek for 
a municipal and community water source is protected within the An­
chor River and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area;

(2) the possibility of the construction of a dam and reservoir on 
Fritz Creek is reserved within the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Criti­
cal Habitat Area.

(c) The use a"d enjoyment of valid existing rights and interests 
within the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area are 
protected. Future conveyances, including but not limited to rights-of- 
way, timber 3alea, municipal entitlements, grazing leases, and oil and 
gas leases, may occur.

(d) A management plan for the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Criti­
cal Habitat Area shell be adopted and m e  be revised by the Depart­
ment of Fish and Game in consultation with the Department c f Natu­
ral Resources under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act). The 
management plan shall reflect the concurrence of the Kenai Penin­
sula Borough as it applies to land committed by the borough to the 
Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area.

(e) The department shall establish a citizens’ advisory committee to 
work with the department and ndvise on implementation and revi­
sions of the management plan for the Anchor River und Fritz Creek 
Critical Habitat Area.

(f) Appointments to the citizens' advisory committee shall be recom­
mended by tho Kenai Peninsula Borough and the City of Homer and 
shall include representatives from

186

16.20.610
(1) industry and commercial users;
(2) hunters, trappers, fishermen, and recreational users; and
(3) officials representing the Kenai Peninsula Borough and the City 

of Homer. (§8 1, 2 ch 47 SLA 1985; am §§ 1, 2 ch 170 SLA 1990)
R ev iao r’e no tes. —  Formerly AS 

16.23.23<Xa)U2>, (b), (c). and (d>. Renum­
bered in 1987.

E ffe c t of am endm en ts . —  The 1990 
amendment, offectivo Juno  22. 1990, sub­
stituted "adopted and may be revised" for 
"completed by .July 1, 1989" and "under 
the Adm inistrative Procedure Act (AS 
44.62)" for "and tho manaRcmcnt plan 
shall bo subm itted to the legislature for

review" in the firs t sentence of subsection 
(d); delotcd the former second sontcnce of 
subsection (J), which rend "The mannRC- 

plan shall take  offer* when approved 
by act of the legislature"; and added sub­
sections (e) and (0.

E d ito r's  no tes. —  Section 3, ch. 170. 
SLA 1990 approves the m anagement plan 
dated Juno, 1988, for tho Anchor River 
and F ritz Creek Critical H ab ita t Area.

Sec. 16.20.610. Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area, (u) The pur­
pose of the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area is the protection and 
enhancement of the wet meadow' habitat that is ihe key roosting area 
for migrating lesser sandhiJ! cranes, for the protection of lesser 
sandhill cranes, and for the continued public use and enjoyment of the 
area.

(b) The following described area iB established as the Dude Creek 
Critical Habitat Area:

Township 40 South, Range 58 East, Copper River Meridian
Section 2: W‘A
Section 3
Sections 9 —  10
Section 11: WANEV*. W/2
Section 14: Lot 3, NW1 U. NV2SW/4, SW/4SW /4

Section 15
Section 16: N'A, SE'A.
(c) The Dudo Creek Critical Habitat Area described in (b) of this 

section shall b' managed under a management plan prepared and 
implemented by the department in consultation with the community 
of Gustavus and the Board of Game.

(d) The department shall allow public uses, including fishing, hunt­
ing, trapping, mechanized and nonmechanized public access, grazing, 
firewood harvesting, wildlife, viewing, hiking, and berry picking un­
der the management plan adopted under (c) of this section to the 
extent that the activities are compatible with (a) of this section.

(e) The legislature understands that a portion of the state land 
described in (b) of thiB section is mental health trust land of the state 
and the legislature intends that the land retain its status as mental 
health trust land, notwithstanding its inclusion in the Dude Creek 
Critical Habitat Area. (§ 1 ch 31 SLA 1988)
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E d ito r 's  no lo*. — Section 2, ch. 31, L eg isla tiv e  h is to ry  rop e  ita . —  For 
SLA 1988 provides thn t the commissioner legislative le tte r o f in ten t on ch, 31, SLA
of fish and game Bhnll allow public use of 1988, see tho Senate le tte r of in ten t on
the Oude Creek Critical H ab ita t Area CSSB 362 (Rob), 1988 Senate Journal
compatible w ith AS 16.20.610<a) un til a 2691-2692.
m anagem ent p lan has been adopted under 
AS 16.20.610<c).

