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D E P A R T M E N T  OF M I L I T A R Y  A N D  V E T E R A N S  A F F A I R S

HB175 P O S ITION P A P E R

For: A n  Act m a k i n g  an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for a g r a n t  for c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
the W o m e n  in M i l i t a r y  s e rvi ce M e m orial

Background: T h e  W o m e n  in M i l i t a r y  S e r v i c e  for A m e r i c a  M e m o r i a l  
Foundation, Inc. has u n d e r t a k e n  a p r o j e c t  to d e v e l o p  a m e m o r i a l  to 
w o m e n  in m i l i t a r y  s e rvice to b e  p l a c e d  at the g a t e w a y  to A r l i n g t o n  
N a t i o n a l  Cemetery. F u n d i n g  for this m e m o r i a l  m u s t  b e  p r o v i d e d  by 
no n - f e d e r a l  donations, a c c o r d i n g  to federal law. T h e  F o u n d a t i o n  
has r e q u e s t e d  ind ividual states to c o n t r i b u t e  to t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
fund, a n d  has r e q u e s t e d  the State of A l a s k a  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  the 
a m o u n t  of $15,000 for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  memorial.

D e p a r t m e n t  Position: The D e p a r t m e n t  of M i l i t a r y  a n d  V e t e r a n s
A f f a i r s  feels t h a t  w o m e n  in m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  d e s e r v e  s p e c i a l  
recognition, and t h a t  the p r o p o s e d  m e m o r i a l  is an a p p r o p r i a t e  w a y  
to p r o v i d e  t h a t  recognition. T h e  q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  or n o t  the 
s tate s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  f u n ding  for a c o n t r i b u t i o n  to t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of t h e  memorial, a nd the a m o u n t  of t h a t  contr i b u t i o n ,  is o n e  of 
fiscal policy, w h i c h  is the p r e r o g a t i v e  of t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  branch.
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W o m e n  In Military Service For America
Memorial Foundation, Inc.

M a r c h  1, 1993

Representative CliiT Davidson 
State Capitol 
Juno. Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Davidson:

I a m  writing to request your assistance in a vital project that will directly 
benefit the 5,000 w o m e n  veterans w h o  live in the state of Alaska. T h e  W o m e n  In 
Military Service Memorial, to be built at the gateway to Arlington National Cemetery, 
will pay tribute to these w o m e n  a n d  the other 1.8 million w h o  have served throughout 
history. W e  are delighted that y ou have agreed to sponsor a n  appropriation of $15,000 
for the construction of this Memorial, joining the states of Florida. Montana, a n d  
Arkansas in supporting this worthy effort. Similar bills are also pending in South 
Dakota. Hawaii, Georgia, N e w  Jersey, Virginia. a n d ' N e w  York.

This will be the first major national memorial recognizing the contributions of 
w o m e n ,  and telling their stories for future generations. M a n y  great w o m e n  hail from 
the state of Alaska, including Colonel M a r y  Louise R a s m u s e n ,  U S  Army, Retired, 
former Director of the W o m e n ' s  A r m y  Corps from 195 7  - 1962, a critical period for 
w o m e n ' s  continued service in the military.

B y  law, the Memorial m u s t  be funded through non-Federal donations.
Sufficient funds to complete the project a n d  provide for maintenance m u s t  be o n  h a n d  
before construction c an begin. T h e  fundraising goal is $ 1 4  million a n d  authority 
expires on N o v e m b e r  5, 1993.

A  contribution from the state of Alaska at this stage could provide tremendous 
m o m e n t u m  a n d  lead to support from m a n y  other states. Additionally, this 
contribution c a n  help sponsor the 5,000 w o m e n  veterans w h o  do not have sufficient 
funds for the $ 2 5  registration donation for their n a m e s  and record of service to be 
included in the Memorial's register. All states m a k i n g  contributions will be 
permanently recognized in the Memorial.

Support for the Memorial has already c o m e  from a variety of sources within the 
state of Alaska. O u r  National Tribute Committee includes Senators Fr a n k  Murkowski, 
w h o  sponsored the original legislation, a n d  Ted Stevens. In fact. Senator M u r k o w s k i  is 
expected to assist us by sponsoring a bill in the Senate that wo u l d  authorize the minting 
of a W o m e n  In Military Service coin, to benefit the Foundation.
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Please feel free to call us if w e  can do anything to assist your efforts. Again, 
thank you for your efforts to honor the w o m e n  w h o  have served, in Alaska a nd 

nationwide, with valor and dedication.

Sincerely,

W i l m a  L. Vaught
Brigadier General. U S A F  (Ret.)

President

F O R  T H E  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S :

0

Connie L. Slewitzke 
Brigadier General, USA .  N C  (Ret.) 
Vice Fresident

Sara J. Pritchett 
Colonel, U S M C  (Ret.) 
Secretary

M y m a  H. Williamson 
Brigadier General, U S A  (Ret.) 
M e m b e r



Women In Military Service For America
Memorial Foundation, Inc.

D ept. 560 
Washington, D .C . 20042-0560 

(705) 535-1155 1-800-222-2294 (703 ) 931-4208 (F A X )

A B O U T  T H E  M E M O R I A L

WHAT: Women In Military Service Memorial to honor the more than 1.8 million 
women who have served or are serving in the armed forces starting with the 
American Revolution.

WHERE: The gateway to Arlington National Cemetery.

WHEN: Construction to start in December, 1993.

WHO: Spearheaded by the Women In Military Service For America Memorial 
Foundation (WEMSA).

THOSE TO BE HONORED: All U. S. servicewomen. WTMSA is seeking 
names, addresses, photos and memorable experiences of women who have served. 
Descendents of deceased servicewomen are asked to register them.

HISTORY: Bill to honor military women introduced by Congresswoman Mary 
Rose Oakar (D-Ohio) and Senator Frank Murkowski (R-Alaska). Signed into law 
by President Reagan in November, 1986.

DESIGN: Ms. Marion Gail Weiss and Mr. Michael Manfredi of Weiss/Manfredi, 
New York City, winners of national competition.

The Memorial features an upper terrace with views of Arlington National 
Cemetery and the monuments of Washington. On the terrace, there will be an arc 
of glass "pages" in which quotations from servicewomen are etched. This arc of 
glass also introduces natural light into the Memorial's visitor center. At the lower 
terrace in front of the Hemicvcle wall are the reflecting pool and Court of Honor. 
The visitors center located behind the Hemicycle houses a Hall of Valor, theater, 
and a computer Register of servicewomen. Through the data base, visitors may 
access photos, military histories, and individual stories of registered women.

FUNDING: The cost for building the Memorial -- an estimated $1 + million -  
must be raised through non-Federal funds. This sum must be available by 
November, 1993. So far, more than $1 million is committed to the building fund.

DONATIONS AND REGISTRATIONS: Donations and histories o f
servicewomen can be sent to: Women In Military Service Memorial, Dept. 560, 
Washington, D. C. 20042-0560. Toll-free telephone: 1 - 800 - I - SALUTE 
(1-800-472-5883.)

