


A l a s k a  i t o t e  ffiegislature

A 1 Adams
District L

Official Business

TO: Senator Curt Menard, Chair 
Senate Transportation Committee

WHILE IN SESSION 
PO.BoxV 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907)465-3707

OUT OF SESSION 
BO. Bex 333 

Kot:ebue, Alaska 99752 
(907)442-3245
3111 C Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(907) 561-7622

FROM:
RE:

DATE:

Senator A1 Adams
Senate Bill 9, "An Act naming the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller 
Highway."
January 24, 1991

This is to request a hearing in the Senate Transportation Committee 
hearing on the aforementioned legislation.
Attached to this letter are:

0 copy of the bill 
0 map of the road area
0 letter of support from the Department of Transportation Western 

District manager 
0 copies of past newspaper articles showing Senator Blodgett's 

interest in creation of the road 
0 letter of support from the City of Nome
0 resolution by the Nome City Council in support of this legislation 
0 statutory citation of need for legal action in road naming 
0 content of legislative citation that is presently in the legislature 

recognizing the contributions of Senator Blodgett
I have requested a fiscal note from the Department of Transportation and 
that is pending.
If you need further information please contact my office.
Thank you for your consideration of this.
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SENATE BILL NO. 9
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY SENATORS ADAMS, Rodey, Sturgulewski 

Introduced: 1/21/91
Referred: Transportation and Finance

A BILL 
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act naming the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway."

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
3 * Section 1. AS 35.40 is amended hy adding a new section to read:

4 Sec. 35.40.070. BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY. The road connecting

5 Nome and Teller is named the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway.

SB0009A -1- SB 9
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

NORTHERN REGION. WESTERN DISTRICT

S T E V E  C O W P E R ,  G O V E R N O R

P.O. BOX 1048
NOME. ALASKA 99762-1048
PHONE: (907) 4 4 3 - 34 4 4

September 11, 1990

Senator Al Adams 
P.O. Box 333 
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752

Dear Al:

We here at the Department of Transportation wholeheartedly support naming the Nome- 
Teller highway for Bob Blodget. Were it not for his efforts it would not have been 
constructed. Additionally, having Bob as a friend and discussing the areas needs with 
him on numerous occasions I am well aware of his love for and dedication to the people 
of the Seward Peninsula. Bob is most deserving of this recognition.

To answer your questions: The Nome-Teller highway is a Federal Aid Secondary route. 
As to jurisdiction, it is under the State’s but to receive Federal money it must meet Federal 
Standards.

I have attached copies of a 1976 Department of Highways map showing the Seward 
Peninsula and the various road system s. I haven’t been able to find anything more 
detailed.

Looking through our archives here in Nome I only find a couple of old newspaper 
clippings which may be of som e use so  have included them. I will research this further.

I will send along anything else I find which will assist you in this endeavor.

Sincerely,

C. M. Coyle, Manager 
Western District

C C /sg
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;■ B a s i c  S y s t e m  O f  T h r o u g h w a y s  f ' 

I n  A l a s k a  I l l u s t r a t e d  ' B e f o r e  • 

A n d  A f t e r '  B y  S e n .  G r u e n i n g
Proposals of Senator Ernest Gruening (D-Alaska) for con­

struction of a basic system of throughways in Alaska is seen in 
the accompanying photographs. .

The first shows tlfe exisiting road system in Alaska. In the 
second, the senator points out how the system would be expanded

S E C T IO N  THREt:

under his program
Senator Gruening has proposed 

that the Public Works Committee 
of the Senate visit Alaska after 
adjournment this year to study 
Alaska's highway needs. He has 
received encouraging support from 
Majority Leader Lyndon Johnson 
(D.-Tex.), Senator Dennis Chavez 
(D-N.M.), chairman of the Public 
Works Committee, and Senator Pat 
McNamara (D-Mich,), chairman of 
the Public Roads Subcommittee.

The main dements of the Gruen­
ing highway plan are as follows;

(1) Completion of the Copper 
River Highway from Cordova via 
Chitina to McCarthy and its exten­
sion to a junction with the Alaska 
Highway: , . ;

(2) Construction of a road par­
alleling the Alaska Railroad from 
Nenana via McKinley Park to Tal- 
keetna and Willow, so as to provide

'a second through route from Fair­
banks to Anchorage:

'(3) Completion of. Highway 97 
from Fairbanks to Nome and -Tel­
ler:' ‘

(4) Provision of a rond from Tal- 
keetna via McGrath to a junction 
with Highway 97 at Ruby, so as to 
give Anchorage access to north­
western Alaska; (

(5) Provision of a southeastern 
Alaska ferry system on a‘fast and 
frequent schedule linking Prince 
Rupert with Haines and with stops 
at Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, 
Juneau and Skagway;

(6) Construction of a. road from 
McGrath to Dillingham to tie Bris­
tol Bay into the rest of the state 
overland;

(7) Construction of a road from 
Unalakleet to the Yukon River and

a junction with Highway 
ukulc;.

(8) Closing of the. Bag 
link;

(0) Extension of tho roa> 
Nnbcsnn to a junction with11. 
aska Highway; • -

(10) Completion of a cutoff t 
the Glenn Highway to the De. 
Highway via Lake Louise;

<11) Building of.a highway aero*' 
Bnrnnof Island from Sitka to WarrrJ 
Springs Bay so that Sltku may be 
tied into the ferry system; • I

(12) Completion of the Hydaburg- 
Craig-IIollis road so that the west 
coast of Prince of Wales Island may 
be linked with the ferry;

(13) Building of roads from south­
eastern Alaska cities (all depending 
upon Canadian cooperation in con­
struction on their side of the bor­
der), so as to connect Skagway with 
Carcross. Juneau with Atlin. Peters­
burg and Wrangcl̂  with Telegraph 
Creek and Ketchikan with an ex­
tension of the "A" Route northward 
from Hazelton, B.C.

Senator Gruening advocates thi£ 
construction over the next 10 years 
to correct a situation which leaves 
Alaska unique among the states in 
that few of its cities are connected 
wih others by road.

Thursday, April 30, 1059 JESSKN'S WEEKLY Sect. 3, Page 1
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RE. CHANGE IN PRESENT M ETHOD O F  A L LOCATING OASflLIMig TAJC.Fffl82S

Fairbanks Daily News-Kiner - 

Anchorage Times 
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JUNEAU, March 21, W) — A 
Federal Bureau of Public 
Roads official yesterday voiced 
strong opposition to a bill 
to change Alaska’s pres­
ent method of allocating gaso­
line tax funds and require 
equal distribution among the 
state’s four major districts.

After the hearing before the 
Senate, in session as a com 
mittee of the whole, the bill 
was retained on the calendar 
b u t  appeared in line for 
amendment before final action, 
action. . t V « / .

