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M a r c h  1 7 ,  1 9 9 4

R e p .  T o o h e y  a n d  R e p .  B u n d e  a n d  m e m b e r s ,

H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e

R e :  H B  3 4 1 ,  T e s t i m o n y

D e a r  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s ,

I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  H B 3 4 1  w h i c h  w o u l d  

r e c o g n i z e  P h y s i c i a n s  A s s i s t a n t s  a s  m i d - l e v e l  p r o v i d e r s  b y  m e d i c a i d  

a n d  t o  a s k  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  H B 3 4 1 .

R a t h e r  t h a n  p r o v i d i n g  a  l o n g  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  o n  t h e  r o l e  o f  

P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s  ( P A )  a n d  N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r s  ( N P )  I  w i l l  

p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  h o p e f u l l y  a s s i s t  y o u  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w h a t  

a  P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t  i s  a n d  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  m e e t i n g  h e a l t h c a r e  

d e m a n d s  i n  A l a s k a ,  a n d  w h y  I  b e l i e v e  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  

t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  m e d i c a i d  p a t i e n t s .

*  P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s  a n d  N u r s e  P r a c t i o n e r s  h a v e  a n a l o g o u s  

t r a i n i n g .

*  P A ' s  p r a c t i c e  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  M e d i c a l  

E x a m i n e r s .

*  - ' ' s  p r a c t i c e  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  N u r s i n g  B o a r d .

*  P A ' s  a n d  N P ' s  a r e  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  w i t h i n  t h e i r

a p p r o v e d  s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e  a f t e r  t h o r o u g h  r e v i e w  a n d  

e x a m i n a t i o n .

*  T h e  a p p r o v e d  s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e  i s  d e p e n d e n t  o n  i n d i v i d u a l  

t r a i n i n g ,  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  p r a c t i c e  s e t t i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  e x i s t i n g  

s t a t e  l a w s .

*  B o t h  P A ' s  a n d  N P ' s  p r a c t i c e  c l i n i c a l l y .  T h e y  d i a g n o s e  a n d

t r e a t  i l l n e s s e s  a n d  i n j u r i e s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e .

*  P A ' s  a r e  t r a i n e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  " m e d i c a l  m o d e l "  i n  P A  

p r o g r a m s ;  N P ' s  a r e  t r a i n e d  w i t h  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  c o m b i n e d  

" m e d i c a l / n u r s i n g  m o d e l "  e m p h a s i s  i n  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s .

*  B o t h  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  e m p l o y e d  b y  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l l y  o w n e d  a n d

o p e r a t e d  h e a l t h c a r e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( c l i n i c s ,  p r i s o n s ,  

h o s p i t a l s ,  e t c . )

*  P A ' s  a n d  N P ' s  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  " m i d - l e v e l  p r o v i d e r s . "  M i d ­

l e v e l  p r o v i d e r s  a r e  i n  v e r y  s h o r t  s u p p l y  n a t i o n w i d e ,  a n d  t h e  

s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  m a n y  P A / N P  p o s i t i o n  o p e n i n g s .
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H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  

H B 3 4 1  P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t  T e s t i m o n y  

P a g e  2

*  D P A / D M A  d o e s  i s s u e  p r o v i d e r  n u m b e r s  f o r  s o m e  P A ' s  l o c a t e d  i n  

r e m o t e  r u r a l  s e t t i n g s .  T h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  P A ' s  c a n  p r o v i d e  

s e r v i c e s  t o  m e d i c a i d  p a c i e n t s ,  b u t  c a n n o t  b i l l  f o r  t h e i r  

s e r v i c e s .

*  T h e  D e p t ,  o f  H & S S  i s  i n  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  p o s i t i o n  —  " o f  h a v i n g  

t h e i r  c a k e  a n d  e a t i n g  i t  t o o . "  T h e  P A ' s  a r e  l i c e n s e d  t o  

p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e ,  b u t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  d o e s  n o t  p a y  f o r  t h o s e  

s e r v i c e s  b y  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e .

*  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  " t h e  P A ' s  c a n  p r a c t i c e  b u t  

c a n n o t  k i l l  f o r  s e r v i c e s  a n d  c a n n o t  b i l l  u n d e r  t h e i r  

c o l l a b o r a t i v e  p h y s i c i a n .

*  W i t h  p a s s a g e  o f  H B 3 4 1  P A ' s  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  a n  

i n d i v i d u a l  p r o v i d e r  n u m b e r .

*  P A ' s  a n d  N P ' s  c u r r e n t l y  b i l l  M e d i c a r e ,  V A ,  B I A ,  p r i v a t e  p a y  

a n d  p r i v a t e  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  s e r v i c e s .

*  N P ' s  h a v e  a  p r o v i d e r  n u m b e r  a n d  b i l l  m e d i c a i d .

*  B i l l i n g  b y  u s e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  n u m b e r  w o u l d  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f y  o n  

t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  i s  f o r  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  a  P A .

*  P A ' s  a r e  a b l e  t o  b i l l  f o r  m e d i c a i d  s e r v i c e s  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  

P r a c t i c e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h o s e  s t a t e s  a r e  m o r e  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  

P A ' s  a n d  P A ' s  a r e  m o r e  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  t h o s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  

p h y s i c i a n s  w h o  h i r e  t h e m .

*  T h e  c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e  b y  t h e  s t a t e  o f  n o t  r e c o g n i z i n g  P A ' s  f o r  

m e d i c a i d  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f u r t h e r  l i m i t s  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  c a n d i d a t e s  

f o r  A l a s k a ' s  v a c a n t  m i d - l e v e l  p o s i t i o n s .

*  T h e  P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t  i s  a  " p h y s i c i a n  e x t e n d e r "  a n d  t h e  r o l e  

i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  u n d e r s e r v e d  p o p u l a t i o n s .

I  u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  H B 3 4 1

S i n c e r e l y ,

R i c h a r d  W .  J o n e s ,  

A d m i n i s t r a t o r / C E O



8-LS1417NA.2 
L au terb ach  

3 /1 1 /9 4

O F F E R E D  IN T H E  H O U S E  

TO: H B  341

Page 2, lines 3-7:

Delete all material.

A M E N D M E N T

Renumber the following b ill sections accordingly.



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

W h i l e  I n  F a i r b a n k s  

1 19 N . Cushm an St.
Suite 2 0 3  

Fairbanks, AK 9 9 7 0 1  
9 0 7 -4 5 6 -8 1 6 1

Representative J o e  Sitton

E X P L A N A T I O N  O F  A M E N D M E N T  #1 

T O  H B  341

W h i l e  I n  J u n e a u  

State C apito l 
Juneau , AK 9 9 3 0 1 -1 1 8 2  

9 0 7 -4 6 5 -2 3 2 7  
9 0 7 -4 6 5 -4 7 1 3

T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  A N D  T H E  D M V  H A V E  

P R O V I D E D  U S  W I T H  I N F O R M A T I O N  T H A T  T H E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H E  

F E D E R A L  L A W  G O V E R N I N G  H A N D I C A P P E D  P A R K I N G  P E R M I T S  

P R E C L U D E S  P H Y S I C I A N  ASSISTANTS. T H E R E F O R E ,  T H E  S T A T E  D O E S  

N O T  H A V E  T H E  P O W E R  T O  E N A B L E  PA'S T O  ISSUE PERMITS.



8-LS1417NA.1
Lauterbach

3 /11 /94

A M E N D M E N T

O F F E R E D  IN T H E  H O U S E  

TO: H B  341

Page 3, lines 5 - 6:

Delete

"(5) advanced nurse practitioner services; 

(6) physician assistant services:"

Insert

"(5) physician assistant services:

(6) advanced nurse practitioner services;”



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

W h i l e  I n  F a i r b a n k s  

1 19  M. Cushm an St.
Su ite  2 0 3  

F a irbanks , A K  9 9 7 0 1  
9 0 7 -4 5 6 -8 1 6 1

W h i l e  I n  J u n e a u  

S tate  C ap ito l 
Jun eau . A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 2 3 2 7  
S 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 4 7 1 3

Representative J o e  Sitton

E X P L A N A T I O N  O F  A M E N D M E N T  #2 

T O  H B  341

W H E N  T H E  BILL W A S  B E I N G  D R A F T E D ,  W E  S I M P L Y  F O R G O T  T H A T  

T H E  LIST O F  O P T I O N A L  S E R V I C E S  W A S  A N  " I N V E R S E  LIST." T H A T  

M E A N S ,  W H E N  T H E  LIST IS U N D E R F U N D E D ,  S E R V I C E S  A R E  C U T  F R O M  

T H E  T O P  O F  T H E  LIST, I N S T E A D  O F  T H E  B O T T O M .  IT W A S  A L W A Y S  

O U R  I N T E N T I O N  T O  A D D  P H Y S I C I A N  A S S I S T A N T S  T O  T H E  LIST, B U T  

A T  T H E  P O I N T  W H E R E  T H E Y  W O U L D  BE U N F U N D E D  B E F O R E  

A D V A N C E D  N U R S E  P R A C T I T I O N E R S .  T H A T  IS W H A T  THIS 

A M E N D M E N T  DOES.



