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HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAT, SERVICES CO M M ITTEE
ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
HOU SE OF REPRESENTATIVES

STATE CAPITOL, JUNEAU 99801
(907) 465-3759

HB 507

An Act relating to licensure by the State Medical Board and temporary
permits for certain optometrists.

This bill was introduced by the House HESS Committee by the request 
of the State Medical Board and the Alaska Optometric Association.

Section 1 addresses the concerns of the State Medical Board for 
interviewing applicants for licensure in person. They would like 
it to be expanded to "the board or its designated representative". 
This would lessen the cost in time, money, and inconvenience for 
applicants who wish to practice medicine, in the state.

Section 2 deals with granting a temporary permit for locum tenens 
for the purpose of providing temporary medical coverage for an 
underserved area as approved by the board.

Under current statute, locum tenens permits may only be issued to
physicians who are substituting for an absent physician. With this 
change, a temporary permit may be issued to a physician who will 
be practicing in an area that does not have a regular, resident 
physician.

In Section 3 of this bill, a locum tenens permit may be issued to
a nonresident optometrist for the purpose of assisting or
substituting for an optometrist licensed under AS 08.72.

Alaska has a lot of solo practitioners in remote and semi-remote 
areas of the State. If the practitioner becomes injured, seriously 
ill or must leave temporarily, he presently must close down his 
clinic. This can bring a hardship to his patients, especially if 
the time away extends to several months.

Also, outside specialists in subnormal vision, visual therapy, etc, 
can be scheduled to assist local doctors where specialty care does 
not now exist.

I urge your favorable consideration of this legislation.

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T



Proposed revision to statute from a previous Board meeting:

PROPOSED REVISIONS TO STATUTES  

New Agenda Item: Reword AS 08.64.255 Interview Required

Item No. 8

Current W ording:

All applicants for licensure must be interviewed in person by at least one member of 
the board before a license w ill be issued.

Proposed W ording:

All applicants for licensure must be interviewed in person by at least one member of 

the board or its designated representative before a license w ill be issued.

R ationale:

Given the large geographical area of the state and the considerable expense involved in 
travelling this great expanse, this statute as currently worded often places an onerous 
burden on the applicant for licensure.

By inserting the vords "... or its designated representative" interviews may be conducted by 
actively licensed physicians who have been previously approved by the Board. This will 
lessen the cost in time, money, and inconvenience for applicants who wish to practice 
medicine in the state.

1479M

BACKUP FOR SECTION 1
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Agenda Item 14: Reword Sec. 08.64.275(a)
T em porary  permit for locum tenens practice.

Current W ording:

A m em ber o f the board or its executive secretary may grant a temporary permit to a 
physician or osteopath for the purpose o f substitu ting  for another physician or 
osteopath licensed in th is state.

Proposed W ording:

A m em ber o f the board or its executive secretary may grant a tem porary permit to a 

physician or osteopath for the purpose o f substitu ting  for another physician or 

osteopath licensed in th is sta te  or for the purpose o f providing tem porary medical 

coverage for an underserved area as approved bv the board.

Rationale:

Many rem ote A laskan com m unities do not have m edical services available to them within  
the com m unity. In many cases, there has never been a physician located in these areas. To 
provide periodic m edical services, the Board w ishes to am end this section  o f the statute to 
allow locum tenens physicians to practice for lim ited periods o f tim e (locum  tenens licenses 
are 60-day perm its) in rem ote, underserved areas with the knowledge, scrutiny, and 
approval o f the Board.

Under the current wording, locum  tenens perm its may only be issued  to physicians who are 
substituting for an absent physician . W ith the revised wording, a tem porary permit may be 
issued to a physician who w ill be practicing in an area that does not have a regular, 
resident physician .

The licensing approval process is not quite as rigorous for a locum tenens as it is for a full 
licensure; however, the essen tia l elem ents o f  the individual’s record are required the sam e 
as for full licensure and are carefully  scrutin ized. These elem ents include proof o f  
education, residency or in ternsh ip , FSM B approval, and at least one verification from 
another sta te w here the physician  is licensed.

