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The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 244
HOUSE BILL NO. 244 7TIPPROP: SINGLE/DUAL SITE SCHOOLS

"An Act making a special appropriation for additional district support for kindergarten, primary, and secondary

education programs; and providing for an effective date."
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LTNi 100--RO1 .EGLSLATIVE sLECONFEREMCE NETWO EK PAGE 01
04/04/93 15:24:34
TCN: 30414 DATE & time: 03/25/93 15:00 TO 17:00 STATUS:7 STATS* IN
ORDER SUMMARY »hhc¢<
SPONSOR: HUES HOUSE HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVI CHAIRS: TOOHEY
PURPOSE: PUB PUBLIC HEARING BUNDE
CONTACT: NNE SMITH TEL*: (907 )465-6825
CHAIRING SITE: JUNEAU CAPITOL CAPi06
SPONSOR REMARKS(PUB): TESTIMQNY:Y ALLOWED 5 MINUTE IMIT
HB 35 IS SCHEDULED TO BE THE SECOND BILL UP
TCN REQUESTED ON 03/25/93 AND HAS 14 UPDATES
KKkxw AGENDA ern«oft*
1 HB 35 PUBLIC SCHOOL FOUNDATION PROGRAM
2 HB 244 APPROP: SINGLE/DUAL SITE SCHOOLS
& itf PARTICIPATING LIDS
ANC ANCHORAGE 3111 C STREET LOCATION STAFF
BAR BARROW COURTHOUSE *305 LOCATION S FAFF
BET BETHEL 301 WILLOW ST* LOCATION STAFF
DLG DILLINGHAM KANGIIQIJTAQ BLDG LOCATION STAFF
FBX FAIRBANKS 119 N CUSHMAN ST LOCATION STAFF
HOM HOMER L.TC 126 W PIONEER *4 LOCATION STAFF
* JNU JUNEAU CAPITOL CAP106 LOCATION STAFF
KOD KODIAK 112 MILL BAY RD* LOCATION STAFF
KTN KETCHIKAN 352 FRONT STREET -LOCATION STAFF
SIT SITKA 210 LAKE STREET LOCATION STAFF
SOL KEN/SOL 34824 KALIFONSKY LOCATION STAFF
TOK TOK L10 MP 1314 AK* [-IWY LOCATION STAFF
VAL VALDEZ STATE BLDG* *13 LOCATION STAFF
*xx+ VOLUNTEER & OFFNET SITES *=»x=x
PSG WPG WRANGELL LTC LONGSHOREMEN"s MABEL FENNIMORE <907) 874-4+3013
SIT' HOO HOONAI-I LOCAL SCHoOOL DARCY NEAL <907)945- 3664
SIT YAK YAKUTAT CITY HALL MONA SWANSON <907)784- m323
SOL SEW SEWARD COMMUNITY LIB* VICKY SEIGEL <907)224-+3740
777 0F1 OFFNET 1 TRAPPER CREEK SUSAN" WALLIN <907)733-1+2298
Z77 O0F2 OFFNET 2 TANANA SCHOOL DISTRICT <907)366-+7203
777 0F3 OFFNET 3 GALENA SCHOOL DISTRICT <907)656-+1205
PARTICIPANTS IN :<6NCHORAGET ANC
[ D T J—— WETHEEELL MAT-SU TAG TSFY. HB 85
PO BOX 876862 WASILLA AK 99687 <907)745-2007
"CARET ———mmmmmom- WTUCT fTEFTTTm—- W5
4600 DEBARR RD ANCHORAGE AK 99519 <907)269-2255
JAnE rruirE3cwnrr OBSV* HB 35
4600 DEBARR RD ANCHORAGE AK 99519 <907)269-22814
PARTICIPANTS IN (DILLINGCHI A~ DLG
1 wr- DON A RENFROE CITY SCHOOLS OBSV* ALL ITEMS
BOX 170 DILLINGHAM AK 99576 <907)842-5223
PARTICIPANTS [IN<SFAIRBANI<S FBX
1 ms+REV A SfilRCEL TCC TSFY- HB 244
122 ¢first AVE* FAIRBANKS AK 99701 <907)452-8251
PARTICIPANTS IN: [-IOMER LTC HOM