M a r c h  15. 1994

I am w riting  to you to ask  for your support o f  HB#341, sponsored  by Rep. Jo e  Sitlon and Rep. 
Jeannette  Jam es . There is a s im ila r  S en ate  b ill, SB#231. w h ich  is sponsored by Sen . J a y  K erlu lla ,

T hese b ills are  im portant to prevent any  in su ran ce  com pany from denying paym en t o f  se rv ic e s  
provided by  a  P hysic ian  A ssistan t. C urren tly , there are  sev era l com pan ies that w ill not p ay  for 
m ed ica l s e rv ic e s  if  p rov id ed  by a P hysic ian  A ssistan t. (Nurse P raetioners and  C hiropractors a l­
ready  h ave  obtained leg isla tio n  to p reven t m surancc com pan ies from  denying paym ent.)

The other important part o f  th ese b ills is estab lishm ent o f  M edicaid  re im bursem ent. At this tim e, 
M edicaid  patien ts, in som e rem ote a re a s , a re  den ied  care  due to the fact that M ediciaid  w ill not 
authorize PA's M edicaid  num bers to b ill for se rv ic e s . In turn, th ese patients eith er don’t re c e iv e  
c are  or are  flow n to tow n (at cost to M edicaid) for care .

T hese b ills w ere d evelop ed  after iden tification  o f som e o f  the b arriers to health  ca re  through d is­
cussion betw een  the Interior L eg is la tu res (or their a id es) and P hysic ian  A ssistan ts from Fair­
banks. There h ave  been letters o f  support from  m any organ izations w hich inc lude the Health 
C are C oalition , A la sk a  N urses A ssociation , and the A la sk a  S tale M edical A ssociation  to n am e a 
few .

The A la sk a  A cad em y o f  P hysic ian  A ssistan ts is a c t iv e ly  w ork ing on these and  other is su es  that 
w ill stream lin e  the ab ility  to provide care  to a ll A laskans.

Thank you for your attention. I hope that w e  a ll can  continue to str ive  tow ard im proving health  
c a re  d e liv ery  in A laska .

Dear Legislator,

S in cere ly ,

H oward B lount, M.D.

AFSC44F3
M I M t a l  Grater 
Bsmiri AfB, AK 9950^30®
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B IL L  NO. H B 3 4 1

R e v i s i o n  D a t e :  ________________________________________________  D e p t .  A f f e c t e d  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s
T i t l£ :  A n  A c t  P r o v i d i n g  c o v e r a g e  u n d e r  B R U :  M e d i c a i d  _

M e d i c a i d  f o r  S e r / i c e s  o f  P h y s i c i a n s '  A s s i s t a n t s   C o m p o n e n t :  M e d i c a i d  N o n - f a c i l i t y _______
S p o n s o r :  S I T T O N ,  J A M E S____________________________ __________________________________
R e q u e s t o r :  _______________________________________________  C O M P O N E N T  S E R I A L  N O .  229

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s : ___________________________________________ ( i h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
I O P E R A T I N G F Y 9 5 F Y 9 6 F Y 9 7 F Y 9 8 F Y 9 9 FY0 0

P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 I 0.0 0.0
T R A V E L 0.0 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 | 0.0 0.0
C O N T R A C T U A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 0.0
S U P P L I E S 0.0 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 0.0
E Q U I P M E N T 0.0 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 0.0
L * N D  & S T R U C T U R E S 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 I 0.0 0.0
G R A N T S ,  C L A I M S 999.6 2.780 .3 3 .131 .2  I 3 .525 .3  | 3 .970 .0 4.470.4
M I S C E L L A N E O U S 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 I 0.0 0.0
T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 999.6 2.730.3 3 .131 .2 I 3 ,525 .3  I 3 ,970.0 4 .470 .4 |

C A P I T A L  E X P E N D I T U R E S !  0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0

C H A N G E S  IN  R E V E N U E S 499.3 1 .390 .4 1 ,565.6 | 1 ,762 .9 1.985 .0 2.235.2

F U N D  S O U R C E ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
1002 F e a e r a l  R e c e i m s 499.3 1,390.4 1.565 .6 I 1 .762 .9 1 ,985.0 2.235.2
1003 G F  M a t c h 499.8 1.390.4 1,565.6 | 1 .762 .9 1.985 .0 2.235.2
1004 G F 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 G F / P r o g r a m  R e c e i p t s 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0
1006 G F / M H T I A 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0
O t h e r 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 | 0.0
T O T A L 999.6 2,780.3 3 ,131.2 | 3 ,525 .3 3 .970 .0 | 4.470.4

E s t i m a t e  o f  c u r r e n t  y e a r  ( F Y9 4 )  i m p a c t : 0.0

P O S I T I O N S :
F U L L - T IM E 0 Ol 0| Ol 01 0
P A R T - T IM E 0 0! o l o l 0| 0|
T E M P O R A R Y 0 0! 0| 01 O l 0|

A N A L Y S I S  ( a t t a c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  in  n e c e s s a r y )

T h e  b i l l  a d d s  p h y s i c i a n ' s  a s s i s t a n t s  a s  a n  e n r o l l e d  p r o v i d e r  o f  s e r v i c e s .  It is  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  2 5 %  o f  t h e  168 l i c e n s e d  
a n d  a c t i v e  p h y s i c i a n ' s  a s s i s t a n t s  w i l l  e n r o l l  a s  M e d i c a i d  p r o v i d e r s ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  a  1 0 %  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  t h e  f ir s t  y e a r .  
E n r o l l m e n t  w o u l d  b e g i n  i n  J u l y  o f  1995. C h a r g e s  b y  a  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t  a r e  a s s u m e d  t o  b e  7 0 %  o f  t h e  a m o u n t  t h a t  
h a s  b e e n  c h a r g e d  t h r o u g h  a  p h y s i c i a n ' s  o f f i c e  f o r  s e r v i c e s  p e r f o r m e d  b y  a  p h y s i c i a n ' s  a s s i s t a n t .  P h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t s  
a r e  c o u n t e d  a s  w o r k i n g  5 d a y s  p e r  w e e k ,  48 w e e k s  p e r  y e a r  a n d  h a v i n g  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  3 .5 M e d i c a i d  v i s i t s  p e r  d a y .  
G r o w t h  a n d  i n f l a t i o n  c o m b i n e d  a r e  a s s u m e d  to b e  1 2 .6 %  p e r  y e a r .

P r e p a r e d  by :  D a v e  W .  W i l l i a m s  P h o n e :   465-3355
D i v i s i o n :  M e d i c a l  A s s i s t a n c e _______________________________________  D a t e :   2/10/94

A p p r o v e d  b y  fYl ^
C o m m i s s i o n e r :  M a r q a r e t i R .  L o w e .  M . E d . .  E d . S . _______________________  D a t e :   — ~ ' ' ~ / '
A g e n c y :  (5p D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ___________

P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V I D E  A L L  D I S T R I B U T I O N  C O P I E S  T O  G O V E R N O R ’S  L E G I S L A T I V E  O F F I C E  
F o r  f u r t h e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a l l  t h e  G o v e r n o r 1 L e g i s l a t i v e  O f f i c e
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H E A L T H  & S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  - M E D I C A I D  - F I S C A L  NO T E



P a c e  2 o f  2 HE341  2/10/94

A S S U M P T I O N S  P E R T A I N I N G  T O  F I S C A L  A N A L Y S I S  O F  S B 2 3 1  A N D  H B3 41  

T h e r e  a r e  194 l i c e n s e d  P A s  in  A k ;  163 a r e  s a i d  to  b e  in  a c t i v e  s t a t u s .
2 5 %  w i l l  e n r o l l  if  t h e  b i l l  p a s s e s ,  w h i c h  is  42 P A s  o f  t h e  a c t i v e  s t a t u s .
3 5 %  o f  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  w i l l  b e  M e d i c a i d
T h e  a v e r a g e  c h a r g e  w i l l  b e  570 p e r  v i s i t ;  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  7 0 %  o f  t h e  c h a r g e s  b y  
P A s  p r e s e n t l y  b i l l i n g  t h r o u g h  p h y s i c i a n s .
T h e r e  w i l l  b e  10 v i s i t s  p e r  d a y ,  3.5 o f  t h o s e  b i l l e d  to  M e d i c a i d .
P A s  w i l l  w o r k  5 d a y s  p e r  w e e k ,  43 w e e k s  p e r  y e a r .
A s s u m e  r e g u l a t i o n s  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1, 1995
G r o w t h  a n d  i n f l a t i o n  c o m b i n e d  a r e  a s s u m e d  to b e  12 .6%