Tne Memorial is a registered member of the Combined Federal Campaign, the 
annual workplace fundraising drive conducted by the U. S. Government for all 
military, civilian agency and postal workers worldwide. In state and corporate 
campaigns, donors should designate "Women In Military Service For America 
Memorial" on their pledge card.
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Women In Military Service For A m erica
Memorial Foundation, Inc.

Depc. 5o0 
Washington. D .C. ’ 0042-0560 

(703) 533-1155 1-800-222-2294 (703) 931-4208 (FAX)

For more information, contact: Rae Lee
Fay Fulton 
703/533-1155

W O M E N  IN MILITARY SERVICE M E M O R I A L  

T O  H O N O R  A M E R I C A ’S S E R V I C E W O M E N  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  A G E S

The Women In Military Service For America Memorial Foundation (WIMS A) was founded to create a 
Memorial to honor the 1.8 million women who have served in the U.S. military services throughout history, 
from the American Revolution through Operation Desert S torm and beyond. Authorized by Congress in 1986, 
the Women in Military Service Memorial will provide a legacy to future generations by capturing the 
undocumented history of our American servicewomen. It will be unique in that it will be a place of honor for 
both the living and deceased; those v.ho served in the past, those who serve today, as well as those who will 
serve in the future.

This Memorial is unique in other ways. It will use an existing site and its structures at the gateway to 
Arlington National Cemetery, our mosthonored military resting ground. The wall there, orHemicycle, suffers 
from years of neglect and is badly in need of repair. The Hemicycle will be restored and modified to add four 
stairways to the upper level of the wall, a walkway with views of Arlington National Cemetery and 
monumental Washington. A key feature of the terrace will be an arc of glass tablets bearing quotations of 
servicewomen etched theron. These glass tablets will i Iso form a series of skylights into the Memorial's 
interior Visitors Center. The Visitors Center will house an underground theater and a computerized data base 
where the public can access the photos, military history andindividual stories of the women who have served. 
The Foundation relies on servicewomen, veterans and their descendants to “Register” their stories and photos 
so that the.history of women in the military is brought to light for all Americans.

S upport for the Memorial has come from a number of sources. The governments of Kuwait, Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar announced their support, in honor of the women who served in the Persian Gulf. S tate governments 
also provided financial support in 1991, including Montana, Florida and Arkansas. Corporations which 
contributed include: The Coca-Cola Company, Martin Marietta Corporation, RJR Nabisco, Northrop 
Corporation, Raytheon Company, Xerox Corporation andTambrands Corporation. A number of veterans and 
service organizations have supported the project in a variety of ways, many through publicity to their 
membership and group registration of their female members. The Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary voted 
lastyear to accept WIMS A as a group project. Each activity and contribution brr gs this tribute closerto reality 
for the many women who have served throughout the years.
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The cost for building this Memorial —  an estimated $12 million - must be raised through non-Federal 
funds. Pu blic Law #102-216, passed in November 1991, extended by two years WIMS A ’ s deadline for raising 
the remaining monies needed to build the memorial. With 20 months remaining in the deadline, this project 
needs the support and help of all Americans.

One example of how women have fought for their country is Deborah Sampson Gannett Gannett 
disguised herself as a man to serve in the Army in the Revolutionary War. She was shot in battle and escaped 
detection by removing the musket ball from her thigh by herself. Some two years later, when she was 
hospitalized with a fever, the attending doctor found that this soldier was a woman. She is one of thousands 
of women whose story will be told through the Memorial Register.

Today’s heroine does not have to disguise herself, but the dangers are just as real. Major Marie Rossi, who 
became a familiar sight on television screens during the Persian Gulf War when CNN broadcast an interview 
with her, was killed one day after the cease fire while operating a supply helicopter. There are many more 
women who have contributed in defense of our nation that deserve C'T recognition, too.

Now all of these women, veterans, active duty, Guard and Reservists, will receive the honor and 
recognition they have earned.

Those wanting more information on how to register for the Memorial or support this tribute to military 
women, please call 1-800-4-SALUTE or write to Women In Military Service Memorial, Department 560, 
Washington, DC 22042-0560.
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Dcpc. 560 
Washins>T'..n. D.C. 20042-0560 

(703) 533-1155 1-800-222-2294 (705) 951-4208 (FAX)

W o m e n  In Military Service For America
Memorial Foundation, Inc.

N U M B E R  O F  F E M A L E  
V E T E R A N S  IN E A C H  STA T E *

Siate.
A labam a
A la sk a
A riz o n a
A rk a n s a s
C a li fo rn ia
C o lo ra d o
C o n n e c t ic u t
D e la w a re
D I s t  o f  C o lu m b ia
F lo r id a
G eo rg ia
H aw a ii
Id a h o
I l l i n o i s
In d ia n a
Iow a
K an sa s
K e n tu c k y
L ou is ia n a
M a in e
M a ry la n d
M a ssa c h u se tts
M ic h ig a n
M in n e s o ta
M is s is s ip p i
M is s o u r i

F e m a le
V e te r a n s

1 7 . 0 0 0  
5 . 0 0 0

2 5 . 0 0 0  
9 , 8 0 0

1 4 6 , 2 0 0
2 1 .0 0 0
1 4 . 1 0 0
3 . 6 0 0  
3 , 7 0 0

8 5 , 4 0 0  
3 1 , 0 0 0

7 . 1 0 0
4 . 6 0 0

3 4 . 8 0 0
1 9 . 5 0 0
8 . 6 0 0  
9 , 3 0 0

1 1 . 9 0 0  
1 4 . 3 0 0
7 , 4 0 0

2 8 . 9 0 0
2 6 . 5 0 0
3 3 . 1 0 0
1 5 . 1 0 0
9 . 1 0 0

1 9 . 8 0 0

State.
M on ta n a
N e b ra s k a
N ev ad a
N ew  H a m p s h ire  
N ew  J e r s e y  
N ew  M ex ic o  
N ew  Y o r k  
N o r th  C a ro l in a  
N o r th  D a k o t a  
O h io
O k la h o m a
O re g o n
P e n n s y lv a n ia
R h o d e  Is la n d
S o u th  C a ro lin a
S o u th  D a k o ta
T e n n e s s e e
T e x a s
U ta h
V e rm o n t
V i r g in ia
W a s h in g to n
W e s t  V irg in ia
W is c o n s in
W y o m in g

F e m a le
V e te r a n s

4 . 7 0 0  
6 , 9 0 0
9 . 2 0 0
7 . 2 0 0  

2 6 , 0 0 0
9 . 6 0 0

5 6 . 3 0 0  
3 0 , 6 0 0

2 . 6 0 0
4 0 . 5 0 0
1 3 . 8 0 0
1 7 . 0 0 0
4 6 . 3 0 0  
* 4 , 6 0 0
1 6 . 8 0 0  
3 , 0 0 0

1 7 . 0 0 0  
7 2 , 8 0 0

4 , 8 0 0
3 , 4 0 0

4 2 , 9 0 0
3 3 . 5 0 0

5 . 7 0 0  
1 7 , 4 0 0
2 . 3 0 0

T O T A L 1 ,1 0 6 ,6 0 0

“ In fo rm a t io n  c o u r te s y  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  V e te ra n s  A f fa i r s  (1 9 9 2 ) .

