


155 SOUTH SEWARD STREET 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801

January 27, 1994

Mr. Tom Anderson
The Office of Representative Terry Martin 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Tom:

It was a pleasure to have the opportunity to meet with you
about CS for House Bill No. 49 (STA).

Concern had apparently been raised that House Bill 49 would 
apply to municipal elections as well as state elections. In
reviewing the bill, it applies only to Title 15, which is the State 
Election Code. Municipal election requirements are contained in 
Title 29 of Alaska Statutes. Municipalities generally adopt their 
own election ordinances and may pattern their election codes after 
State Statutes, however, there are no requirements for 
municipalities to adopt the State Code.

The City and Borough of Juneau revised its own election code 
about two years ago and now allows voters to request an absentee 
ballot by facsimile. The facsimile application must be received no 
later than five days before the date of the election. Our
experience with the facsimile application is that it works well and 
voters have been pleased to have k  as an option. At the time that 
the Assembly considered revisions to the City and Borough's
election code, the facsimile transaction of ballots to the voters
and of ballots returned from the voters was considered but not 
adopted.

If I may be of assistance or provide additional information,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

m m  r alley, CMC 
Municipal Clerk

PAP:etp



O F F IC E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  /  d iv is io n  o f  e l e c t i o n s
/  P.O. BOX AF

/  JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0105
/  PHONE (907) 465-4611

Position Paper 
CS For House Bill No. -19 (STA)

Section 1 of the bill finds that it would be beneficial for ;he Division 
of Elections to receive and to send by electronic transmission 
applications for absentee-by-mail ballots to qualified voters living 
outside of Alaska. The Division strongly supports this proposal. 
Currently, voters may request an application by mail, in person, or by 
phone (and fa;-:), but the Division sends the application to the voter by 
mail. The voter then mails in the application. The Division then mails 
the ballot, and the voter returns it by mail. Using electronic 
transmission would allow the division to fax the application to the 
voter and the voter to fax the completed application to the Division, 
thus saving considerable time, especially in areas not served by regular 
or frequent mail service. Speeding up the process would also reduce the 
possibility that the voter would fail to receive and execute an absentee 
ballot in a timely fashion to allow it to be counted.

Section 2 of the bill allows the Division to deliver and receive 
absentee ballots by electronic transmission. The Division supports the 
concept of utilizing electronic transmission to speed the process of 
absentee voting, but has reservations about the ability to maintain the 
confidentiality of the vote.

Section 3 allows for voters residing outside the United States to apply 
by electronic transmission for an absentee ballot. As stated above, the 
Division strongly supports this proposal.

Section 4 changes the date by which an application must be received by 
the Division from four to a requirement that the application be 
postmarked not less than seven days before the election. The Division is 
neutral on this section, but expresses a concern that, regardless of the 
postmark, an application cannot be processed until received. This 
section would require the Division to process applications regardless of 
the day of receipt, so long as the postmark is timely.

Section 5 allows the Division to send absentee ballots by electronic 
transmission. The Division supports the concept, as stated above. 
Sections 6-9 are miscellaneous adjustments supporting the addition of 
electronic transmission, and do not require specific comment.
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CSHB 49 (STA)

A n Act relating to absentee voting by electronic transm ission.

Per a request by the Secretary of Defense, Federa l Voting A ssistance Frogram  
D irector P h y llis  J. Tay lo r, I  requested LAA  Lega l Services to d ra ft HB 49. W ith  
new  com m ittee changes re su lt in g  in  CSHB 49 (STA), the in ten t is to a llo w  
re s id en ts o f A la ska , o u ts id e  the U.S., the oppo rtun ity  to vo te b y  e lectron ic 
transm ission (fax), i f  they prefer.

N eed for Legislation

In  consideration o f the 1990 Desert Storm conflict, the d iff ic u lty  in  send ing and 
rece iv in g  ba llo ts  from  o u ts id e  the U.S. has esca la ted th rough fa ilu re s  in  our 
po sta l system , e lecto ra l regu la tio n  changes and m isun de rs tan d in g  by voters. 
W ith  regards to the m ilita ry , reports revea l that there are 26,281 A laska residen ts 
se rv in g  in  the A rm ed Forces alone, w ith  over 19,000 spouses and dependen ts of 
vo tin g  age, and a lm ost 5,750 residen ts not a ffilia ted  w ith  the federa l governm ent, 
b u t e lig ib le  to vo te in A laska . These fig u re s do  not in c lu d e  a ll other A laskan  
residen ts w ho vo te o u t o f state b y  absentee. In  to ta l, a good proportion of these 
absentee vo ters are o u ts id e  o f the U n ited  States and fin d  the absentee vo tin g  
process to have prob lem s when m a il se rv ice is the on ly means to app ly  and vote 
in  an A laskan  election.