LTN1 TOO-ROi LEGISLATIVE TELECONFEEENCE NEIWORK PAGE 02
04/04/93 15:24:34

TCN: 30414 DATE d TIME: 03/25/93 15:00 TO 17:00 STATUS:? STATS, IN
PARTICIPANTS IN(HOMER LTC HOM
i dt e Virs ~ e ""grLbson TSEY, HB 85
1622 HIGHLAND DR, HOMER AK 99603 (907 >235-6487
DEB GERMANO TSFY, HB 35
BOX 1511 HOMER AK 99603 (907)235-2583
PAULA SETTERQUIS" 0BSV, HB 35
Y. GRUBSTAKE HOMER AK 99603 (907)235-7922
AK (907)000-0000
PARTICIP ANTS 1i\: KODIA K KOD
1 TINA WITTEVEEN LI10 TESTING OB;: ALL ITEMS
WE WERE DIALED IN FOR TEST PURPOSES AK (907)000--0000
PAR'TICIP" INAKETCHIKAN/ KTN
1 wms ) - TSFY. HB 85
BOX 8634 KETCHIKAN AK 99901 (907)247--8348
2 MS CATHERINE PL.LASENCIA TSFY. HB 85
BOX 5294 KETCHIKAN CAK 99901 (907)225-5294
MR, BOB WEINSTEIN TSFY. HB 35
BOX 8340 KETCHIKAN AK 99901 (907)225-m9653
4 MR. BILL THOMAS TSFY. HB'244
2610 4TH AVE. KETCHIKAN AK 99901 <907)225-+1408
/ MS MARYSIA OCHE! TSFY, HB" 35
BOX 8351 KETCHIKAN AK 99901 (907)225-+5949
6 MS BETT JAKUBEK TSFY. HB~ 35"
BOX 8194 KETCHIKAN AK 99901 (907)247-+8716
i MS CONSTANCE GRIFFITH obsv, Tib 85"
2509 4TI-1 AVE. KETCHIKAN AK 99901 (907)225-+5069
~ g~"ms" SUSAN OSHIDA 0BSV. HB 85
BOX 3326 KETCHIKAN AK 99901 (907)225-+6965
PARTICIPANTS INfHOONAH/ SIT HOO
1 DR. JOHN oo ANTTONEN SUPERINTENDENT TSFY. HB 244
BOX 157 H.Q.ONAH AK 99829 (907)945-3611
PARTICIPANTS IN(YAILITAT SIT YAK
i MR. LARRY “i<LUND SUPERINTENDENT TSFY. HB 244
BOX 429 YAKUTAT AK 99689 (907)748-3317
PARTICIPANTS IN/KEN/SOL soL
1 MR, RICHARD SWARNER KPBSD TSFY. HB 85
148 N. BINKLEY SOLDUTNA AK 99669 (907)262-5346
2 MS. MARY RUBADE All * KPBSD TSFY. HB 35
148 N. BINKLEY SOLDOTNA AK 99669 (907)262-5846
MS. MARILYN DIMMICK "'KPBSD TSFY. HB 35
143 N. BINKLEY SOLDOTNA AK 99669 (907)262-5346
PARTICIPANTS INCSEWARBA SOL SEW
1 MR. MALCOCIM-— A FLEMING SEWARD HS TSFY. HB 35
BOX 302 SEWARD AK 99664 (907)000-0000
2 MR, TITKE ThTTIT ITHTTR< 35
BOX 684 SEWARD AK 99664 (907)224-3862
3 MS MAGGY WILCOX TSFY. HB 35
BOX 3353 SEWARD AK 99664 (907)224-3351
4 ns LTNUA "ZEWALL ISI-1. FIB 85
BOX 1184 SEWARD AK 99664 (907)224-3531

