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W ALTER J. NICKEL, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R

GOLDBELTPLACE
00/ WEST WTH STREET. SUITE200
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99S01-1BS4

March 7, 1994

The Honorable Con Bunde, Co-Chair 
House HESS Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 112 
Juneau, AK. 99801-1182

Dear Representative Buude:

During the recent public hearing on HB 339, “An Act relating to the use in public schools of 
hittorical documents," the Department of Education was asked to present the House HESS 
Committee with a bill analysis on HB 339. Enclosed is the requested analysis,

Thank you very much.

Enclosure

CC: Representative Pete Kott
Prime Sponsor of HB 339

v/Representative Brian Porter, Chair 
House Judiciary Committee

Sincerely,

Jerry Covey 
Commissioner



Bill Analysis
By the Department of Education

House Bill 339, "An Act relating to the use in public schools of historical documents," 
states a public school teacher or administrator may use a historical document of the state 
as part of the public school curriculum. The legislation indicates that the use of a 
historical document does not constitute the advocation of a partisan, sectarian, or 
denominational doctrine and the teacher may not be disciplined for using the document.
A list of historical documents is included in the legislation.

The Department of Education is committed to academic freedom and is opposed to any 
effort at censorship. However, as HB 339 is currently written, the legislation may be 
granting a blanket immunity to a teacher or administrator who uses a historical document 
as part of the curriculum.

On page 2, line 9, paragraph (c) states that a teacher or administrator cannot be 
disciplined for using a historical document. This protection from discipline appears to 
be too broad. Inappropriate use of any teaching material should subject a teacher or 
administrator to discipline or other appropriate action.

A similar concent is on page 2, line 6. Paragraph (b) states the use of a historical 
document does not constitute the advocation of a partisan, sectarian, or denominational 
doctrine under AS 14.03.090. Certain use of a historical document could possibly 
constitute advocating a church doctrine.

If the intent of this legislation is to reassure teachers and administrators that historical 
documents can be used freely in a public school classroom, AS 14.03.090 could be 
amended to clearly indicate that the appropriate use of historical documents is 
permissible. The Department of Education would recommend that HB 339 be replaced in 
total with the following amended change to AS 14.03.090.

Sec. 14.03.090 Sectarian or Denominational Doctrines Prohibited 
Partisan, sectarian, or denominational doctrines may not be advocated in a public 
school during the hours the school is in session. A teacher or school board violating 
^section maynot receive public money. Nothing in this section prohibits the 
p propria le use of historical documents that contain religious references.
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DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
(907) <165-3867 or 465-2450
FAX (907) 465-2029 130 Seward Street, Suite 409
Mail Stop 3101 Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M  March 7, 1994

SUBJECT: Definition of "historical document" - (CSHB 339(JUD))

TO: Representative Brian Porterrorier /

/ f a '  - p  ■FROM: Michael F Ford /
Legislative Counsel

You have asked if the attached work draft should also contain a definition of the 
term "historical document". While you can include a definition, a definition is not 
required. In the context of CSHB 339(Jud) I believe the term "historical document" 
would be clear without adding a definition. As presently defined in HB 339, the 
definition is really a list of examples and does not limit the use of the term to certain 
documents. It is usually preferable to omit a definition unless the intent is to limit 
the commonly accepted use of the term.

Please contact me if you have further questions.

MFF:gc
94-175.glc

Attachment
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 339(JUD)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVES KOTT, Sanders

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the use of historical documents in public schools; and 

providing for an effective date.'*

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.03.090 is amended to read:
Sec. 14.03.090. SECTARIAN OR DENOMINATIONAL DOCTRINES 

PROHIBITED. Partisan, sectarian, or denominational doctrines may not be advocated 
in a public school during the hours the school is in session. A teacher or school board 
violating this section may not receive public money. NothinR in this section 
prohibits the use of historical documents that contain religious references, as a 
part of a classroom curriculum.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

-1- CSHB 339<JUD)
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



§ 14.03.085 Education § 14.03.100

Sec. 14.03.085. P rocurem ent preference for recycled Alaska 
products. A school district shall comply with AS 29.71.050, except 
that in AS 29.71.050(b), "AS 29.71.040” is read as "AS 36.15.050,” and 
in AS 29.71.050(a) — (c) and (e), "municipal” and "municipality” are 
read as "school district.” In this section, "school district” does not 
include regional educational attendance areas. (§ 1 ch 63 SLA 1988; 
am § 30 ch 50 SLA 1989)

Cross references. — For requirement 
that school districts, including REAA’s, 
that receive state money comply with ag­
ricultural and fisheries products prefer­
ence laws, see AS 36.15.050.

Effect of amendments. — The 1989

amendment, effective Muy 27. 1989. sub­
stituted "AS 29.71.050(b), 'AS 29.71.040' 
is read as 'AS 36.15.050,’ and in AS 
29.71.050(a) — (c) and (e)"’ for "AS 
29.71.050(a) — (e) and (g).”

Sac. 14.03.090. Sectarian o r denom inational doctrines prohib­
ited. Partisan, sectarian, or denominational doctrines may not be ad­
vocated in a public school during the hours the school is in session. A 
teacher or school board violating this section may not receive public 
money. (§ 1 ch 98 SLA 1966)

Opinions of attorney general. — Al­
though public school teachers may teach 
about various religions us part of the cur­
riculum in public schools, they may not 
advocate a particular religious view or 
teach that a particular religious view is 
true or false. The Professional Training 
Practices Commission has jurisdiction to 
hear complaints about the inappropriate 
advocacy of personal religious views in

the classroom, and to take appropriate 
disciplinary action if the complaints are 
justified. Sept. 15, 1988 Op. Att'y Gen.

Collateral references. — What consti­
tutes "prayer" under federal constitu­
tional prohibition of prayer in public 
schools. 30 ALR3d 1352.

Constitutionality of teaching or other­
wise promoting secular humanism in pub­
lic schools. 103 ALR Fed 538.