The nationa l trend is to expand vo tin g  practices and a llow  those in d iv id u a l 
vo tin g  absentee the m ost exped itious m eans by  w h ich  they can cast their ba llo t. 
In  term s o f A laska's requ irem en ts, there is  a 36-45 day  ba llo t tran sm ission  time. 
Ballo ts are m a iled  21-30 days before the election: M arked ba llo ts m a iled  b y  voters 
w ith in  the Un ited States w il l be counted i f  postm arked by the day o f the election 
and i f  rece ived  b y  the D iv is io n  o f E lections b y  the tenth da y  fo llo w in g  the 
election. Ballots re tu rned b y  vo ters ou ts ide  the U n ited States m ust be received by



the D iv is ion  of E lections b y  the fifteenth d a y  fo llow in g  the election. A laska  also 
prov ides a Special Write-in Abs rntee Ballot, w h ich is ava ilab le  60 days before the 
election.

The purpose o f CSHB 49 (STA) is to decrease lost, ce layed , or den ied  absentee 
ba llo ts from  overseas (and in the U.S., in specific cases). The use o f electron ic 
tran sm iss ion  m a in ta in s co n fid en tia lity , w h ile  a t the same tim e, is fa st and 
efficien t. In  essence, i t  expands the use o f a lte rna tive  vo ting  p rocedures wh ich 
m igh t o the rw ise d isen franch ise an A la skan  res iden t vo ting  absentee. In  other 
states, such as Montana, the use o f facsim ile  m achines for absentee vo tin g  has 
been in tegrated in to statute. Through a set o f specific gu ide lin e s and a regu la ted  
p rocedure e stab lish ed  in CSHB 49 (STA), those vo te rs o u ts id e  o f the U n ited 
States, unab le to re tu rn  to A laska du rin g  a federa l or state election, w o u ld  also be 
afforded the opportun ity to cast their vo te v ia  e lectronic transm ission.

PR IM ARY  CHANGES IN  THE LAW;

1 . CSHB 49 (STA) ca tego rize s three types o f absentee vo te r and  the 
corresponding requ irem ents to vote absentee:

(1) O U TS ID E  THE U.S. - W ill be a llow ed  to request an app lication  
and upon receip t from  the D iv is ion  o f E lections (by mail), m ay send b y  electronic 
transm ission the completed app lication . The d iv is io n  w il l then fax by electronic 
transm ission the ba llo t and the absentee vo ter m ay return  the m arked  ba llo t b y 
fax to the d iv is io n , bu t it  m ust be re tu rned b y  the close o f the po lls in  the even ing 
o f the election.

(2) OU • . A LASKA  ( IN  U.S.) - W ill be faxed a b a llo t on the 
occurrence that an u „on for an absentee ba llo t is  received le ss than 7 days 
prio r to the election by the D iv is ion  o f E lections (but postm arked p rio r to the 7th 
d a y  before the election). The d irector w il l determ ine i f  the ba llo t m ay be faxed. I f  
fax in g  the b a llo t is a llow ed , upon rece ip t and com p letion the absentee-voter 
m u st send the m arked ba llo t to the D iv is io n  o f E lections by m a il and  it m ust be 
postm arked b y  the day o f the election.

(3) IN  A LA SK A  - No change. The absentee voter w i l l  be a llow ed  to 
p a r tic ip a te  th ro ugh  the in-state ab sen tee  vo te r p rocess w h ic h  is  v e ry  
accom m odating as the la w  ex ists today (e.g., the d iv is io n  p ro v id e s in-person 
absentee vo ting  at absentee vo ting stations th roughout A laska).

2. The b i l l  requ ire s the absentee vo ter, upon com pletion o f the ba llo t, to 
accompany i t  w ith  a statem ent, under oath , w itne ssed  by: a com m issioned or 
non-commissioned officer o f the A rm ed Forces of the U.S., an o ffic ia l au tho rized 
b y  federa l la w  or A laskan  law  to adm in is te r an oath , or tw o U n ited  States 
citizens.



3 .  F in a lly , as no ted , the b i l l changes the tim e period fo r the request of the 
d e live ry  o f an absentee ba llo t app lication  from  four (4) days p rio r to the election 
to seven (7) p rior to the election.

The rem ainder o f the changes are for c la rity  between m a ilin g  and faxing absentee 
app lications and ba llo ts.
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S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  

CSHB 49 (STA) 

An Act relating to absentee voting by electronic transm ission. 

Section 1.

(1) References the u n tim e ly  d e liv e ry  and receip t o f absentee ba llo ts due  to 
m a ilin g  and d istance d e liv e ry  problem s.

(2) Confirm s that in ternationa l postal se rvice can be un re liab le , other than for 
m ilita ry  personnel.

(3) N otes that the use o f e lectron ic tran sm iss ion  w o u ld  be an exped itio us 
method of send ing absentee ba llo ts.

(4) Promotes the use o f e lectron ic tran sm ission  in  A la ska  and c la rifie s the 
purpose of HB49 as a llow ing :

(b) (1) Voters ou ts ide  o f the I  n ited States to receive an absentee
ba llo t by electronic tru ism iss io n  p ro v id in g  adequate 
secu rity  and secrecy exists.

