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O F F IC E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

F A C T  S H E E T

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 84: A LASK A  H U M AN  RELATIONS CO M M ISSIO N

Executive O rder No. 84 consolidates the A laska W om en's Com mission and the 
A laska Com mission on C hildren and Y outh  in to  a new  Alaska Hum an Relations 
Commission. We present this order as a positive approach to strengthen and 
coordinate these tw o  commissions.

The G overnor's Task Force on Boards and Commissions reviewed and studied 
several consolidations and proposals, w ith  the goals o f reducing costs, im prov in g  
the delivery o f service to the public, and stream lin ing  governm ent. As a jo in t 
legislative, executive, and public task force, the group fou nd  some parts possible 
and some not.

Public testim ony received in  the B&C office shows greater than 2 to 1 in  favor o f the 
merger of the A W C  and ACCY. Groups that have endorsed in  the past include: 
A laska Council fo r C h ild ren 's R ights; A laska Fam ily Support G roup; The M in is try  
o f Reconciliation; Governor's Task Force on Boards and Commissions (GTFBC).

»

In  addition, persons interested in  the w o rk  o f the Fam ily  Law  Review Task Force (a 
legislative task force headed by then Senator Jack C ogh ill) requested tha t the task 
force have a more permanent status, so tha t an independent body w o u ld  exist to 
continue the w o rk  on issues raised du ring  the FLR IF  meetings.

The ACCY and A W C  also showed support fo r look ing  at a poten tia l merger.

A fte r the ir review , the G overnor's Task Force on Boards and Commissions 
recommended unanim ously the consolidation o f the A W C , ACCY, and the Juvenile 
Justice and Fam ily Services A dv iso ry  Com mittee (JJFSAC) in  an H um an Relations 
Commission. The JJFSAC is a federally required board and is no t addressed in  
A laska Statutes, therefore not appropriate fo r com binadon under an EO or 
leg islation (unless firs t created legislative ly), so the EO proposes a new  Alaska 
H um an Relations, com bining the A W C  and ACCY.

The functions and duties of the new  AH R C  w il l  be the same. M em bership w il l  be 
comprised o f seven pub lic members and 2 executive branch members. Such 
membership requirements as one being a person w ho  manages a household w ith  at 
least one ch ild  and. who is not otherwise employed, and  one public m em ber being 
under age 21 rem ain  the same. M em bership decreases from  a tota l of 21 to 9 
(ACCY was 11, A W C  was 10).

1
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A lth o u g h  no add itiona l funds are required to im p lem ent this Executive Order, the 
G overnor feels an increase to  the new  com m ission's budget is warranted, and w il l  
subm it an increased appropria tion  request as pa rt o f budget amendments later this 
session.

The highest com bined budgets fo r these commissions was in  FY91 at $344.1 (A W C  
239.8; AC C Y 104.3). The ir combined budget fo r  FY93 is $60.7 (A W C  29.4; ACCY 
31.3). Members o f the com m ittee have a budget h is to ry  fo r these two commissions.

Tire effective date fo r  the m erger is March 23, 1993. FY 93 budgets w il l fund  the 
new  com m ission th rough  July 1, 1993.

2



. S t a t e  o r  A l a s k a

' office o f the governor
<J ux; A XT

January 11, 1993

The Honorable R ick H alford  
P res iden t o f the  Senate 
A laska  State Leg is la tu re  
S tate Canito l 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear P res iden t H a lfo rd :

u n d e r the a u th o r ity  o f a rt. I l l ,  sec. 23 o f the A laska C o n s titu tio n , I am 
tra n s m ittin g  an Executive O rder m erging the A laska V/omen's Commission and the 
A laska  Commission on C hild ren  and Youth in to  a new Alaska Human Relations 
Commission. The consolidated commission w ill consist o f seven p u b lic  members 
and tw o 'e xe cu tive -b ra n ch  members, appointed b y  the G overnor.

The u n ific a tio n  o f duties and functions o f the Alaska Women's Commission and 
A laska  Commission on C h ild ren  and Youth  in to  an A laska Human Relations 
Commission w ill re s u lt in  coordinated programs re la ted  to the w e lfa re  of ch ild re n , 
y o u th , women, and fam ilies, and w ill maximize the e ffectiveness o f available 
fe d e ra l and s ta te  fu n d s . The G overnor's Task Force on Boards and Commissions 
unanim ously recommended the combination o f these commissions.

T h is  action does not req u ire  any b ud ge ta ry  increase, and has a zero fisca l note. 
H ow ever, I be lieve  an increased budge t is w a rran te d . I in ten d  to subm it an 
increased a p p ro p ria tio n  request as p a r t o f budget amendments la te r  th is  session.



B O A R D : C H I L D R E N  A N D  YOUTH, A L A S K A  C O M M I S S I O N  O M

3 0 A R D  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  N U M B E R :  111

T I T L E :  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  C h i l d r e n  a n d  Y o u t h

D E P T :  O f f i c e  of  t h e  G o v e r n o r

A U T H O R I T Y :  A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 5 2 1

S T A T U S :  J u n e  30, 1993

R E Q U I R E M E N T S :  F I N A N C I A L  D I S C L O S U R E  (AS 39.50)

P R O H I B I T I O N S :

T E R M :  3 y e a r s

D E S C R I P T I O N :  11 m e m b e r s :  7 p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  a n d  4 e x e c u t i v e
b r a n c h  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the G o v e r n o r .  At l e a s t  1 p u b l i c  
m e m b e r  m u s t  b e  u n d e r  the a g e  of 21 at t h e  t i m e  o f  a p p o i n t m e n t .

S P E C I A L  F A C T S :  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  e l e c t s  a m e m b e r  as c h a i r .  T h e
c h a i r  m a y  a p p o i n t  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  as n e c e s s a r y .  A  p e r s o n  
a p p o i n t e d  to a v a c a n c y  s e r / e s  for t h e  u n e x p i r e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
term. P r o v i d e  the G o v e r n o r  a n d  the L e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  c o p i e s  o f  
t h e i r  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  b y  the 1 5 t h  d a y  of e a c h  r e g u l a r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
s e s s i o n .  If a r e v i e w  is d o n e  on  t h e  la w s  of  the s t a t e  w i t h  
r e g a r d  to m a t t e r s  i n v o l v i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  a r e p o r t  s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  
to t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  b y  J a n u a r y  1, 1 992. U n d e r  
21 m e m b e r  is n o t  r e q u i r e d  to be r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  if h e / s n e  is 
n o t  o l d  e n o u g h  to be  a r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  i n  t h e  l a s c  g e n e r a l  
e l e c t i o n .  S e r v e  at the p l e a s u r e  o f  the G o v e r n o r .

F U N C T I O N :  T o  d e v e l o p  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t a c e w i d e  p l a n  t h a t
i d e n t i f i e s  the n e e d s  of  c h i l d r ^  i a n d  y o u t h ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n c  as 
t h e y  r e l a t e  to t h e i r  families, a n d  m a k e s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to 
e n h a n c e  t h e i r  q u a l i t y  o f  life.

C O M P E N S A T I O N :  S t a n d a r d  t r a v e l / p e r  d i e m

M E E T I N G S :  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 times p e r  y e a r .

* F O R  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  C O N T A C T :  Clair, A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  
C h i l d r e n  a n d  Y o u t h ,  O f f i c e  of t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  1 0 2 3 1  B e t u l a  D r i v e ,  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 7  PHONE: 3 4 9 - 9 6 4 1  ( R e v i s e d  1 0 / 2 7 / 9 2 )



BOARD: WOMEN'S COMMISSION, ALASKA

B O A R D  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  N U M B E R :  108

T I T L E :  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n

D E P T :  O f f i c e  of  t h e  G o v e r n o r

A U T H O R I T Y :  A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 1 6 5

S U N S E T  D A T E :  J u n e  30, 1993

R E Q U I R E M E N T S :

P R O H I B I T I O N S :  T h e  m e m b e r s  shall h a v e  b e e n  r e s i d e n t s  of  A l a s k a
for a t  l e a s t  tv/o y e a r s  b y  the t i m e  o f  a p p o i n t m e n t .  A t  l e a s t  o n e  
m e m b e r  s h a l l  b e  a p e r s o n  w h o  m a n a g e s  a h o u s e h o l d  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  
th e  p e r s o n ' s  s p o u s e  a n d  ac least o n e  child, a n d  w h o  is net 
o t h e r w i s e  e m p l o y e d .

T E R M :  3 y e a r s

D E S C R I P T I O N :  9 m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the G o v e r n o r  a n d  a n  e x ­
o f f i c i o  m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  w h o  s h a l l  s e r v e  
at t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r .

S P E C I A L  F A C T S :  Q u o r u m  •• m a j o r i t y ;  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  to
G o v e r n o r / L e g i s l a t u r e .  A  m e m b e r  m a y  n o t  s e r v e  m o r e  t h a n  6 
c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s .

F U N C T I O N :  T o  i m p r o v e  the st a t u s  o f  w o m e n  in A l a s k a  b y
c o n d u c t i n g  r e s e a r c h ;  b y  s e r v i n g  as a r e f e r r a l  s e r v i c e  for 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  that w i l l  h e l p  w o m e n  a v a i l  t h e m s e l v e s  
o f  e x i s t i n g  r e s o u r c e s  to m e e t  t h e i r  n e e d s ;  a n d  b y  m a k i n g  a n d  
i m p l e m e n t i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  needs, 
p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of w o m e n  in A l a s k a .

COMPENSATION: S ta n d a rd  t r a v e l / p e r  d ie m .

M E E T I N G S :  S h a l l  m e e t  at the c a l l  o f  the ch a i r ,  at t h e  r e q u e s t
o f  a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  m e m b e r s ,  o r  at  a r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  t i m e  
as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  m e m b e r s .

♦ F O R  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  C O N T A C T :  Ch a i r ,  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s
C o m m i s s i o n ,  P.O. B o x  82977, F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 8
P H O N E :  4 8 8 - 0 1 3 3  ( R e v i s e d  3/2 4 / 9 2 )



•:W

OPERATING BUDGET COMPONENT SUMMARY

S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A
O FF IC E  OF MANAGEMENT (, BUDGET

D IV IS IO N  OF BUDGET REVIEW

ENCY: OFFICE O F  THE G O VERNOR
U: COMMISSIONS/SPECIAL OFFICES
MPONENT: ALASKA WOMENS C O M MISSION (SER || • 5)

ITEM

FY '92 
AUTHORIZED

•FY '92 
FINAL

FY '92 
AC'IIJAL

FY '93 
CONF COMM

FY '93 
AUTHORIZED

FY '94 
GOVERNOR

93 AUTH VS 94 
DIFFERENCE

* * * COMPONENT TOTAL * * Ar 108.5 110.5 79.3 30.0 29 .4 29.4 0.0

:p e n d i t u r e s

fcSV Personal Services 
^  Travel

Contractual Services 
Commodities 
Equipment 
Land/Buildings 
Grants/Claims 
Misc.

0.0
0.0

UNDING

i002 FedeirAl' R ece ip ts '
1004 General Fund Receipts
1005 GF/Program Receipts •

38.S 
60.0 
10.0

30.5 
60 .0 
20.0

0.0'
30.0'
0.0

0.0 
29 .4 
0.0

0.0 
29 .4 
0.0

TAFFING

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary



FY '93 BUDGET CYCLE BENCHMARK LEVEL COMPARISONS

STATE OF ALASKAorriCE or MANAGEMENT * BUDGETDivision or BUDGET REVIEW
DAT Ei 1 2 / 17 /91  
TIHE« 1 2 . 1 0 . 1 1  
PROG. rORHClD

a g e n c y . orricE or THE g o v e r n o r
BRU. COMMISSIONS/SPECIAL OFFICES
COMPONENT. ALASKA WOMENS COMMISSION (SER I* 5)

ITEM

X x x COMPONENT TOTAL X X X

FY ’91 
AUTHORIZED

239.8

EY *91 
riNAL AUTN

266 .3

EY "91 
ACTUAL

2'i3.3

EY '92 
AUTHORIZED

108.5

FY *93 
ADJ BASE

FY ’93 
AGENCY

FY '93 
GOVERNOR

3 0 . 0 3 0 . 0 3 0 . 0

EXPENDITURES
P e r s o n * 1 S e r v i c e s  
T r e v e lC o n t r n c tu e l  S e r v i c e s
Commodi t i  es
EquipmentLon d /B u i ld in p s
G rnn t s /C l e im s
H i s c .

163.9 
. 28.7 
■'■<13.7 

3.5 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0

178.9
25.2 
57.5 
<i. 3 
O.-l 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0

17 2. <f 
21.2 
<i5 .2 
<1.1 
0.<i 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0

32.7 
37 .7 
37.1 
1.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0

0.0
12.0
18.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
12.0
18.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
12.018 .0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

FUNDING

' m i100<i GF R e c e ip t  1005 GF/PROH 1007 1/A Rep ts

3.0 
221.73 . 0  
12.1

1 5 . 72 2 5 . 51 3 . 0
12.1

1Z.6 
217 .6

7.0
6.1

38.5 
60.0 
10 .0 
0.0

0.03 0 . 0
0.0
0.0

0.03 0 . 0
0.0
0.0

0.03 0 . 0
0.0
0.0

STAFFING
» n  0 0  0-0 0.0 0.0

Full-time J-J 5*0 o!o 0.0 0-0 0.0 0.0r*rl-ti»* ' ?■! 0 l!o 0.0 0.0 O.o 0.0
T e m p o r e r y  J - J  ^ 2 0  r , 2 . 0  0 . 0  0 . 0  0 . 0
S t n f f - m o n t h *  <*z - °

• I f . *
: \ V-
.>r#T-

000031



FY '92 BUDGET CYCLE BENCHMARK LEVEL COMPARISONS

S T A T E  U i : A L A S K A
O FFICE OF M A N A G E M E N T  8 BUDGET

D I V I S I O N  OF BUDGET REV1EIT

D/i. _ i 01/20/91 
TIMEt 15:26 t 31 
PROGi FORMC1D

VGENCYi 
1RU:
COMPONENT»

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
COMMISSIONS/SPECIAL OFFICES 
ALASKA WOMENS COMMISSION (SER

ITEM

5)

X X X  COMPONENT TOTAL X X X

FY '90 
AUTHORIZED

260 .3

FY '9n 
FINAL AUTII

302.0

FY '90 
ACTUAL

263.0

FY '91 
AUTHORIZED

239.8

FY ">2 
ADJ BASE

207.7

FY '92 
AGENCY

30.0

FY '92 
GOVERNOR

30.0

EXPENDITURES

Personal Services 
Tr.vel
Contractual Services
Commodi ti es
Equipment
Land/Buildings
Grants/Claims
Misc.

158 .0 
28 .7 
73.7 
3.5 
0 
0 
0 
0

166 .8 
02.0 
85.0 
6.0 
1.8 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0

161 .6 
38 .2 
56.0 
5.0 
1.8 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0

163.9
28.7
03.7 
3.5 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0

171.8
28.7
03.7 
3.5 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0

0.0 
12.0 
18.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0

0 . 
12 
18 . 
0 , 
0 
0 
0 
0

FUNDING

*1002
1000
1005
1007

Fed Repts 
GF Receipt 
GF/PRGM 
I/A Rcptfe

0.0 
217 .1 
36 .0 
11.2

35.0 
219.8 
36 .0 
11.2

21.9 
219.7 
13.7 
7 .7

3.0 
2 21.7

3.0 
12.1

3.0 
229.1

3.0 
12.6

0.0 
30 .0 
0.0 
0.0

0.0 
30 . 0 
0 . 0 
0 . 0

STAFFING

Ful1-time 
Part-time 
T emporary 
Staff-months

3.0 
0.0
1.0 

02. 0

3.0 
0.0
1.0 

02.0

3.0 
0.0
1.0 

02.0

3.0 
0.0
1.0 

02.0

3.0 
0.0
1.0 

02.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0 0 0 0 0 1 8

P AGE 5



OPERATING BUDGET COMPONENT SUMMARY

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
O F F IC E  OF MANAGEMENT H BUDGET

D IV IS IO N  OF BUDGET REVIEW

■U: COMMISSIONS SPECIAL OFFICES
'MPONENT: ALASKA COMMISSION ON  CHILDREN AND YC jTH

:ENCY• O F F IC E  OF THE GOVERNOR

ITEM

FY ,c>2 
AUTHORIZED

(SER II: 120G)

FY '92 
FINAL

FY '92 
ACTUAL

FY '93 
CONF COMM

FY '93 
AUTHORIZED

FY '94 
GOVERNOR

93 AUT1I VS 94 
DIFFERENCE

* * * COMPONENT T O T A L .* * * 32.0 32.0 26 .1 32 .0 31.3 31.3 0.0

IPENDITURES

Personal Services 
Travel
Contractual Services

Commoditi es
Equipment
Land/Buildings
Grants/Claims

Misc.

0.0
34.0
18.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0
0.0
0.0

12 .6 
10.0 
8.0 
1.4 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0

1 2 . 5  
6 . 3  
6 
1 
0 
0
0.0
0.0

0.0 
14 .0 
10.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0

0.0 
14 .0 
17.3 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0

0.0 
14 .0 
17.3 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0 . 
0 . 
0 
0 
0.

JNDING

1004 General Fund Receipts 32 .0 32.0 26.1 32 .0 31.3 31.3 0.0

TAFFING

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.5

0 .0 
0.0 
0.0

0.0
0.C
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0

PAGE 4



FY '93 BUDOET CYCLE BENCHMARK LEVEL COMPARISONS

STATE OF ALASKAOFFICE OF MANAGEMENT 8 BUDOETDIVISION OF BUDGET REVIEH
DATE* 12/17/91 
TIME. 12.10.25 
PROO. FORMC1D

AGENCY. OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

COMPONENT« ALASKASiSMMlisfSNAON°CNIlOREN AND YOUTH (SER 0.