Sec. 14.03.100. Use of school facilities. The governing body of a 
school district may allow the use of school facilities for any legal 
gatherings or assemblies. The governing body shall adopt bylaws that 
will ensure reasonable and impartial use of the facilities. (§ 1 ch 98 
SLA 1966)

Collateral references. — Power of 
school authorities to provide gymnasium 
or athletic field and equipment for same. 
69 ALR 871.

Constitutionality, construction, and ap­
plication of statutes declaring that school 
buildings are civic centers, or otherwise 
providing for use of such buildings for 
other than school purposes. 79 ALR2d 
1148; 94 ALR2d 1274.

Use of school property for other than

public school or religious purposes. 94 
ALR2d 1274.

Tort liability cf public schools and insti­
tutions of higher learning for accidents oc­
curring during use of premises and equip­
ment for other than school purposes. 37 
ALR3d_712.

Validity and construction of statute or 
ordinance forbidding unauthorized per­
sons to enter upon or remain ih .school 
building or premises. 50 ALR3d 340.
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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

H B  3 3 9  -  R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  U s e  o f  H i s t o r i c a l  D o c u m e n t s

T h e  p r o p o s e d  b i l l  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t s  i n  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i s  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n -  I t  i s  b e s t  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a n  

a c a d e m i c  f r e e d o m  m e a s u r e .  I t  c l a r i f i e s  t h a t  o r i g i n a l  s o u r c e  d o c u m e n t s  

o f  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y  m a y  b e  u s e d  t o  t e a c h  c h i l d r e n  a b o u t  A m e r i c a n  

h i s t o r y  i n  o u r  s c h o o l s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  c o n t e n t - e v e n  t h o u g h  t h a t  

c o n t e n t  m a y ,  a t  t i m e s ,  b e  e x p l i c i t l y  r e l i g i o u s !

T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  c l a u s e  i n  b o t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  a n d  A l a s k a

c o n s t i t u t i o n s  w a s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  h i n d e r  c h i l d r e n ' s  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  

r o l e  o f  r e l i g i o n  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  o u r  s t a t e  a n d  n a t i o n -  T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a f f i r m e d  t h i s  i n  Abingtoti v. S c h e m p p  a n d  o t h e r  

d e c i s i o n s .  Y e t  t h e  h i s t o r y  t e x t b o o k s  n o w  u s e d  i n  o u r  s c h o o l s  o f t e n  o m i t  

r e l i g i o u s  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  r e l a t i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y .  A J s o ,  

t e a c h e r s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  h e s i t a n t  t o  u s e  d o c u m e n t s  

s u c h  a s  t h e  M a y f l o w e r  C o m p a c t  f o r  f e a r  o f  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

a n d  s t a t u t o r y  p r o h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  a d v o c a t i n g  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .

T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  a  d u t y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f

a c a d e m i c  f r e e d o m  p r e v a i l s  i n  o u r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a n d  t h a t  a n  a n t i -

r e l i g i o i i s  b i a s  d o e s  n o t  d e v e l o p  t o  h i n d e r  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n ' s

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e i r  r e g i o n a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  h e r i t a g e .  H B  3 3 9  w i l l  

p r o t e c t  t e a c h e r s  w h o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e i r  h i s t o r y  c l a s s e s  w i t h  p r i m a r y  

s o u r c e  d o c u m e n t s ,  H B  3 3 9  w i l l  a l l o w  s t u d e n t s  t o  b e  e x p o s e d  m o r e  

b r o a d l y  t o  t h e  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h i s t o r y .



HB 339 
SECTIONAL ANALYSIS

"An Act relating to the use in public schools of 
historical docum ents w ithout alteration o r 

removal of religious or secu lar references w hen 
the references a re  a part of the text of the  

docum ent; providing th a t the  use of historical 
docum ents does not constitute the advocation of 
partisan , sectarian , or denom inational doctrine; 
an d  providing that public school teachers and  

adm inistrators m ay not be  disciplined o r 
otherw ise acted aga in st for using historical 

docum ents; requiring th e  D epartm ent of 
Education to distribute copies of the law; and  

providing for an  effective date."

S e c t i o n  1 .

A d d s  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  A S  1 4 . 0 3  a s  f o l l o w s :

A S  1 4 . 0 3 . 0 9 5

( a )  A f f i r m s  t h a t  a  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  m a y  u s e  a  h i s t o r i c a l  

d o c u m e n t  o f  a  s t a t e  o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m .  

F u r t h e r  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  s u c h  a  d o c u m e n t  m a y  n o t  b e  a l t e r e d  t o  c e n s u r e  t h e  

r e l i g i o u s  o r  s e c u l a r  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  d o c u m e n t .

( b )  P r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  a  h i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t  m a y  n o t  b e  g r o u n d s  f o r  a n  

a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n  o f  A S  1 4 . 0 3 . 0 9 0  w h i c h  p r o h i b i t s  t h e  a d v o c a t i o n  o f  a  

p a r t i s a n ,  s e c t a r i a n ,  o r  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  d o c t r i n e .

( c )  P r o h i b i t s  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a  t e a c h e r  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  w h o  u s e s  a  

h i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  ( a ) .

( d )  P r o v i d e s  a  p a r t i a l ,  e x e m p l a r y  l i s t i n g  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t s .

SECTI ONAL A N A L Y S I S



S e c t i o n  2 .

P r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  s h a l l  d i s t r i b u t e  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  l a w  

t o  s c h o o l s ,  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  R E A A s .

S e c t i o n  3 .

P r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  o n  J u l y  4 ,  1 9 9 4 .



Sec. 14.03.090. Sectarian or denom inational doctrines prohib­
ited. Partisan, sectarian, or denominational doctrines may not be ad­
vocated in a public school during the hours the school is in session. A 
teacher or school board violating this section may not receive public
money. (§ 1 ch 98 SLA 1966)

Opinions of attorney general. — Al­
though public school teachers may teach 
about various religions as part of the cur­
riculum in public schools, they may not 
advocate a particular religious view or 
teach that a particular religious view is 
true or false. The Professional Training 
Practices Commission has jurisdiction to 
hear complaints about the inappropriate 
advocacy of personal religious views in

the classroom, and to take appropriate 
disciplinary action if the complaints are 
justified. Sept. 15, 1988 Op. Att’y Gen.