(2) Voters o u ts ide  the state, in  the U.S., unde r tim e constra ints, 
to have a ba llo t de live red  p ro v id in g  adequate security  and 
secrecy exists.

(c) M a in ta in s that the in-state absentee vo ting process w i l l not be 
altered.

Section 2.

A dd s a new  section on vo tin g  b y  electronic transm ission:

(a) A llow s fo r transm ission  of ba llo t to absentee vo ter ou ts ide  o f U.S.

(1) Requ ires the vo ter to continue com p ly ing w ith  time dead ­
lines.



(2) Ensures accuracy and secrecy.

(b) Requ ires statement o f identifica tion under oath, w itnessed 
by:

(1) Commissioned/non-comm issioned officer o f the 
A rm ed Forces in  the U.S.

(2) O ffic ia l o f federa l governm ent or A laska  that can 
adm in ister oaths.

(3) Two Un ited States citizens.

Section 3.

A llow s an absentee vo ter o u ts ide  o f the U.S. to app ly fo r an absentee ba llo t by 
electronic transm ission  and requ ires the inclusion  of the fax num ber in use.

Section 4.

Requires the request fo r the d e liv e ry  of an absentee b a llo t to be postm arked or 
faxed not le ss than seven  (7) days before the e lection . P roh ib its  the use of 
electronic transm ission  for vo ter registration .

Section 5.

States that the d irec to r of e lections sha ll send the absentee ba llo t/m ate ria ls by 
p rio rity  m a il, un le ss the absentee vo ter resides ou ts ide  o f the U.S. and requests 
the d e live ry  b y  e lectron ic transm ission . In  add ition , i f  an in d iv id u a l o u ts ide  of 
A laska, b u t re s id in g  in s ide  the U.S., m a ils the request in  the a llo tted  tim e and the 
director concludes that the ba llo t's d is tribu tion  may be de la yed  th rough m ail, the 
use of electronic transm ission m ay be u t iliz e d  by elections, b u t the m arked ba llo t 
m u st be retu rned b y  m ail.

Section 6.

Requires the absen tee ba llo t, w hether m a ile d  or faxed , to be postm arked (or 
faxed), by the c lose of the election day.

Section 7.

A dd s that those w ho use e lectron ic transm ission m u st a lso be in c lu d ed  on the 
div ision 's absentee lis t o f vo ters in the state.

Section 8.

States that the use  o f e lectron ic transm ission  is not app licab le  in  the use  of the 
federa l write-in absentee ba llo t for overseas voters (which in vo lve s a b lank ba llo t 
w ith  the lis t o f cand idates i f  certification has not occurred).



Section 9.

A llow s the absentee vo ter to write-in cand idates on the ba llo t if the w rong ba llo t 
is sent, b u t the cand idates w ritten  in m ust be e lig ib le .
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B u sh  V ic to ry ?
Noted forecaster Marvin Cetron, 

president of Forecasting International, 
was on the mark earlier this year when 
he predicted in Washington Watch that 
Bill Clinton would be the Democratic 
Presidential nominee because the 
party wanted a moderate who wouldn’t 
lose the South to the Republicans.
Now Cetron looks at the presiden­

tial race.
Clinton's big issue is the economy, 

but Cetron insists it w ill work to 
the President’s advantage. Although 
unemployment is around 8 per­
cent. Cetron thinks most voters will 
look on the bright side— 92 percent 
are working. Moreover, he says, infla­
tion and interest rates are very low, 
the housing market is picking up. and 
the American people are leerv of the 
Democratic Party tax and spending 
programs.
The economy plus other issues such 

as integrity and law and order add up 
to a George Bush victory Nov. 3. 
Cetron says. He predicts a small Bush 
win in the popular vote but a big victo­
ry in the Electoral College. Cetron, a 
Democrat, made this prediction back 
in August when Bush was 10 to 15 
points behind Clinton in the polls.
Cetron also sees many new people in 

Congress— including more women—  
but no basic difference in the ratio of 
Democrats and Republicans.

M a rin e s  V s. C ru is e
Actor Tom Cruise didn't impress 

Marine Corps hard-liners with his por­
trayal of an alienated, disabled 
Vietnam vet in "Born on the Fourth of 
July," and his new film. "A Few Good 
Men.” won't repair the damage. 
Coming this Christmas and co-star­
ring Jack Nicholson, the movie is an 
adaptation of the stage play about a 
disciplinary action that results in the 
death of a young Marine.

New  R u s s ia n  P ow e r
Experts say the new man to watch 

in Russia is Arkady Volsky, president 
of the Russian Union of Industrialists, 
who may jo in with Vice President 
Alexander Ruiskoy in challenging 
Prtaident Boris Yeltsin's already tenu­
ous authority. Volsky and Rutskoy are

Washington-based C liff Kincaid 
writes fo r Human Events and other 
publications.
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partners in the Civic Union, represent­
ing the old Soviet military-industrial 
complex.
Meanwhile, the industry-based U.S. 