P
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PROPOSED f

( b )
D£Vuuv the reS2i2Sri S under <a> of “his section shall
‘40 -n t u  shall meet the requirements of AS 0S.72-
“n a «  T ^ Pdne V %  ' ® ?P^om£trist shall submit evidence of hold-
rhl United 4.«r« pra<p lce optometry in a stats or territory of 
w univCd states or in a province or territory of Canada.

boardWmeSb2v«tBha-{il0i ddyS .after the has been cranted, the
-o.wara to the department a report of the 

issuance of the permit. *

e*t£nsions of permits issued under this section
':o r t S r ^ n ! ^ S ’‘ ar^ n0t va*ld £o- m°£« bhen 2 40 (two hundred 
rnontna n~ecut.../s days during any consecutive 12 (twelve)

RATIONALE:

Alaska has a lot of solo practitioners in remote and serai-remote 
areas of the State. If the practitioner becomes injured, seriously 
ill or must leave temporarily, he presently must close down his 
clinic. This can bring a hardship to his patients.

Also, outside specialists in subnormal vision, visua l, the1" PY ^c.. 
can be scheduled to assist local doctors where specialty care does
not now exist.

The Locum Tenens statute would allow a temporary permit be issued 
to a nonresident optometrist for the purpose of assisting or 
substituting for an optometrist licensed under this chapter.

BACKUP FOR SECTION 3



§ 08.72.115 A la sk a  S t a t u t e s § 08.72.150

Sec. 08.72.115. Malpractice insurance. [Repealed, § 40 ch 117 SLA 
1978.]

Sec. 08.72.120. Registration. [Repealed § 9 ch 50 SLA 1988.]

Sec. 08.72.125. L icen sin g  o f  b ran ch  o ffices, (a) The board shall 
branch office of an Alaskan licensee.

(0) A person may not practice, or attempt or offer to practice, op­
tometry without obtaining a license for each branch office from the 
board.

(c) The board shall prescribe in the regulations the factors to be 
considered in issuing a branch office license. (§ 2 ch 76 SLA 1969; am 
§ 9 ch 75 SLA 1980: am § 12 ch 37 SLA 1986; am § 4 ch 50 SLA 1988)

Effect o f  am endm ents. — The 1988 "without obtaining a license for each
amendment, effective May 26, 1988, sub- branch office" for "in communities on a
stituted "Licensing" for "Registration" in part-tim e basis without obtaining a
the catchline. rewrote subsection (a), branch office certificate of registration” in
which read The board shall issue a subsection (b) and "license” for "certificate
branch office certificate of registration to of reglstration" in subsection tc).
an Alaskan licensee, ana substituted

Sec. 08.72.130. ODtometrv register. [Repealed, § 13 ch 37 SLA 
1986.]

Sec. 08.72.140. Q u a lifica tio n s for exam in ation . The board shall 
admit to the exam ination a person who furnishes proof that the person

(1) has a visual acuity of a standard of at least 20/40 in at least one 
eye as corrected;

(2) is not afflicted with a contagious or infectious disease:
(3) has had education equivalent to four years attendance at a state 

high school;
(4) is a graduate of a recognized school or college of optometry. 

(§ 35-3-141 ACLA 1949; am § 1 ch 95 SLA 1966; am §5 3 — 5 ch 76
SLA 1969; am §§ 10, 23 ch 75 SLA 1980)

Sec. 08.72.150. A p p lica tio n  for exam in ation  and is su a n c e  o f  
licen se . An applicant shall apply for the examination by filing an 
application with the department together with the exam ination fee at 
least 15 days before the examination. Upon successful comp'eUu.. -i 
the exam ination by the applicant and payment of the license fee, the 
board shall issue a license to the successful applicant. The applicant 
may practice optometry in the state upon receipt of the license.
(§ 35-3-141 ACLA 1949; am § 6 ch 76 SLA 1969; am § 5 ch 50 SLA
1988)
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