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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION BILL NO. CSHB29KHESS)

Revision Date: 
Title:

Sponsor:
Requestor:

3/18/94
Consumer protection internship program

Department Affected: University of Alaska
B R U :  U n ivers ity  o f  A laska , Anchorage 

Component: Anchorage Campus
Sanford 
II HESS COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

OPERATING FY95 FY96 FY97 FY98 FY99 FY00
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TO TA L OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE FB SOURCE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 FEDERAL FUNDS
1003 GF MATCH
1004 GENERAL FUND
1006 GF/MHTIA
OTHER
TO TA L FUNDING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
------------------

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: None

Prepared by: 
Division:

Approved by: 
Agency:

Wendy Mathcny, Budget Analyst
Statewide Budget Office A

Alison Elgcc, Direclc(f i k m
Statewide Budget Office pv _ _  . . / v

Phone: _ 
Date:

463-3086

Dale:

D is tr ibu tion (by preparer): L eg is la t iv e  F ina nce , L eg is la tive  Sponsor, Requestor, O M B , &  Impacted Agency(ics).

Rev 10/90 Page 1 of 1
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 291( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

B Y

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVE SANDERS

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act establishing a consumer protection intern program at the University of 

Alaska.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.40 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 14.40.105. CONSUMER PROTECTION INTERN PROGRAM. The University 

of Alaska shall establish a consumer protection intern program that provides university credit 

for work performed for the fair business practices section of the Department of Law. The 

program established under this section may include one person selected by the University of 

Alaska Anchorage, one person selected by the University of Alaska Fairbanks, and one person 

selected by the University of Alaska Southeast. A person who is accepted into the consumer 

protection intem program shall receive a stipend of $1,000 from the University of Alaska.

-1- C S H B  291( )
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



H O U S E  B IL L  N O . 291

AMENDMENT NO.

Page 1, line 8: 
Delete: must Add: m a v

E x p la n a t io n : At the present time applicable paralegal studies are 
only offered at the University of Alaska Anchorage 
and at Charter College in Anchorage. The 
Department of Law's fair business practices section
is also located in Anchorage.

Page 1, line 11: 
Delete:

E x p la n a t io n :

" may not participate for more than one sem ester 
and ”

This will allow the program to retain at least one 
student to provide continuity to the program  and 
lower the am ount of training time the Departm ent 
of Law will have to expend.



STATE OF ALASKA
1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

v t »«/ i  * »_/ i %

BILL NO. HB291

Revision IDate: 

Title:

Sponsor:

Requestor:

Consumer protection internship program

Sanford 

H HESS

Department Affected: University of Alaska

B R U :  U n ive rs ity  of A laska , A nchorage
Component: Anchorage Campus

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY95 FY96 FY97 FY98 FY99 FY00

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE ED SOURCE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 FEDERAL FUNDS

1003 GF MATCH 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0

1004 GENERAL FUND

1006 GF/MHTIA

OTHER

TO TAL FUNDING 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if  necessary.)

Funds reflected on the fisca l note are for 3 interns per semester for 2 semesters per year at $1,000.00 per stipend.

Prepared by: 

Division:

Approved by: 

Agency:

Wendy Matheny, Budget Analyst

Statewide Budget Office

Alison Elgee. Associate Din 

Statewide Budget Office

Phone: 463-3086

Date:

Date:

D istribution (by preparer): Leg is la tive  F inance , L eg is la t iv e  Sponsor, Requestor, O M B , &  Impacted Agcncyflcs).

