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HOUSE BILL NO. 117 NAME MANVEL H. OLSON BRIDGE (SCHROCK RD.)

"An Act naming the Manvil H. Olson Bridge."
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[ ] fiscal impact_________________________
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S k n .
1993 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

N  _ j __

Bill Version: HD 117
F I S C A L  N O T E  (H) Publish Date: 3 / 1 / 9 3

R e v is io n  D a te : 
T i t le :

S p o n s o r :
R e q u e s to r

Name Mavil H. Olson Bridge 
(Schrock Road)
Menard, Camev

Department Affected: 
BRU:

Component: 
Component Seria l Num ber:

DOT&PF 
Central M&O

Central M&O  
567

EXP  END fT U R  ES/R E V E N U E S : (Thousands of Dollars)
O P E R A T IN G F Y 9 * F Y 9 5 F Y 9 6 F Y 9 7 F Y 9 8 F Y 9 9
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS. CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G : 0 0 0 0 0 0

\ N
CAPITAL 0 0 4 $  0 0 0 0

REVENUE FUND SOURCE 0 0 0 0 0 0

F U N D IN G : ("Thousands of Dollars)
IC02 FEDERAL r e c e ip t s 0 0 0 0 0 0
1003 G F  MATCH 0 0 0 0 0 0
1004 G F 0 0 0 0 0 0
1005 g f / p r o g r a m  RECEIPTS 0 o 0 0 0 0
1006 G F/M H TIA 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0
T O T A L  F U N D IN G : 0 0 0 0 0 0

PO S IT IO N S
FULL-TIME ! 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year (FY93) impact: S

AN ALY S IS : (.Attach a separate page if necessary)

The Little Su Bridge (#1030) on Schrock Road will be under construction during the Summer of 1993. Signs 
can be included with the project.

Prepared by: Margaret Holland    Phone: 266-14-10

Division: Central Region. Regional Director'; Office Date: February 8, 1993

Approved by Commissioner Phone: -65-3900
Frank Gsuirptn

Agency: Department of Transportation and Public Facilities Date: February 8, 1993
•9
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C O M M I T T E E  D O P ^ he r  d i s t r ib u t io n  information  call the  G o v e r n o r ’s Legislat ive  Office
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HB117
R ep . C u r t  M ena rd  
2/20/93

HOUSE B ILL  NO. 117 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C u r t  M ena rd

S PONSOR' S STATEMENT

I  i n t r o d u c e d  HB117, n am in g  b r i d g e  #1030, l o c a t e d  a t  S c h r o c k  Rd . 
o v e r  t h e  L i t t l e  Su R i v e r ,  a f t e r  M a n v i l  O ls o n .  M r . O ls o n  s p e n t  many 
y e a r s  c o n s t r u c t i n g  b r i d g e s  a t  t h i s  same a r e a  i n  o r d e r  f o r  p e o p le  
t o  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  en d  o f  S c h ro c k  Rd .
When p e o p le  i n  t h e  S c h r o c k  a r e a  a r e  g i v i n g  o t h e r s  d i r e c t i o n s  t h e y  
a lw a y s  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  r i v e r  c r o s s i n g  a s ,  " t h e  M a n v i l  O ls o n  b r i d g e " .  
Many o f  my c o n s t i t u e n t s  a n d  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  c om m un ity  h a v e  p u t  
t o g e t h e r  a  p e t i t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  b e  named a f t e r  M r . O ls o n .
E n c l o s e d  i s  a b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  M r. O l s o n ' s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .  A f t e r  
r e a d i n g  i t ,  I 'm  s u r e  y o u  w i l l  a g r e e  w i t h  my c o n s t i t u e n t s  t h a t  i t  
i s  o n l y  f i t t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  new b r i d g e  b e  named a f t e r  M a n v i l  O ls o n .  
He h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a n d  c a p t u r e s  t h e  t r u e  s p i r i t  o f  an  A la s k a n  
p i o n e e r .



HISTORY 
MANVIL H. OLSON

M a n v i l  O ls o n  w as b o r n  J a n u a r y  19, 1908, i n  B i r d  I s l a n d ,
M in n e s o t a .  He w as among t h e  f i r s t  c i v i l i a n  t r a v e l e r s  on t h e  A lc a n  
H ig h w a y ,  m o v in g  t o  A l a s k a  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  an d  d a u g h t e r  i n  1947. The 
f a m i l y  f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  H a i n e s ,  w h e re  h e  o p e r a t e d  a  g a r a g e .

I n  1949, t h e  O ls o n s  moved t o  S kagw ay , w h e r e  h e  becam e a 
m a c h i n i s t  on t h e  W h i t e  P a s s  a n d  Yukon R a i l r o a d .  The f a m i l y  moved 
t o  A n ch o ra g e  i n  1951, w h e r e  M a n v i l  be cam e a m a c h i n i s t  on t h e  A la s k a  
R a i l r o a d .

