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W M . T E R  J. HICKEL
GOVERNOR

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

J UNEAU

January  11, 1993

The Honorable Rick Halford 
P residen t of the  Senate 
Alaska S tate Legislature 
S tate  Capitol 
Juneau , AK 99801-1183

Dear P residen t Halford:

U nder the  au th o rity  of a r t .  I l l ,  sec . 23, of the  Alaska C onstitution, I am 
transm itting  an Executive O rder m erging the S tate Geographic Board (AS 
44.19.054 - 44.19.062) and the Historic Sites A dvisory Committee (AS 41.35.110 - 
41.35.190) into the  Alaska Historical Commission (AS 41.35.300 - 41.35.380). The 
commission will remain in the Departm ent of N atural R esources, where the  Historic 
Sites A dvisory Committee is also located.

I believe th a t th is  change will have several benefits to the s ta te . F irs t, it  will 
place in  one e n tity , instead  of th re e , the closely rela ted  functions of recognizing 
and p resen tin g  A laska's h is to ry , evaluating  and approving historical s ites in  the 
s ta te , and naming geographic p laces, which often involves names of historical 
f ig u re s , p laces, and even ts. Second, it will increase public access because the 
public will know th a t any historical concerns can be addressed  to the m erged 
e n tity ; the  public will not have to fig u re  out which of th ree  entities is the 
app rop ria te  one fo r a specific m atter. Finally, the  consolidation will save money 
because the single resu lting  en tity  will have fa r  fewer members than  do the  th ree  
ex is tin g  ones combined.

Sec. 8 of the  O rder repeals and reenac ts  AS 41.35.310(5) which is identical in 
substance  to ex isting  AS 41.35.320.

Sincerely,
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Official Business

Alaska State Legislature

HOUSE RESOURCES COMMITTEE State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

HOUSE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
LETTER OF INTENT 

REGARDING EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 83

The House Resources Committee has considered Executive Order Number 
83 and has voted to move it out of Committee. However, the 
committee wishes to express its concern about a legal issue which 
was been brought to the committee's attention by attorney Terri 
Lauterbach of the Legislative Legal Services Division. According 
to Ms. Lauterbach, "It concerns whether an executive order can 
validly remove from partially exempt service an employee put there 
by the legislature through statute. Executive Order No. 83 attempts 
to do so."

As Lauterbach explains, " Section 9 of the order repeals AS 
41.35.375 and AS 39.25.120(c)(9)(G). These statutory sections 
placed the executive director of the Alaska Historical Commission 
in the partially exempt service. Section 15 of the order enacts new 
language relating to the hiring of staff without any reference to 
the partially exempt service. This would have the effect of placing 
the executive director in the classified service."

The House Resources Committee recognizes that the Governor could 
probably accomplish this personnel reclassification without the 
executive order or legislative action through other means. However, 
the fact remains that Executive Order 83 appears to go beyond 
constitutionally determined limits of what can be accomplished in 
an executive order. The Committee wants to state for the record 
that its approval of Executive Order 83 in no way implies approval 
of violation of the legal parameters of executive orders, nor 
should it be construed to mean that any inappropriate substantive 
changes proposed by executive order in the future will be accepted.

 —Tr /. ? '1____
Rep. Bill Williams, Chairman 
January 29, 1993
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SENATE
Introduced: 1/11/93
Referred: RES, FIN

HOUSE
Introduced: 1/11/93
Referred: STA, RES, FIN

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 83

Under the authority of art. m , sec. 23, of the Alaska Constitution, and in accordance 

with AS 24.08.210,1 order the Mowing:

* Section 1. FINDINGS. As governor, I find that it would be in the best interests of 

efficient administration to merge the State Geographic Board and the Historic Sites Advisory 

Committee into the Alaska Historical Commission in the Department of Natural Resources.

* Sec. 2. AS 29.55.020(a) is amended to read:

(a) In addition to existing municipal authority providing for the preservation, 

protection, and maintenance of historic sites, the local historical district commission, 

in consultation with the Alaska Historical Commission [HISTORIC SITES 

ADVISORY COMMITIEE] in the Department of Natural Resources, may establish 

historical districts within the boundaries of the municipality.

