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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

H B  2 1 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E i l e e n  P. M a c L e a n

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  H B  2 1 7  is  to  r e q u i r e  N a t iv e  c o r p o r a t io n 's  u n d e r  th e  A la s k a  
N a t iv e  C la im s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  ( A N C S A )  to  h o ld  a m in o r 's  d iv id e n d s  in  an  
i n te r e s t  b e a r in g  a c c o u n t  w h i le  th e  m in o r  is  in  c u s to d y  o f  th e  s ta te .

W ith  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  A N C S A  o n  D e c e m b e r  18 , 1 9 7 1 , u n iq u e  N a t iv e  r e g io n a l  
c o r p o r a t i o n s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  e v e r y  A la s k a  N a t iv e  b e c a m e  e l i g ib l e  to  
r e c e iv e  1 0 0  s h a r e s  o f  a  r e g io n a l  c o r p o r a t io n  s to c k .  U n d e r  th e  o r ig in a l  a c t ,  
th e  s to c k  w a s  i n a l i e n a b l e  a n d  c o u ld  n o t  b e  s o ld  o r  o th e r w i s e  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  
( e x c e p t  b y  i n h e r i t a n c e ) ,  u n t i l  D e c e m b e r  1 8 , 1 9 9 1 . S to c k  w a s  l im i t e d  to  
l iv in g  N a t iv e s  a s  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 8 , 1 9 7 1 .  T h o s e  b o r n  a f t e r  t h a t  d a te ,  
" a f t e r b o r n s " ,  c o u ld  o n ly  a c q u i r e  s to c k  b y  in h e r i ta n c e .

T h e  c r e a t io n  o f  A N C S A  c o r p o r a t io n s  r e s u l te d  in  a  n e w  c la s s  o f  m in o r 's  w h o  
w e r e  s im i la r ly  s i tu a te d  in  t h a t  th e y  w e r e  e l i g ib l e  f o r  1 0 0  s h a r e s  o f  N a t iv e  
c o r p o r a t i o n  s to c k .  In  a n  e f f o r t  to  i n s u r e  p r o te c t io n  o f  d iv id e n d  f u n d s  fo r  
m in o r s  in  s ta t e  c u s to d y  th e  s t a t e  f i l e d  a  c la s s  a c t i o n  s u i t  to  a s s u r e  th a t  
d iv id e n d s  w e r e  p r o te c te d  a n d  s p e n t  f o r  th e  c h i l d 's  b e n e f i t  w h i l e  in  s ta te  
c u s to d y .  B e c a u s e  th e  s to c k  w a s  i s s u e d  o n ly  to  A la s k a  N a t iv e s  l iv in g  o n  
D e c e m b e r  1 8 , 1 9 7 1  a n d  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  s to c k  o w n e r s h ip  w e r e  s e t  to  
e x p i r e  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 8 , 1 9 9 1 , th e  i s s u e  o f  p r o te c t in g  d iv id e n d s  o f  m in o r s  
in  s ta t e  c u s to d y  w a s  t e m p o r a r y .

In  1 9 8 7 , C o n g r e s s  a m e n d e d  A N C S A  a n d  e x te n d e d  th e  a l ie n a b i l i ty ,  o f  N a t iv e  
c o r p o r a t i o n  s to c k  i n d e f i n i t e l y .  T h e  f e d e r a l  a m e n d m e n ts  to  A N C S A  h a v e  
b r o u g h t  b a c k  th e  i s s u e  o f  d iv id e n d  p r o te c t io n  f o r  c h i ld r e n  in  s ta te  c u s to d y  
a n d  r a i s e d  th e  n e e d  f o r  a  p e r m a n e n t  s o lu t io n .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  
o f  H e a l th  a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  a n d  N a t iv e  c o r p o r a t io n s  h a v e  r e q u e s t e d  th is  
l e g i s l a t i o n .

H B  2 1 7  a d d s  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  to  c o r p o r a t i o n s  o r g a n iz e d  u n d e r  th e  A la s k a  
N a t iv e  C la im s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  r e q u i r in g  th e  c o r p o r a t io n  to  s e t  u p  in te r e s t  
b e a r i r  g a c c o u n t s  f o r  m in o r s  h e ld  in  s ta t e  c u s to d y  u n d e r  th e  c h i ld - in - n e e d -  
o f - a id  c a te g o r y .  T h e  b i l l  p r o h ib i t s  th e  c o r p o r a t io n  f r o m  u s in g  th e  p r o p e r ty  
in  th e  a c c o u n t  u n le s s  a p p r o v e d  b y  a  c o u r t  a n d  s p e c i f ie s  w h e n  c o r p o r a t io n s  
c a n  d i s t r i b u t e  p r o p e r t y .



