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FURTHER REFERRALS:Date Referred: January 10, 1994 

Date of Committee Action: ^  J ~7 / 9 V

The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered:

Judiciary

HB 323

HOUSE BILL NO. 323 RELEASE OF CERTAIN DEATH CERT. INFO

"An Act authorizing the Bureau of Vital Statistics to release certain information for the purpose of organ and 
tissue donations."

RECOMMENDATIONS:
be replaced w ith_______
[ ] have attached amendments(s) 
[X] do pass 
[ ] do not pass 
[ ] no recommendations 
[ ] individual recommendations 
[ ] additional referral to th e____

C - S  H-&  3 , 3 3
[ j the same title

-U fla new

Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): (Dcpt)

[ ] fiscal impact________________________

APPROVES PREVIOUS:

[ ] fiscal note(s)______

(Dcpl/Daw)

[X] zero fiscal note lA- + S > Q p u c i ^  s~f£ > vt [ ] zero fiscal note(s)
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/  THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO
DISCUSS HOUSE BILL 323.

FOR PURPOSES OF PRESENTATION AND 
DISCUSSION. I WOULD ASK THAT THE 
COMMITTEE ADOPT THE CS WHICH ALL 
MEMBERS HAVE IN THEIR FILE.

(WAIT FOR COMMITTEE TO ADOPT CS)

THIS BILL WOULD HELP FACILITATE ORGAN 
AND TISSUE DONATIONS.

OVER 300 TISSUE AND ORGAN TRANSPLANTS 
ARE ANTICIPATED THIS YEAR. THIS 
INCLUDES TENDON, BONE, TISSUE, 
CORNEAL, HEART VALVE, AND BONE 
TRANSPLANTS.

FOR THE FAMILIES WHO HAVE DONATED 
THE TISSUE OR ORGANS OF THEIR LOVED 
ONE, THIS CAN PROVIDE GREAT 
CONSOLATION FOR THAT FAMILY TO KNOW 
ONE OR SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS HAVE HAD 
QUALITY OF LIFE IMPROVE BECAUSE OF THE 
DONATION.

CURRENTLY STATUTE RESTRICTS THE 
RELEASE OF INFORMATION FROM DEATH 
CERTIFICATES IN THE BUREAU OF VITAL 
STATISTICS. IN THE CASE OF ORGAN AND 
TISSUE DONATION. THIS MAY MEAN THAT 
POTENTIAL DONORS ARE LOST DUE TO 
DELAY SINCE TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE IN 
HARVESTING THE TISSUE.



HB323 WOULD ENABLE A BANK, STORAGE 
FACILITY, OR PERSON WHO HANDLES 
PROCUREMENT OF ANATOMICAL GIFTS TO 
OBTAIN THE NECESSARY INFOR?TATION 
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL SERVICES WITHIN A TIME-I RAME 
ALLOWING FOR SUCCESSFUL DONATION.

THE INFORMATION WOULD BE CONTAINED:

1. ON THE CERTIFICATE
2. COLLECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT 

FOR COMPLETING THE CERTIFICATE OR
3. IN INFORMATION FROM OTHER VITAL 

HUMAN RECORDS, ( s u p p l e m e n t a l  c o r o n e r ' s  r e p o r t

IS AN EXAMPLE)

TO ASSURE THE MOST EXPEDIENT PROCESS, 
OBTAINING THIS INFORMATION FROM THE 
MEDICAL EXAMINER OR THE BUREAU PRIOR 
TO ITS OFFICIALLY APPEARING ON THE 
DEATH CERTIFICATE NECESSITATES THE 
BROADER DEFINITION. WHEN A DEATH 
OCCURS, THE MEDICAL EXAMINER IS ONE 
OF THE FIRST TO KNOW.

4

THE PERTINENT INFORMATION WOULD 
CONSIST OF:

1. THE NAME OF THE PERSON WHO 
COULD EXECUTE THE ANATOMICAL GIFT

2. THE MEDICAL SUITABILITY OF THE 
POTENTIAL DONATION.



IN OTHER WORDS, THIS INFORMATION 
WOULD ALLOW THE PERSON POTENTIALLY 
PROCURING THE DONATION TO KNOW:

1. IF THE TISSUE OR ORGAN WAS 
HEALTHY

2. WHO TO CONTACT TO OBTAIN 
PERMISSION IN A TIMELY MANNER TO 
ALLOW SUCCESSFUL HARVESTING.

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL 
SERVICES AND THE COURT SYSTEM ARE
STRONGLY SUPPORTIVE OF THIS
LEGISLATION. IT HAS TWO ZERO FISCAL
NOTES

I WOULD BE GLAD TO GO OVER THE CS IN 
DETAIL IF THE COMMITTEE DESIRES OR 
ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS.

ALSO JENS SAAKVITNE FROM LIFE, ALASKA 
AL ZANGRI FROM THE BUREAU OF VITAL 
STATISTICS, AND CHRIS CHRISTIANSON 
FROM THE COURT SYSTEM ARE HERE TO 
RESPOND TO QUESTIONS, TOO.
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J e n s  saakv ilno  sa id  h e  h a s  s e e n  d ram allc  im p ro v em en t In th e  availability of llssuo  s in ce  Iho atari o l Lilo Alaska.