T h e se  n u m b e rs  a re  e x c lu s iv e  o f  th e  n u m b e r  o f  w om e n  o n  a c tiv e  d u ty  a n d  in  
th e  n a t io n a l G u a rd , R e s e rv e s  a n d  C o a s t  G u a rd  in  e a ch  s ta te .
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Women In Military Service For America
Memorial Foundation, Inc.

S T A T IS T IC S  ON  W O M E N  IN  T H E  M IL IT A R Y

N u m b e r o f  W om en  o n  A ctive  D u ty  a s  o f  M a rc h  3 1 . 1 9 9 2

Active D u ty  R e se rv e  a n d  G u a rd

A rm y 7 6 , 8 8 7 6 2 , 9 5 4
Navy 5 4 , 8 4 9 2 2 , 0 0 7
A ir  F o rc e 7 0 , 9 1 7 1 5 , 5 6 7
M a rin e  C o rp s 8 ,0 4 3 1 .5 2 4

T o ta l D oD 2 1 1 , 3 6 4 1 0 2 , 0 5 2

C oa s t G u a rd 2 , 7 7 6 1 ,3 9 3

T o ta l 2 1 4 . 1 4 0 1 0 3 . 4 4 5

N u m b e r o f  w om en  w h o  se rv e d  In  O p e ra t io n  D e s e r t  S to rm , b v  S e rv ic e

A rm y  2 6 , 0 0 0
Navy 2 . 6 0 0
A ir  F o rc e  3 , 8 0 0
M a rin e  C o rp s  9 5 2
C oast G u a rd  _____ I S
T o ta l 3 3 . 3 6 5

N u m b e r o f  w om en  h e ld  P r is o n e r s  o f  W a r  d u r in g  in d iv id u a l m i li t a ry  c o n f lic ts

W o r ld  W a r  n  8 8  (a l l o f f ic e rs , a l l  n u r s e s )
D e s e r t  S t o rm  2  (o n e  d o c to r ; o n e , th e  f i r s t , e n lis te d  w om an )

N u m b e r o f  w om en  w h o  se rv e d  in  th e  m i li t a r y  c o n f lic ts

C iv il W a r 6 ,0 0 0
S p a n is h /A m e r ic a n  W a r 1 ,5 0 0
W o r ld  W a r  I 3 4 , 0 0 0
W o r ld  W a r  H 4 0 0 .0 0 0 +
K o re a 2 2 .0 0 0
V ie tn am 7 ,5 0 0
G renad a 1 1 6
Panam a 1 ,2 0 0
D e se rt  S to rm 3 3 , 3 6 5



Dept. 560 
Washington. D .C. 20042-0560 

(705) 533-1155 I-800-222-229-1 (703) 931-4208 (RAX)

W o m e n  In Military Service For America
Memorial Foundation, Inc.

A  S U M M A R Y  H I S T O R Y  O F  
W O M E N ’S  S E R V I C E  I N  T H E  M I L I T A R Y

T h e  h is t o ry  o f  A m e ric a 's  m i li t a r y  w om en  b eg in s  w ith  the  b i r t h  o f  o u r  n a t io n . It  Is 
a  d ra m a t ic  s t o r y  o f  p e rs is te n c e , c o u ra g e  a n d  fo re s ig h t  in  th e  fa c e  o f  r e p e a te d  f r u s t r a ­
t io n s  a n d  th e  b u i lt - in  in s t i t u t io n a l re s is ta n c e  o f  th e  t ra d it io n -b o u n d  m i li t a r y  s u b c u ltu re . 
It  is s e t  a g a in s t  th e  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  p eace  a n d  w a r . o f  s o c ia l e v o lu t io n  a n d  o f  a d v a n c em en t 
In  th e  te c h n o lo g y  o f  w a r fa re .

D u r in g  th e  1 8 t h  a n d  1 9 th  c e n tu r ie s , w om e n  w e re  r o u t in e ly  p r e s e n t  w ith  th e  
a rm ie s  in  b a t t le . In d e e d , w ith  c o n s ta n t  m a n p o w e r  s h o r ta g e s , s u s t a in in g  W a s h in g to n 's  
a rm y  d u r in g  th e  A m e r ic a n  R e v o lu t io n  in  f ie ld  o r  In  g a r r is o n  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  n e x t - to -  
im p o s s ib le  w ith o u t  w om en . W o m e n  a ls o  w e re  h i re d  em p lo y e e s , a n d  th e  m e d ic a l s e r ­
v ice , fo r  e x am p le , w a s  a llow e d  one  m a t ro n  a n d  te n  n u r s e s  p e r  h u n d re d  w o u n d e d .

I t  w a s  c o m m o n  a n d  a c c e p te d  p ra c t ic e  fo r  p o o r  b u t  r e s p e c ta b le  w iv e s , m o th e r s  
an d  d a u g h te rs  to go a lo n g  w ith  th e ir  m en  w h en  th e y  w e n t o f f  w ith  th e  a rm y ; o fte n , th e y  
h a d  n o  p ra c t ic a l a lt e rn a t iv e . W o m e n  a ls o  s e rv e d  In  le s s -c o n v e n t io n a l c a p a c it ie s , a n d  in  
th e ir  l i t t le - k n o w n  h is t o r y  a re  m a n y  s to r ie s  o f  w om en  m a s q u e ra d in g  s u c c e s s fu l ly  a s  m a le  
s o ld ie r s  u n t i l  w o u n d e d  a n d  m e d ic a l a t t e n t io n  re v e a le d  th e i r  d e c e p t io n . In  th e  W a r  o f  
1 8 1 2 , th e  " f i r s t  g i r l M a rin e "  is  re p u te d  to h a v e  s e rv e d  f o r  th re e  y e a r s  o n  th e  U S S  C o n s t i­
tu t io n  a s  G eo rg e  B a k e r .

D u r in g  th e  C iv il W a r , w om en  o n  b o th  s id e s  b e c am e  a c tiv e  o n  a n  u n p re c e d e n te d  
s c a le , a s  m a n y  o f  th e  s o c ia l c o n v e n t io n s  w e re  s e t  a s id e . In  a d d it io n  to  th e i r  u s u a l fu n c ­
t io n s  o f  n u r s in g , c o o k in g , s ew in g  a n d  fo ra g in g  fo r  s u p p lie s , m a n y  w om e n  — b o t h  b la c k  
a n d  w h ite  -- s e rv e d  a  s a b o te u rs , s c o u ts  a n d  c o u r ie rs . T h e y  le d  t ro o p s  in to  b a t t le  a s  c o lo r  
b e a re rs , b lew  u p  b r id g e s , c u t te le g ra p h  w ire s , b u rn e d  a r s e n a ls  a n d  w a re h o u s e s , a n d  h e lp  
p r i s o n e r s  a n d  s la v e s  e s c a p e . O n e  w o m a n , D r .  M a ry  W a lk e r ,  w a s  a w a rd e d  th e  
C o n g re s s io n a l M e d a l o f  H o n o r  fo r  h e r  c o n t r ib u t io n s .