Strongest support for the 
measure • has c om e  from 
northwestern Alaska senators 
who seek a road connecting 
Nome with other parts of the 
state. The measure, which had 
been saved from defeat sev­
eral times, appeared headed 
for passage before yesterday’s 
hearing. . ■ ■

E. H. Swick of Juneau, re­
gional engineer for the BPR, 
told senators he felt it would 
be impractical to split off 
available highway funds in the 
method proposed under the 
bill. And he added the federal 
agency would not be agreeable 
to administering fe d e r  a 1 
matching funds on sucfy a 
basis. *

"It's my personal opinion 
that the Legislature would not 
be wise to program a highway 
[fund. For the first few years

at least, you j 
State Highwaj 
come up with 
then you caq 
doing," he s 

"I can’t see 
cide that any 
ing to have 
and still cor 
thing that m 

Alaska nov 
13Vi million 
federal high; 
Along with 
funds, the to 
able to Alas 
grams amoi 
million dollai
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Opposition To Gas 
Tax Measure From 
Fed. Roads Bureau
- JUNEAU, IS) —  A Federal Bur­
eau of (Public. Roads official Friday 
voiced strong opposition to a b ill 
to change Alaska’s present meth­
od of allocating gasoline tax funds 
and require equal distribution 
among.the state’s four major dis- 
tricts.'_" • ,

After the hearing before the 
Senate, in session as a committee 
of the whole, the b ill was retained 
on the calendar but appeared in 
line for amendment before final 
action. . . . . .  ,r

Strongest support for the meas­
ure has come from Northwestern 
Alaska senators who seek a road 
connecting Nome with other parts 
f the state. The measure, which 

had been saved from defeat sev­
eral times, appeared headed for 
passage before Friday’s hearing.

E. H. Swick of Juneau, regional 
engineer for the BPR, told sen­
ators he felt It would 'be imprac­
tical to split off available highway 
funds in the method proposed un­
der the b ill. And he added the 
federal' agency would . not be 
agreeable to administering federal 
matching funds on such a basis.

“It’s my personal opinion that 
the Legislature would not be wise 
to program a highway fund. For 
the next few years at least, you 
should permit the state Highway 
Department to come up with a 
program and then you can see 
how.it -is doing,’ he said. ’

"I can't see how you can de­
cide that any one area is going to 
have so much money and still 
come up with anything that makes 
sense.”

Alaska now receives about 13VS 
million dollars a year in federal 
Inghway aid, tje-yaid^Along-wlth 
statav jOMcbln*:Amda.M tbe: total 
amount available to',Alaska for 
road programs-amounts .to about

■ ...... r . / r . y  ■ /».* • •
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P rop osa l 

Im practical, 

Sw ick  S ta tes
JUNEAU IS) — A Federal 

Bureau of Public Roads official 
yesterday voiced strong opposi 
tion to a bill to change Alaska’.1; 
present method of allocating 
gasoline tax funds and require 
equal distribution among the 
state's four major districts.

After the hearing before the 
Senate, in session as a com­
mittee of the whole, the bill was 
retained on the calendar but ap̂  
peared In line for amendment 
before final action.

Strongest support for the 
measure h a s  come from 
northwestern Alaska senators 
who seek a road connecting 
Nome with other parts of the 
state. The measure, which 
had been saved from defeat 
several times, appeared head­
ed for passage before yester­
day’s hearing. . • *
E. H. Swick of Juneau, region­

al engineer for the BPR, told 
senators he felt it would he Im­
practical to split off avallahle 
highway fundi in the method 
proposed under the bill. And he 
added the federal agency would 
not be agreeable to administer­
ing federal matching funds on 
auch a basis,
- "It's my personal opinion that 
the Legislature would not be 
wise to progrsm a highway 
fund. For the first few years 
at least, you should permit the 
State Highway Department to 
come up with a program and 
then you can see how it is do­
ing," he said.

"I can’t see how you can 
decide that any out area la 
going to hare so much moaey 
and atm come np with any­
thing that makes tense."
Alaska now receives about 

13V4 million dollars a year inff.J...1 L!_t _



P.O. BOX 2 8 1 - NOME, ALASKA 99762 
TELEPHONE (907) 443-5242

O c t o b e r  5 ,  1 9 9 0

S e n a t o r  A l  A d am s  
B o x  3 3 3
K o t z e b u e ,  A l a s k a 9 9 7 5 2

D e a r  A l ,

E n c l o s e d  p l e a s e  f i n d  C i t y  o f  N om e R e s o l u t i o n  N o .  R - 9 1 - 9 - 7 ,  " A
R e s o l u t i o n  E n d o r s i n g  t h e  R e n a m i n g  o f  t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  H i g h w a y  t o  
t h e  BOB BLODGETT NOM E-TELLER H IGHW AY". T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  a d o p t e d  
u n a n i m o u s l y  b y  t h e  N om e C om m on C o u n c i l  a t  t h e i r  S e p t e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 9 0  
r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  p l a n  t o  i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  n a m i n g  t h e  r o a d  
i n  m e m o r y  o f  B o b .  I t  i s  a  f i t t i n g  m e m o r i a l  t o  a  m an  w h o  s e r v e d  t h e  
S e w a r d  P e n i n s u l a  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

C y j , y C n d }

L i n d a  E .  C o n l e y  
C i t y  C l e r k

c c :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R i c h a r d  F o s t e r
M r s .  R o b e r t  B l o d g e t t



P r e s e n t e d  B v :  
C o u n c i l m a n  A dam s 
A c t i o n  T a k e n :  
Y e s  / ,  No / I

RESOLUTION  NO. R - 9 1 - 9 - 7

A RESOLUTION  ENDORSING THE RENAMING OF THE 
NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY TO THE BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY

C IT Y  OF NOME, ALASKA

WHEREAS, t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  r o a d  s y s t e m s  o n  t h e  S e w a r d  
P e n i n s u l a  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  e n c o u r a g i n g  e c o n o m i c  
d e v e l o p m e n t ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS, t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  H i g h w a y  i s  a  v a l u a b l e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e  f o r  t h e  c i *  - a s  o f  Nome a n d  T e l l e r  w h i c h  a l l o w s  
e a s e  o f  t r a d e  a n d  b e t t e r  a c c e s s  t o  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS, R . R .  " B o b "  B l o d g e t t  w a s  e l e c t e d  a s  a  S t a t e  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
F i r s t  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 9 5 8  a n d  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e r v e  i n  t h a t  
c a p a c i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  T h i r d  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 9 6 4 ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  
h e  w a s  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  S e n a t e  a n d  s e r v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  S i x t h  
S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  e n d i n g  i n  1 9 7 0 :  a n d .