Collateral references. — What consti­
tutes "prayer” under federal constitu­
tional prohibition of prayer in public 
schools. 30 ALR3d 1352.

Constitutionality of teaching or other­
wise promoting secular humanism in pub­
lic schools. 103 ALR Fed 538.



Backg round Paper 
H B 339 N O  CENSORSHIP : 

AM ER IC AN  H ISTORY DOCUM ENTS

The estab lishm en t clause in  the F irs t Am endm en t to the U n ite d States c o n s titu t io n  w h ic h  
p rov ided the m ode l fo r A rr id e I, sec tion 4 o f A laska 's con s titu tio n , w as n o t in te nded to h in d e r 
ch ild ren 's know le dge o f the ro le o f re lig io n in the life o f o u r state a n d na tion . The Suprem e 
C o u rt o f the U n ite d States a ffirm ed th is in  A b in g to n  v . S ch em p p , 374 US 203.

Justice C la rk , in  the op in io n o f the C ou rt, w ro te :

W e agree o f course th a t the State m ay n o t estab lish a " re lig io n  o f secu la rism " in  
the sense o f a ffirm a tiv e ly oppos ing o r sh ow in g h o .id lity to re lig io n , thus 
"p re fe r r in g  those w h o believe in  no re lig io n ove r those w h o  do be lie ve " (374 US 
at 225).

The place o f re lig io n in  o u r so d e ty is an exalted one, ach ieved th ro u g h a lo n g 
tra d it io n o f re liance on the hom e, the chu rch and the in v io la b le d ta d e l o f the 
in d iv id u a l h ea rt and m ind . W e have come to recogn ize th ro u g h  b it te r experience 
tha t i t is n o t w ith in  the p ow e r o f go ve rnm en t to in vade th a t d ta d e l, w h e th e r its 
purpose o r effec t is to oppose, to advance o r re ta rd . In  the re la tio n sh ip be tw een 
m an and re lig io n , the State is f irm ly  comm itted ' to a p o s it io n  o f n e u tra lity .
T h o ugh the app lica tion o f th a t ru le requ ires in te rp re ta tio n  o f a delica te so rt, the 
ru le itse lf is c lea rly and condse ly stated in  the w o rd s o f the F irs t Am endm en t 
(374 US a t 226).

Justice B rennan , in  a separate co n cu rr in g op in io n , w ro te :

The h o ld in g  o f the C o u r t toda y p la in ly does n o t foreclose teach ing a b o u t the H o ly  
Scrip tures o r abou t the d iffe rences be tw een re lig ious sects in  d  isses in  lite ra tu re 
o r h is to ry . Indeed, w h e th e r o r n o t the B ib le is in vo lv e d , i t  w o u ld  be im poss ib le 
to teach m e a n in g fu lly m an y subjects in  the socia l sdences o r the hum an itie s 
w ith o u t some m en tio n o f re lig io n . . . .  A n y a ttem p t to im pose r ig id  lim its u p o n 
the m en tio n o f God o r references to the B ib le in  the classroom w o u ld  be fra u g h t 
w ith  dangers (374 US a t 300).

BACKGROUND PAPER AND SAMPLES



LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA

DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES

(907) •165-3867 or 465-2450
F/VC (907) 465-2029

Mail Slop 3101

130 Seward Street, Suite 409

Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M February 3, 1994

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

Freedom of religion - (HB 339)

Representative Cynthia Toohey

Michael F. Ford 
Legislative Counsel

You have asked if HB 339 presents any constitutional problems. As explained in this 
memo, HB 339 does not appear to violate either the state or federal constitutions.

The constitution of the State of Alaska, in Article 1, section 4, and the United States 
constitution under the tirst amendment both prohibit the "establishment of religion" 
or the prohibition of the "free exercise" of religion by the government. The 
application of these two provisions is often difficult, partly because the two concepts 
are in conflict. Sometimes a command not to establish religion cannot be met 
without inhibiting religion in some manner. The general result that the courts have 
attempted to achieve is one of neutrality. Whether a particular law is neutral to the 
extent required by the state and federal constitutions requires that the law meet a 
three part test. First, the law must have a secular purpose, second, the principle 
effect of the law must not advance or inhibit religion, and third, the law must not give 
rise to excessive entanglement between the government and religion. Lemon v. 
Kurtzman. 403 U.S. 602 (1971).

Applying this test to HB 339, it appears that the first or second parts of the test are 
satisfied. The bill is limited to american historical documents, and requires only that 
documents not be altered to remove religious or secular references that are a part 
of the historical document. The last part of the test is not as easily met by HB 339, 
but given that the bill only applies to a public school curriculum there should not be 
government entanglement of the degree that would cause constitutional problems.

The primary effect of HB 339 appears to be that a school district could not modify 
a curriculum for religious purposes. Assuming this is the purpose of the bill, then 
there is a court decision that directly addresses this issue. The United States supreme 
court has ruled that a state may not eliminate the teaching of certain ideas related 
to normal classroom subjects because they conflict with religious beliefs. Epperson

a a s B H H B



Representative Cynthia Toohey
February 3, 1994
Page 2

v. Arkansas, 393 U.S. 97 (1968). In Epperson the court struck down a statute that 
made it unlawful to teach a theory of human biological evolution. The statute had 
a religious purpose, therefore it violated the establishment clause of the U.S. 
constitution. Again, the primary requirement of the courts has been to achieve 
neutrality. Prohibiting alteration of historical documents would seem a clear 
expression of this neutrality requirement.

Please contact me if you have further questions.