Space Transportation Association is 
warning that U.S. government plans to 
buy Russian space-launch hardware 
and technology could be damaging to 
American aerospace firms. The group 
says that Russian engineers and tech­
nicians may get jobs that belong to 
Americans.

New  D e fe n s e  P o s t
The Bush administration is expect­

ed to go along with a Congressional 
proposal to re-establish the office of 
Deputy Secretary of Defense for Equal 
Opportunity, a position used during 
the Carter years to promote expanded 
roles for women in the military. The 
office was dismantled under Ronald 
Reagan.

A H it A t C h en e y
President Bush may have removed 

an embarrassing reference from the 
GOP platform that his 1990 tax hike 
was a “mistake." But his convention 
managers missed a subtle swipe at 
Defense Secretary Dick Cheney for 
not stopping the sales of so-called 
adult magazines such as Playboy and 
Penthouse at militurv bases. The plat­

form denounced unnamed "federal 
agencies" that refuse to "halt the sale, 
under government auspices, of porno­
graphic materials." Some anti-porn 
activists think these magazines are 
related to harassment of women.

Ira q -g a te
Attorney General William Barrs 

refusal to appoint a special prosecutor 
in Iraq-gate is expected to heat up 
considerably the charges that the Bush 
administration illegally assisted Iraq's 
military buildup before the Persian 
Gulf War.
The administration says that key 

congressmen approved the policy and 
that charges of illegality are too vague 
to take seriously. But with congres­
sional leaders continuing to demand 
classified documents about U.S.-Iraq 
relations, the administration is count­
ing on CIA director Robert Gates to 
publicly make the case that Congress 
can't be trusted because it has already 
publicized secret information dealing 
with Iraq's nuclear weapons develop­
ment. __________ _

The M ili ta ry  V o te
DoD says that 200.000 military per­

sonnel who tried to vote in the 1988 
presidential election were unable to do 
so because they received their absen­
tee ballots too late or not at all. The 
problems are mainly delays in printing 
and mailing absentee ballots. But 
thanks to a group of volunteers 
led by Navy Reserve Commander 
Samuel F. Wright, that figure could 
decline dramatically this year. His 
"Wrighteous" campaign has resulted 
in 45 states making improvements 
in their election laws to accommo­
date military personnel. Some politi­
cians believe these votes go heavilyj 
Republican.

Im p e a c h  T h om a s ?
Lawyers with the radical Center for 

Constitutional Rights are promoting a 
campaign to impeach Supreme Court 
Justice Clarence Thomas. They ciaim 
that Thomas, who has voted consis­
tently conservative in his first term on 
the court. Heliberately misled the 
Senate when ne testified during his 
confirmation hearings that he had no 
ideological agenda. But politica l 
observers don't expect more than a few 
congressional liberals to join the cam­
paign. □
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AbttatM Votes Made a Difference

The Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP) announced that absentee votes, including those 
cast by persons covered by the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act 
(UOCAVA), played an important role in several contests around the nation. The FVAP handled 
over 6,000 calls relating to the absentee voting process bom February to November 1992. A look 
at tome of the close races throughout the country dearly shows that a few votes can make the 
difference in determining the outcome of any election.

In the Nor/ember 24 Fowler-Coverdell runoff race for U.S. Senate in.Georgia, Republican Paul 
Coverdell ousted incumbent Democrat Wyche Fowler with 634,208 ballots cast in his favor 
versus 617.283 for his opponent, a difference of only 16,925 in this statewide race. Because voter 
turn-out was only 39% for this election and because absentee voters who had requested ballots for 
the November 3 election were automatically sent ballots for the November 24 election, the 
abaemoe vote had a significant impact on the outcome of this race.

Similarly, the absentee vote swung the course of the race for U.S. House of Representatives in the 
43rd District in Riverside county, California and was a critical factor in deciding a winner 
between front runners Made Takano (D) and Kenneth Calvert (R). Before Saturday, November 7, 
1992, Takano was ahead of Republican Kenneth Calvert by 1,234 votes. Following the tallying of 
absentee votes end a recount of all ballots cast, however, Calvert overtook Takano by a 519 vote 
margin. A total of 31,803 absentee ballots were cast in Riverside county, equivalent to 21% of all 
ballots cart.

The absentee vcte accounted for 22% of the von cast also in the nee for the Golden State's 19th 
Congressional district seal between front runners Rick Lehman (D), an incumbent, and 
Republican challenger T il Cloud (R). Lehman defeated Cloud by 1,030 votes, or 43.22% of the 
vote. Challenges from Dorothy Wells of the Peace and Freedom patty and write-in candidate 
James Williams, Jr. prevented ehber from runner from obtaining an absolute majority of the vote.

In the nee for the 11th Disoict's Congressional seat in northern California’s Sacramento and San 
Joaquin counties, freahmen Republican Congressman Richard Pom bo was victorious over 
Democrat Patricia Gsrameadi with 45.11% to 43.24% of the vote cast. As in the District 19 race, 
Libertarian Christine Roberts' 6.45% of the vote prevented either Pom bo or Garsmendi from 
obtaining an absolute majority of the vote cast. Absentee ballots cast in Sacramento county alone 
accounted for 18% of the total vote or 6,991 ballots out of a total 38,358 ballots car in that 
county.

