





HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

Date Referred: March 15, 1993 FURTHER REFERRALS:

Date of Committee Action:

The FINANCE Committee considered: HB 79
HOUSE BILL NO. 79 DAMAGE TO PROPERTY BY MINORS

"An Act relating to recovery from a parent or legal guardian of w’iful or malicious destruction of property by
a minor."

RECOMMENDATIONS: [ ]the sam_e title
be replaced with n ( Fjm) 1 ] a new title

[ ] have attached amendments(s)

M do pass

[ ] do not pass

[ ] no recommendations

[ 1 individual recommendations

[ ] additional referral to the Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): (DD APPROVES PREVIOUS: Cal/ic)

[ ] fiscal impact [ ] fiscal note(s)

3 M zero fiscal note(s) Admirv liolg3 IflITtu iion 3

[ ] zero fiscal note

SIGNING DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

U a d/M— Fmh’v

TilAtidU

CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE



FISCAL NOTE V3

STATE OF ALASKA B eson:  HB 7
1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION H e et Jfinras
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TEVPCRARY 0 0 0 0

Estirete of currert year (FY93) impact None
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S/ /]
Pr v, . Doneld J, Hichoook D|recto"""* Phore: ZB;»Z]ED
Risk Management Dete:
Appwed by Commissioner - Nancv Bear Usera |
Agency:  Administration Date:  / I~i.

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office

Rev 12 -nv Page 1 of L



FISCAL NOTE N 2
STATE OF ALASKA Bl Version: RB 79
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FISCAL NOTE 1
STATE OF ALASKA Version: _R3_7q

1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION (H) Publish Date: 2/10/9 3

Revision Date: January 26. 1993 Deoanment Affected: Department of law
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FISCAL NOTE
ALASKA BILL NO. HB 79
TIVE SE

|Ao

TATE OF
199§ LEGISLA

ANALYSSS fCominued:

This bDbill amends AS 34.3G to provide that a person, municipal
corporation, association, village, school district, or religious or charitable
organization may recover damages in an amount not to exceed $50,000, plus costs,
interest and attorney fees, from either parent or both parents or the legal
guardian or person having legal custody of an unemancipated minor under the age
of IS years, who maliciously or wilfully destroys real or personal property
belonging to the above parties seeking recovery. Currently, the maximum amount
that mav be recovered is $2, 000 . This bill deals with the recovery remedies of
parties other than the state and, consequently, there will not be a fiscal
imDact for the Deoartment of Law.



REPRESENTATIVE CON BUNDE g>tate MLegislature DURING SESSION:

CO-CHAIR HEALTH, EDUCATION STATE CAPITOL
& SOCIAL SERVICES JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182

CAPITOL ROOM 112
OFFICE (907) 465-4843

JlouSe of &epresentatibef

MEMORANDUM

To: Representative Ron Larson
Co-Chair House Finance Committee

Representative Eileen MacLean
Co-Chair House Finance Committee

From: Representative Con Bunde
Date: March 15,1993

Subject:  HB 79- Relating to recovery from a parent or legal guardian of
willful or malicious destruction of property of a minor.. .

| respectfully request that House Bill 79 be scheduled for a hearing at your
earliest convenience.

House Bill 79 would increase the current cap for parental Iia.bilitlY from
$2000.00 to what is allowable in district court, $50,000.00. This bill would
allow owners of proPerty damaged wilfully or maliciously by a minor to
recover monetarily from the minor's parents or legal guardian. With this
bill, victims of property damage may finally be able to recover a greater
portion of their losses, as long as those damages total less than $50,000.00.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Jenny Murray of
my staff at x4843.



REPRESENTATIVE CON BUNDE ® lafka g>tate AL@giSlature DURING SESSION:

CO-CHAIR HEALTH. EDUCATION STATE CAPITOL
& SOCIAL SERVICES _n ']" JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182

CAPITOL ROOM 112
OFFICE (907) 465-4843

P~ouse of ftepreaentattbes

Sponsor Statement

House Bill 79

Relating To Recovery From A Parent Or Legal Guardian Of W illful
Or Malicious Destruction Of Property By A Minor.

Within recent years, the nation's legislatures have begun using their
legislative powers to encourage parental responsibility through statute.

The following are examples of parental liability legislation that have been
instituted within the past few years:

« California:  Parents can be fined or jailed for allowing their children to
participate in gangs.

» Wisconsin:  Parents can be forced to pay child support when their
children have babies.

* Arkansas: Parents can be fined when their children skip school.

