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FISCALIMOTE !

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO: HB 1Q0

1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date:

Title: * An anr mlaring tn criminal charges BRU:
mrnnght against miners.’ Component:
Sponsor: neprfisentative Bnnrle

Requestor: Representative Bunde COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (inflation not included)

OPERATING FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0-

CAPITAL -0-

REVENUE FUND -0-
SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receiots
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receiots
1006 GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0

Estimate of current year (FY 93) impact: $

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

No significant fiscal impact upon the Alaska State Troopers is anticipated.

Prepared By: Francis C. Allan_ Phone:
Division: Alaska State Troopers * Date:
Date:

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: ftfefirffil__Burton. Dept..nf PuhlidSafp.ty

Dept. Affected: Pnhlir Safplv
Alaska State Trooners

nprarhmpnts

FY 98 FY 99

7R9-RRO1
02/05/93

. 275/93

PREPARER TO PROVidFALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office

r<. nm

Page 1 of



FISCAL NOTE f

STATE OF ALASKA BELLNO. HB 100
1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: Department Affected: ~ Administration
Title: 'An Act relating to criminal charges brought against 8RU: Office of Public Advocacy
minors.' Component: Office of Public Advocacy
Sponsor: Representative Bunde

Requestor: House HESS COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 43
EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

OPERATING FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 4.0 41 4.2 4.3 4.4 45
CONTRACTUAL 48.2 49.6 51.1 52.6 54.2 55.8
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 52.2 53.7 55.3 56.9 58.6 60.3
CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
REVENUE
FUND SOURCE: 0 0 0 0 0 0
FUNDING:

1002 Federal Receipts 0 0 0 0 0 0
1003 GF Match 0 0 0 0 0 0
1004 GF 52.2 53.7 55.3 56.9 58.6 60.3
1005 GF/Program Receipts

1006 GF/MHTIA 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 52.2 53.7 55.3 56.9 58.6 60.3
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0

TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year (FY93) impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
See Attached Analysis

Prepared by: Brant McGee, Public Advocate Phone: 274-1684

Division: Office of Public Advocacy Date:

Approved by Commissioner: Nancy Bear Usera m L . J /

Aaency: Administration m A Date: //£ >i/? ?m
r \° =

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office
Rev 11/92 Page J of_2_

2ARB93/3601._ KM



CONTINT TION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

For Bill/Resolution No HB -

Passage of HB100 will cause fundamental changes 1in the way that
many juvenile cases are now processed through the jJjustice system.
In several important classes of cases the bill would create a
presumption-"that the juvenile is not amenable to treatment and
should therefore be waived into adult court. This section of the
law will generate many more waiver hearings at which it will be
necessary for both the state and the defense to call experts in
psychology and psychiatry to provide evidence to the court
regarding amenability to treatment.

During calendar 1992 OPA provided representation to approximately
20 juveniles who were Subject to current-waiver proceedings. It
is: anticipated that passage Of HB100 would generate at least 10
more cases statewide that would involve both waiver proceedings
and subsequent proceedings in adult court. Average contractor
costs for these cases during calendar 1992 in Anchorage was
$3,820-00. Expert costs are estimated, at $1.0 per case. The
contractual costs reflected on the attached fiscal note are

therefore $48.2 for FY94.

The automatic waiver provisions of KB100 are also triggered
whenever a juvenile charged with a Class A or Unclassified felony
has been previously adjudicated on a felony. This provision 1is
likely to generate many more contested adjudications 1in juvenile
court because any admission to a felony would create the
necessary predicate for an automatic waiver if the julanile was
later charged with a serious felony. There is little doubt that
HB10Q will generate more contested adjudications, but because we
are unable to provide any estimate of the cost of such a trend it
is not included in the fiscal note.

It should also be noted that one recent waiver case, not yet
completed, has already cost this agency $8,755.00.