ANOTHER CHANCE AT LIFE

'*»■' tn/wr >v» ^
p ic lu 'ed  wilh h is  d a u g h te rs  M artha, righ t, w ho  Is In 

r ol m edical schoo l, a n d  R eb e cca , 2 2 ,  w ho g ra d u a lo d  Irom 
Iniverslty litis year.

T i s s u e  d o n a t io n  p ro g ra m  
k e e p s  its  f o c u s  o r living
By NICOLE WONG 
Da^y News reporter

Je n s  S n n k v itn e  ca lled  nl 
8:10 th e  m orn ing  a f te r  Joyce 
B u rt 's  h u sb an d  d ied . He has 
m ode m an y  of the se  calls. It 
is a lw a y s  a bad  tim e. It is 
a lw a y s  d ifficu lt.

You need  to  th in k  abou t 
fu n e ra l  a r ra n g e m e n ts , he 
to ld  Jo y ce . Y ou need to  
th in k  ab o u t w h a t you w ont 
to  do  w ith  R ay 's  body. One 
o f th e  op tio n s  you  have is 
t is su e  donation .

"T h e re  is no w rong  deci­
s io n .'*  S a a k v i tn c  as su red  
her.

R ay B urt d ied  from  a 
h ea rt a t ta c k  tw o  w eeks ngo 
ol age 08. It w as a su rp rise  
to  Joyce , even  though  her 
h u sb an d  im d been In and out 
of th e  h o sp ita l fo r th e  lost 
few  m o n th s. U ut Ray hod

o lw ays m. m l to donate  his 
tissues anc organs, so w hen 
S a ak v itn c  o i l e d ,  she d id n 't 
h es ita te .

S an k v ltn e  Is the  d ire c to r 
of L ife  A laska Inc.. a n on ­
p ro fit com pany tha t collects 
hum an  tissue — p rim arily  
tendons, bones end corneas 
— for tra n sp lan t. Before the 
estab lish m en t of Life A laska 
(n 1991. pa tien ts  m ight w a it 
m o n th s  fo r  a tissu e  th a t  
w ould  resto re  th e ir  sight o r 
the  use o f th e ir  limbs. Now. 
most tissu es  are ava ilab le  on 
dem and.

S ince May 1992. Life Alos- 
ka  hos had  78 donors from 
around  the  s la te , and placed 
abou t 125 tissues to those in 
need. Locally donated  t i s ­
sues a re  reserved fo r A laska

Pleaso see Pa^e B-2. LIFE



L I F E :  S u p p o r t  g i v e n  t o  f a m i l i e s  o f  d e c e a s e d

Continued Itom Page B-1
use for 30 days, then the 
freeze-dried tissues are made 
available nationwide.

Ray Burt lost his left eye 
when he was 19 and serving 
In the U.S. Const Guard at 
Ketchikan. Last week, his 
right cornea was transp lant­
ed to an 89-year-otd Los An­
geles woman. The woman Is 
reported ly hea ling very 
well.

"Since he only had the 
one eye. I'm certain that Ray 
would wont someone else to 
have the other if they could 
use It ," Joyce said.

In Saakvitne's H years 
working for organ and tissue 
banks in Co lo rado . New 
York and now Alaska, he 
has seen homicide victims, 
accident victims, people who 
suffered prolonged illnesses 
and those who collapsed 
without warning.

But while keeping compa­
ny with the dead. Saakvitnc 
remains keenly focused on 
the living. He devotes his 
at I cot ion to the widow or 
widower, the children, and 
the person — possibly thou­
sands of miles away — who 
needs a heart valve, a new 
cornea or a bit o f pate l lar 
tendon.

He must do all this to the 
tick of the clock. Human 
tissues have to be removed 
within 24 hours after death 
to be viable for transplant. 
Corneas, the strong refrac­
tive lenses of the eye. must 
be removH within 12 hours 
and transplanted within five 
days.

In the last year, Sank- 
vilnc has flown as far north 
as Fairbanks and as fa r  
south as Ketchikan to roach

the body In lime.
But when he talks to the 

families o f  the deceased. 
Saakv itnc  tr ies to o f fe r  
them as much ns he seeks.

Saakvitnc spends as many 
as 85 hours a week not only 
finding donors, but provid­
ing support fo r their fami­
lies. He describes himself as 
a person who likes to help 
others In need.

Sitting in his small, pa­
per-scattered off ice, Saak- 
vltne ta lks about his Job — 
the phone calls, the time 
pressure and the Inevitable 
grief — with a quiet, but 
confident voice.

“ I don't discuss recipi­
ents, o r  how many patients 
are w a i t in g ,"  Saakv ltn e  
said. " I  think that's laying a 
guilt trip on them, and If 
they have regrets the next 
week then I haven't done anyone any good."

Saakv ltne  usua lly  tel ls 
the families about the proce­
dure of a coroner's Investiga­
tion. They can expect to wait 
between 12 and 24 hours for 
the body to be released. 
They should be choosing a 
funeral home. They might 
want to contact one of sever­
al support services available 
for recent widows, widowers 
and children of the deceased. 
Saakvltne keeps a list on 
hand.

"Jons was very helpful 
about explaining things you 
need to be thinking about, 
because you're not thinking 
very c lea r ly .”  Joyce Burt said.

Saakvltne called her sev­
eral times on the day after 
her husband's death. He of­
fered to pick up hospital 
papers she needed to sign.

and asked If she would be 
all right until her daughters 
arrived frorr. the Lower <8.