WHEREAS, t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  S e n a t o r  B o b  B l o d g e t t  t o  t h e  
l o c a l  a r e a  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  a s  a  w h o l e  s h o u l d  f i t t i n g l y  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  
b y  a  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  h i s  n a m e ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS, S e n a t o r  B l o d g e t t  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  
a n d  s e c u r i n g  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  
H i g h w a y ,

NOW, THEREFO RE , BE I T  RESOLVED b y  t h e  Nome Common C o u n c i l  
t h a t  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  Nome a n d  T e l l e r ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  N om e e n d o r s e s  e f f o r t s  t o  
r e n a m e  t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  H i g h w a y  t o  t h e  BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER 
HIGHWAY.

APPROVED a n d  S IGNED  t h i s  d a y  o f  & O r  . . 1 9 9 0 .

A T T E S T :

• 3 j r /  .' i lV C  O.
L i n d a  E .  C o n l e y ,  C i t y  C l e r k  d /



§ 19 .10 .080  H i g h w a y s  a n d  F e r r i e s  § 19 .10 .100

(4) t h a t  speed  a t  w hich  safe  an d  p ru d e n t d r iv e rs  could p a ss  th ro u g h  
th e  speed  zone; an d

(5) th e  effec tiv en ess  o f local en fo rcem en t of th e  speed  zone.
(b) In  d e te rm in in g  sa fe  speed  lim its  an d  safe  speed  zones w ith in  a 

m u n ic ip a lity , th e  d e p a r tm e n t sh a ll co n su lt w ith  th a t  m u n ic ip a lity . In  
d e te rm in in g  safe  speed  lim its  und  safe  speed  zones on h ig h w a y s  an d  
o th e r  ro ad w ay s u n d e r  i ts  ju r isd ic tio n , th e  d e p a r tm e n t s h a ll  a lso  con­
s u l t  w ith  co m m u n ity  councils o r o th e r  c o m m u n ity  o rg a n iz a tio n s  in 
th e  a ffec ted  a re a  if  th e  co m m u n ity  councils  o r  o th e r  co m m u n ity  o rg a ­
n iz a tio n s  re q u e s t in  w r itin g  to p a r tic ip a te  in  th e  d e te rm in a tio n . T h e  
d e p a r tm e n t sh a ll  p rov ide no tice  a n d  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r a  h e a r in g  before 
e s ta b lis h in g  a  speed  lim it o r  speed  zone o th e r  th a n  a s  recom m ended  
by a  m u n ic ip a lity , co m m u n ity  council o r  o th e r  co m m u n ity  o rg a n iz a ­
tio n . l§ 2 ch 23 SLA  1986)

S e c . 19.10.080. D e s ig n a t io n  o f  t h r o u g h  h ig h w a y s .  T h e  d e p a r t­
m e n t m ay  d e s ig n a te  th ro u g h  h ig h w ay s  by e re c tin g  stop  s ig n s  a t  th e  
e n tra n c e s  to  th em . (§ 7 a r t  III t i t le  II ch  152 SL A  1957)

S e c . 19.10.085. N a m in g  o f  a  h ig h w a y ,  (a) A h ig h v  iy c o n stru c ted  
by th e  d e p a r tm e n t u n d e r  A S 19.05 —  AS 19.40 m a y  1 j g iv en  a  n a m e  
o n ly  by  law .

(b) T h is  sec tion  does n o t ap p ly  to
(1) a  ro ad  co n stru c ted  by  a  m u n ic ip a lity  u n d e r  a  g r a n t  a u th o riz e d  

by  A S 19.05 —  A S 19.40;
(2) local serv ice  ro ad s  a n d  tra i ls .  (§ 1 ch  4 S L A  1981)

Revisor’s notes. — Enacted as AS
19.05.150. Renumbered in 1981.

S e c . 19.10.090. E r e c t io n  a n d  m a in t e n a n c e  o f  g u a r d  r a i l s .  T he 
d e p a r tm e n t m ay  e re c t a n d  m a in ta in  g u a rd  ra ils , s tre tc h  w ire s  an d  
o th e r  devices, on h ig h w ay s . (§ 8 a r t  H I t i t le  II ch  152 SL A  1957)

S e c . 19 .10.100. C lo s in g  h ig h w a y s .  W h en  i t  is  n ec e ssa ry  to  ex ­
c lude  tra ff ic  from  a n y  p o rtio n  o f a  h ig h w ay , th e  d e p a r tm e n t m a y  close 
t h a t  p o rtio n  o f th e  h ig h w a y  by p o s tin g  in  a  consp icuous m a n n e r , a t  
e ach  en d  o f th e  p o rtio n  closed, s u ita b le  s ig n s  w a rn in g  th e  p u b lic  th a t  
th e  ro ad  is closed u n d e r  a u th o r i ty  o f  law , an d  by e re c tin g  su ita b le  
o b stru c tio n s . (§ 8 a r t  IV  ti t le  n  ch  152 SLA  1957)
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Citation for Robert Bob' Blodgett

by Senator Al Adams and 
Representative Richard Foster

The Seventeenth Alaska Legislature honors the memory of Robert Bob' Blodgett who 
died on Friday, July 6 1990 at his home in Teller. Alaska

Bob Blodgett was born August 2, 1920 in Creston. Iowa. He was a businessman, pilot, 
state legislator, regional and local elected official Mr Blodgett arrived in Alaska in 
1946 to attend the University of Alaska-Fairbanks to study mine engineering In 194" 
he went to work for Arctic Contractors building airports at the Defense Early Warning 
(Dew) line sites throughout Western Alaska. He worked as a heavy duty mechanic, 
heavy equipment operator and welder.

in 1955 Bob moved to Teller and purchased Teller Commercial Co. In 195" he started 
Teller Electric Co and in 19"0 established Mukluk Telephone Co The latter business 
grew to serve 15 villages in northwestern Alaska.

In 1959 Mr Blodgett was elected to the 1st State Legislature House of Representatives 
from Teller In 1963 he was elected to the State Senate and served until he retired in 
19“i'i Mr Blodgett served on the Finance Committee and was responsible for bringing 
many services to rural Alaska He was elected to the second board of the Bering Strait 
School District and the Bering Strait Coastal Resource Service Area Board Last year he 
won a seat to the Teller City Council as a write in candidate.

Bob Blodgett served in the Army Air Corp as a pilot in World War II receiving all 
decorated medals except the Medal of Honor. He was the second highest decorated 
Alaskan World War II veteran. Bob was the first commanding officer of guard units in 
Barrow and Fairbanks and was instrumental in their creation. He continued his 
military career in the Alaska National Guard retiring with the rank of Captain.

Mr Blodgett retired as a member of Operating Engineers Local 302. He was a lifelong 
member of the Arctic Native Brotherhood in Juneau, founder of the Rural Alaska Power 
Association and member of the Alaska Telephone Association. Bob remained manager 
of his family owned businesses until the time of his death.

Bob Blodgett is survived by his wife Helen, son Richard, daughter-in-law Karen, and 
grandchildren Robert David. Luanne and Kalena. all of Teller. Alaska. He is also 
survived by an identical twin brother Donald of Illinois.

