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THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO
DISCUSS HOUSE BILL 323.

FOR PURPOSES OF PRESENTATION AND
DISCUSSION. | WOULD ASK THAT THE
COMMITTEE ADOPT THE CS WHICH ALL
MEMBERS HAVE IN THEIR FILE.

(WAIT FOR COMMITTEE TO ADOPT CS)

THIS BILL WOULD HELP FACILITATE ORGAN
AND TISSUE DONATIONS.

OVER 300 TISSUE AND ORGAN TRANSPLANTS
ARE ANTICIPATED THIS YEAR. THIS
INCLUDES TENDON, BONE, TISSUE,
CORNEAL, HEART VALVE, AND BONE
TRANSPLANTS.

FOR THE FAMILIES WHO HAVE DONATED
THE TISSUE OR ORGANS OF THEIR LOVED
ONE, THIS CAN PROVIDE GREAT
CONSOLATION FOR THAT FAMILY TO KNOW
ONE OR SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS HAVE HAD
QUALITY OF LIFE IMPROVE BECAUSE OF THE
DONATION.

CURRENTLY STATUTE RESTRICTS THE
RELEASE OF INFORMATION FROM DEATH
CERTIFICATES IN THE BUREAU OF VITAL
STATISTICS. IN THE CASE OF ORGAN AND
TISSUE DONATION. THIS MAY MEAN THAT
POTENTIAL DONORS ARE LOST DUE TO
DELAY SINCE TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE IN
HARVESTING THE TISSUE.



HB323 WOULD ENABLE A BANK, STORAGE
FACILITY, OR PERSON WHO HANDLES
PROCUREMENT OF ANATOMICAL GIFTS TO
OBTAIN THE NECESSARY INFOR?TATION
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
SOCIAL SERVICES WITHIN A TIME-I RAME
ALLOWING FOR SUCCESSFUL DONATION.

THE INFORMATION WOULD BE CONTAINED:

1. ON THE CERTIFICATE

2. COLLECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT
FOR COMPLETING THE CERTIFICATE OR

3. IN INFORMATION FROM OTHER VITAL
HUMAN RECORDS, (supplemental coroner's report
IS AN EXAMPLE)

TO ASSURE THE MOST EXPEDIENT PROCESS,
OBTAINING THIS INFORMATION FROM THE
MEDICAL EXAMINER OR THE BUREAU PRIOR
TO ITS OFFICIALLY APPEARING ON THE
DEATH CERTIFICATE NECESSITATES THE
BROADER DEFINITION. WHEN A DEATH
OCCURS, THE MEDICAL EXAMINER IS ONE
OF THE FIRST TO KNOW.

4
THE PERTINENT INFORMATION WOULD
CONSIST OF:

1. THE NAME OF THE PERSON WHO
COULD EXECUTE THE ANATOMICAL GIFT

2. THE MEDICAL SUITABILITY OF THE
POTENTIAL DONATION.



IN OTHER WORDS, THIS INFORMATION
WOULD ALLOW THE PERSON POTENTIALLY
PROCURING THE DONATION TO KNOW:

1. IF THE TISSUE OR ORGAN WAS
HEALTHY

2. WHO TO CONTACT TO OBTAIN
PERMISSION IN A TIMELY MANNER TO
ALLOW SUCCESSFUL HARVESTING.

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL
SERVICES AND THE COURT SYSTEM ARE
STRONGLY SUPPORTIVE OF THIS
LEGISLATION. IT HAS TWO ZERO FISCAL
NOTES

| WOULD BE GLAD TO GO OVER THE CS IN
DETAIL IF THE COMMITTEE DESIRES OR
ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS.

ALSO JENS SAAKVITNE FROM LIFE, ALASKA
AL ZANGRI FROM THE BUREAU OF VITAL
STATISTICS, AND CHRIS CHRISTIANSON
FROM THE COURT SYSTEM ARE HERE TO
RESPOND TO QUESTIONS, TOO.
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Jens saakvilno said he has seen dramallc improvement In the availability of llssuo since lho atari ol Lilo Alaska.