* Florida: Parents can be jailed if a child hurts another with a gun left
accessible by the parent.

In light of the legislation in other states, | am requesting we update AS
34.50.020. It was last updated in 1967. The states of Washington and Delaware
also have statutes similar to Alaska's; however, the maximum recoverable is
higher than what is currently allowed in Alaska's statute.

The primary purpose of this bill is to revise the current version of the law by
increasing the amount recoverable from $2000.00 to the maximum amount
recoverable in district court, which is presently $50,000.00.

Under the current terms of the law, owners of property damaged by minors,
regardless of the amount of damage can daim a maximum of $2000.00 from

SPOfISM



the parents or legal guardians. If damages are in excess of $2000.00, the
amount above this limit is not recoverable.

Therefore, with the passage of HB 79, property owners victimized by minors
will be able to recover a greater portion of their damages.

I have included a copy of the bill, a copy of the statute and several
accompanying departmental fiscal notes.



Pranksters purlo

In

holiday decorations

By DONNAF R E E LV =~ lifted from area yards. City street advertising balloon from the roof =students to say as much."

Daily News reporter H 1%2. signs, advertising banners and con-| of Lowe’s downtown store, DImond High principal Gail
More than two dozen Anchorage struction barricades were also. Police did not Identify the Opalinski disagreed, calling the

teen-agers took part in what police among the stolen decorations. Oth-youths caught Int Wednesday’s event an early senior prank. She

called a holiday season scavenger er.youths involved in the hunt got'v scavenger hunt, said she had talked with some

hunt early Wednesday, vandalizing away, police said. "It was reported as a theft In students who were believed to

several homes around DImond The holiday pilfering came just progress, but once the officers got have.been Involved.

High School before they were two days after local furniture deal- out there and found cars running

caught in the school parking lot. er

Jim Lowe was convicted of

. all over the place, It was clearly a

Police found 25 juveniles at the manslaughter In the shooting; scavenger hunt,” said police
school piling up plastic Nativity death of another teen involved in aspokeswoman JoAnn Brandlen. said; "I
scenes, snowmen, Santa Clauses scavenger hunt in May. The youth, "The officers described it as a o 'F% !
and other Christmas ornaments was with a group trying to steal an scavenger hunt, and they got the .o
PR A N K T een-agers steal decorations during a
[ Continued from Page B-1 It isn't known how many campfire, several snowmen Those detectors woke

homes were hit, since not all
of the decorations had been
claimed by late Wednesday
afternoon.

For David and Carol Jen-

them picked up street signs

while they were at it.”
She stressed that the hunt

was not sanctioned or'ap-

proved by the school dist ﬁ thls was the secondTIme
tricl. C ['home on Greenhlll Wny

“We very much regret it,’ Vhad been-vandalized this
she said. "We’re concerned thollday season.

about the safety of the kids* .The Jensen yard is famous
and about the property dam- In:the neighborhood for its'
age done. Kids this age don’tv elaborate decorations, wjilch
always use their best judg Include a trio of penguins
muni.” warming themselves by a

and Santa Clauses, a small

them early Wednesday. The
wooden Santa's Workshop

couple turned on the lights
filled with toy animals, and saw teens piling into a
thousands of lights, and pickup truck.

signs with rhymes like the * The Jensens found two
old Burma Shave ads. plastic Santa Clauses and a
. David Jensen said a large homemade wooden sleigh,
toy soldier was stolen from with electric lights, missing.
th? yard last; week. After They later retrieved them at
that, they. tled all their deco- Dimond High.

rations together with steel The youths had apparent-

cable and installed motion |y tried to take the penguins
detectors around the dis- and some gingerbread men,
plays.. but “they were wired in so

scavenger

* it

holiday

"They decided they were going
to decorate the high school with
Christmas decorations,”
would

Opalinski
imagine some of

Please see Page B-3, PRANK

Sscay

well they couldn’t have done

it without taking a tree
along will, them,"” David
Jensen said.

The vandals also de-

stroyed strings of lights, ex
tension cords and two hand
made wooden moose. Jensen
said it will cost about $350
to fix or replace the dam-
aged decorations.

Another DImond area res-
ident, Arthur Anderson, was

luckier. He found a plastic
candy cane and snowman
hunt

stolen from his yard at the
high school.

The theft was an Inconve-
nience. But what chilled An-
derson was that police told
him it was part of a scaven-
ger hunt.

"The Jim Lowe case just
got decided. Evidently these

kids aren’t familiar with
what’s happening around
town," Anderson said.

“They’re setting themselves
up for another Incident like
that."