MFF:gc:mi
94-087.glc
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Date Referred: January 10, 1994 / FUR1TIER REFERRALS: Judiciary
Date of Committee Action: '3-. Jfc> M fy
The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 339

HOUSE BILL NO. 339 NO CENSORSHIP: AMERICAN HISTORY DOCUMENTS
"An Act relating to the use in public schools of historical documents without alteration or removal of religious 
or secular references when the references ire a part of the t;xt of the document; providing that the use of 
historical documents does not constitute the advocation of partisan, sectarian, or denominational doctrine; and 
providing that public school teachers and administrators may not be disciplined or otherwise acted against for 
using historical documents; requiring the Department of Education to distribute copies of the law; and providing
t e ( M B A % N S :  [ ]  the same title
be replaced with   I ] a new utle
[ ] have attached amendments(s)
[ ] do pass
[ ] do not pass
P<] no recommendations
[ ] individual recommendations
[ ] additional referral to the___________________________  Committee

ADOPTS:_______________________ letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): ^  APPROVES PREVIOUS:

[ ] fiscal impact_____________________________[ ] fiscal note(s)______________________

[>J zero fiscal note _ Q o / r     [ ] zero fiscal ncte(s)  ______________

(9)

J a j J h l U L jP
—̂Chairman’s signature —



N E A - A l a s k a
A ffiliated with the National Education Association

February 16, 1994

TO: Representative Con Bunde, Chair

Members: Housei.HESS Committee

FROM: Claudia DouglAsl^President

NEA-Alaska

RE: SS HB. 267; "An Act increasing elementary and

secondary instructional units for certain school districts 

with 800 or fewer students in average daily membership; and 

providing for an effective date."

NEA-Alaska strongly supports and encourages your favorable 

consideration of SSHB 267, which will permanently "fix" the 

concern for single site funding. We urge v o u  to support the 

formula presently in SS House Bill 267 "An A c t  increasing 

elementary and secondary instructional units for certain 

school districts with 800 or fewer students in average daily 

m e m b e r s h i p . .

A disparity has existed in the public school foundation 

formula relative to singe site districts since Alaska 

instituted the Instructional Unit technique of funding in 

1987-88. The result has been an inordinate financial burden 

on these communities and the reduction or elimination of 

critical programs and services. These districts have not 

been able to attain prior funding levels un d e r  the current 
formula.

fi. je inequities in the formula with regard to small single­

site school districts have been before the legislature each 

year since enactment of the present foundation formula. It 

is not fair that they have had to withstand additional 

legislative scrutiny relative to their basic needs under a 

funding formula that is supposed to treat all districts 
equitably.

For most years, under the present law, supplemental 

appropriations to small school districts have been passed. 

The formula in SSHB 267 is the same as that wh i c h  has been 

appropriated for these 21 districts over the past two years.

We urge your early support for this legislation. It would 

be not only unfair, but irresponsible to place these single­

site districts in another political game, as they

ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE • 1411 \V. 33rd Avenue • Anchorage, .Alaska 99503 • (907, 274-0536 • FAX: (907) 274-0551 
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experienced last year. All children and communities of 

Alaska need to be treated fairly and with dignity; none need 

to be placed in a position of coming to Juneau to beg for 

equal funding.

All 21 districts are in accord with this proposal. Although 

the Department of Education has proposed other possible 

solutions, the State Board has indicated that they support 

single site funding if it is not prorated from other 

districts and based on full funding at the $61,000 

Instructional Unit.

The formula in SSHB 267 is supported b y  the Single Site 

School District Consortium, the Alaska Association of School 

Administrators and NEA-Alaska. We urge you to take a 

position in support of SSHB 267, a formula seen as resolving 

the single site schools' issue.

Thank you for consideration of our recommendation.
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T H E  M A Y F L O W E R  C O M P A C T
( < & » )

tf’-'om :fic Hirfory of Plymouth Piantiticn "by 7 /llti=in firsdfard (t̂ ;n-ib57>, 
Jtscjjtj ôvertwr if Plymouth. 1

“N  the name of God, Amen. We, whose names are underwritten. 
I the loyal subjVcts of our dread sovereigne Lord, King James, by 

J L  the grace of God, of Great Britain*, France, and Ireland king, 
defender of the faith, etc., having undertaken, tor the glory of God, 
and advancement of the Christian faith, and honour of our king 
and country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the Northerns parts 
of Virginia, doe, by these presents, solemnly and mutually in the 
presence of God, and one of another, covenant and combine our­
selves together into a civil] body politick, for our better ordering and 
preservation and furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by virtue 
hereof to enaae. constitute, and frame such just ana equall laws, 
ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices, from time to lime, as 
shall be thought most meete and convenient for the generall good 
of the Colonie unto which we promise all due submission and 
obedience. In witness whereof we haveUeteundcr subscribed our 
names at Cap-Codd the n .  of November, in the year of the raigne of 
our sovereigns lord, King James, of England, France, and Ireland, 
the eighteenth, and of Scotland the imie-foarth. Anno. Dorn. 1620.
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THIS, THEN, is (in condition of the world and the nation the last tit'O weeks of April, 1739. Imagine 
yourself if you will, as a thoughtful Washington, sitting down ir. your quiet study at Mount Vernon to pre­
pare an address you must deliver April 30th. :n New York City- Although you. have been almost us adept 
with the pen as with the sword, still it comes hard, this address, ana during the sip from Mount Vernon 
to New York with wildly cheering crowds along the way you cannot help bid feel uneasy over its recep­
tion. Indeed, when you reach New York you discard your original address, and with the aid of j  ames Madison 
prepare a much shorter message. After the oath of office has been administered to you oy Chancellor Robert 
R. Livingston of New York, on the balcony of Federal Hal! you listen ro Lbs thirteen-gun salute from the 
harbor as the Stars and Stripes are raised, acknowledge the adulation oj the crowd, r>sin retire to the Stnate 
Chamber, where you take your seat until the Chamber has seiiied down. Now the entire Chamber loons 
toward you as you stand, settle your dark brown coat on your shoulders, adjust your spectacles nervously, 
and begin h) speak in a low voice the words you have so painstaking rewritten . . . .

G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o no  o
[1789-1793]
FIRST INAUGURAL AJDDRES5, APRIL 30, 17S9 
Federal Hall, New York, N.Y.

