




TO: CSHB 507(HES)

Page 1, line 6 after "lincensure":

Delete "may"
Insert "shall"

Page 1, line 6 after "person":

Insert "or by telephone"
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H EA LTH . E D U C A T IO N  A N D  S O C IA L  S E R V IC E S  C O M M IT T E E
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

STATE C A P I T O L  JUNEAU  99801
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HB 507

An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  l i c e n s u r e  b y  t h e  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  a n d  t e m p o r a r y
p e r m i t s  f o r  c e r t a i n  o p t o m e t r i s t s .

T h i s  b i l l  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  HESS C o m m i t t e e  b y  t h e  r e q u e s t  
o f  t h e  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n .

S e c t i o n  1 a d d r e s s e s  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  f o r  
i n t e r v i e w i n g  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  i n  p e r s o n .  T h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  
i t  t o  b e  e x p a n d e d  t o  " t h e  b o a r d  o r  i t s  d e s i g n a t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e " .  
T h i s  w o u l d  l e s s e n  t h e  c o s t  i n  t i m e ,  m o n e y ,  a n d  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  f o r  
a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  w i s h  t o  p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  i n  t h e  s t a t e .

S e c t i o n  2 d e a l s  w i t h  g r a n t i n g  a  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  f o r  l o c u m  t e n e n s  
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  t e m p o r a r y  m e d i c a l  c o v e r a g e  f o r  a n  
u n d e r s e r v e d  a r e a  a s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d .

U n d e r  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e ,  l o c u m  t e n e n s  p e r m i t s  m ay  o n l y  b e  i s s u e d  t o
p h y s i c i a n s  w h o  a r e  s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o r  a n  a b s e n t  p h y s i c i a n .  W i t h  t h i s  
c h a n g e ,  a  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  m ay  b e  i s s u e d  t o  a  p h y s i c i a n  who  w i l l  
b e  p r a c t i c i n g  i n  a n  a r e a  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  r e g u l a r ,  r e s i d e n t  
p h y s i c i a n .

I n  S e c t i o n  3 o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  a  l o c u m  t e n e n s  p e r m i t  m ay  b e  i s s u e d  t o
a  n o n r e s i d e n t  o p t o m e t r i s t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a s s i s t i n g  o r
s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o r  a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08 .72 .

A l a s k a  h a s  a  l o t  o f  s o l o  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  i n  r e m o t e  a n d  s e m i - r e m o t e  
a r e a s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  I f  t h e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  b e c o m e s  i n j u r e d ,  s e r i o u s l y  
i l l  o r  m u s t  l e a v e  t e m p o r a r i l y ,  h e  p r e s e n t l y  m u s t  c l o s e  d ow n  h i s  
c l i n i c .  T h i s  c a n  b r i n g  a  h a r d s h i p  t o  h i s  p a t i e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  
t h e  t i m e  a w a y  e x t e n d s  t o  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s .

A l s o ,  o u t s i d e  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  s u b n o r m a l  v i s i o n ,  v i s u a l  t h e r a p y ,  e t c ,  
c a n  b e  s c h e d u l e d  t o  a s s i s t  l o c a l  d o c t o r s  w h e r e  s p e c i a l t y  c a r e  d o e s  
n o t  n ow  e x i s t .

I  u r g e  y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T
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Date Referred: March 11, 1994

Date of Committee Action:

( IOUSE COMMITTEE REP XT
FURTHER REFERRALS:

The FINANCE Committee considered 

HOUSE BILL NO. 507

HB 507

LICENSING OF OPTOMETRISTS AND PHYSICIANS 

"An Act relating to licensure by the State Medic;-! Board and temporary permits for certain optometrists."

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
be replaced with_______
[ ] have attached amendments(s)
[ ] do pass
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[ ] no recommendations
[XJ individual recommendations
[ ] additional referral to the____

C 5  l b  (_ f- 1
I the same title 

.[ ] a new title

Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): (Depl)

[ ] fiscal impact________________________

[ ] zero fiscal note
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[XI fiscal note(s) DGbD 

[ ] zero fiscal note(s)__________
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STATE OF ALASKA 
1994 LEGISLATIVE SE
Revision Data: 2/25/94
Title:

No. I
\ Bill Version: c s h b  507 Ch e s )

(H) Publish Date : 3 /2 / 9 4

An A ct relating to  licensure by the
State Medical B o a rd .. ..
Sponsor
Requestor

H ouse HES

Department: Com m erce and Econom ic Dev.
8RU: Occupationa l Licensing________

Component: Opera tions ____

H ouse HES
Expenditures/Revenues

COMPONENT SER IAL NO. 