In the sure of Washington’s 4th Congressional district rice between Democratic challenger Jay 
Inslee and incumbent Republican Richard Hasting, absentee ballots accounted for five percent of 
the 176,369 votes cast. While at first glance this may seem an insignificant figure, Inslee’s two 
percent victory margin make the absentee vote a powerful force in determining the outcome of 
this race.

In Nevada, absentee ballots from 122 members of the Aimed Forces and citizens overseas 
determined the outcome of the State Senate race in the eighth district which includes Las Vegas. 
Before the absentee votes were received, twenty-four votes separated Republican Marie James 
with 20,709 votes from Democrat Ssndi Krenzer who was trailing with 20,685 ballots cast in her 
favor. When the absents votes were counted November 17, James won by a 32 vote margin. Not 
only did these absentee voters dcCermino the outcome of the Jaraes-Krenzer race, they also gave 
the Republican party the majority in the State Senate. Prior to this date, Republicans and 
Democrats had held ten seau each in the twenty-one member Senate.
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I N S I B E T H E S

G etting  ou t th e  fax
J u s t as m any re c ip ie n ts  w e re 

abou t to d e c la re Fax th e b ig g e s t 
th re a t to s a n ity and hum an p ro g ­
ress, w h a t w ith  u n s o lic ite d  p ress 
re leases and 27-page d is s e r ta t io n s 
on In d o n e s ia n p o t te ry  o ve rh e a tin g 
ihe m a ch in e , a long com es som eone 
w ith  a s o c ia lly  re d e em in g va lu e fo r 
the th in g : “ Vote by Fax."
T h e sys tem , p ro v id e d to th e Pen ­

tagon b y E le c tio n T ech no lo g y Co. 
o f R a le ig h . N.C., w i l l ena b le U.S. 
fo rce s in  O pe ra tio n D e se r t S h ie ld 
to vo te in  lo ca l, s ta te and fe d e ra l 
e le c tio n s n e x t m on th . A bsen tee b a l­
lo ts . p ro v id e d  b y th e G I's e le c tio n 
boa rd ba c k hom e, w i l l be faxed 
ove r to S aud i A ra b ia  in  a m a tte r o f 
m inu te s . T he m en and w om en f i l l 
ou t th e ir b a llo ts and e ith e r m a il 
them  ba c k or. i f  th e y d o n 't m m d e v ­
e ryone a lo n g the w ay lo o k in g , can 
fa x th em  bac k to e le c tio n  o f f ic ia ls .
E d W eem s Jr.. p re s id e n t o f ETC . 

sa id 30 s ta te s and the D is t r ic t have 
a lre a d y m ade use o f "V o te by F a x " 
to send b a llo ts ove r to the dese rt, 
and he e xp e c ts the sys tem  even tu ­
a l ly  w i l l be used b y abo u t 5.000 o f 
the 200.000 tro o p s th e re .

Lighten up
M o re th a n a dozen R epub lic a n 

m em be rs o f th e H ouse c ra w le d  o f f 
to the R ep u b lic a n C loa k R oom  ro 
t r y  to u n fra z z le  them se lve s a f te r 
too lo ng a dose o f D em o c ra ts de ­
b a tin g th e bud g e t and taxes and 
how to spend m o re money. They 
have a te le v is io n  se t w ith  a VCR in 
th e re and am used them se lve s 
w a tc h in g  re ru n s o f "1 2  O 'c lo c k  
H ig h ." T h a t 's  th e s c r ie s th a t Rep. 
Bob D o rn a n . bac k in  h is a c t in g  
days, s ta r re d  in  as a co -p ilo t. In 
fa c t, as we h e a r it . M r. D o rn a n was 
p re s e n t d u r in g  the sh ow in g o f the 
re ru n s and p ro v id e d a ru n n in g  
com m e n ta ry , p o in t in g  o u t eccen ­
t r ic i t ie s  such as the scene in w h ic h  
a B r i t is h  S p it f i r e  is sho t dow n by 
A m e r ic a n  B-17s. Whoops.

Lend me an ea r
Ted "U lm e r gave a B ra z ilia n  re ­

p o r te r a h a rd t im e  w hen asked 
abou t th e p o l it ic a l le a n in g s o f h is 
Cable N ew s N e tw o rk . M r. I b m e r  
asked th e re p o r te r to re p e a t the 
que s tio n in  "b e t te r " E n g lis h  and 
c la im e d to be "h a rd  o f h ea rin g ."

I stand . T hen a B r i t is h  re p o r te r 
asked in p e r fe c t k in g 's E n g lis h  
w hen M r. TU m e r p la n n e d to m a r r y  
Jane Fonda. "S o rry , I d o n 't u n d e r ­
s tand th a t one e ith e r ," M r. T im e r  
sa id , a c c o rd in g  to a re p o r t in  th e 
N ew Y o rk Post.