5 MS, KAY SMITH IT"TTli- 85---——--
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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROJECTED FY94 FOUNDATION PROGRAM INTITLEMENTS

PROJ. K-12
FY94 ADM UNITS

ADAK

ALASKA GATEWAY
ALEUTIAN REGION
ALEUTIANS EAST
ANCHORAGE
ANNETTE ISLANOS
BERING STRAIT

CHATHAM
CHUGACH
COPPER RIVER
CORDOVA
CRAIG
OELTA/GHEELY
DILLINGHAM
FAIRBANKS
GALENA
HAINES
HOONAH
HYDABURG
IOITAROO
JUNEAU

KAKE
KASHUNAMIUT
KENAJ
KETCHIKAN
KLAWOCK
KODIAK
KUSPUK

LAKE AND PENN
LOWER KUSKOKWIM
LOWER YUKON
MATSU

NENANA

NOME

NORTH SLOPE
NORTHWEST ARCTIC
PELICAN

PRIBILOF

RAILBELT

SITKA

SKAGWAY

SOUTHEAST

SOUTHWEST

ST MARY'S

TANANA

UNALASKA

VALDEZ

WRANGELL

YAKUTAT

YUKON FLATS

YUKON,KOYUKUK

YU°IT

STATE CCS '27156 78 03
Ml EDGECUMBE 255 00 23 00

TOTALS '22 1'3 9i 9 360 5~

SiL..
BIC.

0 00
i 00

262 24

22

SPEC.
ED. ;

0 00
130

i 480 '9

. VOC.

ED.

0 00

FY94PROJ.
INSTR. UNITS

7B 03

AREA
DIFF.

loo

141 38

26 00

11246 08

ADJUSTED FY94

. £E
Too

INSTR. UNITS

25 -n

12'?75 2
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* ALASKA COUNCIL OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS -
326 FOUMN st, Suite 404 Juneau, AK 99801-1101 (907)586-9702 FAX (907) 586-5879

POSITION STATEMENT
HOUSE BILL NO. 244

AN ACT MAKING A SPECIAL APPROPRIATION FOR ADDITIONAL
DISTRICT SUPPORT FOR KINDERGARTEN, PRIMARY, AND SECONDARY
EDUCATION PROGRAMS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

The Alaska Council of School Administrators supports HB 244 and encourages the full
legislature to pass this legislation as soon as possible. We extend our appreciation to the
prime sponsor and it's co-sponsors for introducing this legislation in a timely fashion.

We are all aware of the political reasoning for these nine districts being left out of the
legislation recently passed and waiting for action by the governor. These nine districts
are in need of this supplemental appropriation. For these districts, forward funding is not
as important as the full funding they would have received.

This issue has been with us since 1987. The elimination of these districts continues to
emphasize the need for a permanent resolution to the issue of equitable funding for all
districts so legislators will not have to deal with this special appropriation on a yearly
basis and those effected districts will not have to continue to approach the legislature for

special funding.

Again, The Alaska Council of School Administrators urges this committee to take quick
action of HB 244 and continue to support the legislation as it moves from committee to
committee and onto the floor of the House.

Stephen McPhetres
Executive Director



Alaska State Legislature
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Committees: State Capitol
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Representative William K. Williams Fax (Q07) 25856

March 19, 1993

SPONSOR STATEMENT by REP. W. K. WILLIAMS
on
HOUSE BILL 244, "An Act making a special appropriation for additional
district support for kindergarten, primary, and secondary education
programs and providing for an effective date.”

| introduced House Bill 244 on March 19 with the goal of insuring that all
of the single site-school districts in Alaska will be dealt with in the
same manner, and receive the additional support they require in FY 94 to
offset the inequities in the state's school foundation funding formula.

The House of Representatives approved funding for the state's single-site
districts in the House-passed version of the education budget, CSHB
45(Fin). The Senate's version of the legislation, SCS CSHB 45(Fin),
excluded nine of these districts. The Senate's version of the education
budget was approved by the Legislature now awaits the Governor's
signature.