* Sec. 3. AS 29.55.020(b) is amended to read:

(b) A historical district shall be a reasonably compact area of historical 

significance in which two or more structures important in state or national history, and 

related, by physical proximity or historical association, are located. For puqioses of 

this section, "structures important in state or national history" means properties 

recommended by historical district commissions that are listed in the National Register 

of Historic Places or are characteristic of the Russian-American period before October 

18, 18(57, the early territorial period before 1930, or early Native heritage, reflecting 

the indigenous characteristics of Native culture in Alaska. On recommendation of the 

governing body of a municipality and the Alaska Historical Commission [HISTORIC 

SITES ADVISORY COlvIMITTEE], the Department of Natural Resources may by 

regulation formulate additional criteria for the establishment of historical districts not

-1-
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inconsistent with this subsection.

* Sec. 4. AS 41.35.020 is amended to read:

Sec. 41.35.020. TITLE TO HISTORIC, PREHISTORIC, AND 

ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES; LOCAL DISPLAY, (a) The state reserves to 

itself tide to all historic, prehistoric, and archeological resources situated on land 

owned or controlled by the state, including tideland and submerged land, and reserves 

to itself the exclusive right of field archeology on state-owned or controlled land. 

However, nothing in AS 41.35.010 - 41.35.240 diminishes the cultural rights and 

responsibilities of persons of aboriginal descent or infringes upon their right of 

possession and use of those resources that [WHICH] may be considered of historic, 

prehistoric, or archeological value.

(b) Although title to historic, prehistoric, and archeological resources is in the 

state, local cultural groups may obtain from the state, or retain, for study or display, 

artifacts and other items of these resources from their respective cultures or areas if 

the commission [COMMITTEE] created in AS 41.35.300 [AS 41.35.110] finds that

(1) the group has a durable building with weatherproof and fireproof construction and 

humidity control and other factors necessary to serve as a museum which will assure 

safe preservation of the items, (2) the item sought to be obtained is not one for which 

there is an undue risk of damage during transportation, and (3) the item sought to be 

obtained or retained is not one requiring special treatment or care beyond the ability 

or means of the group requesting it. A group retaining such an item or obtaining one 

from the state shall house it in the museum building and shall make every reasonable 

effort to assure its safe preservation. If the commission [COMMITTEE] finds that 

a local cultural group is not properly taking care of an item the group shall return it 

to the department.

* Sec. 5. AS 41.35.030 is amended to read:

Sec. 41.35.030. DESIGNATION OF MONUMENTS AND HISTORIC SITES. 

Upon the recommendation of the commission [COMMITTEE], the governor may 

declare by public order any particular historic, prehistoric, or archeological structure, 

deposit, site, or other object of scientific or historic interest that is situated on land 

owned or controlled by the state to be a state monument or historic site and the

EO  83 -2- E00083a
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governor may designate as a part of the monument or site as much land as is 

considered necessary for the proper access, care and management of the object or site 

to be protected. When an object or site is situated on land held in private ownership, 

it may be declared a state monument or historic site in the same manner, with the 

written consent of the owner.

* Sec. 6. AS 41.35.060 is amended to read:

Sec. 41.35.060. POWER TO ACQUIRE HISTORIC, PREHISTORIC. OR 

ARCHEOLOGICAL PROPERTIES, (a) The department, with the recommendation 

of the commission [COMMITTEE], may acquire real and personal properties that 

have statewide historic, prehistoric! or archeological significance by gift, purchase, 

devise! or bequest. The department shall preserve and administer property so acquired. 

The department may acquire property adjacent to the property having historic, 

prehistoric! or archeological significance when it is determined to be necessary for the 

proper use and administration of the significant property.

(b) If an historic, prehistoriCj or archeological property which has been found 

by the department, upon the recommendation of the commission [COMMITTEE], to 

be important for state ownership is in danger of being sold or used so that its historic, 

prehistoric! or archeological value will be destroyed or seriously impaired, or is 

otherwise in danger of destruction or serious impairment, the department may 

establish the use of die property in a manner necessary to preserve its historic, 

prehistoric! or archeological character or value. If the owner of the property does not 

wish to follow the restrictions of the department, the department may acquire the 

property by eminent domain under AS 09.55.240 - 09.55.460.

* Sec. 7. AS 41.35.230(2) is amended to read:

(2) "commission" ["COMMITTEE"] means the Alaska Historical 

Commission established in AS 41.35.300 [HISTORIC SITES ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE];

* Sec. 8. AS 41.35.310 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 41.35.310. COMPOSITION OF COMMISSION. The Alaska Historical 

Commission consists of the following persons:

(1) the lieutenant governor,

E00083a - 3 -
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(2) the state liaison officer appointed under 16 U.S.C. 470-470n (P.L. 