In  th e  S p a n is h -A m e r ic a n  W a r  o f  1 8 9 8 ,  a n  e p id em ic  o f  ty p h o id  fe v e r  fo rc e d  th e  
re c ru itm e n t  o f  w om en  b y  th e  A rm y  u n d e r  a  c iv i lia n  c o n t ra c t . E v e n tu a l ly . 1 ,5 0 0  se rv e d , 
le a d in g  in i t ia l ly  to th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  th e  A rm y  N u rs e  C o rp s  In  1 9 0 1 ,  a n d  la t e r  to  th e  fo r ­
m a t io n  o f  th e  N avy  N u rs e  C o rp s  in  1 9 0 8 .  W h e n  in v o lv e m e n t  in  W o r ld  W a r  I  b e c am e  
In e v ita b le , th e  n u r s in g  s e rv ic e s  w e re  o rg a n iz e d  a n d  re a d y  to se rv e , b u t  f u l l  m i l i t a r y  s ta tu s  
w o u ld  n o t  b e  a c c o rd e d  w om e n  u n t i l  1 9 4 8 .

D u r in g  W o r ld  W a r  I . ' b o th  th e  N avy  a n d  M a r in e  C o rp s  e n lis te d  w om e n  a s  c le rk s , 
t r a n s la t o r s ,  a n d  r a d io  e le c t r ic ia n s , w ith  a b o u t  1 2 ,0 0 0  s e rv in g , a lo n g  w ith  a  few  in  th e  
C o a s t G u a rd . A b o u t  2 3 . 0 0 0  A rm y  a n d  N avy  n u r s e s  s e rv e d  in  f ie ld  h o s p i t a ls  a n d  in  m o ­
b i le , e v a c u a t io n , b a s e , a n d  c o n v a le s c e n t  h o s p ita ls ,  o n  t ro o p  t ra in s  a n d  t r a n s p o r t  s h ip s . 
S om e  d ie d , s o m e  w e re  w o u n d e d  a n d  m a n y  w e re  d e c o ra te d , in c lu d in g  th r e e  w h o  r e ­
ce ived  th e  D is t in g u is h e d  S e rv ic e  C ro s s , a  c om b a t  m e d a l s e c o n d  o n ly  to  th e  C o n g re s ­
s io n a l M ed a l o f  H o n o r .

W o r ld  W a r  I I  s aw  th e  f i r s t  c la s s  o f  fe m a le  o ff ic e rs  In  the  h is t o ry  o f  th e  U .S .  A rm ed  
F o rc e s  a s s e m b le d  f o r  t r a in in g  a t  F o r t  D e s  M o in e s , Iow a , in  J u ly  o f  1 9 4 2 .  E v e n tu a l ly , 
m o re  th a n  4 0 0 . 0 0 0  w om en  — a l l  v o lu n te e rs  — s e rv e d  in  a l l  b ra n c h e s  a n d  In  a l l  m i li t a ry  
th e a te rs . T h e  c a s u a lt ie s , m o re  t h a n  2 0 0 ,  in c lu d e d  A rm y  n u r s e s  a n d  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  
W om en  A ir fo rc e  S e rv ic e  P i lo t s , a n d  th e re  w e re  8 8  w om e n  h e ld  a s  p r is o n e r s  o f  w a r .



U n t i l d e m o b i liz a t io n  b e g an  In  1 9 4 5 ,  w om en 's  s e rv ic e  in  th e  m i li t a ry  h a d  fo llow ed  
m u c h  th e  s am e  p a t te rn  a s  W a sh in g to n 's  a rm y  in  the  A m e r ic a n  R e v o lu t io n . W h e n  th e  w a r 
w as  o v e r , th e  C o n t in e n ta l A rm y  d isb a n d e d , le a v in g  a  fo rc e  th e  s ize  o f  a  C o rp o ra l's  g u a rd  - 
- s om e  8 0  m en . W om en  w e re  n o t  g ra n te d  fu l l  a n d  p e rm a n e n t  m i li t a ry  s ta tu s  in  th e  U .S . 
A rm ed  F o rc e s  u n t i l  t h a t  a t t i t u d e  tow a rd  p re p a re d n e s s  c h a n g e d . A t th e  c lo s e  o f  W o r ld  
W a r  n , w h e n  th e  e x o d u s  h o m e  b e g an , m i li t a r y  le a d e r s  b e g an  to  h a v e  s e c o n d  th o u g h ts  
a b o u t  le t t in g  a l l  th e  w om en  go . A t G e n e ra l D w ig h t D . E is e n h o w e r ’s  d ire c t io n , le g is la t io n  
w as d ra fte d  to e s ta b lis h  a  W om en 's  A rm y  C o rp s  in  th e  R e g u la r  a n d  R e se rv e  o f  th e  p eace ­
tim e A rm y . I t  d ied  in  c o n t ro v e rs y  b u t  le d  to th e  In te g ra t io n  A ct. p a s s e d  b y  C o n g re s s  a s  
th e  W om en 's  A rm ed  S e rv ic e s  A c t o f  1 9 4 8 .  O n  J u n e  12  o f  th a t  y e a r , P re s id e n t  H a r r y  S . 
T ru m a n  s ig n ed  th e  m e a s u re  th a t  f in a l ly  e s ta b lis h e d  a  p e rm a n e n t  p la c e  fo r  w om e n  In  the 
A rm y , N avy , A ir  F o rc e  a n d  M a r in e  C o rp s .

T h e  In te g r a t io n  A c t d id  n o t  g u a ra n te e  e q u ity  f o r  m i li t a r y  w om en , a n d  a f t e r  the  
d e b a c le  o f  a n  i l l- p la n n e d  r e c ru i t in g  p ro g ra m  d u r in g  th e  K o re a n  W a r . w om en 's  p ro g ra m s  
in  the  s u b s e q u e n t  C o ld  W a r  y e a r s  b a r e ly  s u rv iv e d . W om en 's  ro le s  In  th e  m i li t a ry , o n c e  a  
ro u te  to  e d u c a t io n  a n d  jo b s  p re v io u s ly  re s e rv e d  fo r  m e n . b e c am e  to k e n  in  th e  fi f t ie s  a n d  
e a r ly  s ix t ie s  - -  t o le ra te d  b u t  n o t  ta k e  s e r io u s ly . In s t e a d  o f  s e rv in g  a s  a  s p r in g b o a rd  fo r  
fu r t h e r  in te g ra t io n  a n d  e q u a li t y  fo r  w o m a n , th e  A c t h a d  b e c om e  th e  b a s e  o f  a  s y s tem  o f  
in s t i t u t io n a l s e g re g a t io n  a n d  u n e q u a l t r e a tm e n t . U n l ik e  th e i r  p re d e c e s s o r s  in  W o r ld  
W a r  I I  a n d  K o re a . A m e r ic a n  s e rv ic ew om e n  w e re  n o t  ta x i in g  a i r c r a f t ,  r u n n in g  m o to r  
p o o ls  o r  te a c h in g  a e r ia l g u n n e ry . T h e  P e n ta g on 's  o f f ic ia l a t t i tu d e  w a s  th a t  w om e n  w ou ld  
n o t  b e  em p lo y e d  a t  J o b s  t h a t  "a re  n o t  in  c o n fo rm a n c e  w ith  th e  p r e s e n t  c u l t u r a l  p a t te rn  
o f  u t i l iz in g  w om en 's  s e rv ic e s  in  th is  c o u n t ry ."  T h is  s i t u a t io n , h ow ev e r , c h a n g e d  w h en  
th e  d e m a n d  f o r  r e c ru i tm e n t  f o r  th e  w a r  in  V ie tn a m  c o u ld  n o t  b e  m e t  w ith  a v a i la b le  
m a n p ow e r o f  a c c e p ta b le  q u a li t y  a n d  u lt im a te ly  r e s u lt e d  in  a  ren ew ed  e x p a n s io n  o f  ro le s  
fo r  w om an .