S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  
H i3 2 1 7  
p a g e  2

H B  2 1 7  e x e m p t s  th e  r e t e n t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  d i v i d e n d s  a n d  
d i s t r i b u t io n s  u n d e r  th is  l e g i s l a t i o n  f r o m  th e  U n i f o r m  T r a n s f e r s  to  M in o r s  
A c t  ( U T M A ) .  U T M A  s e t s  o u t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  c u s t o d i a n s  o f  N a t iv e  
c o r p o r a t io n  s to c k .  H B  2 1 7  d o e s  n o t  a f f e c t  th e  p r o c e d u r e  o r  r e q u i r e m e n ts  
fo r  c u s to d ia n s  o f  N a t iv e  c o r p o r a t i o n  s to c k ,  i t  r e q u i r e s  N a t iv e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  
to  h o ld  d iv id e n d s  in  an  i n t e r e s t  b e a r in g  a c c o u n t  w h i l e  a  m in o r  is  in  s ta te  

c u s t o d y .

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l th  a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  is  in  s u p p o i t  o f  t l r  b i l l .  H B  
2 1 7  h a s  a  z e ro  f is c a l  n o to .



M E M  O R  A N D U M

DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA

130 Seward Street, Suite 409 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M a rc h  10, 1993

S e c tio n a l S u m m a ry  o f  H B  217

R e p re se n ta tiv e  E ile e n  M acL ean  
A ttn : R e n a

T h e re s a  L. B a n n is te r  
L eg isla tive  C o u n se l

Y o u  h av e  re q u e s te d  a  se c tio n a l su m m a ry  o f  th e  a b o v e -d e s c r ib  d bill.

As a  p re lim in a ry  m a tte r , n o te  th a t  a sec tio n a l su m m ary  o f  a  bill shou ld  n o t  be  
c o n s id e re d  an  a u th o r ita tiv e  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  th e  bill a n d  th e  bill itse lf is th e  b e s t 
s ta te m e n t  o f  its co n ten ts .

S ec tio n  1. A d d s  a  new  sec tio n  to  th e  c h a p te r  o n  fo r-p ro fit c o rp o ra tio n s .

S ec. 10 .06 .961(a) req u ire s  a  N a tiv e  c o rp o ra tio n  o rg an iz ed  u n d e r  A S  10.06 an d  u n d e r  
th e  A lask a  N a tiv e  C laim s S e t tle m e n t  A c t (A N S C A ) to  re ta in  a  m in o r ’s d iv idends an d  
o th e r  d istr ib u tio n s  in an  in te re s t-b e a rin g  a c co u n t w hile  th e  m in o r  is in th e  cu sto d y  o f 
th e  s ta te  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .1 0 .0 1 0 (a)(2 ) (ch ild -in -n eed -o f-a id  ca teg o ry ).

Sec . 10 .06 .961(b) p ro h ib its  th e  c o rp o ra tio n  fro m  using  th e  p ro p e r ty  in the  a c co u n t 
un less th e  use  is a p p ro v e d  by a co u rt.

Sec. 10 .06.961(c) tells th e  c o rp o ra tio n  w h e n  it can  d is tr ib u te  th e  p ro p e r ty  in th e  
acco u n t.

Sec. 10 .06 .961(d) s ta te s  tha* th e  re te n tio n  a n d  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  d iv idends a n d  
d is tr ib u tio n s  u n d e r  th is sec tio n  is n o t su b je c t to  th e  A lask a  U n ifo rm  T ra n s fe rs  to  
M in o rs  A c t (A S  13.46).

Sec. 10 .06 .961(e) de fines  "m inor" fo r th e  sec tion .

S ec tio n  2. Is a  tra n s itio n  p ro v is io n  fo r sec . 1. S ta te s  th a t  sec. 1 d o e s n ’t a p p ly  to  
d iv idends p a id , o r  d istr ib u tio n s  m a d e  by th e  c o rp o ra tio n  b e fo re  sec. 1 tak es  e ffec t.