Take care v/nen tangling on the 
Senate lloor with Robert Byrd.

Leve ls o f ih e  gam e
Sen. R obe rt B y rd , W est V ir g in ia  

D em o c ra t, u n d o u b te d ly w ea r ie s o f 
be in g de s c r ib e d as gen tlem an ly , 
c o u rt ly , o ld -schoo l and a ll th e o th e r 
c om p lim e n ts th a t m ake h im  sound 
as i f  he be longs in  a d is p la y case. 
B u t you ge t th e p ic tu re . H e 's a lso a 
m a s te r o f the gam e. W itn e s s an e x ­
change w hen he asked fo r a l i t t le  
m o re tim e to con nnue h is c om ­
m en ts on budge t m a tte rs :
M r. B y rd : " I  ask un a n im o u s co n ­

sen t to p roceed fo r such t im e  as I 
m ay need."
P re s id in g o f f ic e r : " I s  th e re  o b ­

je c t io n ? "
Sen. Joh n Chafee: "W e ll. M r. 

P re s id en t."
M r. B y rd : "D o  no t w o rry , th is  

se n a to r w i l l end it ."
P re s id in g o f f ic e r : " I s  th e re  an 

ob je c tio n ? H e a r in g  none , i t is so o r ­
de red ."

M r. B y rd  (to M r. Chafee , w ho had 
re co n s id e re d h is o b je c t io n ) : " I  
th a n k you fo r y o u r n ic e c a rd  th a t I

w ith  in th e In te n o r a p p ro p n a t io n s  
b i l l . " (T h is re m a rk  re fe r r in g  to 
som e fa v o r bes towed b ro u g h t 
la u g h te r f ro m  the a ssem b le d sen ­
a to rs .)

M r. Chafee : “ I had th a t in  m in d 
as I ro se to m y fee t. (M o re  la u g h ­
te r.) T h e reason I rose w as I 
th o u g h t I w an te d to a ss is t you in 
any w ay I co u ld in an e x te n s io n o f 
the t im e  you w an ted . (F u r th e r 
la ugh te r.)

M r. B y rd : " I  say to th e senator, 
w a it u n t i l n e x t ye a r and he w il l 
w r i te  m e a b ig g e r ca rd . I th a n k the 
sena to r."

 Way o ff b a se
T h e chap f ro m  the P en ta gon w ho 

sa id h e ’d g e t ba c k to us on th e cos t 
o f th e tn p  to Sou th A m e n c a  fo r th e 
A i r  F o rce 's 65 -p ie ce S e renade in 
B lu e  b rass band has done so. O u r 
so u rc e e s t im a te d th e co s t o f th e e x ­
p e d it io n  a t SSOO.OOO. b u t the 
spo kesm an sa id th a t's too h ig h . I t 
w i l l cos t S170.000 to feed and lo dge 
the m u s ic a l c rew . T he a i r c r a f t in 
q u e s tio n w o u ld have to be f ly in g  
a n yw a y to lo g in  the h o u rs a ss ig ned 
to it . he sa id . B u t i f  the f l ig h t w e re 
b i l le d  a t an e s t im a te d co s t o f S2.650 
p e r hou r, th a t cos t w ou ld com e to 
abo u : S I 18,000.

So i t w o n 't cos t n e a r ly  as m u ch 
as we p re d ic te d . O f co u rse , th a t's 
w h a t th e y sa id abou t th e H ub b le , 
an d the S & L b a ilo u t , and . . .

In sc ru ta b le  B ill
Rep. B i l l A le x a n d e r, A rk a n s a s 

D em o c ra t, happens to a g re e  w ith  
P re s id e n t B u sh o r m os t p o in ts  r e ­
g a rd in g  d ia lo g u e and c om m e rc e  
w ith  C h in a , and he has som e ideas 
abo u t th e d i f f i c u l t y  o f u n d e rs ta n d ­
in g th a t co u n try ’. "O n e m u s t v is i t 
C h in a in o rd e r to fu l ly  u n d e rs ta n d  
the im p o r ta n c e  o f th is  re la t io n ­
sh ip ," M r. A le x a n d e r sa id on the 
H ouse f lo o r th e o th e r day. "A b o u t 
10 yea rs ago , I had th e o p p o r tu n it y  
to tra '.e l to th e Peop le 's R e p u b lic  o f 
C h in a on fo u r se p a ra te occas ion s . 
P r io r to m y tra v e l. I  had l i t t le  o r no 
kn ow le d g e o f th e O r ie n t. W hen I 
a r r iv e d  th e re . I fo u n d i t su ch a co n ­
tra s t to the U n ite d  S ta tes th a t 1 w as 
re m in d e d  o f th e s ta te m e n t b y M a rk  
TVvain th a t 'E a s t is E as t and West is 
W e s t. '"

A n d ne v e r th e K ip l in g  sh a ll

B1
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From Ihe December issue of Cam • 
fiaigns dr Elections:
I f bureaucracy doesn't get in the way, 

some six million m ilitary and civilian vot­
ers stationed overseas may cast the ir 
next presidential votes by fax.