89-665, National Historic Preservation Act of 1966);

(3) three persons with professionally relevant backgrounds appointed 

from each of the following fields: history, architecture, and archeology;

(4) one :>,_:on appointed to represent indigenous ethnic groups;

(5) two persons appointed from a list of recommended nominees, 

containing at least four names, submitted each year by the Alaska Historical Society;

(6) one other person.

* Sec. 9. AS 41.35.320 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 41.35.320. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS. Members of the

commission are appointed by the governor and confirmed by the legislature meeting 

in joint session. The members of the commission serve at the pleasure of the 

governor.

* Sec. 10. AS 41.35.330 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 41.35.330. TERM OF OFFICE. The term of office for a member of the

commission is three years, except for those who are members by virtue of their 

positions with the state, who serve for as long as they remain in the position by virtue 

of which they are members of the commission. A member appointed to fill a vacancy 

serves for the unexpired term of die member succeeded.

* Sec. 11. AS 41.35.340 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 41.35.340. COMPENSATION. The members of the commission serve

without compensation but are entitled to per diem and travel expenses authorized by 

law for other boards and commissions.

* Sec. 12. AS 41.35 is amended by adding new sections to read:

Sec. 41.35.345. OFFICERS. At the first meeting of each year, the

commission shall elect a chairman from among its members.

Sec. 41.35.347. MEETINGS AND QUORUM. The commission shall meet 

at least twice a year. Additional meetings may be called by the chairman or by 

petition of at least five members. Five members of the commission constitutes a 

quorum.

* Sec. 13. AS 41.35.350 is amended to read:

E O  83 -4- E00083a j
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Sec. 41.35.350. DUTIES OF TOE COMMISSION. The duties of the

commission are to
(1) survey, evaluate, and catalog Alaska prehistory and history

materials now in print;

(2) ascertain and register what Alaska prehistory and history work is

now in progress;

(3) identify the existing gaps in the coverage J  Alaska’s past in 

presendy available published works and establish priorities for bridging them;

(4) prepare a thematic study of Alaska’s history for historic

preservation;

(5) identify the sources of Alaska’s history;

(6) coordinate the production and publication of works that will 

adequately present all aspects of Alaska’s past; [AND1

(7) cooperate with the federal government in programs relating to

history and archaeology^

(8) develop criteria for the evaluation of state monuments and 

historic sites and all real and personal property that may be considered to be of 

historic, prehistoric, or archeological significance as would justify their 

acquisition and ownership by the state;

(9) cooperate with the department in formulating and 

administering a statewide historic sites survey under 16 U.S.C. 470-470n AP.L. 

89-665, National Historic Preservation Act of 1966);

(10) review those surveys and historic preservation plans that may 

be required, and approve properties for nomination to the National Register as 

provided for in 16 U.S.C. 470-470n (P.L. 89-665, National Historic Preservation 

Act of 1966):

(11) provide necessary assistance to the governor and the 

legislature for achieving balanced and coordinated state policies and programs 

for the preservation of the state’s historic, prehistoric, and archeological 

resources:

(12) consult with local historical district commissions regarding the

E00083a -5-
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establishment of historical districts under AS 29.55.010 - 29.55.020 and the

approval of project alterations under AS 45.98.040: recommend, if appropriate, 

the formulation of additional criteria for the designation of historical districts 

under AS 29.55.020(b): approve plans for and evaluate the suitability of specific 

structures for purposes of loan eligibility and continuance under the historical 

district revolving loan fund (AS 45.98): and consult with the Department of 

Commerce and Economic Development relative to the adoption of regulations for 

historical district loans under AS 45.98;

(13) determine the correct and most appropriate names of the 

lakes, streams, places, and other geographic features in the state and their 

spelling;

(14) pass upon and give names to lakes, streams, places, and other 

geographic features in the state for which no single generally acceptable name 

has been in use;

(15) cooperate with local subdivisions of government and, with 

their approval, change the names of lakes, streams, places, and other geographic 

features to eliminate duplication of names in the state;

(16) prepare and publish an official state dictionary of geographic 

names and publish it for sale, either as a complete whole or in parts when ready; 

and

(17) serve as the state representatives of the United States Board 

on Geographic Names and cooperate with that board so that there is no conflict 

between the state and federal designations of geographic features in the state.

Sec. 14. AS 41.35.350 is amended by adding new subsections to read:

(b) In carrying out its duties to name geographic features under this section, 

the commission shall consider using Alaska Native place names for geographic 

features in the state that have not previously been named, using Native language 

writing systems accepted by the Alaska Native Language Center of the University of 

Alaska at Fairbanks.