The Seventeenth Legislature sends its condolences to the family for the loss of a man 
who served as a strong advocate for rural Alaska contributed his many talents to his 
community, region and the State of Alaska as a whole.
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F IR S T  S E S S IO N  OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL 
NORTH AND NORTHWEST ALASKA MAYORS' CONFERENCE *

NOME, ALASKA *
OCTOBER 1 1 - 1 2 ,  1 9 9 0

RESOLUTION  NO . 9 1 - 3 5

A RESOLUT ION  SUPPORT IN G  RENAMING THE NOM E-TELLER  HIGHWAY TO THE BOB
BLODGETT N CM E-TELLER  HIGHWAY.

WHEREAS, f o r m e r  S e n a t o r  B o b  B l o d g e t t  c o m m i t t e d  h i s  l i f e  t o  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
a n d  i m p r o v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  N o r t h  & N o r t h w e s t  A l a s k a ;  a n d

WHEREAS, P o b  B l o d g e t t  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  o b t a i n i n g  f u n d s  f o r  t h e
c r e a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  R o a d ;  a n d

WHEREAS, r e n a m i n g  t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  r o a d  f o r  B o b  B l o d g e t t  w o u l d  b e  a  
f i t t i n g  * _ : s t a m e n t  t o  h i s  e f f o r t s ;  a n d

WHEREAS, S e n a t o r  A l  A d a m s  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  S e v e n t e e n t h  
L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  r e n a m e  t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  h i g h v / a y .

NCW THEREFORE BE I T  RESOLVED BY THE F I R S T  S E S S IO N  OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL 
NORTH AND NORTHWEST ALASKA MAYORS' CONFERENCE THAT ; e f f o r t s  b y  S e n a t o r
A d am s  t o  r e n a m e  t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  R o a d  a f t e r  B o b  B l o d g e t t  a r e  f u l l y
e n d o r s e d  a n d  s u p p o r t e d .

PASSED  AND APPROVED BY THE F I R S T  S E S S IO N  OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL NORTH AMD 
NORTHWEST ALASKA MAYORS' CONFERENCE T H IS  1 2 t h  DAY OF OCTOBER , 1 9 9 0 .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F o s t e r  

S e n a t o r  A d am s

D O T /P F
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T H E  A L A S K A  L E G I S L A T U R E

emartmtt
ROBt RT “BOB" BLODGETT

M.

Tre Seventeenth Alaska Legislature honors the memory of  Robert 
Friday, Jul.- i ,  1990 a t  h is  home in T e l le r ,  Alaska.

"Bob" Blodgett who died on

8ob Blctgett  was born August 2, 1920 in Creston, Iowa. He was a businessman, p i l o t ,  s ta te  
l e g i s l a to r ,  'egional and local e lected  o f f i c ia l  Mr. Blodgct* arrived  in Alaska in 1946 to 
at tend the Jn iv e rs t ty  of Alaska-Fatrbanks to  stuov mine engineering.  In 1947 he went to work for
Arctic Con t 's t to rs  building a i rp o r ts  a t  the Defense Early Warning (Dew) l in e  s i t e s  throughout
Western Alasvi. He worked as a heavy duty mechaniL, heavy equipment operator  and welder.

In 19;; , Bob moved to T elle r  and purchased Teller  Cotnrercial Company. In 1957 he s ta r ted
Tel le r  E l e t f i c  Company and in 1970 es tablished Mn.duk Telephone Company. The l a t t e r  business
grew to se r .e  th i r te e n  v i l lages  in nortnwestern Alaska. In 1959, Mr. Blodgett was e lected  to the 
F irs t  S ta te  . e g i s la tu r e ,  House of Representatives,  from T elle r .  In 1963, he was elected to the
State Senate and served un t i l  he r e t i r e d  in 1970. Mr. Blodgett served on the Finance Committee
a r ;  was re s t tn s ib le  for b-inging many serv ices to ru re l  Alaska. He was e lected  to  the second
Ptaro c-’ t -e  Bering S t r a i t  School D is t r i c t  and the Bering S t r a i t  Coastal Resource Service Area
Board. Last / e a r  ne won a sea t  to the Teller  City Council as  a wri te- in  candidate.

Be: B l t t t e t t  served in tne Army Air Coro as a p i lo t  1r World War I I .  receiving a l l  decorated
reca ls  excett  the Medal of Honor. He was the second hignest decorated Alaskan World War 11
veteran. stp was the f i r s t  commanding o f f i c e r  of guard un i ts  in Barrow and Fairbanks and was
i r s t n r e r . t a l  in t h e i r  crea tion .  He continued his m i l i ta ry  career  in the Alaska National Guard, 
r e t i r in g  w't -  the rank of Captain, Mr. Blodgett r e t i r e d  as  a member of Operating Engineers Local 
3C2. re  »is a l i fe lo n g  memner of the Arctic Native Brotherhood in Juneau, founder of the Rural 
Alaska Powe- Associat ion and member of the Alaska Telephone Association. Boh remained manager of 
his family t.med businesses un t i l  the time of his death.

Be: S lsdgett  i s  survived by h is  wife Helen, 
g randc- ilcrs-  Robert David, Luanne and Kalena, a l l  of 
icen t ica l  t . -n  bro ther  Donald of I l l i n o i s .

son Richard, daughter-in-law Karen, and 
T e l le r ,  Alaska. He i s  a lso  survived by an

T-e Seventeenth Legislature sends i t s  condolences to the family for the lo s t  of  a man who 
servec as a strong advocate for  rural  Alaska and contr ibuted his many ta len ts  to h is  community, 
region and one S ta te  of Alaska as a whole.

f . . . i S e n a t o r s  Adams,Zharoff.Slurqulewski.Rcdev. 
,Menard,Fahrenkamp,Pearce,Ha 1 ford .C otten ,kert tu la .Jones,E llason.Uehling  ana 
Representatives Foster,HacLean,Brown,C.Davis.Gruenberg,Leman,Navarre,G.Phil l ip s ,  

Ulmer and Zawacki



STATE OF ALASKA
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NUMBER: SB 9

F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date: 
Title:

Sponsor:
Requestor

An act naming the Bob Blodgett 
Nome-Teller Highway.
Adams, Rodey, Sturgulcwski 
Senator Adams

Department Affected: 
BRU:

Component: 
Component Serial Number:

DOT&PF
Western District M&O

Highways & Aviation 
0587

OPERATING FY91 FY92 FY93 FY94 FY95 FY96
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING : 0 0 0 0 0 0

I CAPITAL

I REVENUE

GENERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL FUNDING: 0 0 0 0 0 0

POS IT IO NS
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

The only direct costs incurred by this bill would be approximately $400 to purchase two signs; one for each end of 
the highway. That cost would be absorbed by the Western District M&O budget Sign installation would be done 
incidental to normal sign maintenance.