Rev 10/90 Page I of 1
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
1994 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

F I S C A L  N O T E
B I L L  N O .  H B  291

Revision Date: March 1 5. 1994____________________

Title: "An Act establishing a consumer protection

intern program at the University of Alaska."________

Sponsor: Representative Sanders__________________

Requestor: Representative Sanders________________

Department Affected: Department of Law

BRU: Legal Services_________________________

Component: Fair Business Practices

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 1823

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

OPERATING FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00

PERSONAL

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND &

GRANTS, CLAIM S

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAP1TAL

REVENUE

FUNDING:

1002 Federal

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program

1006 G F/M H TIA

OTHER

TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME -0- -0- -0- -0 - -0 - -0-

PART-TIME

TEM PORARY

Estimate of current year (FY94) impact: -0-

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary. 

Please see the attached analysis.

Prepared by:

Division: Administrative Services; Division s\
Phone: 4 6 5 -3 6 7 2

•ative services; Division r \ Date: March 15, 1 994

Approved by Commissioner: Bface M. Botelbffl Attorney General

Agency: Department of Law____________________________ Date: March 1 5 .1  994

PREPARER TO  PROV ID E  ALL D IS TR IBU T ION  COP IES  T O  G O V ER N O R 'S  L EG ISLA T IV E  O FF IC E
For further d is t r ibu t ion  in fo rm a t io n  ca l l the  G ove rno r 's  Leg is la t ive  O ff ice

Rev 11 /93
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  LAW - Z E R O  F I S C A L  N O TE

Page 1 o f  2_



FISCAL N O T E

BILL NO. H B  291S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  
1994 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION

ANALYSIS C O N TIN U A TIO N :

This bill establishes a consumer protection intern program within the University of Alaska that provides 

university credit for work performed for the fair business practices section of the Department of Law. The bill requires 

that the program include one person selected by the University of Alaska Anchorage, one person selected by the University 

of Alaska Fairbanks and one person selected by the University of Alaska Southeast. The bill also provides that a person 

who is accepted into the consumer protection intern program may not participate for more than one semester and shall 

receive a stipend of $1,0 0 0  from the University of Alaska.

The Department of Law's fair business practices section consists of one attorney, tw o paraprofessionals, 
and one legal secretary in Anchorage and one paraprofessional in Fairbanks. One of the tw o paraprofessionals in 

Anchorage and the paraprofessional in Fairbanks handle consumer protection matters, and the other paraprofessional in 

Anchorage handles antitrust investigations. The Anchorage attorney supervises all of the activities of the section and 
provides for enforcement of both the state's consumer protection and antitrust laws. The section has not had any onsite 

presence in Southeast Alaska since 1 987.

Because of the small size of the section, and due to the section's large and varied responsibilities, the use 
of interns is som ewhat problematic. W ithout any meaningful presence in Southeast Alaska, it would not be possible to 

train ano supervise an intern in that region. It would be somewhat difficult to provide training and regular supervision in 

Fairbanks with just a single employee in that location. Providing training and supervision of an intern in Anchorage would 

not be easy, but benefits could result particularly in the legal research area. W e also note that the one semester limit 
provided in the bill should probably be changed to tw o  semesters, oecause it would probably take up to one semester to 

properly train an iniern.

Page 2 of 2



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e r r y  S a n d e r s

District 19

Vice Chair, Rules Commiitcc
Vice Chair, Community & Regional Affairs Committee
House State Affairs Committee
Special Commiitcc on Oil & Gas
Legislative Council
International Trade & Tourism

This bill provides for a program for University of Alaska students to 
work with the fair business practices section of the Departm ent of 
Law. The program  will provide university credit and invaluable 
experience for the students plus a stipend. The student interns will 
be involved with the fair business practices section of the 
Departm ent o f Law.

In recent years, the fair business practices section of the Department 
of Law has been cut from 13 to 3 people. The student interns 
will be able to assist in developing cases and providing needed 
follow-up on other cases and in return will receive valuable 
experience in the world of business and business law. This program 
will also provide hands-on experience in business ethics for the 
s tu d e n ts .