The Legislature, in enacting SCS CSHB 45(Fin), approved funding for eleven
of the twenty single-site districts in the state. The purpose of House BIll
244 is to provide the needed additional support to the remaining nine
single-site districts. The dollar amounts are based on FY 93 actual
enrollment, the same basis used to determine the level of funding for the
single-site districts included in the measure enacted by the Legislature.
The House's version of HB 45 had computed dollar amounts based on FY 94
projected enrollment.

| believe that the Legislature should move swiftly to correct this
situation.

Hdr « Kediken « MyasChuk « Saxen



Nine single-site school districts were excluded from SCS CSHB 45(Fin)

This summary indicates the resulting impact on each of the nine school
districts. The information was provided by the affected school districts.

GALENA $139,080

(168 students) Last year Galena lost 5.5 teacher positions and half of an
administrative position, because the district's budget was cut by
$427,000. This reduction will mean an additional 8% cut and the potential
loss of 3 teacher positions. The loss of teachers will result in a 20%
increase in pupil/teacher ratio. This means a loss of $1,172 per ADM.

HOONAH $125,660

(239 students) The superintendent John Antonnen has stated that this
reduction combined with a reduction in tuition funds by DOE will amount
to a $200,000 total cut to Hoonah School District, or $750 per student
resulting in the loss of 5 classified and 2 certificated positions as well
as substantial reductions in classroom equipment and supplies.

HYDABURG $103,090

(120 students) This amounts to a budget cut of 8%, loss of 2 teachers
from a staff of 12, loss of 2-3 classified positions, combination of the
2nd and 3rd grade classes and the loss of 6 classes in the high school
curriculum, and a reduction of $890 per ADM.

KAKE $134,200

(181 students) A 16% reduction to the Kake School District budget would
be required to absorb this reduction. This translates into the layoff of
three teachers, a 2% increase in nupil/teacher ratio; a reduction of $757
per ADM; and loss of the music, art, and high schooi language arts program.

KLAWOCK $147,010

(207 students) A 10.67% cut to the school district’'s FY 94 budget would
be required to absorb this reduction. Three teachers would have to be
eliminated: 17.65% of the staff. The student/teacher ratio would
increase by 30% and state revenue to the district would be cut $735 per
ADM.

PELICAN $57,950

(46 students) This cut amounts to 8% of Pelican's budget. Over the
past three years, the district has utilized $230,000 in its reserve funds
which are now depleted. The reduction would involve the loss of 1

ercdlocQei-CVavix OtS c.s H-8 IS (fn/\)



teacher and a half time special education aide. It will increase pupil
teacher ratio by 20% and reduce the district's budget by $1238 per
student. Effects of the reduction include: a 63% cut in the community
school program; drastic reduction in the student extra-curricular
programs; minimized special education contracted services, elimination
of staff/board and administration professional development programs.

SKAGWAY $124,440
(160 total students) The reduction would amount to 9% of the district’s
budget. It will cause the loss of 1 teacher, increase class size by 15% and
delete the counseling program, the foreign language program, the Close Up
program, the junior high school atheletic program, and the drown proofing
program for elementary students.

TANANA $115,900

(99 students) This is a cut of 10% of the district's budget, and would
mean the loss of a 4th and 5th grade teacher, a secondary math and
science teacher, and the kindergarten teacher.

YAKUTAT $118,950

(130 students) Larry Ecklund, who is the Superintendent and Principal,
says that this cut amounts to 7% in his budget from last year. Given
conservative cost of living adjustment at 2%, he estimates he will be
down 9% next year from the current year which will mean the loss of two
teachers, reduction of support staff, fewer classroom supplies and
materials as well as restructuring of the curriculum.



SSINGLZ SITE SCHOOL DISTRICT CONSORTIttEM
985 KSD WAY
CKEVAS, ALASKA 99563
853-7713

March 22, 1993

Honorable Bill Williams

Alaska House of Representatives
State Capital, Mail Stop 310C
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1132

Dear Representative Williams:

on behalf of the Single Site School District Consortium, | want
to encourage the House HESS Committee to include .in HE 244
supplemental funding for® the nine single-site districts deleted
from the original House version of HE45. Since the current
foundation program was enacted, the Legislature has recognised
the inherent inequity that exists relative to smaller singla-site
dletricts. It is very important that all twenty-one smaller
single-sice districts receive supplemental funding on an equi—

table basis.