I n  1953, h e  l i v e d  on a h o m e s te a d  n e a r  W a s i l l a ,  s i x  m i l e s  o f f  
t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  n e a r e s t  r o a d .  He a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  d e v e lo p e d  t h e  
h o m e s te a d  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  He o p e n ed  an d  o p e r a t e d  a 
c o m m e r c i a l  d a i r y  f a rm  f r o m  1959 u n t i l  1964. The f a rm  s t i l l  
p r o d u c e s  h a y  an d  b e e f .  D u r i n g  t h e  h o m e s t e a d in g  p e r i o d ,  M r . O lso n  
a l s o  w o rk e d  f u l l  t im e  on t h e  r a i l r o a d  an d  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  w o rk e d  a t  t h e  F o r t  R i c h a r d s o n  M o to r  P o o l .  He c o n t i n u e d  
t o  w o r k  on t h e  h o m e s te a d  e v e n i n g s  an d  w e e k e n d s .  He a l s o  d i d  c u s to m  
m a c h in e  an d  e q u ip m e n t  w o rk  f o r  h i s  n e i g h b o r s .

I n  1978, h e  d r ew  a t r a c t  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  D e l t a  B a r l e y  P r o j e c t .  
A t  t h e  a g e  o f  70, h e  b e g a n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  p a r c e l  w i t h  h i s  s o n s ,  
e v e n t u a l l y  c l e a r i n g  an d  p l a n t i n g  2,400 a c r e s  o f  l a n d .  The fa rm ,  
known a s  B ig  G R an ch , w h ic h  i s  now owned b y  t h e  f a m i l y  i s  s t i l l  i n  
o p e r a t i o n .

M r .  O ls o n  w as a s t r o n g  a d v o c a t e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  d e v e lo p m e n t  and 
i t s  p o t e n t i a l  i n  A l a s k a .  He f o u n d e d  one f a rm  on t h e  f a m i l y  
h o m e s te a d  n o r t h  o f  W a s i l l a ,  w h e re  he  c l e a r e d  t h e  l a n d .  I n  o r d e r  t o  
d e v e lo p  t h e  a r e a  an d  c o n t i n u e  h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  h e  b u i l t  f o u r  v e h i c l e  
b r i d g e s  o v e r  t h e  l i t t l e  Su R i v e r ,  u s i n g  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  d e s i g n s .  
A t  t h e  t im e  o f  h i s  d e a t h  h e  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  m a n a g in g  a  p u r e b r e d  
h e r d  o f  S c o t t i s h  H ig h la n d  b e e f  c a t t l e  i n  W a s i l l a .

M r .  O l s o n ' s  d r i v e  f o r  g r e a t  p r o j e c t s  d i d  n o t  e n d  w i t h  
s t a t e h o o d  an d  h e  r e m a in e d  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  
A l a s k a  a l l  o f  h i s  l i f e .
M r .  O ls o n  i s  s u r v i v e d  b y  h i s  w i f e  o f  48 y e a r s ,  B e u l a h  Weedon O lson? 
h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  K a re n  O ls o n  L e e  o f  A ncho rage?  h i s  s o n s ,  H a r o ld  and 
A r n o l d  o f  W a s i l l a ?  an d  h i s  f o u r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .



M A N V IL  H . O L S O N
W a s i l l a  r e s id e n t -  M a n v i l  

H a r o ld  O ls o n , 84, d ie d  J u ly  
13 a t  h i s  L i t t l e  S u s i tn a  R iv e r  
h o m e .

A  f u n e r a l  
w i l l  b e  h e ld  
a t  2 p .m .
F r i d a y  a t  
F i r s t  P r e s -  
b y  t  e  r  i a  n  
C h u r c h  o f  
W a s i l l a ,
1375 E . B o - 
g a r d  R o a d . n |

M r. O ls o n . u l s o n  
w a s  b o m  J a n .  19, 1908, in  
B ird  I s la n d ,  M in n . H e  s p e n t  
th e  f i r s t  18 y e a r s  o f  h is  l i f e  
o n  a  f a r m  in  th e  M ille  L ac s  
a r e a  o f  M in n e s o ta .  H e  le f t  
t h e  f a r m  r f t e r  h ig h  sc h o o l 
a n d  m o v e d  to  C h ic a g o  w h e re  
h e  b e c a m e  a  m a c h in i s t  a n d  
to o l  a n d  d y e  m a k e r .  H e  w a s  
a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  M a c h in is ts  
U n io n  I n te r n a t io n a l .