T L B :gc
93-219.glc
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P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

H B  217

F o r  A n  A c t  E n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n
d i v i d e n d s  a n d  o t h e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  d u e  to m i n o r s  in c u s t o d y . "

B a c k g r o u n d

W h e n  c h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  (ANCSA) b e c a m e  
l a w  on D e c e m b e r  18, 1 9 7 1  e v e r y  l i v i n g  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  w a s  
e n t i t l e d  to  100 s h a r e s  of s t o c k  i n  a r e g i o n a l  n a t i v e  
c o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  d e p e n d i n g  o n  the r e s i d e n c e  l o c a t i o n  to 
b e c o m e  a s h a r e h o l d e r  in a v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n  as w e l l . 
A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  b o r n  a f t e r  D e c e m b e r  18, 1971 (" a f t e r b o r n s ") 
c o u l d  b e c o m e  s h a r e h o l d e r s  o n l y  b y  i n h e r i t a n c e .

W i t h  v e r y  l i m i t e d  e x c e p t i o n s ,  c o r p o r a t e  s t o c k  i n  r e g i o n a l  
a n d  v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  s o l d  o r  o t h e r w i s e  
d i s p o s e d  of u n t i l  D e c e m b e r  18, 1991. O n  t h a t  d a t e  the s t o c k  
in r e g i o n a l  a n d  v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  w a s  to b e  c a n c e l e d  a n d  
n e w  s h a r e s  i s s u e d .  T h e  n e w  s t o c k  w a s  to b e  w i t h  o u t  the 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  o r  a l i e n a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  r e q u i r e d  o r i g i n a l l y  
i s s u e d  u n d e r  A N C S A .  C o n g r e s s  a m e n d e d  A N C S A  p r i o r  to D e c e m b e r  
1 8 , 1 9 9 1  a n d  r e t a i n e d  t h e  a l i e n a b i l i t y  of n a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n  
stock. T h i s  a c t i o n  h o l d s  the s t o c k  to the o r i g i n a l  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  act.

A  c l a s s  a c t i o n  s u i t  w a s  b r o u g h t  o n  b e h a l f  of c h i l d r e n  i n  the 
c u s t o d y  of t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  (Ak. v  A h t n a )  to a s s u r e  t h a t  s t o c k  1 
d i v i d e n d s  w e r e  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  e x p e n d i t u r e  b y  
the m i n o r ' s  p a r e n t ( s ) .  T r u s t  a c c o u n t s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  at 
A l a s k a  b a n k s  on  b e h a l f  of t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  i n  c u s t o d y  of the 
d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  n o t i c e  w a s  g i v e n  to the t r u s t  o f f i c e r  b y  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  w h e n  a c h i l d  e n t e r e d  o r  l e f t  s t a t e  c u s t o d y .  T h i s  
p r o c e s s  e n d e d  w h e n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d i v i d e n d  h o l d e r s  r e a c h e d  t h e  
a g e  of m a j c r i t y  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e i r  a s s e t s  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  
a f i d u c i a r y  issue.

N o w  the i s s u e  of " a f t e r  b o r n "  d i v i d e n d  h o l d e r s  h a s  b r o u g h t  
b a c k  t h e  n e e d  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  of d i v i d e n d  f u n d s  f o r  m i n o r s  
that a r e  in  the d e p a r t m e n t ' s  c u s t o d y .

1
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A n a l y s i s / P r o g r a m  I m p a c t

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  r e c o g n i s e s  the n e e d  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  of 
d i v i d e n d s  p a i d  to m i n o r s  in t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  c u s t o d y .
F a i l u r e  to e s t a b l i s h  t h e s e  p r o t e c t i o n  e x p o s e s  c h i l d r e n  t o  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  b y  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s .

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  b e l i e v e s  th a t  the n a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a r e  
b e s t  a b l e  to p r o t e c t  d i v i d e n d s  t h a t  a r e  i s s u e d  to " a f t e r  
b o r n  " c h i l d r e n .  T h i s  b e l i e f  s u p p o r t s  s e l f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  f o r  
A l a s k a  N a t i v e  c h i l d r e n  b y  e n a b l i n g  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  to a c t  
in the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of the c h i l d  b y  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  the 
c h i l d  is t h e  u l t i m a t e  b e n e f a c t o r  of t h e  d i v i d e n d .

