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For the last six years, two Alaska Marine Highway vessels, the 
Bartlett and the Tustemena, have detoured into Columbia Bay 
when traveling between Valdez and Whittier. The intrusion of 
the marine highway ferries into Columbia Bay places the State 
of Alaska in direct competition with private tour operators.

Private tour operators have voiced strong opposition to this 
competition in the past and the anticipated loss of revenues 
for the upcoming tour season, from May 16th - Sept. 30th, will 
be significant. It is time for the State to get out of the tour 
busiress in Columbia Bay and let private enterprise take over.

Moreover, the purpose of the Alaska Marine Highway System is 
to provide point to point intrastate and interstate marine 
transportation for Alaska’s coastal communities that are not 
served by the road system. Arguably, it is an appropriate role 
for the state to assist in the establishment of new markets 
for Alaskan products, including tourism. The key question, 
however, is when should the state let private enterprise take 
over.

There is a thriving Columbia Glacier tour market at the present 
time and private Prince William Sound tour operators are 
capable of satisfying demands for this tour service. SCR 24 
supports the position that it is an appropriate time for the 
State of Alaska to get out of the tour business in Columbia 
Bay.

I would appreciate your support of SCR 24.
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October 5, 1988

D e a r  S t e v e ,
S o r r y  y o u r  b u s y  s c h e d u l e  d o e s n ' t  a l l o w  f o r  a t t e n d a n c e  a s  S u n d a w g s  R u g b y  

f u n c t i o n s .  O u r  a n n u a l  b a n q u e t  i s  F r i d a y ,  O c t .  1 4 ,  a t  I v o r y  D i c k ' s .  E n c l o s e d  

a r e  t w o  p a t c h e s ,  ‘ i h e  o n e  i s  t h e  n e w e r  S u n d a w g s  p a t c h  a . i d  t h e  o t h e r  i s  f r o m  t h e  

u o s i k ' s  G o l d e n  O l d i e s  t o u r  t o  A u k l a n d  i n  1 9 3 7 .  T h e  n e x t  G o l d e n  O l d i e s  i s  i n  

T o r o n t o  i n  1 9 3 9 j I  d o n ’ s u p p o s e  t h e  G o v e r n o r  n e e d s  t o  e n t e r  t r a d e  n e g o t i a ­

t i o n s ,  b o r d e r  d i s p u t e s  o r  c o - o p c r a t i v c  f i s h i n g  v e n t u r e s  w i t h  t h e  C a n a d i a n s  

n e x t  S e p t e m b e r ?  I n  T o r o n t o ?  I  t h o u g h t  n o t .  H u t  k e e p  t h i s  i n  m i n d ;  W h e n  y o u  

s t e p  d o w n  f r o m  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  h o r s e  t h e  G o l d e n  O l d i e s  r u g b y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

w i l l  b e  t h e r e  f o r  y o u  t o  p l a y  u n t i l  y o u  a r e  3 0 !

M o w  f o r  t h e  b e e f ,  I ' m  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o p i n i o n s  o r :  b e h a l f  o f  

l o n g  t i m e  f r i e n d s  w h o s e  l i v e l i h o o d  i s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  b e i n g  j e o p a r d i z e d  b y  t h e  

S t a t e .  T h e  s u b j e c t  i s  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y s  s i d e  t o u r s  i n t o  C o l u m b i a  

g l a c i e r  i n  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d .  T h e  f r i e n d s  a r e  t h e  S t a n  S t e p h e n s  f a m i l y  

o f  N o r t h  P o l e .  I  b e l i e v e  y o u  g o t  a  c h a n c e  t o  m e e t  S t a n  d u r i n g  y o u r  1 9 8 6  

g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a m p a i g n ,  a n d  m a y  w e l l  h a v e  s p o k e n  w i t h  o r  h e a r d  m o r e  a b o u t  

h i m  m o r e  r e c e n t l y  a s  h e  i s  q u i t e  a c t i v e  i n  P r i n c e  W m .  S o u n d  ( P W S )  p o l i t i c a l ,  

e n v i r o a m e n t a l ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c  i s s u e s .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  

g l a c i e r  t o u r  o p e r a t o r s  w o r k i n g  o u t  o f  V a l d e z  a n d  t h e y  s h a r e  t h e  s a m e  c o n c e r n s  

a b o u t  c o m p e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  f e r r y  s y s t e m  b u t  I  w i l l  u s e  S t a n  a s  m y  e x a m p l e  a s  

h i s  i s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a b o u t  w h i c h  I  a m  b e s t  i n f o r m e d .

• »

S t a n  h a s  b e e n  i n  A l a s k a  s i n c e  t h e  m i d - 1 9 6 0 s  a s  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  N o r t h  P o l e  

a n d  p a r t - t i m e  r e s i d e n t  o f  V a l d e z .  H e  h a s  h a i l  a  c h a r t e r  b u s i n e s s  f o r  f i s h i n g ,  

n u i i t i n g ,  a n d  s i g h t s e e i n g  s i n c e  u e i o r e  » j / ; ,  u n e n  i  l i r s t  m e c  n i i u  a n u  w e i i L  

o u t  o n  a  g o a t  h u n t  w i t h  h i m .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  h e  w a s  e m p l o y e d  f u l l  t i m e  a t  

E i e l s o n  A F H  a s  c i v i l i a n  h e a d  o f  m a i n t e n a n c e  i n  t h e  m o t o r  p o o l .  H e  r a n  h i s  

c h a r t e r  b u s i n e s s  o n  h i s  v a c a t i o n  t i m e  a n d  o n  w e e k e n d s  f r o m  M a y  t h r o u g h  O c t ­

o b e r  f o r  y e a r s .  E v e r y  s p a r e  m o m e n t  a n d  e v e r y  s p a r e  p e n n y  w e n t  b a c k  i n t o  

t h e  c h a r t e r  b u s i n e s s .  I  w e n t  o u t  w i t h  h i m  n u m e r o u s  t i m e s  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  a n d  

h e  a l w a y s  s p o k e  o f  h i s  d r e a m  o f  o p e r a t i n g  o u t  o f  V a l d e z  a n d  d o i n g  m o r e  t o u r i s m  

w i t h  c r i p s  t o  t h e  C o l u m b i a  g l a c i e r  a n d  o t h e r  a r e a s  i n  P W S .  H e  b e g a n  t o  

r e a l i z e  h i s  d r e a m  a b o u t  1 0  y e a r s  a g o  w h e n  h e  q u i t  h i s  j o b  ( w i t h  r e t i r e m e n t  

o n l y  a  f e w  y e a r s  a w a y )  m o r t g a g e d  a l l  h e  o w n e d  a n d  h a d  a  n e w  b o a t  b u i l t  e x p r e s s ­

l y  f o r  g l a c i e r  t o u r i n g .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  C o l u m b i a  Q u e e n  h a d  b e e n  i n  s e r v i c e  

r u n n i n g  g l a c i e r  t o u r s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  1 0  y e a r s ,  a n d  S t a n  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  d e c i d e d  

t o  c o m p e t e  f u l l  t i n e  f o r  t h i e r  m a r k e t .  T h e y  b o u g h t  a  h o u s e  i n  V a l d e 2 a n d  

m o v e d  t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  s u m m e r ,  r .  t r a d i t i o n  t h e y  h a v e  k e p t  u p  

e v e r  s i n c e .  T h i e r  f l e e t  h a s  g o n e  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  c h a n g e s  i n  b o a t s ,  r o u t e s ,

. a n d  s c h e d u l e s  t o  w h o r e  t h e y  n o w  h a v e  1  b o a t  i n  C o r d o v a  s t r i c t l y  f o r  c h a r t e r  

w o r k ,  a n d  t w o  i n  V a l d e z  o n  t h e  r e g u l a r  g l a c i e r  t o u r  r u n s .  T h e y  h a v e  a l s o



l e a s e d  2 0 0  a c r e s  o n  G r o w l e r  I s l a n d  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  c h a n n e l  f r o m  t h e  g l a c i e r  

w h e r e  t h e i r  t o u r  c u s t o m e r s  a r e  f e d  l u n c h  i n  a  b e a u t i f u l ,  r u s t i c  A l a s k a n  

a c o m o s p h e r e .

E v e r  s i n c e  S t a n  h a s  b e e n  i n  f u l l  t i m e  g l a c i e r  b u s i n e s s ,  h e  h a s  c o m e  

t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  h i s  t o u g h e s t  c o m p e t i t i o n  c o m e s  n o t  f r o m  t h e  C o l u m b i a  Q u e e n  

o r  a n y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t o u r  b o a t s ,  b u t  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  ( A M U )  

s y s t e m ' s  f e r r i e s ,  S t a n  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  a r e  t h e  h a r u e s t  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  I  k n o w .