Alaskans are being ripped off nightly by unscrupulous telem arketers 
primarily based in the lower forty eight. Victims, especially in the 
remote bush areas of the state have little practicable recourse.
Alaska has a telem arketing law that makes die crime a felony with 
the possibility of extradition of offenders and serious fines.
Currently, telem arketing enterprises who violate the law are merely 
sent a copy of the law and regulations.

W ithout the availability of additional staff, vulnerable members of 
your constituency will not be protected, because laws do not enforce 
th e m se lv e s .

SPONSOR S T A T E M E N T  

716 W.4ih Avenue • Suite 360 • Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2133 • (907)258-8199 
During Session: Stale Capitol ■ Room 13 • Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 • (907)465-4945

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

H B 291



LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA

(907) 405-3867 or 465-2450
i'AX (907) 465-2029 130 Seward Street, Suite 409
Mail Stop 3101 Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

D IV IS IO N  O F  L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

M E M O R A N D U M  March 8, 1994

SUBJECT: Sectional Summary of HB 291

TO: Representative Jerry Sanders

FROM: Michael F. Ford
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be 
considered an authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best 
statement of its contents. If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may 
apply to a particular set of circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Requires that the University of Alaska establish a consumer protection 
intern program that provides university credit for work performed for the fair 
business practices section of the Department of Law. The program must include one 
person selected by the University of Alask Anchorage, one person selected by the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, and one person selected by the University of Alaska 
Southeast. A person who is accepted into the consumer protection intern program 
may not participate for more than one semester and shall receive a stipend of $1,000 
from the University of Alaska.

MFFdmb
94-075.1mb

S E C T I O N A L  SUMMARY
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D e a r  C h a i r m a n  K e l l y :
I  j o i n  w i t h  R i c k  G i l m o r e .  P r e s i d e n t  o r  t h e  B e t t e r  B u s i n e s s  

B u r e a u  o f  A l a s k a ,  I n c . ,  i n  u r g i n g  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  t o  a d d  ar .  
a d d i t i o n a l  a t t o r n e y  t o  t h e  F a i r  B u s i n e s s  P r a c t i c e  S e c t i o n  m  
A n c n o r a g e  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  t e l e m a r k e t i n g  l a w  a n d  t o  s u p e r v i s e  
p a r a l e g a l  i n t e r n s  s u p p l i e d  a t  n o  c o s t  f r o m  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  
C h a r t e r  C o l l e g e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a t o l l  f r e e  b u s h  h o t  l i n e  c a n  b e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  F a i r b a n k s  t o  a l l o w  r u r a l  c o m p l a i n t s  t o  b e  t a k e n  a n d  
e x a m i n e d  a s  p o t e n t i a l  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  A l a s k a  l a w .  T n e s e  m o d e s t  
i n c r e m e n t s  s h o u l d  c o s t  l e s s  t h a n  $ 1 2 5 , 0 0 0 ,  f u n d s  t h a t  w i l l  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  s t a t e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  t h r o u g h  f i n e s  a n d  s e t t l e m e n t s .

T h e  f i g u r e s  I  q u o t e  a r e  d r a w n  f r o m  D e p a r t m e n t  r e c o r d s  a n d  b u d g e t  
r e q u e s t s  o f  t h e  C o n s u m e r  P r o t e c t i o n  S e c t i o n  p r i o r  t o  i t s  
d i s s o l u t i o n  a n d  m e r g e r  w i t h  a n t i - t r u s t  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  A PUC  i n  
t h e  F a i r  B u s i n e s s  P r a c t i c e s  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w .