ANOTHER CHANCE AT LIFE

Tissue donation program

piclu'ed wilh his daughters
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It

keeps its focus or

By NICOLE WONG
Da™y News reporter

Jens Snnkvitne called nl
8:10 the morning after Joyce
Burt's husband died. He has
mode many of these calls. It
is always a bad time. It is
always difficult.

You need to think about
funeral arrangements, he
told Joyce. You need to
think about what you wont
to do with Ray's body. One
of the options you have is
tissue donation.

“There is no wrong deci-
sion.”™ Saakvitnc assured
her.

Ray Burt died from a
heart attack two weeks ngo
ol age 08. It was a surprise
to Joyce, even though her
husband imd been In and out
of the hospital for the lost
few months. Uut Ray hod

living
olways m. ml to donate his
tissues anc organs, so when
Saakvitnc oiled, she didn't
hesitate.

Sankvltne Is the director
of Life Alaska Inc.. a non-
profit company that collects
human tissue — primarily
tendons, bones end corneas
— for transplant. Before the
establishment of Life Alaska
(n 1991. patients might wait
months for a tissue that
would restore their sight or
the use of their limbs. Now.
most tissues are available on
demand.

Since May 1992. Life Alos-
ka hos had 78 donors from
around the slate, and placed
about 125 tissues to those in
need. Locally donated tis-
sues are reserved for Alaska

Pleaso see Pa™e B-2. LIFE
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 323( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE TOOHEY

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to the release of certain information for the purpose of

facilitating anatomical gifts.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It is the intent of the legislature that a recipient
of information from the Department of Health and Social Services under AS 18.50.310(i),
enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, is encouraged to use reasonable discretion and sensitivity when
contacting a person about a potential gift so that the recipient avoids offending the person’s
religious beliefs or causing the person undue emotional distress.

* Sec. 2. AS 18.50.310 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(i) If, to facilitate an anatomical gift under AS 13.50, a person who is a bank
or storage facility or who handles the procurement of anatomical gifts requests
information contained in or collected by the department for the purpose of completing
death certificates or other vital statistics, the department may release the requested

information to the requestor. The information released may include information

_ CSHB 323( )
New text Underlined (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED1



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
relating to the medical suitability of the potential gift for the intended purpose and the
names of the persons who are identified in AS 13.50.010(b). In this subsection, "bank

or storage facility” has the meaning given in AS 13.50.070.

CSHB 323 ) Py
New Text Underlined (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



Alaska Stete Legistature

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Official Business State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

SPONSOR STATEMENT
HOUSE BILL 323

"An A? ct authorizj |ng the Bureau o[ Vital Stagstlcs {0 release certain
n ormatlon or"the purpose of organ and tissue donations.”

House Bill 23 wauld allow.the BureaH of Vital ?’[atIS'[ICS to release

ertinent |n ormation, ¢ nta|ned 0N a eath certificate, 10 a erso Who

rov es rans ant sen S org ﬁ|yor ns or.tl s 6, }fat ormatlon
|ncude enexto In and the'me ca surtahl tyo ecedent

|s an}end ent to. current statute would enabl de %trans lant agency to
elnorm tion necessa ?coHtact ontain (an grrllgugnlnext of

tain
%w gl\elce d |me etermln%C toBleJﬁng1 Iocvg”erngkc) SS!ll f]n ﬁ {
essence e] I'VGSFI |9 é) ssue must usually e done withirf the first
twenty-four hours after ceath.

E S sti% ated th (AT I be oveJe300 f cfosHe %rr]% otrl%gn trgnnsgazint rgcﬁloeﬁts

a] 4 T S Inclu

ans ants. T can make a tremendo sd| erefice In the qua |t€¥
ercrnlento e tr nspant and can 0 en provide a certain solace to the
cedent's family and friends.

The Department of d Social Services and the Court system are
strongfyp supportive o??—l 3% It has zero ?lscgn notes. y

Your support of this bill would be appreciated.

"montoc SicJrtment



POSITION PAPER
HB 323 (House HES)

HB 323 inserts new subsection (i) into AS 18.50.310 that

permits the Bureau of Vital Statistics to allow release of

death certificate information pertaining to next of kin and
r

medical suitability fo organ or tissue donation to
individuals or organizations that provide for transplants of
bodily organs or tissues.