C l a i m s
17.0 P A s  e n r o l l e d  f ir s t  y e a r
42 .0  P A s  e n r o l l e d  2 n d  y e a r
370 a v e r a g e  e x p e n d i t u r e  c l a i m e d  p e r  v i s i t

3 .5 M e d i c a i d  v i s i t s  p e r  d a y
5 .0 d a y s  w o r k e d  p e r  w e e k

48 .0  w e e k s  w o r k e d  p e r  y e a r
0.001 f a c t o r  to c h a n g e  f i g u r e s  to  t h o u s a n d s

3999 .6  t o t a l  c l a i m s  e x p e n d i t u r e  1st y e a r ;  17 P A s
12.0 f a c t o r  to g e t  to  m o n t h l y
12.0 f a c t o r  to g e t  to  p a i d  p a r t  o f  f i s c a l  y e a r

SS99 .5  c l a i m s  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  p a i d  p a r t  o f  f irs t f i s c a l  y e a r
32 .469 .5  c l a i m s  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  s e c o n d  y e a r  w/o g r o w t h  a n d  i n f l a t i o n

C o n t r a c t u a l
36 .23 p r o c e s s i n g  c o s t  p e r  c l a i m  
14230 t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  c l a i m s  b y  P A s  1st y e a r  
35280 t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  c l a i m s  b y  F A s  2 n d  y e a r  
0.001 f a c t o r  to  c h a n g e  f i g u r e s  to  t h o u s a n d s

589.0 c o s t  f o r  c l a i m s  p r o c e s s i n g  1st y e a r
5219.8 c o s t  f o r  c l a i m s  2 n d  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s

310.0 c o s t  to  m o d i f y  M M I S  f o r  P A  e n r o l l m e n t  a n d  c l a i m s  p r o c e s s i n g
399 .0 t o t a l  c o n t r a c t u a l  f o r  1st y e a r  ( M M I S  p l u s  c l a i m s  p r o c e s s i n g )

I n f l a t i o n  a n d  g r o w t h
1.126 f a c t o r  fo r  y e a r l y  i n c r e a s e s

F e d e r a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

0.50 f a c t o r  f o r  F e d e r a l  F i n a n c i a l  P a r t i c i p a t i o n

0.0 f a c t o r  fo r  c e l l s  w i t h  30.0

C o m b i n e d F i s c a l  N o t e  T o t a l s

C o m p o n e n t FY9 5 F Y 9 6 F Y 9 7 F Y 9 8 F Y 9 9 F Y 0 0

Med non-facility 229 999.6 2730.8 3131.2 3525.3 3970 .0 4470 .4

Claim s p rocess 243 99.0 247.5 278.3 314.0 353.6 398.2
T o t a l 1098.6 3028.4 3410.0 3839.3 4323 .6 4863.6



F I S C A L  N O T E
STATE O F  A LA SKA
1994 L E G IS LA T IV E  SESSION
R e v i s i o n  D a t e :  
T i t l e :

B IL L  NO. HB341

D e p t .  A f f e c t e d  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
B R U :  M e d i c a i d

M e d i c a i d  f o r  S e r v i c e s  o f  P h y s i c i a n s '  A s s i s t a n t s C o m p o n e n t : C l a i m s  P r o c e s s i n g
S p o n s o r :  S I T T O N ,  J A M E S
R e a u e s t o r : C O M P O N E N T S E R I A L  N O . 243

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s : ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
| O P E R A T I N G F Y 9 5 F Y 9 6 F Y 9 7 F Y 9 8 FY 9 9 F Y O O

P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 0.0 s o . o
T R A V E L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I 30.0
C O N T R A C T U A L 99.0 247.5 I 278 .3 I 314 .0 353.6 i 3393.2
S U P P L I E S 0.0 0.0 I 0 .0 I 0 .0 0.0 SO .O
E Q U I P M E N T 0.0 0.0 I 0 .0 0.0 0.0 SO .O
L A N D  & S T R U C T U R E S 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I SO .O
G R A N T S ,  C L A I M S 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 SO .O
M I S C E L L A N E O U S 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 SO .O
T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G S99.0 S247.6 S273 .3 S314 .0 S353.6 3393.2

1 C A P I T A L  E X P E N D I T U R E S 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 |

| C H A N G E S  IN  R E V E N U E S 49.5 123.3 139.4 157.0 176.3 199.1

F U N D  S O U R C E ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
1002 F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s 49.5 123.3 139.4 157.0 176.8 199.1
1003 G F  M a t c h 49.5 123.3 139.4 157.0 176.8 199.1
1004 G F 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 G F / P r o g r a m  R e c e i p t s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1006 G F / M H T I A 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
O t h e r 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
T O T A L 99.0 247.6 273.3 314.0 353.6 398.2

E s t i m a t e  o f  c u r r e n t  y e a r  ( FY94 )  i m p a c t : 0.0

P O S I T I O N S :
F U L L - T IM E 0 I 0 0 0| 0 0
P A R T - T I M E 0 I 0 0 Ol 0 0
T E M P O R A R Y 0 I 0 0 Ol 0| 0

A N A L Y S I S  ( a t t a c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  in  n e c e s s a r y )

C o n t r a c t u a l  c o s t s  i n c l u d e  c l a i m s  p r o c e s s i n g  a t  S6 .23  p e r  c l a i m  w i t h  a  o n e - t im e ,  f irs t y e a r  c o s t  o f  S10 .0  f o r  s y s t e m  
c h a n g e s  to  a d d  t o  t h e  n e w  p r o v i d e r  t y p e .  F e d e r a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  5 0 %  o f  c o s t s .  G r o w t h  a n d  i n f l a t i o n  
c o m b i n e d  a r e  a s s u m e d  to  b e  1 2 .6 %  p e r  y e a r .

P r e p a r e d  b y :  
D i v i s i o n :

D a v e  W .  W i l l i a m s
M e d i c a l  A s s i s t a n c e  __________________

A p p r o v e d  b y
C o m m i s s i o n e r :  M a r q a r e y R .  L o w e ,  M . E d . .  E d . S . ____________
A g e n c y :  (fi) D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

P h o n e :
D a t e :

D a t e :

465-3355
2/10/94

«2 -  / V - ? y

P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V I D E  A L L  D I S T R I B U T I O N  C O P I E S  T O  G O V E R N O R ' S  L E G I S L A T I V E  O F F I C E  
F o r  f u r t h e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a l l  t h e  G o v e r n o r 1 L e g i s l a t i v e  O f f i c e
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A S S U M P T I O N S  P E R T A I N I N G  T O  F I S C A L  A N A L Y S I S  O F  S B 23 1  A N D  H B 3 4 1  

T h e r e  a r e  194 l i c e n s e d  P A s  in  A k ;  163 a r e  s a i d  to b e  in  a c t i v e  s t a t u s .
2 5 %  w i l l  e n r o l l  i f  t h e  b i l l  p a s s e s ,  w h i c h  i s  42 P A s  o f  t h e  a c t i v e  s t a t u s .
3 5 %  o f  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  w i l l  b e  M e d i c a i d
T h e  a v e r a g e  c h a r g e  w i l l  b e  370 p e r  v i s i t ;  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  7 0 %  o f  t h e  c h a r g e s  b y  
P A s  p r e s e n t l y  b i l l i n g  t h r o u g h  p h y s i c i a n s .
T h e r e  w i l l  b e  10 v i s i t s  p e r  d a y ,  3.5 o f  t h o s e  b i l l e d  to M e d i c a i d .
P A s  w i l l  w o r k  5 d a y s  p e r  w e e k ,  43 w e e k s  p e r  y e a r .
A s s u m e  r e g u l a t i o n s  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1, 1995
G r o w t h  a n d  i n f l a t i o n  c o m b i n e d  a r e  a s s u m e d  to  b e  1 2 .6 %

C l a i m s
17.0 P A s  e n r o l l e d  f irs t y e a r
42 .0 P A s  e n r o l l e d  2 n d  y e a r
S70 a v e r a g e  e x p e n d i t u r e  c l a i m e d  p e r  v i s i t

3.5 M e d i c a i d  v i s i t s  p e r  d a y
5 .0 d a y s  w o r k e d  p e r  w e e k

48 .0  w e e k s  w o r k e d  p e r  y e a r
0.001 f a c t o r  to c h a n g e  f i g u r e s  t o  t h o u s a n d s

5999.6 t o t a l  c l a i m s  e x p e n d i t u r e  1st y e a r ;  17 P A s
12.0 f a c t o r  to  g e t  to  m o n t h l y
12.0 f a c t o r  to  g e t  to p a i d  p a r t  o f  f i s c a l  y e a r

3999 .6 c l a i m s  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  p a i d  p a r t  o f  f irs t f i s c a l  y e a r
32 ,469 .6  c l a i m s  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  s e c o n d  y e a r  w /o  g r o w t h  a n d  i n f l a t i o n

