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( 1 1 )  ’Date Referred: March 15, 1993 FURTHER REFERRALS:

H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

The FINANCE Committee considered: 

HOUSE BILL NO. 79

HB 79
DAMAGE TO PROPERTY BY MINORS

"An Act relating to recovery from a parent or legal guardian of w’iful or malicious destruction of property by 
a minor."

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
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Revision D a l e : __________________

STATE OF ALASKA
1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

nUe: 'An Ac: reiapna lo rw o verv irom a oarem or 

leoai guardian . . ___________  ______

Soonsor Representatives Bunde. Toohev
Renuestor (HI KE3

FISCAL NOTE N '  _3__
Bin v/ersion: HB 7 9________
(H) Publish Date: 2 / i n / qs

Deoanment Affected: Administradon

SRU: Risk Manacement
Comoonem: Risk Management

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 71

E<PENDITURES/REVENUES:
OPERATING i F/&4 FY 95 i FY 96 F <  97 FY 98 F f 99

PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 1 o 0 1 0 ; 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 1 0 0 1 o 1 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 1 o 1 0 o 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 1 o 1 0 0 0
LAND 4 STRUCTURES 0 0 1 0 ! 0 0 0
GRANTS. CLAIMS 0 0 1 0 ! 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 1 o 1 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE
FUND SOURCE 0 0 0 0 0 0
FUNDING:
1002 Federal Receipts o 0 0 0 0 0
1003 GF Match 0 0 I 0 0 0 0
1C04GF 0 0 0 0 0 0
1005 GF/Piogram Receipts 0 0 0 0 0 0
1006 GF/MHTTA 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 o 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 o 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year (FY93) impact None
ANALYSIS: (Attach a Separate page if necessary.)

S /  / / y /

Prepared bv: Donald J. Hitchcock. Directo^^^* Phone: 465-2180
Division: Risk Management_____________ / _______________________ Date:  /
Appioved by Commissioner Nancv Bear Usera
Agency: Administration Date: / / ~ i .

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFiCE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office
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STATE OF ALASKA
1993 LEG ISLA T IV E  SESSION

F I S C A L  N O T E N _2_
Bill Version: RB 7 9
(H) Publish Date: 2 / 1 0 / q i

Revision Oate: Title:
Sponsor:Requester:

‘Ajg A c : r e la t in g  to  r e c o v e r y  f ro m  a p a r e n t  
o r  le g a l g u a r d ia n  o f  d a m a g e s  bv  m in o r*Representative Bunde

Oeot. Affeciec: Health and Social Services___________.3RU: Purchased Services_____ _Comconent: Foster Care &. Residential Child Care

ExDenditures/Revenues:
.COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0252 & 0253 

(Tnousancs of Dollars)
OPERATING FY94 FY95 FY96 I FY97 FY98 FY99
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIESEQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.01 0.0 0.0: 0.0 I

CAPITAL
REVENUE FUND SOURCE

0.0:

FUNDING: (Tncusanos of Oollars)
1002 Federal Recaiots 1 1 1 1 I
1003 GF Match 1 1 i 1 1
1004 GF 1 1 1 1 1
1005 GF/Prccram Receipts 1 1 1 1 1

| 1006 GF/MHT1A 1 1 * 1 1 1
Other 1 1 I 1 1 1
TOTAL 0.0 1 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY
Estimate of current year (FY93) impact: 0.0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
There would be no program or fiscal impact for the Department if this bill were to became law.

Deborah R. Wing. Director ̂Deoanment of Health & Social ServicesPrepared by:
D i v i s i o n :  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Approved by Commissioner: P- Theodore A. Mala. MD, MFHAgency: Department or Health & Sodal Services________

P h o n e :  465-3191 
D a t e : 01/27/93
Date:S i / r  / s .