(Thousands oI Dollars)

1844

OPERATING EXPEND ITURES FY 95 FY 96 | FY  97 FY 98 1 FY  39 |  FY 00

PERSONAL SERV ICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND A STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

1
1

2 .5 1 1

1 1
1 1

1 !
1 1

1 1 !

TOTAL OPERATING 2 .5  1 0 .0  1 0 .0  1 0 .0  1 0 .0  I 0.0

CAPITAL EXPEND ITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES i 0 .0 1 0 .0  1 ■ 0 .0  1 0 .0  1 0 .0  i 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands oI Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts I I I I • !
1003 G F Match I I I I I
1004 Ge eral Fund I I I I I
1005 GF/Program Receipts 2-5 I | I I
1006 GF/MHT1A I I I i
Other I I I I I
TOTAL 2.5 O o o b o o

oo'oo'

Estimate of any currant y ea r  (FY 94) co st : S None

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME 0.0 0.0 0 .0  I 0.0 O b o b

PART-TIME 0.0 0.0 o b o b 0 .0  I 0 .0 !
TEMPORARY 0.0 0.0 0 .0  I 0 .0  I o.o I o .o :

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

The bill provides for a designee of the State Medical Board to interview an applicant for licensure and 
expands the purpose of a medical temporary permit. -The bill also creates a locum tenens permit for 
nonresident optometrists. The bill calls for the State Medical Board and the Board of Examiners in 
Optometry to adopt regulations to define new phrases. The expenditures shown above are the estimated 
costs of the regulations projects and additional printing costs when the regulations become effective.

Prepared by:

Ohrision:
A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r

A g e n c y :

oAnne Cummings, Regulations Specialist 
ccupational Licensing

Phone: 465-2537
PaulFuhs
Commerce and Economic Development

Date: 2/25/94 
Date: 2-2? .<= r*f

P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V I D E  A L L  D I S T R I B U T I O N  C O P I E S  T O  G O V E R N O R ' S  L E G I S L A T I V E  O F F I C E

F o r  f u r t h e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c a l l  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  L e g i s l a t i v e  O f f i c e

C O M M I T T E E  C O P Y
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Proposed revision to statute from a previous Board meeting:
Item No, 8

PROPOSED REVISIONS TO STATUTES

New Agenda Item: Reword AS 08.64.255 Interview Required

Current Wording:
All applicants for licensure must be interviewed in person by at least one member of 
the board before a license will be issued.

Proposed Wording:

Ail applicants for licensure must be interviewed in person by at least one member of 
the board or its designated representative before a license will be issued.

Rationale:
Given the large geographical area of the state and the considerable expense involved in 
travelling this great expanse, this statute as currently worded often places an onerous 
burden on the applicant for licensure.
By inserting the words "... or its designated representative" interviews may be conducted by 
actively licensed physicians who have been previously approved by the Board. This will 
lessen the cost in time, money, and inconvenience for applicants who wish to practice 
medicine in the state.

1479M
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* * D R A F T * *
I t e m  H o .  6

Agenda Item 14: Reword Sec. 08.64.275(a)
Temporary permit for locum tenens practice.

Current Wording:
A member of the board or its executive secretary may grant a temporary permit to a 
physician or osteopath fo~ the purpose of substituting for another physician or 
osteopath licensed in this state.

Proposed Wording:

A member of the board or its executive secretary may grant a temporary permit to a 
physician or osteopath for the purpose of substituting for another physician or 
osteopath licensed in this state or for the purpose of providing temporary medical 
coverage for an underserved area as approved bv the board.