C o n t r a c t u a l
36 .23 p r o c e s s i n g  c o s t  p e r  c l a i m  
14280 t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  c l a i m s  b y  P A s  1st y e a r  
35280 t o t a i  n u m b e r  o f  c l a i m s  b y  P A s  2 n d  y e a r  
0.001 f a c t o r  to c h a n g e  f i g u r e s  to  t h o u s a n d s

389.0 c o s t  f o r  c l a i m s  p r o c e s s i n g  1st y e a r
5219 .8 c o s t  fo r  c l a i m s  2 n d  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s

510.0 c o s t  to m o d i f y  M M I S  f o r  P A  e n r o l l m e n t  a n d  c l a i m s  p r o c e s s i n g
599.0 t o t a l  c o n t r a c t u a l  f o r  1st y e a r  ( M M I S  p l u s  c l a i m s  p r o c e s s i n g )

I n f l a t i o n  a n d  g r o w t h
1.126 f a c t o r  fo r  y e a r l y  i n c r e a s e s

F e d e r a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

0.50 f a c t o r  f o r  F e d e r a l  F i n a n c i a l  P a r t i c i p a t i o n

0.0 f a c t o r  f o r  c e l l s  w i t h  SO .O

C o m b i n e d  F i s c a l  N o t e  T o t a l s

C o m p o n e n t F Y 9 5 F Y 9 6 F Y 9 7 F Y 9 8 F Y 9 9 F Y 0 0

Med non-facility 229 999.6 2780.8 3131.2 3525.8 3970.0 4470 .4

Claims p rocess 243 99.0 247.6 273.3 314.0 353.6 398.2
T o t a l- 1098.6 3028.4 3410.0 3839.8 4323.6 4868 .6
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Representative J o e  Sitton

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  F O R  

H O U S E  BILL 341,

R E L A T I N G  T O  P H Y S I C I A N  A S S I S T A N T S

House Bill 341 (HB 341) would a m e n d  several of Alaska's current 

statutes relating to health care providers in order to give Alaskans greater 

access to quality health care and place physician assistants on equal footing to 

those providers with similar levels of training.

Currently, physician assistants practicing outside a physician's office or 

a designated "Rural Health Clinic" do not qualify as Medicaid providers. This 

becomes a critical issue in rural Alaska because m a n y  communities have 

physician assistants as their sole health care provider. In such a community, 

Medicaid eligible patients must travel hundreds of miles to receive Medicaid 

services. The lack of reimbursement in these settings is a direct obstacle to 

health care for Medicaid recipients, and unfairly reduces job opportunities for 

physician assistants. H B  341 remedies this situation by amending the statutes 

to allow physician assistants to receive payment directly.

In addition, H B  341 amends the statutes governing workers' 

compensation and private insurance companies to account for physician 

assistants' emergence as health care providers and insure that they do not 

have trouble receiving payment from these entities. The bill also adds 

physician assistants to the statute that prohibits private insurance companies 

from refusing to pay one health care provider if another qualified practitioner 

could offer the same procedure or level of care. Lastly, H B  341 enables 

physician assistants to issue a handicapped parking permit.

I urge you to support H B  341. It will update Alaska's statutes to account 

for changes in health care professions and provide Alaskans with better access 

to health care facilities.

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

W h i l e  I t l  F a i r b a n k s  W h i l e  i n  J u n e a u
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Representative J o e  Sitton

Sectional Analysis of H B  34-1 

Relating to Physician Assistants

S E C T I O N  1: A S  21.36.090(d) requires insurance companies to reimburse 

health care providers for services covered under an insurance plan as long as 

the health care provid jr is qualified by licensure to perform the service. This 

keeps insurance companies from limiting their reimbursement to physicians 

if the covered service can also be legally performed by other providers.

Adding physician assistants to this list prohibits insurance companies from 

refusing to reimburse for their services.

S E C T I O N  2: A m e n d s  A S  23.30.265(24) (Workers’ Compensation) to add 

physician assistants to the definition of a physician and ensure that physician 

assistants can receive payment for services that they are qualified to provide.

S E C T I O N  3: A m e n d s  A S  28.10.495 (Motor Vehicles) to enable physician 

assistants to issue a handicap parking permit.

S E C T I O N  4: A S  7.07.030(b) details the optional medical services that are 

reimbursable under the state’s Medicaid program. H B  341 adds physician 

assistants to this list.

S E C T I O N  5: Adds physician assistants to prioritized list of optional medical 

services. Should the department find that the cost of Medicaid for all eligible 

persons exceeds the amount allocated in that year's state operating budget, A S  

47.07.035 contains the prioritized list of what optional service will be paid in 

what order.

S E C T I O N  6: Ad ds a definition of physician assistant services to A S  47.07.900 

(Medicaid).

S E C T I O N  7: Immediate effective date.

S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S
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The department is in favor of section 1 of the bill, but has no position on 
the remaining sections of the bill.

Section 1 of the bill represents a simple modification to A S  21.36.090(d). 
This section of law prohibits discrimination against various medical

license that are covered under an insurance policy. Physician assistants 
would be added with this change. The change would allow physician 
assistants to bill and receive third-party reimbursements for the services 
they render. The department believes that this type of prohibition is the 
means to some savings in our health care system by assuring that less 
expensive providers of medical services can be reimbursed under an 
insurance policy.

The department views the issue as one of equity. If the state has 
established a license with a scope of practice, it is not consistent to allow 
disaimination against that licensee.

P F / D K / d g l2 6 3 .d k
012194a

P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  C O M M E R C E  A N D  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

W h i l e  I n  J u n e a u  

Slate Capitol 
Juneau. AK 99801-1 182 

907 -465 -2327  
907 -465 -4713

Representative J o e  Sitton

M e m o r a n d u m

TO: Representatives C o n  Bunde and Cynthia Toohey, Co-Chairs,

House Health Education and Social Services Committee

F R O M :  Representative Joe Sitton

DATE: February 2S, 1994

SUBJECT: House Bill 341

After having reviewed the Department of Health and Social Services' 

rather large fiscal note for H B  341,1 have a few points that I believe they have 

failed to effectively consider. Wh at is missing from their analysis is an 

examination of cost shifting from patients following a P A  to a n e w  practice 

from the practice of the doctor or rural health clinic. Instead, what the fiscal 

note reflects is an assumption all Medicaid claims from PA's would be ne w 

costs to the state. Not only is this illogical, but it dramatically overstates the 

cost.

M y  first and foremost concern is the question of exactly h o w  m a n y  ne w 

Medicaid recipients that Physician Assistants (PA's) would attract. The whole 

point of this bill is to increase access to health care, but I simply do not believe 

that 14,280 n e w  claims the first year and 35,280 n e w  claims the next, will be 

billed to Medicaid as a result of PiB 341 becoming law. According to the 

Alaska A c a d e m y of Physician Assistants, one P A  currently practices in a rural 

setting (Healy) outside of a designated rural health clinic or physician's office. 

With further allowances for a few PA's desiring some form of independence 

from their present practice arrangement, I still cannot reach such staggering 

figures for n e w  claims. However, it is m y  fervent hope that such a high rate 

of usage would result from existing Medicaid recipients seeking services from 

PA's instead of physicians w h o  charge more, thereby saving the state money 

at this same alarming rate.

While in Fairbanks 
119 (H. Cushman Si.

Suite 203 
Fairbanks. AK 99701 

907-456-8161

S P O N S O R ' S  O B S E R V A T I O N S  R E G A R D I N G  H&SS  F I S C A L  N O T E S



I th in k  if  vve d r a w  u p o n  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  in  a s im i la r  c i r c u m s t a n c e ,  s u c h  
a s  w h e n  N u r s e  P r a c t i t io n e r s  w e r e  a d d e d  to th e  l is t  o f  o p t io n a l  s e r v i c e s  in  
1992, w e  a r r i v e  a t  a m u c h  m o re  r e a s o n a b le  f ig u r e .  A c c o r d in g  to th e  
D e p a r tm e n t 's  f ig u r e s ,  a n  a v e r a g e  o f 36 to 38 n u r s e  p r a c t i t io n e r s  ( c o m p a re  to 
th e  D e p a r tm e n t 's  a s s u m p t io n  o f 42 P A 's  th e  s e c o n d  y e a r )  h a v e  b i l l e d  
M ed ic a id  o v e r  th e  p a s t  f is c a l  y e a r  to d a te  to ta l in g  $210,473. G e n e r o u s ly  
d o u b lin g  th is  f ig u r e  fo r th e  r e s t  o f th e  y e a r ,  w e  a r r i v e  a t  a to ta l o f  $420,946 fo r 
p a t ie n ts  a n d  1,019 x  $6.23 x  2 = $12,697 fo r p r o c e s s in g  fo r a  to ta l a n n u a l  c o s t  
e s t im a te  o f  $ 433, 643. T h at is a p p r o x im a t e ly  o n e  s e v e n t h  o f, o r  $2,594,747 le s s  
th an , th e  D e p a r tm e n t 's  fo r e c a s t  fo r  th e  P A 's  s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  $2,780,800 w ith  a n  
a d d it io n a l  $280,000 fo r a d m in i s t r a t iv e  co s ts . I m ig h t  a d d  th a t  I w o u ld  e x p e c t  
th e  b i l la b le  r a t e  o f 80% th a t  A d v a n c e d  N u r s e  P r a c t i t io n e r s  r e c e i v e  to  b e  
e n t i r e ly  a p p r o p r ia t e  fo r  P A 's  a s  w e l l ,  th o u g h  th a t  is  le f t  to M e d ic a id  R ate  
B o a rd  to d e c id e d .