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  w o r k  w i t h  c o r p o r a t i o n s  to i d e n t i f y  
c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  in  c o r p o r a t i o n s  d i s t r i b u t i n g  d i v i d e n d s  
w h e n  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  e n t e r  a n d  l e a v e  c u s t o d y .  W h e n  c u s t o d y  
o r d e r s  a r e  e n t e r e d  f o r  a A l a s k a  N a t i v e  y o u t h  e n r o l l e d  in a n  
A N C S A  c o r p o r a t i o n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  the 
i n f o r m a t i o n  to the c o r p o r a t i o n  s o  t h a t  the p r o p e r  a c c o u n t  
f o r  the f u n d s  m a y  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d .

D E P A R T M E N T S  P O S I T I O N

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  b i l l  as it w o u l d  
p r o t e c t  t h e  d i v i d e n d s  of the " a f t e r  b c r n "  c h i l d r e n  e n t e r i n g  
o r  l e a v i n g  s t a t e  c u s t o d y .  It s u p p o r t s  the u n d e r p i n n i n g s  of 
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  m i s s i o n  to a c t  i n  the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  
c h i l d  w h i l e  at the s a m e  t i m e  s u p p o r t i n g  s e l f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
b y  e n a b l i n g  the c o r p o r a t i o n  to a c t  as the c h i l d ' s  f i d u c i a r y .

R e c o m m e n d e d : / / I  f ) l /
r / 7 “

D e b o r a h  R. Wing, D i r e c t o r
D i v i s i o n  of F a m i l y  a n d  Y o u t h  S e r v i c e s

A p p r o v e d :

T h e o d o r e  A. M a l a  MD, M P H  
C o m m i s s i o n e r
D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E i l e e n  M a c L e a n  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t v r e  
P.O. B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  E i l e e n :

>tter is b e i n g  s e n t  in s u p p o r t  o f  H B  217 w h i c h  w i l l  
c o r p o r a t i o n s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c r e a t e  d i v i d e n d  a c c o u n t s  
t a r e h o l d e r s  u n d e r  s t a t e  c u s t o d y .

S l o p e  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  h a s  r e c e i v e d  r e q u e s t s  f r o m  
1 f o r  t h e  B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s  t o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  
it o f  a c c o u n t s  f o r  m i n o r s  u n d e r  S t a t e  c u s t o d y  t o  
t h e  m i n o r s '  b e n e f i t s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d ,  s o  t h e  p a s s a g e  of 
b e  o f  b e n e f i t  f o r  o u r  s h a r e h o l d e r s .

w i l l  h e l p  g i v e  A S R C  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c r e a t e  d i v i d e n d  
I s a v e  t h e  d i v i d e n d s  of t h e  m i n o r  s h a r e h o l d e r s  s o  t h a t  
tnds c a n  b e  u s e d  o n  t h e i r  b e h a l f  o r  d i v i d e n d s  c a n  b e  
: a c c o u n t  u n t i l  t h e  m i n o r  r e a c h e s  t h e  a g e  of 18 y e a r s .

,s m i n o r  s h a r e h o l d e r s  u n d e r  t h e  c a r e  o f  i m m e d i a t e  
irs b e c a u s e  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  a r e  i n c a r c e r a t e d  b u t  
p  is s t i l l  u n d e r  t h e  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  a n d  t h e y  a r e  n o t  
e l i n q u i s h  c u s t o d i a n s h j o .  U n l e s s  t h e r e  is a c o u r t  
iating p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  a n d  l e g a l  g u a r d i a n s h i p  
v i d e n d s  h a v e  t o  b e  i s s u e d  t o  t h e  c u s t o d i a n  of r e c o r d .

a s k e d  o u r  l e g a l  c o u n s e l  t o  r e v i e w  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  
e e  i f  t h e r e  a r e  a d d i t i o n a l  m a t t e r s  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  
d  i n  t h i s  B i l l  a n d  w i l l  a d v i s e  y o u  as  s o o n  as 
t h e r e  a r e  s u c h  a d d i t i o n a l  m a t t e r s .

S l o p e  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  h i g h l y  r e c o m m e n d s  t h e  
B 2 1 7  s o  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  m i n o r  s h a r e h o l d e r s  c a n  b e

• Avenue • Suite 300 • Anchorage • Alaska • 99518-3035 • (907) 349-2369 • FAX (907 ) 349-5476

p a k ,  E i l e e n I

S i n c e r e l y ,

F l o s s i e  C h r e s t m a n  
C o r p o r a t e  S e c r e t a r y
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C O O K  IN L E T  R E G I O N , I N C

March 23, 1993

Eileen MacLean 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Re: House Bill No. 217, "An Act relating to Native corporation dividends and other
distributions due to minors in state custody"

Dear Representative MacLean;

CIRI strongly supports House Bill No. 217 as an attempt to close a gap in the law that 
endangers the interests of minor shareholders who have been placed in the custody of 
the state as children in need of aid.