" I  could have called him 
and he would have done 
most anything I asked," 
Joyce said.

While some people are un­
comfortable with the Idea of 
human tissue and organ do­
nation, Soakvitne said near­
ly 80 percent of the families 
lie his called over the last 
year have agreed to the do­
nation. None of the families 
he's called -  even the ones 
who decline to donate — has 
ever gotten angry, Saak- 
vitne said.

Burt said she and her hus­
band had often discussed or­
gan and tissue donation, par­
ticularly since their eldest 
daughter had entered medi­
cal school. But when Ray 
died, no one at Providence 
Hospita l mentioned dona­
tion. even though federal 
and slate laws require fami­
lies to be given that option.

“ I didn't know what the 
rules we re ,”  Joyce said. 
"Because they don't ask, 
you think everyone Is trying 
to be nice. You think they're 
too nice to say that they 
don't want to use your loved 
one's parts."

Saakvltne contacted Joyce 
after seeing the coroner’s re­
port on Ray's death the fo l­
lowing day. Daily review of 
local coroner's reports Is 
how Saakvltne locates most donors.

"I'm calling to offer this 
free service o f Information 
. . .  and some compassion. 
Everything I do is aimed at 
Hie family's needs." Saak- 
vitne said. "S t i l l  It does 
amaze me, the number of 
families that say yes."

But while most families 
have been receptive lo the 
Idea o f donation so far, (he 
rest o f society Isn’ t, said Dr. 
David A. McGuire, an ortho­
pedic surgeon who was a 
founding d irec tor o f  Life 
Alaska.

"There's a certain amount 
of unawareness among ER 
doctors, police, paramedics, 
legislators — the whole spec­
trum of society," McGuire 
said. Yet tissue transplant Is 
being used more often, and 
more safely, than ever be­
fore. he added. Life Alaska 
has made tissues available 
fo r those patients who 
choose transplants as a med­
ical option.

Saakvltne goes over the 
medical history o f  each do­
nor. then he and a surgical 
team remove the viable tis­
sues In a hospital operating 
room. The body Is restored 
so that an open-casket funer­
al is possible I f  the family 
wishes.

"Sometimes In ta lking 
with families I become so 
Involved with their pain 
that I wit) be In tears at the 
-nd." Saakvltne said.

The most diff icult cases 
are often the ones where a 
child has died. Last week, 
Saakvltne sat down with the 
parents of a young girl who 
died In a car accident. He 
told them a piece of her 
heart valve had been trans­
planted to another -h lld who 
was now expected to live a 
normal, healthy life.

“ My voice kept b reak ­
in g , "  S a a k v l t n e  said. 
"There's nothing can do 
lo make it OK , but I like to 
think that I helpe I just a 
little bit ."
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 323( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE TOOHEY

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the release of certain information for the purpose of 

facilitating anatomical gifts."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It is the intent of the legislature that a recipient 

of information from the Department of Health and Social Services under AS 18.50.310(i), 

enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, is encouraged to use reasonable discretion and sensitivity when 

contacting a person about a potential gift so that the recipient avoids offending the person’s 

religious beliefs or causing the person undue emotional distress.

* Sec. 2. AS 18.50.310 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(i) If, to facilitate an anatomical gift under AS 13.50, a person who is a bank 

or storage facility or who handles the procurement of anatomical gifts requests 

information contained in or collected by the department for the purpose of completing 

death certificates or other vital statistics, the department may release the requested 

information to the requestor. The information released may include information



relating to the medical suitability of the potential gift for the intended purpose and the 

names of the persons who are identified in AS 13.50.010(b). In this subsection, "bank 

or storage facility" has the meaning given in AS 13.50.070.

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T

C S H B  323C ) -2-
N ew  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  ( D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]



Alaska State Legislature
H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

SPONSOR STATEMENT
HOUSE BILL 323

"An Act authorizing the Bureau of Vital Statistics to release certain 
information for the purpose of organ and tissue donations."

House Bill 323 would allow the Bureau of Vital Statistics to release 
pertinent information, contained on a death certificate, to a person who 
provides transplant sendees for bodily organs or tissues. That information 
would include the next of kin and the medical suitability of the decedent.
This amendment to current statute would enable a transplant agency to 
obtain the information necessary to contact and obtain consent from next of 
kin within a timeframe which would allow for successful donation if 
the.decedent was determined to be medically suitable. Timing is of the 
essence. The harvesting of tissue must usually be done within the first 
twenty-four hours after death.
It is anticipated there will be over 300 tissue and organ transplant requests 
by Alaskans in 1994. This includes tendon, bone, tisse, corneal, and bone 
transplants. This can make a tremendous difference in the quality of life of 
the recipient of the transplant and can often provide a certain solace to the 
decedent's family and friends.
The Department of Health and Social Services and the Court system are 
strongly supportive of HB323. It has zero fiscal notes.
Your support of this bill would be appreciated.

O fficial Business

■̂pcmSoc SicJrtment



P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

H B  3 2 3  ( H o u s e  H E S )

HB 3 2 3  i n s e r t s  n ew  s u b s e c t i o n  ( i )  i n t o  AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 3 1 0  t h a t  
p e r m i t s  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  t o  a l l o w  r e l e a s e  o f  
d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  n e x t  o f  k i n  a n d  
m e d i c a l  s u i t a b i l i t y  f o r  o r g a n  o r  t i s s u e  d o n a t i o n  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  f o r  t r a n s p l a n t s  o f  
b o d i l y  o r g a n s  o r  t i s s u e s .

