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March 25, 1993

The Honorable Brian Porter

Chairman, Judiciary Committee

The House of Representatives

State Capitol, Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Porter:

| am writing to you today to speak against House Joint
Resolution 27 (HIJR 27), relating to a resolution of the
Alaska State Legislature requesting the Congress to prepare
an amendment to the U. S. Constitution prohibiting
desecration of the flag of the United States.

The Alaska Civil Liberties Union (AKCLU), an affiliate of the
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), strongly disagrees
with any legislation which would Ilimit an individual's right
to freedom of expression, and most particularly when it
relates to symbolic speech.

The language of HJR 27 repeatedly recognizes that the flag
is, indeed, a fine symbol of the many important events and
achievements in the history of this country. As a result,
some have come to believe that the U. S. flag is somehow
more than a mere symbol of our nation; instead, it has
become an international symbol for freedom, justice,
tolerance, and equality. However, when one considers this
fact, one must also remember that one of the most
important freedoms that the flag symbolizes for Americans
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and foreigners alike is our Constitutional (First Amendment) right of free
speech.

Surely the freedom that the people of this world's oppressed nations most
desire is the freedom to express an opinion or idea without fear of reprisal: to
be themselves, wholly. Do we not define the nature of governments first and
foremost by the controls which they place on individual liberties, including the
freedom of speech?

HIJR 27, by attempting to create criminal punishments for desecrating the
symbol (our flag) of an idea (freedom), infringes on the very individual liberties
our flag represents, while doing great harm to the Constitution itself. The flag
is a symbol, a way of communicating an idea to others without the use of words.
As such, its destruction is also merely symbolic: a way of communicating
feelings and ideas to others.

The First Amendment also guarantees that the sharing of a particular idea, even
if that idea may be offensive to a majority of the public, is not to be denied
based merely on the content of that idea. Although a proposed amendment
banning desecration of the flag might not contain explicit content-based
limitations on the symbolic uses of the flag, as U. S. Supreme Court Justice
Brennan noted in the majority opinion in U.S. v. Eichman (which upheld the
constitutionality of flag desecration), such a Constitutional amendment would
suffer from the flaw of suppressing expression "out of concern for its likely
communicative impact" (emphasis added).

The thirteen colonial legislatures, when debating whether to accept the
Constituton as the basis for this country's governmental structure, refused to
ratify it without written guarantee that certain basic rights would not be
infringed. These rights were codified and attached to the Constitution as the
first ten amendments, also known as the Bill of Rights. There has been no
change to these amendments in the past 200 years An amendment banning fiag
desecration would restrict one of these freedoms.
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Once a justification for making one change has been made and accepted, it would
be just that much harder to resist further changes to the Bill of Rights, should
they be proposed. Today, we have an amendment prohibiting flag desecration.
What would it be tomorrow? An amendment prohibiting a march by Neo-Nazi
sympathizers, or laws banning black armbands worn to protest a governmental
action? Potentially, the amendments could reach even more outrageous
proportions.

Finally, the idea that an amendment should be made to the Constitution to
prohibit one particular form of expression, so long as enough people protest that
particular form of expression, is outrageous. The First Amendment was enacted
to protect political expression offensive to prevailing opinion and sentiment, to
protect that speech which may in fact disturb or anger the majority: to protect
individuals from the tyranny of the majority.

Any proposed amendment, although it might appear simple, would conceal a
variety of complex issues. Would such an amendment supersede the rest of the
Constitution? If so, states could seize evidence of flag desecration in violation
of the Fourth Amendment and deny due process in criminal trials. Would the
proposed Amendment supersede only the First Amendment? If so, a state could
prohibit all flag burning but that in protest, for example, of the Vietnam War.
Would that be intended? If not, just how much and what part of *he First
Amendment would be superseded by the proposed Amendment?

The flag symbolizes different things to different people. As Justice Brennan
noted in Texas v. Johnson, mistreatment of the flag should not be an exception
to the principle of fiee speech: "We do not consecrate the flag by punishing its
desecration, for in doing so we dilute the very freedom that this cherished
emblem represents.”