Background:

Alaska's population is younger than the national average and
participates in both occupations and recreational activities
that are more risky than the national average. Therefore a
larger than average number of decedents in Alaska are suitable
for donation of organs and tissue. The window for successful
harvest of useable donations is small, in many case 24 hours
or less. It is therefore important that permission to accept
donations be obtained as quickly as possible.

AS 18.50 does not currently allow release of the information
necessary to obtain timely donations.

Position:

The department believes that it is important to facilitate

timely donation of useable organs and tissues so long as it

does not compromise public health and safetyinvestigations

and procedures. These materials can make the difference

between life and death to citizens of Alaska.

Therefore the department supports this legislation.
Recommended by: / ot

Peter .IfT-Nakamura; MD, MPH

Director _
Division" of Public Health

Date:

Approved by:
Commissioner

Date:

G :\admsec\wp51\sharon_I\HB323.pos



STATE OF ALASKA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL ANALYSIS

PEPARTMENT DIVISION DILI. NUMBER SPONSOR

H&SS Public Health Toohey
SHORT TITLE OF DILL

An Act Authorizing the Bureau of Vital Statistics to release certain information for the purpose of organ and tissue donation
department position

The Department supports this bill

prepared by date IOMMISSIONER-SSK .ATURK DATE f
11/13/94 1-M -

OTHER ACENCIES AFFECTED BY BILL CONSTITUENT CROUP(S) AFFECTED BY BILL

Alaska Court System None

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT FOR BILL ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSITION TO BILL

Organ and tissue harvesting organizations none known

FISCAL IMPACT: Q none FISCAL NOTE ATTACHED

BACKGROUND/LEGISLATIVE INTENT

Life Alaska, a tissue harvesting organization requested and received the cooperation of the Department of Health and Social Services
in finding language that would allow tissues and organs to be harvested in a timely manner under Alaska law.

ANALYSIS OF BILL/PROGRAM EFFECTS
This bill will allow the Department to release information for harvest of needed tissue without impeding either legal or public health
investigations. The Department strongly supports this bill

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED

PLEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET FOR ADDITIONAL COMMENTS OR ANALYSIS

8/LEG92TC.KP
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Sec. 18.50.310. Disclosure ofrecords, (a) To protect the integrity
of vital statistics records, to ensure their proper use, and to ensure the
efficient and proper administration of the vital statistics system, it is
unlaw ful for a person to permit inspection of, or to disclose informa-
tion contained in vital statistics records, or to copy or issue a copy of
all or part of a record, except as provided by this section or as autho-
rized by regulations issued under this chapter.

(b) The bureau may permit the use ofdata contained in vital statis-
tics records for research purposes.

(¢) Information in vital statistics records indicating that a birth
occurred out of wedlock shall not be disclosed except upon order of a
superior court or as provided by regulations.

(d) Appeals from decisions of the custodians of local records refus-
ing disclosure under (a) and (b) of this section shall be made to the
state registrar, whose decision is binding upon the custodian of local
records.

(e) The department may by regulation provide for the release of
information to authorized representatives of organizations or founda-
tions that counsel the next of kin of victims of sudden infant death
syndrome.

(0 Notwithstanding the provisions of AS 09.25.120, when 100 years
have elapsed after the date of a birth, or 50 years have elapsed after
the date of a death, marriage, divorce, dissolution of marriage, or
annulment, the records of these events in the custody of the state
registrar become public records subject to inspection and copying as
provided in AS 09.25.110 — 09.25.140.

(9) The principal health officer of a municipality, or a municipal
health officer designated by the principal health officer, may inspect
vital statistics records pertinent to the functions of the principal
health officer. The state registrar may enter into an agreement with a
municipality governing the conditions and purposes of those inspec-
tions.

(h) In this section "principal health officer” means the municipal
official who is exercising health powers and who is primarily responsi-
ble for public health in the municipality. (8 27 ch 118 SLA 1960; am
8§ 1 ch 132 SLA 1978; 88 1, 2 ch 25 SLA 1984; am § 11 ch 200 SLA
1990)

Effect of amendments. — The 1990
amendment substituted "AS 09.25.110 —
09.25.140" for "AS 09.25.110 and AS
09.25.121 — 09.25.125" in subsection (0.