The Alaska Uniform Transfers to Minors Act ("AUTMA") requires Native corporations 
such as CIRI to make distributions on behalf of a minor shareholder to the adult who has 
been appointed custodian for that minor's stock pursuant to the AUTMA. That 
requirement creates a troubling situation when the State has removed physical custody 
of the child from that adult, who nevertheless remains custodian of the stock presumably 
until the special provisions of the AUTMA for terminating stock custodianships have 
been invoked. House Bill No. 217 should remedy that situation and help protect the 
minor shareholder's dividends from misuse.

I do have two comments regarding the legislation as currently drafted. First, I note that it 
applies only to minors in the custody of the State of Alaska and not to those in the 
custody of other states. CIRI (and, we believe, many other Native corporations) typically 
has several minor shareholders at any given time who are in the custody of states other 
than Alaska. The Alaska Statutes (A.S. 13.16.705(e)) make Alaska the situs of ANCSA 
stock regardless of where the shareholder lives, thus affording all Alaska Natives—  
residents of Alaska and non-residents alike— uniform and consistent rules regarding their 
ANCSA stock. The AUTMA itself purports to apply to all custodianships of ANCSA stock, 
again without regard to the residence of either the transferee or transferor shareholder. I 
suggest that House Bill No. 217 be broadened to extend the same protection to minors 
in tne custody of other states, since in 'I other aspects their situation is the same as that 
of children in need of aid in Alaska.
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Second, the draft legislation provides for the distribution to the legal guardian of the 
minor of all monies held if state custody terminates while the minor is under eighteen. I 
note this potential problem: Unless the original stock custodian has been removed by 
court order in accordance with the AUTMA, and a new custodian appointed, the 
question will arise whether subsequent distributions must still be delivered to the 
original stock custodian, even if physical and legal custody of the child himself has been 
removed from that person.

On behalf of CIRI, I am gratified that efforts are being made to fill a gap in the statutes to 
resolve a problem that seriously affects certain of our shareholders.

Very truly yours,

COOK INLET REGION, INC.

Vice President, Administration

cc: Roy Huhndorf
Car! Marrs



To: T h e  B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s  o f  A r c t i c  S l o p e  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n
P.O. B o x  129 
B a r r o w ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 2 3

Dear: M e m b e r s  of t h e  Board:

Hello, m y  n a m e  is B e r t h a  E Akp i k ,  A k o o t c h o o k ,  I a m  a s h a r e h o l d e r  of 
A r c t i c  S l o p e  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n .  O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  m i n o r  c h i l d r e n  
i n v o l v e d ,  I w o u l d  li k e  t o  t a k e  t i m e  t o  p u t  in w r i t i n g  m y  c o n c e r n  
w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  on  m y  m i n d  f o r  q u i t e  s o m e  t i m e  now, a n d  b e c a u s e  X 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  it is a v e r y  s e n s i t i v e  i s s u e  w h i c h  m a y  a f f e c t  and 
a d d r e s s  s o m e  s h a r e h o l d e r s  a n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h i s  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  
I f e e l  i t  is b e s t  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  m e  t o  p u t  it in t o  w r i t i n a  for 
t h e  r e c o r d  i n s t e a d  o f  a d d r e s s i n g  i t  to t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  so  that 
I m a y  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  d i r e c t  it t o  a n y o n e  w h o  m a y  f a l l  u n d e r  th i s  
c a t e g o r y .

A s  y o u  a l l  m a y  know, m y  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r ,  N e l l i e  R u t h  A k p i k  I t t a  di e d  
of an u n t i m e l y  d e a t h  as a r e s u l t  of d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  
of t h e  n a t u r e  of h e r  d e a t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  p r e t t y  m u c h  left 
as o r p h a n ' s  s i n c e  t h e i r  f a t h e r ,  b y - l a w ;  h a s , b e e n  granted„ a n _ 9^ e r  
n o t  to h a v e  a n y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  m i n o r  c h i l d r e n .