Sincerely,

Randall Burns
Executive Director



"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification
of a constitutional amendment prohibiting physical desecration of
the United States Flag."
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W, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratificatic n ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the-Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption anti ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United State.' shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

A the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
A A"Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that

desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS
S ax/felt
0/ IMX MNIA .V (% (2- ~ f [9>VvQh/E/Y{-ddoVv 2
M54/ Goxdwr P 9*rétec 3~ ¢ A
(c)EN c//f *7 £ <fV ... ...
/3™ &L iIJoJdjs 7f osg —
R PJZfisT A Y 7 Akfcw C >
|
B*> p-zZV SK.
Go Ppx 802 :gJam , QlJol
p6-B<rf < aA .
| ASstSi
QOUA, . it
JL&xio

(Mail petitions to: Th~ American Legion, P.O. Box 538, Indianapolis, IN 46206.)



Vgfthe diidtjsigtaed, W AW petition "e/rfcfrt'’knt'aKd ratification of an
ffitendmen#to tlurConfititution of the United States, providing that
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of. the United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of *he United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE

Alg .

A AMu o jL .

iY\
s.A 7"LA 6'?/;

*L \V

Z Z xJtk-
pJib?. P. i?u

JAVCA . XAw—A * - L
o irm 'L )):'>7 _
/1Z<3

ru-

(Pa &K

I111S Lrz£IS)<
V70 (V ./ 7>7,<0 <

fo 6g° <r?z

lE x

& q% z ia

#0-6** *SVT7.
/6.

A
\s 31*?*?

g 'So J7>c~iry*>A/

ST.

uM LJslL

mAsS 9pi
\a LJILL

us?-# 00 vro
OAUSr-Z AK

| <&.0?0Z-

jZsJer "

S Z A"

JaU) f)k

J/J| mshr'T

7. r i Uitdi2 * &Wo.st
/.
gox IE£2 \Jmg2. <KEc
(MVE_S2g2i2= £1 ?% S2_

(Mail petitions to: The American Legion, P.O. Box 538, Indianapolis, IN 46206.)

JZEr LHXK AAj j 1)J<
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATJ/RE ADDRESS
flints)C* ftfID .CA.
f O r-Scle
| 5v} dtctf?  Afcyf&J/j Al E
ZUIiM .0ijdr JEm Qnia sK m n M,
U tJdurJdyv &UE H isL -S Tfol
'H kM u a zU Kk $201

FD. tL/ /m/<?

.C .A/J— & L6xM ] L A9 7N
----------------- Z"J-JJL JTaa™czjzs- 1/ [?- ° t& "E<£5
— - y £ f{puiM 'Kfc* Va* U [/ blc. <9%& {r0
LZ ZP jwoiXx (a)AM lap&Jl* Air
Ag IF\NPTAVM 5 *5£ @@2-<L UAi er?-VjNiCAICoSXry /
st&i. ~ A g~-__'frm /,r/ ,
<EE>  jj] 13*?c+ vniamt {"£- 33/ Z2z
Z Z B /1Z rgr- P>X-q 1/*»(,
fieri, -33*2 3 \JcUJi,

B MU N B PACR AK A9AT

iNnUI/0J&K 1 Z™V fo. "Pet*
Z \7J V t/ F & P& I?7al

(Mail petitions to: The American Legion, P.O. Box 538, Indianapolis, IN 46206.)



(STATE)

PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, providing that desecration of the Flag of the
United States shall be a crime.
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Alalce e.rfrc copiaijfthAetitionform and haveyour members obtain as many signaturesasiplssible. Phase
print the name ofyour state in block letters at the top of the petition form. Enlist the help of oilier
community organizations in this campaign to protect the Flags o fthe United Statesfrom acts o f desecration.
Mail all completed petitionforms to The American Legion, P.O. Box 538, Indianapolis, Ind. 46206.



We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption, and ratification ofan Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, providing that desecration of the Flag of the
United States shall be a crime.
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print the name ofyour state in block letters at the top of the petition form. Enlist the help of other
community organizations in this campaign to protect the Flags o f the United Statesfrom acts of desecration.
Mail all completed petitionforms to The American Legion, P.O. Box 538, Indianapolis, Ind. 46206.