ITEM
FY *91 FY '91

AUTHORIZED FINAL AUTII

1206)

FY '91 
ACTUAL

FY '92 
AUTHORIZED

FY *93 
ADJ BASE

FY '93 
AGENCY

FY '53 
GOVERNOR

K X K COMPONENT TOTAL X x * 10/.. 3 10/.. 3 97.6 32.0 32.0 32.0 32.0

EXPENDITURES

Personnl Services 
T revel
Conlrnctuel Services 
Cotnmodi Li es 
EnuipmenL 
lend/Bui 1di nos . 
Ornnts/Cleims 
Misc.

71.7
15.113.5
0.7
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

71.719.5
10.9
1.2
1.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

68.2
18.8

9.5
1.1
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
11.0
18.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
11.0
18.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
11.0
18.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
11.0
18.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

FUNDING

1001 GF Receipt 101.3 101.3 97.6 32.0 32.0 32.0 32.0

5TAFFINO

Ful1-tlme 
FerL-tiwe 
T emporery 
Steff-montHs

1.0
2.0
0.0

21.0

1.0
2.0
0.0

21.0

1.0
2.0
0.0

21.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

U.O
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

000050



W W M ^i A la s k a  W om en 's Com m ission 
P ro p o s e d  A c t iv it ie s

I. IMPROVE THE ECONOM IC STATUS OF WOMEN:l------—   —---------------------- — — —-- --------------------------------------------------------
The Alaska Dept, o f  Labor's recent research shows that women's average wages are only 62% o f  men's. Not only 
are women concentrated in lower paying occupations, but women still earn 15% less than men in the same occu­
pations. Women make up 46% o f Alaska's labor force. Training and employment opportunities are needed so tliat 
women may achieve and maintain a decent standard o f  living for themselves and their families, and so that societal
goals o f  equality and justice are met.

1. Work an<1 Fam ilies:
/  Advocate for job-protected leave for employ­

ees for the birth or adoption o f  a cliild, care for 
sick family members or their own illness.

/  Promote job  sharing, flexible work schedules 
and benefits for part-time employees.

/  Support federal tax credits and changes in so­
cial security to benefit parents who are not 
employed outside the home.

2. Non-traditional Jobs:
/  Advocate for improved training and access to 

non-traditional jobs for women.

3. Education:
/  Work to eliminate discrimination in teaching 

practices and curriculum materials on the basis 
o f  gender and race.

/  Advocate for progiams for at-risk youth and 
parenting teens.

/  Increase access to post-secondary education by 
low-income women and displaced homemak­
ers.

4. Ch ild  Care:
✓  Promote affordable, accessible, quality child­

care and adequate compensation for childcare 
providers, including health benefits.

5. Women in Business:
/  Develop programs which assist women entre­

preneurs andlow-income women through train­
ing, access to capital and marketing support.

/  Cosponsor women in business conference

3. Ch ild  Support:
/  Advocate for fair enforcement o f  child support 

orders.
/  Complete research on child support.

7. Pay Equity and Affirmative Action:
/  Support legislation on comparable worth.
/  Promote pay equity and affirmative action in 

the public and private sector.

II. IMPROVE LEGAL STATUS AND SOCIAL WELFARE OF WOMEN:__________________________
Lack o f  adequate health care, high rates o f  domestic violence and sexual assault, substance abuse, and high divorce 
rates are all survival issues for women in Alaska. For many, the barriers these problems create seriously affect all 
aspects o f  their lives.

1. Pregnant and Parenting Teens:
/  Distribute Commission report.
/  Advocate for prevention programs and parent­

ing support for teens, including transitional 
living.

2. Health and Safety:
/  Advocate for prenatal and healthy baby serv­

ices to 185% o f  poverty.
/  Support increased funding for domestic vio­

lence and sexual assault programs.
/  Promote comprehensive health curriculum in 

schools.
/  Advocate for universal health insurance.
/  Support increased funding to address health 

problems in rural areas.

3. Substance Abuse:
/  Promote culturally sensitive treatment models 

for women that include and address domestic 
violence and sexual assault issues.

/  Continue to address and advocate for compre­
hensive services to prevent FAS and FADE.

4. Support for AFDC Recipients:
/  Address systemic change to protect recipients 

rights and fo  help recipients achieve self-suffi­
ciency.

✓  Support adequate funding for JOBS, making it 
available to all volunteers.

/  Hold meetings to provide information and sup­
port for AFDC recipients.

A W c A  cT



f f g p j & g  A laska W omen 's C ommission 
Bei& Jb& fl P roposed  A ctivities

5. Legal Protections for Women:
/  Revise and distribute Women's Legal Rights 

Handbook.
/  Work with the legal community and legislature 

to address problems stated by women in the 
areas o f  divorce, custody, visitation, insurance, 
dor lestic violence and sexual assault.

/  Support increased funding for Alaska Legal 
Services.

6. O lder Women:
/  Cosponsor conference for mid-life and older 

women, addressing health and economic is­
sues, including financial management and 
access to employment training.

7. M inority Women:
/  Coordinate conference for minority women, 

addressing employment, education, leadership, 
family and cultural issues.

8. Incarcerated Women:
S  Work with Dept, o f  Corrections to address 

needs o f  women for rehabilitative services and 
contact with children.

III. INCREASE LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AND ABILITIES OF WOMEN:__________________
Women are, in many ways, the "glue" that holds families and communities together. Through their personal changes 
and choices, through speaking out in their community and through their work in the public sphere, women are leaders 
in change.

1. Women's Hall of Fame:
/  Promote visible role models o f  women in lead­

ership through selection and induction o f  women 
into the Alaska W om en’s Hall o f  Fame.

2. Rural Women:
/  Sponsor Leadership in Sobriety Conference for 

rural women.
/  Promote and support subregional conferences.

3. Assist Women on AFDC to Advocate 
for Themselves:
/  Produce and distribute booklet.
/  Coordinate mentoring program.

4. Assist Women to Develop Politica l Skills:
/  Produce and distribute booklet on advocating 

for children in the scnool system.
/  Sponsor workshops and groups that support 

women's thinking and promote leadership.
/  Provide information so that women can advo­

cate for their needs with agencies and the legis­
lature.



LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY
L E G I S L A T I V E  A F F AIRS A G E N C Y  

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
(907) 465-3808
FAX (907) 465-2029 130 Seward Street, Suite 400
Mail Stop 3101 Juneau, Alaska S 9801-2105

Copies o f  minutes listed below were originally included in this file. The minutes are 
available on the legislative computer database. In order to save space copies o f  minutes have 
not been left in the files.

Mary Pagenkopf



T A N A N A  C I T Y  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T
P.O. Box 89 

Tanana, Alaska 99777 
(907) 366-7203 / 7207 

FAX: (907) 366-7201

M o n d a y

F e b r u a r y  1, 1 9 9 3

H o n o r a b l e  Irene Nlcholia 

A l a s k a  H o u s e  of Representatives 

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  M s .  Nicholia;

It Is m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  that the H o u s e  H E S S  c o m m i t t e e  will 

shortly c o n s i d e r  c o m b i n i n g  the A l a s k a  Children's C o m m i s s i o n  

with the Alaska W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .  In m y  opinion, this w o u l d  

b e  folly at best, relegating the w o r k  of t w o  important g r o u p s  -f 

a d v o c a c y  to o n e  o v e r b u r d e n e d  inert b o d y  with m y r i a d  tasks. 

T h e  only r e a s o n  I c a n  s e e  to c o m b i n e  the t w o  g r o u p s  Is to m a k e  

both impotent. P l e a s e  s p e a k  o n  behalf of both w o m e n  a n d  

children jn A l a s k a  a n d  d o  not allow others to h a v e  political 

e x p e d i e n c y  o n c e  again rule the day.

T h a n k  y o u  for taking the time to read these thoughts. W e  

a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  voice in the legislature, a  strong voice for 

children, w o m e n ,  a n d  families.

R e g a r d s ,

R o n  D e L a y ^

The mission of the Tanana City School District, in partnership with the community, is to 
produce students w h o  possess the necessary attitudes, skills, and knowledge to pursue their 

dreams through a curriculum which celebrates the diversity of all people while preserving each
idividual's unique cultural heritage.

Bo TFsnrtovY

Ron Delay
Superintendent

Richard P. Lee
Principal
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TANANA TRIBAJL COUNCIL 
BOX 93 

TANANA, ALASKA 99777 
(907) 366-7170 

(907) 366-7195 FAX

To: 'talc Rcprepcntpfivr.

From: Carla K. Bonne;, Health Direct

Subject: Women’s Commission/Children's Commission

As your many years of experience working with us undoubtedly made you aware, the basic rights of 
children in our slate require a strong adv xacy on many levels. The Tanana TribaJ Council recently has 
spent a great deal of tiro j considering this issue after completing a course in Child  Protection lliat was 
given primarily for members of our newly formed Child Protection Team. The basis of the Child 
Protection Crdjnan 'cs of the Tanana Tribal Coundl is that Children's righto are c/tao/i/rf...Children have 
a right to be safer, to be secure; and to be raised in their own culture.

Despite the strong advocacy and concern of entitles like the Tanana Tribal Council, we know that many 
members of today's society do not consider children's rights to be absolute. Many segments of society; 
many public institutions and agencies, do not consider that childrcu have any rights at all. Continual 
vigilance and advocacy are needed to make sure llet Children's rights are recognised in the social 
struct- re and in  the regulatory process. Who better to do that than a strong and respected Children's 
Coiunissicn.

We oppose combining the Children's Commission and the Women's Commission. We support both 
commissions in  their work, but fed strongly that while their missions may be related in a ltolistic sense, 
they ate distinct and separate. Both women and children may occupy relatively powerless positions in  our 
social structure, but the needs of each group are very different. Children w ill always require advocacy. 
Women require cmpowc-mcni. The proposal to combine these two commissions reflects an arcliaic "old 
boy" attitude that automatically equates women and children, 'fills attitude reflects ignorance. Many 
women are mothers. AH children have mothers. Some women who arc mothers have needs rdaling lo 
parenting that certainly qualify as women’s Issues. However many women’s issues having nothing at all lo 
do with motherhood or parenting. Children have many needs and requirements that do not rdnte to 
women just as women have many needs and requirements that do not relate to cliildren.

Combining these two commissions sends a very negative message regarding the respect our state offers to 
its citizens who arc women and children. We advocate strengthening both commissions through 
continued support and appointment of commission members who understand all aspects of the 
constituency they are appointed lo serve.

6o  £6 TZSrinawv
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2/1/93

House Hee Teleconference -Executive Order # 8 4

'JVA/Jit K)\>u -fie fi{lf

I am testifying on behalf of the statewide membership
of American Association of University Women. The AAIM

is part a national organization that seeks to promote
education and opportunity for all vcmen. The AAUW-Alaaka
has adopted within our Public Policy Plan the need
for a separate state entity solely to address women's issuas.
We urge you not to support Executive Order # 84.

It is statistically proven that the number one cause of

physical injury to women requiring hospital emergency room 
treatment is domestic violence.

It is statistically provem that the number of rapes and sexual 

assaults in the state of Alaska are growing at astronomical rates.

It is statistically proven, according to the State Department of 
Labor, that Alaskan women still lag seriously behind ran in terms 
of compensation for similar work performed.

It ia statistically proven that one of the fastest growing

segments of our population that lives below the poverty
line is older women.

SO
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In earlier years, when the Alaska Woman's Commission was 
fully functioning, the research and statistical reports 
this commission generated were invaluable to ell women, 
whether urban or rural, younger or older, or whether working 
os a homemaker or outaide the hone.

I find it particularly ironic that 1n the same week that 
the Governor issued Executive Order 84 to combine the 
commissions into one "Human Relations" commission, the 

allegations regarding Senator George Jacka's behavior 
made media headlines across the state. As evidenced by 
these incidents, problems of women are very different than 
those of children. In addition, there have been various 
reports that same legislators feel Mr. Jacko’s behavior 
may have some mitigating circumstances that need to be 

understood, such as an a 1nohol problem. To my knowledge,

NO ONE has offered any such words of understanding or consolation 
for the women who were harrassed, or subject to alladged 
misuse of power or position. Should the press reports 
concerning Mr. Jacko prove to be true, women have serious 
problems in the very area of society we hold to be above 
reproach, —  that of the State Legislature.

As the Federal Government appears to be making a carmittrnent 
to bring women's issuea more toward center stage of the 
political arena, we here 1n Alaska appear to be determined to 

relegate those issues once again to the back burner. I urge , 
you NOT to support the Governor’s Executive Order # 8 4 . Jij 

‘jv p p o t .  f  j./0L'iL~ S n e r f J c  rf£5au-77a7 & /
Thank you for your time and attention. O f t Y

1GU
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e *
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committee name
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DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
(907) -165-3807 or 465-2450 

F/iX (907) 465-2029 

Mail Slop 3101

130 Seward Street, Suite 409 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M February 2, 1993

SUBJECT: Executive Order No. 84 (8-GS1004\A)

TO: Representable Cynthia Toohey

FROM: Terri L auterbach / 
Legislative Counsel

Y ou have asked whether the governor has the power to change statutes by executive 
order. You have been told by a member o f  the governor’s staff that an executive 
order can change statutes in order to combine two commissions but that an executive 
order cannot delete or add new functions o f  government.

The member o f  the governor’s staff is correct on this matter. An executive order is 
the appropriate vehicle to use when the governor exercises his constitutional authority 
to reorganize the executive branch and the reorganization requires changes in 
statutes. An executive order may only reassign or transfer functions, not delete or 
add functions or make other substantive changes.

The governor’s authority for executive orders com es from art. Ill, sec. 23, Constitu­
tion o f  the State o f  Alaska, which reads:

Section 23. Reorganization. The governor may make changes in the 
organization o f  the executive branch or in the assignment o f  functions among 
its units which he considers necessary for efficient administration. Where these 
changes require the force o f  law, they shall be set forth in exe c utive orders. 
The legislature shall have sixty days o f  a regular session, or a full session if o f  
shorter duration, to disapprove these executive orders. Unless disapproved by 
resolution concurred in by a majority o f  the members in joint session, these 
orders becom e effective at a date thereafter to be designated by the governor. 
(Em nasis added.)

1 hope you find this information helpful. If I can be o f  further assistance, please let 
me know.

TML:pl
93-060.plm
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DATE: February  1, 1993 PLACE: c a p i  t o l  Room 106

Page _|—  of ̂ = -

REPRESENTING BUSINESS/PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS (H) PHONE

DO YOU WANT 

(W) PHONE TO TESTIFY?

WHAT SUBJECT/ 

WHICH BILL?

3Hu«0 e nf EeprcnEntatiucB
C O M M I T T E E  O N  HEALTH, EDUCATION 

A N D  SOCIAL SERVICES

Alaska i>tate Sieigislaturc
Co m m is s i

SUBJECT OF MEETING:

EO 8*1 Alaska  Human Re l a t i o n s



. . .  i :' !■: •; 0 0 - 4 0 "  
0 2 / 0 3 / 9  3

T C N : 3 0 1 5 3

L & £ 15 L '•■ 7 IV  E > E L !“ 2 Z ‘ < r  E F: E N 3 c M E T W U R x 

DA PE & “ 1ME: 0 2 /0 1 /9 3  1 5 :0 0  TO ■ 7 ■ 00 ST A T j-,3 :'

i--' A L-. E 01
i 3 :.:. 6 • ; 1 

i 1

«•"•••..:••'; ORDER SUMMARY
SPONSOR. HHES MOUSE H£A~Vri, EDUCATION AND DOC3AL SERVI CHAIRS: "OOHEV
P l J R F 0 S’ S : P U B P U 31... IC '••: E A RIN & B U N 3D E
C0N T A C T : l  Y MN S M J TH TE L $ : <907 > 4 5 3 -  &8 ■- 5
CHAIRING S ITE : JUNEAU CAPITOL CAP Do
T o !... L F R E E : < 3 00 .1478- ? 6 ■ 2 DIA L * U P : 11' 0 : <3 0 0 J 4 7 3 -  7 9 0 8

SPONSOR REMARKS (PUB) : TESTING TY ; CHAIR SELECTIVE 3 -i I  MUTE L IM IT

SPONSOR REMARKS<LI0 ) : BACKUP MATERIAL :N MEETING IN PROGRESS : N MAX, SITES 
TON REQUESTED ON 0 2 /0 1 /9 2  AND HAS 5 UPDATES

44 •;•?<■ AGENDA
1 EXEC, ORDER 84 -  HUNAN RELATIONS CO M .