FISCAL NQTE
STATE OF ALASKA
1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: Dept. Affected:
Title: "An act relating to criminal charges BRU:

brought attains! minors.” Component:
Sponsor: Representative C. Bunde

Requestor:

OPERATING FY94 FY95 FY.9
PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 00 0.0

CAPITAL |

REVENUE FUND SOURCE

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL 0.0 00 0.0

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year (FY93) impact: 0.0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page ii necessary)

See attached for Fiscal Note Analysis

Prepared by: Deborah R. Wing. Director Q

Division: Department of Health & Social Services
Approved by Commissioner: *Theodore A. Mala. MgfM PH
Agency: Department of fiealth & Social Services

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

BILL NO. IIB 100

Health and Social Services
Youth Facilities Services
MYC.FYF.NYF.JYC & BYF

FY97 FY98

0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0

Phone: 465-3191
Date: 02/05/93

Date:

PREPARER .TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office

(flov 11/92/93fisno.xIs/DBR

A H
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Fiscal Note
HB 100

ANALYSIS:

This bill would require the charging, prosecuting, and sentencing in adult court juveniles
age 15 and older who are alleged tc have committed the following crimes:
murder, attempted murder, or solicited murder;
an unclassified or A felony and the youth has been previously adjudicated as a
delinquent for a felony offense;
or for a felony of any degree if the minor has been previously convicted as an
adult for a felony offense.

Although the bill states that such minors will be charged, prosecuted and sentenced in
adult court for the crimes mentioned above, it is unclear where such a minor will be
"housed" during each stage of the process. The Department of Health & Social Services
assumes that youth convicted and sentenced under the adult system would be
incarcerated in adult facilities.

Based on this assumption, there would be no additional costs to the Department resulting
from this bill.

Page 2 of 2



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 100
1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Rewsion Date: Department Affected: Administration
Tills: 'An Act relating to criminal charges brought against minors.' BRU: Public Defender Agency
Component: Public Defender Agency
Sponsor: Representative Bunde
Requestor * COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 1631
EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

OPERATING FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99
PERSONAL SERVICES 62.3 64.2 66.1 68.1 70.1 72.2
TRAVEL 6.0 6.2 6.4 6.4 6.8 7.0
CONTRACTUAL 15.0 155 16.0 16.5 17.0 175
SUPPLIES 2.0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 4.0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS. CLAMS 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 89.3 85.9 88.5 91.2 93.7 96.7
CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING:
1002 Federal Receipts 0 0 0 0
1003 GF Match 0
1004 GF 89.3 85.9 88.5 91.2 93.7 96.7
1005 GF/Proqi: 0 0 0 0
1006 GF/MHTIA 0 0 0 0
OTHER 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 89.3 85.9 88.5 91.2 93.7 96.7
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0
Estimate of current year (FY93) impact:
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
See Attached
Prepared by: John Salemi, Public Defender il Phone: 279-7541
Division:  Public Defender Agency \ Date:
Approved by Commissioner Nancy Bear Usera f; / : /
Agency: Administration {r UT Dale: /S ‘IMS >
PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office
Rev 11/92 Page 1 of 5
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FISCALNOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 100
1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS: (continued)

Fiscal Impact

Itis the Public Defender's position that there will be a distinct fiscal impact on this agency if HB 1(X) passes into law. In prior years when similar legislative
proposals were being promoted the Department of Law had suggested that ten (10) or less children would be affected statewide by this type of legislation.
The Public Defender Agency is very skeptical of those estimates. The changes proposed provide for automatic waiver of juveniles 15 years of age and
older accused of murder, attempted murder and/or solicited murder. This hill also provides for waiver for any 15-year old or above charged with an
unclassified or class Afelony under certain circumstances. Tnose circumstances involve the prior criminal/juvenile history of the child in that wher~a minor
has previously been adjudicated as a delinquent in this or another jurisdiction for felony level conduct the case will go to adult court. The Public Defender
Agency estimates suggest that there will be at least ten cases in Anchorage which will triggerwaiver into adult court under this new proposal. Other areas
of the state will generate additional cases.

Other juvenile cases will also be affected by this law in that it will be very important for lawyers representing minors accused of delinquent acts to advise
them of the effect of admitting felony level conduct. The minor will be advised that a serious subsequent charge following admission to feiony level conduct
in a petition of delinquency will result in likely waiver into adult court concomitant with the serious penalties which are available and regularly imposed.
The result will be that many more original petitions against minors will be contested in juvenile court. Under the current system most kids "fess up’ and
little court wrangling occurs as a guilt or innocence. The court and the parties can then focus on therapy and rehabilitation. The new system will undermine
this focus and will create a labor intensive adjudicative stage for both prosecution and defense.