(STATE)

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, providing that desecration of the Flag of the
United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS



(STATE)

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification of an Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, providing that desecration of the Flag of the
United States shall be a crime.
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print the name ofyour state in block letters at the top of the petition fortr. Enlist the help of other
community organizations in this campaign to protect the Flags of the United Statesfrom acts of desecration
Mail ail completedpetitionforms to The American Legion, P.O. Pox 538, Indianapolis, hid 46206.
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(STATE)

-L

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification of an Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, providing that desecration of the Flag of the
United States shall be a crime.
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Make extra copies ofthepetitionform and haveyour members obtain as many signatures as possible. Please
print the name ofyour state in block letters at the top of the peiitionform. Enlist the help of other
community organizations in this campaign to protect the Flags of the United Statesfrom ucts of desecration.
Mail all completed petitionforms to The American Legion, P.O. Pox S38, Indianapolis, Ind 46206.
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(STATE)

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification of an Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, providing that desecration of the Flag of the
United States shall be a crime.
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Make extra copies ofthepetitionform and haveyour members obtain as many signatures aspossible. F'case
print the name ofyour state in block letters at the (op of the petitionform. Enlist the help of other
community organizations in this campaign to protect the Flags of the United Statesfrom acts of desecr rtion.
Mail all completed petitionforms to The American Legion, P.O. Box 538, Indianapolis, Ind. 46206.



We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, providing that desecration of the Flag of the
United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE RODRESS
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS

t\/ MaQfl

Wi~ye<7—

(Mail petitions to: The American Legion, P.O. Box 538, Indianapolis, IN 46206.)



We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

ADDRESS
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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(Mail petitions to: The American Legion, P.O. Box 538, Indianapolis, IN 46206.)
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Fla 1of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Fiag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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(Mai! petitions to: The American Legion, P.O. Box 538, Indianapolis, IN 46206.)



ghpss? We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

@i
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

IGMATURE ADDRESS
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE
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PETITION

"k, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shai! be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS
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W, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE

VA A

ADDRESS

[N " a cz.Vr to FBk.alr. 9f?20y

0o 1 2 tM
/-, : _
&s>y 73 * gib™ & Jt dr7002
joX offf i Ld/S dgiv* mWKC*  ffA —
i fl. . J* ooo~ I
171y ™Ml» Pe- 1 znfivid Vi
fo. &% ryo3 [/1V/ IEl. 2§7 ~

FAINQAuUK 4#n&I17'0 /

&r>P> {~adM s I3r foe % Is°)

/ Ah.3fe yrvf floOfM LOH " hLW O S
22..% fS>h\""togy”"'Or, /(7 44*70*1
73S'<"r>elle F<777 3"

sZyylrtflpAlAs 99767
X * 77V

(Mail petitions to: The American Legion, P.O. Box 538, Indianapolis, IN 46206.)



We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall he a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that

desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

W, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall he a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that

desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS
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Ur . Jolin Mahon&y

American Legion, Department of Illinois
343 bo. Ilxarinorn

Chicago 111. 60604

Dear Mr. Mahoney

1l as an American join .with the hundreds of thousands
in protest of the deplorable treatment of our Great

FI ao. (A rlemr. hurt ou.rictc in the hearts of the
American People when they see anyone’tread on our
Nat).onal Colors. Please add my name to-those who

wish to object in writing to the desioration of the
AMERICAN FLAG.

iNivh Deep tmotional Feelings



[ie. Oohri I'ahon%y

American Legion, Department of Illinois
343 So. I*rarbdrn

Chicago 111. 60604

Dear Mr. blahone

I as an American join .with the hundreds of thousands
in orotest of the deplorable treatment of our Great
flag. A deep hurt exists in the hearts at the
American People when they see anyone* tread on our
National Colors. Please add my name to- those? who
wish to object in writing to the desicr.ation of the
AMER.l i AN FLAG.

vbtn Deep Emotional Feel trigs'



PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification
of a Constitutional amendment prohibiting physical desecration of
the United States flag."
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PETITION

"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification
of a Constitutional amendment prohibiting phy >ical desecration of

the United States flag."
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"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and
ratification of a Constitutions] amendment prohibiting
the physical desecration of the United States Flag."

MAIL PETITIONS TO:
Conmander John L FitzSimuns
"lle Arverican Legion
Department of Alaska
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PETITION

"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and
ratification of a Constitutional amendment prohibiting
the physical desecration of the Uhited States Flag.”
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"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification
of a Constitutional amendment prohibiting physical desecration of
the United States flag."”

Signature Printed name Address City State  Zip
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"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification
of a Constitutional amendment prohibiting physical desecration of
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"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification
of a Constitutional amendment prohibiting physical desecration of
the United States flag."”