Fellow-Citizens of the Senat' and of the House of Representutioes:
Among the vkissi; ades incident to life no event could have tilled 

me with greater anxieties than th a t of w hich the notification was 
transm itted by your order, and  received on the 14th day of the 
present m onth. O n  die one hand , I was summoned by m y country, 
whose voice I can never hear but -.vith veneration and love, irSm a 
retreat which I hod chosen with the fondest predilection, and , in my 
flattering hopes, with, an im m utable decision, as die asylum  of my 
declining years—a retreat which was rendered ev er/ day  more 
necessary as well as more dear to me by the addidon of habit to 
inclination, and of frequent interruptions in my heaith to the  grad­
ual waste committed on it by time. On the other hand, the m*ign>- 
tuae and difficulty of the trust to which the voice of my country 
called me, being sufficient to aw aken in  the wisest and most experi­
enced of h er citizens a  distrusrAil scrutiny into his qualifications, 
could not bu t overwhelm 'with despondence one who (Inheriting 
inferior endowments from nature and 'anpracticed in the duties of 
civil adm inistration) ought to be peculiarly conscious of his own 
deficiencies. In  this confiict of emotions all I dare aver is th a t it has 
been m y faithful study to collect m y duty  from a just appreciation 
of every circum stance by which it might be affected. All I dare hope 
is that if, in executing this task, I have been too much swayed by a 
grateful rem em brance of former instances, or by an  affectionate 
sensibility to this transcendent proof of the confidence of m y fcllow- 
dozens, and  have thence too little consulted my incapacity as well 
as disinclination for the weighty and  untried cares before me, my 
error will be palllaced by die motives which mislead me, and ica 
consequences be judged  by my country with some share of die 
partinlicy in which they originated.

Such being the impressions under which I have, in obedience to 
the public summons, repaired co the present station, it would be 
peculiarly im proper to omit in this first official act m y fervent 
supplications to th a t Almighry Being who rules over the universe,

Wusilingttn ’sns 6'2" lad and weighed 
200 powicu. .Vuut, iwweocr. at 37 the -ram
if lung rrtns ot :uiv wcs begiiimng '0 tellin iiint—u  M trrieny mentioned in Ms 
opening rcimrir.

Washington fotesatv the young nation': 
difficulties. uc didn't feel amis so much ct 
borne in a staieomm's rote as president- He 
foil better is commander in chief. 3ul he 
itiidttuiy btiicocd that by appealing to his ' 
colleagues, be could eliminate a good deal 
if the tnlemal friction that was teen then 
becoming caidnL This frietiun was eoen- 
tualfy to cause the dissolution of the rid­
er 1st patty, of which Washington was a 
number.

1̂1
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The thought in this passage would occur 
repeatedly throughout the addresses of 
H'ashiiignn't successors, out uvula seldom 
he expressed tttiut the eloquence, commanded 
by WaiViuw'ton.

The ''future blessings" to which Washing- 
lun referred were coon lost eight of Its thr 
Itemtn of party bickering that began as the 
new gouernmcitt 'jms sealed— a dctxloD- 
aient of which Wa.:hhipton ujas ruiderjiy 
not insensible, judging by the appeal m the 
next segment of his address.

Washington here te’jtaUd the meat of his 
message: "party animosities.” His mis a 
olnnt request to the members of Cmgrcss 
'who would be directing itjfairs of gocrrn- 
mer.l under his Under ship. But this appeal 
was soon to be forgotten, as it Oecanu plain 
that the young gtwcrrtsneul was stranger 
than i./en its creators suspected. chitilicai 
office was found to offer unforeseen rewords 
besides those of "public prospect and felic­
ity”—rewards for which an sactifce was 
apparently too great fir the amainous.

In this passage, which begins with the 
words “She raertd fire of liberty," ll'asn- 
ingtcn't eloquence reached its peak.

who prc ides in the councils of nations, and whose providential aids 
can suppiy every human defect, that Hir benediction may consecrate 
to the liberties and happiness of the people of the United States a 
Government instituted by them selves for these essential purposes, 
and may enable every instrument employed in its administradon 
to execute with success the functions Cloned to iris charge. In ten­
dering this homa?e to the Great Author of every public and privace 
good, I assure myself that it expresses your sentiments not less dian 
my own, nor those of my i'ellosv-citizcns at large less than either. 
No people can be bound co acknowledge and adcre the Invisible 
Hand which conducts the affairs of men more than those of the 
United States. Every step by which they have advanced to the 
character of an independent nation seems to  have been distinguished 
by some token of providential agency; and in the important revolu­
tion just accomplished in the system of their united government the 
tranqjii deliberations and voluntary consent of so many distinct 
communities from which the event has resulted can not be compared 
with die means bv which most governments have been atablishcd 
without some return of pious gratitude, along with an humble 
anticipation of die future hlcssings which the pasr. seem to presage. 
These reflections, arising cut of the present crisis, have forced them­
selves too strongly on my mind to be suppressed. You will join with 
me, I trust, in thinking that there are none under the influence of 
which the proceedings of a new and free government can more 
a jspiciously commence.

By the article establishing the executive departm en t it is m ade 
the duty of the President ;‘to recommend to your consideration such 
measures as he shall judge necessary and  expedient.” T he circum­
stances under which I now meet you will acquit me from entering 
into that subject further than co refer to the great constitutional 
charter under which you are assembled, and which, in denning your 
powers, designates the objjers to which your attention is to be 
given. It will be more consistent with those circumstances, and  far 
more congenial with the feelings which actuate me, to substitute, 
in place of a recommendation of particu lar measures, the tribute 
that is due to the talents, the rectitude, and the patriotism  which 
adom  the characters selected to devise and adopt them. In dicsc 
honorable qualifications I  behold the 3uresc pledges that as on one 
side no local prejudices or attachments, n . separate views nor party  
animosities, will misdirect the comprehensive an d  equal eye which 
ought to watch over this great assemblage of communities and 
interests, so, on another, that the foundation of our national policy 
will be laid in che pure and im m utable prindpies of pri ate m or­
ality, and the preeminence of free governm ent be exemplified by 
all the attributes which can  win the affections of its citizens and 
command die respect of the world, I  dwell on this prosoecr with 
every satisfaction which an  ardent love for my country can inspire, 
since there is no truth m ore thoroughly established rhnn tha t there 
exists in the economy and course of nature an  indissoluble union 
between virtue and happiness; between dury and advantage; be­
tween the genuine maxims of an hone3t and m agnanim ous policy 
and the solid rewards of public prosperity an d  fciiary; since we 
ought to be no less persuaded that the propitious smiles o f Heaven 
can never be expected an  a nation that disregards the eternal rules 
of order and right which Heaven itself has ordained; and since the 
preservation of the sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the 
republican model of government arc justly considered, perhaps, as