H i s  e n e r g y  i s  f o c u s e d  o n  h i s  f a m i l y ,  h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  

P W S  a n d  A l a s k a .  H e  i s  a  f a i r  m a n  a n d  w e l c o m e s  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  f r o m  p r i v a t e  

e n t e r p r i s e .  I t  s e e m s  u n f a i r ,  t h e n ,  f o r  h i m  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  t o  h a v e  t o  c o m p e t e  

h e a d  t o  h e a d  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e y  r e l y  o n  a  9 0  d a y  t o u r i s t  s e a s o n  t o  r e a p  

a  3 6 5  d a y  i n c o m e .  T h e  s t a t e  d o e s n ' t  c o m p e t e  w i t h  i t s  f i s h e r m e n ;  t h e  s t a t e  

d o e s n ' t  c o m p e t e  w i t h  i t s  l o g g e r s ,  t h e  s t a t e  d o e s n ' t  t r a p ,  o r  g u i d e  h u n t e r s  

f o r  b e a r  o r  m o o s e .  W h y ,  t h e n ,  * d o e s  i t  c o m p e t e  w i t h  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

t o u r i s m  t r a d e ?  T h e  A M H  i s  a n  i n t e g r a l  a i n d  n e c e s s a r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

n e t w o r k  i n  s o u t h e a s t  a n d  s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a .  I t  g e t s  p e o p l e ,  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  

a n d  f r e i g h t  f r o m  p l a c e  t o  p l a c e  i n  a  t i m e l y  m a n n e r .  I t  b r i n g s  t o u r i s t s  t o  

t o w n s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  o t h e r w i s e  b y p a s s e d  b y  m a n y .  I t  i s  c o n v e n i e h f a n d  i n e x p e n ­

s i v e .  A n d ,  i t  s h o u l d  s t o p  t h e r e !  ^ t a n  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  o p e r a t o r s  s u p p o r t  t h e  

f e r r y  s y s t e m ,  i n d e e d  t h e y  r e l y  o n  i t  i n  p a r t  f o r  b r i n g i n g  p e o p l e  t o  t h e  a r e a ,  

t h e r e b y  b o l s t e r i n g  t h e  l o c a l  e c o n o m y ,  b u t  t h e  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  V a l d e z 1 a n d  

W h i t t i e r  i s  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a  f e r r y  r i d e .  H a v e  y o u  e v e r  b e e n  o n  t h a t  

t r i p ?  J u d y  a n d  J. t o o k  i t  t h i s  s u m m e r  f r o m  W h i t t i e r  t o  V a l d e z  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  

t o  j o i n  t h e  S t e p h e n s  f o r  t h e i r  g l a c i e r  c r u i s e  a n d  a  f e w  d a y s  u u  G r o w l e r  i s l a n d .  

T h e  f e r r y  p u l l e d  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  g l a c i e r ' s  b a y ,  a t  l e a s t  a  1 0  m i l e  a n d  1 5 -  

6 0  m i n u t e  d e t o u r ,  s t o p p e d  a n d  m e n e u v e r e d  a s  d o e s  t o  t h e  g l a c i e r  f a c e  a s  

p o s s i b l e ,  p r e s e n t e d  a  s l i d e  s h o w  a n d  n a t u r e  t a l k  a n d  t h e n  l e f t .  I t  w a s  w o n d e r ­

f u l .  A n d  f r e e .  A n d  e x a c t l y  w h a t  w e  h a d  e x p e c t e d  w h e n  w e  w e n t  o u t  w i t h  S t a r  

H a d  w e  b e e n  t o u r i s t o s ,  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  c a n c e l l e d  t h e  t r i p  w i t h  t h e  p r i v a t e  

o p e r a t o r  a f t e r  h a v i n g  g o t t e n  a  t o u r  g r a t i s  f r o m  t h e  s o v e r e i g n  s t a r e  o f  

A l a s k a .

I  s p o k e  t o  J o h n  H o l t e r m a n  o f  A M H .  H e  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  f e r r y  h a s  b e e n  

r u n n i n g  t o  t h e  g l a c i e r  s i n c e  1 9 6 5  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a n  h i s t o r i c  p r e c e d e n t  f o r  

t h e m  t o  b e  t h e r e .  W e l l  t h e  C o l u m b i a  Q u e e n  h a d  b e e n  i n  s e r v i c e  o n  t h a t  r o u t e  

f o r  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  m v  f i r s t  v i s i t  i n  1 9 7 1 .  M r  H o l t e r m a n  s a i d  t h e  p e o p l e  

o f  V a l d e z  a n d  W h i t t i e r  l i k e d  t h e  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  b u s i n e s s  i t  g e n e r a t e d  

f o r  t h e m .  1  w o u l d  s a y  y e s ,  t h e  f e r r y  p l a y s  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  b r i n g i n g  t o u r i s t s  

i n t o  t h o s e  t o w n s ,  b u t  m o r e  l o c a l  i n c o m e  w o u l d  b e  g e n e r a t e d  i f  t h e  s t a t e  s t o p p e d



»

I I K  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  2 0 %  o f  t h e  f e r r y  r i d e r s  a r e  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  a n d  

t h e y  g e t  t o  r i d e  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e .  T h i s  i s  a  n i c e  g e s t u r e  c n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

s t a t e ,  b u t  i f  y o u r  w e r e  a n  e l d e r l y  t r a v e l e r  w h i c h  t o u r  w o u l d  y o u  t a k e ?  T h e r e  

i s  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  s e n i o r s  w h o  d r i v e  t o  V a l d e z  o r  W h i t t i e r ,  p a r k  t h e i r  

v e h i c l e s ,  a n d  r i d e  t h e  f e r r y  r o u n d - t r i p  f r o m  o n e  p o r t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  a n d  r e t u r n  

f o r  f r e e !  I  f o u n d  t h i s  o u t  f r o m  1 0 /  a n d  c a m p e r  p a r k  o p e r a t o r s  i n  V a l d e z .

F r e e  t r a v e l  t o  t h e  e l d e r l y  i s  f i n e ,  b u t  f r e e  t o u r s  t o  h i g h l i g h t s  s u c h  a s  

C o l u m b i a  g l a c i e r  a r e  n o t .  T h e  e l d e r l y  w h o  t r a v e l  a r o u n d  o u r  s t a t e  a r e  a m o n g  

t h e  m o s t  a b l e  t o  a f f o r d  i t .  S t a n  g i v e s  t h e n  r e d u c e d  r a t e s  f o r  t h e  t o u r s  

h e  o p e r a t e s ,  b u t  t h e  f e r r y  t a k e s  m a n y  o f  h i s  p o t e n t i a l  c l i e n t s  a w a y  a t  t a x p a y e r ' s  

e x p e n s e !  D u r i n g  t h e  r e g u l a r  p a s s a g e  f r o m  p o r t  t o  p o r t ,  t h e  f e r r y  w o u l d  p a s s  

j u s t  5  m i l e s  o u t  f r o m  t h e  g l a c i e r  f a c e  a m i d s t  t h e  c a l v e d  i c e b e r g s .  T H e  g l a c i e r  

f r o n t  i s  v i s i b l e  f o r  2 0  m i n u t e s  f r o m  t h a t  r a n g e  a n d  i s  t r u l y  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  

s i g h t .  T h i s  i s  s p e c t a c u l a r  s c e n e r y  a n d  I  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  

t o  g i v e  i t s  f e r r y  p a s s e n g e r s  m e r e  t h a n  t h i s  v i e w ,  a n d  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  

t h e y  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  t o  e x t e n d  t h i s  s i g h t s e e i n g  v e n t u r e  i n t o  a n  a r e a  s o  w e l l  

s u p p l i e d  w i t h  l o c a l  s e r v i c e s .  I .  f e e l  i t  i s  h a r m f u l  t o  t h e  l o c a l  e c o n o m y  

a n d  a  w a s t e  o f  t h e  t a x p a y e r ' s  m o n e y .  Y o u  m u s t  r e m e m b e r  t o o ,  t h a t  m a n y  o f  

t h e  r i d e r s  a r e  l o c a l s  w h o s e  m a i n  o b j e c t i v e  i s  t o  g e t  f r o m  o n e  p l a c e  t o  t h e  

o t h e r  i n  t h e  s h o r t e s t  t i m e .  T o  m a n y  o f  t h e m  I ' m  s u r e  t h e  s i d e  t r i p  i s  a n  

h o u r  t h e y  w o u l d  r a t h e r  w a s t e  s o m e  o t h e r  w a y .
i »