Sec. 16.20.615. Tugidak Island Critical H abitat Area, (a) The 
state land above the mean high tide line within the following de­
scribed area is established as the Tugidak Island Critical Habitat 
Area:

(1) Township 41 South, Ranges 33 — 34 West, Seward Meridian;
(2) Township 42 South, Range 33 West, Seward Meridian

Sections 1 —  11
Sectior .14 —  23 
Sections 25 —  36;

(3) Township 42 South, Ranges 34 —  35 West, Seward Meridian;
(4) Township 43 South, Ranges 34 —  35 W'nt, Seward Meridian.
(b) In addition to the area described in (a) of this section, the water 

and the land below the mean high tide line in the lagoon at the north­
east end of Tugidak Island are included within the Tugidak Island 
Critical Habitat Area.

(c) The Tugidak Island Critical Habitat Area described in (a) and 
(b) of this section shall be managed under a management plan pre­
pared by the department.

(d) The department shall permit exiting cabins to remain, subsis­
tence and recreational uses to continue, and commercial uses such as 
seal hunting and placer mining to continue, if appropriate under the 
managei..'*nt plan adopted under (c) of this section to the extent that 
the activities are compatible with the establishment of the Tugidak 
Island Critical Habitat Arja.

(e) The department shall permit entry within the Tugidak Island 
Critical Habitat Area for the exploration and development of oil and 
gas resources when compatible with the purposes for which the criti­
cal habitat area wa~ established. An oil and gas lease of state land 
within the Tugidak Island Critical Habitat Area is valid and con­
tinues in full force according to ita terms. (§ 2 ch 116 SLA 1988)

R ev iso r’s no tes. —  Enacted os AS plans for the area including the Tugidak 
16.20.610. Renumbered in 1988. Islh.,d Critical Habitat A rea as enacted in

C ro ss  r e fe ren ce s . —  For s ta tem en t of b c c . 2 of th is Act, th e  commissioners of
legislative purpose, see 5 1, ch. 116, SLA natu ra l resources and fish und game may
1988 in the Temporary and Special Acts, recommend an id justm cn t in the bound-

E d ito r ’s no tes. —  Section 3, ch. 116, aries of the critical h ab ita t area to the lcg- 
SLA 1988 provides: "After completion of islature."

§ 16.20.615 A la s k a  Sta tu tes  § 16.20.615
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Sec. 16.20.C20. Willow Mountain Critical Habitat Area estab­
lished. (a) The following described area is established as the Willow 
Mountain Critical Habitat Area:

(1) Township 20 North, Range 2 West, Seward Meridian 
Section 7
Sections 18 —  19;

(2) Township 20 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian 
Sections 1 —  2
Sections 11 — 14 
Sections 23 —  24;

(3) Township 21 North, Range 2 West, Seward Meridian 
Sections 4 —  7
Section 18: W'/2;

(4) Township 21 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian 
Section 1
Sections 11 —  14 
Sections 23 —  26 
Sections 35 — 36;

(5) Township 22 North, Range 2 West, Seward Meridian 
Sections 19 —  21
Sections 28 —  33.

(b) Notwithstanding AS 16.20.510 —  16.20.530, the commissioner 
of fish and game, in consultation with the commissioner of natural 
resources, shall prepare a lanagement plan for the Willow Mountain 
Critical Habitat Area. The commissioner of fish and game and the 
commissioner of natural resources shall exercise their respective au­
thorities over the area in a manner consistent with the management
plan. (§ 2 ch 28 SLA 1989)

Cross referenced. — For statement of 16.20.620(b), enacted by 5 2 of this Act,
legislative purpose, see § 1, ch. 28, SLA management decisions for the Willow
1989 in tho Temporary and Special Acts. Mountain Critical Habitat Area must re-

E ditor’s notes. — Soction 3, ch. 28, fleet tho intent of the Willow Mountain
SLA 1989, provides: "Until a manago- Subunit of the Hatcher Pass Management
mont plan is developed undor AS Plan adopted In October, 1986."