Hopefully, there Wj.11 be future legislation curing this problem
by" amending the foyndation formula 1in such a way as to provide

equity Tfor single-Jdite districts. If this were to occur, it
would eliminate the need for the Legislature to wrestle with this
matter on an annual basis. In the meantime, we trust that there
will be efforts to ensure supplemental funding cor the nine

single-site districts deleted from HB45.

STRICT.AC

B. A. Weinberg, Chairperson?
SINGLE SITE SCHOOL PI: "L ONSGRTIUM



MfiR-16-'SS TUE 08:25 ID: FAX NC: 55 FO1

URGENT M E S S A G E

SINGLE SITE SCHOOL DISTRICT CONSORTIUM
985 KSD WAY
CHEVAK, ALASKA 99563

Marcn 16, 1993

Members, Alaska House of Representatives
Alaska State Capital
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Re: CSHB45(Fin)

Dear Representative:

Yesterday the Senate passed out CSHB45(Fin) which includes
supplemental funding for twelve of the twenty-one smaller single-
funding-community school districts. Unfortunately, however, nine

single-site districts were omitted.

Since the current Foundation Program has been in effect, there
has been recognition that an inequity existed relative to smaller

single-site districts. The Legislature has addressed this
inequity through additional funding outside the Foundation
Program. Although the affected district®"s would have preferred

an amendment to the Foundation Program to resolve this 1issue, we
do appreciate the recognition of the inequity through supplemen—

tal funding.

.Last year the Legislature provided supplemental funding for all

of the smaller single-site districts. The House passed HB45 by a
vote of thirty-six to zero with supplemental funding for all of
the twenty-one smaller sing.le-site districts. We believe that

supplemental funding for all of these districts 1is fair and
necessary until such time as the 1inequity affecting single-site
districts can be addressed through appropriate amendments to the

Foundation Program.

It is not clear to us why the Senate deleted nine districts fronm
the version of the bill passed by the House. However, we
believe that these deletions will only serve to punish children
in the affected districts, and these districts and the children
they serve include some of the poorest in the state. Therefore,
we urge you not to concur with the Senate version and to support
*conference committee action “t0 ensure supplemental funding for
all twenty-one of the smaller aingle-site districts as was the
-desire of the House when originally addressing thi*s bill.



GALENA CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
GALENA, ALASKA 99741
PHONE (907) 656-1205

SUPEKLVIEND
CHCGE

(Heiirqof the Interior)

March 11, 1993

Dear Wanda Cooksey:

Please find below the information requested in regards to the
losis of our single site mapey which has been $150,000 in past

yeafrs!

1) The siAgle site monejfmakes up 8% of our budget.

2) The prodrram impact will\be great it is hard to predict
whiat will be cut. We cut $423,0(10 last year.

3) The $150 ,\ooo will more tha\ likely result in the loss of
tljiree teaching positions.

4) This reduction in staff will r"esult in a 20% increase in
le teacher student ratio.