I h o p e  th a t  y o u  w i l l  g i v e  m y  o b s e r v a t io n s  s o m e  a t t e n t io n , a n d  I r e q u e s t  
y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  in  d e v i s in g  a  m o re  r e a s o n a b le  f is c a l  n o te  fo r th is  b ill . If y o u  
h a v e  a n y  q u e s t io n s ,  p le a s e  c o n ta c t  m e  o r m )  a id e ,  M ic h a e l J o h n s o n . T h an k  
y o u .



a la s l a  a c a d e m y  op  p h y s ic ia n  a s s is ta n ts

f
January 18, 1993

Rep Joe Sitton 

Room 609, Court 

State Capitol 

Juneau, A K  99801-1182

RE: H O U S E  BILL NO. 341

Dear Representative Sitton,

I a m  writing in behalf of the Alaska Academy of Physician Assistants. I would like 

to extend m y  gratitude for the work that you have done to promote the health and 

well being of all Alaskans by sponsoring H O U S E  BILL NO. 341.

This “Bill” is very important to all Physician Assistants in the State of Alaska. It 

will open many doors that have been previously closed and remove some of the 

barriers to P A ’s in this state. H O U S E  BILL NO. 341 covers some areas that have 

been of concern to P A ’s such as not being included in t.' e list of practitioners who 

can sign “Handicapped” parking permits, not being on the list of providers for 

Workers Compensation. But of course, there is the big issue of not being listed as a 

Medicaid provider. This issue is very important in areas where P A ’s work at sites 

that are different than that of their collaborative physician or for persons who do 

locum tenens work.

I again would like to express m y  gratitude and look forward to working with you on 

this important bill.

Sincerely,

Barry L. Campbell, PA-C 

President

L E T T E R S  OF  S U P P O R T



l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n

4 1 0 7  L a u r e l  S t r e e t  .  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8 - 5 3 3 4  .  ( 9 0 7 ) 5 6 2 - 2 6 6 2

J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 9 4

R e p .  J o e  S i t t o n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  BOX V ( US  3 1 0 0 }  
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ; t o n

I  am w r i t i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  o t  y o u r  H o u s e  B i l l  1 4 1  w h i c h  p e r m i t s  
M e d i c a i d  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t  ( F A  s e r v i c e s ) .  
C u r r e n t l y  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t s  p r a c t i c i n g  o u t s i d e  a  p h y s i c i a n ' s  
o f f i c e  o r  d e s i g n a t e d  r u r a l  h e a l t h  c l i n i c s  d o  n o t  q u a l i f y  a s  
M e d i c a i d  p r o v i d e r s .  T h i s  i s  a  c r i t i c a l  i s s u e  i n  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  
w h e r e  t h e  PA i s  t h e  o n l y  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r .  M e d i c a i d  e l i g i b l e  
p a t i e n t s  i n  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  m a y  h a v e  t o  t r a v e l  l o n g  d i s t a n c e s  t o  
o b t a i n  M e d i c a i d  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  l a c k  o f  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  i n  t h e s e  
s e t t i n g s  i s  a  d i r e c t  o b s t a c l e  t o  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  M e d i c a i d  
r e c i p i e n t s .  Y o u r  b i l l  w o u l d  a l s o  a m e n d  t h e  s t a t u a t e  s o  t h a t  P A ' s  
w o u l d  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  p e r f o r m  W o r k m a n ' s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  e v a l u a t i o n s  
a n d  a l l o w  p r i v a t e  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  t o  r e i m b u r s e  f o r  p h y s i c i a n ' s  
a s s i s t a n t ' s  s e r v i c e s .  T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  a l s o  e n a b l e  a  p h y s i c i a n  
a s s i s t a n t  t o  i s s u e  h a n d i c a p  p a r k i n g  p e r m i t s .  I  b e l i e v e  t h i s  b i l l  
w i l l  b e n e f i t  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  a l l  A l a s k a n s .  I f  I  c a n  b e  o f  a n y  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  y o u  o n  t h i s  b i l l ,  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e .

S i n c e r e l y  y o i n r s ,

D o n a l d  R .  L e h m a n n ,  M . D .
C h a i r m a n ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
P r e s i d e n t ,  A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .

CC-. B y r o n  M a l l o t ,  J o h n  R i l e y ,  P A - C
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January 27, 1994

Mr. John Riley,
President
Alaska Academy of Physician Assistants 
Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center 
1217 East 1 Oth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Mr. Riley:

The Health Care Coalition (HCC) of Alaska is pleased to support 
HB341 and SB231, which allows Physician Assistants to bill for 
their services to the Medicaid program. The current situation 
works a particular hardship upon rural communities, where soio 
PAs are working. Even in those clinics that are federally 
designated as Rural Clinics Medicaid will only reimburse on 2 flat 
fee basis, with the result that the clinics are often not able to 
recover actual costs on cases which may consume inordinate 
amounts of the practitioner's time. Without question, the 
current system works a hardship on Medicaid eligible patients 
who may have to travel long distances in order to use that 
resource for their care.

The HCC also strongly supports SB 235, providing for the 
forgiveness of student loans for several categories of health care 
professionals (including PAs). This program is much needed as a 
means for meeting the severe shortage of providers in Alaska. It 
covers physicians, osteopaths, physical therapists, occupational 
therapists, registered nurses and physician assistants.

Finally, the HCC is in strong support of current efforts to 
preserve the MEDEX Northwest PA Training Program at Sitka, and 
the Alaska Center for Rural Health, at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks. The Legislature will be requested to increase the 
University budget to continue both those programs.

ALAMCA ACADEMY Of MYSICIAN5 ASSISTANTS • ALASKA PE1ARMACHITICAI ASSOCIATION • ALASKA PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION
ALASKA STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION • HEALTH ASSOCIATION Of ALASKA ► ALASKA NATIVf HEAITH BOARD • ALASKA Nl/RSIS ASMJL IAIION • ALASKA OENTAl SOCIETY

w o rk in g  to g e th e r  . . . c a r in g  to g e th e r  
4107 L au re l S tr e e t  A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 99508 (907) 562 -2662  Pax 561-2063



Thank you for this opportunity co comment on these health
measures.

Sincerely,
?

Dennis P. DeGross 
President and Co-Chair

CC: HCC members
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A l a s k a  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n

Roberx L. Co/e, P res iden t 
P .O . Box 4 - 1825 

Ancho rage , A laska  99505

Feb rua ry  3, 1994

M r. Jo h n  R iley, Pres idenx 
A laska  A c a d e m y  o f  Phys ic ian  Assisxanxs  
A n cho ra ge  N e ighbo rhood  HealXh Cenxer 
1217 East lO xh A v e n u e  
Ancho ra ge , A K  99501

D ear M r. R iley:

The A laska  Pub lic  HealXh Associax ion  s xrong ly supporxs xwu p ieces o f  legis laxion n o w  be fo re  xhe A laska  
Legislature. These are HB341 and SB23 I, w h ich  a llow  Phys ic ian  Assisxanxs to b ill fo r xheir services to the 
M ed ica id  p ro g ram .

Cu rren tly, ru ra l com m unities em p lo y in g  solo PAs  are g re a t ly  d isadvantaged . Even  those com m unities w ith  
federa lly des igna ted  Ru ra l C lin ics M ed ica id  w ill o n ly  re im burse on a fia t fee basis, w ith  the un fo rtuna te  resu lt 
tha t the clin ics are o ften no t able to re co ve r actua l costs on cases w h ich  m a y  consum e inord ina te  am ounts  
o f  the p ra c titio ne r's  time. The cu rren t sys tem  is especia lly tough on Medicaid-eligib le pa tien ts  w ho  m ay have  
to trave l lo n g  d is tances in o rde r to use that resource fo r  the ir care.

The A laska  Pub lic  H ea lth  A ssoc ia tion  we lcom es this o ppo rtu n ity  to com m ent on this legis lation.