•:■(• 4 4 *  P A R T IC IP  A '•" IN G ' L10 S *  *  « *
ANC ANCHORAGE '3111 C STREET
BET BETHEL 301 WILLOW ST..
FBX FAIRBANKS 119 N CUSHHAN ST

4 j n U JUNEAU CAPITOL
S IT  SITKA 210 LAKE STREET

C A P 106

LOCATION STAFF
LOGATICM STAFF
LOCATION ST AF~
LOCATION S’" AFF
LOCATION : Aii" r

4444 VOLUNTEER *  OFFNET SITES 4444 
ZZ2 OFi OFFNET 1 GALENA C A R 0 L. H U N !  IN G 7' 0 N (90  7) 656~ 1 31 2

P A R T I c IP  A M T S IN : A N C H 0 R A G E Arii
BONNIE 
1063 U 20TH

JACK
ANCHORAGE

TSFY, EXEC, ORDER 3 
AK 99503 (9 0 7 )2 7 9 -4 8 3 6

PARTICIPANTS I'M : BETHEL BET
1 jCARMEN ,_OWRY TWO:

2316 BETHEL AK
pKYAN DAVIDSON TWC
feiOX 1765 BETHEL AK

J MA TT SCANLON . TWO
BOX 1765 BETHEL AK

TSFY, EXEC, ORDER 
'559 \ 907 ) 543-345CL 
TSFY, EXEC, O RDER'in

OBSV. EXEC, ORDER BO 
>559 ( 9 0 7 )5 4 3 -3 4 4 4  J

PARTICIPANTS I N : FAIRBANKS
1 NANCY KUHN

206O AMY-DYAN RD,
2 MEG GAYDOSIK

1024 FIFTH AVE
3 RUTH LISTER

1290 JONES RD,

FBX

FAIRBANKS

FAIRBANKS

FAIRBANKS

TSFY, EXEC, ORDER 0 
AK 99712 (9 0 7 ) OBI ­

TS’FY , EXEC, ORDER 8 
AK 99701 < 9 0 7 )4 5 6 -8 3 8 9

T S F Y , £ X EJEU-Oft&SR-^S 
AK 99709 (9 0 7 )4 5 5 -6 8 8 6

PARTICIPANTS IN : JUNEAU JNU
1 TEST 1 TSFY. EXEC, ORDER 3

AK < 907> 000 -0000
TEST •M TSFY, EXEC, ORDER 3

AK (9 0 7 )0 0 0 -0 0 0 0
"JP-w TEST 3 TSFY, EXEC, ORDER 8

A < (9  O 7 ) 0 (■. D—O 0  y 0
4 TEST 4 TSFY, EXEC, ORDER 8

AK (907 )000 -00 (50

LTN1100—R0 ‘ L. E GIS I... A T IV  E T E.. E C 0 M F E R E N C E N E T W 0 R K PAGE 02



f C;V • 3v)‘i D A T E f -I::.hE

C TP AN 17. IN : „ UNEAU 
... ... .. ,.1 i... »-• .

o ! E l" ' a
7 TEST i

7 E'S ' 3
!S DBS 1

DBS

DBS 3

....: CBS 4

1 2 DBS 5

i 4 CBS

IS OBS l

6 OBS «rj

•i? OBS 9

8 OBS

-'■41.

0 • >/9 3  i  5 :  0 €  TO  i S T  A T U S : 7

PARTICIPANT3 IN: SITKA
1 ■' VIRGINIA PHILLIPS

. 4 0 4  LAKE S T ., 2~D

SIT

TSFY. EXEC. ORDER a
AK ; 07 Ml00-0007

TSFY. EJSSC ORDER 0
AK ( 07) 000-0000

TiFY EXEC. ORDER a
AK ?07)0 00 -000 0

TSFY. EXEC. ORDER 8
AK <907)000-0000

OBSV. EXEC. ORDER 8
AK <9 07:000 -0000

OBSV. EXEC. ORDER 8
A <907)000-0000

OBSv. EXEC. ORDER 8
A is K 90 7 ) 000—7)000

OBSV. EXEC. ORDER £
AK <907>000-0000

0 B S V . E X E L'. 0 R D E R 8
AK <90 7 )000 -00 00

OBSV. EXEC. ORDER 8
AK •907)000-0000

OBSV. EXEC. ORDER 8
AK <907) *00-00 .)0

OBSV.. EXEC. ORDER 8A ( ri i\ <907)000-0000
OBSV„ EXEC. ORDER oV*

•AK <907 000-0000
OBSV. EXEC. ORDER 8

AK < 907)000-0000

WOMEN ' S COMM l'S S SPY. EXEC. ORDER 8

PARTICIPANTS IN : OFFNET 
i CAROL

zz:
HUNTINGTON

SITKA

: ofi

GALENA

* * * *  SCHEDULING NOTES
GAVE HHESS THE TOLL FREE NUMBER FOR OFFNET ON 2/1

AK 99935 <907)747-3024

A!
TSFY. EXEC. ORDER 8 

<907)000-0000

BK

#**# UPDATES
01 01 726 /93 1 1 5 0 :4 6 ANNOUNCING TELECONFERENCE
02 0 1 /2 6 /9 3 1 6 32: 12 SITKA ADDED ON
03 01728 /93 1 1 01 : i 8 FAIRBANKS ADDED ON
04 0 2 /0 1 /9 3 1 1 33:1 5 BETHEL, . ADDED ON
05 02 /01793 13 4 5 :3 4 OFFNET i ADDED ON

— Aii w
fact—fa  r
H r c  f o r } - /
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T E E N  P R E G N A N C Y  f l " ?  W  }Z J''
d W t R *  /r^f

N a t i o n w i d e  in* 1 9 8 0 ,  2 7 1 , 8 0 1  b a b i e s ,  o r  7 . 5  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  b a b i e s  

b o r n ,  w e r e  b o r n  t o  s i n g l e  t e e n s .  B y  1 9 8 9 ,  t h e  n u m b e r  h a d  c l i m b e d  b y

7 6 , . 0 7 9  t o  3 4 7 , 8 8 0  b a b i e s ,  o r  8 . 6  p e r c e n t  o f  al.l b i r t h s - - a  14 

p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  b i r t h s  t o  t e e n s  o v e r  t h e  

d e c a d e .

T h e  t e e n  b i r t h  r a t e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  a n y  

o t h e r  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r y .

. i  m
A c c o r d i n g  t o  A  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r s  I n t e r i m  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  

C h i  I d r e n  a n d  Y o u t h .

rJL ^  -ATa-s'ka'ps•rJt e e n a g ' e " - ' p f e g n a n c y  r a t e  is  1 3 %  . h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e .  

' ' n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e ,  t h e , . n 4^ c ^ -;h i g j i f s  t^  i n  t h g / c o u n t  r y .

- T e e n ,  b i r t h  t o  u n m a r r i e d  w o m e n  7 1 1 .  

- T e e n  l o w  w e i g h t  b i r t h  7 3  o r  6 6 . 0 %  

- T e e n  I n f a n t  D e a t h  1 4 . H  [ h s s  

B ) $ f

z / ' l r  

H i/m A iv R & M m

3

k T T K  w n



S U B S T A N C E  ABUS E

A l c o h o l i c s  a n d  d r u g  a d d i c t s  h u r t  t h o s e  a b o u n d  t h e m  b y  d e s t r o y i n g  

f a m i l y  s t a b i l i t y ,  u n i t y ,  a n d  s e c u r i t y .  A t  i t s  w o r s t ,  

a l c o h o l i s m / a d d i c t i o n  c a n  r e s u l t  in l o s s  o f  i n c o m e  a n d  s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  

s p o u s a l  a n d  c h i l d  a b u s e ,  a n d  d i v o r c e .  F o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  it c a n  l e a d  

t o  d e l i n q u e n c y ,  s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e ,  a n d  s u i c i d e ,  A t  t h e  l e a s t ,  

c h i l d r e n  o f  a l c o h o l i c s / a d d i c t s  w i l l  s u f f e r  f e e l i n g s  o f  l o w  s e l f ­

e s t e e m ,  s h a m e ,  f e a r ,  a n d  l o n e l i n e s s ;  a n d  t h e y  m a y  g r o w  u p  l a c k i n g  

i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  t r u s t  a n d  d e v e l o p  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r s .  It 

w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  a f f e c t  h o w  w e l l  o r  p o o r l y  t h e y  f u n c t i o n  i n  s c h o o l .

E s t i m a t e s  o f  h o w  m a n y  c h i l d r e n  o f  a l c o h o l i c s  t h e r e  a r e  i n  t h e  U . S .  

v a r y  f r o m  6 m i l l i o n  t o  6 5  m i l l i o n .  E s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

c h i l d r e n  o f  a l c o h o l i c s  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  18 r a n g e  f r o m  7 m i l l i o n  t o  

1 5  m i l l i o n .  T h i s  a m o u n t s  t o  b e t w e e n  4 a n d  6 c h i l d r e n  in  a  c l r s s r o o m  

o f  2 5 .  A d d  t o  t h i s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  g r o w i n g  u p  in  f a m i l i e s  w h e r e  o t h e r  

d r u g s  a r e  a b u s e d  r e g u l a r l y ,  e i t h e r  b y  p a r e n t s  o r  s i b l i n g s ,  a n d  t h a t  

n u m b e r  i n c r e a s e s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  S o u t h e a s t  U n i t e d  W a y  S u r v e y ,  A l c o h o l  a n d  D r u g  a b u s e  

i s  b y  f a r  t h e  m o s t  p r e s s i n g  h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  c o n c e r n  in 

S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ,

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  A l c o h o l i s m  a n d  D r u g  

A b u s e ,  o v e r  8 , 0 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  a d m i t t e d  a s  c l i e n t s  t o  A D A ,  A n  

e p i d e m i o l o g i c a l  a p p r o a c h  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  m a y  b e  m o r e  t h a n  

3 7  , 000-' A  l a s k a n s  w h o  h a v e  a l c o h o l  p r o b l e m s .

N a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  m o r e  t h a n  3 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  i l l i c i t l y  

u s e  o t h e r  d r u g s  i n  A l a s k a .  M a r i j u a n a  i s  t h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d  

i l l i c i t  d r u g  - 2 5  , 0 0 0 .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  A l c o h o l i s m  a n d  D r u g  A b u s e  1 9 9 1. V ‘
V  * / A l a s k a ?b r-:y o u t h ;. h a v e ^ s i g n i f  icantly-’higher-'rates of a l c o h o i  and

d r u g  --^abuse ;̂ t han>Lo,wervl48:' pee r s 7‘

* .A LicotidL;..fs'-rnvb'Ived -in a t Least-&bhe -foilr t h To£:.':aLl.::juveni-1 e
c.rimes.;v-y^.:''''-‘"' ■

* A l c o h o l  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  7 0 %  o f  N a t i v e  s u i c i d e s .

*  8 %  t o  9 %  o f  A l a s k a ’s y o u t h  s a y  t h e y  h a v e  d r u g - r e l a t e d  p r o b l e m s  

a t  s c h o o  1.

■* A  l a s k a s  ” N a  t i v e  F e t a  I . A  1 c o h o  1 S y n d r o m e  r a t e '  is  t h e  h i g h e s t  

r e p o r t e d  f i n  t h e - ' w o r l d .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  r e s u l t s  o f  1 9 8 9 - 9 0  A l a s k a  A d o l e s c e n t  S u r v e y  S t a t e w i d e  

R e p o r t :

* 4 6 %  i n  g r a d e s  7 - 9  a n d  7 0 %  in g r a d e s  1 0 - 1 2  r e p o r t  e v e r  h a v i n g



u s e d  b e e r  o r  w i n e .  In g r a d e s  1 0 - 1 2 .  60% a nd  g r a d e s  7 - 9 ,  33% h a v e  
u s e d  h a r d  l i q u o r .

F r e q u e n t  a l c o h o l  u s e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a t  i t s  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  a m o n g  1 1 t h
g r a d e r s ,  25% r e p o r t  d r i n k i n g  o n  a w e e k l y  o r  a d a i l y  b a s i s .

Ou t  o f  a l l  y o u t h  s u r v e y e d ,  " p o t e n t i a l  p r o b l e m  d r i n k e r s "  c o n s t i t u t e  
17%

R e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  t o  b e  2 2 . 2 %  o f  m a l e s  a n d  20% o f  
f e m a l e s  i n  g r a d e s  7 - 9  h a d  e v e r  u s e d .  4 5 . 9 %  o f  m a l e s  a n d  4 5 . 8 %  o f
f e m a l e s  i n  g r a d e s  1 0 - 1 2  h a d  u s e d .

O t h e r  d r u g  u s e d  b y  a d o l e s c e n t s  r e p o r t e d  w e r e  i n h a l a n t s ,  s p e e d ,  
c o c a i n e  a n d  d i e t  p i l l s .



DROP OUTS

O u r  n a t i o n ’s d r o p o u t  p r o b l e m  h a s  b e c o m e  a m a j o r  i s s u e  in A m e r i c a n  
E d u c a t i o n .  T h e  m a g n i t u d e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  c o m e s  I n t o  f o c u s  a s  m o r e  

s t u d i e s  v e r i f y  t h e  s e r i o u s  a n d  a d v e r s e  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l  a n d  

p e r s o n a l  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  o f  f a i l u r e  to c o m p l e t e  h i g h  s c h o o l .

N a t i o n a l  ly, t h e r e  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 . 8  mi I I ion p e o p l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  

a g e s  o f  16 a n d  2 4  w h o  a r e  n e i t h e r  e n r o l l e d  in h i g h  s c h o o l  n o r  h a v e  

c o m p l e t e d  a h i g h  s c h o o l  d i p l o m a  o r  its e q u i v a l e n t .  In a d d i t i o n ,  it 

Is e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  b e t w e e n  6 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  7 0 0 , 0 0 0  y o u n g  a d u l t s  b e t w e e n  

t h e  a g e s  o f  16 a n d  2 4  d r o p  o u t  o f  s c h o o l  e a c h  y e a r .  W e  h a v e  m a d e  

v i r t u a l l y  n o  p r o g r e s s  in t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  n i n t h  g r a d e r s  g r a d u a t i n g  

f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l  w i t h i n  f o u r  y e a r s ,  a n d  o v e r  t h e  la s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  
o f  t h e  d e c a d e ,  w e  h a v e  a c t u a l l y  m o v e d  b a c k w a r d s .

D r o p p i n g  o u t  o f  s c h o o l  Is o f t e n  s y m p t o m a t i c  o f  t h e r e  p r o b l e m s .  T h e  

v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  a t - r i s k  y o u t h  a r a  

I n t e r r e I a t e d . In A L A S K A ,  t h e  t e e n a g e  p r e g n a n c y  r a t e  is s e c o n d  

h i g h e s t  in t h e  n a t i o n .B e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  at r i s k ,  l a c k i n g  e d u c a t i o n  

a n d  j o b  s k i l l s ,  t e e n a g e  p a r e n t s  m a y  r e q u i r e  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  
a n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s .

A L A S K A  A N N U A L  E A R L Y  L E A V E R  R A T E  B Y  G R A D E .

G r a d e  7 1 1 1

R a t e  %  

1 .3
8 1 5 8 2 . 0
9 4 2 3 5 . 2  r

1 0 4 6 3 6 . 3

1 1 5 9 3 ^ 8  3 .

12 451 7 . 0

T O T A L ,2#1:'99

A L A S K A  A N N U A L '  E A R L Y  L E A V E R  R A T E S  B Y  E T H N I C I T Y

W h i t e  1 , 3 7 3 4 . 4 %

B l a c k  1 1 3 5 . 8 *
H i s p a n  i c 57 6 . las
A s i a n  65 3 . 7 as
N a t i v e  591 / 6.'3%

In A l a s k a  w e  s a y i n g  o v e r  8 , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  wi I I q u i t  s c h o o l  d u r i n g  t h e  
n e x t  f o u r  y e a r s  if t h e  p r e s e n t  t r e n d  h o l d s .

Y o u n g  p e o p l e  w h o  d o n ’t c o m p l e t e  h i g h  s c h o o l  b e c o m e  an e c o n o m i c  
d r a i n  o n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  s t a t e .  T h e y  l a c k  t h e  b a s i c  s k i l l s  t o  

c o m p e t e  f o r  a n d  s u c c e e d  in t h e  j o b s  t h a t  w i l l  e x p a n d  m o s t  d u r i n g  
t h e  n e x t  2 0  to 3 0  y e a r s .



* A l a s k a  g r a d u a t e s  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  its y o u t h  b y  t h e i r  1 8 t h  
b i r t h d a y ,  m a k i n g  it t h e  3 7 t h  l o w e s t  s t a t e  In t h e  n a t i o n .

* A l t h o u g h  h a l f  o f  t h o s e  w h o  l e a v e  e a r l y  e v e n t u a l l y  g e t  a G E D  o r  

c o m p  I e t e  s c h o o I , d r o p o u t s  c o s t  A l a s k a  a s  m u c h  a s  $ 1 7  m i l l i o n  a y e a r  
in los t  r e v e n u e  a n d  r e m e d i a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s .

* T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p e o p l e  in t h e  n a t i o n s  j a i l s  a r e  d r o p o u t s .



A C H I E V E M E N T  T E S T  D A T A  

1 9 9 0  T E S T  D A T A

T h e s e  f i g u r e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  s c o r e d  

b e l o w  t h e  N a t i o n a l  5 0 t h  P e r c e n t i l e  R a n k

T h e  S o u t h e a s t  s c o r e s  f o r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s t u d e n t s  s c o r i n g  b e l o w  t h e  

5 0 t h  p e r c e n t i l e  is t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  a v e r a g e  s c o r e s  f o r  14  S o u t h e a s t  

c o m m u n  it i e s . _

P e r c e n t a g e  b e l o w  5 0 t h  p e r c e n t i l e :

S t a t e - -  G r a d e  4 R e a d i n g  5 0 , 2

M a t h  4 6 . 8

L a n g .  A r t  5 2 . 5

G r a d e :  6 R e a d i n g  4 4 . 2

11 M a t h  v 5 .7

L a n g . A r t  4 6 . 6

G r a d e  8 R e a d i n g  4 1 . 4

M a t h  4 2 . 8

L a n g .  A r t  4 4 . 2

S o u t h e a s t -  '

A l a s k a  G r a d e  4 R e a d i n g .  58.7;.-

M a t h  ‘ , 5 2 . 0

L a n g . A r t  6 0 . 5

G r a d e  6 R e a d i n g  5 3 . 2

M a t h  5 3 . 5

L a n g . A r t  5 5 . 2

G r a d e  S R e a d i n g  4 7 . 9

M a t h  4 8 . 6

L a n g . A r t  5 2 . 5



C H I L D  A B U S E  AND N E G L E C T

N a t i o n a l :
T h r e e  to fo ur  c h i l d r e n  die  e a c h  d a y  in the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f r o m  c h i l d  
a b u s e  or n e g l e c t .