5 This loss will result in a $1,172\loss per ADM.
hope this information helps, we really need the funds1l

Sincerely,

William L. Miller, £ ,iperintendent

/alb



HOONAH SCHOOL

Hoonah, Al

The .ion.craci5 s:cs r.a
Alaska State Senate

State Capital, Hcom 1
Juneau, AS 9S3CI-11S

Cornelltte
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M h 10, 1923 *
fu0 corn.azi elf* Cirs
A 3,J H ~'I'N
iciirfLur Jin Duncan
MirfSKrt Senate
1.11. Hiix V
JJdiiiirtdii, Alaska
i.UNi i.enatoi uuncan:
V>, W.-ia shocked to hear JIaC nine districts had been removed frcm the single
ibm section c;t ttshb 4S bv tne Finance Committee. There does not seem to be
.-iiv irttlon ale given, other tnan a vague reference to forestreceipts. Forest
ie*-M ipts have only been received by districts for two years, and although we
received a substantial amount of money last year, we were only allocated
i4/,40i this year, and the city withheld S5,000 of that. To use forest service
leceipts as a basis cor dropping our districts is unfair. These funds
i hjiri.ilate a great deal, and many m unicipalities w ith hold portions of the
| mui.*:. vznicn results in a Large discrepancy between funds allocated by the
:i-ii.e. and the actual money received by the districts.
tr- h.iue been fighting the Inequity of the single site funding issue since
le«*.. Three studies have shown that an inequity exists, and we hoped that we
,...11.1 cinaily resolve the problem. The unfortunate thing is that ©people seem
m he thinking or. this as a matter of money, and ignoring the fact that we are
IHiking about cnildren. If we do not receive the single site monies, we w ill
I- i.uced to cul two teachers trora our staff of twelve. We w ill also have to
ieduce our support staff by two to three positions. The result w oill be a
rnmblLiied second and third grade classroom, and the loss of six classes in the
l.igh school curriculum . Many nr the districts cut are among tne poorest in the
s 1L ex, and the:r programs woilj be devastated. We do not have frill type
pmgL.vns, We w ill have to increase class sites and drop core classes. Kids are
mimg to be hurt!
mu students need your support. Please vote to putthe nine districts back
nun wuie bill. Don’'t let our kids become victim s.
sincerely.
C hristine Tolscn Bob Price
President President
Education Hydaburg Education Assoc.

liyaaDurg Board or



MEMO

TO:

FROMi

DATE:

\Vc1f£rs. d itij < zSclzoof[ dd i”~tilL ct
P.O. SOX 450

KAKH, ALASKA 93S2G
(307) 785-3741

Wanda Cooksey

Larry Stout
Superintendent of Schools

March 10, 1993

%of our budget will be reduced by 18%

Program impact of the loss: music, art, high school language arts
person which would weaken the program two elementary teachers

f teachers and staff to be laid off: 3 teachers

%increase in pupil teacher ratio: 3%

S per ADM reduction: $757.00

Kake City School District i3 an Equal Employmnts%%%ni{ysEéT]PAl%ezr:E 0 & Tl i



KLAWOCK ATY SCHOOL DISTRICT

MORP'S 0. VEHVERS Po. Bex 9
Suser.mendcru Klawock. Manka 99925

March 10, 1993

Senator Robin Taylor
ALASKA STATE SENATE
Capital, Room 30
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Taylor,

This letter 1is being written by the Klawock City School
District Board 1in response to the actions of the Senate Finance
Committee to leave out nine Districts from Single Site Funding.
The Impact of this decision on our District would be as follows:

HB 45 Proposed Single Site Funding $147,010
FY 94 Estimated Foundation Funding $1,370,959
Single Site Funding

Percentage of Total 10.67%
Program impact: Options are limited.

However, this funding c"ut translated, to 3
teachers or 17.65% of our.total staff.

A 17,65% cut in staff would increase our
student/teacher ratio by over 30%

This action would cut our state revenue per
ADM by $735.

This action would result in the most damaging impact on
quality education ever experienced by our District, We urge you
to place the education of children ahead of political 1issues.

Sincerely,

| Jor.
Bob Andersairy Presi

-nfyx , A JOMw.yy\O/iitrT"
Ros”™ann \Demm£~t, Vice"-President

35%“kCKaio, MembeT—

h dJ

}ckersoh, Member

TODAY"S EDUCATION MEETING TOMORROW®"S CHALLENGES
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To: W anda Cooksey

From: Bill Boifka, SuperimendenO y?

frPelican School District, -

D ate: March 11, 1993

Subject: Single Sire Funding

Having utilized $230,000 Jn District reserves .,.: the past 3 years to balance the

budget our fund balance is zero.
projecting a deficit of $55,000.