R obe rt Cole  
Pres ident

S incere ly,



Alaska Nurses Association
25? E. 3 rd  A venue ti.\ A n ch n rau c . A K  W 5 0 I  25^3 
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February 1, 1994

Representative Jeannette James 
House of Representatives 
State CaDitol Room 501C 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative James:

This letter is written in support of HB 541, sponsored by yourself, and SB 231, sponsored by 
Senator Kertulla which permits Medicaid reimbursement for physician assistant (PA) 
services. Currently, physician assistants practicing outside a physician’s office or a 
designated Rural Health Clinic do not qualify as Medicaid providers. This is a critical issue 
in rural communities where the midlcvel practitioners are the only health care providers. 
Medicaid-eligible patients in these communities may have to travel long distances to obtain 
Medicaid services. The lack of reimbursement in these settings is a direct obstacle to health 
care for Medicaid recipients.

HB 341 and SB 231 also amend the statutes so that PA’s are permitted to perform 
Workman’s Compensation evaluations and requires private insurance companies to reimburse 
for PA services. The bills also enable physician assistants to issue handicapped parking 
permits.

Sincerely,



The Honorable Cynthia Toohey 
House of Representatives 
State of Alaska 
Rm 104 Capitol Bldg 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: HOUSE BILL # 341 ESTABLISHM ENT OF M EDICAID R EIM BU RSEM EN T FOR 
PH Y SIC IA N  ASS 1ST .ANTS

Dear Representative Toohey:

I enjoyed the opportunity to speak with you yesterday  regarding House Bill #341 
concurring Physician A ssistants Reim bursem ent by M edicaid.

You were most disturbed by the fiscal note attached to this bill of One M illion Dollars. So 
was I, when I learned this! This fiscal note is inaccurate!! If passed, there are about 40 
Physician Assistants that this bill would affect. I think there are currently  about 38 Nurse 
Practitioners in the State who are billing for M edicaid. This would be about the sam e 
num ber of Physician .Assistants that this would affect. It m akes m e w onder if Physician 
.Assistants upset someone in the M edicaid office to  provide you with this inaccurate  cost!! 
This is not correct or accurate inform ation. W e are  only asking for the current rate of 
reim bursem ent that is being provided co Nurse Practitioners, not the physician  rate of 
reim bursem ent.

To answer anocher one of your questions, Physician  Assistants are licensed under the 
Alaska State M edical Board. Nurse Practitioners under the State Nursing Board.

Also for your inform ation, th is b ill which was supported by R epresentative Joe Sitton and 
R epresentative Jeanette Jam es, began at the grass roots level by concerned Fairbanks 
Physician Assistants who turned to our legislators for help. You sp k e  of support of a bill 
being worthy if ic is represented by majority versus m inority. I understand from  our 
conversation in your political environm ent this m eans a great deal to a b ill on w hether or 
not gets recognized worthy of a hearing regardless o f its content. This is a concept that I am 
sure Physician Assistants do not understand. I urge you to at least consider a hearing on 
this bill so it can begin to educate people about Physician Assistants and the role they 
perform  in health care delivery.

Since Nurse Practitioners are already being issued M edicaid num bers I hope you agree that 
Physician Assistants who provide the same type of services should also be granted 
M edicaid numbers. .As I told you, I am a registered Nurse who w ent to a com bined 
Physician Assistant / Nurse Practitioner Program  and I am living proof we are of equal 
status and we do the same type of services in the delivery of health care.

We have the support of the A laska Nurses A ssociation, and the Alaska State M edical 
Association and the Health Care Coalition just to nam e a few. Nurse Practitioners and 
Physician Assistants are paid rhe sam e salary in  A laska. M ost clinics and hospitals will hire 
either one of us although the lack of issuing M edicaid numbers to Physician Assistants 
(PA) is one example of a barrier to PA em ploym ent.

May 1. 1994
a

* > ■ h £ H I’ « * *
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R e p re se n ta tiv e  C y n th ia  T o o h e y  
M arch  I, 1994 
P a g e  T w o

1 a lso  sp o k e  w ith  C o n  B unde . y o u r  C o-C h . He w as m o re  o p tim is tic  in  te llin g  m e th a t  a 
h ea rin g  w ould  be sc h e d u le d , and  if  I d id n 't  h ea r fro m  h im  in th e  n e x t tw o  w eek s  to  c o n ta c t  
h im . I do  k n o w  th a t w e  a re  ru n n in g  sho rt o f  tim e  w ith  th e  jo u rn e y  th is  b ill m u s t  ta k e . If  I 
c a n  p ro v id e  a ..y  m o re  in fo rm a tio n  or help  in  a n y  o th e r  w ay  do n o t h e s ita te  to  c a ll m e . 
T h a n k  y o u  o n ce  a g a in  fo r  y o u r tim e  in  th is  m a tte r.

V ic e  P re s id e n t o f th e  .A laska A c ad em y  o f P h y s ic ia n  A ssis tan ts  
Box 74
G a le n a , A K  99741 
(9 0 7 ) 656 -1891



A l a s k a  C e n t e r  f o r  R u r a l  H e a l t h

Telephone (907) 474-6020 P.O. Box 81710 • Fairbanks, Alaska 99708-1710

February

Board ok D irectors

I ivy Sensmuier, PAC 
C lu i ir
Yukuial, A K

Ik v c r ly  l in g o ,  PAC 
Vice-Chair 
Harrow, AK

Philip O. N ice, M D
Secretary
Pairbanks, A K

Donna Galbreath, M D  
Treasurer 
Puirbanks, A K

Gale Foodc-Mighcll 
Anchorage, A K

Anna Prank 
Fairbanks, A K

Mark Gorman, M P I I  
Sitka, A K

Ik r tha  Jennings 
Kotzebue, AK

Thomas Nighswnnder, M D  
Anchorage, A K

Karen Perdue 
Fairbanks, A K

Jackie Pflauin , P.N 
Anchorage, A K

Tun Pollard, M D  
Seward, A K

loseph Ryan, A C SW  
Anchorage, A K

Judith Snow-Rosandcr, R N  
McGrath, A K

Flora Swcets ir  
Galena, A K

Margaret Wood, PhD 
D i l l ingham , AK

O r ie  W il l iams 
Iie lhal, AK

Mr. John Riley, President 
Alaska Academy of Physician Assistants 
Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center 
1217 East iuth Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Riley:

The Alaska Center for Rural Health wishes to express its strong support for HB341 and 
SB231. These companion bills will permit Physician Assistants to bill for their services 
to the Medicaid program.

In many of our rural communities, solo PAs are working far from the support of 
physicians and other elements of Alaska's health system. Current policy prohibits 
those PAs from billing Medicaid for their services, thus working an unfortunate as well 
as unfair hardship for rural communities.

Granted, clinics designated by the federal government as Rural Clinics are allowed to 
bill for Medicaid reimbursement, but only on a flat fee basis. This means that clinics 
are often not able to obtain compensation for the amount of time that a PA might 
actually spend on a patient. The current system works a hardshir on Medicaid eligible 
patients who may have to travel long distances in order to use the resource for their 
care.

Sincerely,

Daniel A. Johnson 
Center Director

In c o r p o r a t in g  the  R u r a l  A la s k a  H e a l t h  E d u c a t io n  C e n te r , the  H e a lth  E d u c a t io n  a n d  T r a in in g  C e n te r  a n d  the  A la s k a  O f f ic e  o f  R u r a l  H e a lth

In  P a r t n e r s h ip  w ith  the  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a



I a m  w r it in g  to  y o u  to  a sk  fo r  y o u r  su p p o rt o f  H B # 3 4 1 , s p o n s o re d  b y  R e p . J o e  S it to n  a n d  R e p . 

J e a n n e tl t  J a m e s . T h e re  is  a  s im i la r  S e n a te  b ill, S B # 2 3 1 , w h ic h  is  s p o n s o re d  b y  S en . J a v  K e r iu lla

T h e se  b il ls  a rc  im p o r ta n t  to  p r e v e n t  a n y  in s u ra n c e  c o m p a n y  f ro m  d e n y in g  p a y m e n t o f  s e rv ic e s  

p ro v id e d  b y  a  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n t .  C u rre n tly , th e re  a re  s e v e ra l c o m p a n ie s  th a t w ill  n o t  p a y  fo r  

m e d ic a l  s e rv ic e s  i l 'p r o v id e d  b y  a  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n t. (N u rs e  P ra c t io n e rs  a n d  C h iro p ra c to r s  a l ­

re a d y  h a v e  o b ta in e d  le g is la t io n  to  p re v e n t in s u ra n c e  c o m p a n ie s  f ro m  d e n y in g  p a y m e n t.)

T h e  o th e r  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f  th e se  b i l ls  is  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  M e d ic a id  re im b u rs e m e n t .  A t th is  t im e , 

M e d ic a id  p a tie n ts , in  s o m e  re m o te  a re a s , a re  d e n ie d  c a re  d u e  to  th e  fa c t th a t M e d ic ia id  w ill n o t 

a u th o r iz e  P A 's  M e d ic a id  n u m b e r s  to  b ill  fo r s e rv ic e s . In  tu rn , th e s e  p a tie n ts  e i th e r  d o n 't r e c e iv e  
c a re  o r  a re  f lo w n  to  to w n  (a t  c o s t  to  M e d ic a id )  fo r  c a re .