C h i l d  a b u s e  or n e g l e c t  c a s e s  r e p o r t e d  in 1991 ro se  to 2.7 m i l l i o n ,  
up fr o m 2.5 m i l l i o n  r e p o r t e d  in 1990. T h e  s t a t i s t i c s  s h o w e d  1, 383 
c h i l d r e n  d i e d  from a b u s e  or n e g l e c t  a 54 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  in six 
years. S e v e n t y - n i n e  p e r c e n t  of the d e a t h s  w e r e  a m o n g  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  
5 y e a r s  of age, and  54 p e r c e n t  w e r e  u n d e r  age 1.

A l a s k a :
A R e p o r t  of the  G o v e r n o r s  I n t e r i m  C o m m i s s i o n  on C h i l d r e n  a n d  Y o u t h  
s t a t e d :

* Th e D i v i s i o n  of F a m i l y  a n d  Y o u t h  S e r v i c e s  r e c e i v e s  2 0 , 0 0 0  
c h i l d  a b u s e  and n e g l e c t  r e p o r t s  a year. A l t h o u g h  m a n y  are 
u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d ,  th i s h e a v y  v o l u m e  c r e a t e s  a c a s e l o a d  for s o c i a l  
w o r k e r s  t h a t  is t h r e e  to fiv e t i m e s  th e n a t i o n a l  aver ag e

* 19 , 0 0 0  A l a s k a  w o m e n  w e r e  a b u s e d  b y  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s  in 1986; 63
% of t h os e w o m e n  had  c h i l d r e n  w h o  w e r e  a bu sed .

* The n u m b e r  of c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v i n g  c h i l d  p r o t e c t i v e  s e r v i c e s
s t a t e w i d e  i n c r e a s e d  20 p e r c e n t  in j u s t  o n e  y e a r  f r o m  7 ,7 00 in 1985 
to 9, 20 0 in 1986.

* So n s w h o  w i t n e s s  t h e i r  f a t h e r s ’ v i o l e n c e  h a v e  1 , 0 0 0 %  g r e a t e r  
c h a n c e  of b e c o m i n g  a b u s e r s  t h a n  t h o s e  w h o  do not.

* A d u l t  s e x  o f f e n d e r s  sa y  t h e y  c o m m i t t e d  two  to five t i m e s  as
m a n y  o f f e n s e s  as the n u m b e r  for w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  c h a r g e d  a n d  t h e y
u s u a l l y  s t a r t e d  as j u v e n i l e s .

t * C h i l d r e n  u n d e r  10 a r e  m o s t  l i k e l y  to be m o l e s t e d  b y a 
r e l a t i v e .

S u m m a r y  r e g a r d i n g  a b u s e  by A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  
S e r v i c e s - I n t r o  the 90s.

A l a s k a ’s c h i l d  p o p u l a t i o n  g r e w  by  30%  d u r i n g  the 1 9 8 0’s f r o m  
1 3 0 , 7 4 5  in 1 98 0 to 170, 510 in 19 90  - an a v e r a g e  i n c r e a s e  of 3% 
a n n u a l l y .  T h i s  i n c r e a s e  has b e e n  far  e x c e e d e d  by  r e p o r t e d  c h i l d  
a b u s e  and the d e m a n d  for p r o t e c t i o n  and o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  for A l a s k a ’s 
c h i l d r e n .

'  .  • . * '  t  , ,  . - . . .  j V .  • ’■* t  * »>. • i .

A l a s k a , r a n k s  f o u r t h  h i g h e s t  i n  the  n a t i o n  in the  rate, of r e p o r t e d  
c h i l d  .abuse. A l a s k a  ’ s. -.rate of..;; 5 4 c h i l d r e n  per. 1, 000  ̂ 'reported ras 
r e p o r t e d  .-as ̂ v i c t i m s  of  a b u s e ^ T s  ' mor e ^ th an  6 0 %  g r e a t e r  t h a n  • the 
n a t i o n a l  vtrafe of ; 34 .iier 1 , 0 0 0  i’- N e a r l y  on e in e v e r y  19 A l a s k a n  
c h i l d r e n ' r e q u i r e s  s e r v i c e s  to - pro te ct t h e m  fr om  harm,s'V
T h e  s t e a d y  g r o w t h  in the p o p u l a t i o n  of c h i l d r e n  in A l a s k a  s i n c e  the



l a t e  1 9 7 0 ’s ha s  b e e n  far e x c e e d e d  b y i n c r e a s e s  in the n u m b e r  of 
r e p o r t s  of c h i l d  a b u s e  and  n e g l e c t  in the state. Th e  n u m b e r  of 
c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v i n g  p r o t e c t i v e  s e r v i c e s  has mo r e t h a n  t r i p l e d  s i n c e  
FY 78 f r o m  2 , 8 6 6  to 9, 21 4 in FY 90. The n u m b e r  of c h i l d r e n  
r e c e i v i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  of s ex u a l  a b u s e  has i n c r e a s e d  8 t i m e s  
o v e r  d u r i n g  the  s a m e  p e ri od.

S u m m a r y  of 1 9 9 0  A l a s k a  A d o l e s c e n t  H e a l t h  S u r v e y  s t a t e w i d e  r e p o r t  on 
S e x u a l  a n d  P h y s i c a l  Abu se .

* 15% of al l y o u t h  s u r v e y e d  r e p o r t  the y h av e b e e n  s e x u a l l y  
a b u s e d ,

* 16% of al l  y o u t h  s u r v e y  to ha ve  b e e n  p h y s i c a l l y  abus ed.

* 22%  of y o u t h  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e n  v i c t i m s  of on e or b o t h  
t y p e s  of ab u se .

O n e  in f o u r  f e m a l e s  r e p o r t  b e i n g  s e x u a l l y  a b u s e d  and 23% r e p o r t  
p h y s i c a l  abu se .

A l m o s t  a t h i r d  of 12 t h g r a d e  g i r l s  r e p o r t  th a t t h e y  h a d  b e n  
s e x u a l l y  a b u s e d .

F a m i l y  v i o l e n c e  p a s s e s  f r o m  one g e n e r a t i o n  to the n e x t  w i t h  
a l a r m i n g  r e g u l a r i t y ,  o f t e n  e s c a l a t i n g  in s ev e r i t y .  C h i l d r e n  in 
v i o l e n t  h o m e s  l e a r n  v i o l e n c e  m u c h  as t h e y  l e a r n  o t h e r  b e h a v i o r s ,  
W i t n e s s i n g  v i o l e n c e  t e a c h e s  that v i o l e n c e  is a n o r m a l  w a y  to s o l v e  
p r o b l e m s .  F a m i l y  v i o l e n c e  t o d a y  sets  a ti me  bo m b t h a t  w i l l  e x p l o d e  
y e a r s  l a t e r  w h e n  a b u s e d  c h i l d r e n  b e c o m e  a b u s e r s  of t h e i r  own  
c h i l d r e n .  C h i l d r e n  w h o  w a t c h  one p a r e n t  hit the o t h e r  r e p e a t  the 
b e h a v i o r  in t h e i r  ow n a d u l t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  or in the c o m m u n i t y .

M o s t  A l a s k a n  f a m i l i e s  p r o t e c t  and n u r t u r e  their m e m b e r s .  F o r many, 
h o w ev er , v i o l e n c e  and c h i l d  n e g l e c t  w i t h i n  the f a m i l y  c r e a t e  
tra uma , p a i n  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  p r o b l e m s .

S t u d i e s  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  h i g h  c o r r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  c h i l d  a b u s e  and 
d e v i a n t  b e h a v i o r  a m o n g  v i o l e n t  j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n t s  and  a d u l t s  w h o  
c o m m i t t e d  v i o l e n t  crim es.

C h i l d r e n  r a i s e d  in v i o l e n t  h o m e s  o f t e n  have l o w  s e l f - e s t e e m ,  an d 
a l c o h o l  or  o t h e r  d r u p  p r o b l e m s .

In 1992 the  J u n e a u  P o l i c e  Dept. i n v e s t i g a t e d  1, 780  D o m e s t i c  
V i o l e n c e  r e p o r t s .



S U I C I D E  AND V I O L E N T  DEATH

T h e  t e e n  d e a t h  r a t e  f r o m  a c c i d e n t s ,  h o m i c i d e s  a n d  s u i c i d e s  

i n c r e a s e d  b y  11 p e r c e n t  b e t w e e n  1 9 8 4  a n d  1 9 S 9 .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

s u i c i d e  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  v e r y  d i s c o u r a g i n g .  T h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  

s t a t i s t i c s  a v a i l a b l e  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r  H e a l t h  S t a t i s t i c s  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  m o r e  t h a n  3 0 , 0 0 0  A m e r i c a n s  c o m m i t t e d  s u i c i d e  i n  1 9 8 6 .  

O f  t h e s e ,  m o r e  t h a n  5 , 0 0° w e r e  t e e n a g e r s .

O n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  s u i c i d e  i s  n o w  t h e  s e c o n d  l e a d i n g  c a u s e  o f  

d e a t h  a m o n g  t e e n s .  E s t i m a t e s  p l a c e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e  

a t t e m p t i n g  s u i c i d e  a t  o n e  ; u i c i d e  a t t e m p t  p e r  m i n u t e  i n  t h e  U . S .  

T h e  N a t i o n a l  A d o l e s c e n t  S t t d e n t  H e a l t h  S u r v e y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  o n e  o f  

e v e r y  s e v e n  a d o l e s c e n t s  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  s u i c i d e .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r s  I n t e r i m  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  

C h i l d r e n  a n d  Y o u t h :

- A l a s k a ’s s u i c i d e  r a t e  i s  t w i c e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e .  A m o n g  

y o u n g  a d u l t s  N a t i v e  m e n .  it is  2 2  t i m e s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e .

- B e t w e e n  19 8 3 - 1 9 8 5 ,  y o u t h  u n d e r  19 a c c o u n t e d  for 12% of 
A l a s k a ’s s u i c i d e s .

-F o r e v e r y . c o m p l e t e d  s u i c i d e  an a d d i t  iona 1 110 a t t e m p t s . a r e  
se r i o u s  e n o u g h  to . r e q u i r e  m e d i c a I .at tent i o n .

- T h e  s i g n s  o f  s u i c i d a l  p a t t e r n s  a r e  o f t e n  v i s i b l e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  

t e e n a g e  y e a r s .

- C u l t u r a l  c o n f l i c t  is a p a r t i c u l a r  risk  for N a t i v e  you th .

- Y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  2 0 s  a r e  a t  h i g h e s t  r i s k  o f  s u i c i d e .

N a t i v e  m a l e s  t h i s  a g e  a r e  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  r i s k .

’ - A l c o h o l '  is i m p l i c a t e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  7 0 %  o f  N a t i v e  s u i c i d e s .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  K i d s  C o u n t  D a t a  B o o k .

- A l a s k a  . r a n k s .  5 0  t h  i n  t h e . N a t i o n  f o r ' i T e e n  V i o l e n t  .'death . r a t e  

A g e s  15 —  19  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0 /.teens.. 1

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  A d o l e s c e n t  H e a l t h  S u r v e y  S t a t e w i d e  r e p o r t .

- A m o n g  A l a s k a  y o u t h - o n e  "in ' six: (.18 V2%) "report V t h e y  •; h a v e  
^at t em pt ed  suicide"..''

- O f  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  s u i c i d e  4 3 . 9 %  t r i e d  t o  k i l l  

t h e m s e l v e s  o n c e ,  2 9 . 7 %  a t t e m p t e d  s u i c i d e  t w i c e  a n d  o v e r  a q u a r t e r  

a t t e m p t e d  t h r e e  o r  m o r e  t i m e s .

- 1 8 %  o f  y o u t h  i n  A l a s k a  s a y  t h e y  k n o w  o f  a  f a m i l y  m e m b e r  w h o  

h a s  a t t e m p t e d  o r  c o m p l e t e d  a s u i c i d e .



C H I L D R E N  I N POVERTY

C h i l d r e n  a r e  t h e  p o o r e s t  a g e  g r o u p  i n  A m e r i c a .  I n  1 9 9 0 ,  o n e  i n

f i v e ,  o r  1 2 . 7  m i l l i o n  c h i l d r e n ,  w a s  p o o r ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  2 . 7  

m i l l i o n  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  1 9 7 9 .  F o r t y  s t a t e s  s a w  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f

c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  in  p o v e r t y  r i s e  o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e  f o r  a n a t i o n w i d e  

i n c r e a s e  o f  2 2  p e r c e n t .  T h e  l a r g e  c h a n g e s  in s t a t e  r a n k i n g s  b e t w e e n  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  e n d  o f  t h e  l 9 S 0 s .

i /  A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e  K i d s  C o u n t  D a t a  B o o k :  P e r c e n t  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n

 A l a s k a  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  1 2 . 1 %  i n  1 9 7 9  t o  1 4 . 0 %  i n  1 9 9 0 .

T h e  C h i l d r e n s  D e f e n s e  F u n d  e s t i m a t e  t h a t  l in  6 . 5  A l a s k a n s  u n d e r  18 

l i v e  i n  f a m i l i e s  w h o s e  i n c o m e  is b e l o w  t h e  p o v e r t y  l e v e l .



C H I L D R E N  L I V I N G  I N  S I N G L E  P A R E N T  F A M I L I E S

O v e r  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e , ' t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  i n  s i n g l e -  

p a r e n t  f a m i l i e s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  2 1 . 3  t o  2 4 . 1 ,  a 13 p e r c e n t  

i n c r e a s e .  I n  1 9 9 0 .  a l m o s t  1 3  m i l l i o n  c h i l d r e n ,  2 m i l l i o n  m o r e  

c h i l d r e n  t h a n  in 1 9 S 0 ,  l i v e d  in t h e s e  p r i m a r i l y  f e n a 1 e - h e a d e d  

f a m  i 1 i e s .

E a c h  d a y  a l l  o v e r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c h i l d r e n  a r r i v e  a t  s c h o o l  w i t h  

t h e i r  b o o k s  , c o m p  1 e t e d  h o m e w o r k ,  s n a c k s  a n d  w h a t e v e r  e m o t i o n a l  

b a g g a g e  e n c u m b e r s  t h e m .  M o r e  t h a n  1 . 5  m i l l i o n  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  18  a r e  

a f f e c t e d  e a c t i  y e a r  b y  f a m i l y  b r e a k u p s ,  a n d  n e a r l y  h a l f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  

b a r n  i n  1 9 8 0  w i l l  l i v e  i n  s i n g l e - p a r e n t  f a m i l i e s  a t  s o m e  p o i n t  

I e f o r e  t h e y  r e a c h  18 .

C l a s s r o o m  b e h a v i o r  t h a t  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  l e a r n i n g  c a n n o t  b e  i g n o r e d  

if  t e a c h i n g  i s  t o  t a k e  p l a c e .  V e r y  o f t e n  t h e  s c h o o l  i s  t h e  o n e  

s t a b l e  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  c h i l d r e n  e x p e r i e n c i n g  f a m i l y  

i n s t a b i l i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  a t  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  l e v e l .

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  

d i v o r c e -  o n e - p a r e n t  h o m e s  m e a n  a  h i g h e r  r i s k  o f  p r o b l e m s  i n  s c h o o l .

T h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  a f f e c t  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  c h i l d r e n  o f  d i v o r c e d  

p a r e n t s  a n d  s i n g l e - p a r e n t  h o m e s  a r e  a t  r i s k  i n c l u d e  i n c o m e ,  s e x  a n d  

a g e .  I n c o m e  i s  t h e  m o s t  c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r ,  T h e  m e d i a n  i n c o m e  o f  o n e -  

p a r e n t  h o m e s  is l e s s  t h a n  a t h i r d  t h a t  o f  t w o - p a r e n t  h o m e s .  T h e  

l o w e r  a f a m i l y ’s i n c o m e ,  t h e  m o r e  v u l n e r a b l e  t h e  s t u d e n t .
4

D i v o r c e  a l s o  p u t s  y o u n g e r  s t u d e n t s  a t  g r e a t e r  r i s k  s c h o l a s t i c a l l y .  

M o s t  c o u p l e s  d i v o r c e  w h e n  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f  5 

a n d  1 2 ,  A  s t u d y  c o n d u c t e d  b y  W a l l e r s t e i n  a n d  K e l l y  f o u n d  t h a t ,  a t  

t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  l e v e l ,  h a l f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  d i v o r c e d  p a r e n t s  

e x p e r i e n c e d  a l m o s t  a y e a r  o f  l e a r n i n g  d i s r u p t i o n .

E f f e c t s  o f  D i v o r c e  o n  c h i l d r e n  c a n  e f f e c t s  s u c h  a s :  D e n i a l ,  G r i e f ,  

S a d n e s s  a n d  D e p r e s s i o n ,  F e a r  o f  A b a n d o n m e n t  a n d  S e p a r a t i o n  A n x i e t y ,  

R u n n i n g  A w a y  f r o m  H o m e ,  I m m a t u r i t y ,  H y p e r m a t u r i t y ,  G u i l t ,  A n g e r ,  

I n s e c u r i t y  a n d  L o w  S e l f - E s t e e m .



J U V E N I L E  D E L I N Q U E N C Y

A c c o r d i n g  to the m o s t  c u r r e n t  Kid C o u n t  I n f o r m a t i o n  , M o r e  y o u n g  
p e o p l e  in A m e r i c a  are r e q u i r e d  by  j u v e n i l e  c o u r t s  to s p e n d  
f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s  a w a y  f r o m  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and c o m m u n i t i e s  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  a r e  in t r o u b l e .  In 1989, 3 1, 5 5 0  of ou r t e n - t o  f i f t e e n  y e a r
o l d s  w e r e  in c u s t o d y .  Th e  j u v e n i l e  c u s t o d y  rate rose by 10 p e r c e n t  
b e t w e e n  1985 and 1989, fr om  142 to 156 per  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  y o u t h  ag e s te n  
to f if te en.