C o n s u m e r  f r a u d  i s  a  c r i m e  w h i c h  r o b s  b o t h  A l a s k a  c o n s u m e r s  a n d  
h o n e s t  A l a s k a  b u s i n e s s e s .  E s t i m a t e d  l o s s  p e r  y e a r  i s  $460 p e r  
f a m i l y .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  e s t i m a t e s  t h e  i o s s  t o  
c o n s u m e r s  a t  20 b i 11 i o n  d o l 1a r s . T h e  f i g u r e s  o n  t e l e m a r k e t i n g  f r a u d  
f r o m  t h e  BBB a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L aw  s u g g e s t  t h a t  10 m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s  a r e  d r a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  e c o n o m y  e v e r y  y e a r ,  i t s  
c o n s u m e r s  a n d  i t s  b u s i n e s s e s .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  l o s s  t o  A l a s k a  
f r o m  c o n s u m e r  f r a u d  i s  l a r g e r  t h a n  c a u s e d  b y  a l l  o r  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
c r i m e s  r e g u l a r l y  p r o s e c u t e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w .

T h e  t e l e m a r k e t i n g  l a w  m a d e  t h a t  c r i m e  a f e l o n y  w i t h  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e x t r a d i t i o n  o f  o f f e n d e r s  w i t h  s e r i o u s  f i n e s  a n d  
p r i s o n  t e r m s ,  t h e  p o s s i b l e  r e s u l t .  H o w e v e r ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  a d d  t h i s  l a w  t o  t h e  a r s e n a l  o f  w e a p o n s  
a g a i n s t  c o n s u m e r  f r a u d ,  c u r r e n t  t e l e m a r k e t i n g  e n t e r p r i s e s  w h o  
v i o l a t e  t h e  l a w  a r e  m e r e l y  s e n t  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  l a w  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  
W i t h o u t  a  n e u  s t a f f  p e r s o n ,  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ' s  d e s i r e  ( a n d  t h a t  o f  
A l a s k a ' s  f i r s t  l a d y ) ,  t h a t  v u l n e r a b l e  m e m b e r s  o f  y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n c y  
b e  p r o t e c t e d ,  w i l l  n o t  o c c u r  b e c a u s e  l a w s  d o  n o t  e n f o r c e  t h e m s e l v e s .

BACKGROUND I N F O R M A T I O N
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F a n  B u s i n e s s  P r a c t i c e  h a s  o n l y  t h e  u s e  o f  o n e  h a l f  t i m e  
a t t o r n e y  a n d  o n e  f u l l  t i m e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  i n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  a s e c o n d  
i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  o p e r a t i n g  o n  a c u r r e n t  a n d  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  w h i c h  i s  
l o w e r  t h a n  t h a t  a l l o c a t e d  i n  1975 i n  1975 d o l l a r s .  T h e  a m o u n t  
r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  i s  t h e  s a m e  a m o u n t  l e f t  i n  t h e  b u d g e t  i n  
1992 a f t e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  m o r e  t h a n  $230 , 000  t o  
r e t u r n  A l a s k a  t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  e n f o r c i n g  i t s  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  
1 aws .

T h e  A l a s k a  BBB h a n d l e s  100 c o m p l a i n t s  a  d a y ,  b u t  c a n n o t  h a n d l e  
t h e  15 t o  20 p e r c e n t  o f  r u r a l  c o m p l a i n t s  t h a t  e f f e c t i v e l y  h a v e  n o  
p l a c e  t o  g o ,  g i v e n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  s m a l l  c l a i m s  c o u r t s  i n  t h e  b u s h  
a n d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  o b t a i n i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  l o n g  d i s t a n c e  
m a l e f a c t o r s .  T h i s  p e r c e n t  o f  r u r a l  c a l l s  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  BRUs  o f  
t h e  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  u n i t  w h e n  i t  r e c e i v e d  120 c a l l s  d a i l y  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m i d - 1 9 8 0 s .