T h e s e  b il ls  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  a f te r  id e n ti f ic a t io n  o f  s o m e  o f  th e  b a r r ie rs  to  h e a l th  c a re  th ro u g h  d is ­

c u s s io n  b e tw e e n  th e  In te r io r  L e g is la tu re s  (o r  th e ir  a id e s )  a n d  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts  f ro m  F a ir ­

b a n k s . T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  le t te rs  o f  s u p p o r t fro m  m a n y  o rg a n iz a t io n s  w h ic h  in c lu d e  th e  H e a lth  
C a re  C o a l i t io n , A la s k a  N u rs e s  A s s o c ia t io n , a n d  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  M e d ic a l A s s o c ia t io n  to  n a m e  a 
few .

T h e  A la s k a  A c a d e m y  o f  P h y s ic ia n  A ss is ta n ts  is  a c t iv e ly  w o rk in g  o n  th e s e  a n d  o th e r  is s u e s  th a t 

w ill s tr e a m lin e  th e  a b il i ty  to  p ro v id e  c a re  to  a ll A la sk a n s .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  a t te n t io n . I h o p e  th a t w e  a ll c a n  c o n t in u e  to  s tr iv e  to w a rd  im p ro v in g  h e a lth  
c a re  d e liv e ry  in  A la sk a .

Dear Legislator.

S in c e re lv , ~

M a rk  S w irc e n s k i , P A

m \ i r

2cyi/Ci /IWtA) Zh v/yr3 
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I am  w r i t in g  to  y o u  to  a sk  fo r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  H B //3 4 1 . s p o n s o re d  b y  R e p . J o e  S itto n  a n d  R e p . 

J e a n n e t te  J a m e s . T h e re  is  a  s im i la r  S e n a te  b ill . S B # 2 3 1 . w h ic h  is  s p o n s o re d  b y  S e n . J a y  K e r tu lla .

T h e s e  b i l ls  a re  im p o r ta n t  to  p r e v e n t  a n y  in s u ra n c e  c o m p a n y  fro m  d e n y in g  p a y m e n t o f  s e rv ic e s  

p ro v id e d  b y  a P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n t. C u r re n tly , th e re  a re  s e v e ra l c o m p a n ie s  th a t  w il l  n o t p a y  fo r  

m e d ic a l  s e rv ic e s  if  p ro v id e d  b y  a  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n t. (N u rs e  P ra c t io n e rs  a n d  C h iro p ra c to r s  a l ­

re a d y  h a v e  o b ta in e d  le g is la t io n  to  p re v e n t  in s u ra n c e  c o m p a n ie s  f ro m  d e n y in g  p a y m e n t.)

T h e  o th e r  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f  th e s e  b ills  is  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  M e d ic a id  r e im b u rs e m e n t.  A t th is  t im e , 
M e d ic a id  p a tie n ts , in  s o m e  r e m o te  a re a s , a re  d e n ie d  c a re  clue to  th e  fac t th a t  M e d ic ia id  w ill  n o t  

a u th o r iz e  P A 's  M e d ic a id  n u m b e r s  to  b ill  fo r  s e rv ic e s . In tu rn , th e se  p a t ie n ts  e i th e r  d o n 't r e c e iv e  
c a re  o r  a re  f lo w n  to  to w n  (a t c o s t  to  M e d ic a id )  fo r  c a r t

T h e s e  b i l ls  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  a f te r  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  s o m e  o f  th e  b a r r ie r s  to  h e a l th  c a re  th ro u g h  d is ­

c u s s io n  b e tw e e n  th e  In te r io r  L e g is la tu re s  (o r  the i. a id e s )  a n d  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts  fro m  F a ir­

b a n k s . T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  le t te r s  o f  s u p p o r t  fro m  m a n y  o rg a n iz a tio n s  w h ic h  in c lu d e  th e  H e a lth  

C a re  C o a li t io n , A la s k a  N u rs e s  A s s o c ia t io n , a n d  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  M e d ic a l A s s o c ia t io n  to  n a m e  a 

few .

T h e  A la s k a  A c a d e m y  o f  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts  is  a c t iv e ly  w o rk in g  o n  th e se  a n d  o th e r  is s u e s  th a t  

w ill  s t r e a m lin e  th e  a b il i ty  to  p ro v id e  c a re  to  a ll A la sk a n s .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  a t te n tio n . I  h o p e  th a t w e  a ll c a n  c o n tin u e  to  s tr iv e  to w a rd  im p ro v in g  h e a l th  

c a re  d e l iv e ry  in  A la sk a .

Dear Legislator. 1

S in c e re ly .

J u d y  S w irc e n s k i



March 15, 1994

I a in  w r i t in g  to  y o u  to  a sk  lo r  y o u r  s u p p o r t o f  H B # 3 4 1 , s p o n s o re d  b y  R e p . J o e  S itto u  a n d  R e p . 
J e a n n e t te  J a m e s . T h e re  is  a  s im i la r  S e n a te  b ill . SB /»231, w h ic h  is  s p o n s o re d  b y  S en . J a y  K e r tu ila .

T h e s e  b il ls  a re  im p o r ta n t  to  p r e v e n t  a n y  in s u ra n c e  c o m p a n y  fro m  d e n y in g  p a y m e n t o f  s e rv ic e s  

p ro v id e d  b y  a  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n t .  C u rre n tly , th e re  a re  s e v e ra l c o m p a n ie s  th a t w ill n o t p a y  fo r  
m e d ic a l  s e rv ic e s  i f  p ro v id e d  b y  a  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n t . (N u rs e  P ra c t io n c rs  a n d  C h iro p ra c to r s  a l­

re a d y  h a v e  o b ta in e d  le g is la t io n  to  p re v e n t in s u ra n c e  c o m p a n ie s  f ro m  d e n y in g  p a y m e n t .)

T h e  o th e r  im p o r ta n t  p a r t o f  th e s e  b i l ls  is  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  M e d ic a id  re im b u rs e m e n t .  A t th is  t im e , 
M e d ic a id  p a tie n ts , in  s o m e  re m o te  a re a s , a re  d e n ie d  c a re  d u e  to  th e  fa c t th a t  M e d ic ia id  w ill n o t 

a u th o r iz e  P A 's  M e d ic a id  n u m b e r s  to  b i l l  fo r  s e rv ic e s . In  tu rn , th e s e  p a t ie n ts  e i th e r  d o n 't  r e c e iv e  

c a re  o r  a re  f lo w n  to  to w n  (a t  c o s t to  M e d ic a id )  fo r  c a re .

T h e s e  b i l ls  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  a f te r  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  s o m e  o f  th e  h a r r ie r s  to  h e a l th  c a re  th ro u g h  d is ­

c u s s io n  b e tw e e n  th e  In te r io r  L e g is la tu re s  (o r  th e i r  a id e s )  a n d  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts  f ro m  F a ir ­

b a n k s . T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  le t te r s  o f  s u p p o r t  f ro m  m a n y  o rg a n iz a t io n s  w h ic h  in c lu d e  th e  H e a lth  

C a re  C o a li t io n . A la s k a  N u rs e s  A s s o c ia t io n , a n d  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  M e d ic a l  A s s o c ia t io n  to  n a m e  a  

few .

T h e  A la s k a  A c a d e im  o f  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts  is  a c t iv e ly  w o rk in g  o n  th e s e  a n d  o th e r  is s u e s  th a t 

w ill s t r e a m lin e  th e  a b il i ty  to  p ro v id e  c a re  to  a ll A la s k a n s .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  at! n a tio n . 1 h o p e  t i a t  w e  a l l  c a n  c o n t in u e  to  s tr iv e  to w a rd  im p ro v in g  h e a lth  

c a re  d e liv e ry  in  A la sk a .

Dear Legislator,

S in c e re ly ,

A la n  S m ith , M .D .

9  7 I f  f i t / '



M a r c h  15, 1994

I am  w r it in g  to  y o u  to  a sk  fo r  y o u r  su p p o r t o f  H B # 3 4 1 , s p o n s o re d  b y  R e p . J o e  S itto n  a n d  R e p . 
J e a n n e t te  J a m e s . T h e re  is  a  s im i la r  S e n a te  b i l l ,  S B # 2 3 1 , w h ic h  is  s p o n s o re d  b y  S en . J a y  K e r tu lla .

T hese b ills  a re  im p o r ta n t  to  p re v e n t  a n y  in s u ra n c e  c o m p a n y  fro m  d e n y in g  p a y m e n t  o f  s e rv ic e s  

p ro v id e d  b y  a  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n t. C u rre n tly , th e re  a re  s e v e ra l c o m p a n ie s  th a t  w i l l  n o t  p a y  fo r  

m e d ic a l  s e rv ic e s  i f  p ro v id e d  b y  a  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n t . (N u rs e  Pra^ tio n c rs  a n d  C h iro p ra c to r s  a l ­

re a d y  h a v e  o b ta in e d  le g is la t io n  to  p re v e n t  in s u ra n c e  co m pan ies- fro m  d e n y in g  p a y m e n t.)