I  c a n  i m a g i n e  t h e  f e r r y  b e i n g  u s e d  a r a n  i n t i m a t e  s i g h t s e e i n g  v e s s e l  

i n  p v ;  a r p a  w h e r e  t h e  i l i s t a n c p  f r o m  a  r . o r t  w e r e  s o  g r e a t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  

c o s e  p r o h i b i t i v e  f o r  p r i v a t e  o p e r a t o r s  t o  r u n  c h a r t e r s  t o  i t .  I f  t h e  C o l u m b i a  

g l a c i e r  w e r e  a n o t h e r  3 0  m i l e s  f r o m  V a l d e z  I  d o u b t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a n y  b e e f  

a b o u t  t h e  AM I !  t o u r i n g  i t .  B u t  t h e  f a c t  i s  i t  i s  v e r y  a c c e s s i b l e  f r o m  V a l d e z  

a n d  t h e s e  o p e r a t o r s  d o  h a / e  a  c h a n c e  t o  m a k e  a  d e c e n t  l i v i n g  f r o m  i t .  L e t  

t h e  f e r r y  r i d e r s  g l i m p s e  t h e  g l a c i e r  a t  a  d i s t a n c e ,  f r o m  t h e  c h a n n e l ;  w h e t  

t h e i r  a p p e t i t e s  f o r  f u r t h e r  a d v e n t u r e ,  i n f o r m  t h e m  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  

p r i v a t e  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  g l a c i e r  a n d  o t h e r  a r e a s  w i t h i n  t h e  s o u n d ,  t h e n  l e t  

t h e  p r i v a t e  o p e r a t o r s  c o m p e t e  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s .

1  a s k e d  M r .  H o l t e r m a n  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n d u c t i n g  a  u s e r  s u r v e y  

c o  a s s e s s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  g l a c i e r  d e t o u r  t o  f e r r y  r i d e r s h i p .  I s  i t  

a  c r u c i a l  d r a w i n g  c a r d ?  W o u l d  p e o p l e  p a s s  u p  t h e  f e r r y  r i d e  a l t o g e t h e r  i f  

t h e  g l a c i e r  w e r e  l e f t  o u t ?  I  d o u b t  i t  d u e  t o  t h e  n e e d  f o r  p a s s a g e  f r o m  p o r t  

c o  p o r t ;  p e o p l e  d o n ' t  l i k e  d e a d  e n d  r o a d s .  A n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n g l e  w o u l d  

b e  t o  f i g u r e  t h e  c o s t  s a v i n g s  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  H o l t e r m a n  s a i d  h e  t h o u g h t  t h e y  

w o u L d  n e g l i g i b l e ,  b u t  t h e  h o u r  s a v e d  o n  e a c h  r u n  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  l o w e r

3.



4.

c o s t s  b y  1 2 - 1 5 % .  P e r h a p s  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  r . o u r  w o u l d  

b e  t o  s i m p l y  d r o p  i t  f o r  a  y e a r  o r  t w o  a n d  s e e  i f  t h e  f e r r y  s u f f e r e d .  Y o u  

c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  f i n d  t h a t  o u t  e a s i l y  b y  c o m p a r i n g  f i g u r e s  f r o m  t h e  H a m m o n d  

y e a r s ;  w h e n  f o r m e r  G o v e r n o r  H a m m o n d  w a s  a p p r i s e d  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  b y  t h e  

s t a t e ,  h e  p r o m p t l y  c u t  t h e  g l a c i e r  t o u r  o u t  o f  t h e  f e r r y  i t i n e r a r y ,  G o v e r n o r  

S h e f f i e l d  r e - i n s t a t e d  i t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  r i s e ' t o  o f f i c e .  I  t h i n k  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

q u e s t i o n  h e r e  c e n t e r s  n o t  o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  s t a t e  n i g h t  l o s e  a  f e w  d o l l a r s  r e v e n u e ,

b u t  o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t h e  

p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  a n d  t o  c o m p e t e  w i t h  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d .

I ' v e  c a r r i e d  o n  e n o u g h  h e r e ,  S t e v e ,  a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  g e t  t h e  p o i n t  I  t r i e d  

t o  m a k e .  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h e r e  t h e s e  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  m a d e ,  b u t  I  f i g u r e d  t h e  

t o p  m i g h t  b e  a  g o o d  p l a c e  t o  a t a r t .  C o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  vour t h o u g h t s  

o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  a n d  p a s s  o n  a n y  c l u e s  a s  t o  w h e r e  t o  f u r t h e r  p u r s u e  t h e  m a t t e r .  

T h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  i n d u l g e n c e .

G i v e  m y  r e g a r d s  t o  M i c h a e l ,  a n d  f e e d  W a d e  p l e n t y  o f  K h e a t i e s ;  w e  n e e d

s o m e  n e w  b l o o d  o n  t h e  t e a m .  S i n c e r e l y

♦



W A V E T A M E R
North Country Kayaking 

P.O. Box 228, Kodiak, Alaska 99615 
907-486-2604

S e n a to r  C u r t  Menard 
S e n a to r  P a t P o u rc h o t 
S e n a to r F re d  Z h a ro f f  
Rep. C l i f f  D av idso n

May 6 ,  1991

G en tlem en ,

■ P le a se  p a rd o n  th e  c o l l e c t i v e  l e t t e r  fo rm a t b u t  I  w an ted  t o  re a c h  
you  a l l  i n  a t im e ly  m anner re g a r d in g  th e  passage o f  S enate  
C o n c u rre n t R e s o lu t io n  No. 24 R e la t in g  t o  s ta t e  f e r r y  to u r s  o f  
C o lum b ia  Bay and to  s e r v ic e  by th e  m a rin e  h ig h w a y  sys te m .

I  f e e l  i t  i s  i n  th e  b e s t  p r o g r e s s iv e  and c o o p e ra t iv e  i n t e r e s t  o f  
th e  A la s k a  M a rin e  H ighw ay and th e  p r iv a t e  v i s i t o r  in d u s t r y  to  
c le a r l y  e s t a b l is h  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e  A la s k a  M a rin e  H ighw ay 
ro u te s  in  P r in c e  W il l ia m  Sound.

Of p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e rn  i s  th e  in t r u s io n  o f  th e  s ta te - s u b s id iz e d  AMH 
sys tem  in t o  C o lum b ia  Bay w h ic h  r e s u l t s  in  d i r e c t  c o m p e t i t io n  w i th  
p r iv a t e  s e c to r  to u r is m  e f f o r t s .

I  f e e l  t h a t  AMH v e s s e ls  s h o u ld  s ta y  o u ts id e  o f  C o lum b ia  Bay and 
t h a t  th e  e x te n t  o f  t h e i r  i n t r u s io n  n o t  be based upon a r b i t r a r y  
g e o lo g ic a l  fe a tu r e s  c re a te d  b y  th e  u n p r e d ic ta b le  advance o r  r e t r e a t  
o f  th e  ic e  p a ck  o r  g la c ie r  fa c e .

The A la s k a  M a rin e  H ighw ay n e tw o rk  in  P r in c e  W i l l ia m  Sound i s  a 
u n iq u e  v i s i t o r  a m e n ity  i n  A la s k a . I t s  o p e ra t io n  s h o u ld  i n  no way 
h in d e r  o r  com pete w i t h  p r iv a t e  e n te r p r is e .  O p e ra t in g  o u ts id e  
C o lu m b ia  Bay s t i l l  a f f o r d s  p a sse n g e rs  a v ie w  o f  t h i s  w o n d e r fu l 
a t t r a c t i o n  w h i le  r e s e r v in g  th e  o p p o r tu n i t y  f o r  c lo s e r  s c r u t in y  to  
be p ro v id e d  b y  th o s e  p r iv a t e  v e n d o rs  who have in v e s te d  t im e  and 
c a p i t a l  i n t o  t h a t  s e r v ic e .

I  f e e l  th e  AMH can b e s t  s e rv e  c o a s ta l  A la s k a  b y  p r o v id in g  
c o n s is te n t ,  t im e ly  and re s p o n s ib le  s e r v ic e  t o  th o s e  c o m m u n itie s  
de p e n d e n t upon th e  AMH f o r  m y r ia d  commerce and t r a n s p o r ta t io n  
n e e d s . M a in ta in in g  a n o n -c o m p e t i t iv e  s ta t u r e  can o n ly  f u r t h e r  
enhance t h a t  r e la t io n s h ip  be tw een th e  AMH and p r iv a t e  e n te rp r is e . .

S in c e r e ly ,

Tom W atson
K od iak , AK



D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s

POSITION 
PAPER

BILL NO : SCR 24 APPROVED:

TITLE: Service Provided by A.M.LI.S. D ATE: May 8,1991

The M /V  E.L. Bartlett, a 193’ vessel with a capacity for 190 passengers and 30 vehicle units, 
serves the Prince William Sound communities o f Cordova, Valdez, and Whittier.