That IiiRh-tech forecast comes from 
Henry Valentino, director o f the Defense 
Department's Federal Voting Assistance 
Program. He says that ultimately, the fax 
may be the only way to ensure fa ir ab­
sentee voting . "There is cou rt prece­
dence fo r (accepting] d ig itized (faxed) 
signatures," he says. " I t seems like the 
next logical step, but it may not happen 
until 1996. It took us four years to get 
ballots in embassies."

Currently Valentino concedes, a com ­
bination of application deadlines and fo r­
eign postal service routinely conspire to 
subvert long-distance democracy.
“ (T |here 's a problem, primarily in the 

trans it time needed fo r absentee ballots,"
Valentino says____

Valentino's efforts to bette r the sys­
tem have included making federal w rite - 
in ballots avai' ble at embassies and es­
tablishing the DoD Voting Information 
Center, a hotline through which voters 
can access campaign messages. The 
DoD service, which uses the m ilita ry Au- 
tovon network and civilian long distance 
lines, has proven popuiar since its debut 
in August '88. In its firs t 72 days, the 
V o t in g  In fo rm a tio n C en te r logged 
20.000 calls from potential voters and 
frequen t messages from  a t lease one 
presidential candidate.
"(Then Vice President! Bush recorded 

personal messages for the election. He 
changed Ids message weekly the month 
before the election and daily e lec tion 
week,”  Valentino says. "Dukakis made 
one message and never changed it.”
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In November 3 election
Electronic 

Transmission of 

Voting Materials
T he e le c tro n ic tra n sm is s io n se rv ice 

p ro v id e d  b y the Fede ra l V o tin g Ass is tance 

P rog ram  (F V A P ) p rocessed o ve r 5 ,000 

a p p lic a tio n s , b a llo ts and o th e r docum en ts 

from  vo te rs and e le c tio n  o ffic ia ls . T h is 

a lte rna te process o f re q u e s tin g re g is tra tio n 

andyo r a b a llo t w as f ir s t used d u r in g O pe r­

a t io n  D ese rt S h ie ld  in  the Pers ian G u lf and 

has s in ce been adop te d b y m any States 

and lo c a lit ie s a ro und the naoon .

W h ile  the m e tho d was ava ila b le to a ll, 

it w j  in v a lu a b le  fo r ove rseas c itiz e n s 

w h o w o u ld  have o th e rw is e been unab le to

Last-minute voters . . .found 
this option to be the only 
alternative which allowed 
them to vote.
re g is te r o r vo te  due to le n g th y m a il tran s it 

rim es from  th e ir c o u n try  o f residence. 

A ls o  som e la s t-m in u te  vo te rs w h o re g is ­

te red ju s t a few  days be fo re the Sta te 

d ead lin e to reques t a b a llo t fo u n d th is 
o p t io n  to be the o n ly  a lte rn a tiv e w h ic h 

a llo w e d them to vo te .

Vo te rs us in g th is a lte rna te m e thod 

sh o u ld a lw a ys co n s u lt C hap te r 3 o f the 

G u id e as w e ll as A pp en d ix I to see i f  th e ir 
S ta te a llo w s fo r the e le c tro n ic tra n sm is ­

s io n  o f m a te r ia ls and in su re that the p ro p e r 

p ro cedu re is fo llo w e d  w hen fax ing .

In This Issue
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Increased participation reflects nat’l trend

A b s e n t e e  V o t e r s  

M a k e  A  D i f f e r e n c e
O ff ic ia l re su lts from  the N o v em b e r 3 

genera l e le c tio n w i l l not be a v a ila b le  u n u l 

la te r bu i absentee vo tes p la yed an im p o r ta n t 

ro le in  seve ra l con tes ts a round the na tio n .

W h ile  the dea d lin e fo r re c e ip t o f absen­

tee ba llo ts u su a lly co in c id e s w ith  the c lo se 

o f po lls on e le c tio n  day , seve ra l S la tes and 

ju r is d ic t io n s  co u n t ba llo ts a f te r N o v em b e r 

3. In  m any in s tances , these absentee ba llo ts 

can m ake a d iffe re n c e .

Take the case o f the race fo r the U .S . 

House o f R ep resen ta tive s seat in  the 43 rd 

D is t r ic t in  R iv e rs id e , C a li fo rn ia . A bsen tee 

vo tes are the p iv o ta l fa c to r in d e c id in g  the 

w in n e r. B e fo re S a tu rday , N o v em b e r 7,

1992, D em o c ra t M a rk  Takano was m a in ­

ta in in g  a 1.23*1 vo te lead o v e r R e p u b lic a n 

K enne th C a lve rt. F o l lo w in g  the cou n t o f 

absentee vo te s on tha t d a n , h ow e v e r, C a l­

v e r t o ve rto o k T aksn o by a 397 vo te m a rg in . 