(c) When the commission gives a name to a lake, stream, place, or other 

geographic feature in the state, the name is the official name of the geographic feamre

83 -6-
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and shall be used in all maps, records, document*;, and other publications issued by 

the state or its departments and political subdivisions.

(d) A person may not attempt to modify local usage or name an unnamed 

geographic feature in an advertisement or publication without first obtaining the 

approval of the commission. If a person violates this section, the commission shall 

promptly announce its disapproval and shall adopt an official name for the feature.

* Sec. 15. AS 41.35 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 41.35.375. POWERS OF CHAIRMAN. Subject to available 

appropriations, the chairman may, with the concurrence of a majority of the 

commission, employ necessary personnel and may contract for the services of experts 

and other persons who may be needed.

* Sec. 16. AS 44.37.040 is amended to read:

Sec. 44.37.040. DUTIES OF DEPARTMENT WITH RESPECT TO

HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND ARCHEOLOGY. The Department of Natural 

Resources shall

(1) sponsor, engage in  and direct fundamental research into the 

archeology of the state and encourage and coordinate archeological research and 

investigation undertaken in the state;

(2) cooperate with the Alaska Historical Commission [HISTORIC 

SITES ADVISORY COMMITTEE] in performing their functions under AS 41.35;

(3) ensure that historic, prehistoric and archeological resources are 

properly reported by persons or agencies engaged in public construction work* and 

protect sites and objects of significance discovered at state sites or discovered during 

the course of public construction and encourage the protection of sites and objects 

discovered during the course of any other construction work;

(4) investigate reported historic, prehistoric! or archeological resources 

and appraise them for any future excavation, preservation and interpretation;

(5) serve as a central clearinghouse for information on all historic, 

prehistoric, and archeological resource excavation in the state.

* Sec. 17. AS 45.98.020 is amended to read:

Sec. 45.98.020. HISTORICAL DISTRICT LOANS. Upon endorsement and

E00083a -7-
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plan approval by a local historical district commission established under AS 29.55.010 

or former AS 29.48.108 and the recommendation of a majority of the members of the 

Alaska Historical Commission [HISTORIC SITES ADVISORY COMMITTEE], the 

Department of Commerce and Economic Development may make loans to a person, 

firm, business! or municipality subject to applicable laws for the restoration, 

improvement, rehabilitation, or maintenance of a structure that is

(1) within the boundaries of a historical district established under 

AS 29.55.020 or former AS 29.48.110 and identified as important in state or national 

history as provided for in AS 29.55.020(b) or former AS 29.48.110(b); or

(2) a building or structure within a historical district, that is suitable 

for superficial modification so that it can conform to the period or motif of the 

surrounding buildings or structures that are the reason for the area’s designation as a 

historical district.

Sec. 18. AS 45.98.030 is amended to read:

Sec. 45.98.030. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. For 

purposes of administering this chapter, the Department of Commerce and Economic 

Development may

(1) prescribe the form and procedure for submitting loan applications 

under this chapter;

(2) designate agents and delegate powers to them as is necessary;

(3) in consultation with the Alaska Historical Commission 

[HISTORIC SITES ADVISORY COMMITTEE], adopt regulations necessary to cany' 

out its functions, including regulations for the process of plan approval by the 

commission [COMMITTEE] and regulations to establish reasonable fees for services 

provided and charges for collecting the fees;

(4) establish amortization plans for the repayment of loans not to 

exceed 30 years;

(5) collect the fees and collection charges established under this

section.

Sec. 19. AS 45.98.060 is amended to read:

Sec. 45.98.060. PENALTY PROVISION. After a project for which a loan

83 -8-
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is granted is commenced, if the Department of Commerce and Economic Development 

or a local historical district commission, in consultation with the Alaska Historical 

Commission [HISTORIC SITES ADVISORY COMMITTEE], determines that the 

project is inconsistent with the guidelines or stipulations for construction, or otherwise 

fails to conform to the requirements of the loan, the interest rate on the state’s share 

of the loan shall be increased to the highest rate of interest allowed at that time as 

provided in AS 45.45.010. In addition, a penalty in the amount of two percent of the 

balance of the loan shall be assessed by the Department of Commerce and Economic 

Development.

* Sec. 20. AS 39.25.120(c)(9)(G); AS 41.35.110, 41.35.120, 41.35.130, 41.35.140, 

41.35.150,41.35.160, 41.35.170, 41.35.180,41.35.190,41.35.370; AS 44.19.054,44.19.056, 

44.19.058, 44.19.059, 44.19.060, and 44.19.062 are repealed.