In developing our FY-94 budget we were
Loss of single site funding wouid increase this

figure to $113,600. We are in a panic!

A quick outline of information requested:

>

>

>

>

loss of SS funding would result in an 8% decrease In revenues
program impact due to kss of SS funding:

Pre-School program eliminated
Community Education progrant 63% cut

Distance. Education 100%
Board/A dministration/Slaff professional development - eliminated
Student travel - all: academic / extra-curricular drastically curtailed

special education contracted services minimized

Loss of teachers / staff: 1 certified FTE = 16% reduction
50 classified FTE (teachers aide/special education)

20% Increase in pupil teacher ratio

$1,238 per ADM reduction

Please Note - We do not see any. increase In revenue as a result of Forest Service

receipts.

Tills is a benefit to the City and used In lieu of their local contribution.

HELP - serious situation. What more can we do?

Thanks, Wanda!

P 3l
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A WAY CITY SCHOOL

« Skagway, Alaska 99840 . (907)983-2960

Ser.aror Fred Zharoff
Alaska State legislature
State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1132

Dear Senator Zharoff:

The Skagwav City School District will be cut to the
bone if CS 53 45 is passed.

Our district for years has run a tightbudgeted
program. At this time with the single dual site
funds, we maintain one administrator and 14 teachers.

With the passage of SC HB 45, the Skagwav City School
District will have to cut:

Two teachers

Counseling program

Star Schools (foreign language)
- Drown proofing for elementary students
- Junior high athletic progranm

Cut funding to Close Up

Class sizes increase by 15%

We will lose 9% of our district budget

As an educator, | do not understand why the Skagway
students should be held hostage to state politics.

Sincerely,

Superintendent

BH:dk

cc: Senate Finance Committee



ATanaim ® , A laska
Wednesday
March 10, 1993

Representative Irene Nicholla
"-e''e'a of Representatives
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Nicholia:

I never In my wildest dreams thought | would be writing a letter such as
this to you, but we urgently need your help. What the Senate Majority
Caucus did today to the children of nine Alaska school districts Is the
legislative equivalent of child abuse and neglect. As you know, these
districts are among the very poorest In the state, desperately needing
single site funding, and yet, in what can only be described as the most
calculated, unconscionable exhibition of transparently partisan politics,
eleven senators chose to 96nd a message to the poor and disadvantaged of
Alaska that the senate was noing to make sure that they got poorer; eleven
senators chose to tellthe children of nine districts that they didn't
matter; eleven senators chose to shatter the dream of an equal education
for the children of Bush Alaska; and eleven senators chose to tell the
people in those communities that if their Ilegislators were not in the
majority, then the children of those communities would be made to suffer.

Representative Nicholla, why would these eleven senators do this to any
children, much less those who are disadvantaged? Don'tthey realize that
in many of these communities most of the children come from homes that
have no running water or Indoor plumbing at all, where there Is not even
the modicum of conveniences the majority oi Alaska's children enjoy, and
where the term "children at risk® means about 60% of the population? And
now these eleven senators want to take away the remaining few things in
which these disadvantaged children take pride? Have these eleven

senators no conscience at all?



For our school district, cutting our singla site appropriation means
cutting $122,400 or 10% of our entire budget. We don't have a forest to
tax or an oil well; we are a poor community with no tax base. A 10% cut
moans we either cut teachers, about 2.5 FTE's, or we cut programs-either

way, we hurt already disadvantaged kids! I'm sure you noticed how many
of the single sites belonging to the ele'/e® jenators were not only funded,
but also had tax bases to help with fund’'ng In the first place. These

eleven senators should be ashamed |

When these senators took the oath of office to protect and defend the
constitution of Alaska, It was to protect and defendIt for all Alaskans,

not just those in their constituency. For these eleven aenatora to
willfully attack defenceless children baaed upon who the
children'* legislator* are, Is clearly the legislative equivalent
of child abuse and neglect. Those of us In Bush Alaska will do

anything wo can to help you answer this abhorrent behavior which s

completely unbecoming the office these eleven hold.