During the winter months, the M /V Bartlett makes 5 trips a week between Cordova and Valdez. 
In summer months (May through September) the M /V  Bartlett’s weekly schedule starts on 
Monday morning with die first o f 5 departures from Valdez to Whittier. In addition, the vessel 
w ill sail from Whittier to Valdez 5 times, Cordova to Valdez twice, Valdez to Cordova twice, 
and once each way between Cordova and Whittier.

An adult passage between Valdez and Whittier costs $56, a 23’ vehicle (average length for this 
run) costs $124. Adult and vehicle fare between Whittier and Cordova is the same except on 
voyages not via Columbia Glacier when the fares are reduced to $34 and $114 respectively.
The 7-hour run brings the ship no closer than 3.5 miles from the face o f Columbia Glacier.

Between May 1 and September 30,1990, the M /V  Bartlett transported 22,704 passengers and 
6,494 vehicles earning $1,642,395 in revenue while promoting regional growth and economic 
development. The A.M.H.S. estimates that 65% o f the M /V  Bartlett’s passenger traffic is 
accompanying an associated vehicle. Confirmed bookings have been made for 10,380 
passengers and 3,750 vehicles to travel on the M /V  Bartlett this summer.

The M /V  Tustumena, a 296’ vessel with a capacity fo r 220 passengers, 41 vehicle units, and 26 
staterooms, makes a weekly summer run from Seward to Valdez, via Columbia Glacier, then 
continues on to Cordova prior to its return along the same route. Between June 1 and 
September 30,1990, the M /V  Tustumena carried 4,786 passengers and 1,294 vehicles on this 
route, earning $170,576 in revenue. The A.M.H.S. estimates that 70% o f the M /V  
Tustumena’s passengers on this route are accompanying an associated vehicle. As o f May 2, 
there were 903 passengers and 255 vehicle bookings confirmed for the M /V Tustumena on the 
Seward-Valdez-Cordova and return sailings.

Elimination o f these routes, in particular the M/V Bartlett sailings, would have a dramatic impact 
on the traveling public, local community economy, and the revenues o f the A.M.H.S. It is not 
clear that there is private replacement service that w ill accommodate the demand for passenger 
and vehicle transportation across Prince William Sound.

F o r  F u r t h e r  I n fo rm a t io n  c o n ta c t  K a ty  M c H u g h  a t  4 6 5 - 3 9 0 0 .
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L t .  Gov. Steve McAlp ine  

Box AA

Juneau,  A laska  99811 

Dear S teve :

Here are a few c o p i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  sen t  t o  t he  s t a t e  i n  

r e g a r d s  to the  A laska  Mar i ne  Hiway System.  I  d o n ' t  have the  

copy o f  the  one sen t  by Cordova o r  the  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound 

C o a l i t i o n .  For i n f o r m a t i o n  on Cordova c a l l  Ma rg i e  Johnson,  
R e l u c t a n t  F i sherman,  42 4 -3272 ,  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on P.W.S.C.  c a l l  

Pete Nagel ,  Chugach A la s k a  C o r p . ,  563-8866 .  I  have no t  

en c l ose d  one o f  my own l e t t e r s  bu t  can do t h a t  a t  a l a t e r  da te  
i f  needed.

The one t h i n g  t h a t  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r e d  by t he  s t a t e  i s
the o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  o f  t he  A la ska  S t a t e  F e r r y  System wh i ch

passed the l e g i s l a t u r e .  I t  was n o t  the  i n t e n t  t h e n ,  nor  i s  

i t  now to  have the s t a t e  co m pe t i n g  w i t h  P r i v a t e  E n t e r p r i s e  i n  

t he  t o u r  b u s i n e s s .  The f e r r y  sys tem i s  a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

l i n k ,  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  a h i w ay .  The B a r t l e t t  i s  n o t h i n g  bu t  a 

t o u r b o a t ,  the  s t a t e  f r e e l y  a d m i t s  t h i s .  When t h e  B a r t l e t t

a c c i d e n t l y  grounded on t h e  m o ra i n e ,  the  j udge  d u r i n g  the  i n q u e s t ±

asked why t hey  were t h e r e ,  t hen they  s a i d ,  " i t  i s  because 

t he  G l a c i e r  makes the c r i p  p o s s i b l e . "  The s t f t t e  f r e e l y  adm i t s  

t h a t  i t  i s  f e a r  o f  l o s s  o f  r evenue  t h a t  keeps them compe t i ng  

w i t h  P r i v a t e  E n t e r p r i s e .
I  c a r r i e d  about  30% o f  my c a p c i t y  l a s t  y e a r ,  Wesuours about  

t he  same, the  G l a c i e r  Seas l e s s ,  and I ' m  no t  su re  about  the  

Lu Lu B e l l e .
I t s  c r i t i c a l  t o  a l l  o f  us t h a t  t he  s t a t e  d i s c o n t i n u e s  

t h i s  p r a c t i c e .  I f  t h i s  s t a t e  i s  t o  grow i n d e p e n d e n t  and s t r o n g
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i t  w i l l  d o  i t  w i t h  a  s t r o n g  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r ,  n o t  3 t a t e  g o v ­

e r n m e n t  ,

We s i m p l y  canno t  compete w i t h  the  s t a t e .  Sending a l on g  

an a r t i c l e  by an Anchorage paper  d e s c r i b e s  the B a r t l e t t  

when i t s  a t  t he  G l a c i e r .

Have you seen the new 1989 Mar i ne  Hiway B rochure?

The back page has a l a r g e  p i c t u r e  o f  the  B a r t l e t t  i n  a t  t he  

Co lumb ia  G l a c i e r .  George Dav idson  i s  go ing  to  t e l l  t he  Gov. 

t h a t  he c a n ' t  s t op  go ing  i n t o  the  G l a c i e r  i n  1989 because 

he a l r e a d y  had i t  a d v e r t i s e d .  T h i a  p i c t u r e  was pu t  i n  t h h t  

b r o c h u r e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  the  a rguement  when the t o p i c  came up.

S te v e ,  I  have never  l e t  up on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  They have

a lw ays  been aware o f  t he  c o n f l i c t .

I t s  t i m e  t hey  do t he  r i g h t  t h i n g  by chose o f  us who are 

t r y i n g  t o  s e r v i c e  a s h o r t  bu t  g r e a t  i n d u s t r y .

J u s t  one more t h i n g :  The F e d e r a l  government  g i v e s  the

s t a t e  money t o  he lp  b u i l d  t h e i r  b o a t s .  I  have t o  beg the  banks

and pay h i g h  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  to  b u i l d  mine.  The F e d e r a l  g o v e r ­

nment i n  t h i s  case i s  a l s o  compe t i ng  w i t h  P r i v a t e  E n t e r p r i s e .

T h a n k s ^ f p r  yours h e l p y i

C
S t a n l e y  F, Stephens
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January  4,  1989

For the  l a s t  s i x  yea rs  ( s i n c e  the  Hammond a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n )  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound t o u r  o p e r a t o r s  have been i n  
an ongo ing  b a t t l e  w i t h  the  S t a t e  Mar ine  Highway system 
over  the  M/V E .L .  B a r t l e t t .

The B a r t l e t t  competes d i r e c t l y  w i t h  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  
f o r  t o u r i s t  d o l l a r s  by making a d e t o u r  f rom i t s  normal  
p o i n t  A t o  p o i n t  B r o u t e  and go ing  i n t o  Columbia Bay. 
The Depar tment  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  has a d m i t t e d  t h a t  the 
reason they  make t h i s  d e t o u r  i s  because i t  g e ne ra te s  
more revenue f o r  them.

Being t h a t  t he  s t a t e  r e c e i v e s  f e d e r a l  funds t o  b u i l d  
t h e i r  v e s s e l s  and p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  must pay h i gh  
i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  t c  banks t o  b u i l d  t h e i r s ,  the  F ed e r a l  
Government  i s  i n  d i r e c t  and u n f a i r  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  
p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e .

I  know t h a t  you know t h a t  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  i s  the 
backbone and s t r e n g t h  o f  our  c o u n t r y .  To en fuse  cancer  
i n t o  t h i s  s t r e n g t h ,  even i n  a s m a l l  dose i s  a ve ry  dan­
gerous p r e c e d e n t .

The s t a t e  has r e c e i v e d  many l e t t e r s  ask ing  them no t  to  
compete w i t h  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  f rom the  A laska  V i s ­
i t o r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  The Va ldez  Chamber o f  Commerce, 
Cordova Chamber o f  Commerce, G l e n a l l e n  Chamber o f  Com­
merce,  Chugach N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  
Sound C o a l i t i o n ,  and many p r i v a t e  l e t t e r s  f rom compan­
i e s  and i n d i v i d u a l s .  Cop ies  o f  some o f  these  l e t t e r s  
a re  a t t a c h e d .