I
 B a c k g r o u n d :

A l a s k a ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  y o u n g e r  t h a n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  a n d  
p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  b o t h  o c c u p a t i o n s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
t h a t  a r e  m o r e  r i s k y  t h a n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e .  T h e r e f o r e  a  
l a r g e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  o f  d e c e d e n t s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  s u i t a b l e  
f o r  d o n a t i o n  o f  o r g a n s  a n d  t i s s u e .  T h e  w i n d o w  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  

> h a r v e s t  o f  u s e a b l e  d o n a t i o n s  i s  s m a l l ,  i n  m a n y  c a s e  2 4  h o u r s  
i o r  l e s s .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  a c c e p t
\ d o n a t i o n s  b e  o b t a i n e d  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .

AS  1 8 . 5 0  d o e s  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  a l l o w  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  o b t a i n  t i m e l y  d o n a t i o n s .

P o s i t i o n :

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
: t i m e l y  d o n a t i o n  o f  u s e a b l e  o r g a n s  a n d  t i s s u e s  s o  l o n g  a s  i t
! d o e s  n o t  c o m p r o m i s e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s
I a n d  p r o c e d u r e s .  T h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  c a n  m a k e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e
I b e t w e e n  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h  t o  c i t i z e n s  o f  A l a s k a .

:: T h e r e f o r e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

S R e c o m m e n d e d  b y :  / - , t  i
P e t e r  . I f T - N a k a m u r a  ; MD,  MPH 
D i r e c t o r
D i v i s i o n "  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h

A p p r o v e d  b y :

D a t e :

C o m m i s s i o n e r

D a t e :

G : \ a d m s e c \ w p 5 1 \ s h a r o n _ l \ H B 3 2 3 . pos



STATE OF ALASKA

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL AN AL YS IS

pEPARTMENT

H&SS
DIVISION DILI. NUMBER SPONSOR

Public Health Toohey
SHORT TITLE OF DILL

An Act Authorizing the Bureau o f  Vital Statistics to release certain information for the purpose o f  organ and tissue donation
d e p a r t m e n t  p o s it io n

The Department supports this bill

p r e p a r e d  b y d a t e lOM MlSSIONER-SSK .ATURK DATE f

i - M -11/13/94

SUMMARY
OTHER ACENCIES AFFECTED BY BILL CONSTITUENT CROUP(S) AFFECTED BY BILL

NoneAlaska Court System

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT FOR BILL ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSITION TO BILL

none knownOrgan and tissue harvesting organizations

Q  n o n eFISCAL IMPACT: FISCAL NOTE ATTACHED

BACKGROUND/LEGISLATIVE INTENT

Life Alaska, a tissue harvesting organization requested and received the cooperation o f  the Department o f  Health and Social Services 
in finding language that w ould allow  tissues and organs to be harvested in a timely manner under Alaska law.

ANALYSIS OF BILL/PROGRAM EFFECTS

This bill w ill allow  the Department to release information for harvest o f  needed tissue without impeding either legal or public health 
investigations. The Department strongly supports this bill

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED

PLEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET FOR ADDITIONAL COMMENTS OR ANALYSIS
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S e c . 1 8 .5 0 .3 1 0 . D i s c l o s u r e  o f  r e c o r d s ,  (a )  T o  p ro te c t  th e  in te g r i ty  
o f  v i ta l  s t a t i s t i c s  re c o rd s , to  e n s u re  t h e i r  p r o p e r  u s e ,  a n d  to  e n s u r e  th e  
e f f ic ie n t a n d  p ro p e r  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  s y s te m , i t  is 
u n la w fu l  fo r  a  p e rs o n  to p e r m it  in s p e c tio n  of, o r  to  d isc lo se  in fo rm a ­
tio n  c o n ta in e d  in  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  re c o rd s , o r  to  copy  o r  is s u e  a  copy o f 
a ll o r  p a r t  o f  a  re c o rd , e x c e p t a s  p ro v id e d  b y  t h i s  s e c tio n  o r  a s  a u th o ­
riz e d  b y  r e g u la t io n s  is s u e d  u n d e r  th i s  c h a p te r .

(b) T h e  b u r e a u  m a y  p e r m it  th e  u se  o f  d a t a  c o n ta in e d  in  v i ta l  s t a t i s ­
t ic s  re c o rd s  fo r  r e s e a r c h  p u rp o se s .

(c) Inform ation  in vital s ta tis tics  records ind ica ting  th a t  a b irth  
occurred ou t of wedlock shall not be disclosed except upon order of a 
superior court or as provided by regula tions .

(d) A p p e a ls  fro m  d e c is io n s  o f th e  c u s to d ia n s  o f  lo ca l re c o rd s  r e f u s ­
in g  d is c lo s u re  u n d e r  (a) a n d  (b) o f  th i s  s e c t io n  s h a l l  be  m a d e  to  th e  
s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r ,  w h o se  d e c is io n  is  b in d in g  u p o n  th e  c u s to d ia n  o f loca l 
re c o rd s .

