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FISCAL NOTE

of Alaska BILL NO. SB 70

Legislative Session

Title: An Act establishing a Department Affected: Education
loan guarantee and interest rate 3RU: Vocational Education
subsidy program for Assistive Component: Assistive Technology

Technology.

Sponsor: Senator Duncan
Requestor: Senator Duncan

The Assistive Technology of Alaska (ATA) Advisory Board has
recommended to the division that we investigate using federal funds
generated through the ATA project to fund the Technology Loan Fund.
With this direction we have proposed to the federal funding agency
a plan to fund the loan program by using federal receipts instead

of state capital or general funds.

If approved ATA"s fourth year grant includes a plan by which grant
funds can be used to establish the loan fund. This would provide
seed money to establish the loan fund. |If this bill becomes law,
the division can, by July 30, provide approximately 100.0 for this
purpose. It is our understanding that this amount®™ of money can be
leveraged into as much as 750.0 as a guarantee and interest buy
down depending on how the banking industry recommends the loans be
set-up. This legislation forms a partnership between private
industry and government to meet the needs of Alaskans with

disabilities.
No additional staff cost.

Initial funding 100.0 from federal receipts, one year
capitalization only.






Page 3, lines 2-3:

puerlgtgzr ifthere is less than $200,000 in the assistive technology loan guarantee

This language would mean that only amounts ov%r $200,000 could be %sed. {0
ﬁ]uahra?t e | aHsorsubmdlze Interest rates. The base $200,000 would be sitting
the fund with no purpose.

Add an immediate effective date for Sec. 2.

This would allow DVR to deposi} federal funds from FY 94 into the account,
allowing more money to be available sooner.
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AMENDMF,

OFFERED. IN THE HOUSE
TO: HCS CSSB 70(STA)

Page 1 line 2 after "technology":
Insert  and providing for an effective date"

Page 3, after line 20:
Insert a new il section to read:
"* Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c)."



HAR-15-94 7UE 15:34 GOVCOUNDISBIL FAX NO. 5635357

WALTER J. HICKEL/GOVERNOR
State ot Alaska

P.0. Box 20249 = Anchorage, Alaska 99524-024S = Phone: 907-563-5355 « Fax: 907-563-5357

March 15, 1994

Senator Rick Halford

Alaska State Senate

Capital Building

Juneau, Alaska 99801 - 1182
(Interdepartmental Mail Stop 3100)

Dear Senator Halford:

The Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special Education supports
Senate Bill 70 and we request the hill be calendared for a vote by the
Senate. As Alaska's Developmental Disability Planning Council, we
have studied the bill and worked with people with disabilities to see
that their concerns have been addressed in the bill's present form.

It has heen said that technology is the great liberator. Peopie with
disabilities require access to assistive devices to achieve employment
and live with independence. The Council believes that SB 70 will go a
long way in accommodating these needs.

The current version of the bill clarifies the administrative procedures
that will be used to implement the program. The process to api)lg for a
loan is based upon sound banking principles. Federal money will be used
in a creative way to provide a sustainable program for future benefit of
Alaskans with disabilities.

Please schedule the bill for Senate action. We would be glad to answer
any questions that you may have about the bill

Sincerely,

David Maltman
Executive Director
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119 N. Cushman Straet » (907)466-1400 = FAX (907) 456-2140 = P.0. Box 74668 < Fairberks, Alaska B3707-4568

March 10, 1991

Senator Jim Duncan
c/o Alaskan Senate
Juneau, AK

PE: SB373

Dear Senator Duncan:

Thank you for introducing the above referenced bill. This letter is in
support of your efforts to provide a loan guaranty and interest rate subsidy
program for assistive technology, Passage of this legislation and funding of
the program should allow many handicapped citizens of the State of Alaska to
continue to be productive workers in our society. As we all know, a mentally
or physically handicapped person can contribute much ;o0 a business or

organization and enactment of this legislation continues to help to
accunplish that purpose.

Denali State Bank stands ready cooperate in this program to provide loan
funds, | have also discussed this matter with my Alaskan colleagues and find
that they are in support of this issue.

May your efforts be rewarded with a swift passage of this bill. Thank you.

Sincerely, yours,

President and Chief Executive Officer

GR/bf
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(Governor9s Qmmiidtee m IEmapilwymewt <>fPmipk wink BimkHM/sz
P.O. Box 107018
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-7018
(907)269-4877: Voice (907)269-4879: Text Telephone

March 19, 1993

Senator Jim Duncan
Capitol, Room 119
Juneau, Alaska 99811-1182

Dear Senator Duncan:

The members of the Governor’s Committee on Employment of People with
Disabilities would like to express their support of Senate Bill No. 70 and its
companion House Bill No. 139. The Governor’s Committee is interested in any
legislation which may enable individuals with disabilities to gain, retain or advance
in"employment.

As you know, this legislation addresses a significant(i)opulation of individuals in
Alaska - the approximateIK 58% of individuals with gisabilities who do not have
access to the equipment which can help them live more sufficient lives. Not only
will this assist individuals with disabilities, but also their families and businesses.

The Governor’s Committee supports the intent of SB-70 and HB-139 and will be
monitoring its progress as it makes its way through committee. If we can be of
assistance in any way, please let us know.