Printed name Address City
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TIT!IO

"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification
of a Constitutional amendment prohibiting physical desecration of
the United States flag."”

Printed name Address City State  Zip
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"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification
of a Constitutional amendment prohibiting physical desecration of
the United States flag."
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PETITION

\A£ the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime. /
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PETITION

"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification
of a Constitutional amendment prohibiting physical desecration of
the United States flag.”

Signature Printed name Address City
last first
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~ PETITION

"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification
of a Constitutional amendment prohibiting physical desecration of
the United States flag.”

Printed name Address City Slate  Zip
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification oran
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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ALASKA-3ACK HENRY

| PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that

desecration of the Fla” of the United States shall be a crime.

ASIGNATURE . ADDRESS
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PETITION

W, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
* Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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Piva*
> f We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the Umted States shall be aycrime.
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ALASKA-3ACK HENRY

| PETITION |

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE
LE£)2 3/&?2a)&TT A'?2/S" -k ddsi Q
5. £ N-CJ ------m- £ £&6"A\rc.{,c B | 6>3
t YN/fisK  r-1f 7i >-0 Sra'A (>1/.
A <«\Clqg I"ao cL”oLla”cL A-O”~k 9757
pf/ QjiSaj)GmLt95/
» e M 4 N E"rlyjy OjuAfJ!, O ~A . cf
-0OJu>" o KO JI I"W -71 /gCM
AQ-X-—H lax — A
[<<>If rc.frfMl/ZcJ-E/jrtStic3c £yf/< 9 26C>S
(22.7& |
« [ftrv!ldU ~tE~X A mv "
3 N &> S&elc, & £ tfs?s~
, 4V |
JPIE<W - NJ&E& & $TS 9vhb?)
Ri.fIA,.V|[2JA ~teCaldsSp Cic Iftd] »
yyrz?f
J ftffT fc A
m )PW\ w& AMO T roxriocf-)v fi ~CL-tjg6AC" /o
ABSrt/ir}ift 7hn~ . I1AOA't-ZC'IW-Avd'j I&jLsfas’/fte A /t-tto P tf’
1 MCU__ Frt. Sev <2H*ZS. *a*H ./?« ?9SZ"/
it /G™ (XjIL-iLn —GA—' /[ 1 ™L(u.t\ WMs AJML. &a?lst

Mail petitions to: The American Legion, P.O. Box 538, Indianapolis, IN 4(206.)



p o s r *7

ALASKA-JACK HENRY

r PETITION 1|

We, (he undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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"Vi'.H A LASKA-3ACK "“"ENRY
e PETITION #
l
Iﬁ We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption und ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
- t desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime. «
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O PETITION

W, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

signature address
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

ADDRESS
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that

desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

ADDRESS
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the F5ag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

Y\£ the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification of an
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that

desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

Wk, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment tt» the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of ihe Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETIT1|=ON

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that

desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime. — ~1) [P Th;
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification of an
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
Atsecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS o & £/

SD7 m 1/s 73/03
CbdA/Jlla 996% I

31 AZs LiLiA kw

Box 33G\
O&v*/  fkjc/h m d 7°G&-0Srt/Y
-

a m sm@ r
... Mart e M &

3DI Qn isW ul3 1
» Ay~A'o,Toils "I"10-A

52M 3A -%-dJLdU.a J ft/,d/(? A2*C>v y/5/5

l'] e ,plyo <Pjfc
U \ TrAi YPK$ , A t ft 7/Z.
ORRISE V& S A, yeer A&, MLEZ <334
nTIT7 AnveM BIJE. AfalA L /lell), &TI111
«** NV rid jjsh= I AVM M ' AVE .- M/C <y
<t po&yy [1?7& 1 U/PCDecr”
It). &<*.030s& <3P 91S21
1437 - y-7A77
AN>7 Q -M.6p»teM  fU we :AL%Mo W_\U©.*"Q?
<?7U 1

(Mail petitions to: The American Legion, P.O. Box 538, Indianapolis, IN 46206.)



NeGd rdoT fie
lyjfiST P2 fimern&flr?

fienJ-T

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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Wt, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification of an
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

ADDRESS
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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\Ag the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, “oviding that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the a option and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

IGNATURE
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Fiag of the United States shall be a crime.
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We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that

desecration of the Flag of the United States shallbe a crime. ~«ve|\/l
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PETITION #

W, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION 0

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.