A  to ta l o f 22 ,8 42 absentee b a llo ts w e re cast 

in  R ive rs id e C oun ty . P resen tly . C a lv e r t has 

87 .869 vo tes (4 6 .4 % ) to  T a ka n o 's 87 ,4 72 
(4 6 .4% ). A f te r o f f ic ia l c e r t i f ic a t io n  on 

N o vem be r 25 . 1992 . cand ida te s have f iv e  
days to request a re coun t. T he o f f ic ia l re su lt 

o f th is e le c tio n  w i l l be dec la re d a fte r that 

date.

In  M in n e s o ta ’s 2nd C ong re s s io n a l d is ­

t r ic t . less than 6 0 0 vo te s sepa ra ted R e p u b li­

can C a l Ludem an from  D em o c ra t D a v id  

M in g e , ou t o f a to ta l o f 263 ,0 0 0 vo te s cast. 

Lud em an conceded de fea t on N o v em b e r 12.

In the e ig h th  d is tr ic t race fo r S ta te senate 

in  N evada , at last co u n t, tw e n ty - fo u r vo tes 

separa ted R ep u b lic a n M a rk  lam e s w ith  

20 ,709 vo tes from  D em oc ra t S and i K re n z c r 

w ho was tra d in g  w ith  20 ,685 b a llo ts cast in 

her favo r. H ow e ve r , the S ta te had not 

re ce ived a ll absentee b a 'lu ts and was c o u n t­

in g on 122 absentee v o t in g  m em be rs o f the 

A rm e d Forces and ove rseas c it iz e n s to 

de te rm in e the o u tcom e o f the race in th is 

d is tr ic t w h ic h  in c lu d e s Las Vegas. A l l b a l­

lo ts re ce ived o n o r be fo re N o v em b e r 17 ax 

5 :0 0 pm w i l l be coun te d .

E ve n m o re in te re s tin g is tha t no t o n ly 

w i l l these absentee vo te rs de te rm in e the 

o u tcom e o f the Jam es-fC rcnze r race , they 

w i l l a lso de te rm in e w h ic h  p a r ty  w i l l have 

the m a jo r ity  in  the Senate . B o th  R e p u b li­

cans and D em ocra ts c u r re n t ly  have ten 

seats each in  the tw e n ty -o n e m em be r 

N evad a Senate , m a k in g p a r t ic ip a t io n  by 

a ll 122 absentee vo te rs e ve n m o re c r it ic a l. 

In  ano th e r e le c to ra l c l i f f - b a n g e r th is year, 

the 18th d is tr ic t race be tw een L o n n y B. 

W in r ic k  and C la re C a r ls o n fo r the N o r th 

D a ko ta S ta te House o f R ep re sen ta tive s 

m ay be dec ided by a c o in  toss. T he d is ­

t r ic t , w h ic h  in c lude s p a rt o f G ra n d Fo rks 

A i r  Fo rce Base , re ce ived 3 la rg e n um be r o f 

absentee ba llo ts .

B o th  con tende rs re ce iv e d an equa l n um ­

be r o f vo tes . 1,895. A  da te fo r a m anda to ry 

re coun t has n o t been ass igned . H ow e ve r , i f  

a fte r the re coun t the con te s t is s t i l l tie d , a 

co in  toss w i l l de te rm in e the w in n e r.

In  the C o d in g to n d is t r ic t race fo r State 

senate in  n c ig h b o n n g  S ou th D a ko ta , ou t o f 

92 ,095 ba llo ts cast, 1,238 w e re cast by 

absentee vo te rs . In th is race . D em oc ra t 

D a le H o w le t t re ce ived 46 ,0 4 8 vo te s in  h is 

fa v o r w h ile  h is opponen t. R e p u b lic a n B e r- 

de tte r S o lum  rece ived 46 ,0 4 7 . a d iffe re n c e 

o f o n ly  one vo te .

O ff ic ia l canvass ing (c o u n t in g ) fo r th is 

race w i l l be com p le te d on N o v em b e r 18, 

A t tha t rim e the lo s in g can d id a te can 

accep t the o f f ic ia l re su lts o r choose to file  

a p e t it io n  w ith  the S ta te . In  the la tte r case, 

a p re s id in g ju d g e , a re fe ree and tw o  m em ­

bers o f the e le c tio n s c om m is s io n  w i l l c o n ­

d u c t an o f f ic ia l re coun t.

A bsen tee ba llo ts accoun ted fo r 32%  o f 

the to ta l 24 ,448 votes cast in  the race fo r 

the 3 8 lh S ta le senate seat in  Texas. C h a l­

le n g e r J im  S o lis , a D em o c ra t, edged ou t 

R epub lic a n in cum ben t K e n S lu n e t by 34 

vo tes . T he 7 ,838 absentee b a llo ts  ou t o f a 

to ta l 24 ,4 48 vo tes cast p ro v e d tha t absen­

tee v o i in g  aga in p la yed a s ig n if ic a n t ro le .