[*]



deeply, as finally, staked on the experiment intrusted co the hands of 
die American people-

Besides the ordinary objects submitted to your care, it will 
remain with your judgment co decide how far an exercise of the 
occasional power delegated by the fifth article of the Constitution 
is rendered expedient at the present juncture by the nactue of 
objections which have been urged against the system, or by the 
degree of inquietude which has given birth co them. Instead of 
undertaking particular recommendations on this subject, in which 
I could be guided by no lights derived from official oppominides, I 
diall again give way to my entire confidence in your discernment 
and pursuit of the public good; for I assure myself that whilst you 
carefully avoid every alteration which mighc endanger the benefits 
of an united and effective government, or which ought to awair die 
future lessens of experience, a reverence for the characteristic rights 
of freemen ana a regard for the public harmony will sufficiently 
influence your deliberations on the question how far the former can 
be impregnably fortified or the latter be safely and aavanrageously 
promoted.

To the foregoing observations I have one to add, which will be 
most properly addressed to ckc House of Representatives. It con­
cerns myself, and will therefore be as brief as possible. When I was 
first honored with a call into the service of my country, then on the 
eve of an arduous struggle for its liberties, the light in which I 
contemplated my duty required that I should renounce every pecu­
niary compensation. From this resolution I have in no instance 
departed; and being still under the impressions which produced it. 
I must decline as inapplicable to myself any share in the personal 
emoluments which may be indispensably included in a permanent 
provision for the executive department, and must accordingly pray 
that the pecuniary estimates for the station in which I am placed 
may during my continuance in it be limited to such actual expendi­
tures as the pubiic good may be thought to require.

Having thus imparted co you my sentiments as they have been 
awakened by the occasion which brings us together, I shall take my 
present leave; but noc without resorting once more to the benign 
Parent of the Human Race in humble supplication that, since He 
has been pleased to favor the American people with opportunities 
for deliberating in perfect tranquillity, and dispositions for deciding 
with unparalleled unanimity on a form of government for the 
security of their union and Uie advancement of their happiness, so 
His divine blessing may be equally conspicuous in the enlarged views, 
the temperate consultations, and the wise measures on which die 
success of this Government must depend.

lr. hu rejtTtr.ce to Ihe jijih article a]'Hie 
Cuntltiiuion. which provides for proposal of 
Constitutional amendment', Washtnjtoii 
was attcrr.ptimf M divert rash action on the 
part of purer hotheads, U tv,tom :hr Con- 
sitsution was sttll an imperfect iastrimeiu. 
Federalist parrs leaders had stated their da- 
tin for Cnstinttio/inl chan pit, aid Wttsll- 
itlgtosi teas plainly displeased.

Here ■ ijsiri Washington made an indirect 
yet nonetheless fram appeal lo those :e»in 
•tumid make political office a means of se­
cession "persoiuti emoluments."

AI the close of his address Washington 
urns more stressed a desire for “enlarged 
views .. tenpemc consultations, and... 
arise measures" instead of acts of personal 
aggrandizement. .! noble appeal, it fell cm 
kaf ears— os Washington was soon to dis­
cover Jaeun ideals ran headlong inn reality.

[5]



P r o c e s s i o n a l

P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o l o r s

G O V E R N O R  3. F R A N K  K E I N ' f Z L E M A N : T h e  h o u r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  th e
A l a s k a  T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e  h a v i n g  a r r i v e d  f o r  th e c o n v e n i n g  

o f  the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n ,  I c o  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  as 
G o v e r n o r  o f  t hi s  T e r r i t o r y ,  c a l l  the C o n v e n t i o n  to o r d e r .  It 
is a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h o s e  t o  w h o m  so m u c h  h a s  b e e n  e n t r u s t e d  b y  
o u r  v o t e r s  c a l l  u p o n  G o d  f o r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  a t  the o u t s e t  of 
t h e i r  task. It is m y  p r i v i l e g e  at t h i s  t i m e  to p r e s e n t  the 
R e v e r e n d  R o y  A h m o a g a k  o f  W a i n w r i g h t ,  A l a s k a ,  w h o  w i l l  o f f e r  

a n  i n v o c a t o r y  p r a y e r .

T H E  R E V E R E N D  R O Y  A H M O A G A K :  L e t  us u n i t e  i n  p r a y e r .  A l m i g h t y
a n d  E v e r l a s t i n g  G od, w h o  b y  T h y  p r o v i d e n c e  d i d s t  l e a d  o u r  f o r e ­
f a t h e r s  to t h i s  g o o d  l a n d  w h e r e i n  t h e y  f o u n d  l i b e r t y  a n d  f r e e ­

d o m  to w o r s h i p  T h e e ,  we c e s e s c h  T h e e  e v e r  t o  g u i d e  o u r  n a t i o n
i n  the w a y  o f  T h y  t r u t h  a n d  p e a c e  so t h a t  w e  m a y  n e v e r  f a i l
i n  th e b l e s s i n g  w h i c h  T h o u  h a s  p r o m i s e d  to  t h a t  p e o p l e  w h o s e  
G o d  is t h e  L o r d .  G r a n t ,  we  b e s e e c h  T h e e ,  u n t o  c \r G o v e r n o r ,  
a n d  to t h o s e  m e n  w h o  s i t  w i t n  h i m  in a u t h o r i t y ,  T h y  g r a c i o u s  
p r e s e n c e  a n d  . e s s i n g .  E n l i g h t e n  t h e m  w i t h  w i s d o m  f r o m  a b o v e  
a n d  espec.l .j. i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Ma:/- w e  e v e r  
s e e k  to c o m p l  w i t h  T h y  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a n d  w h a t  d o e s  t h e  L o r d
r e q u i r e  o f  yo. u t  "to g o  j u s t i c e ,  a n d  to l o v e  k i n d n e s s ,  a n d