SIGNATURE ADDRESS
7, ~€-4£s 77. A yrClA< /| OE£S > *h 7o)
gt /- T JRC - vl e = M aa 8j&ds g v
gh-lizs.
}3
m uu -
cthi 7 QJaaldzji 73/

10.S \" 'L%c _1Q

T S S tgT"  [rife? 2)/-. | r4

7y -9 TSJk" ZSJ.'Gu” el£

o Iff/RLAS\--<S =2) T/LM-w V 3h Y-th<aws  epfifci &Y T

4. rrLt0r-U, 3/y- wWEXT &fSZJIb(r, i~ks <*A 9 Cw<"/

is JO ( TZVHE M T '7or

4 /<m [* CSTOL itT t) <6
<t 7
Y7e?
?7<?/

B& S k.Jstic.& £ t

<To /7//1 6idm LEM SSf0Si& > .
2. /]/)ft U Cz /)lJITC rfCVy V/37 g/-SG&otkltl , Tutu
UAYC Cii)lsu (] /in® OAA_AA G | Y7 a0 <7

25..

24..

(Mail petitions to: The American Legion, P.(X Box 538, Indianapolis, IN 46206.)



PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification ofan
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing that
desecration of the Flag of the United States shall be a crime.
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"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification

of a constitutional amendment prohibiting physical desecration of

the United States Flag."
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PETITION

"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification

of a constitutional amendment prohibiting physical desecration of
the United States Flag."
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"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification

of a constitutional amendment prohibiting physical desecration of

the United States Flag."
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"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification
of a constitutional amendment prohibiting physical desecration of
the United States Flag."
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"We, the undersigned, hereby petition the adoption and ratification
of a constitutional amendment prohibiting physical desecration of
the United States Flag.
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Oets:

Sponsor: House Spar.. Comm, for M ilt. & Vets F1d fe"

Requestor: House Judiciary Committee j

foadituresslRyvanLss,

OPERATING FY94 FY9%5

PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0
CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES n
EQUIPNVENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIVG

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0

CAPITAL . 0 0
REVENUE FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING:

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G- Match

1004 G-

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GHIVHTIA

Other

TOTAL

POSITIONS:
RULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate af currant ysar (FY93) iespeet |

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate pago if necessary)

No fiscal impact anticipated.

l/\\
Yy, >
Prepared by: Gayle A. Horetski, Committee Aide

Division: House Judiciary Committee

Approved by Commissioner

Agency: Chairman. House Judiciary Committee

Oept. Affected:
Title: Relating to an amendment to the U.Db! gy}

Constitution prohibiting desecration of che U.S .Component;

BILL NO.

None

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

(Thousands of Dollars)

FY9%6

0
6

n

0
0

FYo7 FYS8

(Thousrnds of Dollars)

Phone 465-6841
Oatn April 5,

Date

PREPARER TO PROVIOE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office

IRty 11199 93fanqHOBR
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HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
(7)
Date Referred: February 11, 1993 FURTHER REFERRALS:
Date of Committee Action: M- 2.- ~ 3
The JUDICIARY Committee considered: HJR 27
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27 DESECRATION OF U.S. FLAG

Relating to an amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting desecration of the Flag of the
United States.

RECOMMENDATIONS: [ ] the same title
be replaced with I ] a new title

[ ] have attached amendments(s)

A do pass

[ ] do not pass
[ 1 no recommendations
[ 1 individual recommendations

[ ] additional referral to the Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): ©ept) APPROVES PREVIOUS: Ocpl/Dvie)
[ ] fiscal impact [ ] fiscal note(s)

CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE



A laska State Legislature

-Co Chair - -C€o Chair -

. R tati Rich d F t
Representative Eldon Mulder epresentative fehar oster

H ouse Special Committee

M ilitary & V eterans A ffairs

memorandum

TO: Representative Brian Porter
Chair, House Judiciary Committee

FROM: Representative Eldon Mul~ep /
Co-Chair, Special Cmt. on Veterans Affairs

Representative Richard Foster \y>/fiC

Co-Chair, Special Cmt. on VeteiWns Affairs
SUBJ: Hearing of HIR 27
DATE: March 12,1993

We would respectfully request that the House Judiciary Committee hear HIR 27 at
its earliest convenience. Included the latest copy of the resolution. If you have any
questions, please contact the committee aide, Howard Joyce, at 3889. Thank you.