N a t i o n w i d e ,  t h e r e  is a g r o w i n g  c o n c e r n  o v e r  an e s c a l a t i o n  in 
j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n c y ,  a p e r c e p t i o n  s u p p o r t e d  by the u n p r e c e d e n t e d  
l e v e l  of j u v e n i l e  v i o l e n c e  c o n f r o n t i n g  the na ti on . H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  
the y o u t h  of A m e r i c a  c r i m e  has b e e n  t ow a r d  p r o p e r t y - r e l a t e d  c r i m e s  
s u c h  as m o t o r  v e h i c l e ,  theft, la rc eny , and arson. D u r i n g  the 
1980s, h o w e v e r ,  c r i m e s  r e l a t e d  to v i o l e n c e  b e c a m e  a m o r e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m p o n e n t  of j u v e n i l e  crime, not  o n l y  i n v o l v i n g  
d i s a d v a n t a g e d  m i n o r i t y  y o u t h  in u r b a n  a re as  but e v i d e n t  in all 
s o c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  a n d  l i f e s t y l e s .

A c c o r d i n g  to F e d e r a l  J u v e n i l e  a n d V i o l e n c e  R e p o r t  in 1990 the 
n a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e d  its h i g h e s t  j u v e n i l e  c r i m e  a r r e s t  rate, 430 p e r
1 0 0 ,0 00 . T h e  1990 rate  wa s  27% h i g h e r  th an  the 1980 rate,

In'1.1990— tfie~ j u v e n i l e  ̂ "violent c r i m e  - a r r e s t  rat e r e a c h e d  1 ,42 9 p e r  
1 0 0 , 0 0 0  b l a c k  j u v e n i l e s .  F r o m  1965 to 1990 the o v e r a l l  m u r d e r  
a r r e s t  r a t e  f or  j u v e n i l e s  i n c r e a s e d  332 p e r c e n t  f r o m  2.8 to 12.1.

F o r c i b l e  rape. T h e  n a t i o n s  j u v e n i l e  f o r c i b l e  ra pe  a r r e s t  has m o r e  
t h e n  d o u b l e d  s i n c e  1964 from 10,9 to 21,9 in 1990,

A c c o r d i n g  to r e p o r t e d  d a t a  in th e Ki d s C o u n t  Su rv ey,  a h i g h  
p e r c e n t a g e  of A l a s k a  y o u t h  e n d up in- jail. A l a s k a  rate  of t e e n - a g e  
i n c a r c e r a t i o n  w o r s e n e d  in the  1980, i n c r e a s i n g  8 p e r ce nt .

A l a s k a  r a n k e d  4 6 t h  in a r e c e n t  n a t i o n a l  r a n k i n g  r e g a r d i n g  j u v e n i l e  
c u s t o d y  rate. Ir 1989 261 per 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  y o u t h  ag es  10-15 in A l a s k a  in 
r e l a t i o n  to 156 p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  n a t i o n a l l y .

A c c o r d i n g  to a r e p o r t  by A l a s k a  Dept, of H e a l t h  an d S o c i a l
S e r v i c e s ,  g r o w t h  in d e l i n q u e n c y  has  n o t  b e e n  as d r a m a t i c  as the
g r o w t h  in c h i l d  a b u s e  and  ne g le ct .  D u r i n g  the 1 9 8 0 ’s d e l i n q u e n c y  
r e p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  by o n l y  12%. T h e  o n l y  a l a r m i n g  i n c r e a s e  in 
d e l i n q u e n c y  r e f e r r a l s  has b e e n  in r e f e r r a l s  for s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  or 
ab use . T n o s e  r e f e r r a l s  have  i n c r e a s e d  80 0%  s i n c e  1981.

D F Y S  j u v e n i l e  p r o b a t i o n  of f i ce rs ; c o n d u c t e d’--,approximately ’-6 ,‘500 
d e l i n q u e n c y  i n t a k e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ' i n  FY 90  and p r o v i d e d  s u p e r v i s i o n  
to 2 , 1 5 0  y o u t h

I n c r e a s e s  in the total n u m b e r  of c a s e s  have b e e n  a c c o m p a n i e d  by
i n c r e a s e s  in the s e v e r i t y  and c o m p l e x i t y  of cases. H a l f  of the
f a m i l i e s  s e r v e d  by the D i v i s i o n  are h i g h  r i s k  fa mi l i e s .  H i g h  r i s k



f a m i l i e s  r e q u i r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  m o r e  time a n d  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  of 
e f f o r t  b y  s o c i a l  w o r k  staff. 1

. ■ • V.:: '' '' " .*•*' •



" C h i l d r e n  i n  C r i s i s "  a  J a n u a r y  r e p o r t  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e s  m o r e  t h a n  

3 , 5 0 0  r u n a w a y s  a n d  o v e r  7 , 8 0 0  h o m e l e s s  a d o l e s c e n t s  a r e  a  s e r i o u s  

p r o b l e m  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  A l a s k a .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a r e p o r t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r s  I n t e r i m  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  

C h i l d r e n  a n d  Y o u t h :

* U r b a n  s t a t i s t i c s  s h o w  a  r u n a w a y  - r a t e  in  A l a s k a  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  

t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e .

* A t  l e a s t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  r u n a w a y  y o u t h  s a y  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  a b u s e d  

a t  h o m e .

* 8 0 %  o f  r u n a w a y  y o u t h  s a y  f a m i l y  p r o b l e m s  l e d  t o  t h e i r  r u n n i n g  

a w a y .

* 2 5 %  o f  r u n a w a y s  m a y  b e c o m e  c h r o n i c ,  h a b i t u a l  r u n a w a y s  w h o  a r e  

m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e c o m e  c r i m i n a l s .

* R u n a w a y s  a n d  t h r o w a w a y s  a r e  m u c h  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e c o m e  t e e n a g e  

p r o s t i t u t e s ,  v i c t i m s  o f  s u i c i d e  a n d  d r u g  a b u s e r s  t h a n  n o n - r u n a w a y  

y o u t h .

* E a c h  y e a r ,  a t  l e a s t  1 . 1 0 0  r u n a w a y  y o u t h  a r e  r e u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s  i n  A n c h o r a g e  a l o n e .

RUNAWAYS AND HOMELES S

1



ALASKA P O P U L A T I O N 1 9 9 0

G R O U P  0 T O  9 Y R S .  1 0 7 , 4 8 5  M a l e  3 9 , 3 0 4  F e m a l e  3 6 , 6 8 4  ( W h i t e )

1 5 . 9 6 4  1 5 , 5 3 3  ( N a t i v e )

10  T O  1 9  S O , 3 6 7  3 0 , 8 1 1  2 7 , 4 9 8  ( W h i t e )

1 1 . 4 7 2  10  , 5 8 S  ( N a t  i v e )

T o t a l  u n d e r  .9 1 8 7 , S 5 7  9 7 , 5 5  1 9 0 . 3 0 3

T o t a l  5 5 0 , 0 4 3  W h i t e  M a l e  2 2 4 . 2 8 6  F e m a l e  1 9 6 , 4 5 9

N a t i v e  a n d  o t h e r  M a l e  6 5 . 5 S 2  F e m a l e  6 3 , 7 1 6
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Testimony to the House HESS Commitee 
Executive Order 84

February 1, 1993

My  name is Nurrarraaluk Amillamarnan Valerie Davidson. I a m  one-half 
Yup'ik Eskimo, originally from Bethel and Aniak.

I a m  here today to testify against Executive Order 84, 

"consolidating the duties and functions of the Alaska Women's 
Commission and the Alaska Commission on Children and Youth into a 

ne w  Alaska H u m a n  Relations Commission".

Please allow m e  to preface m y  reasons with the history of my 

involvement with the Alaska Commission on Children and Youth.
I w as appointed by Governor Cowper in June of 1990 to serve 

on the Alaska Commission on Children and Youth. I served as Vice- 

Chair, then Chair until Governor Hickel appointed n e w  members to 

serve on the Commission. I remained the only original m e m b e r  of 

the Cowper appointed Commission.

Fiscally the Children's Commission suffered a blow when 

Governor Hickel reduced the budget from the FY91 budget of over 

$100,000 to the FY92 budget of $32,000. This forced us to seriously 
examine the effectiveness and future of the Commission.

The Children's Commission and Women's Commission was 

strongly encouraged to meet jointly to discuss the possibility of 

shared resources and c o m m o n  goals. At the June 21, 1991 Children's 

Commission meeting Cheri Jacobus, the representative from the 

Department of L aw stated that "we cannot statutorily combine the 

two commissions. W e  are statutorily created, statutorily separate 

and w e  have different purposes and different mandates and w e  in 

this Commission recognize that."

At the June 22, 1991 joint meeting the Children's Commission 
voted to combine and snare share the FY92 budgets. I noted for the 

record that "the Commission is being forced into this position not 

because it is something I or other memb ers  really support." The 

Women's Commission also voted to share the FY92 budgets. Carol 

Sturgulewski stated for the record, "the proposed budget is being 

accepted because it is forced by fiscal realities." The two 

Commissions then voted on a "Face to Face Meetings" budget unless 

the Children's Commission be awarded $2 million for the Children's 

Trust Tund and unless the W o m e n ’s Commission receive pending 

future grants. The two Commissions directed their Executive 
Committee members to "negotiate a m e m o r a n d u m  of agreement to 

draft the w a y  in which the budget will be controlled by each 

Commission subject to the approval of the whole Commission".

M y  term ended ori July 1, 1991.



N o w  that you have s o m e  of the history behind the Children’s 

Commission, I would like you to know that I a m  opposed the merging 

of the Children’s Commission and Women's Commission.

The Alaska Commission on Children and Youth has worked so 

hard to encourage young people to testify on behalf of themselves, 

their siblings and their peers. Children and Youth felt a sense of 

ownership and were willing to testify at times in great numbers.

I do not think young people are going to be as likely to testify 

before a "Alaska H u m a n  Relations Commission". By having a separate 

Children's Commission, w e  are sending the message to Alaska's 

children that they are important enough to stand alone.

In simple mathematical terms the n e w  Commission would be

charged with two times the focus: that of w o m e n  and that of 

children. In oth * words, children will be only half the focus. W e  

are telling kids ti.-t they are n o w  worth half the time and half the 

effort.
In terms of representation, w o m e n  have a voice. W o m e n  can

vote. Children do not. Women's groups are more likely to have the

financial resources to advocate for themselves. Children do not have 

the resources to c o m e  from across the State to lobby the Legislature 
and the Governor. Children's resources go toward education and 

protection of life and safety. It seems that when w e  do ask young 

people what their opinions are, w e  listen and thank them. However, 

wh en their opinions differ from those of adults, young people are 

told that the adults are the professionals and the ones in the know. 

W e  need to send the message to young people that w e  are listening 

and not only respect, but welcome what they have to say.

In combing the two Commissions h o w  will the ne w  Commission 

ovaluate what they are doing in terms of need and progress? I have 

no doubt they will find a w a y  to accomplish this, but the issue is 

greater than that. The issue is spending as much time and effort as 

possible on our greatest natural resource, our children.

I challenge you to go beyond the fiscal limitations to prove 

that our children are stili regarded as our greatest natural resource. 

In light of the resource w e  have the original F Y 91 Children's 

Commision budget of $100,000 is well worth the investment.
W e  need to let our children know that they still have their own 

Commission and they have great worth on their own.



An old Chinese proverb says if you don 't 
change y ou r  direction, you 're bound to end up 
where you 're  headed. It’s time to change d irec­

tion. Instead o f  ju s t  saying children are our 
greatest natural resource, it's time we truly in­
vested in their future.

G e n e r a l  F u n d  P e r  C a p i t a  E x p e n d i t u r e s  for Y o u t h s  a n d  Seniors

F Y  8 6  
(A c tu a l)

YOUTH

FY  8 7  F Y  8 8  F Y  8 8
(R e v is e d ) (G o v e rn o r )  (A p p ro p r ia t io n )

T o t a l

P o p u la t io n *  

P e r  C a p i t a

$ 1 1 9 , 3 0 0 , 4 0 0  $ 1 1 0 , 4 0 7 , 4 0 0  $ 1 0 8 ,  ^ 9 . 0 0 0  $ 1 1 3 , 0 0 8 , 0 0 0

1 6 9 , 2 6 9

$ 7 0 5

1 6 7 , 1 1 5

$ 6 6 1

SENIORS

1 6 6 , 5 8 0

$ 6 5 0

1 6 6 , 5 8 0

$ 6 7 8

F Y  8 6  
(A c tu a l)

F Y 8 7
(R e v is e d )

F Y  8 8  
(G o v e rn o r )

F Y  8 8  
(A p p ro p r ia t io n )

T o t a l

P o p u la t io n *  

P e r  C a p i t a

$ 9 3 , 8 4 5 , 1 0 0  $ 9 6 , 5 1 4 , 2 0 0  $ 7 2 , 7 8 6 , 0 0 0  $ 1 0 3 , 1 2 3 , 9 0 0

1 9 , 4 1 7

$ 4 , 8 3 3

2 0 , 6 3 2

$ 4 , 6 7 8

2 1 , 9 2 3

$ 3 , 3 2 0

2 1 , 9 2 3  

$ 4  7 0 4

•Population Is from Alaska Department of Labor. 1988 mid-level projections. Prepared by the House Research 
Agency, July 1987. This table does not Include per capita expenditures for regular education grades K-12. State 
funding for education is between S2.700 and $3,000 per capita annually for FY 86-88. Because education Is consti­
tutionally guaranteed and provided to all citizens during their youth, these data were not Included. If funding for 
education of youth were included, youth expenditures would be about 60 percent of senior expenditures in FY 88.
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Y o u t h  C o m m i t t e e :  July 10-11 A n c h o r a g e

A u g u s t  7  Fairbanks

Sept. 9 - 1 0  statewide public hearing

Sept. 1 7 - 1 8  A n c h o r a g e

Oct. 7  statewide public hearing

Nov. 9 - 1 0  A n c h o r a g e

B o d y  D a te s  L o ca tio n

Commission A ctiv ities  and Participation:
T h e  following lists, b y  m o n t h ,  meetings, c o n­

ferences, w o r k s h o p s ,  trainings, seminars, etc. 

in w h i c h  C o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  participated or 

at w h i c h  they represented the C o m m i s s i o n :

JUNE:
C o n f e r e n c e  of the Association of School 

Superintendents: J o h n  A n t o n n e n ,  A n n i e  

Calkins.

M e e t i n g  of the C a b i n e t  of Professional A s s o­

ciations: A n n i e  Calkins.

M e e t i n g  of the A l a s k a  State Writing C o n s o r -  

'tium: A n n i e  Calkins.

M e e t i n g  of the Child A d v o c a c y  Network: J u d y  

Rich.

Pl a nning meeting. A n c h o r a g e  C o v e n a n t  

H o u s e :  Sen. J o s e p h s o n ,  J u d y  Rich, Peter 

Scales.

S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l’s Conference o n  Family- 

Centered. C o m m u n i t y - B a s e d .  C oordinated C a r e  

for Children with C h r o n i c  Illnesses a n d  O t h e r  

Disabilities: Kayleen Lowe.

Visit to the Crippled Children’s Association 

D a y  C a r e  Facility. W a n g a n u i ,  N e w  Zealand: 

K a y leen Lowe.

“S T D :  C h e c k  It O u t "  p r o g r a m  review, M i n i s­

try of Health, N e w  Zealand: K a y leen Lowe.

JULY:
Visits to J u n e a u  child care centers: Rep. 

Ulmer.

Visit to the A s t h m a  Society of A u c k l a n d’s 

Children’s A s t h m a  P r o gram. A u c k l a n d .  N e w  

Zealand: Kayleen Lowe.

AUGUST:
Me e t i n g  of the Fa i r b a n k s  Child C a r e  Provid­

ers Association: M s .  Lare.

Visits to child care centers. Fairbanks: Child 

C a r e  C o m m ittee.

Meetings with J u n e a u  child care providers: 

Rep. Ulmer.

D r a m - e d y  W o r k s h o p :  Sen. J o s e p h s o n .  

Ka p u l a n i  Preschool Parenting Training Proj­

ect. O a h u ,  Hawaii: K a y leen Lowe.

M e e t i n g  of the Perinatal Association of 

Alaska: Kayleen Lowe.

M e e t i n g  of the Special E d u c a t i o n  Service 

A g e ncy: Kayleen lx»we.
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SEPTEMBER:
Joint m e e t i n g  of the Governor's Council o n  

Vocational Ed u c a t i o n  a n d  the State J o b  T r a i n­

ing Partnership Coordinating Council: Peter 

Scales.

W I C  A n n u a l  Meeting: Peter Scales.

Bilingual/Bicultural E d u c a t i o n  Coordinators 

Institute: J o h n  A n t o n n e n ,  A n n i e  Calkins. 

Shirley Covington. M s .  Lare, Kayleen L o we.

M e e t i n g  of Volunteers for Y o u t h  At-Risk:

Sen. sephson.

M e e . . xg for Participants in State Early Child­

h o o d  Initiatives, National Association of State 

B o a r d s  of Education: A n n i e  Calkins.

M e e t i n g  of the L e a g u e  of W o m e n  Voters: Rep. 

Ulmer.

M e e t i n g  of the E m e r g e n c y  Medical Services 

Advisory Council: Kayleen Lowe.

H e a lings o n  A n c h o r a g e  Municipal Health 

Plan: Kayleen Lowe.

Hearings o n  State Child C a r e  Regulations: 

Kayleen Lowe.

A C C E S S  Alaska. F a m i l y  Issues Conference: 

Kayleen Lowe.

Special H e a r i n g  of the Federal Office of 

Special Education, Audit of State E d u c a t i o n  

Programs: Kayleen Lowe.

Presentation to Child C a r e  Connection: 

Kayleen Lowe.

K I D P A C  Meeting: Kayleen Lowe.

K E N I  Radio Talk S h o w :  K a yleen Lowe. Peter 

Scales.

Conference of T h e t a  O m i c r o n  C h a p t e r  of 

S i g m a  T h e t a  Tau, the National H o n o r  Society of 

Nursing: Kayleen Lowe.