(e) T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  m a y  by  r e g u la t io n  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  r e le a s e  o f 
in f o r m a t io n  to  a u th o r iz e d  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n s  o r  fo u n d a ­
t io n s  t h a t  c o u n se l th e  n e x t  o f  k in  o f  v ic t im s  o f  s u d d e n  in f a n t  d e a th  
s y n d ro m e .

(0  N o tw i th s ta n d in g  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  A S  0 9 .2 5 .1 2 0 , w h e n  100  y e a r s  
h a v e  e la p s e d  a f t e r  th e  d a te  o f  a  b i r th ,  o r  5 0  y e a r s  h a v e  e la p s e d  a f t e r  
th e  d a te  o f  a  d e a th ,  m a r r ia g e ,  d iv o rc e , d is s o lu t io n  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  o r  
a n n u lm e n t ,  th e  re c o rd s  o f  th e s e  e v e n ts  in  th e  c u s to d y  o f  th e  s t a t e  
r e g i s t r a r  b e c o m e  p u b lic  re c o rd s  s u b je c t  to  in s p e c t io n  a n d  c o p y in g  a s  
p ro v id e d  in  A S  0 9 .2 5 .1 1 0  —  0 9 .2 5 .1 4 0 .

(g) T h e  p r in c ip a l  h e a l th  o ffice r o f  a  m u n ic ip a l i ty ,  o r  a  m u n ic ip a l  
h e a l th  o ff ic e r  d e s ig n a te d  by  th e  p r in c ip a l  h e a l t h  o ffice r, m a y  in s p e c t  
v i ta l  s t a t i s t i c s  re c o rd s  p e r t i n e n t  to  t h e  f u n c t io n s  o f  th e  p r in c ip a l  
h e a l th  o ffice r. T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  m a y  e n t e r  in to  a n  a g r e e m e n t  w i th  a 
m u n ic ip a l i ty  g o v e rn in g  th e  c o n d it io n s  a n d  p u r p o s e s  o f  th o s e  in s p e c ­
t io n s .

(h ) In  th i s  s e c tio n  " p r in c ip a l  h e a l th  o f f ic e r” m e a n s  th e  m u n ic ip a l  
o ff ic ia l w h o  is  e x e rc is in g  h e a l th  p o w e rs  a n d  w h o  is  p r im a r i ly  r e s p o n s i ­
b le  fo r  p u b lic  h e a l th  in  th e  m u n ic ip a l i ty .  (§ 2 7  ch  118  S L A  1960 ; a m  
§ 1 ch  132  S L A  1978; §§ 1, 2 ch  25  S L A  1 9 8 4 ; a m  § 11 ch  2 0 0  S L A  
1 990)

E ffect o f am endm ents. — The 1990 
amendment substituted "AS 09.25.110 — 
09.25.140" for "AS 09.25.110 and AS 
09.25.121 — 09.25.125" in subsection (0.

O pinions o f attorney general. — The 
Bureau of Vital Statistics is authorized 
under its regulation, 7 AAC 05.925, to 
comply with requests for copies of docu­
ments made by the Longevity Bonus Pro­
gram when necessary to perform its statu­
tory duty of determining an individual's 
eligibility to receive the longevity bonus, 
unless otherwise prohibited by federal 
law. February 4, 1981 Op. Att’y Gen.

Although some provisions of a bill 
which would have accorded adopted per­
sons who are 18 years of age nr older a 
statutory' right to a potentially substan­
tial amount of information about their 
"natural” parents, and which would make 
it clear that Alaska's adoption statutes do 
not prohibit court-sanctioned post-adop­
tion visitation between adopted persons 
and their natural parents and relatives, 
could have engendered a constitutional 
challenge, the challenge would not have 
been fatal to the entire bill. June 5, 1986, 
Op. Att'y Gen.
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Section
10. Persons who may execute an ana­

tomical gift 
14. Requests by hospitals for anatomical 

gifts
16. Investigations by law enforcement 

and medical personnel

Sec. 13.50.010. P e r s o n s  w h o  m a y  e x e c u te  a n  a n a to m ic a l  gift,
(a) A person of sound m ind who is 18 or more yea rs  of age m ay m ak e  a 
gift to take  effect upon death , of all or a part  of the person’s body for a 
purpose specified in AS 13.50.020.

(b) W hen persons in prior classes are  not ava ilab le  a t  the  tim e  of 
death, and in the absence of ac tual notice of con tra ry  indications by 
the decedent or actual notice of opposition by a m em ber  of the  sam e or 
a prior class, any of the  following persons, in order of priority  listed, 
may give all or a p a r t  of the  decedent’s body for a  purpose specified in 
AS 13.50.020:

(1) the  spouse;
(2) an  a du lt  son or daugh ter;
(3) e ither  parent;

(4) an  ad u lt  b ro ther  or sister;
(5) a guard ian  of the  decedent a t  the  tim e of death;
(6) any o ther  person au tho r ized  or unde r  obligation to dispose of the  

body.
(c) The persons au thorized  by (b) of th is  section m ay m ake  the gift 

after  or im m ediately  before death .
(d) If  the  donee has ac tual  notice of con tra ry  indications by the 

decedent or th a t  a gift by a m em ber of a class is opposed by a m em ber 
of the sam e or a prior class, the  donee m ay  not accept the gift. How­
ever, an anatom ical gift t h a t  is no t revoked by the  donor before death  
is irrevocable and does not requ ire  the  consent or concurrence of any 
person after  the donor's death .