The s t a t e  has c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r e d  our  r e q u e s t s .  My 
q u e s t i o n  i s  why s ho u l d  t he  s t a t e  h ighway system 
r e c e i v e  f e d e r a l  f unds  t o  b u i l d  v e s s e l s  wh i ch compete 
d i r e c t l y  w i t h  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  f o r  t o u r i s t  d o l l a r s ?



No A laskan  wants to  t ake  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  such a f i n e  
o p e r a t i o n  as the A laska  Mar i ne  Highway System.  I  
b e l i e v e  i n  the A laska  Ma r i ne  Highway System.  I t  has 
p roven t o  be a g r e a t  a s s e t  t o  our  com mun i t i es  t h a t  have 
no road sys tem.  The sys tem s ho u ld  be used as an 
e x t e n s i o n  o f  a h ighway or  b r i d g e ,  bu t  no t  i n  compet ­
i t i o n  w i t h  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  f o r  t o u r i s t  d o l l a r s .
The B a r t l e t t  i a  now n o t h i n g  but  a money g e n e r a t i n g  t o u r  
b o a t .  I t  shou ld  be, i n s t e a d ,  p r o v i d i n g  around the  
c l o c k  s e r v i c e  to  Cordova,  Va ldez  and W h i t t i e r .

I s  i t  r i g h t  t h a t  you s ho u l d  f i g h t  f o r  h ighway f unds  
t h a t  c o u l d  put  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  l ong  t ime  A l a s k a n s ,  
ou t  o f  bus iness?

v

P lease  c o n s i d e r  s u g g e s t i n g  t o  the  s t a t e  t h a t  t hey  use 
t h i s  f e d e r a l l y  suppo r ted  system t o  use the s t a t e  f e r - v  
r i e s  as a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l i n k ,  and no t  as t o u r  b o a t s .

I n  deep r e s p e c t ,

Stan Stephens
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D e c e m b e r  t A ,  1 9 B B

H o n o r a b l e  G o v e r n o r  S t e v e n  C o w p e r  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
P o u c h  A
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 0 1 1

R e i  C u r r e n t  i n t r u s i o n  
t h e  A l a s k a  F e r r y ,  M /V

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r :

i n t o  C o l u m b i a  B a y ,  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d ,  b y  
B a r t l e t t  a n d  M / V  T u s t e m e n a

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n  my p o s i t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  
c u r r e n t  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  F e r r y  S y s t e m ' s  s c h e d u l e d  e x c u r s i o n  i n t o  
C o l u m b i a  B a y ,  d i r e c t l y  c o m p e t i n g  w i t h  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e .

A s  I ’ m s u r e  y o u  a r e  a w a r e ,  m a n y  l e t t e r s  f r o m  l o c a l  t o u . '  
o p e r a t o r s ,  c h a m b e r s  o f  c o m m e r c e ,  c o n v e n t i o n  t» v i s i t o r s  h u r e a u s ,  
a n d  s t r o n g  t o u r i s m  l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  t o  y o u  a n d  
o t h e r  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  v o i c i n g  t h e i r  s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n s  o n  c o m p e t i t i o n  
b e t w e e n  t h e  S t a t e  o p e r a t e d  f e r r y  s y s t e m  a n d  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e .  
T h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  a d d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  l e t t e r s  b e i n g  g e n e r a t e d  a n d  
b e i n g  f o r w a r d e d  t o  y o u r  o f f i c e .  1 f e e l  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  d e m a n d s  
s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  a n d  u n f a i r  
c o m p e t i t i o n  h a s  c a u s e d  d a m a g e  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  
p r i v a t e  t o u r  o p e r a t o r s  s e r v i c i n g  t h e  v i s i t o r  i n d u s t r y  I n  P r i n c e  
W i l l i a m  S o u n d .

■; D u r i n g  my c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  G e o r g e  D a v i d s o n  o n  t h i s  d a t e ,  h e
?! i n d i c a t e s  t h e  F e r r y  B a r t l e t t  w i l l  s u f f e r  s e v e r e  f i n a n c i a l  d a m a g e

i f  f o r c e d  t o  s t o p  t h e  C o l u m b i a  B a y / C o l u m b i a  G l a c i e r  t r i p ?
] h o w e v e r ,  I n e e d  t o  e m p h a s i z e  w e ,  t o o ,  h a v e  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e

h a r d s h i p s  w h e n  c o m p e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e .  He  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t o  
■I c o n s i d e r  a n y  s c h e d u l e  c h a n g e  w o u l d  t a k e  s t r o n g  d i r e c t i o n  f r o m

y o u .

T h i s  i s s u e  h a s  b e c o m e  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  o f  g r e a t  c o n c e r n  t o  
p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e .  L o b b y i n g  g r o u p s  h a v e  a d o p t e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  a n d  a s  o f  y e t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e s e  

| r e s o l u t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  t o  y o u r  o f f i c e ,  no  r e s p o n s e  a s  t o  y o u r
c o n s i d e r e d  a c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  n o t e d .  W h a t e v e r  h a p p e n e d  t o  
g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  d o i n g  w h a t  p r i v a t e  
e n t e r p r i s e  c a n n o t ?

T h e  f e r r y  s y s t e m  I s  c r i t i c a l  a s  a s o u r c e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t  I o n  t o  t h e  
many r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d ,  
p r o v i d i n g  t h e  h i g h w a y  n e t w o r k  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  
C o r d o v a  r e s i d e n t  I O f t e n  t h e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  c a n  o n l y  p r o v i d e  t h e
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n e c e s s a r y  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  f u n c t i o n  a n d  
g e n e r a t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ,  
s y s t e m s  L o o s e s  l o t s  o f  m o n e y  c l e a r i n g  s n o w  
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  d o e s  n o t  l o o k  a t  t h i s  l o s s  
n e c e s s a r y  f u n c t i o n s ;  h o w e v e r > i t  s e e m s  t h e  
a d d r e s s e d  j u s t  t h i s  w a y .  h y  q u e s t i o n  
c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ?

c a n n o t  b e  a r e v e n u e ;  
I ’ m s u r e  t h e  h i g h w a y  
a n d  p e r f o r m i n g  h i g h w a y ,  
a s  r e a s o n  t o  s t o p  t h e  

F e r r y  s y s t o m  I s  b e i n g ;  
i s , . .  . w h e r e  i s  th e . .

T h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  t h e  F e r r y  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  g o  i n t o  C o l u m b i a  B a y  
a n d  o f f e r  t h i s  e x c u r s i o n  i s  a m i s t r u t h .  T h e  G v s p y  Q u e e n  l o n g  
b e f o r e  t h e  E a r t h q u a k e  w a s  m a k i n g  d a i l y  t r i p s  i n  C o l u m b i a  G l a c i e r .  
T h e r e  w as  n o t  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  f e r r y  i n t o  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d
t h e n .  I t  d i d  t a k e  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  l o n g e r  t o  r e c o v e r  f r o m  t h e
d a m a g e  o f  t h e  E a r t h q u a k e .  T h e  F e r r y  s t a r t e d  r l q h ' „  u p  o f f e r i n g  
t h i s  t o u r i s t  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  b u t  b y  1 9 6 7 ,  b o t h  w e r e  i r  t h e  C o l u m b i a  
G l a c i e r  b u s i n e s s .