Sincerely,

Don Brandon, Chair



Assistive Technology

Background

Technolog such as comPuters ?nd Wheelﬁharr ramps help eo le with grsabrlrtres
to communicate more effectively, to Wor and to gain a ce s to Independent

lifestyles. Work place changes can pave the way to economrc independ ence

A 1991 study estimates that over 23, 000 Alaskans could benefit from assistive
techpologies. However ever one henefits when (Paly ple who _[ould otherwise de-

plend on"social welfare’ prog ams ecome finan self-suff rcrent through em-
ployment.

PeoRIe with drsabrlrtres have a right to assrstrve techno I under the fede al laws
Technology-Related Assistance For_ Individ uas |h 3 ||t|es cto 1988, the
Individuals” with Disabilities Education At of ? the e abilitation Act
Amendments of 1992, Programs created by these laws are Iargeyfun ed by the

federal government with some state costs.

UntrI recently several organrzatrons offered "lending libraries" of assistive tejhnol-
one of these libraries was comprehensive. Small lending libraries’ have

s ed to create one comprehensive source to lend assistive technology to
rfrvrr?ua(fs with 8rs§3r|rtres statevF\)nde %

The ?tate Department of Edycation's Assistive Technologires of Alaska pr P qNam has
developed a computerized C o? erative Servrce Directory In cooperatjon With ser-
vice a encres natronwr e, ka Is the first state to"coordinate this directory
among”DOE divisions and the De artment of Health and Sociai Services. This.co-
operative effort eliminates du ||catron Increases inter- and [ntra-agency coordina-

thon meets several fe?er %urrements at once, and Is significantly ‘less costly
than developing multiple directories

Problem

nol%rrlr¥e§ 000 Alaskans want and need but do not have access to assistive tech-

Strategy
J Program of state %uaranteed low-interest, long-term loans to indjviduals with dis-
\a/PC ergr for purchas of assistive devices would address the gap In statewide ser-

» (Continue coordrnah fforts across Departrg r}}s and divisions to assure that ex-
Isting assistive tec Iogy resources are used efiectively.

Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special Education
Report to the Legislature March 1994



WALTER J. HICKEL :
p.a.sex ucaai
CDVEBNCS Juneau.Alaska 99SU-OCO|

(907) J65-3500

State of s k_\
office: of the governor
<JurrE-vu

March 11, 1994

The Honorable Rick Halford
President of the Senate
Alaska State Legislature -

State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Mr. President:

Under ihe authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska Constitution, Iam transmitting a
bill relating to certain study, publication, and reporting requirements by and to state
agencies. The bill would eliminate certain reports and amend the frequency with
which other reports are required to be made. The bill also relates to certain fees for
reports by and to certain state agencies.

The bill would stream line the adm inistration of state government by repealing the
requirement for certain reports that study has revealed are unnecessary orduplicative.
Additional efficiencies can be gained by changing the mandatory reporting period for
certain other reports from annual to biennialin specified situations. All of these
changes are primarily designed as cost-saving or efficiency measures. None of the
changes would reduce the flow of information necessary to the effective execution of
governmental responsibilities or the monitoring of executive branch activities by the

legislature or the public.

Finally, some of the reports duplicate information already subm itted as part of the
state budgetprocess. Savings will result through more efficientuse of state personnel

formerly assigned to the production of these reports.

This bill is good for efficient government, and lurge your consideration and supportof
it.

Governor
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Senator Jim Duncan

Alaska S tate Legislature

Alaska State Senate -

State Capitol  » Room 119 < Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 « (907)465-4766 < Fax 4654748
MEMORANDUM

D ate. May61994

To: Representative Eileen MacLean, Co-Chair
Representative Ron Larsen, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

From | Senator Jim Dungan

subject  HCS SB 70 (STA), an act establishing a loan guarantee and
interest rate subSidy program for assistive technology.

Thank_ you for scheduling Senate Bill 70 in the House Finance
Committee._ This bill estaplishes the Assistive Te(f %?gﬁl Loan Gu?]rantee
Program The program will assist ﬂersonswnh 15a0 es to urchase
durable e%mpment adaptlve alds, a da55|st|ve deV|ces to obtain or
maintain Mymentorto ive more independ ent% SB 70]s subst?nttaII}/
5|m|Iar to a Ill'which was heard in the House HESS committee earlier this
year, H

The lorogram will aIIow the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation to
Puarantee 0ans or reduce the Interest rate on Ioan? from private lendin
nstitutions to make th epa ments more manageable for cons mers. Based
on a study of comparable programs natlonwme the Senate La %r and
Commerce amendments to SB 70 clarify the respective responsioiljties of
the lending institutions and the Divisidn of Vocational Rehabilitation.

Applicatjon for a loan will be made directly to a Iende institution
which will evaluate the credit-worthiness of the individual. [t the
|nst|tut|0n determlnes the |nd|V|duaI with a dlsablllty can repa the Ioan
retiueste utongwn a lower Interest rate or a oanﬁuarant e, the bank

| refer the borrower to the Division ofVocatlonaI Refabilitation for
assistance from the Assistive Technology Loan Program.

The D partmentofEducatlon suploor%s this bill. Under SB 70 the
funding fort e loan program is primarlly from federal ?rants which are
anticl ate to contlnue INto thef reseeable future. g (s e
Assistive Technology Loan Program would sunsetl federal fun S Were no
Icingeravallable SB 70 also %Ilows the contrtbutlgn of private funds, angd

already two Anchorage area banks have,indicated interest In contrlbutlng
funds prompted hy the federal Community Reinvestment initiative.

| respectfully urge your prompt and favorable action on SB 70.
Attachments