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE 
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA

1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

1
Version : _ R 3 _ 7 q

( H )  P u b l i s h  D a t e :  2 / 1 0 / 9  3

Revision Date: January 26. 1993________________________________

Title: '■..rsiatina to recovery from a parent or leoal guardian

...destAJCson or orooenv bv a minor.1_____________________________

Sponsor: Representative Eunde

R eau esic r Representative 3unde

Deoanment Affected: Department of la w  

8 R U : A  pal Services___________________________

Component: Operations

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 00S3

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:
OPERATING I FY 34 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99

PERSONAL SERVICES
TFAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
ECUIFMENT
LAND 4 STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL

-0- -0- -0- ■o- I -0- •0-

RP/ENUE 
FUND SOURCE:
FUNDING:
1002 Federal Receipts I 1 1 1
1003 GP Match 1 1 1 1 1
1004 GF 1 1 1 1 1
1005 GF/Frogram Receipts 1 ! 1 1 1
1006 GF/MHTIA 1 1 1 1
OTHER t i l l
TOTAL -0- | -0-1 -0-1 *0-1 -o- -0-

FULL-TIME ■o* -0- I -0- *0* -0- -0-
PART-TIME 1 1
TEMPORARY 1 1

Estimate of current year (FY93) impact: -0-
ANALYSIS: (Attacti a separate page if necessary.) 
Please see the attached analysis.e attacned analysis. a

n  . /  r i  )  H  .

/: Ricnard I. Peaues. Director . //Repared by: Ricnard I. Peaues. Director . //  ,__ Phone: '*65-3672
Division* Administrative Services-pivisich / 1 l / J  l S  . / ^ t o  /  Date: Januarv26. 1993

A / i A  73̂.•-ooroved bv Commissioner: Charies E Cole. Attomev Generaf /
-gency: Denanment of Law___________________________ ^_____________  Date: January 26. 1993

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office
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FISCAL NOTE

|Ao

ANALYSIS fCominuedl:

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 79
1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

This b i l l  amends AS 34.3G to p r o v i d e  t h a t  a person, m u n i cipal 
corporation, association, village, school d i s t r i c t ,  or r e l i g i o u s  or c harita ble 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  m a y  r e c o v e r  d a mages in an a m o u n t  not to e x c e e d  $50,000, plus costs, 
i n t erest and a t t o r n e y  fees, f r o m  e i t h e r  p a r e n t  o r  b o t h  parents or the legal 
g u a rdian o r  p e r s o n  having legal c u s t o d y  of an u n e m a n c i p a t e d  m i n o r  u n d e r  the age 
of IS years, who m a l i c i o u s l y  or w i l f u l l y  d e s t r o y s  r e a l  or p e r s o n a l  property 
b e l o n g i n g  to the a b o v e  parties s e e k i n g  r e c o v e r y .  C u r r e n t l y ,  the m a x i m u m  amount 
that m a v  be r e c o v e r e d  is $2, 000 . This b i l l  dea ls w i t h  t h e  r e c o v e r y  remedies of 
parties o t h e r  t h a n  the state and, c o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e r e  will not be a fiscal 
imDact for the D e o a r t m e n t  of Law.



CO-CHAIR HEALTH, EDUCATION 
& SOCIAL SERVICES

REPRESENTATIVE CON BUNDE g > t a t e  ^ L e g i s l a t u r e DURING SESSION:

STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182

CAPITOL ROOM 112 
OFFICE (907) 465-4843

J |o u S e  o f  & e p resen ta t ib e£

M EM O R AN D U M

To:

Representative Eileen MacLean 
Co-Chair House Finance Committee

Representative Ron Larson 
Co-Chair House Finance Committee

From : Representative Con Bunde

Date: March 15,1993

Subject: HB 79- Relating to recovery from  a parent or legal guardian of
w illfu l or malicious destruction o f property o f a m ino r.. .  ___

I respectfully request that House B ill 79 be scheduled for a. hearing at your 
earliest convenience.

House B ill 79 wou ld  increase the current cap for parental lia b ility  from  
$2000.00 to what is allowable in  d istrict court, $50,000.00. This b ill would 
a llow  owners of property damaged w ilfu lly  or maliciously by a m inor to 
recover monetarily from  the m inor's parents or legal guardian. W ith  this 
b ill, victims of property damage may fina lly  be able to recover a greater 
portion of their losses, as long as those damages total less than $50,000.00.