I t  i s  t i m e  t h e  S t a t e  s t o p s  p l a y i n g  T O U R  B O A T l

I h o p e  y o u  a r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  b a n k r u p t  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  f o r  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  F e r r y  S y s t e m .  I ’ v e  s t r i v e d ]  
s i n c e  t h e  H am m ond A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  s h o w  t h e  S t a t e  ho w  w r o n g  a n d  
ho w  e x t r e m e l y  d a m a g i n g  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  
d i r e c t  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  i s .  I f e e }  t h e  m a i n  p r o b l e m  
w i t h  a n y  c h a n g e  t o  t h e  F e r r y  S y s t e m  s c h e d u l e  o r  r o u t e  i s  t h e  
c e r t a i n  p o l i t i c a l  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  may a r i s e ,  f a v o r a b l e  o r  
u n f a v o r a b l e .  j

i

I t  i s  my g r e a t e s t  c o n c e r n  t h a t  t h i s  i s s u e  n o t  b e  s h o v e d  b e h i n d
t h e  d o o r  a n d  t h a t  y o u  a d d r e s s  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e s ’ c r i t i c a l  
s i t u a t i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y .  j
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Alaska Sightseeing Tours
|  I^'bt A 349 Wrangull Si., Anchorage, AK 99501XA. aV.£2Ll£loll\£*. (9 0 7) 276 -7141 • Telex: (0 9 0) 26563 • F.u: (9 0 7) 276 2 (5 5

M a r c h  28, 1991

To: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C u r t  M e n a r d
J o h a n n a  M u n s o n  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

From: J o h n  K r e i l k a m p
D i r e c t o r  of S a l e s  
A l a s k a  s i g h t s e e i n g  T o u r s  
543 w e s t  4th A v e n u e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1  
9 0 7 - 2 7 6 - 1 3 0 5  (fax 2 7 2 - 5 6 1 7 )

RE: T h e  M / V  B a r t l e t t ' s  o p e r a t i o n  in t o  C o l u m b i a  B a y

O n  b e h a l f  of A l a s k a  s i g h t s e e i n g  To u r s ,  I w a n t  to m a k e  it v e r y  c l e a r
t h a t  we  are o p p o s e d  to the p r e s e n c e  of the s t a t e ' s  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y
v e s s e l s  in C o l u m b i a  Bay. C o l u m b i a  B a y  has n u m e r o u s  p r i v a t e
c a r r i e r s  o p e r a t i n g  d a i l y  i n t o  the sound. R a r e l y  h a v e  those 
o p e r a t o r s  h a d  t h e i r  i n v e n t o r y  of a v a i l a b l e  seats d r y  up  b e c a u s e  of 
p o p u l a r  d e m a n d .  As the n u m b e r  of d a y  b o a t s  o p e r a t i n g  in the S o u n d  
i n c r e a s e s ,  it o n l y  ad d s  i n s u l t  to i n j u r y  s e e i n g  a b l u e  c a n o e  
o p e r a t e d  w i t h  t a x p a y e r s  m o n e y ,  c r u i s e  i n t o  C o l u m b i a  Bay.

C o l u m b i a  G l a c i e r  is o n e  o f  the m o s t  r e n o w n e d  d e s t i n a t i o n s  in 
A l a s k a ,  if n o t  the w o r l d .  T o  h a v e  a h a l f  d c 2en p r i v a t e  o p e r a t o r s  
c o m p e t i n g  w i t h  the S t a t e  in the B a y  is r i d i c u l o u s .  As o n e  w h o  has 
r e g u l a r l y  a t t e n d e d  m a r k e t p l a c e  f o r u m s  s u c h  as t h e  N a t i o n  To u r  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I c r i n g e  w h e n  I h e a r  b u y e r s  say that o u r  g r o u p  care 
b e t w e e n  W h i t t i e r  a n d  V a l d e z  is t w i c e  that of the F e r r y ' s .  We 
s i m p l y  c a n n o t  c o m p e t e  w i t h  the r a t e s  set b y  the S t a t e  of A l as ka .

T h e  F e r r y  s y s t e m  s h o u l d  s t i c k  to a c o u r s e  w h i c h  s e r v e s  the d i r e c t  
p a t h  fr o m  c o m m u n i t y  to c o m m u n i t y  a n d  l e a v e  the s i g h t s e e i n g  cc 
p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y .  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  that the s t a t e  s t o p  this 
u n f a i r  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  a n d  d o  h o p e  to h e a r  from y o u  s o o n  o n  the 
p r o g r e s s  of y o u r  e f f o r t s .



H o l la n d  A m e r i c a  L i n e  
W e s te r n s  In c .

N o v e m b e r  7, 1988

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  S t e v e  c o w p e r
G o ve rn o r
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
P o u c h  A
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r :

A s  y o u  m a y  b e  aware, t h o s e  o f  us in the V i s i t o r  I n d u s t r y  in 
P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  a r e  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  b y  the f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  v e s s e l s  a r e  o p e r a t i n g  on a r o u t e  
p a r a l l e l  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  t o u r  v e s s e l s  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  
h a d  a v e r y  s e r i o u s  a n d  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  the o p e r a t i o n  of ali 
of t h e  p r i v a t e  t o u r  v e s s e l s  o n  t h e  So u n d .  T h e  G l a c i e r  Q u e e n  
II, w h i c h  w e  o p e r a t e ,  s a w  its v o l u m e  d r o p  b y  o v e r  21% f r o m  
1987 to 1988 e v e n  t h o u g h  w e  l o w e r e d  t h e  p r i c e  by o f f e r i n g  
s p e c i a l  i n c e n t i v e s .

W e  a r e  v e r y  a w a r e  t h a t  m a n y  g r o u p  t o u r  o p e r a t o r s  w h o  ha v e  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  u s e d  S t a n  S t e p h e n s ,  A l a s k a  S i g h t s e e i n g ,  or 
o u r s e l v e s ,  h a v e  n o w  m o v e d  o v e r  o n t o  t h e  ferry. T h i s  
s u b s i d i z e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  p l a c e s  a n  u n r e a s o n a b l e  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  
on t h e  p r i v a t e  o p e r a t o r s  a n d  e v e n  p l a c e s  s o m e  in j e o p a r d y  of 
l o s i n g  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s e s .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  
h a v e  a v e r y  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  h o t e l s ,  fuel s u p p l i e r s  a n d  
o t h e r  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  in V a l d e z  a s  w e ll.

I w o u l d  a s k  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  the 
A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  o p e r a t e  d i r e c t  b e t w e e n  V a l d e z  and 
W h i t t i e r  a n d  i n f o r m  a n y  i n q u i r i e s  t h e y  d o  r e c e i v e  t h a t  t h e y  
w i l l  b e  o p e r a t i n g  d i r e c t  a s  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  t o l d  b y  s o m e  
of  o u r  c u r r e n t  g r o u p  o p e r a t o r s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  p l a n n i n g  to l e a v e  
t h e  p r i v a t e  v e s s e l s  a n d  c r u i s e  o n  t h e  f e r r y  for 1989.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  issue. P l e a s e  l e t  me
k n o w  if I c a n  b e  o f  a n y  f u r t h e r  assis'
q u e s t i o n s .

T C T / s c h

cc: G e o r g e  D a v i d s o n
D i r e c t o r ,  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m

m o  l i l l i n t i  Me W c u  
S w i i k i . W A W I ' V  
200  Z H I J S J S
I u Il-c  I M l S M  l l - M . W S I - A

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  D i v i s i o n
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A R E S O L U T I O N  O F  THE 
G R E A T E R  C O P P E R  V A L L E Y  C H A M B E F  O F  C O M M E R C E  

RE: A L A S K A  M A R I N E  H I G H W A Y  P O L I C Y

w h e r e a s , the M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is 
an e x t e n s i o n  of the A l a s k a  s t a t e  h i g h w a y  system, 
a n d

w h e r f .AS , t o u r s  to t h e  C o l u m b i a  G l a c i e r  v i a  C o l u m b i a  Bay is a 
t o u r i s t  e x c u r s i o n  d e v e l o p e d  by p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  
for the b e n e f i t  of the v i s i t o r s  to A l a s k a  a n d  the 
t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y ,  and

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  of the s t a t e ' s  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  
i n t o  C o l u m b i a  B a y  b y  the f e r r i e s  t r a v e l i n g  b e t w e e n  
V a l d e s  a n d  W h i t t i e r  ( n a m e l y  t h e  M / V  B a r t l e t t  and 
M / v  T u s t u m e n a )  p l a c e s  the s t a t e  of A l a s k a  m  d i r e c t  
c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y ,  and

W H E R E A S ,  s u c h  c o m p e t i t i o n  is u n f a i r  b e c a u s e  t h r o u g h  s t a t e
s u b s i d i e s ,  the M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  is o f f e r i n g  
r e d u c e d  r a t e s  to the g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  and free 
p a s s a g e  to p e r s o n s  o v e r  t h e  a g e  of s i x t y - f i v e  (65) 
years, a n d

W H E R E A S ,  the p o l i c y  of fr e e  p a s s a g e  d u r i n g  the p e r i o d  from
M a y  16th to S e p t e m b e r  30th, c o m m o n l y  r e f e r r e d  to as 
the t o u r i s t  season, d o e s  not a p p l y  to a n y  ma i n  
t r u n k  line w i t h i n  the M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  s y s t e m  o ther 
t h a n  the li n e  b e t w e e n  V a l d e z  and W h i t t i e r ,  and

W H E R E A S ,  s u c h  u n f a i r  c o m p e t i t i o n  is p l a c i n g  p r i v a t e
e n t e r p r i s e  in f i n a n c i a l  j e o p a r d y ,

T H E R E F O R E  n o w  B E  IT R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  the G r e a t e r  C o p p e r  V a l l e y  
c h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e  h e r e b y  r e q u e s t s  that the S t ate 
of A l a s k a ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u b l i c  
F a c i l i t i e s ,  D i v i s i o n  of M a r i n e  H i g h w a y s ,  c e ase and 
d e s i s t  f r o m  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  of a l l o w i n g  any and all 
f e r r i e s  to e n t e r  the C o l u m b i a  B a y  from the p e r i o d  
of M a y  16, to S e p t e m b e r  30, and

F U R T H E R ,  t h a t  the M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  no longer a l low free 
p a s s a g e  to p e r s o n s  o v e r  the ace of s i x t y - f i v e  (65) 
y e a r s  o n  a n y  m a i n  t r u n k  li n e  of the system, 
i n c l u d i n g  the l i n e  b e t w e e n  V a l d e z  and W h i t tier, and
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F u r t h e r ,  that the M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  d e v e l o p  a c o n s t a n t  
and r e g u l a r  s c h e d u l e  and b e c o m e  a d a i l y  l i n k  
b e t w e e n  the m a j o r  c o m m u n i t i e s  of the P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  
Sound, n a m e l y  C o r d o v a ,  V a l d e s  and W h i t t i e r .