(e) A gift of all or a  p a r t  of a body au thorizes  any  exam ination  
necessary to assure  medical acceptability  of the  gift for the purposes 
intended.

(f) The righ ts  of the donee c rea ted  by the gift a re  superior to fhe 
righ ts  of o thers  except as  provided in AS 13.50.060(d). ($ 1 ch 78 SLA 
1972; am  5 1  ch 43 SLA 1988; am  § 1 ch 22 SLA 1991)

Effect of amendments. —  The 1988 The 1991 amendment, effective Septem-
amendment substituted "18" for "19“ in ber 8. 1991, in subsection Id), added the
subsection la). second sentence.

C h a p te r  50. U n ifo rm

S e c t io n
30. Manner of executing anatomical 

gifts
60. Rights and duties at death 
65. Regulations 
70. Definitions

A n a to m ic a l  G ift A ct.



Sec. 13.50.070. D e f in i t io n s .  In th is  chap te r
(1) "bank  or s torage  facility" m eans  a facility licensed, accredited, 

or approved under the  laws of any s ta te  for s torage  of h u m an  bodies or 
pa r ts  of them;

(2) "decedent” m eans  a deceased individual, s ti l lborn  infant, or 
fetus;

(3) "donor” m eans a n  individual who m akes  a gift of all or a p a r t  of 
the  ind iv idual’s body;

(4) "gift” m eans an  ana tom ical gift of  all o r  p a r t  of a  person’s body;
(5) "hosp ita l” m eans  a  hospital licensed, accredited, or approved 

u n d e r  the  laws of any  sta te ; or a hosp ita l  operated  by the U nited  
S ta te s  governm ent, or a subdivision thereof, a lthough  not required  to 
be licensed under  s ta te  laws;

(6) " p a r t” m eans organs, tissues, eyes, bones, a rte ries , blood, o ther  
fluids and  any o ther  portions of a h u m a n  body;

(7) "physic ian” or "su rgeon” m eans a  physic ian  or su rgeon  licensed 
or au thorized  to practice  unde r  the law s of any state;

(8) " s ta te ” includes any  sta te , d istr ic t, com m onw ealth , terr ito ry , 
in su la r  possession, and  any  o ther  a re a  subject to the legisla tive  a u ­
tho ri ty  of the  United  States. (§ 1 ch 78 SLA 1972; am § 6 ch 43 SLA 
1988)

R evisor's notes. — This section was E ffect o f  am endm ents. — The 1988 
reorganized in 1988 to alphabetize the do- amendment inserted paragraph (4). 
fined terms.
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Life Alaska, Inc.
T issue P ro cu rem en t  S e rv ic e s

P.O . Box 230785  
A nchorage. AK. 99523-0785  

(907) 562-5433  
F A X  563-8824

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C y n t h i a  T o o h e y  J a n u a r y  1 8 ,  1 9 9 4

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T o o h e y :

T h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  n e a r l y  t h r e e  

h u n d r e d  t i s s u e  t r a n s p l a n t s  a  y e a r  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  

s k i n  t r a n s p l a n t s  f o r  s e v e r e  b u r n s /  c o r n e a l  t r a n s p l a n t s ,  t e n d o n  

t r a n s p l a n t s  f o r  k n e e  a n d  s h o u l d e r  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  b o n e  t r a n s p l a n t s .  

B o n e  t r a n s p l a n t s  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  i n  A l a s k a  f o r  j a w  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  

a f t e r  b o n e  c a n c e r ,  s a v i n g  a  l e g  f r o m  a m p u t a t i o n  a f t e r  b o n e  t u m o r  

r e m o v a l ,  r e p a i r  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  h i p s  a n d  k n e e s ,  t r a u m a  s u r g e r y  b y  

o r t h o p e d i c  a n d  n e u r o s u r g e o n s ,  a n d  d e n t a l  r e p a i r  b y  p e r i o d o n t i s t s .  

L i f e  A l a s k a  i s  s u p p l y i n g  h e a r t - v a l v e s  f o r  p e d i a t r i c  a n d  a d u l t  

h e a r t - v a l v e  t r a n s p l a n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  N o r t h w e s t .  P r o v i d e n c e  

H o s p i t a l  w i l l  b e g i n  t r a n s p l a n t i n g  h e a r t - v a l v e s  b y  t h i s  s u m m e r .  A s  

t h e  o n l y  t i s s u e  d o n a t i o n  a g e n c y  b a s e d  i n  A l a s k a ,  w e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  

u n a b l e  t o  m e e t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s  t r a n s p l a n t  n e e d s  i n  a  t i m e l y  

m a n n e r .  H o u s e  B i l l  n u m b e r  3 2 3  w i l l  b e  a  t e r r i f i c  a s s e t  i n  

p r o v i d i n g  m o r e  t r a n s p l a n t  t i s s u e  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .

F o r  t h e  l a s t  o n e  a n d  a  h a l f  y e a r s ,  L i f e  A l a s k a  h a s  b e e n  

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c o n t a c t  d e c e d e n t  f a m i l i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o r o n e r ' s  

o f f i c e .  B e c a u s e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c u r r e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  r e l e a s e  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  o n  a  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  L i f e  A l a s k a  w a s  n e t  

a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  a  n e x t  o f  k i n  o r  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  m e d i c a l  s u i t a b i l i t y  

o f  d o n a t i o n  f o r  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  c o r o n e r ' s  c a s e s .  Y e t ,  o f  t h e  t h i r t y  

t w o  f a m i l i e s  L i f e  A l a s k a  w a s  a b l e  t o  r e a c h ,  t w e n t y  s i x  c o n s e n t e d  

t o  t i s s u e  d o n a t i o n .  O v e r  8 0 %  o f  t h e  d e c e d e n t  f a m i l i e s  a p p r o a c h e d  

b y  L i f e  A l a s k a  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  t h e  g i f t  o f  l i f e  a n d  h e a l t h  

t o  s o m e o n e  e l s e .  N e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

d o n a t i o n  w a s  a  s o u r c e  o f  c o m f o r t  a n d  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e m .

H o u s e  B i l l  3 2 3  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  r a p i d  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  w a y  f o r  

L i f e  A l a s k a  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  d o n a t i o n  o p t i o n s ,  a n d  

b e  a b l e  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  a s  a n  i n f o r m a t i o n  

r e s o u r c e  t o  o f f e r  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  d o n a t i o n  i n  a  s e n s i t i v e  m a n n e r .  

S i m i l a r  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h a r i n g  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  b e e n  e f f e c t i v e  i n  

C o l o r a d o ,  C a l i f u r n -  j ,  T e r r a s ,  M i s s o u r i ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  C n  

b e h a l f  o f  a l l  t h e  f a m i l i e s  w h o  a r e  g i v e n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c h o o s e ,  a n d  

t h e  r e c i p i e n t  f a m i l i e s  w h o  a r e  g i v e n  t h e  g i f t  o f  l i f e  a n d  h e a l t h ,  

t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  w o r t h w h i l e  p r o j e c t .

J

• J e n s  S a a k v i t n e  

D i r e c t o r

L i A -  A t a - s  L o . j .

an Alaska nonpros'!; enrporaiicn
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J e n s  S aak v iln e  sa id  h e  n a s  s e e n  d ram a tic  im provem ent in th e  availability of tis s u e  s in ce  th e  s ta rt c f Life A laska.

ANOTHER CHANCE AT LIFE
T i s s u e  d o n a t io n  p r o g r a m  
k e e p s  i ts  f o c u s  o ri liv ing

»>».**» cnrMi >v« l*n
p ic tu red  with his d a u g h to rs  M artha, right, w ho Is In 

r of m ed ical sch o o l, a n d  R e b e c c a . 22. w ho g ra d u a te d  from 
Jniversity th is  year.

By NICOLE WONG
Daily News reporter

Jen s  S n n k v itn o  ca lled  a t  
8:30 th e  m o rn in g  a f te r  Joyce 
B u rt 's  h u sb an d  d ied . l ie  has 
m ade m a n y  o f  th e se  colls. It 
Is a lw ay s a bad  tim e. It is 
a lw a y s  d ifficu lt.

You need to  th in k  ab o u t 
fu n e rn l a r r a n g e m e n ts ,  Jic 
to ld  Jo y c e . Y ou need  to  
th in k  ab o u t w h a t > u w an t 
lo  do w ith  R ay ’s body. O ne 
of th e  o p tio n s  you have  Is 
t issu e  d o n a tio n .

"T h e re  is no w rong  drcl- 
s 'o n ,"  S n n k v itn o  a s s u re d  
her.

n a y  B urt d ied  from  a 
h e a rt a t ta c k  tw o  w eeks ago 
at age 88. It w as a  su rp rise  
to  Joyce, even  th ough  h e r  
husb an d  bad  been  In an d  out 
o f th e  h o sp ita l fo r (he la st 
few  m on ths. B ut R ay had

a lw a y s  rnenn t to  don a te  h is  
tissu es  and  o rg an s , so w hen  
S a a k v i tn c  ca lled , she d id n 't  
h e s ita te .

S n n k v itn o  is th e  d ire c to r  
of L ife A la sk a  Inc., a n o n ­
p ro fit co m p an y  th a t co llects  
hum an  tissu e  — p rim a rily  
tendons, bones and  co rneas 
— for t r a n sp la n t.  Before th e  
e s ta b lish m e n t o f L ife A lask a  
in 1091. p a t ie n ts  m igh t w a it 
m o n th s  fo r  a t i s s u e  th a t  
w ould  re s to re  th e ir  s ig h t o r 
th e  use o f th e ir  lim bs. N ow, 
m ost tissu es  a rc  av a ila b le  on 
dem and .

S ince M ay 1092. Life A las- 
kn h as  had  78 donors from  
aro u n d  th e  s ta te , and  p laced  
abou t 125 tissu es  to  loose  In 
need. L ocally  d n n im d  t i s ­
sues a re  rese rv ed  for A laska

Ploaso see Pago B-2. LIFE
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L I F E :  S u p p o r t  g i v e n  t o  f a m i l i e s  o f  d e c e a s e d

Conllnuod bom Pago 0-1
use for 30 days. Ihen the 
freczc-drled tissues are made 
available nationwide.

Ray Burt lost his left eye 
when he was 19 and serving 
in the U.S. Coast Guard at 
Ketchikan. Last week, his 
right corncn was transp lant­
ed to an 89-ycar old Los An­
geles woman. The woman Is 
reported ly  hea ling very  
well.“ Since he on ly had the 
one eye. I'm certain that Ray 
would want someone else to 
have the other if they could 
use it ,"  Joyce said.