Rationale:
Many remote Alaskan communities do not have medical services available to them within 
the community. In many cases, there has never been a physician located in these areas. To 
provide periodic medical services, the Board wishes to amend this section of the statute to 
allow locum tenens physicians to practice for limited periods of time (locum tenens licenses 
are 60-day permits) in remote, underserved areas with the knowledge, scrutiny, and 
approval of the Board.
Under the current wording, locum tenens permits may only be issued to physicians who are 
substituting for an absent physician. With the revised wording, a temporary permit may be 
issued to a physician who will be practicing in an area that does not have a regular, 
resident physician.
The licensing approval process is not quite as rigorous for a locum tenens as it is for a fuil 
licensure; however, the essential elements of the individual’s record are required the same 
as for full licensure and are carefully scrutinized. These elements include proof of 
education, residency or internship, FSMB approval, and at least one verification from 
another state where the physician is licensed.

1466M
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Sec . OS.xxxxx Temporary p erm it  f o r  locum t e n en s  p r a c t i c e . '
(a) A member o f  th e  board o f  exam iners  in  Optometry may g ran t  
a temoorarv  perm it  t o  an o p t o m e t r i s t  f o r  tha purpose  or a s a i s t i i

S** i  « n/v 4. t - ------------    * • - 1

PROPOSED:

 F    wi-; 'v'uuumei;;;.5^ l o r  z r iQ  purpose  or a s s i s t i n goj: s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o r  ano th e r  o p t o m e t r i s t  l i c e n s e d  ir. t h i s  s t a t e .  /ThA o"inin,.i , r ----  -------  • ‘ s t a b l i s h e d
;ka l i c e n c e d

J    _ _ wwvw—••••«.« w y  W W il lC ^ « « O t l  J. w w C U J C ' J  «•«! v-» A1 . - -
/The o f f i c e  emp loy ing  a Locum Cptcrr.ecricc must be an e s t a b l i s h e d  
practice)/ and t h e  Locum emp loyed  by a r e s i d e n t  A las*
o n t n m o ^  ■>» < a ■» i iW>— —---------  * —  ^ rt. — , w j  w v* y -.«« « CO P .U I7U u r*. 1 .0  J  r* a. w V.o p t o m e t r i s t  who owns and p r a c t i c e s  f u l l  t ime in  t h a t  p r a c t i c e . )  
The p e rm i t  i s  v a l i d  f o r  s i x t y  (60) c o n s e c u t i v e  day s .  I f  c ircum ­
s t a n c e s  warran t,  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  p e rm it may be g r a n t e d  by the  b o a rd .
(b) A Locum O p tom e t r i s t  a p p l y in g  under (a, o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  
pay t h e  r e q u i r e d  f e e  and s h a l l  meet  th e  r e q u i r em en t s  o f  AS 08.72- 
140. In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  s h a l l  subm it  e v i d e n c e  o f  h o l d ­
in g  a l i c e n s e  to  p r a c t i c e  o p t om e t r y  i n  a s t a t e  o r  t e r r i t o r y  o f  
t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  o r  in  a p r o v in c e  o r  t e r r i t o r y  o f  Canada.
(c) W ith in  t e n  (10) days a f t e r  t h e  p erm it  has been g r an t ed ,  th e  
board member s h a l l  forward t o  th e  department a r e p o r t  o f  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  t h e  p e rm i t .
(d) P erm it s  and e x t e n s i o n s  o f  p e rm i t s  i s s u e d  under t h i s  s e c t i o n
to  an i n d i v i d u a l  are n o t  v a l i d  f o r  more then 240 (two hundred
fo r ty)  c o n s e c u t i v e  days dur ing  any c o n s e c u t i v e  12 (twelve)  month s ,

RATIONALE:
A l a s k a  h a s  a l o t  o f  s o l o  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  i n  r e m o t e  a n d  s e m i - r e m o t e  
a r e a s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  I f  t h e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  b e c o m e s  i n j u r e d ,  s e r i o u s l y  
i l l  o r  m u s t  l e a v e  t e m p o r a r i l y ,  h e  p r e s e n t l y  m u s t  c l o s e  d ow n  h i s  
c l i n i c .  T h i s  c a n  b r i n g  a  h a r d s h i p  t o  h i s  p a t i e n t s .