* Sec. 21. TRANSITION, (a) The terms of the members of the State Geographic Board, 

the Historic Sites Advisory Committee, and the Alaska Historical Commission terminate on 

the effective date of this Order. The governor may appoint to the Alaska Historical 

Commission created by this Order, a person who has served on the State Geographic Board, 

the Historic Sites Advisory Committee, or the Alaska Historical Commission as it existed 

before the effective date of this Order, and who meets the qualifications prescribed in this 

Order. The terms of persons initially appointed to the Alaska Historical Commission created 

by this Order must be set as provided in AS 39.05.055 so as to establish the staggering of 

terms.

(b) Litigation, hearings, investigations, and other proceedings pending under a law 

amended or repealed by this Order, or in connection with functions transferred by this Order, 

continue in effect and may be continued and completed notwithstanding a transfer or 

amendment or repeal provided for in this Older.

(c) Contracts, rights, liabilities and obligations created by or under a law amended 

or repealed by this Executive Order, and in effect on June 30, 1993, remain in effect 

notwithstanding this Order’s taking effect. Records, equipment, appropriations, and other 

property of agencies of the state whose functions are transferred under this Order shall be 

transferred to implement the provisions of this Order.

* Sec. 22. This Order takes effect July 1, 1993.

-9-
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DATED:

Walter J. Hickel 
Governor

-10-
„  New Text Underlined (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

E00083a



DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
(907) •;65-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

130 Seward Street, Suite 409 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M January 18, 1993

SUBJECT: Executive O rder No.83 
Alaska Historical Commission
(Work O rder No. 8-GS1006.A)

TO: Chairs and Co-Chairs
House and Senate
Committees of Referral for E.O. 83

FROM : Terri Lauterbach 
Legislative Counselisel \ v

F or the purpose of determining if there are legal or technical drafting issues to bring 
to your attention, our office has reviewed Executive O rder No. 83, which merges the 
S tate Geographic Board and the Historic Sites Advisoiy Committee into the Alaska 
Historical Commission in the D epartm ent of Natural Resources.

^ h e i^ is-o id y ^n e^p o te ritia r legal issue to bring to your attention about this order. It 
concerns w hether an executive order can validly remove from the partially exempt 
service an employee put there by the legislature through statute. Executive O rder 
No. 83 attem pts to do so.

Section 9 of the order repeals AS 41.35.37 5 and AS 39.25.120(c)(9)(G). These 
statutory sections placed the executive director of the Alaska Historical Commission 
in the partially exempt service. Section 15 of the order enacts new language relating 
to the hiring of staff without any reference to the partially exempt service. This 
would have the effect of placing the executive director in the classified service.

It could be argued that this change in classification of an employee goes beyond what 
the state constitution says can be accomplished in an executive order, i.e., the 
transferring of an agency’s duties. However, the committee could choose to view this 
as an insignificant extension of an executive order since AS 39.25.130(c) already 
allows a position in the partially exempt service to be moved to the classified service 
by the personnel board upon recom m endation of the commissioner of administration. 
This means that the governor indirectly could probably accomplish the personnel 
reclassification without the executive order or legislative action anyway.

L£-GfrL- s a i l /ice ̂  /.EiSA-t—
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Your options are to

(1) recommend disapproval of the executive order, citing the attempt to 
accomplish more than the transfer of duties;

(2) recommend approval of the executive order but note that this approval 
should not be construed in the future as precedent for acquiescing to other 
types of substantive changes that go beyond the transferring of agency 
functions;

(3) recommend approval of the executive order.

Please let me know if this memo prompts further questions or if I can be of other 
assistance.

Committees of Referral for E.O. 83
January 18, 1993
Page 2
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

FACT SHEET

Executive O rder No. 83 com bines th e 'S ta te  G eographic Board an d  the H istoric Sites 
A dvisory  Com m ittee in to  th e  Alaska H istorical Com m ission. It m aintains th e  
A laska H istorical Com m ission in  the D epartm en t of N atural Resources, w here  th e  
Office of H istory  and  A rchaeology is located.

There has b een  w ide su p p o rt for th is consolidation. The G overnor's  Task Force on  
Boards an d  Com m issions, a legislative, executive, and  public forum , recom m ended  
unan im ously  the consolidation of the Alaska H istorical Com m ission, the H istorical 
Sites A dvisory  Com m ittee, and  the G eographic Board.

In  addition , a  task  force w ith  representatives from  the A laska Historical C om m ission 
an d  the H s to ric  Sites A dvisory Com m ittee, tw o private statew ide groups (the 
A laska H istorical Society an d  the A laska A ssociation for H s to ric  Preservation), and  
the Office of H istory an d  A rchaeology review ed the purposes of two of these 
boards. The Historical Com m ission and  the H istoric Sites A dvisory Com m ittee 
v o ted  in  su p p o rt of their m erger.