S e v e n t h  A n n u a l  Pediatrics Conference. 

Presentation b y  Dr. Richard K r u g m a n  o n  the 

Sexual A b u s e  of Children: K a y leen Lowe.

OCTOBER:
A n n u a l  Conference of the Child Welfare 

L e a g u e  of America: M s. Lare.

Public Hearing: U p p e r  M a t - S u  Valley a n d

Wasilla: Shirley Covington. M s .  Lare.

C o n f e r e n c e  of the A l a s k a  Association for 

C o m m u n i t y  Education: M s .  Lare, Kayleen 

Lowe.

National Juvenile Justice Conference. B o s ­

ton: Sen. Jo s e p h s o n .

W o r k s h o p  o n  the Medical Indicators of Child 

A b u s e  a n d  Neglect: B l a n c h e  B r u n k .

M e e t i n g  of the National Association for the 

A d v a n c e m e n t  of Colored People, N o r t h w e s t  

Region: Peter Scales.

Parents Meeting. J u n e a u  Montessori School: 

Rep. U l mer.

A l a s k a  Federation of Natives Convention, 

Y o u t h  a n d  Elders' Conference: Governor's 

Interim C o m m i s s i o n  o n  Children a n d  Youth.

M e e t i n g  of the E m e r g e n c y  Medical Services 

Advisory Council: K a y leen Lowe.

M e e t i n g  of the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n :  

K a y l e e n  Lowe.

A l a s k a  Vocational E d u c a t i o n  Conference: 

B l a n c h e  B r u n k .

M e e t i n g  of the State B o a r d  of Education: 

B l a n c h e  B r u n k ,  A n n i e  Calkins, Reggie Joule. 

Rep. K o p o n e n .  Patty Meritt Niesje Steinkruger.

Visit to C o v e n a n t  H o u s e ,  N e w  York: Sen. 

J o s e p h s o n .

Public Hearing: Nels o n  Island a n d  S c a m m o n  

B a y  H i g h  Schools: Sen. Binkley. Clara Kelly, 

K a y l e e n  Lowe.

Presentation to the F a m i l y  L a w  Section, 

A l a s k a  B a r  Association: Niesje Steinkruger.

NOVEMBER:
C o n f e r e n c e  of the National Association of 

State Directors of Child D e v e l opment: M s .

Lare.

M e e t i n g  of the M a t a n u s k a  Valley Child 

Protection T e a m :  Shirley Covington.

M e e t i n g  of the A l a s k a  State School B o a r d s  

Association: J o h n  A n t o n n e n .  B l a n c h e  B r u n k .  

Peter Scales.

F a i r b a n k s  M a y o r’s T a s k  Force o n  Children
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a n d  Youth: Patty Meritt. Niesje Steinkruger.

M e e t i n g  of the State B o a r d  of Education: 

A n n i e  Calkins. Peter Scales. M s .  Lare, D i a n n e  

Olsen.

M e e t i n g  of the A l a s k a  Municipal League: 

Peter Scales.

A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  of the National Associa­

tion for the E d u c a t i o n  of Y o u n g  Children, 

Chicago: M s .  Lare, K ayleen Lowe.

A l a s k a  School Administrators Conference: 

J o h n  A n t o n n e n .

Siberian Medical R e s e a r c h  Conference: 

Ka y l e e n  Lowe.

T e e n  P r e g n a n c y  W o r k s h o p :  Rep. Collins, 

J u d y  Rich.

S e v e n t h  A n n u a l  Statewide Alcohol a n d  D r u g  

A b u s e  Prevention S y m p o s i u m :  Reggie Joule. 

K a y l e e n  L o we, J u d y  Rich.

Visit to the L ee Street Shelter: Sen. 

J o s e p h s o n .

Presentation of National Teacher's A w a r d s :  

Sen. J o s e p h s o n .

M e e t i n g  of S t a n d i n g  Together Against R a p e  

(STAR): Sen. J o s e p h s o n .

“Public Official in the C l a s s r o o m "  P r o gram: 

Sen. J o s e p h s o n ,  Rep. Ulmer.

Visit to L e k o t e k  T o y  L e n d i n g  Library. C o m -  

puplay, a n d  Pre-School M a i n s t r e a m e d  P r o­

gra m s .  Evanston. Illinois: K a y l e e n  Lowe.

Foster C a r e  Healings, D e p a r t m e n t  of Health 

a n d  Social Services: Kayleen Lowe.

Fairbanks Directors' Association: Patty 

Meritt.

Fairbanks Association for the E d u c a t i o n  of 

Y o u n g  Children: Patty Meritt.

Governor's Council o n  H a n d i c a p p e d  a n d  

Gifted: M s. Lare, K a y leen Lowe.

Postsecondary E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n :  Sen. 

J o s e p h s o n .

DECEMBER:
National F o r u m  for Y o u t h  At-Risk. W a s h i n g ­

ton. D.C.: J o h n  A n t o n n e n ,  Sen. J o s e p h s o n .

ON-GOING:
A l a s k a  T e e n  P r e g n a n c y  T a s k  Force: Peter 

Scales.

A n c h o r a g e  Association for the E d u c a t i o n  of 

Y o u n g  Children: M s .  Lare.

Child C a r e  C o n n e c t i o n  B o a r d  meetings: Ms. 

Lare.

A R C O  D e p e n d e n t  C a r e  T a s k  Force: M s .  Lare. 

T r i - D e p a r t m e n t  C o m m i t t e e :  B l a n c h e  B r u n k .  

A n n i e  Calkins. M s .  Lare.
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t’s time to s p e a k  out for children
by Sen. Johne l l in k le y  caC\t^
fo r  Ihe Tund ru  T im es l\]Q \J  \ 1 -  ^

J U N E A U  —  N o t long  ago I w ro te  
a co lu m n  about a stale re p o rt issued 
th is  sum m er e n tit le d , “ T h e  State o f  
A d o le sce n t H e a lth  in A la s k a . "  I can 
sum m arize  its find ings again here pre t­
ty  q u ic k ly : T o o  m any o f  o u r  c h ild re n  
are at r is k , threatened by a v a r ie ty  o f  
p e rils  ra n g in g  fro m  th e ir  o w n  abuse 
o f  substances, to  abuse at the hands o f  
the adults in  th e ir  l iv e s .____________

OPINION
W h ile  I w is h  I co u ld  te ll you  I have 

new  in fo rm a tio n  to c o n tra d ic t those 
unhappy fin d in g s , I d o n 't .  B u t I do 
take hope in  the fact tha t a new  g roup  
created by the Leg is la tu re  last yea r has 
the p o te n tia l to  p ro v id e  us the o p p o r­
tu n ity  to  take steps that e ve n tu a lly  
co u ld  change th is  s itua tion .

T h e  A la s k a  C o m m is s io n  on  
C h ild re n  and Y o u th , w h ic h  he ld  its 
f i r s t  o rg a n iz a tio n a l m e e tin g  last 
m on th , is an o u tg ro w th  o f  the G o v e r­
no r's  In te rim  C om m iss ion  on C h ild ren  
and Y ou th , w h ich  G ov. Steve C o w p e r 
convened in  1987.

I served w ith  that in te r im  c o m m is ­
s ion  as a m em ber o f  the Senate, and 
the repo rt w e  subm itted  to the g o v e r­
n o r and p u b lic  in  1988 conta ined 85 
p rim a ry  recom m endations we believed 
w o u ld  serve w e ll as an inves tm en t in 
the  fu tu re  o f  A la s k a ’ s c h ild re n .

O u r recom m enda tions  cove red  a 
w id e  v a r ie ty  o f  hea lth , sa fe ty  and

educa tion  issues, and o u r  last f in d in g  
was a s tro n g  recom m enda tion  to the 
L e g is la tu re  to crea te  a perm anent 
co m m iss io n .

D esp ite  the long  lis t o f  recom m en­
d a tions , w e a lso had to  acknow ledge  
there w ere m any serious issues a ffe c t­
in g  A la s k a 's  c h ild re n  and yo u n g  peo­
p le  that w e d id n ’ t have tim e  to even 
approach. P o ve rty , needed changes in 
the w e lfa re  system  and increasing  
yo u th  e m p lo ym e n t o p tio n s  w ere  ju s t 
pa rt o f  the lo n g  lis t o f  u n fin ished  
business.

W e  w e re  la te r to ld  o u r  in te rim  
g ro u p  rece ived  m ore  in p u t fro m  the 
pu b lic  than any other governm ent fact­
fin d in g  co m m iss io n  convened in o u r 
30 years o f  s tatehood. I be lieve  the 
o ve rw h e lm in g  num bers o f  people w ho  
w ro te  o r testified to us d u rin g  the com ­
m iss io n 's  b r ie f  l i fe  can be taken as a

sign that A laskans tru ly  are concerned 
about ou t c h ild re n  and w ant o u r state 
to do  a b e lte r jo b  ca rin g  fo r  them  and 
p re p a rin g  them  fo r  the fu tu re .

N o w  there is a fo rm a l co m m iss io n  
in  p lace , and I 'm  happy to  re p o rt that 
its  m em bers are h o p ing  fo r  and en ­
cou rag ing  the same leve l o f  p u b lic  in ­
p u t that w e in  the in te r im  com m iss ion  
rece ived . Readers can con tact C o m ­
m iss ion  D ire c to r  C a rla  T im p o n e  in 
Juneau at 4 6 5 -3 1 5 5 , o r  w r ite  the c o m ­
m iss ion  at B o x  A ,  Juneau 99801.

I s ince re ly  hope the p u b lic  responds 
because the issues these c o m m is ­
s ioners w i l l  be ta k in g  up at th e ir  up ­
com ing  qu a rte rly  m eetings deserve the 
fu lle s t co n s id e ra tio n  o f  A laskans. I t ’s 
especia lly im p o rta n t to hear fro m  ru ra l 
A laskans , because m any o f  the p ro ­
posals cons idered  by the co m m iss io n

w il l  s p e c if ic a lly  re la te  to  the needs o f  
ru ra l c h ild re n .

T h e  c o m m is s io n  m em bers  are 
charged w ith  deve lop ing  a com prehen­
s ive  s ta tew ide  p lan  fo r  se rv ices de­
signed to  b e n e fit c h ild re n  and you th  
and a lso  w i l l  serve as a c lea ringhouse  
fo r  in fo rm a tio n  about such serv ices. 
A n d  they even tua lly  w i l l  have perhaps 
an even la rg e r re sp o n s ib ility  in  s ilt in g  
as the boa rd  for, the C h ild re n ’ s T ru s t 
Fund . • '  v '

A lth o u g h  the trust fund  is designed 
to  m ake grants to  com m un ity -based  
o rgan iza tions  w ith  p rog ram s aim ed at 
b e n e fit lin g  yo u n g  peop le , the re  is no 
m oney in  the fund r ig h t now .

O nce the  L e g is la tu re  appropria tes 
m oney to  it  o r  o th e r m ethods o f  p ro ­
d uc ing  incom e fo r  the trus t fund are 
deve loped, the com m iss ione rs  w il l  be 
charged w ith  dec id ing  w hat p rogram s 
to su ppo rt w ith  the earn ings o f  the 
fund.

I be lieve  it 's  im p e ra tive  that we get 
some m oney in to  the fund  as soon as 
possib le . F o rty -n in e  states have such 
a fund, but A laska cu rren tly  is the only 
state to have one w ith  no m oney in it.

T he  f irs t  th in g  w e need to  do , as 
parents and c itizens concerned  about 
A la s k a ’ s yo u n g  peop le , is to  en ­
courage  the L e g is la tu re  and new 
g o ve rn o r to  support the com m iss ion  
and the C h ild re n ’s T ru s t F und .

A nd  then , i f  w e tru ly  b e lieve  that 
o ften -repea ted  saying  about c h ild re n  
being ou r greatest natural resource, we 
need to  m ake sure the com m iss ione rs  
hear fro m  as m any A laskans as possi­
ble about w ha t needs to be done lo  p ro ­
tect th is  m ost im p o rta n t asset.
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A W L : a d v o c a t in g  fo r  a n d  d ed ic a ted  to im p ro v in g  the e con om ic  a n d  leg a l s ta tu s 
o f  w o m e n  in  A la s k a .

K ID P A C : a d v o c a c y  o rg a n iz a t io n  fo cu r ng  on  the needs o f  y o u n g  c h ild re n .

B o th  o rg a n iz a t io n s  h a v e  req u e s te d  that I  com e b e fo re  y o u  to d a y  to u rg e  tha t y o u  
o p p o se  the p a ssag e  o f  E O  8 4  w h ich  w o u ld  e lim in a te  bo th  the A la s k a  W om en 's  
C o m m is s io n  a n d  the A la s k a  C om m is s io n  o n  C h i ld re n  an d  Y o u th  c re a tin g  in  th e ir 
s tead  an  e n t ity  o b s c u re ly  t it le d  the A la s k a  H u m a n  R e la t io n s  C om m is s io n .

The  A la s k a  W o m e n 's  C om m is s io n  w as c rea ted  b y  the le g is la tu re  in  1978 . D u r in g  
the f i r s t  13 y e a rs  o f  its ex is tance  the C om m is s io n  su c c e ss fu lly  m e t its m and a te  b y  
fo c u s in g  a tte n t io n  o n  issues o f  v ita l c on ce rn  to A la s k a n  w om en : h e a lth  care , d a y  
care , d om e s t ic  v io le n c e  an d  s e xu a l a ssau lt , e q u a l tre a tm en t a n d  o p p o r tu n ity  a n d  
p e rs o n a l f re e d o m .

A s an  e x am p le  o f  its w o rk  I  w o u ld  sha re  w ith  y o u  the g oa ls  set b y  the 
C om m is s io n  f o r  FY  92 . U n fo r tu n a te ly  these g oa ls  c o u ld  n o t be m e t w h en  fu n d in g  
fo r  the C o m m is s io n  w as  s la sh ed  b y  85%  in  tha t y e a r 's  o p e ra t in g  budg e t.

T h e  A la s k a  C om m is s io n  on  C h i ld re n  an d  Y o u th  w as c rea ted  m u ch  m o re  re c e n t ly  
in  re sp on se  to sta tistics sh ow in g  tha t in  som e  respec ts c h ild re n  in  o u r  state fa re d  
n o  b e tte r th a n  those  in  th ird  w o r ld  coun tries .

D u r in g  its b r ie f  li fe  this C om m is s io n , m ad e  u p  o f  con ce rn ed  m em be rs  o f  the 
p u b lic  a n d  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  sta te  agencies c h a rg ed  w ith  p ro v id in g  se rv ices to 
c h i ld re n  d id  m u c h  to en cou rag e  im p ro v em en ts  th a t d ire c t ly  a ffe c te d  the w e ll 
b e in g  o f  o u r  c h ild re n .

In  d ire c t re sp o n se  to the C om m is s io n 's  re c om m end a tio n s  c om m u n ity  based  
p ro g ram s  f o r  c h i ld re n  w h o  w e re  v ic tim s o f  fa m i ly  v io le n ce  in c reased .

T h e re  w as  re c o g n it io n  o f  the n eed  fo r  a d d it io n a l t ra in in g  fo r  a l l p ro fe s s io n a ls  
w h o  in te ra c t w ith  c h ild re n .

T he  w a it in g  lis t  f o r  H e a d  S ta rt dec reased .

A d d it io n a l fu n d in g  f o r  the C h i ld  C a re  G ra n t  P ro g ra m  a d d ed  8 8  n ew  ch ild  care 
fa c ilit ie s .

A d d it io n a l s o c ia l w o rk e rs  w e re  h ire d  a n d  m o re  N a t iv e  fo s te r  h om e s  w e re
re c ru ite d .



Parent education and support services were funded to improve parenting skills 
and prevent child abuse.

A  teenage p re n a ta l care p ro g ra m  w as d e s ig ned  to get p re g n an t teens an d  lo w  
in com e  w om e n  in to  the m ed ic a l care sy s tem  ea r ly .

R u n a w a y  y o u th  in  A n ch o rag e  rec ieved  n eed ed  se rv ices and  counse ling .

T h e  In fa n t  L e a rn in g  P ro g ra m  fo r  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  d isa b le d  c h ild re n  w as 
e xp an d ed  as w as the W o m e n  In fa n ts  a nd  C h i ld re n  S u p p lem en ta l F o o d  P ro g ra m .

Because o n e  in  fo u r  c h ild re n  in  A la s k a  has an  a lc o h o lic  p a re n t c ou n se lin g  
se rv ices w e re  p ro v id e d .

B u t ag a in  ju s t  as a state p la n  w as  d e v e lo p e d  and  im p ro v em en ts  began  to be seen  
fu n d in g  fo r  th is im p o rta n t  C om m is s io n  w as d ra s t ic a lly  re d u c ed  a nd  c om m iss ion  
m em be rs  w e re  d ism issed  f r o m  th e ir du ties .

T he  la c k  o f  exp e rtise  a n d  in te re s t in  the sta tu s o f c h ild re n  o f  the n ew  m em be rs  
becam e a p p a re n t  in  S ep tem be r 1991 w h en  w ith  o n ly  h a lf  o f  the C om m is s io n  
m em be rs  p re s e n t thejrf v o te d  them se lve s  o u t o f  ex istence. T jie n  they  o p en ed  the 
se ss ion  to p u b lic  c om m en t. E v e ry  sp eake r te s tify in g  f r o m  F a irb an k s , S itka , 
Ju n eau , K o d ia k  S o ld o tn a  an d  V a ld e z  o p p o se d  the ac tion  an d  w e re  a s to u n d ed  
tha t the v o te  h a d  been  taken  b e fo re  they h a d  a chance to say  so.