I f  you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Jenny M urray o f 
my staff at x4843.



REPRESEN TATIVE CON BUNDE 

CO-CHAIR HEALTH. EDUCATION 
& SO CIAL SERV ICES

® l a £ k a  g > t a t e  ^ L e g i s l a t u r e
,r>--A.-,
- "  l'Jsa

STATE CAPITOL 
JU N EAU , ALASKA 99801-1182

CAPITOL ROOM 112 
O FF IC E  (907) 465-4843

DURING SESSION:

P^ouse of ftep reaen ta ttb es

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  

H o u s e  B i l l  7 9

R e la tin g  T o  R e co v e ry  F ro m  A  P a re n t  O r  L eg a l G u a rd ia n  O f  W illfu l 
O r  M a lic io u s  D e s tru c tio n  O f P ro p e r ty  B y A  M in o r .

Within recent years, the nation's legislatures have begun using their 
legislative powers to encourage parental responsibility through statute.

The following are examples of parental liability legislation that have been 
instituted within the past few years:

• California:

• Wisconsin:

• Arkansas:

• Florida:

Parents can be fined or jailed for allowing their children to 
participate in gangs.

Parents can be forced to pay child support when their 
children have babies.

Parents can be fined when their children skip school.

Parents can be jailed if a child hurts another with a gun left 
accessible by the parent.

In light of the legislation in other states, I am requesting we update AS 
34.50.020. It was last updated in 1967. The states of Washington and Delaware 
also have statutes similar to Alaska's; however, the maximum recoverable is 
higher than what is currently allowed in Alaska's statute.

The primary purpose of this bill is to revise the current version of the law by 
increasing the amount recoverable from $2000.00 to the maximum amount 
recoverable in district court, which is presently $50,000.00.

Under the current terms of the law, owners of property damaged by minors, 
regardless of the amount of damage can daim a maximum of $2000.00 from

S PO flS M



the parents or legal guardians. If damages are in excess of $2000.00, the 
am ount above this lim it is not recoverable.

Therefore, w ith the passage of HB 79, property owners victimized by minors 
will be able to recover a greater portion of their damages.

I have included a copy of the bill, a copy of the statute and several 
accom panying departm ental fiscal notes.



P r a n k s t e r s  p u r l o i n  h o l i d a y  d e c o r a t i o n s
B y  D O N N A  F R E E , LV  ^  
Daily News reporter H  1^2 .

More than  two dozen Anchorage 
teen-agers took p a r t  in w h a t  police 
called a holiday season scavenger 
h u n t  early  Wednesday, vandaliz ing 
s e v e ra l  hom es a ro u n d  D lm ond  
H igh  School b e fo re  th ey  w e re  
caugh t in the school pa rk in g  lot.

Police found 25 juveniles a t  the 
school piling up plastic  N ativ i ty  
scenes, snow m en, San ta  Clauses 
an d  o th e r  C hris tm as o rnam ents

lifted from a rea  yards.  C ity  s t ree t  advert is ing  balloon  from the  roof 
signs, advert is ing  b a n n e rs  and  con- ; of Low e’s dow ntow n store, 
s t ru c t io n  b a r r i c a d e s  w e re  a l s o .  P o l ice  d id  n o t  I d e n t i f y  th e  
am ong the  s to len  decorations. O t h - y o u t h s  c a u g h t  In t W e d n e s d a y ’s 
er. you ths  involved in the  h u n t  g o t 'v. scavenger hunt, 
aw ay, police sa id . ; " I t  w as reported  as  a the f t  In

The ho liday  pilfering  cam e ju s t  progress, b u t  once the  officers got 
tw o days a f te r  local fu rn i tu re  deal- ou t there  and found cars runn ing  
er  J im  Lowe w as  convicted of . all o v e r  the place, It w as  c learly  a 
m a n s l a u g h t e r  In th e  s h o o t i n g ;  s c a v e n g e r  h u n t , "  s a id  p o l ic e  
d ea th  of a n o th e r  teen involved  in  a s p o k e s w o m a n  J o A n n  B r a n d le n .  
scavenger h u n t  in May. The y o u t h , "T he  officers described i t  as a 
w as w ith  a group try in g  to s tea l  an  scavenger hun t ,  and  they  got the

= s tuden ts  to say  as m uch ."
D lm o n d  H ig h  p r in c ip a l  G a i l  

O palinsk i disagreed, calling  the 
event an  ear ly  sen io r  p ran k .  She 
sa id  she  had ta lk ed  w ith  some 
s tuden ts  who were  believed to 
h av e .b een  Involved.