The functions and  duties of th e  form er boards w ill rem ain the  sam e u n d er the  new  
com m ission. A m em bership of nine m em bers is described on  pages three an d  four 
of the  Executive Order. R equirem ents such as hav ing  certain m em bers n om inated  
by  th e  A laska Historical Society, and  having  persons w ith  professionally re levan t 
backgrounds from  the fields of history, architecture, o r archaeology rem ain th e  
sam e. M em bership decreases from  a to tal of 21 to 9.

W e see several benefits to  th is consolidation:
1. Provides a coordinated  effort b e tw een  recognizing an d  presen ting  A laska 

h istory , evaluating and  approving historical sites, and  nam ing geographic places, 
w hich  often  involves nam es of historical figures, places, an d  events.

2. Increases public accessibility as there w ill be  one entity , instead of th ree, 
th a t deals w ith  historical an d  geographical concerns of the  public.

3. Saves m oney because of the  decrease in  to ta l m em bership and  low er 
adm inistrative costs associated w ith  one com m ission.

N o additional funds are n eed ed  for th is consolidation. The D epartm ent of N atu ra l 
Resources an d  the D epartm ent of C om m unity an d  Regional Affairs reflect zero  fiscal 
notes.

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 83: ALASKA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

The effective date for this merger is July 1, 1993.
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D E P A R T M E JIIT  O F  X A T U R A l R E S O U R C E S

DIVISION QF PARKS AND OUTDOOR RECREATION  

Alaska Historical Commission

W A L T E R  J . H IC K E L ,  G O V E R N O R

3601 C ST R E ET . S u ite  1276 
A N C H O R A G E  ALASKA 99503 
P H O N E  (9071 762-2622"

MAILING A O O R E SS:
P.O . Box 107001 
A N C H O R A G E  ALASKA 99510-7.

Novem ber 30, 1992

Re: 1060-6 Annual Report

T he Honorable Walter J. Hickel
P.O. Box 110001
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0001

D ear Governor Hickel:

u tc  a rd igge

HAND DELIVERED 
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE i f :  ‘

AS 41.35.360 directs the Alaska Historical Commission to submit to you an annual report 
of its activities. I am pleased to submit the following report for the period January 1 to 
Decem ber 31, 1992.

The Commission is charged with promoting the study and  understanding of Alaska’s 
history. It is the only agency with such a charge. It serves as a forum for citizens’ voices 
in the development of State history policy.

Lieutenant Governor John B. Coghill chairs the Alaska Historical Commission. Public 
members include Marilyn R. Knapp of Sitka, Elizabeth A- Tower, M.D. of Anchorage, 
and Molly C. Tryck of Anchorage. The fourth seat is n o t filled. The terms of Ms.
Knapp and Dr. Tower have expired, but according to statute they continue to serve until 
reappointed or until new appointments are mace. I serve as ex-o£ficio m em ber of the 
Commission.

<T“
Commission members m et once, on October 2S, 1992, in  Anchorage with the Historic 
Sites Advisory Committee. Earlier in the year, a task force with representatives from the 
two boards drafted legislation for merging the two entities. No action was taken during 
the 1992 legislative session, but the Departm ent of Law has prepared an executive order 
for your consideration for the 1993 legislative session. I t  would merge the Alaska 
Historical Commission, the Historic Sites Advisory Committee, and the State Geographic 
Names Board into a single entity that would retain the name Alaska Historical 
Commission.

A  major accomplishment this past year was reprinting Alaska’s Heritage, the secondary 
level history textbook prepared by the Commission in 1986. The funds to print the book 
came from the receipts of sales of previous Commission-supported publications. In o ther 
news, between 1987 and September 1, 1992, 5,847-copxes of the Commission’s video 
Alaska At War have been sold.

>
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For several years, Commission members have been concerned about the haphazard 
organization of centennial commemorations. They sponsored a workshop on planning 
centennial commissions and proposed creation of a State task force to oversee 
coordination of activities. In October, the Tourism Coordinating Council created a Gold 
Rush Centennial’Task Force and invited Judy Bittner to be co-chair with Wendy Wolf of 
the Division of Tourism. Commission member Elizabeth Tower will be a member of the 
task force as well. A  survey has been sent out to interested members so that a meeting 
can be held early in 1993.