T h e  C h a ir  th en  a sked  fo r  d iscu ss ion  o f  le g is la t io n  con ce rn ing  c h ild re n  bu t the re  
w as n o t  a p eep  f r o m  the c om m iss ion e rs . A  c om m iss ion e r f in a l ly  d id  sp eak - to a 
m o t io n  fo r  a jo u m m en t .

The  need s o f  w om en  an d  c h ild re n  a re  d iffe re n t . A l l  m o th e rs  a re  w om en  b u t 
w om en 's  is su e s  go  b e y o n d  m o th e rh o o d .

W om en  m a k e  u p  4 6%  o f  A la sk a 's  la b o r  fo rc e  b u t th e ir a ve rag e  w ages a re  o n ly  
62%  o f  m en 's . T h e y  s t i l l e a rn  15%  less than  m en  in  the sam e occupa tion s . L a c k  o f  
ad equ a te  h e a lth  care , h ig h  ra te s  o f  se xu a l a s sau lt  and  d om estic  v io le n ce  a nd  
substance abu se  a re  a ll s u r v iv a l issues fo r  w om en  in  A la sk a .

These  C om m is s io n s  w h ich  h a v e  se rv ed  the p e o p le  o f  th is state w e ll h ave  been  
m ad e  im p o te n t  b y  la c k  o f  s u p p o r t  a n d  n o w  as a f in a l b lo w  it is the 
A d m in is t ra t io n 's  in te n t io n  to re fu se  to a ckn ow led g e  tha t w om en  and  c h ild re n  
h a v e  se p a ra te  n eed s  b y  h a v in g  th e ir in te rests com pete  f o r  the s e v e re ly  lim ite d  
fu n d s  m e rg e d  in to  som e th in g  th ey  w o u ld  c a ll a H u m a n  R e la t io n s  C om m is io n .

T he  la n g u a g e  o f  the s ta tu te  re fe rs  to w om en 's  issues a n d  ch ild ren 's  issues b u t f o r  
som e  re a so n  w om en  an d  c h ild re n  a re  n o t m en tio n ed  in  the title  o f  this n ew  
C om m is s io n . W e  take excep tio n  to tha t fact.



T h e re  a re  o th e r  p ro b le m s  a ttend en t to this m e rg e r w h ich  re la te  to the 
a d m in is t ra t io n  o f  the C h i ld re n 's  T ru s t F u n d  re fe ren c ed  in  sections 1 th ro u g h  5  o f  
the E xecu tiv e  O rd e r . T h e  T ru s t F u n d  exists in  the D e p a rtm en t o f  R e v en u e  a n d  is 
in te n d ed  to fu n d  c om m u n ity  b a sed  p ro g ram s  to p re v en t c h ild  abuse.

I t  w as the le g is la tu re 's  in ten t tha t the C om m is s io n  on  C h i ld re n  a n d  Y o u th  w o u ld  
se rv e  as the b o a rd  o f  the F u n d  as lo n g  as it ex is ted . W h en  the C om m is s io n  on  
C h i ld re n  a n d  Y o u th  ceased to ex ist the T ru s t F u n d  B oa rd  w o u ld  be re -e s tab lish ed  
as an  in d e p e n d e n t  b o a rd . I t  w a s  n e v e r in te n d ed  that a H u m a n  R e la t io n s  
C o m m is io n  w o u ld  be the a d m in is t ra to r  o f  the  fu n d  m uch  less h a ve  access to the 
p r in c ip le  o f  the fu n d .

B u t these c on c e rn s  a re  m o o t  since the le g is la tu re  does n o t h av e  the a b i li ty  to 
am en d  a n  e x e cu t iv e  o rd e r . T he  o n ly  a venue  o p e n  is to in tro d u c e  a re s o lu t io n  to 
d is a p p ro v e  the o rd e r  a n d  b r in g  it  to the f lo o r  f o r  a v o te  a n d  th is the A la s k a  
W om en 's  L o b b y  a n d  K ID P A C  re sp e c t fu lly  u rg e  y o u  to do .
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^  L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R

The Alaska W o m e n ’s Commission is pleased to present its 1991 annual report, 
summarizing the Commission’s projects and accomplishments for the calendar year.

The Commission has made significant progress towards its goal of helping and 
enabling w o m e n  in Alaska to support and further themselves. In response to budget 
reductions, the Commission has emphasized important, positive programs such.as the 
Alaska Womensfund for W o m e n  in Business and Sexual Abuse Seminar to educate 
and advise Alaskan women.

Many publications have been made available, including Women's Guide to 
Public Assistance. Teen Pregnancy, and Parents' Guide to Advocating for Children in 
Alaska’s Public Schools.

This Commission has championed causes important to the dignity and 
furtherance of w o m e n  in Alaska, enhancing their ability to make informed decisions 
and positive contributions that affect the quality of life of all Alaskans.

W e  wish to especially recognize and thank Mary McClinton for her active role 
and guidance during the formative stages of this newly constituted Commission. W e  
also wish to thank Faye Hilslinger, who served the Commission so well, and to extend 
to her our prayers for a full and speedy recovery.

Since, ely,

Barbara Tyndall 
Chair



□  L E T T E R  F R O M  P R O J E C T  D I R E C T O R

January 1, 1992

Over this calendar year many people, w o m e n’s groups, and agencies have 
given of themselves in volunteering time and resources to assist the Commission. 
Through the efforts of all of these volunteers we have made progress in w o m e n’s 
issues, in the State of Alaska. W e  have addressed the needs of pregnant teens, 
school children, w o m e n  on public assistance, w o m e n  in business, w o m e n  who are 
sexually abused, and many others. W e  have provided a safe environment for w o m e n  
to come and share with us about their financial struggles, family problems, and other 
personal issues of importance to them.

Research, seminars, publications, referrals, and public education are just small 
milestones compared to the work which need to be done! W o m e n  still suffer 
economically compared with men, still suffer from sexual harassment, sexual abuse, 
inequity in education, poverty as a result of divorce, and a lack of health services 

geared to women.

This year we are working on economic development planning through an 
entrepreneurial framework as well as development of a loan fund which allows w o m e n  

access to capital.

The Alaska W o m e n ’s Commission still continues to be a voice for w o m e n  in 
Alaska, and wishes to continue being so until the inequities which exist in our society 

are diminished.

Sincerely,

Carol Mikos 
Staff



□  W O M E N  I N  B U S I N E S S
C O N F E R E N C E

On  April 20, 1991, 75 w o m e n  attended Women In Business, a conference for 
existing and potential business women, sponsored by the W o m e n’s Commission and 
the University of Alaska Small Business Development Center. The steering Committee 
for the conference identified business start-ups and expansion as the two chief topics 
to be addressed at the conference. The following presentations were given at the 

conference:

* Market Analysis: Pricing: Customer Base: H o w  to find information

* Developing a Business Plan

* Financing: Getting Money from a Bank

* W o m e n  in the N e w  Economy: Marketing Your Business

* Risk Management: Record Keeping : Planning for Growth

* Networking and Resources

The conference participants had three opportunities to ask professionals about their 
current business and future business plans. They talked about what was good and 
what was hard for them being a business owner or business professionals.
Information made available to the business conference attendees covered ten 
agencies and multiple other resources in Alaska to help equip and enable w o m e n  to 
become strong business owners.



W Q M E N S F U N D :  L O A N  P R O G R A M  
A N D  B U S I N E S S  S U P P O R T  S Y S T E M .

The Alaska W o m e n ’s Commission began Womensfund, a non-profit 

organization in August of 1991.

The purpose of Womensfund is to provide motivated individuals, primarily 
w o m e n  business owners, with access to capital. Simultaneously Womensfund 
provides the community with a model for bridging the gap between traditional 
financing avenues and the non-traditional borrower.

Womensfund will help clients in many ways:

* To graduate a client to. other forms of financing by using the initial
Womensfund to establish the feasibility of a product or services.

* To help them establish a good credit history.

* To provide for them strategic planning assistance to grow the
business to an expansion phase.

* To teach the basic skills of business ownership through
technical assistance from the Womensfund Staff.

Womensfund will fill the lending "gap" in the financial community by providing 
innovative methods of financing for start-up businesses and high risk clients.

To meet client eligibility requirements for Womensfund, the business must be 
owned and primarily controlled by women. The business must be able to 
demonstrate:

(a) the need for financing
(b) a method of repayment
(c) be ineligible for financing from a traditional lender.
(d) its willingness to maintain a relationship wrh the
Womensfund staff and its Business Developn ,nt Team.



Womensfund was given a great deal of input from Kathryn Keeley, an 
internationally known economic developmental specialist in the area of w o m e n  owned 
business. Ms. Keeley spent the entire month of August traveling Alaska, meeting with 
agency providers, and potential w o m e n  entrepreneurs, and existing business owners. 
It was through her expertise and generous donation of time to the Commission that 
we were able to create a program that uniquely fit our economy and cultures.

If you would like more information on Womensfund, Inc. you may call the 

Commission offices.



«  C O M M I S S I O N  P R O D U C E S  S T U D Y  O N  
T E E N  P R E G N A N C Y  P R O B L E M

In August the Commission produced a study on why- young w o m e n  in Alaska 
have such a high teen pregnancy rate titled YounQ W o m e n  in Alaska Speak Out about 
Teen Pregnancy, the report is based on interviews with 78 pregnant teenage women.

Currently, Alaska has the second highest teen pregnancy rate among the 50 
states. This rate is two and one half times the national average.

This study is unique in that it focuses on the thoughts and feelings of young 
w o m e n  who have gone through the experience of being a pregnant teenager.
Through their candid and thoughtful comments, we get a belter understanding of the 
immense emotional and financial burdens they carry in their financial and educational 

struggle

The study identified the following as the major causes of teen pregnancy:

* The unmet needs for safety, sell esteem, a sense of belonging, 
and a sense of life options experienced by most of the young 
people involved a. id

* the impact of discrimination and stereo typing (due to gender, 
class, race, and age) ori these teens.

The report includes messages from pregnant and parenting teens to other 
teens and to adults, as well as conversations with young m e n  about teen pregnancy.
If you would like a copy of Young W o m e n  In Alaska Speak Out About Teen Pregnancy 
contact the Commission.



0  S E X U A L  A B U S E  S E M I N A R

On  November 23, approximately 70 people attended the Alaska Women's 
Commission Sexual Abuse Seminar, co-sponsored by UAA Center for W o m e n  and 
Men.

The seminar focused on assisting counselors and therapists and helping 
w o m e n  overcome the trauma of sexual abuse.

Presentations covered a range of topics, individual recovery, homicide, and 
sexual abuse, teen sexual abuse, and the grief and grieving. Counselors listened, 
learned, and contributed as Dr. Edith Egar P.H.D. schooled them in her unique and 
effective approach to sexual abuse counselin ,.

Dr. Eger, a survivor of WWII Nazi concentration camps, shared her personal 
experience interwoven with professional expertise to make a most effective 
presentation.

Dr. Eger, worked with w o m e n  as they listened, learned, contributed, cried, and 
laughed while they healed themselves and each other.

W o m e n  from other sexual abuse agencies in Anchorage who are known for 
their work in this field also made presentations.

Both verbal and written seminar evaluations were extremely Dositive. Many 
w o m e n  stated that "sharing their story" was the most useful to them. Many also said 
they acquired a new perspective or understanding.

One of the significant issues that emerged in the course of the seminar was 
survival. H o w  people can work through horrible situations where there is a great deal 
of pain and still emerge without the painful ordeal affecting them negatively for the rest 
of their lives. As a group, the attendees discussed these issues toward the close of 
the seminar, and it was clear that w o m e n  who are abused need support and 
assistance in recovery if they are to continue to work toward healing the pain of sexual 
rbuse.



^  C O M M I S S I O N  P U B L I S H E S  
D I R E C T O R Y  O F  F U N D I N G  S O U R C E S

In cooperation with the Interior Alaska Economic Development Council, the 
Alaska W o m e n ’s Commission produced the Direclorv of Funding Sources & Technical 
Assistance for Alaska Entrepreneurs and Artists.

The directory outlines funding sources availability on a state-wide basis as well 
as technical assistance agencies who's services are geared lo business ownership.

The manual is constructed in such a way that it can be updated periodically 
with relative ease.

It’s purpose is to educate potential and existing entrepreneurs and artists of the 
grants, loans, and technical assistance opportunities which exist in Alaska.

ii— ii
m  P A R E N T S ’ G U I D E  T O  A D V O C A T I N G  
F O R  C H I L D R E N  I N  A L A S K A ’ S  S C H O O L S

The Women's Commission published the guide in June of this year. This guide is 
intended to help parents who have specific questions and to provide general 
information on advocating for children in the schools.

Glenne Ralls, project manager for the Commission, says "The guide covers a wide 
range of issues from helping with homework to suspected child abuse. It includes 
perspectives from urban and Bush parents and professionals."

Advocacy is especially important for certain children. Parents and professionals 
discuss h ow to handle children in trouble or children with special needs.

Cultural issues are address in the guide as well as an effective communication model 
giving parents tips on how to navigate the system of public education.

Filially, the Resource Guide offers statewide agencies and organizations and hot line 

numbers for parents and children.

Any interested in receiving a copy of The Parents’ Guide to Advocating for Children in 
Alaska’s Schools should contact the Commission offices.



«  C O M M I S S I O N  B E G I N S  W O R K  O N

L E A D E R S H I P  I N  S O B R I E T Y  
C O N F E R E N C E

The Alaska W o m e n ’s Commission and State of Alaska Department of Health 
and H u m a n  Services are co-sponsoring a Leadership in Sobriety Conference for Rural 
W o m e n  in March of 1992. Planning meetings have been held in the Anchorage 
W o m e n ’s Commission offices for several months. The W o m e n ’s Commission initiated 
these meetings to gather information and to help direct the course of the conference.

Most of the people who attended the planning meetings were service providers 
or w o m e n  who have had a long standing history of involvement and interest in the 
sobriety movement. There have been a total of 16 participants from around the state 
providing input in the conf^ence agenda. These meetings provide an opportunity for 
sobriety leaders to share ideas and make recommendations for agenda changes and 
follow-up programs.

Leadership In Sobriety II: A  Substance Abuse Conference for Rural W o m e n  will 
be held March 10, 11, and 12 at the Meier Lake Conference Center near Wasilla. 
Speakers Phyllis Chelsea and Dr. Edith Eger P.H.D. will be keynoting the Conference.

If you would like information covering the upcoming Conference, please contact 

our office.



□  A L A S K A  W O M E N ’ S  H A L L  O F  F A M E

I N D U C T  T H R E E  W O M E N

Approximately 250 people attended the Commission’s reception in honor of 
Arne Beltz, Lucille Fry, and Lillie Hope McGarvey. These w o m e n  were inducted to 
honor them as w o m e n  who have made contributions to Alaska and provided role 
models for tomorrow’s leaders.

In 1991, the Commission selected 3 people to be inducted in the Women's Hall 
of fame instead of only one, sighting the fact that Alaska has some "catching up" to do 
in honoring women.

The W o m e n ’s Hall of Fame was established by Governor Cowper in 1988 to 
honor women.

A reception in honor of the new inductees was held in March in conjunction 
with W o m e n ’s History Month.

□  W O M E N ’ S  G U ’ D E  T O  P U B L I C  

A S S I S T A N C E

In November the W o m e n’s Commission produced a report A Women's Guide 
to Public Assistance, which received wide circulation. The booklet is designed to be 
self-help. It tells certain basic information and answers some questions about public 
assistance (welfare) programs. Because many people are embarrassed about 
needing help from welfare programs, they do not ask enough questions. This booklet 
is designed to help answer question many people may be afraid to ask. It gives 
people the information they need to make assistance work for them.
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WALTER J HICKEL 
GOVERNOR

St a t e o f  A la ska

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
ALASKA COMMISSION ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Febaiary 4,1991

On behalf of Ihe members of the Alaska Commission on Children and Youth, 1 am 
pleased to present its first Annual Report.

In accordance with statutory mandates, the Commission has begun development of a 
comprehensive, statewide plan of services for children and families including an over­
view of services, methods of evaluating programs, and suggestions for delivering 
services in a more cost-effective and efficient manner. In designing this plan, the 
Commission will incorporate written and oral testimony from young people and adults 
from all areas of Alas'..).

It has been a privilege to work with and for. Alaska's children and their families over the 
past seven months. We look forward to continuing this important work on their behalf.

Sincerely,

VfljfW'J.hu/idtons
Valerie J. Davidson 
Chair

Alaska Commission on Children and Youth
Pub lic  Members

Va le r ie  D av idson , chair, Juneau 
Fred A li , Anchorage.

(former chair, resigned 1/1/91) 
Thomas Brock, Aniak 
Patty Meritt , Fairbanks 
Christina Reagle, /uneau 
Victoria Lynn Shaver, Anchorage 
Blanche B runk  White , Bethel 

Department Representatives 
Scott Dav is , Fairbanks 
Steve Ho le , fnneau 
Barb ra Malch ick , Anchorage 
Sa l ly  Mead, Anchorage 

(resigned 12/12/90)
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History of the Alaska Commission on Children and Youth
in FY90, the momentum to fully meet the needs of Alaska's chil­
dren slackened. In the haste of the last days of the 1989 Legisla­
tive Session, a permanent Children's Commission was not estab­
lished and Alaskans temporarily lost their forum for continuing 
the progress of meeting Alaska's children's needs.

With the expiration of the Interim Commission, there was no 
statewide forum for Alaskans to voice their many concerns about 
children and youth. In response to this need, Governor Cowper 
created the Governor's Task Force on Youth with Federal Anti- 
Drug funding. The Task Force would serve until June 30, 1990 
and was charged with developing a plan to combat youth sub­
stance abuse.

The extensive public testimony the Task Force heard reiterated 
the need for many of the Interim Commission's recommenda­
tions which had not been funded or were under-funded. The 
Task Force's report, Blueprint fo r Change: Preventing Youth 
Substance Abuse, agrees with the Interim Commission's conclu­
sion that increased funding for programs and services for chil­
dren, youth, and families is a necessary, cost-effective investment 
in Alaska's future. However, both reports stress that increased 
funding is only one component in what must be a comprehensive 
public and private statewide effort.