M r. O ls o n  e n l is te d  in  th e  
N a v y  d u r in g  W o rld  W a r  II, 
s e r v in g  o n  a  d e s t r o y e r  in . th e  
P a c i f i c  a n d  A t l a n t i c  t h e ­
a t e r s .  H e  m a r r i e d  B e u la h  
W e ed o n . N o v . 13, 1944, in  
V ir g in ia . 'H e _ w a s _ a m o n g  th e  
f i r s t  c iv i l i a n  t r a v e le r s  o n  th e  
A lc a n  H ig h w a y ,  m o v in g  to  
A la s k a  w i t h  h is  w i f e  a n d  
- d a u g h te r  in 'T 9 4 7 . T h e  f a m i ly  
f i r s t  s e t t l e d  in  H a i n e s ,  
w h e r e  h e  o p e r a te d  a  g a ra g e .

In  1949, th e  O lso n s  m o v e d  
to  S k a g w a y ,  w h e re  h e  b e ­
c a m e  a. m a c n in i s t  o n  th e  
W h ite  P a s s  a n d  Y u k o n  R a i l ­
r o a d .  T h e  f a m i ly  m o v e d  to  
A n c h o r a g e  in  1951. M r. O l­
s o n  b e c a m e  a  m a c h in i s t  o n  
t h e  A la s k a  R a i lr o a d .

In  1953, . h e  l iv e d  o n  a  
h o m e s te a d  n e a r  W a s il la ,  s ix  
m ile s  o f f  th e  e n d  o f  th e  
n e a r e s t  r o a d .  H e  a n d  h is  

' f a m i ly  d e v e lo p e d  th e  h o m e ­
s te a d  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s .  A  c o m m e r c ia l . d a i r y  
f a r m  w a s  o p e n e d  in ' 1959; 
a n d  o p e r a te d  u n t i l  1964. T h e  
f a r m  s t i l l  p ro d u c e s  h a y  a n d  
b e e f .

D u r in g  th e  h o m e s te a d in g  
p e r i o d ,  M r . O ls o n  a l s o  
w o r k e d  o n  th e  r a i l r o a d 'a n d  
a t  t h e  F o r t  R ic h a rd s o n  M o­
t o r  P o o l.  H e  d id  c u s to m  m a ­
c h in e  a n d  e q u ip m e n t  w o r k  
f o r  h is  n e ig h b o rs .

In  1978, h e  d r e w  a  t r a c t  o f  
la n d  in  t h e  D e lta  B a r le y  
P ro je c t .  A t  th e  a g e  o f  70, h e  
b e g a n 'd e v e l o p in g  th e  p a r c e l  
w i t h  h i s  s o n s ,  e v e n t u a l l y

A n c h o r a g e  D a i ly  N e w s  T h u r s d a y ,  J u l y  16, 1992 • 8*7  — • -

T e a r in g  a n d  p l a n t in g  2 ,400 f a r m  o n  th e  f a i . . i ly  h o m e -
i c r e s  o f  l a n d .  T h e  f a r m ,  s t e a d  n o r th  o f  W a s il la  a n d
.•m own a s  B ig  G  R a n c h , w a s  a n o t h e r  a t  D e lta .  A t  t h e
su c c e s s fu lly  c o m p le te d  a n d  t im e  o f  h is  d e a th ,  h e  w a s
is s t i l l  in  o p e r a t io n .  i n v o l v e d  in  m a ih a g in g  a

A c c o rd in g  to  h is  f a m i ly ,  p u r e b r e d  h e r d  o f  S c o t t i s h
M r. O lso n  w a s  a  s t r o n g  a d -  H ig h la n d  b e e f  c a t t l e  i n  W a-
v o c a te  o f  a g r ic u l tu r e  d e v e l-  s i l la :  -
jp m e n t  a n d  i t s  p o t e n t i a l ' i n  * M r. O lso n  is  s u r v iv e d  b y  
A l a s k a .  H e  f o u n d e d  o n e  ' h i s  w if e  o f  48 y e a r s ,  B e u la h

W e e d o n  O ls o n  o f  th e  f a m i ly  A n c h o r a g e ;  h i s  n ep h e 'w -,
f a r m ;  h is  d a u g h te r ,  K a r e n  W a y n e - L o f g r e n  o f  A n c h o r -
O ls o n  L e e  o f  A n c h o ra g e ;  h i s  ag e ; h is  b r o th e r ,  O t t o ' - o f

- s o n s , ' H a r o ld  a n u  A rn o ld  o f  M is s o u r i ; .-  a n d  h i s  s i s t e r s ,
W a s il la ;  h i s  g r a n d c h ild r e n , .  V ic k i  M a c C le a n  a n d  F lp r -
L e ig h to n ' a n d  C o n a n  L e e  o f  ' e n c e  H a g lu n d ,  b o t h  o f  ^ i i h -
P a lm e r  a n d  A n c h o ra g e , a n d  n e s o ta ,  a n d  L o r r a in e  V e ith
J o h n  O ls e n  a^id S ta n le y  0 1 - o f  D a l la s .  • .' __
so n , b o th  o f  .W a s i l la ;  h is  A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e - 'b y  
h ie c e , L o u is e  A u g u s ts s o n  o f  K e h l ’s  P a lm e r  M o r tu a r y ., ;
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