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Dear Representative Porter:

Attached you will find copies of three pieces of court system legislation which were 
introduced during the Seventeenth Legislature, but were not passed into law. We ask 
that the Judiciary Committee reintroduce these bills on behalf of the supreme court.

CSHB 93 (HES), relating to the findings and recommendations of a neutral 
mediator when awarding W ed  tody.

During the Seventeenth £ bill containing CSHB 93 (HES) passed the
o /J -H o u s e  and died in the Senate Rules Committee. The statutory change which it 

^  \  o ’ proposed was first made in the June, 1990 report of the Task Force on Mediation.
\ \ v  This task force was formed by Chief Justice Matthews in December, 1988 ir.

response to an instruction from the Fifteenth Legislature.

Currently, AS 25.20.090 reads in pertinent part:

In determining whether to award shared custody of a child the 
court shall consider

(7) any findings and recommendations of a neutral mediator;

After study, the task force concluded that this statute as written endangers the
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mediation process and runs contrary to the majority v;ew that mediation 
communications be kept confidential. The majority view alsv« does not envision 
a mediator making a recommendation about the resolution of a dispute. To 
correct this problem, CSHB 93 (HES) proposed deleting from the statute the 
requirement that the findings and recommendations of a neutral mediator be 
considered by the court.

2. HB 141, relating to the introduction of bills by the supreme court.

During the Seventeenth Legislature, this bill passed the House 3 9 - 0  and died in 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. It would have given the supreme court the 
authority to introduce legislation, similar to the authority enjoyed by the 
governor. Bills would be introduced with the inscription "Rules Committee by 
Request o f the Alaska Supreme Court."

3. HB 172 Relating to the preparation of the jury list.

This bill passed the House 34 - 0, and died in the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
At the present time, AS 09.20.050 instructs the administrative director to prepare 

\ a- a list of persons qualified for jury service by March 15 of each year. It is 
compiled from the list o f applicants for the permanent fund dividend, which must 
be submitted by the Department of Revenue to the court system by the preceding 
January 15.

Putting the jury year on a calendar year basis would allow more efficient 
administration. Accordingly, HB 171 proposed requiring the administrative 
director to prepare the jury list by November 30, from a list submitted by the 
Department of Revenue no later than September 30.

Thank you for your courtesy. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions 
or comments.

Very truly yours,

C. S. Christensen III 
Staff Counsel

CSC:bh
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Dear Representative Porter:

Thank you for scheduling House Bill 120, relating to the preparation of the jury list. As you 
will recall, the Judiciary Committee introduced HB 120 at the request of the supreme court. 
An identical bill passed the House on a vote of 34 - 0 during the Seventeenth Legislature, but 
was not acted upon by the Senate.

At the present time, the administrative director of the court system is charged by AS 09.20.050 
with preparing a list of persons qualified for jury service. This list must be prepared by March 
15 of each year. It is compiled from a list of applicants for the permanent fund dividend, 
which must be submitted by the Department of Revenue to the court system by the preceding 
January 15.

It has been determined that jury service could be administered more efficiently if  the jury year 
corresponded to the calendar year. Accordingly, HB 120 requires the administrative director 
to prepare a jury list by November 30, from a list submitted by the Department of Revenue no 
later than September 30. This will enable a new jury list to be used beginning on January 1 
of each year. The bill has no fiscal impact, and the Department of Revenue has advised us that 
the dividend applicant list is available for distribution by September 30.

Thank you for your courtesy. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or 
comments.

Very truly yours,

C. S. Christensen III 
Staff Counsel
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FISCAL NOTE
Bill No.STATE OF ALASKA 

1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Alaska Court System___________________________________ Department Affected;
An Act changing the date by which Jury 9RU:
lists must be prepared __________Components:

Revision Date: 
Title: Trial Courts

Sponsor: House Judidary
Requestor: _____________ COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING________FY 94 FY 95

PERSONAL SERVICES

FY 99FY 98FY 96

TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS S CLAIMS
TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

1003 GF MATCH
1004 GF
1005 GF/PROGRAM RECEIPTS
1006 GF/MHT1A
OTHER

TOTAL

POSITIONS;

TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year (FY 93) impact; None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 
No fiscal impact.

Prepared by: C. S. Christensen III, Staff Counsel (  (/ s A  a a < - -- Phone: 264-8228
Division: Alaska Court System Dat0, 02/18/93

Approved by: Arthur H. Snowdem it, Administrative Director 6 ?  r l f u _______
Agency: Alaska Court System________  1 Date: 02/18/93

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted AgencyOes).
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