Prepared by: Norm Piispanen__________

Division: Northern Region Planning

Approved by Commissioner^
Frank-6. Turpin 

Agency: Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

Phone: 474-2423

Date: January 29.1991

Phone: 465-3900

Datc:/-J<>1991

Distribution Bv Preparer: Legislative Finance. Legislative Sponsor. Requestor, OMB, Impacted Agency(ies).
REV 12/14/90 Page 1 of 1



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Sen. D rue Pearce, M em ber 
Sen. D ick S hult2 , M ember

S en. C u rt M enard , Chair 
Sen. Lloyd Jo n e s , Vice-Cluilr 
Sen. licltyc F ah ren k am p , M ember

P.O. Ilox V 
J u n e a u , AK 90811

S en ate  T ransportation  C om m ittee

TO: S en a te  Transportation C om m ittee

FROM: Senator Curt Menard, Chairman

DATE: 6 February 1991

RE: Ina Johnston and Bruce McGahan Am endm ents to SB 9

Ina Johnston cam e to the M atanuska-Susitna valley in 1957, w here sh e  
worked for many years a s  a nurse's aid at the hospital. In 1963, the state  
provided the m aterials for the building of bridge #1192 , with local 
volunteers doing the construction. Mr. Johnston worked a s  a  welder on the 
bridge, and his wife Ina provided the m eals for the workers.

Ina died in March of 1989, and her friends and neighbors have requested  
that this bridge be nam ed to honor the work that Ina has done for her 
community and neighbors. As per the letters attached, Ina w a s always 
willing to lend a helping hand to th ose  who n eed ed  it. As on e of the local 
people who helped with the construction of the bridge, it s e e m s  only 
fitting that this bridge b ecom e a memorial to her.

Bruce McGhan w as killed in an industrial accident on N ovem ber 26, 1986  
while upgrading a  sep tic  system  in the W asilla area. The family and 
friends of Bruce would like the State of Alaska to leave a landmark and 
memorial for him. Born and raised in Alaska, Bruce explored much of the 
state. In his travels he d iscovered  C rescent Lake on the Kenai Peninsula.

Bruce worked throughout Alaska on many construction projects. He built 
village sch o o ls , h o u ses , and state cam pground facilities. The work Bruce 
did around the sta te  over the years stretch es from Fairbanks to Valdez, 
Kenai to Palmer, llliamna to Girdwood and all around southcentral Alaska.



P age 2
Ina Johnston & Bruce McGhan am endm ents

Bruce took great pride in his hom e state and in every job and landmark he 
left behind.

His family and friends have joined together in their request that the  
unnamed mountain near C rescent Lake be officially nam ed Mt. McGhan a s  a 
memorial for this m ost deserving man. Bruce's remains have been  spread  
on the s lo p es  of this mountain in the place he loved and visited so  much.

I am requesting that the com m ittee m em bers consider th ese  am endm ents  
to SB 9.
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A L V I N  J O H N S T O N  
P . O .  B O X  6  

P A L M E R ,  A K .  9 9 6 4 5  
( 9 0 7 )  7 4 5 - 3 5 3 1

S e p tem b e r 2 9 ,  1 9 8 9

R e D .  C u r t  M e n a r d
2 5 1  W .  S w a n s o n  A v e . ,  S t e .  1
W a s i 1 1 a ,  A k .  9 9 6 8 7

R E :  T h e  N a m i n g  o f  a  B r i d g e ;  i . e . ,  J o h n s t o n  B r i d g e

G r e e t i n g s :

T h e  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  I n a  J o h n s t o n  r e q u e s t  a  m e m o r i a l  f o r  I n a ,  
w h o  d i e d  i n  M a r c h  1 9 8 9 .

W e  h a v e  t a l k e d  t h i s  o v e r  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  b r i d g e  n e a r  t h e  J o h n s t o n  h o m e  
w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  a  v e r y  d e f i n a t e  p a r t  o f  o u r  l i v e s .  T h e  b r i d g e  d o e s  n o t  
a s  y e t  h a v e  a  n a m e .  I t  w a s  s t a r t e d  i n  M a r c h  1 9 6 3  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  i n  
N o v e m b e r  1 9 6 3 .  T h e  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e ,  h o w e v e r  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  b y  v o l u n t e e r  w o r k  f r o m  n e i g h b o r s .  T h e  m e a l s  
d u r i n g  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w e r e  s e r v e d  b y  I n a .

w e  h a v e  r e s e a r c h e d  t h e  p r o j e c t  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
w e  h a v e  f o u n d :

E d g e r t o n  -  P a r k s  R o a d  
S t a t e  # 5 7 0 6 2  
F e d e r a l  # B R - O S ~ 1 ( 4 4 )

S u s i t n a  R i v e r  -  H a t c h e r  P a s s  R o a d  
S t a t e  # 5 7 3 4 0  
F e d e r a l  # B R - 5 S 0 ( 1 8 )

I n a  l o v e d  t h i s  v a l l e y  a n d  s h e  g a v e  g e n e r o u s l y  o f  h e r  t i m e  w i t h  m u c h  
l o v e  a s  s h e  w o r k e d  a t  t h e  V a l l e y  H o s p i t a l  a n d  w a s  a l s w a y s  r e a d y  t o  b e  a  
f r i e n d  t o  h e r  n e i g h b o r s .

Y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .

A l v i n  J o h n s t o n ,  
f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s

P . S .  I f  w e  d o  n o t  h e a r  f r o m  y o u  w e  w i l l  w r i t e  a g a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  
s e s s i o n  i n  J u n e a u .



A L V I N  J O H N S T O N  
P . O .  B O X  6  

P A L M E R ,  A K .  9 9 6 4 5  
( 9 0 7 )  7 4 5 - 3 5 3 1

F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1 9 9 0

S e n .  J a y  K e r t t u l a  
S e n .  M i k e  S z y m a n s k i  
R e D .  R o n a l d  L a r s o n  
R e D .  C u r t  M e n a r d

R E :  T h e  N a m i n g  c f  a  B r i d g e  i . e . .  J o h n s t o n  B r i d g e

G r e e t i n g s :

I  a p o r e c i a t e d  y o u r  r e D l y  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  
i n  o u r  a r e a .  F o r  y o u r  c o n v e n i e n c e  I ’ l l  a g a i n  g i v e  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e v i o u s l y  s u b m i t t e c .  T h i s  b r i d g e  d e e s  n o t  
h a v e  a  n a m e .  I t  w a s  s t a r t e d  i n  M a r c h  1 9 6 3  a n d  c o r n s l e t e d  
i n  N o v e m b e r  1 9 6 3 .

E d g e r t c n  -  P a r k s  R c a c  
S t a t e  # 5 7 0 5 2  
F e d e r a l  J f B R - O S - 1 i  4 4  !