T h e  n e x t  s te p  w a s  r e a l in te g ra t io n : th e  a b o li t io n  o f  s e p a ra te  s e rv ic e s  f o r  w om en  
m i li t a r y  m em b e rs . T h e  A rm y 's  C h ie f  o f  S ta f f ,  G e n e ra l B e r n a rd  W . R o g e rs , re c o g n iz e d  
th a t  s u p p o r t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  f r o m  th e  to p  to  th e  v e ry  b o t to m  o f  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  a n d  s e n t
a  m e s s a g e  to  h is  c o m m a n d e rs  In  M a ry , 1 9 7 8 , e m p h a s iz in g  th e  A rm y "s  c o m m itm e n t  to
In te g ra t io n  o f  w om en  a n d  to  a c c o m p lis h in g  it  " sm o o th ly  a n d  ra p id ly :"

Q u a li f ie d  w om e n  n o w  h a v e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  s e rv e  in  a l l  b u t  a  few  
sp ec ific  c om b a t u n i t s  a n d  c o m b a t  s p e c ia lt ie s . In  a v a i lin g  th em se lv e s  

. o f  th e  o p p o r tu n ity , w om en , l ik e  th e ir  m a le  c o u n te rp a r t s , m u s t  a c c ep t 
th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  s h a r in g  a l l  r i s k s  a n d  e n d u r in g  a l l  h a rd s h ip s  
in h e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  s p e c ia lt y .  S o m e  p e o p le  b e lie v e  t h a t  w o m e n  
s o ld ie rs  w i l l  n o t  b e  d e p lo y e d  in  th e  even t o f  h o s t i li t ie s , t h a t  th e y  a r e  
o n ly  to  b e  p a r t - t im e  s o ld ie r s  — h e re  in  p e a c e , g o n e  in  w a r . S o m e  
w om en  a re  b e in g  u s e d  in  s k i l l s  o th e r  t h a n  th o s e  fo r  w h ic h  th e y  w e re
t ra in e d  a n d  s o m e  a r e  b e in g  e x c u se d  f r o m  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  u n i t  d u t ie s .
T h e  A rm y  c a n n o t  o p e ra te  e ffe c t iv e ly  in  th is  m a n n e r . W o m e n  a re  a n  
e s s e n t ia l p a r t  o f  th e  fo rc e : th e y  w i l l d e p lo y  w ith  th e ir  u n it s  a n d  th e y  
w ill s e rv e  in  th e  s k i l l s  in  w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  t r a in e d . . .  T h e  f i r s t  
c o n s id e ra t io n s  in  th e  a s s ig n m e n t  o f  w om e n  in  th e  A rm y  h a v e  b e e n , 
a n d  w i l l c o n t in u e  to  b e , t h e  m is s io n  o f  th e  A rm y  I t s e l f ,  a n d  th e  
u n iq u e ly  d e m a n d in g  n a tu r e  o f  A rm y  se rv ic e  in  w a rt im e . W ith in  th a t  
c o n te x t , w o m e n  c a n  m a k e  m a n y  im p o r t a n t  c o n t r ib u t io n s ; in d e e d  
th e y  a re  d o in g  s o  n ow . T h e  b u rd e n  w h ic h  r e s t s  o n  le a d e rs  a t  e v e ry  
le v e l is  to  p ro v id e  k n o w le d g e a b le , u n d e r s t a n d in g , a f f i rm a t iv e  a n d  
e v e n -h a n d e d  le a d e rs h ip  to  a l l  o u r  s o ld ie rs .



C le a r ly , w om en  a re  a n d  c o n t in u e  to be a n  e s s e n t ia l fa c to r  in  th e  v o lu n t e e r  s e r ­
v ices , q u a li ta t iv e ly  a n d  q u a n t ita t iv e ly . I n  19Y 9  fo r e x am p le , h a d  th e  s e rv ic e s  n o t  e n lis te d  
s om e  4 2 , 0 0 0  w om en , re c ru it in g  s h o r t f a l ls  w ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  even  la r g e r .  T h e i r  a b i l i t y  to 
m ee t 1 9 8 0  re c ru it in g  g o a ls  w a s  d u e  in  la rg e  p a r t  to th e  e n lis tm e n t  o f  5 0 , 0 0 0  w om en , 
th e  la rg e s t  n u m b e r  o f  w om en  s in c e  W o r ld  W a r  II .

I n  1 9 8 8 , th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe n s e  w ro te  to th e  S e rv ic e  S e c re ta r ie s  t h a t  d e c is io n s  
th a t  m i li t a ry  w om en  c o u ld  b e  a s s ig n e d  to m is s io n s  a n d  u n it s  u n d e r  th e  c o m b a t  e x c lu s io n  
law s  b u t  o n ly  w ith  th e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  be  a s s ig n e d  to  th e m  b o t h  in  
p e a c e tim e  a n d  d u r in g  c o n f lic t . H e  s a id  th e y  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  a s s ig n e d  d u t ie s  w h ic h  th e y  
c ou ld  n o t  fu l f i l l  d u r in g  m o b i liz a t io n  o r  n a t io n a l em e rg en c y  s in c e  th e re  w o u ld  b e  n o  p la n s  
o r  in s t ru c t io n s  to rem ove  o r  e v a c u a te  th em

R e c e n t h is t o ry  h a s  ra is e d  th e  a w a re n e s s  o f  A m e r ic a n  p u b lic  a b o u t  w o m e n  in  th e  
m ili ta ry . A  few  w om en  h a d  d ep lo y e d  w ith  th e ir  u n it s  to th e  is la n d  o f  G re n a d a . H ow eve r, 
w h e n  s o m e  c om m an d e rs  r e a liz e d  th e y  w e re  th e re , th e  w o m e n  w e re  o rd e r e d  b a c k  to 
th e ir  U n ite d  S ta te s  b a s e s . E v e n tu a l ly , th a t  o rd e r  w a s  l i f t e d  a n d  th e  w o m e n  c o n t in u e d  
th e ir  d u t ie s  w ith o u t  fa n fa r e . W om en  s e rv ic em em b e rs  a ls o  d e p lo y e d  to  P a n a m a  a lth o u g h  
the s to r ie s  o f  th e ir  p e r fo rm a n c e  te n d e d  to o v e rs h a d ow  th e i r  a c tu a l c o n t r ib u t io n s .