A t their meeting in October, Commission members approved preparation of a gold rush 
time line, and authorized expending funds from its special receipts account for the 
project. The project reflects the members’ continuing interest in preparing materials to 
supplement the textbook and their interest in having commemorative activities make a 
lasting contribution to our understanding of the past.

For the twelve m o n t h  period of this report, the C o m m i s s i o n  expended S4,200 in general 

funds and 360,000 in special receipts account funds. During the period covered by this 

report, the Commission received 32.868 in royalties. T h e s e  will be used for future 

projects.

Much reduced from the 1980s, commission programs continue to assist Alaskans, 
historians, and groups including local historical societies, pioneer groups, students, and 
tourism groups.

Sincerely,

Judith E. Bittner

State Historic Preservation Officer



BOARD: GEOGRAPHIC BOARD, STATE

B O A R D  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  NUMBER: 41

T ITLE: S t a t e  G e o g r a p h i c  Board

DEPT: D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s

A U T H O R I T Y :  AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 0 5 4

S T A T U S : A C T I V E

R E Q U I R E M E N T S :

P R O H I B I T I O N S :

TERM: N o  t er m

D E S C R I P T I O N :  8 m e m b e r s  - 1 p u b l i c  a p p o i n t e d  b y  Governor; pl us
o f f i c i a l s :  C o m m i s s i o n e r  of the Dept, of C o m m u n i t y  an d R e g i o n a l  
A f f a i r s ,  s t a t e  m u s e u m  curator, s t a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  librarian, 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  of the  Dept, of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  Public 
F a c i l i t i e s ,  Dept, of N a t u r a l  Resources, the Dept, of Education, 
a n d  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  D i v i s i o n  of L a n d s  in the Dept, of N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s .

S P E C I A L  FACTS:

F U N C T I O N :  D e t e r m i n e s  names and c h a n g e s  n a m e s  of g e o g r a p h i c
f e a t u r e s ;  p r e p a r e s  d i c t i o n a r y  of g e o g r a p h i c  na mes; state 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o n  U.S. G e o g r a p h i c  Board.

C O M P E N S A T I O N :  S t a n d a r d  tr av el / p e r  diem.

M E E T I N G S :  3 times p e r  year; 3 day s  maximum.

* F O R  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  CONTACT: C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  Dept, of
C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  Affairs, P.O. Bo x 112100, Juneau, A K  
9 9 8 1 1 - 2 1 0 0  PHONE: 465 -4 70 0  (Revised 3/24/92)



BOARD: H IST O R IC  S IT E S  ADVISORY COMMITTEE
BO AR D I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  N U M BE R:  44

TITLE: H i s t o r i c  Sites A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e

DEPT: D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  Res ou rc e s

A U T H O R I T Y :  A S  4 1 . 3 5. 11 0

S T A T U S : A C T I V E

R E Q U I R E M E N T S :

P R O H I B I T I O N S :

TERM: 3 y e a r s

D E S C R I P T I O N :  7 m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  G o v e r n o r :  3 w i t h
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  re levant backg ro u nd s f r o m  e a c h  of the f o llowing 
fields: history, ar chitecture, a r c h e o l o g y ;  2 r e p r e s e n t i n g  
i n d i g e n o u s  e t h n i c  groups; plus s t a t e  m u s e u m  d i r e c t o r  a n d  state 
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  ( ap po in te d  under N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  
Ac t of 1966) w i t h  no terms; serve at the p l e a s u r e  of Governor; 
c o m m i t t e e  e l e c t s  chair.

S P E C I A L  F A C T S :  Q u o r u m  - 5 members. S e r v e  at the p l e a s u r e  of
the G o v e r n o r .

FUNCTION: D e v e l o p s  c r i t e r i a  for e v a l u a t i o n  of m o n u m e n t s  and
h i s t o r i c  sites, f o r m u l a t e s  and revi ew s surveys, a p p r o v e s  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to N a t i o n a l  Register; r e c o m m e n d s  h i s t o r i c  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  grant p r o j e c t  for funding.

C O M P E N S A T I O N :  S t a n d a r d  t ravel/per diem.

M E E T IN GS :  A t  least t h r e e  times a year; two days m a x i mu m.
P o s s i b l y  o n e  m e e t i n g  a y e a r  via t e l c o n f e r e n c e .