Sec. 16.20.625. Redoubt Bay Critical Habitat Area, (a) The 
state-owned land and water above mean lower low water contained in 
the following described parcels is designated as the Redoubt Bay Criti­
cal Habitat Area:

(1) Township 6 North, Range 16 West, Seward Meridian 
Sections 1 —  12: North of the south bank of Drift River 
Sections 14 —  18: North of tho south bank of Drift River
Sections 20 —  22: North of the south bank of Drift River;

(2) Township 6 North, Range 17 West, Seward Meridian 
Sections 1 —  6: North of the south bank of Drift River 
Sections 10 —  12: North of the south bank of Drift River;
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(3) Township 7 North, Range 14 West, Sewaid Meridian 
Section 5: S'/2
Sections 6 —  8 
Section 18;

(4) Township 7 North, Range 15 West, Seward Meridian 
Sections 1 —  21
Sections 29 — 31;

(5) Township 7 North, Range 16 West, Seward Meridian;
(6) Township 7 North, Range 17 West, Seward Meridian 

Sections 1 —  4
Section 8: E‘/2 
Sections 9 —  17 
Sections 19 —  27 
Section 30 
Sections 34 —  36;

(7) Township 8 North, Range 15 West, Seward Meridian 
Section 1: SV2

Section 2: S'A 
Section 3: W /2 

Sections 4 —  11 
Section 12: NV2 

Sections 13 —  36;
(8) Township 8 North, Range 16 West, Seward Meridian;
(9) Township 8 North, Range 17 West, Seward Meridian 

Sections 1 —  17
Sections 20 —  29 
Sections 32 —  36;

(10) Township 8 North, Range 18 West, Seward Meridian
Sections 1 —  12;

(11) Township 9 North, Range 15 West, Seward Meridian
Sections 29 —  30;

(12) Township 9 North, Range 16 West, Seward Meridian
Sections 19 —  36;

(13) Township 9 North, Range 17 West, Seward Meridian
Sections 21 —  36.

(b) Notwithstanding AS 16.20.500 and the establishment of the 
Redoubt Ba* Critical Habitat Area under (a) of this section, egress 
and ingrest a und from private property within the Redoubt Bay 
Critical Habitat Area shall be permitted through access corridors es­
tablished through agreement between the state arid the private prop­
erty owners involved.(c) The state may not acquire by eminent domain privately owned
land within the Redoubt Bay Critical Habitat Area but may acquire 
privately owned land within the Redoubt Bay Critical Habitat Area 
by purchase, exchange, or otherwise for inclusion in the Redoubt Bay 
Critical Habitat Area.
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(d) The department shall permit entry within the Redoubt Bay 
Critical Habitat Arec. for the exploration and development of oil and 
gas resources when it is compatible with the purposes for which the 
critical habitat area is established. An oil and gas lease of state land 
and existing oil and gas pipeline lighto-of-way within the criti cal hab­
itat area are valid and continue in full force according to their terms. 
Tire commissioner shall permit inspection and maintenance activities 
necessary to ensure the integrity of oil and gas pipelines on existing 
leasos and pipeline rights-of-way in a manner that is compatible with 
the purposes for which the Redoubt Bay Critical Habitat Area was 
established.

(e) The department shall permit uses of the Redoubt Bay Critical 
Habitat Area in a manner that is compatible with the purposes for 
which the critical habitat area is established. The department shall
ermit the following public uses to continue without further approval 
y the department unless the department determines that the use is 

not compatible with the purposes for which the Redoubt Bay Critical 
Habitat Area is established:

(1) hunting, including subsistence hunting, trapping, and subsis­
tence, commercial, and sport fishing, including the continued use of 
cabins for the purpose of hunting, trapping, and fishing;

(2) hiking, backpacking, and camping, including the use of 
campfires;

(3) cross-country skiing, snowmachining, boating, and the landing 
of aircraft; and
^  (4) other related uses that are temporary in duration and have no 
foreseeable adverse effects on vegetation, drainage, soil stability, or 
fish and game and their habitat.

(f) The Kenai Peninsula Borough shall establish a citizens' advisory 
committee to work with the department and the Department of Natu­
ral Resources and advise on the development of policies and regula­
tions that affect the Redoubt Bay Critical Habitat Area.

(g) Appointments to the citizens’ advisory committee shall be made 
by the Kenai Peninsula Borough and shall include representatives 
from

(1) industry and commercial users including the oil and gas indus­
try, timber, mining, and commercial fishing;

(2) hunters, trappers, fishermen, cabin owners, and recreational 
users; and

(3) officials representing the Kenai Peninsula Borough. (§ 2 ch 111 
SLA 1989)

Reviaor'a notes. — Enacted oa AS Critical Habitat Area, see 5 1, ch. I l l ,  
16.20.620. Renumbered in 1989. SLA 1989 in the Temporary and Special

Croaa references. — For legislative Acta, 
purpose in establishing the Redoubt Bay