I t  w a s  O p e ra t io n  D e s e r t  S t o rm  in  th e  P e r s ia n  G u lf ,  h ow eve r, w h ic h  p ro v e d  to  b e  a  
d e te rm in in g  fa c to r  in  w om en 's  fu t u r e s  a s  m em b e rs  o f  th e  m i li t a r y .  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  
W o m e n ’s  R e s e a rc h  a n d  E d u c a t io n  In s t i t u t e ,  m o re  t h a n  3 3 , 3 0 0  U .S .  m i l i t a r y  w om e n  
se rv e d  in  k e y  c o m b a t - s u p p o r t  p o s i t io n s .  T h e y  p i lo t e d  a n d  c rew ed  p la n e s  a n d  h e l i ­
c o p te rs . d ire c te d  a r t i l le r y ,  d ro v e  t r u c k s ,  r a n  p r i s o n - o f -w a r  fa c i li t ie s , s e rv e d  o n  s u p p o r t  
a n d  r e p a i r  s h ip s  a n d  Ln p o r t  s e c u r i ty  u n it s  a n d  c o n s t ru c t io n  b a t ta lio n s , a n d  d id  a  m y r ia d  
o f  o th e r  J o b s  c ru c ia l to  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  O p e ra t io n s  D e s e r t  S h ie ld /D e s e r t  S t o rm . A n d . o f  
c o u rs e , m a n y  w om en  se rv e d  in  th e  v i t a l  m ed ic a l a n d  a d m in is t r a t iv e  J o b s  w h e re  w om en  
a lw ay s  h a v e  b e e n  w e ll- re p re s e n te d .

A s a  r e s u lt  o f  th e ir  p e r fo rm a n c e , b o th  th e  S e n a te  a n d  th e  H o u s e  o f  R e p re s e n ta ­
tives p a s s e d  le g is la t io n  li f t in g  th e  c om b a t  e x c lu s io n  law s  a s  th e y  p e r t a in  to  w o m e n  s e rv ­
ing  In  a v ia t io n .

T o d a y , m o re  th a n  4 0 0 , 0 0 0  w om e n  a re  o n  a c t iv e  d u ty , a n d  in  th e  N a t io n a l G u a rd ' 
a n d  th e  R e se rv e s  o f  th e  A rm y , M a r in e  C o rp s , N avy , A ir  F o rc e  a n d  C o a s t  G u a rd , a n d  c om ­
p r is e  m o re  th a n  1 1 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  a c t iv e  d u ty  p e r s o n n e l a n d  1 3  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  r e a d y  re ­
se rv e s  o f  th e  c o u n t r y ’s  a rm e d  fo rc e s . I t  is  e s t im a te d  t h a t  th e re  a r e  m o re  t h a n  1 .2  m il­
lio n  liv in g  w om en  v e te ra n s .

I t  is  In te n d ed  th a t  th e  W o m e n  I n  M ili ta ry  S e rv ic e  F o r  A m e r ic a  M e m o r ia l,  th e  f i r s t  
to  h o n o r  w om en 's  c o n t r ib u t io n s  in  th e  d e fe n se  o f  o u r  n a t io n , w i l l  h e lp  w r i te  t h e i r  h is ­
to ry  fo r  a l l  to  re a d . T h e  m e m o r ia l's  u n iq u e  in c lu s io n  o f  a l l  th e  w o m e n , in  a l l  th e  w a rs  
fa ced  b y  th e  c o u n t ry  — f r o m  th e  A m e ric a n  R e v o lu t io n  th r o u g h  th e  P e r s ia n  G u l f  — a n d  in  
p e a c e tim e , is  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  th e  p u b lic  re c o g n it io n  o f  a  p a r t  o f  o u r  c o l le c t iv e  h e r ­
itag e  th a t  h a s  gone u n n o t ic e d  fo r  to o  lo n g . T h e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  m e m o r ia l ,  a t  th e  c e re ­
m o n ia l e n t ra n c e  to th e  n a t io n 's  m o s t -h a llo w e d  re s t in g  p la c e  f o r  its  m i li t a r y  a n d  n a t io n a l 
h e ro e s , is  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  s e t t in g . T h e  g o a l o f  th e  m e m o r ia l's  c u l t u r a l  a n d  e d u c a t io n a l 
c e n te r  is  to  t e l l  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  d e d ic a t io n , c o m m itm e n t  a n d  s a c r i f ic e  o f  w o m e n  in  
p a r tn e rs h ip  w ith  m e n  in  s e rv ic e  to  t h e i r  c o u n t ry , a n d  to  in s p ire  o u r  y o u t h  to  e m u la te  
these  w om en , to fo l lo w  a n d  to s u rp a s s  th em .
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BURROWS: Worked 
behind ihe scenes in 
World War II

Pholos by Woman In Military Service Momorial
IN VIETNAM: Carol Kenelick DeMeo. now 47, says it was espe­
cially hard for women to feel af predated for serving in that war.

ROSSI; Helicopter 
pilot died day after 
gulf war ended

50-state tribute 
for the women 
of Desert Storm

Today's tribute in Washington kicks of! a 50-state campaign to honor the women who served in Operation Desert Storm, and to raise money to build a memori­al to all U.S. military women.Authorizes by Congress in 1086, the memorial •« elated to go up in Arlington National Cemetery by 1903. Plans call for a computer database with pho­tographs and information on ev­ery woman who has served.About 60,000 of the estimated 
1.6 million military women are in the database so far.The privately funded memo­rial will cost $25 million, liaised so far: $3 million.For more information, call Women m Military Service for America Memorial Foundation at 800-172-5883.

By Tracy Watmer USA TODAY
Forty-seven years ago to­day, Staff Sgt. Paula Burrows was nervously wailing and watching as the D-day inva­sion unfolded in France, car­rying out plans she had care­fully helped orchestrate.Site stood watch from an office outside London — be­hind the scenes and away from ihe battle lines, like most of the 400,000-plus U.S. women who served in World War II. Burrows received a Bronze Star for her work.Today, her fellow female soldiers get their due when lu­minaries join military women and families at ceremonies at the Capitol in Washington.The celebrators hope to erect a memorial to honor the estimated 1.6 million women who have served in the U.S. military since Ihe Revolutionary War.When Chinook helicopter pilot Marie Rossi died a day after Ihe Persian Gulf war ended — and a week after she captured the hearts of many Americans through a CNN interview — her parents decided to turn their loss Into a gift to military women.They'll be on hand at to­day’s tribute, where Marie will be honored as a highly visible symbol of women who for so long have been largely invisible to the public."It’s not just about my

daughter. It’s about all (be women who served," says Gertrude Nolan Rossi.Agnes Jensen Mangerich, 76, is one.A World War II Army flight nurse, her lour nearly ended in disaster, when a cargo plane carrying Mangerich and 29 oilier nurses, medics and crew was shot down over Albania In November 1043.