T h e  a b o v e  r e s o l u t i o n  is a p p r o v e d  and s i g n e d  th i s  L! 1'-_______

day of ,f ________

ofi i.reater C o p p e r ^ V a l l e y  C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e .

, 1938 b y  the f o l l o w i n g  members'

D o n n a  T o l l m a n ,  P r e s i d e n t

------
E v e l y n  B u n c h ,  s e c r e t a r y

Kr 1 ner~, D i r e c t o r

D o n  H o r y e l l ,  D i r e c t o r '

Davj'id Br

J a s p \ r  f-iajl, V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

■ - 4 /  z j i t . . .
iJdZman*. Tr<

' o * -
S a n d y  Fi. ■easurer

c
Ejo^ector

_  . J J ja J L . f iJ u a J
P e g g y ^ e t e s e c k e r , D i r e c t o r

R o n a l d  H u r a e y , D i r e c t p f
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N o v e m b e r  9 ,  1 9 8 8

h r .  G e o r g e  D a v i d s o n  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
A l a s k a  M a r i n o  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  
P o u c h  R
J u n e a u *  A l a s k a  9 9 B 1 1

D e a r  G e o r g e :

T h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  f o r  t h e  V a l d e z  C o n v e n t i o n  8. V i s i t o r s  
B u r e a u  a t  a m e e t i n g  o n  N o v e m b e r  B ,  1 9 B B ,  v o t e d  t o  u n a n i m o u s l y  
s u p p o r t  t h e  A l a s k a  V i s i t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  R e s o l u t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  C o l u m b i a  B a y .

T h e  V C V B  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  v i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  
t h e  A l a s k a .  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  F e r r y  S y s t e m  i n  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  

l i k e  t o  c o m m e n d  y o u r  e f f o r t s .  H o w e v e r *  w i t h  t h e
t i m e  i n  y o u r  c u r r e n t  s c h e d u l e  a l l o w i n g  f o r  a n

I n t o  t h e  C o l u m b i a  G l a c i e r  a r e a *  p r o v i d i n g  v i s i t o r  
t h a t  ' ar«3 c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  p e r f o r m e d  b y  p r i v a t e

t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e

a n d  w o u l d  
a d d i t i o n a l  
e x c u r s i o n  
s e r v i c e s  
e n t e r p r i s e  *
c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  C o r d o v a *  W h i t t i e r  a n d  V a l d e 2 i s  b e i n g  l i m i t e d .  We 
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  S u g g e s t  t h a t  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  a  r o u n d  r o b i n  t y p e  o f  
s c h e d u l e  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  m i g h t  b e  
m o r e  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  a l l .

G e o r g e ,  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l o w i n g  u s  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  
o u r  c o n c e r n s  a n d  i d e a s .  ***

S i n c e r e l y ,

K a r e n  C o w a r t  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r



Valdez Chamber of Commerce___________
P.O. Box 512 • Valdez, Alaska 99686 • Phone 835*2330

December 29, 1988

S t a t e  o f  A laska  
O f f i c e  o f  t he  Governo r  
P.O.  Box A
Juneau ,  A laska  99811

A t t e n t i o n :  Hono rab le  Steve  Cowper ,  Governor

Re: A laska Mar i ne  Highway P o l i c y  -  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m
Sound

Dear Governor  Gowper,

We Would l i k e  t o  s t a t e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  we s u p p o r t  
t he  removab le  o f  the s t a t e  f e r r i e s  making a s i de  
e x c u r s i o n  i n t o  C o l u m b i l  Bay.  By do ing  t h i s  t hey  a re  
i n  d i r e c t  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y .

You w i l l  f i n d  e n c l o s e d  a copy o f  a r e s o l u t i o n  passed 
by t he  Va ldez  Chamber o f  Commerce a s k i n g  you t o  see 
t h a t  t he  movements o f  the  f e r r y  a r e  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h a t  
o f  be in g  a l i n k  between t h e  p r i m a r y  towns i n  the  
P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound,  namely Co rdova ,  Va ldez  and 
W h i t t i e r .

.S in cd X e l yy N

Dbn Jacobs ,  P r e s i d e n t  
Va ldez  Chamber o f  Commerce



Alaska Sightseeing Tours
I  ^  I f > 1  /■ 4 th  & Daitery B ld g .. 5 u iie  808, Seattle , V / A  98121

^  J L T d V r ila a M  (20 6 ) 441.8687 • (800 ) 426-7702 * Te le * : 329-459 • Fax: (20 6 ) 4 4 M 7 J 7

December 15 , 1988

George W. Davidson 
System Di rector  
Alaska Marine Highway 
P.O. Box "R"
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Mr. Davidson:

I  wish in  th is  l e t t e r  to add my support to those requesting tha t the Alaska 
State Marine Highway discontinue i t s  pract ice of  conducting a tour of Columbia 
G lacier on the service between Valdez and W h itt ie r .

At the AVA Conference in  Whitehorse in  F a ll of 1981, the same question was 
raised.  I  was a member of the p riva te  conference w ith  Mr. Hudson wherein i t  
was agreed that  between the industry  and the State, the fer ry  system would 
d iv e rt to operating the f e r ry  in to  the bay, remaining 3 to  5 miles away from 
the face of the g la c ie r . The p ractice  has since been a lte re d , and now the 
f e r r y  goes to  the face of  the g la c ie r and remains there fo r an extended period 
of time, and even drops the ramp to  p ick up ic e ! This is  a long ways from 
operating a po in t to  po in t f e r ry  system.

P riva te  en te rp rise  must be protected from com petition w ith  a state operated 
agency. We, as operators of the M/V G lac ie r Seas, representing an investment 
of a m ill io n  and a h a lf  d o lla rs , strenuously object  to the State competing in  
our area of tou r opera tion . I t  has a strong negative impact on our revenues, 
brings in to  question our v ia b i l i t y  and the a b i l i t y  to continue successful 
operations. We take a very serious view o f th is  s itu a t io n .

I  can give no c red i t  at a l l  to your claim  tha t you must have revenue from 
tou r i s t s  who wish to v i s i t  the Columbia G la c ie r. The o r ig in a l charter of the 
f e r ry  system was to  provide point to  po in t tra n sp o rta tio n  connecting points 
tha t were not served by highway. This is  s t i l l  the only reason fo r  the 
f e r r y ’ s opera tion. There's no le g itim a te  argument fo r  continuing to operate a 
tou r type of se rv ice .

The AVA Conference in  Si tka voted in  re so lu tio n  p e tit io n in g  the State to 
d isco,itinue tour type f e r ry  serv ice . I  now ask you to recognize that the 
pub lic  you are serving does not expect you to  compete w ith  pr ivate e n te rp rise .

I 'n  sure tha t should a pub lic  forum be held on th is  subject ,  that the people 
of the State of Alaska would support the p o s itio n  tha t we are taking. Please 
advise your decis ion on th is  matter.

Ch a r l e s  B. Vest 
P r e s i d e n t



A L A S K A  

i C O R P O R A T I O N

October 25,1988

Mr. George Davidson, Director 

Alaska M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  

D e p a r t m e n t  of Transportation &  Public Facilities 

P.O. B o x  R

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

D e a r  Mr. Davidson:

This is to express our views o n  the resolution recently passed at the annual 

Alaska Visitors Association convention in Sitka concerning the Marine 

H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  routing in the Kenai a n d  Prince William S o u n d  Region. 

C h u g a c h  Alaska Corporation ( C A C )  is the Native regional corporation for 

the Prince William Sound/South Kenai/Central Gulf of Alaska area. T h e  

c o m p a n y  is also a m e m b e r  of A V A  a n d  the Prince William S o u n d  Tourism 

Coalition.