Opinions of attorney general. — The
Bureau of Vital Statistics is authorized
under its regulation, 7 AAC 05.925, to
comply with requests for copies of docu-
ments made by the Longevity Bonus Pro-
gram when necessary to perform its statu-
tory duty of determining an individual's
eligibility to receive the longevity bonus,
unless otherwise prohibited by federal
law. February 4, 1981 Op. Atty Gen.

A 5

Although some provisions of a bill
which would have accorded adopted per-
sons who are 18 years of age nr older a
statutory' right to a potentially substan-
tial amount of information about their
"natural” parents, and which would make
it clear that Alaska's adoption statutes do
not prohibit court-sanctioned post-adop-
tion visitation between adopted persons
and their natural parents and relatives,
could have engendered a constitutional
challenge, the challenge would not have
been fatal to the entire bill. June 5, 1986,
Op. Att'y Gen.

18.50.3/0



Chapter 50. Uniform Anatomical Gift Act.

Section Section

10. Persons who may execute an ana— 30. Manner of executing anatomical
tomical gift gifts

14. Requests by hospitals for anatomical 60. Rights and duties at death
gifts 65. Regulations

16. Investigations by law enforcement 70. Definitions
and medical personnel

Sec. 13.50.010. Persons who may execute an anatomical gift,
(a) A person ofsound mind who is 18 or more years of age may make a
gift to take effect upon death, of all or a part of the person’ body for a
purpose specified in AS 13.50.020.

(b) When persons in prior classes are not available at the time of
death, and in the absence of actual notice of contrary indications by
the decedent or actual notice of opposition by a member of the same or
a prior class, any of the following persons, in order of priority listed,
may give all or a part of the decedent’s body for a purpose specified in
AS 13.50.020:

(1) the spouse;

(2) an adult son or daughter;

(3) either parent;

(4) an adult brother or sister;

(5) a guardian of the decedent at the time of death;

(6) any other person authorized or under obligation to dispose of the
body.

(c) The persons authorized by (b) of this section may make the gift
after or immediately before death.

(d) If the donee has actual notice of contrary indications by the
decedent or that a gift by a member of a class is opposed by a member
of the same or a prior class, the donee may not accept the gift. How-
ever, an anatomical gift that is not revoked by the donor before death
is irrevocable and does not require the consent or concurrence of any
person after the donor's death.

(e) A gift of all or a part of a body authorizes any examination
necessary to assure medical acceptability of the gift for the purposes
intended.

(f) The rights of the donee created by the gift are superior to fhe
rights of others except as provided in AS 13.50.060(d). ($ 1ch 78 SLA
1972; am 51 ch 43 SLA 1988; am 8 1 ch 22 SLA 1991)

Effect of amendments. - The 1988 The 1991 amendment, effective Septem-
amendment substituted 18" for "19““in  ber 8. 1991, in subsection Id), added the
subsection l3). second sentence.



Sec. 13.50.070. Definitions. In this chapter

(1) "bank or storage facility” means a facility licensed, accredited,
or approved under the laws of any state for storage of human bodies or
parts of them;

(2) "decedent” means a deceased individual, stillborn infant, or
fetus;

(3) "donor” means an individual who makes a gift of all or a part of
the individual’s body;

(4) "gift” means an anatomical gift of all or part of a person’s body;

(5) "hospital” means a hospital licensed, accredited, or approved
under the laws of any state; or a hospital operated by the United
States government, or a subdivision thereof, although not required to
be licensed under state laws;

(6) "part” means organs, tissues, eyes, bones, arteries, blood, other
fluids and any other portions of a human body;

(7) "physician” or "surgeon” means a physician or surgeon licensed
or authorized to practice under the laws of any state;

(8) "state” includes any state, district, commonwealth, territory,
insular possession, and any other area subject to the legislative au-
thority of the United States. (8 1ch 78 SLA 1972; am 8 6 ch 43 SLA
1988)

Revisor's notes. — This section was Effect of amendments. — The 1988
reorganized in 1988 to alphabetize the do- amendment inserted paragraph (4).
fined terms.