C o n s u m e r  c r i m e  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  n e g l e c t  r e p r e s e n t s  a 
h i d d e n  t a x  o n  A l a s k a n s  t h a t  c o m p e t e s  w i t h  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  c r i m e s  
i n c l u d i n g  r o b b e r y  a n d  e m b e z z l e m e n t .  I t  i s  t h e  s i n g l e  a r e a  o f  l a w  
e n f o r c e m e n t  t h a t  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  r e i m b u r s i n g  e v e r y  d o l l a r  
i n v e s t e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e .  R e c o r d s  o f  t h e  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  a g e n c y  
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  w i t h  a m o d e s t  i n c r e a s e  i n  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  $145 p e r  
c o m p l a i n t  c a n  b e  r e t r i e v e d  o n  c i v i l  f i n e s  p a y a b l e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
f u n d  a n d  i n  d i r e c t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t o  c o n s u m e r s .  T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  
d e t e r r e n c e  w o u l d  e f f e c t i v e l y  b e  p r o v i d e d  A l a s k a n s  f o r  t r e e ,  i t s  
c o s t s  c o v e r e d  b y  m o n i e s  r e c o v e r e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  
e c o n o m y .

W i t h  t h i s  i n  m i n d ,  R i c k  G i l l m o r e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B e t t e r  B u s i n e s s  
B u r e a u  a n d  I  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  t w o  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t n e  b u d g e t  a s  
p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r .

F i r s t ,  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  f u l l  t i m e  a t t o r n e y  i n  A n c h o r a g e  c o u l d  
m f o r c e  t h e  t e l e m a r k e t i n g  l a w  a n d  s u p e r v i s e  a s m a l l ,  e d u c a t e d  c a d r e  
o f  l e g a l  a s s i s t a n t s  p r o v i d e d  a s  i n t e r n s  b y  t h e  J u s t i c e  p r o g r a m  o f  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  C h a r t e r  C o l l e g e .  T h e s e  
t r - ' . n e d  p e r s o n s  c o u l d  e x a m i n e  c o m p l a i n t s  a s  p o t e n t i a l  l a w  
v i o l a t i o n s  a n d  w r i t e  l e t t e r s  l e a d i n g  t o  m e d i a t i o n .  T h e y  c o u l d  a l s o  
p a s s  c o m p l a i n t s  b a c k  t o  BBB w h e r e  c o m p l a i n e e s  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  
a r b i t r a t e  o r  m e d i a t e  a n d  p a s s  c a s e s  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  m a j o r  f r a u d  u n i t  
w h e r e  c a s e s  d e m o n s t r a t e  a s p e c i a l  n e e d  f o r  p r o s e c u t i o n  u n d e r  
c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  l a w s .

S i n c e  l e g a l  a s s i s t a n t s  m u s t  b e  s u p e r v i s e d ,  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  
a t t o r n e y  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h i s  a d d e d  d i m e n s i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  t e l e m a r k e t i n g  l a w .

T h e  s e c o n d  s u g g e s t i o n  f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t  i s  t o  m a k e  b e t t e r  u s e  o f  
t h e  F a i r b a n k s  i n v e s t i g a t o r  b y  a l l o w i n g  h i m  t o  m o n i t o r  a  ; o l l  f r e e  
h o t  l i n e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  r u r a l  A l a s k a .  M o s t  c a s e s  c o u l d  b e  s e t t l e d  
w i t h  s o m e  p a s s e d  f o r w a r d  t o  A n c h o r a g e  f o r  l e g a l  a c t i o n .



B o t h  o f  t h e s e  s u g g e s t i o n s  a r e  m a d e  w i t h  f u l l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  
t h e  b u d g e t a r y  c r i s i s  n o w  c o n f r o n t i n g  o u r  s t a t e .  Y e t  t h e s e  s m a l l  
c h a n g e s  c o u l d  m a k e  a  d e n t  i n  c o n s u m e r  c r i m e  w h i c h  n o w  d r a i n s  t h e  
A l a s k a  e c o n o m y .  W h e r e  e l s e  c a n  m o n e y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  t h a t  f i g h t s  
c r i m e  a g a i n s t  c o n s u m e r s  a n d  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  p a y s  f o r  i t s e l f  : n  
f u n d s  r e c o v e r e d  a s  i t  r e m o v e s  A l a s k a  a s  t h e  t a r g e t  o f  c h o i c e  f o r  
s c a r n  a r t i s t s  f r o m  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n ?  T h e  c o s t  o f  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  
a t t o r n e y  a n d  a  t o i l  f r e e  h o t  l i n e  w o u l d  b e  l e s s  t h a n  $ 1 2 5 , 0 0 0 ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  J i m  F o r b e s ,  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  h o t  l i n e  a n d  $ 9 3 , 0 0 0  f o r  
t h e  a t t o r n e y .