"T hey  decided they  were  going 
to decorate  the  h igh school w ith  
C hris tm as  decora tions ,"  O palinsk i 
said; " I  w ould  im agine  som e of 
• '.**• '

. • Please see Page B-3, P R A N K

P R A N K :  T e e n - a g e r s  s t e a l  d e c o r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  a  h o l i d a y  s c a v

[ Continued from Page B-1

them  picked up stree t signs 
w hile  they were a t i t .”

She stressed tha t  the  hun t  
was not sanctioned o r ' a p ­
proved by the school dist 
tricl.

“ We very much regre t i t ,"  
she said . "We’re concerned 
ab o u t  the safety of the  kids* 
and ab o u t  the property  d am ­
age done. Kids this age don’t 
a lw ays  use th e ir  best judg 
m uni.”

It isn 't  know n how m any  
homes were h i t ,  since not all 
of the decorations had  been 
claimed by la te  Wednesday 
afternoon.

F or  David and Carol J e n­
sen, this was the secondTIme C lE ijr hom e on G reenhlll  Wny 

Vhad b e e n - v a n d a l i z e d  th is  
t ho liday  season. .

.The Jensen  ya rd  is famous 
In : the ne ighborhood for  its' 

v e labora te  decorations, wjilch 
Include a tr io  of penguins 
w arm ing  them selves by a

campfire, several snow m en 
and S an ta  Clauses, a small 
w ooden  S a n ta ' s  W orkshop  
f i l le d  w i th  to y  a n im a ls ,  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  l ig h t s ,  an d  
signs w ith  rhym es l ik e  the 
old B urm a S h av e  ads.
. David Jensen  said  a large 

toy soldier w as sto len  from 
th?  y a rd  las t ;  w eek. A f te r  
th a t ,  they. tled all  th e i r  deco­
rations together  w ith  steel 
cable and ins ta lled  motion 
d e te c to rs  a ro u n d  th e  d is ­
plays..

T h o se  d e te c to r s  w o k e  
them  early  Wednesday. The 
couple tu rned  on the lights 
and saw  teens p iling  into a 
p ickup  truck.
* The Jensens found two 
p lastic  S an ta  Clauses and  a 
h o m e m a d e  w o o d en  s le ig h ,  
w ith  electric lights , missing. 
They la te r  re tr ieved  them  a t  
Dimond High.

The you ths  h ad  ap p a re n t ­
ly  tr ied  to ta k e  the  penguins 
and some gingerbread  men, 
bu t  “ they  were  w ired  in so

well they couldn’t have  done 
it  w i th o u t  ta k in g  a t ree  
a long  w il l ,  t h e m ,"  David  
Jensen said.

T he  v a n d a l s  a lso  d e ­
stroyed str ings of lights, ex 
tension cords and two hand 
m ade wooden moose. Jensen 
said it  will  cost abou t $350 
to fix o r  replace the  d a m ­
aged decorations.

A nother  Dlmond area res­
ident, A r th u r  Anderson, was 
luckier. He found a plastic  
candy cane and snow m an

s c a v e n g e r  h u n t

u .
•» it

stolen from his y a rd  a t  the  
high school.

The thef t  w as an Inconve­
nience. But w h a t  chilled A n ­
derson w as th a t  police told 
h im  i t  w as p a r t  of a scaven­
ger hunt.

"T he  J im  Lowe case just  
got decided. E v iden tly  these 
k id s  a r e n ’t  f a m i l i a r  w i th  
w h a t ’s h a p p e n in g  a ro u n d  
t o w n , "  A n d e r s o n  s a i d .  
“ They’re se t t ing  them selves 
up  for a n o th e r  Incident like  
th a t ."