t o  w a l k  h u m b l y  t h  T h y  G o d . "  D e l i v e "  us, o u r  F a t h e r  f r o m  
error, p r i d e  a n  i r e j u d i c e ,  a n d  so o r d e r  a i l  t h e s e  d o i n g s  h e r e  
t h a t  T h y  k i n g d o m  .nay be a d v a n c e d .  H e a r  t h i s  c u r  p r a y e r ,  0 God, 
a n d  m a y  w h a t  is a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  b e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  T h y  H o l y  w i l l .  F o r  w e  a s k  t h e s e  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  o u r  
L o r d  an d S a v i o u r  J e s u s  C h r i s t .

M C N E A L Y :  I m ^ v e ,  " R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  r e a d i n g  of  t h e  c e r t i f i ­

ca t e  of elect:.on o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  d e l e g a t e s  b e  d i s p e n s e d  
w i t h  a n d  t h a t  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  the S ' c r e t a r y  o f  A l a s k a  as 
to t h e i r  e l e c t i o n  b e  a c c e p t e d  i n  l i e u  t h e r e o f .

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  e a c h  d e l e g a t e  w h o  h a s  a n s w e r e d  th e 
r o l l  call a n d  w h o s e  n a m e  a p p e a r s  o n  th e c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  the 
S e c r e t a r y  of  A l a s k a  t a k e  a n d  s u b s c r i b e  a n  o a t h  or a f f i r m a t i o n  
o f  o f f i c e  to b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  the H o n o r a b l e  V e r n o n  D. F o r b e s ,  
J u d g e  of the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  o f  A l a s k a ,  F o u r t h  

D i v i s i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  e a c h  d e l e g a t e  so s w o r n  s h a l l  be d e e m e d  to 
h a v e  b e e n  d u l y  s e a t e d . "  I a s k  u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t .

G O V E R N O R  H E I N T Z L E M A N : I t h a n k  y ou .  W i t h o u t  o b j e c t i o n  i t  is
so o rd e r e d .  P u r s u a n t  to  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  i n v e s t e d  t o  m e  as  G o v ­
e r n o r  of t h e  T e r r i t o r y ,  I w o u l d  n e w  l i k e  t o  a p p o i n t  Mr . J o h n  B. 
nail, C l e r k  o f  t h e  C o u r t ,  F o u r t h  D i v i s i o n ,  to  a c t  as  t h e

A L A S K A  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  C O N V E N T I O N  

N o v e m b e r  3, 1955
F I R S T  D A Y



A L A S K A  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  C O N V E N T I O N  

Novernier 10, 1 9 5 5  

T H I R D  D A Y

P R E S I D E N T  EGAN: T h e  C o n v e n t i o n  7/ill c o m e  t o  o r d e r  a n d  th e

S e c r e t a r y  w i l l  c a l l  t h e  r o l l .  (10 a . m . )

(Mr. J o h n  H a l l  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l  a t  t h i s  t i m e . )

MR.  J O H N  HALL: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I f i n d  t h a t  a l l  d e l e g a t e s  a re
o r e s e n t  e x c e p t i n g  .Eranic P e r a t r o v i c h  w h o  h a s  n o t  y e t  a p p e a r e d .
—  -  V I
5 - 1 . -  •

P R E S I D E N T  EGAN: A c.uorum is p r e s e n t .  T h e  C o n v e n t i o n  w i l l

p l e a s e  s t a n d  w h i l e  R e v e r e n d  A r m s t r o n g  c o m e s  f o r w a r d  to g i v e  

t h e  d a i l y  i n v o c a t i o n .

A R M S T R O N G :  L e t  u s  b o w  i n  p r a y e r .  A l m i g h t y  R a t h e r ,  w h o  h a t h

p l a c e d  i n  o u r  h a n d s  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o u r  f e l l o w  A l a s k a n s ,  b r i n g  
u s  to t h i s  C o n v e n t i o n  a s  d e l e g a t e s  i n  t h e i r  b e h a l f .  C o n t i n u e  
t o  b r i n g  T h y  s p i r i t  of w i s d o m  u p o n  us. T h o u  a c s c  k n o w  t h a t  
w e  w i l l  d i f f e r  f r o m  o n e  a n o t h e r  a s  7/e s e a r c h  f o r  t r u e  p r e c e p t s  
f o r  t h e  g r e a t  l a n d .  T h o u  c o s t :  k n o w  h o w  o u r  v o i c e s  w i l l  r i s e  

a s  c h a m p i o n s  o f  i d e a l s  w e  h o l d  e t e r n a l .  R a t h e r ,  k e e p  t h e  g o o d  
p a c e  of b r o t h e r h o o d  w i t h i n  u s  a s  we h a v e  s t a r t e d  o n  t h i s  
j o u r n e y ,  a n d  i m p o s e  T h y  w i l l  W h e n  v/e f a i l  to  s u r r e n d e r .  D e ­
p o s e  w r o n g  7/hen it is b r e d  i n  s e l f i s h n e s s ,  a n g e r  .and s e c t i o n a l ­

is m ,  a n d  0  G o d ,  o u r  F a t h e r ,  w e  pns.y T h e e  of a l l  t o  b e  c u r  
c o n s t a n t  g u i d e .  I n  J e s u s '  h o l y  n a m e ,  a m e n .

P R E S I D E N T  E G AN : T h e  S e c r e t a r y  w i l l  r e a d  t h e  m i n u t e s  of  y e s ­

t e r d a y ' s  m e e t i n g .  Mr. J o h n s o n ?