T h e  o th e r  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f  th e s e  b ills  is e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  M e d ic a id  r e im b u r s e m e n t .  A t th is  t im e , 
M e d ic a id  p a tie n ts , in  s o m e  r e m o te  a re a s , a re  d e n ie d  c a re  d u e  to  th e  f a c t  th a t M e d ie ia id  w ill n o t  

a u th o r iz e  P A 's  M e d ic a id  n u m b e rs  to  b il l  fo r  s e rv ic e s , h i tu rn , th e se  p a t ie n ts  e i th e r  d o n 't r e c e iv e  
c a re  o r  a re  d o w n  to  to w n  ( a t  c o s t to  M e d ic a id )  fo r  c a re .

T h e s e  b il ls  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  a f te r  id e n ti f ic a t io n  o f  so m e  o f  th e  b a r r ie r s  to  h e a l th  c a re  th ro u g h  d is ­

c u s s io n  b e tw e e n  th e  In te r io r  L e g is la tu re s  (o r  th e ir  a id e s )  an d  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts  from  F a ir ­

b a n k s . T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  le t te rs  o f  su p p o r t  f ro m  m a n y  o rg a n iz a tio n s  w h ic h  in c lu d e  the  H e a lth  

C a re  C o a li t io n , A la s k a  N u rs e s  A s s o c ia t io n , a n d  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  M e d ic a l A s s o c ia t io n  to  n a m e  a 

few .

T h e  A la sk a  A c a d e m y  o f  P h y s ic ia n  A ss is ta n ts  is  a c tiv e ly  w o rk in g  o n  ih c se  a n d  o th e r  is su e s  th a t 

w ill  s tre a m lin e  th e  a b ili ty  to  p ro v id e  c a re  to  a ll A la sk a n s .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  a t te n tio n . 1 h o p e  th a t  w e  a ll c a n  c o n tin u e  to  s tr iv e  to w a rd  im p ro v in g  h e a lth  

c a re  d e l iv e ry  in  A la sk a .

Dear Legislator, '' •



D e a r  L e g is la to r ,

[ am  w r it in g  lo  y o u  to  a sk  fo r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  H B # 3 4 1 , s p o n s o re d  b y  R e p . J o e  S itto n  a n d  R e p . 
J e a n n e t te  J a m e s . T h ere  is a s im i la r  S e n a te  b i l l ,  S B //2 3 1 , w h ic h  is  s p o n s o re d  b y  S en . J a y  K e r tu lla .

T h e s e  b il ls  a re  im p o r ta n t  to  p re v e n t  a n y  in s u ra n c e  c o m p a n y  from  d e n y in g  p a y m e n t o f  se rv ic e s  

p ro v id e d  b y  a  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n t.  C u rre n tly , th e re  a re  s e v e ra l  c o m p a n ie s  th a t  w il l  n o t  p a y  fo r  

m e d ic a l  s e rv ic e s  i f  p ro v id e d  b y  a  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n t . (N u rs e  P ra c t io n e rs  a n d  C h iro p ra c to r s  a l ­

re a d y  h a v e  o b ta in e d  le g is la t io n  to  p re v e n t  in s u ra n c e  c o m p a n ie s  f ro m  d e n y in g  p a y m e n t.)

T h e  o th e r  im p o r ta n t  par* o f  th e se  b i l ls  is  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  M e d ic a id  re im b u rs e m e n t .  A t th is  tim e . 
M e d ic a id  p a t ie n ts ,  in  so m e  r e m o te  a re a s , a re  d e n ie d  c a re  d u e  to  th e  fa c t th a t M e d ic ia id  w ill  no t 

a u th o r iz e  P A 's  M e d ic a id  n u m b e rs  to  b i l l  fo r  s e n  ic e s . In  tu rn , th e se  p a t ie n ts  e i th e r  d o n 't  r e c e iv e  
c a re  o r  a re  f lo w n  to  to w n  (a t  c o s t to  M e d ic a id )  fo r  c a re .

T h e s e  b il ls  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  a l te r  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  s o m e  o f  th e  b a r r ie r s  to  h e a l th  c a re  th ro u g h  d is ­

c u s s io n  b e tw e e n  th e  In te r io r  L e g is la tu re s  (o r  th e i r  a id e s )  a n d  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts  f ro m  F a ir ­

b a n k s  T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  le t te rs  o f  su p p o r t  f ro m  m a n y  o rg a n iz a tio n s  w h ic h  in c lu d e  th e  H e a lth  

C a re  C o a l i t io n , A la s k a  N u rs e s  A s s o c ia t io n , a n d  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  M e d ic a l  A s s o c ia t io n  to  n a m e  a 
fe w .

T h e  A la s k a  A c a d e m y  o f  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts  is  a c t iv e ly  w 'o rk in g  on  th e s e  a n d  o th e r  is s u e s  th a t 

w ill s t r e a m lin e  th e  a b ili ty  to  p ro v id e  c a re  to  a ll A la sk a n s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r a tte n tio n . I h o p e  th a t  w e  a ll  c a n  c o n t in u e  to  s tr iv e  to w a rd  im p ro v in g  h e a l th  
c a re  d e liv e ry  in  A la sk a .

M a rc h  15, 1994

S in c e re ly ,

E d w a rd  K ru m a n a k e r ,  P .A . -  1



March 15, 1994

I am  w r itin g  to  y o u  to  a sk  fo r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  H B r/3 4 1 , s p o n s o re d  b y  R ep . J o e  S itto n  a n d  R e p . 
J e a n n e t te  J a m e s . T h e re  is  a  s im i la r  S e n a te  b ill , S B //2 3 1 , w h ic h  is  s p o n s o re d  b y  S e n . J a y  K e rlu lJa .

T h e se  b il ls  a re  im p o r ta n t  to  p re v e n t  a n y  in s u ra n c e  c o m p a n y  from  d e n y in g  p a y m e n t o f  s e rv ic e s  

p ro v id e d  b y  a  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n t .  C u rre n tly , th e re  a re  s e v e ra l  c o m p a n ie s  th a t w ill n o t p a y  fo r  
m e d ic a l s e rv ic e s  i f  p ro v id e d  b y  a  P h y s ic ia n  A ss is ta n t. (N u rse  P ra c tio n e rs  a n d  C h iro p ra c to r s  a l ­

re a d y  h a v e  o b ta in e d  le g is la t io n  to  p re v e n t  in s u ra n c e  c o m p a n ie s  fro m  d e n y in g  p a y m e n t.)

T h e  o th e r  im p o r ta n t  p a r t o f  th e s e  b i l ls  is  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  M e d ic a id  re im b u rs e m e n t .  A t th is  t im e , 
M e d ic a id  p a tie n ts , in  s o m e  re m o te  a re a s , a re  d e n ie d  c a re  d u e  to  th e  fa c t  th a t M e d ic ia id  w ill n o t 

a u th o r iz e  P A ’s M e d ic a id  n u m b e rs  to  b il l  fo r  s e rv ic e s . In  tu m , th e se  p a t ie n ts  e i th e r  d o n 't  r e c e iv e  
c a re  o r  a re  f lo w n  to  to w n  (a t  c o s t to  M e d ic a id )  fo r  c a re .

T h e s e  b i l ls  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  a f te r  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  s o m e  o f  th e  b a r r ie r s  to  h e a lth  c a re  th ro u g h  d is ­

c u s s io n  b e tw e e n  th e  In te r io r  L e g is la tu re s  (o r  th e ir  a id e s )  a n d  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts  f ro m  F a ir ­
b a n k s . T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  le t te r s  o f  su p p o r t fro m  m a n y  o rg a n iz a tio n s  w h ic h  in c lu d e  th e  H e a lth  

C a re  C o a l i t io n , A la s k a  N u rs e s  A s s o c ia t io n , a n d  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  M e d ic a l  A s s o c ia t io n  to  n a m e  a
few'.

T h e  A la sk a  A c a d e m y  o f  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts  is  a c tiv e ly  w o rk in g  o n  th e s e  a n d  o th e r  is s u e s  th a t 

w ill s t r e a m lin e  th e  a b il i ty  to  p ro v id e  c a re  to  a ll A la sk a n s .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  a t te n tio n . I h o p e  th a t w e  a ll c a n  c o n tin u e  to  s tr iv e  towra rd  im p ro v in g  h e a l th  

c a re  d e liv e ry  in  A la sk a .

Dear Legislator,
^  I.

S in c e re ly ,

R ic h a rd  C le m o n s , V . K r C ,

J o  /• T ,  M
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