A laska State Capitol,Juneau AK 99801-1182
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Alaska State Legislature

Senate Majority Leader State Capitol
Chalr, Judiciary- Committee luneau. Alaska 99801 1182
wee Chair. community & '907i 465-3873
Regional Affairs lax: '907' 46.v3922
Member, State Affairs Committee 352 Front Street
Committee on Committees Ketchikan. Alaska 99901
Western States Legislative Forestry lisk force S R b' L T I '9071225-8008
Legislative Council enator O In . ay Or Fax: '9071 225-0713
TO: Representative Brian Porter, Chairman

House Judiciary Committee

N

FROM: Senator Robin L. Taylor
DATE: 3/18/93

REF: KIR27

Mr. Chairman:

| see that HIR 27, the U.S. flag desecration amendment resolution is now in
your committee.

| would appreciate it if you would schedule this resolution for a hearing at
your earliest convenience.

This issue is of vital and emotional concern to the many veterans in Alaska,
as witnessed by the testimony on a similar measure before the Senate
Finance Committee. | hope to see this measure approved this session and
feel the House Military and Veteran's Affairs Committee version has the best
chance for passage.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

District A:
Hyder < Ketchikan e Kupreanof < Meyers Chuck < Petersburg = Saxman < Sitka = Wrangell



SERUICE OHFICE ALL. 03-19-98 04:14AM 8l

THE AMERICAN LEGION

Warren_Colver DBEA%&VN?(I\JET&FF'%EASKA
(ot DEBARR ROAD, UITE 3D
Leon_Bertram Al\U{RAGE, ALI@(A
RV =6ji:g
@) 263 SavieCiie
(9%%7—482Fld1he Bill Frederick
Service Officer
(907) 454-4238 Hlrfcialo
FAX TRANSMITTAL COVER SHEET ]
Bill_ Hogan
e
DATE @)436-8307 Kaokek
101  -Jiep”™ Br™n™Pjjrter™ Qhr Fonse Judiciary Comm.
Fax #465-3445 )
FROM: warren C. Colv.er, Led Rep. Amer. Legion
REGUARDING H.7R-27 Flag Decoration Resolution
WE HAVE TRANSMITTED -.PAGES OF DOCUMENTS, IF YOU DID

NOT RECEIVE ALL.THE PAGES, PLEASE NOTIFY OUR OFFICE AT THE
TELEPHONE OR FAX NUMBER LISTED ABOVE. THANK YOU.

COMMENTS. AMERICAN LEGION, DEPT. OF AK, URGES YOUR COMMITTEE GIVE
DUE PASS TO HJR 27, WHICH MEMORIALIZES CONGRESS TU PASS CONSTIT_
MTTfMAT. AMENDMEN T PROHIBITING BURNING OR DECERATION OF. AMERICAN
FLAG.- CONGRESS1 INAL. PASSAGE OF CONSTITUTIONAL /mENUKI5«T-WOULD
-RgFEERVE Awn RRF)", ECT SYMBOLIC AND PATRIOTIC CHARACTER OF OLD *
GLORY BY PROHIBITING DISPITA13LK ACTS MIVKOUT AJaklutilJttaKT OF

JAHK SPEECH TN AN. _WAY.

DEPT. COMMANDER

*

P.S. Chief, if the House acts quickly on passage of I1JR-27,. Senator
Taylor has advise*r ub- the Senate would push the Majority resolution
HIJR-27 and leave the Senate resoution, "SJR-9, lay dormient.

The Legion really wants this one. Thanks for any assistence
you can give us.
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March 1S, 1993

Representative Bd Willis
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Willis,

For several years, the veterans of the great state of Alaska
have been trying to get legislation approved to protect our
nations greatest symbol, her flag. We have been unsuccessful
previously.

As Commander of our states 6,500 members of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars, 1 endorse immediate passage and implication of HRS
27, a bill which carries the support of all of our veterans.

It is unfortunate that the flag of our nation requires
protection. Many good friends and comrades have come home with
our flag as their escort, which was then folded and presented to
their survivors from “A grateful nation”. The actions of a few
radical individuals to desecrate this symbol 1a a outrageous
injustice to those proud Americans who gave their all for our
Nations cause.

I solicit your support in passing HRS 27 this session.

Sincerely Yours,

LARRY JI. PATCH
Commander