In FY 92 the Public Defender Agency processed 17,094 cases with only 54 staff attorneys spread out over 12 office locations. Of these 17,000+ case,
500 were juvenile delinquency matters. Because juvenile proceedings in the past have been less adversarial than aduli court case proceedings, resources
were not focused in that arena. Ifthis bill becomes law more resources will be required. Currently in the Anchorage office, for example, one lawyer Irandies
all juvenile matters. In FY 92 she processed 226 cases. (It should be noted that national caseload standards indicate that an attorney handling juvenile
delinquency matters should not handle more than 200 cases peryear.) This proposal will intensify the litigation in all juvenile cases wherein felony conduct
is alleged, will increase the number of waiver cases and will generally change the character of the juvenile justice system, not necessarily for the good.

Given the above the Public Defender Agency will require an additional one-half time attorney with felony level experience as well as a half-time paralegal.
This team will work both in Anchorage and Fairbanks to handle waiver petitions and to give support to the general juvenile caseloads at those locations.
Some Bush travel may also be required in that juvenile cases are filed all over the state. One final note with respect to fiscal impact-resources for special
kinds of cases cannot be evaluated in a vacuum. In the last five years the Alaska Public Defender Agency has experienced a 45 percent increase in its
overall caseload. Much of the increase is due to beefed up criminal prosecution efforts on the part of the state. Additionally, Child in Need of Aid cases
are skyrocketing, which irectly affects the ability of family law lawyers, especially in Anchorage, to devote time to juvenile cases. Given these
circumstances, the fiscal note herein is seen as a very modest reaction to the effects of HB 100.

8/17/10993/03625 _KP/2 Page _2_of_5



STATE OF ALASKA
1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS: (continued)
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FISCAL NOTE

Budget Analysis
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REPRESENTATIVE CON BUNDE Alaska is>tate Iegislatu re DURING SESSION:

CO-CHAIR HEALTH, EDUCATION STATE CAPITOL
& SOCIAL SERVICES JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182

CAPITOL ROOM 112
OR ,CE (907) 465-4843
*

~Noutfe of \cpresentatibes

Sponsor Statement

House Bill 100
Relating to Criminal Charges Brought Against Minors

The current juvenile justice system does not deal effectively with violent or chronic
juvenile offenders. House Bill 100 reforms the juvenile justice system allowing for the
very small number of serious or habitual juvenile offenders to be treated as adults. In
doing so, the legislation balances the needs of society to be protected from dangerous
offenders against the importance of treating the vast majority of minors within the
juvenile justice system.

Under current law, people under 18 are treated as juveniles. With only one exception,

no matter what crime is committed or how many felony convictions the person has, a

person under 18 who is convicted of a crime is released from all state supervision at age
20. The person must be released even if it is clear that the person continues to present a
serious threat tc the public safety. The only exception is where the state can prove that

the minor is not amenable to treatment as a juvenile.

Until late 1989, in deciding whether a minor was amenable to treatment, the courts
relied heavily on the testimony of expert psychiatrists and psychologists. However, in
R.H. V. State, 777 P. 2d 204 ( Alaska App. 1989), the court ruled that requiring minors to
be examined by psychiatrists and psychologists to determine amenability to treatment is
unconstitutional. Today courts are increasingly being asked to decide whether a minor
is or is not amenable to treatment without the benefit of expert testimony.

The ie-'el of potential dangerousness presented by teenagers who commit murders, or
who commit other serious felonies and have a record of committing felony offenses, is
extremely high. In these cases, the courts must have access to the greatest possible
amount of information about the minor before making a decision to treat the minor as
a juvenile or as an adult. The only way it is constitutionally possible for the courts to
gain access to this type of information is to switch the burden of proving amenability to
treatment from the state to the minor.

House Bill 100 requires a very limited number of minors to prove that they are
amenable to treatment as a juvenile before they can be kept within the juvenile justice
system. Under HB 100, the burden of proof is shifted only when the minor is 15 years
of age or older and (1) is charged with murder or attempted or solicited murder; (2) is
charged with an unclassified ( e.g. forcible rape) or class A felony (e.g. first degree
assault) and has previously been adjudicated as a delinquent for a prior felony offense;
or 93) has previously been prosecuted as an adult.



DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

STATE OF ALASKA
1907) 465-3867 or 465-2450

FAX (907) 465-2029 130 Sewargl Street, Suite 409
Mail Stop 3101 Juneau, Alaska SoR01-21(6
MEMORANDUM February 1, 1993
SUBJECT: House Bill 100, criminal charges against minor-sectional
analysis
TO: Represe
FROM: Jack Chx
Legislatr

The measure provides for automafic treatment of certain juveniles 15 years of age
and older as adults for purposes of disposition of certain criminal offenses.

Section 1 of the bill provides that a minor under 18, but at least 15, must be tried as
an adult if the minor is charged with 1) murder or attempted or solicited murder; 2)
an unclassified or class A felony, and the minor has been previously adjudicated
delinquent for felonious conduct; or 3) any felony, if the minor has been previously
~adjudicated delinquent twice for felonious conduct, or has been previously tried and
convicted as an adult on a felony charge. The minor must also be tried as an adult
on all related charges (e.g., a charge of burglary for breaking into a house to commit
a rape).

Under the other changes made by section 1, the minor may petition the court to be
tried under juvenile procedures, notwithstanding the charges against him or her. The
minor bears the burden of persuading the court that juvenile proceedings would be
appropriate, unless the minor contends that he or she cannot be properly tried as an
adult (for instance, that he or she has not previously been adjudicated delinquent for
felonious conduct). In that case the state bears the burden of proving that the minor
has been previously adjudicated delinquent as the state alleges.

Finally, section 1 provides that current law, allowing the state to seek prosecution as
an adult of any minor for any offense, remains in effect. (Under current law, the
state must show that the minor is not likely to be amenable to treatment before
reaching age 20.)

Section 2. adding a new subsection to AS 47.10.060, introduces the opportunity for
a minor to present the evidence of a professional that the minor is amenable to



Regresentative Con Bunde
February 1, 1993
Page 2

treatment before reaching the age of 20, the threshold requirement to consideration
of whether the minor shall be treated as a juvenile or tried as an adult.

Section 3 provides that a minor who is charged as an adult under section 1, but who
is convicted only of a lesser offense that would not have given rise to an adult charge
under that section, shall have his or her case disposed of under juvenile proceedings.
However, the state may petition tne court to sentence the minor as an adult, in which
case the state must show that the mine; would not be amenable to treatment before

age zo.

Section 4 provides that the bill, if enacted, would apply only to offenses committed
after the effective date of the enactment.

JBG:pl
93-053.pIm



PENINSULA AIR ANC TEL: 1-907-243-6848 Feb 05.93 12:33 No.006 P.02

February 9, 1993

Rap. Con Bunde
State Capital Building
Junaau, K

Dear Rap. Bunde!

Thank you for introducing HB100 into tho House this
aftMaion. It will ba instrumental in helping to expedite tha
proaacution of violent juvenile criminala in our Justice
ayatmn. Presently, bacauaa of unrealistic burdens put on
both the police and prosecution, waiving violent Juvenile
offenders from Juvenile status to adult court can take years.
In the mean time, tho violent offenders are housed in youth
facilities, such as McGlaughlln Youth Center, along aide
youths whose crimes ere non-violent and ars excellent chances
at rehabilitation. The management at the youth centers then
has to deal with "inmates" whose violence has elevated them
to hero status among tha other juveniles. Obviously, this
has a detrimental affect on the youth center aa a whale.