J O H N S O N :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  e x p e d i t e  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s ,
I m o v e  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  m i n u t e s  o f  y e s t e r d a y ' s  s e s s i o n  b e  d i s ­

p e n s e d  w i t h .  I a s k  u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t .

P R E S I D E N T  E GA N: Mr. J o h n s o n  m o v e s  a n d  a s k s  u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t
t h a t  t h e  m i n u t e s  o f  y e s t e r d a y ' s  m e e t i n g  b e  d i s p e n s e d  w i t h .
Is t h e r e  o b j e c t i o n ?  H e a r i n g  n o  o b j e c t i o n ,  it is so o r d e r e d .

M r . M c M e a l y ?

M C N E A L Y :  In v i e w  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  s i n c e  y e s t e r d a y ' s
n o m i n a t i o n s  fox’ S e c r e t a r y  of  t h i s  C o n v e n t i o n ,  a n d  a t  t h e  
reo.uest of  M r s .  A l e x a n d e r ,  I 7/ish t o  w i t h d r a w  h e r  n a m e  w h i c h  

w a s  p l a c e d  i n  n o m i n a t i o n  b y  m e .

P R E S I D E N T  EGAN: D o  y o u  p u t  t h a t  in  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  m o t i o n ,  Mr.

M c N e a l y ?

M C N E A L Y :  I so m o v e  Mr. P r e s i d e n t  a n d  asic u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t

o f  t h e  b o d y .
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P R E S I D E N T  F R C - T E M ,  M I L D R E D  H E R M A N N :  T h e  s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  of the

A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  w i l l  c o m e  t o  o r d e r .  V/e w i l l  

n a v e  the r o l l  c a l l  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y .

(Mr. J o h n  H a l l  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l . )

MR, HALL: M a d a m  P r e s i d e n t ,  a l l  f i f t y - f i v e  d e l e g a t e s  a r e  p r e s e n t
e x c e p t i n g  F r a n k  P e r a t r o v i c h  w h o  d i d  n o t  a n s w e r  to h i s  n a m e .

. H E R M A N N :  T h i s  is t h e  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  s e t  f o r  a  s p e c i a l

o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  to h e a r  a n  a d d r e s s  b y  t h e  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r  
f o r  th e C o n v e n t i o n .  I w o u l d  l i k e  to  a p p o i n t  Mr. H e l l e n t h a l ,
Mr. Sur.dbcrg a n d  M r s .  N o r a a l e  w h o  '.'/111 e s c o r t  the s p e a k e r  to 

th e r o s t r u m .

(Dr. G r u e n i n g  w a s  e s c o r t e d  t o  t h e  r o s t r u m  at t h i s  t i m e . )  

( a p p l a u s e )

MRS. H E R M A N N :  B e f o r e  v/e p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h e  a d d r e s s ,  I s h a l l  a s k

the R e v e r e n d  L o n d b o r g  to g i v e  t h e  i n v o c a t i o n .

LON DE OR C-: L e t  u s  p r a y .  A l m i g h t y  G o d ,  f o r  w h o m  w e  m o v e  a n d
h a v e  o u r  b e i n g ,  w e  s t a n d  b e f o r e  y o u  t h i s  m o m e n t  w i t h  b o w e d  
h e a d s  a n d  h u m b l e  h e a r t s ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  is 
o u r s  as c i t i z e n s  a n d  s e r v a n t s  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  As D e l e g a t e s  to t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  we 
a r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  d i v i n e  g u i d a n c e  a n d  w i s d o m .  It is 
o u r  p r a y e r  t h a t  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  v/e h a v e  b e e n  d e l e g a t e d  t o  p r e p a r e  
w i l l  b e  o n e  t h a t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  ea.ual l i b e r t y  a n d  j u s t i c e  
f o r  a l l  p e o p l e s  o f  A l a s k a ,  o n e  t h a t  w i l l  s t a n d  th e t e s t  o f  
t i m e  a n d  p o s t e r i t y  a n d  a b o v e  a l l  o n e  t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  h o n o r  t o  
T h y  h o l y  n a m e .  V/e p r a y  f o r  T h y  g u i d a n c e  i n  a l l  of  o u r  b u s i ­
ne s s ,  t h a t  it m a y  b e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  a t r u e  s p i r i t  of  b r o t h e r l y  
l o v e  as  t a u g h t  b y  Chri st , i n  o r d e r  t h a t  v/e m a y  m a k e  t h e  m o s t  
o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  is o u r s . W e  w o u l d  p r a y  
as S o l o m o n  o f  o l d ,  "0 L o r d  G o d ,  g i v e  u s  n o w  w i s d o m  a n d  k n o w l ­
ed g e  to d o  t h e  t a s k  v/e h a v e  b e e n  c a l l e d  t o  do, f o r  w h o  c a n  d o  
t h i s  t a s k  t h a t  is s o  g r e a t . "  I n  T h y  H o l y  N a m e  we  p r a y .  A m e n .

MR S .  H E R M A N N :  Y e s t e r d a y  w h e n  I w a s  e l e c t e d  to  be  y o u r  t e m p o r ­
a r y  p r e s i d e n t ,  I f e l t  b o t h  p r o u d  a n d  h u m b l e .  I a m  a  l i t t l e  
b i t  a f r a i d  I m i g h t  n o t  k n o w  h o w  t o  s a y  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  a t  t h e  
r i g h t  t i m e ,  b u t  v e r y  p r o u d  t h a t  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  i t s e l f  h a d  

t h o u g h t  t h a t  I c o u l d .  It w a s  n e t  u n t i l  l a t e r  in t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
tha t it p e n e t r a t e d  m y  b e f u d d l e d  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  
J o l t e d  i n t o  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  c o m a  b y  m y  u n e x p e c t e d  e l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  

I h a d  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  to  b e  p r o u d  t o  b e  y o u r  t e m p o r a r y  
c h a i r m a n .  It g a v e  m e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  k e y n o t e

A L A S K A  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  C O N V E N T I O N