I  am  e n c l o s i n g  l e t t e r s  f r o m  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  UAA p a r a l e g a l  
p r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  C h a r t e r  C o l l e g e .  T h e y  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  
w o r k  w i t h  J i m  F o r b e s  a n d  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  t o  h e l p  f l e s h  c u t  
c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t r a i n e d  a n d  c o m m i t t e d  
v o 1u n t e e r s .

T h e s e  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w  w o u l d  n o t  n e g a t i v e l y  i m p a c t  i t s  w o r k i n g  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  B B B  a n d  s h o u l d  i n  n o  w a y  b e  t a k e n  a s  a  
c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h a t  p r i v a t e  p r o g r a m  o r  t h e  h a r d  w o r k i n g  p e r s o n n e l  o f  
t h e  F a i r  B u s i n e s s  P r a c t i c e s  s e c t i o n .

I n  a  y e a r  w h e n  c r i m e  i s  u p p e r m o s t  i n  o u r  p o p u l a t i o n ' s  m i n d ,  t o  
o v e r l o o k  t h e  p o w e r f u l  e f f e c t  o f  c o n s u m e r  c r i m e  w o u l d  b e  a s e r i o u s  
m i s t a k e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  i t  i s  t h e  s i n g l e  a r e a  o f  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  
t h a t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  p a y s  f o r  i t s e l f .

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
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Steve Conn
A laska P u b lic In te r e s t Research Group 
442 West 5 th Avenue, S u ite 202 
Anchorage, A laska 99501

Doar SteveJ

The J u s t ic e  Center would be ab le to p ro v id e q u a l i f ie d  in te rn a  in  
suppo rt o f the consumer p ro te c t io n  u n i t , as we p re v io u s ly  
in d ic a te d . Our in te rn o h ip  program is  a v a ila b le  to  ju n io r and 
se n io r s tuden ts who have had cons ide rab le eoursework in  the 
J u s t ic e  and Pa ra lega l areas. The in te rn s h ip  is  a f in a l 
requ irem en t in  th e p a ra le g a l c e r t i f i c a t e  program . S tuden ts 
w ish in g to  e n ro l l in  i t  must subm it w r i t in g  samples which fa o u lty  
eva lua te be fo re th e s tu den t is  accepted fo r  e n ro llm e n t. F u rth e r , 
s tuden ts prepare resumes, app ly fo r s p e c i f ic  in te rn s h ip s  which we 
have e s ta b lis h e d and are sub jec ted to  a s e le o t io n  process by 
agencies w ith  whom the J u s t ic e  Center has in te rn s h ip  agreements, 
In te rn s  in vo lved in  p a ra le g a l work must be under th e su p e rv is io n 
o f an a tto rn e y a lthough th e sup e rv is o r doesn *t have to  be 
p h y s ic a l ly  p re sen t a t a l l tim es .

W hile i t  is  true th a t th e mJ pimum number o f hours pe r in te rn s h ip  
c r e d i t is  50, many in te rn s h ip  placements re q u ire  more than the 
win.* mum. The number o f hours per week re q u ire d  o f a s tu d e n t ia  
w r i t te n  in to  each in te rn  agreement. The assessment o f the c r e d i t 
va lu e takes in to  c o n s id e ra tio n  the q u a l i t y  o f le a rn in g  from each 
in te rn s h ip . Thus, th e assumption th a t s tu d en ts would work an 
average o f on ly 2 hours pe r day is  in c o r r e c t .