S u s i t r . a  R i v e r  -  H a t c h e r  P a s s  R e a d  
S t a t e  # 5 7 2 ^ 0  
F e d e r a l  # B R - 5 9 0 ( 1 8 )

A g a i n ,  m y  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  h c c e s  o f  n a m i n g  t h i s  
b r i d g e  a s  a  m e m o r i a l  t o  I n a  J o n r . s t c n  w h o  d i e d  M a r c n  1 9 3 9 .  
S h e  d e v o t e d  m u c h  t i m e  a n d  l o v e  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  p r o j e c t .

/

A l v i n  J o h n s t o n  
F a m i l y  & F r i e n d s
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While In 
Session: 

P .O . Box V 
Ju n e a u , A laska 

99811 
(907)465-2679

Interim :
165 E. Parks 

H ighway 
W asilla, A laska 

99687 
(907)373-2878

S enate
District

E

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d

D ATE : F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 9 1

FROM: S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d

R E :  CS f o r  SB9 —  "A n  A c t  n a m i n g  t h e  B o b  B l o d g e t t
N o m e - T e l l e r  H i g h w a y ,  t h e  I n a  J o h n s t o n  B r i d g e ,  a n d  
M t .  M c G h a n "

I  a s k  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  n a m i n g  t h e  
h i g h w a y ,  b r i d g e ,  a n d  m o u n t a i n  r e f e r e n c e d  i n  t h i s  
b i l l .  I t  i s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  w a y  t o  h o n o r  t h e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t h e s e  A l a s k a n s  m a d e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  
t h e y  l o v e d .

I n  1 9 6 3  t h e  s t a t e  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  t o  
b u i l d  b r i d g e  # 1 1 9 2  a n d  I n a  J o h n s o n ,  h e r  h u s b a n d  
a n d  n e i g h b o r s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  l a b o r .  T h a t  b r i d g e  
i s  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  a n d  i s  s t i l l  w i t h o u t  a  n a m e .
I n a  d i e d  i n  1 9 8 9  a n d  i t  s e e m s  o n l y  f i t t i n g  t h a t  
t h i s  b r i d g e  b e  n a m e d  f o r  h e r .

B r u c e  M c G h a n ,  a  t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n  A l a s k a n ,  w a s  
k i l l e d  i n  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c c i d e n t  i n  1 9 8 6 .  S i n c e  
t h a t  t i m e  h i s  w i f e ,  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  h a v e  
w o r k e d  t o  h a v e  o n e  o f  t h e  n i n e  u n n a m e d  m o u n t a i n s  
n e a r  C r e s c e n t  L a k e  n a m e d  i n  h i s  m e m o r y .

B r u c e  w o r k e d  t h i o u g h o u t  A l a s k a  o n  m a n y  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  H e  b u i l t  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l s ,  
h o u s e s ,  a n d  s t a t e  c a m p g r o u n d  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e  w o r k  
B r u c e  d i d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  s t r e t c h e s  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  
t o  V a l d e z ,  K e n a i  t o  P a l m e r ,  I l l i a m n a  t o  G i r d w o o d  
a n d  a l l  a r o u n d  s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a .  B r u c e  t o o k  
p r i d e  i n  h i s  h o m e  s t a t e  a n d  i n  e v e r y  j o b  a n d  
l a n d m a r k  h e  l e f t  b e h i n d .

S t r o n g  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  n a m i n g  o f  M t .
M cG h a n  h a s  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  
r e s o l u t i o n s  f r o m  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  b o d i e s ,  
i n d i v i d u a l  l e t t e r s  o f  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  a  p e t i t i o n  
b e a r i n g  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 2 0 0  s i g n a t u r e s .

I  a s k  y o u  t o  j o i n  m e  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  C S - S B  9 .  I t  
d o e s  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  h o n o r  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  
t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i t  a l s o  h o n o r s  t h e  s p i r i t  t h a t  
b u i l t  A l a s k a .

W E  S U P P O R T

a l a s ;- a
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Debra McGban

H e  w a s n ’ t  a  p o l i t i c i a n

; State rejects widow’s plea to name mountain
By SUSAN MORGAN IIOWK 

Ficclicmuo ruCf
Mount McOhan. >.
Wosllla resident Debra McGtunj 

had hoped by now that a moun­
tain near Cooper Landing would 
bear that name in honor of her 
late husband. This month, howev­
er, she says sho was told that 
Bruce McGhan just wasn’t impor­
tant enough to the state of Alaska 
to warrant naming a mountain af­
ter him.
Soon after Bruce, a life-long 

Alaskan, was killed in a construc­
tion accident Nov. 26, 1986, De­
bra realized the wanted a perma­
nent reminder of her husband of 
13 years.
Someone suggested naming a 

star for him, but she decided on 
one of the unnamed mountains on 
the Kenai Peninsula instead. "A 
star just seemed too far away," 
she says. "I wanted something 
more tangible."
Debra began plowing through 

all the required paperwork and 
regulations the state told her she 
needed.
She collected signatures on peti­

tions, talked about her dream with 
politicians in the Kenai Peninsula 
Borough and traveled with her 
two young children to meetings in 
the area. She never doubted that 
her husband was worthy of a 
mountain.
"Bruce lived and breathed Alas­

ka. This was home," she says. "I 
just always saw him go out of his 
way to help the slate as a private 
citizen."
Bruce and Debra married short­

ly after both graduated from Di- 
mond High School in 1971 Bruce 
owned his own construction busi­
ness in Wasilla. He was killed 
when the walls of a sewer ditch 
collapsed on him.
Debra says her husband was on 

adventurer and recalls the lime 
they spent camping and hiking on 
'their mountain" fondly. "Just to 
be in the heart of (hat beautiful 
country was great," she says. "It 
was our favorite place."
After collecting 1,200 signa­

tures of support, Debra’s applica­
tion to name Mount McGhan was 
finally approved by the Kenai

Borough last June.
She then packaged up all the in­

formation and supporting data and 
mailed it to the Commissioner of 
Regional Affairs in Juneau for fi­
nal approval. A phone call from 
someone in the office in August 
told her the application looked 
’really good’ and said approval 
would probably be just a formali­ty-
On Feb. 9, however, she was 

told tho state had refused her re­
quest.

"Thev said they didn't feel that 
Bruce had given the state of Alas­
ka a substantial enough contribu­
tion," Debra says. "I said, ‘What 
exactly are you looking for' and 
ahe said, ’Well, like somebody 
who held a political office or 
something.’"

Debra said Bruce made more 
than his share of contributions to 
Alaska. He designed a bear-proof 
(rashcan still in use in state parks 
and took pride in installing sewer 
systems that wouldn’t pollute the 
environment.

"His whole thing was, T’m go­
ing to be here forever and my

children are going to be here for­
ever,’ so he wanted to take care of 
tire state," site says. Iffy  
didn’t think that wu enough.),
Sho admits to feeling bfttsr. "Do 1 

they think that somebody 9fkp 
puts on a white shirt and (qlUfa* 
in Juneau makes more of a coajtri-' 
bution than Bruce did?" she tala. 
"This is what Alaska is all about, 
we’re the people who live here 
and work here."