The reason that 1 am both familiar and concerned about the
Juvenile justice system is that my family was victimized by a
violent juvenile. In October of 19B9, several members of my
family. Including myaalf and ay father, found ay murdered
brothers body shoved in a closet iIn his suburban Anchorage
home. He had been shot three times at close range, tha
last shot coming at point blank range to tha heed. The only
thing missing from tha home wee e sports car. The next day,
a sixteen yaar old man wee arrested driving Duanes™ car. He
was taken to the police station, and tha police, under the
advisement of the District Attorney, asked if ha wanted his
parents called. He declined to have his parents notified,
was read bin rights in accordance with Miranda, and
Broceeding to tall in horrifying detail how ha had gone to

uanes hotno for tha explicit reason of stealing tha car. He
had brought with him a stolen .357 magnum. Before the young
man left Dusnaa® home he had fired thraa rounds into Duane,
grabbed a 7-up out of tha refrigerator and taken tha car. Ha
returned t'< the house twica after the shooting, once to show
off the body to a friend, and once to take some baar. The
juvenile confessed to all of this on videotape, and than took
the police to Service High School, where ho had hidden the
murder weapon in the woods.

It seamed to everyone Involved that this case would come to
a relatively speedy conclusion. The DA went aa for as to
assign the case to an assistant DA that had never tried a
murder case before, because this one seemed so easy. In the
first actual series of hearings held on the case. Judge Peter
Michalak! ruled that tho juvanile could not be rehabilitated
by his twentieth birthday, and should therefore stand triAl
in an adult eourt. Because of tha fact that tho State had
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tha burden of proof in the waiver proceeding, tho juvenile
did not have to offer any information whatsoever. It did not
coma out thet the defense had escaminad the juvenile with
their own psychiatrist and had chosen not to make their
findings known to the aourt. It did not come out that the
offenders own counselors advised that he not be relaased. It
did not cone out that three months prior to the murder, tha
juvenile had gone through a psychological treatment program
at Charter North Hospital. The reason that none of these
things came out is because tha juvenile did not have to show
that he could be rehabilitated, he merely had to hope that
the Judge would think ha was a nice young man. Evan without
all of the truth being told at the hearing, Michalski ruled
thet the youth be waived to adult court, mostly on the
evidence of the videotaped confession.

In the summer of 1991, the appellate court overturned the
decision of Michalski, because, they say, the parents should
have been called before the police questioned the suspect.
This ruling was made despite the fact that the police CALLED
THE DA*S OFFICE PRIOR TO THE QUESTIONING TO BE SURE OF
PROCEDURES. The appellate court ruled that the ca&e should
go back to Superior Court for another waiver hearing, this
time without tha confession or any of its "fruito” (i.e. the
murder weapon aa well as other evidence). By now, two years
had passed since the confession.

In late 1991, the Supreme Court agreed to hear the case of
the parental notification issue, and in February 1992, held
oral arguments on the cans. Aa of February 1993, they have
still not made a ruling on the case. The juvenile 1a
approaching the age of twenty, at which tine he 1a supposed
to either be released, 1f he is a juvenile, or tried, if he
is an adult.

My family haa been forced to listen to tha court while they
worry about dotted i1"s and crossed t"a for almost four years
now, end do not hove much hope that this issue will be
resolved before its fifth year. All of this for a murderer
that was cau%ht and confessed within one day after we found
the body. ITf there had bean legislation forcing the sixteen
year aid to be responsible for hia actions, or at least hava
to prove that ha is worthy of another chanca, in place at tho
time of my brothers murder, my family would not have to ait
back, month after month, year after year, and wait for
justice to taka place. It is time that we made violent
people of any a?e responsible to their victims and to
society. It only aaema fair to give the victims of crimen at
least as many rights as tha criminals themselves.

Sincerely,

Ralphi Samuels \
8229 Frank St.
Anchorage, AK 99518-



Pauia Lindslain
443.1 RivOM:on Avenue
Anchorage, AK 9951 >>-365"“

Representative Con Bunr®©
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 9980 I—1 182

Januarv 25, .1993

Dear Representative BundoO,

vou may remember me, Early in the campaign you stopped
at my house to chat. I'm probably one of the few women with
a baby on their hip who had a prepared list of questions for
you. The questions included abortion, juvenile crime, Native
alcoholism, and subsistence.

A particular issue which concerns me is the way crimes

committed by juveniles are handled by the State of Alaska.
Juveniles who commit violent crimes should not be treated any

differently than adults. Juveniles who repeatedly commit
misdemeanor crimes should be treated the same as adult
offenders.