The number o f s tuden ts in  the J u s t ic e  Cente r in te rn s h ip  is  
s te a d i ly  in c re a s in g , and i t  cou ld p o s s ib ly  p ro v id e 2 o r 3 
s tu den ts each semester. In  a d d it io n  to  P a ra le ga l s tu d e n ts , 
J u s t ic e  bacca lau rea te ma jo rs a lso do in te rn s h ip s  in  th e Anchorage 
a rea . A t the p re sen t tim e we are fo r tu n a te  to  have in te rn s h ip s  
which s tuden ts f in d  ve ry a t t r a c t iv e . Placements a re o b v io u s ly 
more d e s ira b le  i f  they in v o lv e  in te r e s t in g , m ean ing fu l work and a 
s tip e n d . Unpaid in te rn s h ip s  cause ha rd sh ip s to  some s e l f -  
su p p o rtin g s tu d e n ts , p a r t ic u la r ly  those who have dependent 
c h i ld r e n . The J u s t ic e  Cente r p robab ly cou ld n o t guaran tee 4 
in te rn s  a t 20 hours pe r week on a con tinuous yea r round b a s is . A 
co-op p o s it io n  arrangement between UAA and agenc ies is  one 
a lte r n a t iv e  which would g iv e  an agency w ith  s tu den ts fo r 
con tinuous work across semesters.

a  m v t f iO N  oi-11 ii i i . n m - i  o i  m .a s k a  s t a t f- w id e  s y s t em  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n
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The J u s t i c e  C e n te r  c l e a r l y  s u p p o r t s  th e  c o n c e p t  t h a t  s t u d e n t  
i n t e r n s  c a n  p r o v id e  n e c e s s a r y  p e r s o n  pow er t o  s u p p o r t  a v i a b l e  
c o n su m er p r o t e c t i o n  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  A t to r n e y  G e n e r a l 's  o f f i c e ,  
T h e re  m cm t, h o w e v e r , b e  a  s i n c e r e  com m itm ent on  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
D e p a r tm e n t o f  la w  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a w e l l - o r g a n i z e d , h ig h  q u a l i t y  
p ro g ra m  w h ic h  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o th  t h e  a g e n c y  an d  i n t e r n s h i p  
s t u d e n t s .

P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e a  t o  c o n t a c t  me a t  7 8 6 -1 8 1 0  i f  y o u  have any  
q u e s t i o n s  o r  i f  X c a n  be  o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s .

L is a  R. R L e g e r O
C o o r d i n a t o r ,  P a r a l e g a l  C e r t i f i c a t e  P rog ram

L R R / j l a
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B e t t e r  B u s i n e s s  B u r e a u  o f  A l a s k a ,  I n c .
"Where good business performance becomes a community record"

M a r c h  2 ,  1994

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  T i m o t h y  D. K e l l y  
S e n a t o r  a n d  S u b c o m m i t t e e  C h a i r m a n  
L a w  S u b c o m m i t t e e  
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

'T '
D e a r  Senatpnf K e l l y :  (tV*

I a m  w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  in m y  r o l e  as c h a i r m a n  or the B o a r d  of  the 
B e t t e r  B u s i n e s s  B u r e a u  of A l a s k a .  I u r g e  y c u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  a c o s t  
e f f e c t i v e  e n f o r c e m e n t  of  the t e l e m a r k e t i n g  law. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I 
h a v e  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  the c o s t  of a d d i n g  an  a d d i t i o n a l  a t t o r n e y  
to the F a i r  B u s i n e s s  P r a c t i c e s  S e c t i o n  of t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of L a w  in 
o r d e r  to s u p e r v i s e  p a r a l e g a l  i n t e r n s  s u p p l i e d  at n o  c o s t  f r o m  the 
U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  a n d  C h a r t e r  C o l l e g e  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  t h a n  o f f s e t  
b y  e x p e c t e d  f i n e 3  a n d  s e t t l e m e n t s .  T h a t  a p p e a r s  to be a f i s c a l l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e ,  z e r o  i m p a c t  a d d i t i o n  to t h e  s t a t e ' s  lav; e n f o r c e m e n t  
c a p a b i l i t i e s .