As 13.s50. 0-~I0O



Life Alaska, Inc.

Tissue Procurement Services

P.O. Box 230785
Anchorage. AK. 99523-0785
(907) 562-5433
FAX 563-8824

R epresentative Cynthia Toohey January1s, 19914

State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear R epresentative Toohey:

The people of A laska are currently receiving nearly three

hundred tissue transplants a year w ithin the state. These include
skin transplants for severe burns/ corneal transplants, tendon
transplants for knee and showulder injuries, and bone transplants.
Bone transplants have been used in A laska for jaw reconstruction
after bone cancer, saving a leg from amputation a fter bone tumor
removal, repair of artificial hips and knees, traum a surgery by
orthopedic and neurosurgeons, and dental repair by periodontists.
Life Alaska is supplying heart-valves for pediatric and adult
heart-valve transplant throughout the N orthwest. Providence

H ospital w ill begin transplanting heart-valves by this summer. As
the only tissue donation agency based in A laska, we are currently
unable to meet the community's transplant needs in a timely
manner. House B ill number 323 woill be a terrific asset in

providing more transplant tissue throughout A laska.

For the last one and a half years, L ife A laska has been
attem pting to contact decedent families through the coroner's
office. Because of A laska's current restrictions on release of
information contained on a death certificate, L ife A laska was net
able to locate a next of k in or determ ine the medical suitability
of donation for a m ajority o f coroner-rwr?'s cases. Y et, of the thirty
tw o families L ife A laska W as able to reach, tw enty s ix consented
to tissue donation. Over 80% of the decedent families approached
by Life A laska w ere w illing to give the g ift o f life and health

to someone else. N early a |1 of these fam ilies have indicated that

donation w as a source of com fort and support to them

House B ill 323 w ill provide a rapid and effective way for
Life Alaska to determ ine if there are any donation options, and
be able to contact the grieving fam ilies as an information
resource to offer the option of donation in a sensitive manner.
Similar information sharing programs have been effective in
Colorado, Califurn-1j, Terras, M issouri, and many other states. Chn
behalf of all the fam ilies who are given the right to choose, and
the recipient fam ilies who are given the g ift o f life and health,

thank you for your support of this w orthwhile proiject.

eJens Saakvitne

D irector

Li A- Ata-s Lo. j
an Alaska nonpros'!; enrporaiicn
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Jens Saakvilne said he nas seen dramatic improvement in the availability of tissue since the start cf Life Alaska.

ANOTHER CHANCE AT LIFE

»FSTM Sv« Pn
pictured with his daughtors Martha, right, who Is In
r of medical school, and Rebecca. 22. who graduated from
Jniversity this year.

Tissue donation program
keeps its focus ori living

By NICOLE WONG
Daily News reporter

Jens Snnkvitno called at
8:30 the morning after Joyce
Burt's husband died. lie has
made many of these colls. It
Is always a bad time. It is
always difficult.

You need to think about
funernl arrangements, Jic
told Joyce. You need to
think about what > u want
lo do with Ray’s body. One
of the options you have Is
tissue donation.

“There is no wrong drcl-
s'on,” Snnkvitno assured
her.

nay Burt died from a
heart attack two weeks ago
at age 88. It was a surprise
to Joyce, even though her
husband bad been In and out
of the hospital for (he last
few months. But Ray had
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always rnennt to donate his
tissues and organs, so when
Saakvitnc called, she didn't
hesitate.

Snnkvitno is the director
of Life Alaska Inc., a non-
profit company that collects
human tissue — primarily
tendons, bones and corneas
— for transplant. Before the
establishment of Life Alaska
in 1091. patients might wait
months for a tissue that
would restore their sight or
the use of their limbs. Now,
most tissues arc available on
demand.

Since May 1092. Life Alas-
kn has had 78 donors from
around the state, and placed
about 125 tissues to loose In
need. Locally dnnimd tis-
sues are reserved for Alaska

Ploaso see Pago B-2. LIFE
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LIFE: Support given to families of deceased
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