A l s o ,  o u t s i u e  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  s u b n o r m a l  v i s i o n ,  v i s u n  I. t h e r  p y  d t c .  
c a n  b e  s c h e d u l e d  t o  a s s i s t  l o c a l  d o c t o r s  w h e r e  s p e c i a l t y  c a r e  d o e s
n o t  n ow  e x i s t .

T h e  L o c um  T e n e n s  s t a t u t e  w o u l d  a l l o w  a t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  b e  i s s u e d  
t o  a n o n r e s i d e n t  o p t o m e t r i s t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a s s i s t i n g  o r  
s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o r  a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

3 A CK U P  FOR  S E C T I O N  3



§ 08.72.115 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 08.72.150

Sec. 08.72.115. Malpractice insurance. [Repealed. § 40 ch 117 SLA 1978.]
Sec. 08.72.120. Registration. [Repealed § 9 ch 50 SLA 1988.]
Sec. 08.72.125. Licensing of branch offices, (a) The board shall 

UooT.-cv branch office of an Alaskan licensee.
t,by A person may not practice, or attempt or offer to practice, op­

tometry without obtaining a license for each branch office from the 
board.

(c) The board shall prescribe in the regulations the factors to be 
considered in issuing a branch office license. (§ 2 ch 76 SLA 1969; am 
§ 9 ch 75 SLA 1980; am § 12 ch 37 SLA 1986; am § 4 ch 50 SLA 1988)

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t s .  —  T h e  1 9 8 8  "w ith o u t  o b ta in in g  a lic e n se  fo r  each
am en d m en t , e ffe c t iv e  M ay  2 6 , 1 9 8 8 , s u 'd - b ra n c h  o ff ic e ”  fo r  " in  c om m u n it ie s  on  a
s t itu te d  " L ic e n s in g "  fo r " R e g is t r a t io n "  in  p a r t - t im e  b a s is  w ith o u t o b ta in in g  a
the  c a tc h lin e . rew ro te  s u b s e c t io n  (a ) ,  b ra n c h  o ffic e  c e r t i f ic a te  o f  r e g is t r a t io n ”  in
w h ich  re a d  T h e  b oa rd  s h a l l  is su e  a su b sec tion  (b ) and  " lic e n s e ”  fo r  " c e r t i f ic a te
b ran ch  o ffic e  c e r t i f ic a te  o f  r e g is t r a t io n  to 0 p r e g is t r a t io n ”  in  su b se c tio n  (c ).
an  A la s k a n  lic e n se e ,”  a n d  su b s titu te d

Sec. 08.72.130. Optometry register. [Repealed. § 13 ch 37 SLA 1986.]
Sec. 08.72.140. Qualifications for examination. The board shall 

admit to the examination a person who furnishes proof that the person
(1) has a visual acuity of a standard of at least 20/40 in at least one 

eye as corrected;
(2) is not afflicted with a contagious or infectious disease;
(3) has had education equivalent to four years attendance at a state 

high school;
(4) is a graduate of a recognized school or college of optometry. 

(§ 35-3-141 ACLA 1949; am § 1 ch 95 SLA 1966; am §§ 3 — 5 ch 76
SLA 1969; am §§ 10, 23 ch 75 SLA 1980)

Sec. 08.72.150. Application for examination and issuance of 
license. An applicant shall apply for the examination by filing an 
application with the department together with the examination fee at 
least 15 days before the examination. Upon successful complete;. _i 
the examination by the applicant and payment of the license fee, the 
board shall issue a license to the successful applicant. The applicant 
may practice optometry in the state upon receipt of the license.
(§ 35-3-141 ACLA 1949; am § 6 ch 76 SLA 1969; am § 5 ch 50 SLA
1988)

276

AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 1 4 0



(7)
Date Referred: M Finance

Date of Committee Action: 3  j  I o j  9  ^
The LABOR AND COMMERCE Committee considered: ftB 507

HOUSE BILL NO. 507 LICENSING OF OPTOMETRISTS AND PHYSICIANS
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FURTHER REFERRALS: Labor & Commerce

HB 507The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered:

HOUSE BILL NO. 507 LICENSING OF OPETOMETRISTS AND PHYSICIANS

"An Act relating to licensure by the State Medical Board and temporary permits for certain optometrists.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
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