Now, Debra says, she’s begin­
ning the appeal process. Juneau 
will need more supportive infor­
mation and reasons to consider 
naming Mount McGhan.
Meanwhile, a bronze plaque, in­

stalled by Debra, marks the 
4,730-foot-high mountain that ha 
husband loved. After his death, 
Debra scattered his ashes over the 
peak and says she and the chil­
dren can feel his presence when 
they visit.
"It's like when you gel there, 

he's really there, Debra says. 
"It's so quiet, it's like being in the 
middle of a picture. It’s like heav­
en and it feels like he's really 
happy there."



BRUCE ALLEN MCGHAN
B y :  D e b r a  M cG h a n

O n  N o v e m b e r  2 6 ,  1 9 8 6  B r u c e  M c G h a n  w a s  k i l l e d  i n  a n  
i n d u s t r i a l  a c c i d e n t  w h i l e  u p g r a d i n g  a  s e p t i c  s y s t e m  i n  t h e
W a s i l l a  a r e a .  B r u c e  i s  g o n e ,  b u t  h i s  m e m o r y  w i l l  l i v e  o n  i n  t h e
h e a r t s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  k n e w  a n d  l o v e d  h i m ;  a n d  i n  t h e  m a n y  
l a n d m a r k s  o f  w o r k  h e  l e f t  b e h i n d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  h i s  
h o m e . i ;

T h e  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  B r u c e  n o w  c a l l  o n  A l a s k a  t o  h e l p  
l e a v e  a  l a n d m a r k  f o r  h i m ;  a  m e m o r i a l  f o r  B r u c e .  B o m  a n d  r a i s e d  
i n  A l a s k a ,  B r u c e  e x p l o r e d  m u c h  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  I n  h i s  t r a v e l s  h e
d i s c o v e r e d  C r e s c e n t  L a k e  o n  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .  W h e n  B r u c e  a n d
h i s  w i f e  D e b r a  n e e d e d  a  c h a n g e  f r o m  t h e  f a s t  p a c e  o f  c i t y  l i f e ,  
t h e y  h i k e d  t o  C r e s c e n t  L a k e .  H e r e ,  i n  t h i s  s p e c i a l  p l a c e ,  t h e y  
s p e n t  m a n y  h o u r s  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  l o v e  a n d  e n j o y i n g  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  
A l a s k a ' s  b a c k c o u n t r y .

L o c a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h r e e  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  K e n a i  L a k e  i n  t h e  
K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h ,  C r e s c e n t  L a k e  i s  b o r d e r e d  b y  S e v e r a l  
m o u n t a i n s .  O n e  m o u n t a i n ,  w h i c h  l i e s  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e  o f  K e n a i  
L a k e  a n d  t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  o f  C r e s c e n t  L a k e ,  i s  c u r r e n t l y  u n n a m e d .  
We w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  t h i s  m o u n t a i n  n a m e d  M t .  M c G h a n  i n  m e m o r y  o f  
B r u c e  A l l e n  M c G h a n  a n d  h i s  l o v e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

B r u c e  w a s  b o r n  o n  A u g u s t  1 4 ,  1 9 5 3  i n  A n c h o r a g e  A l a s k a .  H e  
w a s  t h e  o l d e s t  o f  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  b o r n  t o  T e r r y  S m i t h  a n d  M a r i l y n  
C o x  M c G h a n .

H i s  f a t h e r ,  T e r r y  M c G h a n ,  o w n e d  a n  A n c h o r a g e  b a s e d  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y  w h i c h  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  w a t e r  a n d  s e w e r  
e x c a v a t i o n .  H i s  c o m p a n y  i n s t a l l e d  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  w a t e r  a n d  
s e w e r  s y s t e m s  u s e d  i n  S p e n a r d .  H e  w a s  a  b u s h  p i l o t  a n d  s o n  o f  
p i o n e e r  A l a s k a  p a r e n t s  w h o  o p e r a t e d  o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  a i r l i n e s  
b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  a n d  S e a t t l e .  T e r r y ' s  f a t h e r ,  C l i f f o r d  D . "MAC" 
M c G h a n  d r o v e  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c a r s  o v e r  t h e  A l c a n  H i g h w a y  
a f t e r  i t  o p e n e d  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s .

I n  1 9 6 1  B r u c e ' s  p a r e n t s  d i v o r c e d  a n d  B r u c e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  
s i s t e r  a n d  b r o t h e r s :  M i k e ,  C o l l e e n ,  a n d  P a t ,  r e m a i n e d  i n
A n c h o r a g e  l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  m o t h e r .  T e r r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  w o r k  i n  
A l a s k a  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f i e l d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  H e  o w n e d  a n d  
o p e r a t e d  M e n t a s t a  L o d g e  o n  t h e  T o k  C u t o f f  f r o m  1 9 6 6  t o  1 9 6 9 .  I n  
1 9 7 3  h e T e f t  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  c u r r e n t l y  o w n s  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y  
i n  W a r r e n t o n ,  O r e g o n .

M a r i l y n ,  B r u c e ' s  m o t h e r ,  b e g a n  w o r k i n g  f o r  B u s i n e s s  S e r v i c e  
B u r e a u  i n  1 9 6 1  a s  a  r e c e p t i o n i s t  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y .  I n  
1 9 6 7  s h e  w a s  o f f e r e d  a n  e x e c u t i v e  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  a  n e w l y  f o r m e d  
c o m p a n y ,  L a b o r  T r u s t  S e r v i c e s ,  a s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  m a n y  l a r g e  
h e a l t h ,  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  p e n s i o n  t r u s t  f u n d s .  S h e  i s  n o w  a  c o r p o r a t e  
o w n e r  o f  L a b o r  T r u s t  S e r v i c e s  i n  A n c h o r a g e .

A s  t h e  o l d e s t  c h i l d  m a n y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t e s  f e l l  t o  B r u c e  a n d  
h e  t o o k  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  s e r i o u s l y .  H e  r e a l i z e d  a t  a n  e a r l y  a g e  
t h a t  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  g e t  a h e a d  w a s  h a r d  w o r k ;  a n d  B r u c e  w a s  
d e t e r m i n e d  t o  t h r i v e .  H e  k e p t  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s ,  w h o  w e r e  b o t h  
r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  t a l l e r  t h a n  h i m s e l f ,  i n  l i n e  w i t h  b r u t e  s t r e n g t h .  
T h  ~ e  w a s  a  c o n s t a n t  c h a l l e n g e  a m o n g  t h e  b r o t h e r s  b u t  t h e y  e a c h  
T ' - > e c t e d  o n e  a n o t h e r  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t a l e n t s  t h a t



e m e r g e d  a s  t h e y  g r e w .
A t  e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d  B r u c e  b e c a m e  t h e  y o u n g e s t  p a p e r  b o y  h i r e d  

b y  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s .  C o n s c i e n t i o u s  a n d  h a r d  w o r k i n g ,  h e  
s u c c e e d e d  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  p a p e r  r o u t e s  i n  t h e  
S p e n a r d  a r e a ,  w i n n i n g  d o z e n s  o f  a w a r d s  f o r  h i s  e f f o r t s .  H e  k e p t  u p  
w i t h  t h e  d e l i v e r i e s  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  g e t t i n g  u p  a t  4 : 0 0  a . m .  s e v e n  
d a y s  a  w e e k .