In Saakvitr.e ’s 14 years 
working for organ and tissue 
banks in Co lo rado , New 
York and now Alaska, he 
has seen homicide victims, 
accident victims, people who 
suffered prolonged illnesses 
and those who collapsed 
without warning.But while keeping compa­
ny with the dead. Saakvitnc 
remains keenly focused on 
the living. He devotes his 
attention to the widow or 
widower, the children, and 
the person - possibly thou­
sands of ml.es away — who 
needs a heart valve, a new 
comea or a bit o f patel lar 
tendon.He must do all this to the 
‘.i rk o f the clock. Human 
tissues have to be removed 
within 24 hours after death 
to be viable for transplant. 
Corneas, the strong refrac­
tive lenses of the eye. must 
be removed within 12 hours 
and transplanted within five 
days.

in the last year. Sank- 
vitnc has flown as fa r north 
as Fa irbanks and as fa r  
south as Ketchikan In reach

the body In time.
But when he talks to the 

families o f  the deceased, 
Saakv ltne  t r ies  to o f f e r  
them as much as he seeks.

Saakvltne spends as many 
as 85 hours a week not only 
finding donors, but provid­
ing support for their fam i­
lies. He describes himself as 
a person who likes to help 
others In need.

Sitting In his small, pa­
per-scattered off ice, Saak- 
vltne talks about his Job — 
the phone calls, the time 
pressure and the Inevitable 
grief — with a quiet, but 
confident voice.

“ I don't discuss recipi­
ents, or how many patients 
are w a i l in g . "  S aak v ltn e  
said. “ I think that's laying a 
guilt trip on them, and If 
they have regrets the next 
week then I haven't done anyone any good.’ 1

Saakv itne usua l ly  tel ls 
the families about the proce­
dure of a coroner's investiga­
tion. They can expect to wait 
between 12 and 24 hours for 
the body to be released. 
They should be choosing a 
funeral home. They might 
want to contact one o f sever­
al support services available 
for recent widows, widowers 
and children o f the deceased. 
Saakvitne keeps a list on 
hand.

“ Jens was very helpful 
about explaining things you 
need to be thinking about, 
becnuse you're not thinking 
very c lea r ly ,"  Joyce Burt 
said.

Saakvltne called her sev­
eral times on the day after 
her husband's death. He o f ­
fered lo pick up hospital 
papers she needed to sign.

and asked If she would be 
all right until her daughters 
arrived from the Lower 48.

" I  could have called him 
and he would have done 
most anything I asked ," 
Joyce said.

While some people are un­
comfortable with the Idco of 
humon tissue and organ do­
nation, Soakvltne said near­
ly 80 percent o f the families 
lie has called over the lost 
year have agreed to the do­
nation. None of the families 
he’s called — even the ones 
who decline to donate — has 
ever gotten angry, S a ak ­
vitne said.

Bur l said she and her hus­
band had often discussed or­
gan and tissue donation, par­
ticularly since their eldest 
daughter hod entered medi­
cal school. But when Ray 
died, no one at Providence 
Hosp ita l mentioned dona­
tion, even though federal 
nnd state laws require fami­
lies to be given (hot option.

" I  didn't know what the 
rules w e re ."  Joyce said. 
"Because they don't ask, 
you think everyone Is trying 
to be nice. You think they're 
too nice to say that they 
don't want to use your loved 
one's parts."

Saakvltne contacted Joyce 
after seeing the coroner's re­
port on Ray's death the fo l­
lowing day. Doily review of 
local coroner's reports Is 
how Saakvitne locates most 
donors.

" I'm calling to offer this 
free service of Information 
. . .  and some compassion. 
Everything I do Is aimed at 
the family 's needs," Saak­
vitnc said. ''Stil l It does 
amaze me, the number of 
families that say yes.”

But while most families 
have been receptive to the 
Idea of donation so far, the 
rest of society Isn't, said Dr. 
David A. McGuire, an ortho­
pedic surgeon who was a 
founding d irec tor o f Life 
Alaska.

“ There's a certain amount 
o f unawareness Among ER 
doctors, police, paramedics, 
legislators — the whole spec­
trum of society," McGuire 
sold. Yet tissue transplant is 
being used more often, and 
more safely, than ever be­
fore, he added. Life Alaska 
has made tissues available 
fo r  those patients who 
choose transplants as a med­
ical option.

Saakvltne goes over the 
medical history o f each do­
nor, then he and a surgical 
team remove the vloble tis­
sues in a hospital operating 
room. The body is restored 
so that an open-caskel funer­
al is possible If the family 
wishes.

"Sometimes In ta lk ing 
with families I become so 
Involved with their pain 
that I will be In tears at the 
end." Saakvltne said.

The most diff iculr cases 
are often the ones where a 
child I . j s  died. Last week, 
Saakvitne sat down with the 
parents of a young girl who 
died In a car accident. He 
told them a piece of her 
heart valve had been trans­
planted to another child who 
was now expected to live a 
normal, healthy life.

"My voice kept b reak ­
in g , "  S a a k v l t n e  said . 
"There's nothing you can do 
to make it OK . but I like to 
think that I helped Just a 
litt le bit."