T h e  communities of the C h u g a c h  Region f r o m  west to east include Port 

G r a h a m ,  English Bay, Seward, C h e n e g a  Bay, Whittier, Valdez, Tatitlek 

a n d  Cordova. T h e r e  is n o  regularly scheduled transportation linking all of 

the Region’s communities or even those within its t w o  populated districts, 

the Prince William S o u n d  a n d  south Kenai Peninsula.

A s  a c o m p a n y  o w n e d  b y  a significant percentage of the local population 

with major land holdings a n d  business investments throughout the area, 

C A C  strongly urges continued i m p r o v e m e n t s  to the m a r i n e  highway's 

service of the local communities. T h e  ferry schedule should link the 

commun i t i e s  within each district a n d  provide a link b e t w e e n  the two 

districts. A s  m u c h  as possible, the schedule should provide "two-way'' 

•transportation f r o m  each c o m m u n i t y  a n d  link the two districts with a 

schedule that ties into the local ferry schedule.

Chugach  A la ska  Bu ild ing -  3000 A Streot. Su ite  400 — A nchorage, A laska  89503 
(907) 563.83156 -  Tele*: 9B1224 -  Ea sy lin k : 62032656 -  Pax : (907) 563-8402



In conclusion, w e  thank you for your persistence in improving the service 

of the M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  to the ma r i t i m e  c o m m u n i t i e s  of southcentral 

Alaska a n d  particularly those of the C h u g a c h  Region.

Sincerely,

C H U G A C H  A L A S K A  C O R P O R A T I O N

Michael H. Chittick 

President

cc: C h e n e g a  Corporation

English B a y  Corporation 

E y a k  Corporation 

Port G r a h a m  Corporation 

Tatitlek Corporation



.

Plaza Inn Hotels, Inc. d/b/a Days Inn - Anchorage 
321 East Fifth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2654 
(907) 276-7226

D e c e m b e r  1 5 ,  19BB

To Whom I t  N a y  C o n c e r n ;

A s a 2 2  y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a f  A l a s k a  1 am o p p o s e d  
t o  t h e  s t a t e  f e r r i e s  p r o w i d i n g  t o u r  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  t o  
C o l u m b i a  G l a c i e r .

T h e  s t a t e  f e r r y  c o n c e p t  b e g a n  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  b u i l d i n g  
r o a ds  t o  t h e  c o a s t a l  c o m m u n i t i e s . The  f e r r i e s  s h o u l d  b e  
p r o v i d i n g  s a f e  s p e e d y  p a s s a g e  b e t w e e n  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  n o t  t o u r  
r e l a t e d .

D e n n i s  J  ( L a v e y  /  
M a n a g i n g  P a r t n e r r 
D a y s  I n n
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# 9 8 - 1 9
A RESOLUTION 0 7  TH1B ALASKA V IS IT O R S  

ASSOCIATION REGARDING;
»

The A lA d k *  K e r i n *  H ig hw ay  i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  C o lu m b ia  B e y .

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  is on e * t a n s i o n  o f  the 
A l a s k a  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  C o l u m b i a  G l a c i e r  c o u r a  is a p r o d u c t  d e v e l o p e d  
b y  p r i v a t e  ent r p r i s e  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  v i s i t o r  
i n d u s t r y ,  and'

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  o f  t h e  S t u t e ' s  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  s y s t e m  
i n t o  C o l u m b i a  B a y  p l a c e s  t h e  S t a t e  in  d i r e c t  c o m p e t i t i o n  
w i t h  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y ,  a n d

w h e r e a s , much' c o m p e t i t i o n  is u n f a i r  a n d  p l a c e s  p r i v a t e  
e n t e r p r i s e  in f i n a n c i a l  j e o p a r d y  w i t h  r e d u c e d  r a t e s  a n d  free 
p a s s a g e  t o  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s

NOW, T H E R E F O R E  BE  I T  -tfSSOLVED, t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  V i s i t o r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  h e r e b y  r e g u e s t s  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ;*nd P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s ,  D i v i s i o n  of M a r i n e  
H i g h w a y s  c e a s e  a n d  d e s i s t  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  t  a l l o w i n g  a n y  and 
a l l  f e r r i e s  t o  e n t e r  C o l u m b i a  Bay, a n d

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  m a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  \
e l i m i n a t e  t h e i r  p o l i c y  of C o m p l i m e n t a r y  p a s s a g e  t o  S e n i o r  \
C i t i z e n s  d u r i n g  t h e  t o u r i s t  s e a s o n ' o f  M a y  1 t h r o u g h  O c t o b e r  

1, e f f e c t i v e  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  a n d  C ^ T

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t. .e M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  
d e v e l o p  a c o n s t a n t  a n d  r e g u l a r  s c h e d u l e  a n d  b e c o m e  a link 
b e t w e e n  t h ?  m a j o r  c i t i e s  o f  t h e  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d ,  namely 

C o r d o v a ,  V a l d e z  a n d  W h i t t i e r .

S p o n s o r e d  b y  S t a n  S t e p h e n s ,  S t a n  S t e p h e n s  C h a r t e r s  
B r a d  P h i l l i p s ,  P h i l l i p s  c r u i s e s  
;*arry W h e e l e r ,  A l a s k a  S i g h t s e e i n g  T o u r s

p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  V o i c e  of t h e  M e m b e r s h i p ,  M O T I O N  P A S S E D  TO 
P U T  R E S O L U T I O N  O N  A G E N D A ,  O c t o b e r  15, 1 9 8 8

AMENDED AND ADOPTED by t h e  m em bership  on  O cto b e r  1 5 , 1988



s t a t e  of A l a s k a  N o v e m b e r  11, 1988
O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r  
P. 0. B o x  A 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  59811

A t t e n t i o n :  H o n o r a b l e  S t e v e  C o w p e r ,  G o v e r n o r

pe: A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  P o l i c y  - P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  s o u n d

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r :

we s p o k e  w i t h  y o u  in T o k  la s t  m o n t h  r e g a r d i n g  the p o l i c y  of 
the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  as it r e l a t e s  to the M / v  B a r t l e t t  
a n d  M / v  T u s t u m e n a  i n c u r s i o n  into C o l u m b i a  B a y  d u r i n g  the 
t o u r i s t  s e a s o n  on t h e i r  p a s s a g e  f r o m  V a l d e z  to W h i t t i e r .

In b r i e f ,  the f e r r y  is i n t r u d i n g  u p o n  the w o r k  of p r i v a t e  
i n d u s t r y  and b y  d o i n g  so t h e  p r i v a t e  c a r r i e r s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  in f i n a n c i a l  j e o p a r d y .  It is s i m p l y  w r o n g  
for the. s t a t e  to b e  in b u s i n e s s  d o i n g  a job that p r i v a t e  
i n d u s t r y  c a n  do; e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  p r i v a t e  I n d u s t r y  is w i l l i n g  
a n d  a b l e  to p e r f o r m  the task.

P l e a s e  find e n c l o s e d  a c o p y  of a r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d  b y  the 
G r e a t e r  C o p p e r  v a l l e y  C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e ,  s i g n e d  and d a t e d  
N o v e m b e r  7, 1988, a s k i n g  y o u  to see t h a t  the m o v e m e n t s  of 
the f e r r y  are c o n f i n e d  to t h a t  of b e i n g  a l i n k  b e t w e e n  the 
p r i m a r y  t owns in the P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound, n a m e l y  C o r d o v a .  

W h i t t i e r  a n d  V a l d e z .

P l e a s e  g i v e  this m a t t e r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  so the r e s u l t s  of the 
d e c i s i o n  y o u  m a k e  can be r e f l e c t e d  in the s u m m e r  M a r i n e  
H i g h w a y  schedule.

P l e a s e  f o r w a r d  a r e p l y  o n c e  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  Is made.

S i n c e r e l y ,

L. A l a n  L e M a s t e r ,  P r e s i d e n t  
G a k o n a  J u n c t i o n  v i l l a g e ;  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  
A l a s k a  H i g h w a y s  M a r k e t i n g  N e t w o r k  a n d  M e m b e r  

D O T & P F  T O D S  T a s k f o r c e

cc: Hon. J a c k  C o g h i l l ,  s e n a t o r  D i s t r i c t  J
Hon. D i c k  Shultz, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D i s t r i c t  17
Mr. M a r k  H i c k e y ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  D O T & P F
Mr. G e o r g e  D a v i d s o n ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  DCTS,PF
Mr. D o u g l a s  B u r t o n ,  T r a f f i c  M a n a g e r  Ak. M a r i n e  H i g h w a y s
file