Someone has sold us a bill of goods which says that
juveniles can be "treated" for their social deviancyv. There
is little wevidence that it works. McLaughlin Youth Center
keeps no records on which of their charges, when released, go
on to commit crimes as adults. Since the records of juvenile
offenders are sealed it is impossible to know. It is
lamentable that we assume our system is working, but we do
not know for sure. Indications are that it does not.

Why does Paula Lindstam care so much about this issue?

My brother, Duane Samuels, was murdered October 4, 1989. He
woke up one morning and answered his doorbell to find
sixteen-year-old Jonathan Norton standing on his doorstep
with a .357 in hand. End of story (maybel should say
beginning of story). The case has been in court over three
years! Three years! The issue? Whether Norton can be
prosecuted. How ridiculous!

Last month in unrelated incidences our church’s van and
two cars belonging to members of our congregation were
stolen. I belong to a verv small church. lhe police suspect
juveniles of the thefts. Not much effort is going into
apprehension, Cost is the major factor, but there is another
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consideration. Why should the police go to any trouble

apprehending a juvenile? So they can he #dtreated"” at
Me Laugh Ljn

1 was approached a tew days ago by a friend whose

husband is serving a 10+ year sentence for assault. kly
efriend had read a letter to the editor which 1 wrote on this
subject. She feels quite strongly that had her husband not

gotten the kid glove treatment as a juvenile he would not
have gone on to commit more serious crimes.

My letter to the editor was published January LS in the

Anchorage Daily News. Severa! people have approached me
about supporting a bill on this issue. My brother. Ralph
Samuels, was recently interviewed on television regarding our
case. Paul Jenkins has written two editorials in The Voice
of the Times within the past two months about juvenile crime.
We need a bill. Last year’s juvenile crime bill died in the
House Finance Committee. Please sponsor a juvenile crime
package addressing the aforementioned issues. There is

a lot of momentum building now, but your help and support is
needed.

Thank you for your time,

Sincerely,

GILA

Paula Lindstam



Johnny needs discipline

"'F-ve alw.iy™ been perplexed by the media
Iawma‘her yana bur}ea crats ha¥ |n %
escalatlng vouth crlme and V|oence
makes fal ”oo%hea [ines. But w [y sersa
tlonahze 1-"problem that we are little pre-
pared io .correct?:
jsiMany elected” off|C|als consider them-
?elves to-he 'motivated, committed and
orward thmkmgi These ‘dynamos need to
tellius why-our 16-year-oM 'murderers have
thnesldsrectollrdsI thjlpeld gte?lr; at 180ueavmg an
«
\(ﬂOWRN qaezvma ers Ig norey 5 d ﬁast
Yeart atrwould have ma e It more exped|
ious.togeta teen murderer Into adult Court
where Tig be (Tzs
LJuvenile faw- sembodle In Title €7. Its
Eremlse IS tnat* teen %uer&ts aren't
%mzant og te|r actultrit(s 2y 40 comt
crime.'bir “C|me Ike" acts. They.can
g]e unlsehed on rehabntateJ y ten
tlmes uth V|olence results from dysfunc-
tional u;t) rmge ercent don't
respond hab ||tat|<f re-offend and
are returne to McLaugh ould it pe that

you can't" psycho instruct” a k|d to develop-

self- estgem
1 Maybe Johnny needs to know that regard-
less, 0f his hackground, he Is to pay conse-

quences for his™

“crime-like" behavior. We
would'be domg

would be- do him a fétvor But our
egislators failed to consider passa

é] orajuvenJehoot camp Qhat\%/oud
| expose these kids .to, d|SC|pI|ne compassion
vand:.a sense of accomplishment. This hjll
was favored by 87 percent polledin thelill

sphnsoris d|str|ft

S0 what will Juneau Glgang do th's
time around? Health care an
will be Pnormes But If all we get agaln IS

lip -service..to Juvenile waivers, oot camp,

JevisIons,

budget cut .

parental responsibility, and other Title 47

then other Iettqlslanon will be
Inconsequential t? a somey Interested most
In one's personal “rights™ to do whatever
they please at anyone’s expense but their

— Jay D. Page, chair
Anchorage Chamber
Crime Prevention Committee
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HE VOI.CE OF THE TIME.S
Some kids need more punishment than slap on hana