A l a s k a n s  a r e  b e i n g  r i p p e d  off n i g h t l y  b y  u n s c r u p u l o u s  t e l e m a r k e t e r s  
p r i m a r i l y  b a s e d  i n  the l o w e r  f o r t y  eig h t .  T h e  a c t  w h i c h  w a s  p a s s e d  
l a s t  y e a r  p u t  t h e  i s s u e  o n  the bo o k s .  T h i s  year, e n f o r c e m e n t  c a n  
b e  a t t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  p a s s a g e  of the r e q u e s t e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .

A s  y o u  k n o w  t h e  B B B  has a n  e x c e l l e n t  w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  s t a f f  w h e r e b y  we h a n d l e  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  v o l u m e  of 
c o n s u m e r  c o m p l a i n t s  w h i l e  r e f e r r i n g  t h e  c r i m i n a l  c o m p l a i n t s  t o  the 
AG. O u r  s e r v i c e s  are p a i d  f o r  s t r i c t l y  b y  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  9 a v e  
h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  of d o l l a r s  to the s t a t e  w h i c h  o t h e r w i s e  w o u l d  
e m p l o y  s t a f f  e i t h e r  in the A G ’s o f f i c e  o r  the O m b u d s m a n ' s  o f f i c e  to 
h a n d l e  t h e  c o n s u m e r  c o m p l a i n t .  T h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  of o u r  c o m b i n e d  
e f f o r t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  "bad g u y s "  falters, h o w e v e r ,  w i t h o u t  a f i r m  
e n f o r c e m e n t  p o l i c y  w h i c h  is a d e q u a t e l y  s t a f f e d  a n d  f u n c t i o n i n g .  I 
u r g e  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  s u p p o r t  a n d  t h e  s u b c o m m i t t e e ' s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

t r e g a r d s ,
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February 9, 1994

Attention: Steve

R e : P a r a le g a l  P r o g r a m  a n d  P r o s p e c t iv e  p a r a le g a l In t o m a

I am responding to your recent request for information on the Charter College 
paralegal program and paralegal interns.

I would estimate that you might find here during each of our five ten-week terms 
perhaps three or four paralegal Interns.

Very cordially,

Milton Byrd 
President

MB:sm

P o o t-ir  brand lax iranfcmillal mumo 7671 [7 7
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PARALEGAL

The paralegal studies program Is American Bar Association approved and 
requires twelve months of study. The student is trained to assist in the delivery of legal 
services under attorney supervision in both public and private sectors, and to operate 
modern computer-based office equipment and software.

The busy legal profession in Anchorage 9eeks advanced skills mai d  
together an understanding of law, legal practice, legat research and !< 
documentation. Combined with word processing and computer skills, as well as 
financial reporting and management skills, this program prepares the best law office 
professionals in the business.

Spoclal Seven Month Paralegal Program for University Graduates

For students who already hold a bachelor’s degree, the regular one-year 
Paralegal program can be completed in just seven months. Charter College honors 
these students' previous education and will waive a iarge block of required classes. So 
give your bachelor's degree an added value: a career with professional satisfaction 
end financial reward.

Legal Clinic, Incorporated (Non-Profit)

Charter College is host to a free, non-profit Legal Clinic. Clients in need are 
able to receive free qualified legal assistance, under the supervision of a licensed 
attorney. The students in the Charter College Paralegal Internship program will attain 
practical hands-on experience in legal work as they participate In all aspects of the 
preparation of court cases. Clients and students alike benefit from this endeavor.

bring 
legal 
as
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