The next two months were a horror of dysentery, ty­phoid, malnutrition and mid­night hikes through German lines as the group was guided by frightened, hungry Albani­an sympathizers to a rescue boat on the Adriatic coast."When I think about it now, the hairs just stand up on my head,” says Mangerich. “You know, when you’re 20 you Just

think you’re Invincible."Betsy Ross Menin, 58, liked her Korean War service."I’d do it again if 1 was young enough,” says Menin, who joined the Marines when she was 19. She spent eight years working the jobs avail­able to women — stenogra­pher, clerk, court reporter and dritl instructor.In Vietnam, between being

a female and dealing with widespread anti-war feelings at home, i; was bard to feel appreciated, says Carol Kene- fick DeMeo, 47."You just buried your feel­ings. It was a time you didn’t talk about,” says DeMeo, now a civilian nurse. “The memo­rial is important. It will help.”
►- Snapshot, 1A

(C opyright 1 9 9 1 , USA TODAY. Reprinted with permission.)
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M e m o r i a l  c r e a t e d  
f o r  w o m e n ’ s  r o l e
i n  m n e d

By N A N CY P R IC E
riMES WITTER

W ilhelm ina D an ie ls le ft  her 
New Orleans home a t the age of 
20 to en list in  the Coast G uard  
during World W ar I f ,  c r is sc ro ss­
ing the United S ta tes as a  radio 
operator.

The east Anchorage resident 
describes he r ca re e r In the Coast 
Guard as " tw o  re a lly  n ice  ye a rs  
of m y life ”  but th inks It Is  tim e 
women vets had m ore than the ir 
mem ories to com m em orate 
th e ir se rv ice  in the U .S . arm ed 
forces.

She and 60,000 other women 
vets want a perm anent reg is try  
and m em oria l fo r the women 
who have served  in  the coun try 's 
m ilita ry .

" I  th ink I t ’s  a g reat Idea , I  
re a lly  do ," she sa id . “ An aw fu l 
lot of women In the se rv ic e  went 
overseas (du ring  W orld W ar I I ) -

" I  th ink we did our p a rt, we 
did the sam e things In  m y depart­
ment that the men d id . I  th in k  we 
d ese rves m em o ria l.”  1

Danie ls Is  one of m ore than 
60.000 women ve ts  who have 
registered w ith  the Women In  
M ilita ry  Se rv ice  M em o ria l. I  bp 
reg iste r w il l be housed eventu-

s e r v i c e s
‘ T t h i n k  w e  d id  o u r  

p a r t ,  w e  d id  t h e  
s a m e  t h in g s  in  m y  ' 
d e p a r tm e n t  t h a t  
t h e  m e n  d id .  I  t h i n k  
w e  d e s e r v e  a  
m e m o r i a l . ’— Willtebnina Daniels 

Anchorage  resident

a l ly  In a m em oria l cen te r to be 
constructed  a t the A rling ton  N a­
tiona l C em ete ry 's  H em lcyc le  
and m arked  by 10 g low ing g la ss 
sp ire s .

T h e  Women In  M ilit a ry  S e r­
v ic e  M em o ria l Foundation hopes 
to reg is te r the na tion 's e stim ated  
1.6 m illio n  se rv icew o m en  who 
have  se rved  from  the R e vo lu ­
t io n a ry  W ar to the p resen t. T h e ir  
li ls to r ie s  and photographs w il l be 
entered in  a com puter re g is te r 
tha t w il l  be a cce ss ib le  to the m e­
m o r ia l's  v is ito rs ;

B u t the m em oria l s t i l l  fa ce s a 
few  hu rd les, spokeswom en R ae  
Lee  sa id  F r id a y .

Tlmn »*>•*• kr MICHACL DIN** IN
W ilh e lm in a  D an ie ls  is re g is te re d  fo r Ih e  W o m e n 's  V e te ra n s  M e m o ria l in W a sh in g fo n , D .C .

Th e  foundation, headed by re­
tired  A ir  Fo rce  B r ig . G en . W ilm a 
L .  Vaught, Is  try ing  to ra ise  J15 
m illio n  toward the m e m o ria l’s 
co nstru ctio n  and s t i l l  m ust w in 
app rova l of Its  design from  three 
W ashington com m ittees. Lee 
sa id .

T h e  m em o ria l's  estab lish ing  
leg is la t io n  exp ire s In Novem ber, 
but leg is la tio n  a lre ad y  lia s  been 
In troduced to extend the con­
g ress io na l m andate fo r two more 
y e a rs , she sa id .

Women ve te rans nnd the ir

fa m ilie s  a re  being asked to con­
tr ib u te  $25 toward the reg is try , 
but reg istra tio n s a re  accepted 
reg a rd le ss  of a b ility  to pay, Lee 
sa id .

T h e  foundation even  has a  toll- 
fre e  num ber — 1-800-222-2294 — 
fo r  reg is tra tio n s and contribu­
tio n s .

C a ro lyn  Van L a a r  of K e tc h i­
ka n  Is  t ry in g  to lo ca le  A la ska 's  
e s tim a te d  4,000 women vets.

V a n  L a a r , b e rse lf a World 
W a r  I I  ve t who served  as a N avy 
W A V E . Is  one of the m em oria l's

570 fie ld  rep resen ta tives . She has 
kep t busy la te ly , contacting  te le­
v is io n  and rad io  sta tio n s to get 
pub lic  se rv ic e  announcem ents 
b roadcast, getting announce­
m ents posted in  re tirem en t 
hom es and organizing booties In a 
K e tch ika n  m a ll.

T h e  sea rch  fo r wom en ve t­
e ran s has not been e a sy . Van 
L a a r  sa id .

'T h e y ’ re  a l l  h id ing, but I ’m 
rinding th e m ," the K e tch ika n  
lodge ow ner sa id .
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njamin Forgey
poo Pwt Surf Wmtr
in Military Service for ial, like so many others, nd downs. Conceived by a > from New York, it start- aded up short, began high low, originated as a se­als and finished as flat as Washington skyline, g is a happy surprise: As >ehest of the Washington ilishment, the design is hrough a splendid one.
ated at the entrance to Ar- l Cemetery, the memorial nstitute a significant addi- s catalogue of special plac-

The if factors are big. After the second of two triumphant design review hearings this week, retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Wilma L. Vaught, president of the memo­rial foundation, pointed out that with $1 million in hand, the foundation remains $13 million short of the amount needed to build the structure A congressionally mandated deadline lcums. Vaught and col­leagues have but 15 months to raise the hefty sum.And despite conceptual approvals by the National Capital Planning Commission on Wednesday and the Commission of Fine Arts on Thursday, the design still faces preservation reviews. The federal Advisory Council on Historic Preserva­tion and Virginia's historic preservation officer have yet to utter their critical judgments.