In 1987, Governor Steve Cowper and members of the Fifteenth 
Alaska Legislature's Children's Caucus recognized the need lo 
place children higher on Alaska's public policy agenda. Governor 
Cowper created the Governor's Interim Commission on Children 
and Youth (G1CCY) and charged the Interim Commission with 
two tasks: develop plans for a first class child care system for 
working parents and make recommendations to improve the 
economic status of young Alaskans.

After an intensive six month preparation, the Interim 
Commission's report, Our Greatest N atural Resource: Investing 
in the Future o f Alaska's Children, was released in January, 1988. 
It contained 85 recommendations on a wide variety of children 
and youth issues. The Governor's Children's Funding Package 
was introduced early in the legislative session and, despitean eco­
nomic downturn, Alaska invest’d more than $10 million in new 
funds for children for FY89.

The term of the Interim Commission extended through June, 
1989. In their second report, The Unfinished Agenda: Caring fo r 
Alaska's Children, the Interim Commission recommended 
changes in areas they were unable to fully develop in their first 
report. Although the funding initiated for FY89 was maintained
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Legislators, children's advocates, and Interim Commission members watch Governor Cowper sign HB 66, establishing 
the Alaska Commission on Children and Youth.

During the opening days of the 1990 Alaska Legislature, the bill establishing the Alaska Commission on Children and 
Youth passed. With a "sunset" review in 1993, the Commission is mandated to develop a comprehensive statewide plan 
that assesses the needs and recommends improvements in services for children and youth, among other duties. 1 he first 
meeting of the Commission was held August 30,1990.

There is much work to be done. Children's needs cannot be adequately addressed through intermittent efforts. This 
Commission will play a critical role as an advocate and statewide planning center for children and youth. It will ensure 
an ongoing awareness that the well-being of our children and youth must be high on Alaska's public policy and funding 
agendas.



The Alaska Children's Trust Fund was created in 1988 in response to 
the need for a new, protected source of revenue for community-based 
child abuse and neglect prevention programs. The A1 iska Commis­
sion on Children and Youth serves as the Board of Directors for the 
Children's Trust Fund and the Commissioner of Revenue acts as 
Treasurer.

Alaska ranks 4th in the nation in the number of reports of child abuse 
and neglect. Child abuse and neglect are serious problems, but they 
can be prevented. The Children's Trust Fund will enable Alaska's 
child abuse and neglect prevention efforts to expand without jeapord- 
izing state funding for equally essential treatment services for children 
who have already suffered from child abuse.

The Alaska Children's Trust Fund is a "separate endowment trust 
fund of the state." T wo sources of revenue may be utilized to build the 
principal of the fund: legislative appropriations and donations of cash 
or other assets. The principal will remain in the fund while the net 
income is distributed in grants to local child abuse and neglect 
prevention efforts throughout Alaska. Although 49 states have 
established Children's Trust Funds, Alaska is the only state that has 
not appropriated any monies to its Fund.

During the 1990 Legislative Session, a bill creating "suitable for dis­
play" birth certificates was passed. Revenue from these new Alaska 
Heritage Birth Certificates may be deposited into the principal of the 
Fund, if directed by the Legislature. Although not intended to be the 
backbone of the Children's Trust Fund, it is hoped the revenue will 
provide a steady contribution to the Fund's principal.

Alaska Children's Trust Fund

The first priority of the Board of Directors of the Alaska Children's 
Trust Fund is to establish a significant amount of principal in the Fund 
through legislative appropriations and donations from individuals 
and corporations.

In 1988, Children's Trust Funds in 43 states distributed a total of $21 
million to community-based prevention efforts. When adequately 
capitalized, the Alaska Children's Trust Fund will significantly return 
the investment and prevent suffering in the lives of thousands of 
Alaskan children.

Publications from the Alaska Commission on Children and Youth:
R l f in n r in t  f n r  C l m n U P !
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Publications from the Alaska Commission on Children and Youth:

Our Greatest 
Natura l Resource

Investing in 
the Future of 

Alaska's Children

Our Greatest Natural Resource:
Investing in the Future of Alaska's Children 
(1988)
This publication is the result of an intensive 
effort by the Governor's Interim Commission 
on Children and Youth to respond to Gover- 
norCowperand the 15th Alaska Legislature's 
Children's Caucus' charge to develop a plan 
for a first class child care system for working 
parents and to make recommendations to 
improve the economic status of young Alas­
kans. The 85 recommendations cover a wide 
variety of issues including parenting educa­
tion, child care, pre-natal care, teen suicide, 
substance abuse, teen pregnancy, dropouts, 
school counseling, and runaways.

The Unfinished Agenda:
Caring for Alaska's Children (1989)

This is the report of the second year's work of 
the Coventor's Interim Commission on Chil­
dren and Youth. It addresses issues the In­
terim Commission was not able to address in 
Our Greatest Natural Resource. Of particular 
interest is the 14 page chart in the Progress 
Summary detailing the Status of Funding 
and Accomplishments of the Interim 
Commission's Recommendations for FY89 
and FY90.

Blueprint for Change:
Preventing Youth Substance Abuse (1990)
This report "lays out what has to be done by 
all Alaskans if we want lo solve the problem 
of youth substance abuse." Created from the 
public testimony of Alaskan students, par­
ents, teachers, service providers and busi­
ness leaders, and extensive research on Alas­
kan substance abuse and related youth is­
sues, this report provides practical recom­
mendations for coordinated youth substance 
abuse prevention efforts in Alaska. Pub­
lished by the Governor's Task Force on 
Youth (1990).

One Nation Under Age (1990)

Published by Alaska Youth and Parent Foun­
dation (5th edition, 1990) with financial assis­
tance from the Governor's Task Force on 
Youth. This handbook is designed lo pro­
vide young Alaskans (under 18 years) with 
information about their rights, responsibili­
ties, and protection under current Alaskan 
laws. Also included in this edition are sec­
tions on the rights and responsibilities of 
parents, school policies, discrimination, pro­
tections from abuse, juvenile justice in rural 
Alaska, and a directory of helping agencies 
across the state.



Alaska Commission on 
Children and Youth 
Statutory Mandates 

The commission shall develop a 

comprehensive statewide plan
that identifies the needs of chil­
dren and youth a nd makes rec­
ommenda tio ns to e n h a n c e  
their quality of life.

The commission shall actively 
solicit advice a n d  information 
from children a n d  youth of all
agesand socioeconomic back­

grounds, parents, a n d  service 

providers w h e n  formulating 

strategies.

The commission shall prepare 
and publish an annual report on

the status of children in the slate.

The commisssion shall serve as 
the Board of Directors for the

Alaska Children's Trust Fund.

(AS 44.19.521-529)

Goals and Accomplishments
Members of the Alaska Commission on Children and Youlb bave begun to 
carry out the mandates of both the Commission and the Alaska Children's Trust 
Fund. Standing committees on Budget and Finance, Legislation, and Planning 
and Evaluation have been organized. Tbe Commission has produced annual 
reports on both tbe Commission and the Alaskr Children's Trust Fund. Tbe 
office in Juneau serves as a clearinghouse for information on services and 
programs for children throughout tbe state and in the lower 48.

Among tbe first priorities of the Commission, included in its responsibilities as 
the Board of the Alaska Children's Trust Fund, is to establish a significant 
amount of capital in tbe Fund through legislative appropriations and gifts from 
individuals and corporations, Other priorities are to begin tbe development of 
tbe comprehensive statewide plan on children's services (to be published in 
1993) and to insure that tbe Commission is adequately funded in FY92 to carry 
out the mandates and many duties assigned to it by statute (AS 44.19.521-529 
and AS 37.14.200-270).

The goal of tbe Alaska Commission on Children and Youth is to improve tbe 
quality of life for young Alaskans by assessing children's needs statewide and 
advocating for changes to better meet those needs. As members work to 
capitalize tbe Children's Trust Fund, they look forward to tbe eventual distri­
bution of grants for local prevention efforts, so more Alaskan children will grow 
up without suffering from tbe effects of child abuse.



Goals • Public Outreach ‘ Members
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Commission members will facilitate and participate in statewide public 
discussions on a wide variety of children and youth issues. Public testi­
mony will be critical in the development of the comprehensive statewide 
plan to be published in 1993.

To enhance the role of the Commission as a clearinghouse for information 
and as an advocate tor children's needs, Commission members act as 
liaisons to statewide organizations with interests in children and youth 
issues. Individual members also represent the Commission at statewide 
conferences and conventions, and in local presentations throughout the 
state.

All regular meetings of the Commission include two hours of public testi­
mony. Special efforts are made to invite young people, as well as adults, 
to testify so all age groups and areas of the state are well represented. The 
role of the Commission as a public forum and advocate for Alaskans' 
concerns about children and youth will be invaluable to government 
agencies, public and private organizations, concerned adults, and young 
Alaskans.

Public Outreach

Alaska Commission on Children and Youth
Post Office Box A
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0101
907-465-3155
907-463-3454 (FAX)

Executive Director: Carla Timpone 
Research Analyst: Maureen Conerton

The Commission's Youlli Representative, Victoria 
Shaver, represents the Commission at youth conferences 
throughout the stale.



lembersoi the"Alaska"rommission on Children and Youth
V a le r ie  D a v id s o n , C h a ir , P u b lic  
M e m b e r  A  Y u p 'ik  E sk im o  b o rn  in  
Bethel, V a le r ic  was a le g is la tiv e  a ide  
on  E d u ca tio n  and Y o u th  Issues fo r 
S enator B in k le y . In  1988 she rece ived  
the A laska  F e de ra tion  o f  N a tiv e s ' 
R o g e r L a n g  Y o u th  L e a d e rs h ip  
A w a rd . V a le r ic  is a fu l l- t im e  s tu d e n t 
a t U A S  s tu d y in g  E a rly  C h ild h o o d  
E d u ca tio n . O ne o f  h e r m a n y  concerns 
is the need fo r  "c o m m u n ity  h e lp e rs " 
to  assist y o u th  in  accessing c o m m u ­
n ity  resources.

T red  A l i ,  P u b lic  M e m b e r (Former 
Chair, resigned 111/91) Fred w as the 
E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r  o f  C o v e n a n t 
H ouse  in  A nch o ra g e  w h ic h  p ro v id e s  
sh e lte r fo r  ru n a w a y  and  hom eless 
y o u th s . H e  re s ig n e d  fro m  the 
C o m m is s io n  w hen  he accepted a job  
w ith  C o ve n an t H ouse  in  Los A nge les. 
In  F red 's  experience , m a n y  o f  the 
p ro b le m s  y o u n g  p eop le  face are the 
resu lt o f a lack  o f p re - and  pos t-na ta l 
care.

T h o m a s  R. B ro c k , P u b lic  M e m b e r 
D u r in g  the  past tw e lv e  years  T o m  has 
ta u g h t e le m e n ta ry  an d  h ig h  school in  
A n ia k , he has becom e fa m il ia r  w ith  
m a n y  o f the  p ro b le m s  fac ing  ru ra l 
A la ska n  c h ild re n  and  th e ir  fam ilie s . 
H e  is esp e c ia lly  concerned w ith  the 
p ro b le m s  o f F A S /F A E  c h ild re n , the 
h ig h  ra le  o f s u ic id e  a m o n g  A laskan  
y o u th , and  ru ra l fos te r care p lace­
m en t.

P a tty  M e r it t ,  M .A .T .,  P u b lic  M e m ­
b e r T h e  C h a ir  o f the C o v e m o r 's  In ­
te r im  C o m m is s io n  o n  C h ild re n  and  
Y o u th  ('89), P a tty  is a  c e rtif ie d  teacher 
w ith  a specia l in te re s t in  e a rly  c h i ld ­
hood  and  c h ild  care issues. She is 
E xe cu tive  D ire c to r o f  P lay  n ' Learn  
C h ild  C are  C en te rs  in  Fa irbanks  and 
an  a c tive  m e m b e r o f  the  N a tio n a l 
A sso c ia tio n  fo r  the  E d u ca tio n  o f 
Y o u n g  C h ild re n  and  K ID P A C . P a tty  
be lieves  the  e a r ly  years  are the  m ost 
c r it ic a l in  c h ild re n 's  d e ve lo p m e n t 
and  s h o u ld  be s u p p o rte d  acco rd - 
in g ly .

C h r is t in a  R eng ie , M .E D ., P u b lic  
M e m b e r C h ris t in a  has been a ce rti- 
lie d  teacher fo r  29 years  and  has 
ta u g h t s tu d e n ts  fro m  preschoo l to 
co llege  leve ls. She has been a tra in e r 
in  the  fie ld  o f a lco h o l and  d ru g  abuse 
p re v e n tio n  fo r  the past 5 years and  is 
c u rre n tly  an E d u ca tio n  S pecia lis t 
w ith  S outheast R eg iona l Resource 
C e n te r in  Juneau.

V ic to r ia  L y n n  S have r, Y o u th  R e p re ­
se n ta tiv e  A lth o u g h  she is the y o u n g ­
est m e m b e r o f the C o m m is s io n , V ic ­
to r ia  has been in v o lv e d  in  a v a r ie ty  o f  
s ta te w id e  a c tiv it ie s , in c lu d in g  the 
G o v e rn o r 's  S tu d e n t H e a lth  and  
Safety C onferences. C u rre n t ly  a t­
te n d in g  U A A  as a freshm an , she is 
also a Teen T ra in e r  w ith  the A laska  
C o u n c il on  P re ve n tio n  o f A lc o h o l and 
D ru g  A buse  and  a S tuden t L ia ison  
w ith  A laska  S tuden ts  T a k in g  a N e w  
D ire c tio n  (A .S .T .A .N .D .) a s ta te w id e  
y o u th  c o a lit io n .

B la n ch e  B ru n k  W h ite ,  R .N ., M .P .H ., 
P u b lic  M e m b e r  N o w  l iv in g  in  Be­
th e l, B lanche  is  a fo rm e r m em ber o f 
the  G o v e rn o r 's  In te r im  C om m iss ion  
o n  C h ild re n  a n d  Y o u th  and the 
G o v e rn o r 's  Task  Force on  Y o u th , as 
w e l l  as  a fo r m e r  D e p u ty  
C o m m is io n e r o f  H e a lth  and Social 
Services. S hebe lieves  he a lth  care and 
socia l se rv ice  p ro g ra m s  m us t becom e 
m o re  re sp o n s ive  to  th e ir  c lie n ts  by 
ta i lo r in g  th e ir  se rv ices to f i t  the needs 
o f in d iv id u a ls ,  fa m ilie s , and  c o m m u ­
n itie s  th ro u g h o u t ru ra l and u rban  
A laska .

S co tt D a v is , D e p a rtm e n t o f L a w  A  
fo rm e r m e m b e r o f  the G o ve rn o r's  
Task Force on Y o u th , Scott has years 
o f expe rience  d e a lin g  w ith  ch ild re n  
and  y o u th  in  the lega l system . O ne  o f 
the p ro b le m s  he hasencoun te red  isa n  
in s u ff ic ie n t n u m b e r r .  tre a tm e n t/ 
d is p o s it io n a l a lte rn a tive s  ava ilab le  
fo r  y o u th , re s u lt in g  in  y o u n g  peop le  
fa l l in g  th ro u g h  the  cracks. H e  w o u ld  
lik e  to se c c o m m u n itie s c s ta b lis h  local 
c h ild re n 's  a d v is o ry  boa rds  to address 
the sp e c ific  needs o f c h ild re n  and 
y o u th  in  th e ir  c o m m u n ity .

S te v e  H o le ,  D e p a r tm e n t  
E d u ca tio n  A s  A c tin g  C om m iss io i 
o f  the D e p a rtm e n t o f  Educatii 
Steve w il l  be w o rk in g  w ith  both I 
C o m m iss io n  on  C h ild re n  and Yoi 
and the State B oard o f  E ducatii 
W hen he began w o rk in g  fo r  the f 
p a rtm c n t 17 years ago, schools w i 
c o m m itte d  o n ly  to m e e tin g  s tudci 
educa tiona l needs. T o d a y , scho> 
are in v o lv e d  in  add re ss in g  no t oi 
s tuden ts ' edu ca tio n a l needs - 1 
th e ir socia l, m ed ica l, and  cm o tio i 
needs as w e ll,

B arbara M a lc h ic k , O ff ic e  o f  Pub 
A dvo ca cy  As D e p u ty  P ub lic  A d \ 
cate in  A nchorage , Barbara is fi. m il 
w ith  C h ild  in  N eed o f A id  ca: 
th ro u g h  her w o rk  as a G A L  (guard i 
ad lite m ), as su p e rv is o r o f the C.A 
th ro u g h o u t A laska , and  as overst 
o f the v o lu n te e r G A L  p ro g ra m . S 
be lieves that c o m m u n itie s  need lo 
encouraged to d e ve lo p  p rog ram s tl 
address the trea tm en t needs o f cl 
d rc n a n d  fam ilie s  " in  the  system ," 
w e ll as p rog ram s to  p reven t ch 
abuse and neglect.

S a lly  M e a d , O ff ic e  o f  P reven ti
(resigned, 72/72/90) A m o n g  nia 
o th e r career accom p lishm en ts , Sn 
e s ta b lis h e d  N o r th  P a c if ic  R 
C o rp o ra tio n 's  F a m ily  and  C h ild re  
Services P rogram  and acted as S| 
cia l A ssis tan t to the C om m isss io i 
o f H ea lth  and Socia l Services, 
fo rm e r D ire c to r o f  the O ffice  o f  P 
ve n tion , one o f he r d u tie s  was 
oversee the f irs t s ta te w id e  su rvey  
e x is t in g  p re v e n t io n  services 
A laska.