S i n c e  t h e  t r a g e d y ,  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y  of N e l l i e  R  I t t a  h a s  t a k e n  
o n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of r a i s i n g  t h e s e  f o u r  c h i l d r e n .

L e o n a r d  a n d  I h a v e  b e e n  g r a n t e d  p h y s i c a l  c u s t o d y  o f  N o r a  M a r i e  and 
R o b e r t  T h o m a s  Jr., Mr. a n d  Mrs. M a x  A k p i k  of  W a i n w r i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  
g r a n t e d  t h e  p h y s i c a l  c u s t o d y  of  E l l i s  M a t h e w ,  a n d  m y  m o t h e r  Mrs. 
M a r j o r i e  A k p i k  a n d  M i s s  T h e r s s a  A k p i k  h a v e  b e e n  g r a n t e d  d u e l  
p h y s i c a l  c u s t o d y  of  t h e  y o u n g e s t  c h i l d ,  E l l e n  Joyce.

B y  S t a t e  law, D i v i s i o n  o f  F a m i l y  a n d  Y o u t h  s e r v i c e s  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  
l e g a l  c u s t o d y  of t h e  m i n o r  c h i l d r e n  o f  R o b e r t  a n d  N e l l i e  It t a  
( d e c e a s e d ) . B u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A r c t i c  S l o p e  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  
S h o c k  r e c o r d s ,  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  s t i l l  in t h e  u n d e r  t h e  l egal 
g u a r d i a n s h i p  of R o b e r t  A l l e n  Itta, Sr, . A s  w e  k n o w ,  A . S . R . C .  
d i v i d e n d s  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  in D e c e m b e r  of 1SS2. a n d  s i n c e  t h e  s t o c k  
r e c o r d s  s h o w  t h a t  R o b e r t  Itta, Sr. is s t i l l  t h e  l e g a l  g u a r d i a n  of 
t h e  m i n o r  c h i l d r e n  i n v o l v e d ;  we, t h e  P H Y S I C A L  C U S T O D I A N S  w e r e  
u n a b l e  t o  r e t r i e v e  t h e  d i v i d e n d s  f o r  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n .  I h a v e  
u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  f r o m  R o b e r t  I t t a  S r  t o  s i g n  a n  A S R C  
" W a i v e r " o f  c u s t o d i a n s h i p  a n d  t u r n  o v e r  t h e  l e g a l  g u a r d i a n s h i p  
r e g a r d i  ,ig A S R C  s h a r e s  o v e r  to t h e  m e m b e r s  of  t h e  f a m i l y  b u t  h a v e  
o n l y  r e c e i v e d  n e g a t i v e  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  him. T h a t  is w h y  I am 
r e q u e s t i n g  y o u r  s u p p o r t  t o  c o n s i d e r  a w a r d i n g  t h o s e  d i v i d e n d s  w h i c h  
a r e  s t i l l  b e i n g  h e l d  a.t A . S . R . C .  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  the 
b e n e f i t  of t h e  c h i l d r e n .  I w o u l d  a l s o  ’li k e  t o  t h a n k  M i c h a e l  S t o t t s  
a n d  h i s  s t a f f  f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  a s s i s t  me.

D a te : M a rc h  1 1 , 1993



In c l o s i n g  , I h i g h l y  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  
e s t a b l i s h  a n  a c c o u n t  p r o g r a m  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  P e r m a n e n t  
D i v i d e n d  F u n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  to i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t f u l  g a u r d i a n  
r e c e i v e s  t h e  d i v i d e n d  on  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  m i n o r  c h i l d  w h o  is l i v i n g  
w i t h  them, w h e t h e r  h e  o r  s h e  is, o r  i s n ' t  in S t a t e  C u s t o d y ,  i.e; 
aunt, u n c l e ,  g r a n d p a r e n t s . ,  and, o r  e s t a b l i s h  a t r u s t  f u n d  a c c o u n t  
for o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e  in l o n g - t e r m  l e g a l  c u s t o d y  of t h e  state.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  in v o i c i n g  m y  c o n c e r n .  If y o u  h a v e  any 
q u e s t i o n s  y o u  c a n  r e a c h  m e  a t  8 5 2 - 5 5 9 0 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B e r t h a  E A k o o t c h o o k  
P.O. B o x  2 5 1  
Barrow, A l a s k a  99723

C.2s‘- Ofo f t , £ \