But the memorial clearly deserves broad support. Symbolically it is a perfect gesture in a proper place at a fitting mo­
ment. Women have served this country in the military from the Revolutionary War to the present day, and have done so against major odds and obstacles. But their contri­butions have gone vastly underre- cognized in the national pantheon that is Washington. By prominently honoring all who served, and not just this or that branch in this or that conflict, the memorial finally would correct a long-lasting mistake.

Aesthetically, the design is a gem. Encompassing the neoclassical, semicircular wall at the entrance to the cemetery, the memorial as de­signed by architects Marion Gail Weiss and Michael Manfredi would positively transform the wall and the space around itAs it now stands, the 60-year-old retaining wall admirably if grandilo­quently performs a single function:It is the end piece of the visual axis linking the Lincoln. Memorial across Washington's prettiest bridge to the cemetery and Arlington House (the Custis-Lee Mansion) up above. The beauty and symbolic resonance of this view rarely fail to impress. Con­necting north and south of a once-di­vided republic, the vista embodies the nation's profound collective memories and its high aspirations.But the role of the granite hemi- cycie, with its blind niches and its tall central apse, is best appreciated from a distance. Up close, shrouded by haphazard plantings at its base, it is an unvisited and almost unvisitable dead space. Up very close, it is obvi-

Y  S U R P R I S E

inch thr  design for the Women in M ilitary S frr ire  . 
a M anorial a perfect gesture in a pro/ter p a r e  at a
lll'llt. . . C T V I  C



ously a wreck, its heavy stones dis­colored and chipped, its joints cakec*. with rock-hard calcined salts.It may be, as Vaught believes, that the initial, competition-winning Weiss-Manfredi design did not re­ceive a fair hearing. Featuring 10 39-foot-tall, translucent, inner-lit glass pylons set in an arc on the ter­race atop the hemicycle, it was op­posed from the outset by the Nation­al Park Service, Arlington Ceme­tery's caretaker, and the pylons were negotiated out of existence be­hind dosed doors. Whether justified or not, this kind of opposition usually rroduces unsatisfactory design re­sults, the sorts of compromises we've witnessed in the designs of the memorials to the veterans of the Vietnam and Korean wars.Not this time. To their everlasting credit, Weiss and Manfredi jetti­soned their disappointment and went back to basics, focusing again on the fundamental purposes of the memo­rial and their own deep responses to the site. The relative merits of the two designs are of course debatable, but the fortunate outcome is not. The revised design is sensitive, in­ternally consistent and subtly poetic.It offers a wonderful opportunity to fix what is broken at this important spot, physically and symbolically.
In fact, it promises great improve­ment, changing a passive place to an active one, transforming a retaining wall into a handsome building facade, and resurrecting for public enjoy­ment an exhilarating view of monu­mental Washington, on the one side, and of the great cemetery on the other.The crucial decision was to elimi­nate the pylons altogether, rather than to try some stubby in-between. Instead, the architects created a slightly tilted bank of cast-glass “pages" or “tablets," each inscribed with a fitting quotation from a wom­an veteran, and running the entire length of the high terrace behind the hemicycle. At the base of the herai- cycle will be a paved “Court of Hon­or" with a centered, circuiar reflect­ing pool, framed by formal bosques of trees. Generous openings will be cut in the northern and southern ex­tremities of the wall; behind the wall will be a curved gallery and a se­quence of rooms—a 250-seat audi­torium, a “register room" containing computerized information on individ­ual veterans, a special exhibition hall and offices.

Water plays a major part. It will flow continuously over the tablets, symbolizing “singular voices,” to be gathered as a “chorus of voices" in a sheetlike waterfall at the central apse, ana from there to flow in a nar­row channel into the reflecting pool, completing the story. Likewise, the role of light is intrinsic. The translu­cent pages will softly illuminate the interior spaces during the day; the shadowy inscriptions, moving in sun­dial fashion, will play mysteriously on interior surfaces. At night the subtly lit niches and pages ’will con­tribute a fitting new note to the stunning view from across the Poto­mac.Cri.ical to the success of the de­sign is the idea of ascension. In a bold move, the architects propose to place stairwells in four of the hemi- cycle niches. If there is a stumbling block in the historic preservation re­view process, this is likely to be it— the stairwells are a major change. But the benefits are immense. These passages, visible through glass panels in the gallery, unify the space inside and outside. And they tie the memorial together bottom to top, thereby reclaiming that magnifi­cent, still perspective up to Arling­ton House and the dynamic view back to the always moving city. Re­viewers are strongly urged to con­sider the stairwells as a completion of the architecture, a brilliant, up-to- date realization of its full potential.As to the comparative qualities of the two designs, well, something may have been lost in the change. The “candles," as the competition ju­rors so nicely called the pylons, pos­sessed an undeniable, poetic power. They could have been lit oh-so-soft- ly, like a necklace on the plush dark­ness of the Arlington hill.But something definitely was gained. It's not simply that Vaught had the tactical sense to realize the argument would have gone on and on. though that she did. It's that Marion Weiss and Michael Manfredi, by rethinking the entire design, were able to produce a wholly satis­fying substitute. The second design is safer than the first, in some partic­ulars more unified, and, in all re­spects save one, as evocative.
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W o m e n  I n  M i l i t a r y  S e r v ic e  F o r  A m e r ic a  M e m o r i a l

D e s ig n  Co n c e pt

The .Women in M ilitary Service fo^ America Memorial will honor all 
servicewomen, past and present. The data register, in the Memorial's educational 
center, will tell their stories of service, sacrifice, and achievement in the defense of 
our country.

The Memorial site, the main gate of Arlington National Cemetery, is defined by 
an existing hemicycle wall completed in 1932 by the renowned architectural firm 
of McKim, Meade & White.

A broad and simply landscaped plaza forms the front of the Memorial. The 
circular reflecting pool in the forecourt marks the beginning of the journey for the 
visitor. An amphitheater of stone terraces extends to the face of the hemicycle 
wall and connects to a public terrace above by a series of ascending stairs which 
pass through arches in the hemicycle wall, framing views into the cemetery and 
toward the city.

The upper public terrace is marked by an arc of glass “pages'’ bearing 
inscriptions by and about the women who have served. Their words are etched 
upon the individual pages of glass, bearing witness to the history of women's 
contributions from the American Revolution through Desert Storm. A number of 
pages will remain unmarked, awaiting the contributions of future generations.

During the day, the sunlight passing through the arc of glass will cast the 
shadow of the inscriptions onto the walls of the gallery in the Memorial Center 
behind the hemicycle wall. Like the shadow of a sundial, the shadow of quotes 
will change with every passing hour, marking the continuous passage of time.

A thin veil of water descending over the inscriptions “carries'’ their singular 
voices to a collecting pool behind the central niche; the "voices" pass together 
through the niche forming a collective voice symbolized by the sound of the falling 
water. These voices finally come to rest at the reflecting pool, signaling the 
completion of their story.
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