*FOR F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  CONTACT: C h ie f,  O f f i c e  o f  His to ry /
A r c h a e o l o g y ,  D i v i s i o n  of Parks, Dept, o f  N a t u r a l  R esources,
B o x  107001, Anchorage, A K  9 9510-7001 PHONE: 7 6 2 - 2 6 2 6

( Re vi s e d  10/27/92)



B O A R D : H I S T O R I C A L  COMMISSION. A L A S K A

B O A R D  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  NUMBER: 45

T I T L E :  A l a s k a  H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i s s i o n

D EP T:  Department: of Natu ra l  R e s o ur c es

A U T H O R I T Y : AS 4 1 . 3 5 . 3 0 0

S T A T U S : A C T I V E  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S :

P R O H I B I T I O N S :

T ERM: 2 y ea rs

D E S C R I P T I O N :  6 mem be r s:  4 a p p o i n t e d  by G o v e r n o r  fr om  n o m i n e e s
s u b m i t t e d  ea ch  y e a r  by the A l a s k a  H i s t o r i c a l  Soci et y (persons 
w h o  h a v e  s e r v e d  o n  the c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  be r e n o m i n a t e d ) ; 
L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  (ex-officio) serves as chair; a n d  the 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  (ex-officio) w h o  may n o t  vote.

S P E C I A L  FACTS: A n n u a l  report to Governor.

F U N C T I O N :  Surveys, evaluates, a n d  cat a lo gs  p r i n t e d  p r e h i s t o r y /
h i s t o r y  m a t e r i a l s ;  registers w o r k  in p r o g r e s s ;  ident if ie s 
s o u r c e s ; c o o r d i n a t e s  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n  of w o r k s  to 
p r e s e n t  A l a s k a ' s  past.

C O M P E N S A T I O N :  S t a n d a r d  travel / pe r diem.

M E E T I N G S :  2-3 times per year; 16 days m a x i m u m .

* F O R  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  CONTACT: Chief, O f f i c e  of H i s t o r y /
A r c h a e o l o g y ,  Dept, of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 107001, 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 0 - 7 0 0 1  PHONE: 762-2626 (Revised 3/24/92)



BOARDS & C O M M I S S I O N S  T A S K  FORCE: I n d i v i d u a l  F i s c a l  N o t e s

DEPT. O F  C O M M U N I T Y  & R E G I O N A L  A F F A I R S  

G e o g r a p h i c  N a m e s  B o a r d

FY 93O P E R A T I N G
P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s
T r a v e l
C o n t r a c t u a l
S u p p l i e s
E q u i p m e n t
Land & S t r u c t u r e s
Grants,. C l a i m s
M i s c e l l a n e o u s
T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G

C A P I T A L

R E V E N U E  F U N D  SOURCE: 1004

F U N D I N G
G e n e r a l  F u n d
F e d e r a l  F u n d s
O t h e r  F u n d  S o u r c e  G F / P R
T O T A L

P O S I T I O N S
F u l l - T i m e
P a r t - T i m e
T e m p o r a r y

10.7 PS i n c l u d e s  2 0 %  of the s a l a r y  & b e n e f
1.3 f o r  a n  E x e c u t i v e  Sec. p os it io n.
5.3 
0.4

17.7

17.7

17.7



B O A R D S  & C O M M I S S I O N S  T A S K  FORCE: I n d i v i d u a l  F i scal N o t e s

H i s t o r i c  Si te s A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n

O P E R A T I N G  F Y  93
P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s  
T r a v e l  
C o n t r a c t u a l  
S u p p l i e s  
E q u i p m e n t  
L a n d  & S t r u c t u r e s  
G r a n t s , Cl aims 
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  
T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G

C A P I T A L

R E V E N U E  FU ND  SOURCE:

F U N D I N G
G e n e r a l  F u n d  11.6
F e d e r a l  Funds 
O t h e r  F u n d  Source:
T O T A L  11 • 6

P O S I T I O N S
F u l l - T i m e
P a r t - T i m e
T e m p o r a r y

6 .0
3.6
1 .0
1 .0

1 1 .6



BOARDS & C O M M I S S I O N S  T A S K  FORCE: I n d i v i d u a l  F i s c a l  N o t e s

H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i s s i o n

O P E R A T I N G  F Y  93
P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s
T r a v e l  3.4
C o n t r a c t u a l  1 • 0
S u p p l i e s  0•8
E q u i p m e n t
L a n d  & S t r u c t u r e s
G r a n t s ; C l a i m s
M i s c e l l a n e o u s
T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G  5.2

C A P I T A L

R E V E N U E  F U N D  SOURCE:

F U N D I N G
G e n e r a l  F u n d  5.2
F e d e r a l  F un ds  
O t h e r  F u n d  Source:
T O T A L  5.2

P O S I T I O N S
F u l l - T i m e
P a r t - T i m e
T e m p o r a r y