By PAUL JENKINS

«emember Alex Felker? He was the guy
clubbed and beaten by five punks as he
walked along Spenard Road just before
Christmas. Guess what? Three of those
same little darlings went on an even more
violent spree just days later, This time, the
bunch had a gun. This time they hurt
sonjeone else. _ _

[n the most recent episode, it's alleged
they — and a few new buddies — rolled a
drunk, tried to.caijack a pizza delivery guy,
stole a woman's car at gunpomt, shot ata
cab driver and attacked and seriously in-
jured a 15-year-old boy waiting in a car for
his parents*-to come out of the Fred Meyer
store on Northern Lights. T

What else they were up to that night is
anybod/s guess. But what they did during
those two mqhts could have _happened to
any of us unfortunate to be in the wrong
place at the wrong time.

All these thugs are between 15 and 17
years old. At least two ofthem are known to
juvenile authorities for past property
crimes. They have fallen into the category
of being thé usual suspects when things
like this happen. And you wonder why cops
geta little cranky. L

If there.is a.recent case that Pra hically
shojra-wfty~Tads'ihyolv.m!vio
should automaticeflly'lie charged ahd-treat®
ed1|s ajMtsi'h Mis”, f-rtdu ™

“1f the thre¥ clowns involved in beating
Mr. Felker — and who
were involved in the
crime spree a few days
later — had been
charged as adults to be-
gin ‘with, they likely
would not have been on
the street to be involved
in the second round of
fun. And the knowledge
that the law was coming _
down hard on them may Jenkins
ha\llle kept their buddies off the street as
well,

As it is now, they have the protection of
the juvenile justice s?/stem. We don't know
who they are. For all we know, they're liv-
ing next. door, We likely won't know what
happens to them. Buf in comparison to
what they would have ?otten in adult court
the?;’_lljust get their little hands slapﬁed._All
of this, of course, is designed to let the little
dears grow up and become responsible
adults without the onus ofa criminal
record. _

That's great. Those same protections
saved my butt when | was a punk kid and

ent crimes .

went over the line. But then, my friends
and | didn't try to shoot anybod or dub
them or hit them in the head with hockey
sticks. We were stupid and insensitive, but
we weren'tviolent. _
And teen-agers have not changed. Kids,
good kids who will grow UP' to be"good citi-
zens, do crazy, non-violent tilings. Get them
together and the lowest-common-denomi-
nator thln%goes to work. They become hor-
mones with ears. But, hopefillly, it passes.
They should be allowed to %rov_v up, getinto |
collége, getjobs and proceed with their lives
when their brains actually begin to func-

tion.

But violent kids can grow up to be vio- .
lent adults. Ifthey have a career track lead- 1
ing to_ more and more violence, we should ¢
be trymtT] to derail them now, before some K
poor soul has to deal with them in the mid*,
die ofthe night.

| think when you're 15, 16, 17 Kears old
you should havea vague notion that hurt-
Ing someone else is wrong, and when you
steE over the line, you should pay. About
99.5 percent of the kids know that. It's time.
to deal with those who haven't gotten the
word. t

This bunch has been lucky twice. They
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number of people could, and would love to,
shoot back. That kind ofluck is not going to
hold forever.

It's well past time for a slaE on the hand
for these kids and others like them who
haven't gotten the word that such behavior
IS wron

The Alaska P .
"drafting Iettus_latlon thatwould be a big step
:intherightdirection, ~  *

Among other things, it would:

m -Prosecute 16- and 17-year-olds as adults
when they are charged with commiting a

.felonious violent crime against a person.

-Retain _confidentiality forjuveniles
charged with misdemeanors for the first
crime onl¥. One freebie for dummies like
me. After that, it's tell-all and show-all.
~ -Change the law to makejudges consider
juvenile records as aggravating circum-
stdanltces when sentencing a person as an
adult.

-Ensure that juvenile court-ordered
restitution continues after an offender's
19th bhirthday. Now, when junior hits 19,
such orders cannot be enforced.

It's a start. It'sa darned good start.

One thing is certain. Something needs to
be done — soon. The system as it stands

didn't kill anybody, despite their bemg jj now isjustnotworking.

a gun. Nobody kille

armed and _shootin
gelng a city where any

them, despite this

PaulJenkins is an editor of The Anchorage Times.