Finally, Representative Nicholia, please forgive me for being so blunt, but
like you | cannot allow anyone to harm the children | serve or any other
children in Alaska, for that matter. Isn't it sad that those eleven senators
don't feel the same? Thank you for continuing to be a strong advocate for

kids!

Teacher & Superintendent
Tanana City School



DATE: MARCH 10, 1993

TO; Senators Adams, Duncan, Donley, Ellis, Frank, Halford,' Jacko, Kelly,
Kertulla, Leman, Lincoln, Little, Miller, Pearce, Phillips, Riager, Sslo,

Sharp, Taylor, and Zharoff

PRCM: Cathy Filrls, jTanana City School
District Eoard of Education President

RE; SCSCSHB45 (FIN)

Dear Senators,

As a single site district in rural Alaska, we are extremely outraged

and upset by the Senate Majority's actions today In cutting our district
the single site supplemental In SCSCSHS45 (FIN) for what appears tc
political reasons. Essentially,

from
b« purely arbitrary, personal, and partisan
you are holding our children hostage to your own internal politics with no
justifiable rationale. You may have been elected from one district, but
when you took the oath of office, you swore to uphoid the constitution and
advocate for the best Interests of all the people of Alaska, especially the
children,

The supplemental of $122,000 comprises 10% of our budget. We
would have to cut 2.5 FTE In our professional staff Increasing not only the
pupil-teacher ratio but the difficulty In providing an adequate basic K-12
education to all of our students. With no relief for reducing staff by
program rather than seniority, we would have to RIF our 4ih~5th grade
secondary math andscience teacher, andour Kkindergarten
present,we new provide 6 world class years of math,
language arts, and science to 100% of our secondary kids. Why would you
even consider cutting back the funds for educating predominantly rural,
native Kkids who are aiready disadvantaged in eo many ways? We can't

even make up the difference in the funding as we have very little tax base
already been held at the same amount of state
and

teacher, our
teacher. At

or local economy. We have
funding since 1986 with no Increases or Inflation proofing

additionally, we have had to beg for the extra amount that It takes to run a
small school district every year.

We urge you io set aside your petty personal politics, act responsibly

for all of the childrenat ail of the single sit© districtsin Alaska, and

pass the Single Site Supplemental funding for all of the districts.

Tanann City School Olitrict

sinnsTd ifcCd uibsz:sa es, n yew
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P.O. EOX 429 * YAKUTAT, ALASKA 99629 * (907) 784-3317

March 10. 1993

Dear Senator Zharoff:

The Yakuiat School District and other single sits school districts have been
trying ic reach some equality in the foundation formula for some time. The legislature
has responded favorably to this issue in the past. The Senate finance committee
today dropped Galena, Hydaburg, Hoonah, Kake, Klawock, Psli'‘can, Skagway,
Tanana. as well as Yakutat from the list to receive funding for FY94. This would be
tragic for our school district and the quality of education for cur students.

Currently, Yakutat School District has an elementary school building and a
secondary school building. This District is run by one administrator who serves as the
principals and superintendent. The number of programs that we have available for cur
students is minimal. We have reduced operating costs by tapping into a waste heat
system, reduced maintenance costs for grounds and the parking lot, not purchasing
much needed equipment, and maximizing staff usa. The question would be "CUT

WHAT?"

No single site supplemental funding would mean a reduction in our budget of
7%. Based on extremely conservative estimates we have had a cost of living increase
of 2%. These two items combined would have a net effect of a 9% reduction in

budgetary potential.

This could mean a reduction of 2 teachers, fewer supplies and maiarials while
trying to restructure our curriculum, or reduction of support staff.

Why are we penalizing the students of the Yakutat School District by decreasing
programs and opportunities to such a low level? We are supposed to be improving
education, but this move would cartainly not do anything for equality of education in
Alaska. Tnis money or equivalent funding is crucial to Yakutat.

If this is indeed a political game, please do net use the education of children as
the pawns.

Sincerely;

lany Eklund - supt.





