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BY TH E HOUSE JUDICIARY COM M ITTEE BY REQUEST

Introduced; 3/29/94 
Referred; Finance

A  R E S O L U T I O N

Establishing the Joint Task Force on Military Bases in Alaska.

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  the Department of Defense has stated that reducing military infrastructure 

through bab -alignments and closures is * top priority, and the 1995 round of base 

realignments and closures is the last round authorized under the National Defense 

Authorization Acts for Fiscal Years 1991, 1992, 1993, and 1994 (P.L. 101 - 510, P.L. 102 - 

190, and P.L. 103 - 160); and

W H E R E A S  all military bases in Alaska are scheduled for review and evaluation in 

1994 for potential placement on the 1995 closure list; and

W H E R E A S  Alaska’s military bases represent a strategic asset to this nation because 

of their unique location; and

W H E R E A S  the total economic value the military adds to the state exceeds 

$2,700,000,000 annually; and

W H E R E A S  the closure of one or more military bases in the state would have serious 

economic and socioeconomic effects on the communities where they are located;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the Alaska State Legislature that the Joint Task Force on 

Military Bases in Alaska is established to facilitate the retention of the military bases in the
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state by working with the Base Realignm;nt and Closure Commission (BRAC), the
Department of Defense, the Department of the Army, the Department of the Air Force, the
Department of the Navy, the United States Coast Guard, the state’s congressional delegation, 
and the communities and other persons affected by realignments and closures of military bases 
in the state; and be it

FU R TH ER  RESOLVED  that the task force shall consist of six members as follows:
(1) three members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate; and
(2) three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker 

of the House; and be it
FU R TH ER  RESOLVED  that the task force is authorized to meet between, after, and 

during the sessions of the Eighteenth Alaska State Legislature, and may hold public hearings 
as necessary; and be it

FU R TH ER  RESOLVED  that the task force shall prepare and submit to the legislature 
before the convening of the First Session of the Nineteenth Alaska State Legislature a report 
of its activities; and be it

FU R TH ER  RESOLVED  that the Joint Task Force on Military Bases in Alaska is 
terminated on the date of the convening of the First Session of the Nineteenth Alaska State 
Legislature.
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House Judiciary Committee 
HCR 32 * Page 1 

April 6, 1994

Sponsor Statement 
HCR 3 2

O V E f ly / E W
In  order to reduce unneeded m ilita ry  facilities and infrastructure, Congress 

passed p rov is ions a llow in g  the Secretary of Defense to close or rea lign m ilita ry  
facilities in  the U n ited  States and estab lish ing the Base Rea lignm ent and C losure 
Com m iss ion  (BRAC) to rev iew  these recommendations. Three rev iews were set 
forth to occur in  1991,1993 and 1995.

M ilita ry  fac ilit ies and the ir support personnel contribute a great dea l of 
econom ic benefit to the com m un it ies  in  w h ic h  they are located, therefore these 
k inds of reductions created a po lit ica l football for m any of the in d iv id u a l legislators 
that w ou ld  be affected. The creation of the BRAC process was meant to take the 
politics out of the base closure process. Attached is a tim e line for BRAC 95 process.

The BRAC 95 process is of great concern to the State of Alaska. Currently , 
m ilita ry  fac ilit ies in  Alaska contr ibute approx im ate ly  $2.7 b il l io n  do llars to the 
economy annua lly . The loss of even one of our bases cou ld  have an extremely 
detrim enta l effect on an already b leak state fiscal s ituation. D u r in g  the last two 
BRAC reviews in  1991 and 1993, the Department of Defense has not subm itted an 
A laskan fa c ility  for closure, how ever , in  1993 the 6th In fan try  (Light) was 
reorganized from a D iv is io n  to a Brigade. This resulted in  a reduction of 49% in  the 
Army forces in  Alaska, p r im a r ily  in  Anchorage. A lso, in  1993 there were certain 
groups that questioned w hy Ft. R ichardson in  Anchorage was not offered up for 
closure.

A laskan m ilita ry  fac ilit ies  possess m any characteristics that make them 
superior to other facilities in  the low er contiguous states. O p t im a l tra in ing area, 
"power projection", transportation and m ob iliza t io n  infrastructure are just a few of 
the traits that make A laskan facilities inva luab le . Unfortunate ly , there are many 
m isunderstand ings about the strategic location of A laska that occur d u r ing  the 
BRAC process. The goal of creating this Joint Task Force on M ilita ry  Bases in  Alaska 
is to prov ide inform ation to the Department of Defense and the BRAC Comm iss ion 
and to interact w ith  these organ izations in  order to pa in t a more clear p icture of 
Alaskan m ilita ry  facilities and the role that they pa ly in  the national defense. I  hope 
I can count on your support. Thank you.
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DISTRICT 23 MULDOC 'LET. RICHARDSON

M E M O R A N D U M

T O : R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  R o n  L a rso n
C o - C h a ir , H o u s e  F in a n c e  C o m m it t e e

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  E i le e n  M a c L e a n  
C o - C h a ir , H o u s e  F in a n c e  C o m m it t e e

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  E ld o n

SUBJ: H e a r in g  o n  H C R  32

D A T E :  W e d , A p r i l  13,1994

I respectfu lly request that the House F inance Com m ittee schedu le a hearing on 
House Concurrent Reso lution 32, relating to the creation of a Joint Task Force on 
M ilita ry  Bases in  Alaska. Attached is a copy of the leg is la tion , sponsor statement 
and some pertinent back-up material. I have requested a fiscal note w h ich  w il l be 
forwarded to you upon receipt. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

-  C l l  C' llAIH • 
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