W h e n  B r u c e  w a s  1 2  h i s  f a t h e r  b o u g h t  M e n t a s t a  L o d g e  o n  t h e  
T o k  C u t o f f .  F o r  t h r e e  s u m m e r s  t h e  k i d s  w o r k e d . i n  t h e  l o d g e  
m a k i n g  b e d s ,  c u t t i n g ' w o o d ,  s t o c k i n g  s h e l v e s ,  a n d  e v e n  b u i l d i n g  a n  . 
a i r c r a f t  r u n w a y .  B r u c e  l e a r n e d  t o  r u n  h i s  f i r s t  p i e c e  o f  h e a v y  
e q u i p m e n t  o n  t h a t  r u n w a y .  I t  t o o k  a l l  s u m m e r  b e c a u s e  w h e n  t h e  
d o z e r  b r o k e  d o w n  h e  h a d  t o  r e p a i r  i t ;  t h i s  w a s  q u i t e  a  t a s k  f o r  
a  1 3  y e a r  o l d  w h o  d i d n ' t  k n o w  m u c h  a b o u t  f i x i n g  d o z e r ' s .  B u t  
w i t h  a  b o o k ,  s o m e  t o o l s ,  a n d  a  s e n s e  o f  c h a l l e n g e ,  B r u c e  f i x e d  
t h e  d o z e r  a n d  f i n i s h e d  t h e  r u n w a y  a  w e e k  b e f o r e  s u m m e r  e n d e d .

T h e  M c G h a n  f a m i l y  f a c e d  m a n y  h a r d  y e a r s  a s  M a r i l y n  
s t r u g g l e d  t o  r a i s e  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  a l o n e  i n  A n c h o r a g e .  I t  w a s  a  
c h a l l e n g e  k e e p i n g  f o o d  o n  t h e  t a b l e ,  a n d  e x t r a  m o n e y  w a s  u n h e a r d  
o f .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  o d d s  B r u c e  s a v e d  e n o u g h  m o n e y  t o  b u y  a  b r a n d  
n e w  D a t s u n  p i c k u p  b y  h i s  s e v e n t e e n t h  b i r t h d a y .

O n c e  B r u c e  h a d  w h e e l s  a n d  c o u l d  d r i v e  h e  b e g a n  t o  t h r i s t  f o r  
m o r e ;  h e  w a n t e d  t o  f l y .  A l o n g  w i t h  h i s  s c h o o l  w o r k  h e  t o o k  o n  
t w o  j o b s  ( a p p l i a n c e  r e p a i r  a n d  g a s  s t a t i o n  a t t e n d a n t )  t o  e a r n  t h e  
m o n e y  n e e d e d  f o r  f l y i n g  l e s s o n s .  H e  s o l o e d  a f t e r  j u s t  e i g h t  
h o u r s  o f  f o r m a l  i n s t r u c t i o n .  A t  1 8  h e  e a r n e d  h i s  p r i v a t e  p i l o t  
l i c e n s e  a n d  b e g a n  s a v i n g  f o r  a n  a i r p l a n e .

I n  1 9 7 1 ,  d u r i n g  h i s  s e n i o r  y e a r  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  B r u c e  l a n d e d  
a  j o b  w i t h  A . A . A .  R e n t a l  c o m p a n y  a s  a  y a r d  h a n d .  W i t h i n  a  w e e k ,
B o b  H o l t  t h e  o w n e r ,  d i s c o v e r e d  B r u c e  h a d  a  k n a c k  f o r  m e c h a n i c  
w o r k  a n d  r u n n i n g  e q u i p m e n t .  H e  w a s  p r o m o t e d ,  g i v e n  a  r a i s e ,  a n d  
p u t  t o  d e l i v e r i n g  l o a d e r s ,  b a c k h o e s ,  a n d  d o z e r s  a r o u n d  A n c h o r a g e ,  
G i r d w o o d ,  a n d  t h e  M a t - S u  V a l l e y .  H e  b e c a m e  k n o w n  a s  " t h e  k i d  w h o  
c o u l d  g e t  a n y t h i n g  u n s t u c k . "  O c c a s i o n a l l y  a r r i v i n g  t o  p i c k  u p  a  
p i e c e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  m u d ,  h e  w o u l d  j u m p  d o w n  f r o m  - b i s  
t r u c k ,  a  h u g e  g r i n  l i g h t i n g  h i s  b o y i s h  f a c e ,  a n d  p r o c e e d  t o  d o  
w h a t  s e e m e d  i m p o s s i b l e ;  g e t  a  m u l t i  t o n  p i e c e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  o u t  o f  
t h e  m u d  a n d  o n t o  d r y  g r o u n d .  B u t  s o m e h o w  h e  a l w a y s  s u c c e e d e d .

B r u c e  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  m a t h  
c o u r s e s ' a t  M o u n t  H o o d  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  i n  P o r t l a n d ,  O r e g o n .  B u t  
h e  m i s s e d  A l a s k a ,  a n d  a f t e r  a  s h o r t  t i m e ,  r e t u r n e d  h o m e .

I n  N o v e m b e r  1 9 7 3  B r u c e  m a r r i e d  a  f o r m e r  c l a s s m a t e ,  D e b r a  
M c D a n i e l ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  A l a s k a n  a r t i s t  S c o t t  M c D a n i e l ,  a n d  
s e t t l e d  d o w n  t o  r a i s e  a  f a m i l y .

T a k i n g  h i s  n e w  w i f e ,  B r u c e  m o v e d  t o  S e w a r d  a n d  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  
l u m b e r  m i l l  f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 7 4  h e  w a s  
a c c e p t e d  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  e n g i n e e r s  u n i o n  s o  t h e  c o u p l e  
r e t u r n e d  t o  A n c h o r a g e .  1 9 7 5  b r o u g h t  m o r e  c h a n g e s  w i t h  t h e  s t a r t  
o f  M c G h a n  C o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y ,  o w n e d  b y  B r u c e ' s  u n c l e ,  T im  
M c G h a n .  B r u c e  w c  t o  w o r k  f o r  T i m ' s  c o m p a n y  a s  t h e  f o r e m a n  a n d  
o p e r a t o r .  A n d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s  h e  w o r k e d  w i t h  T i m ,  h e l p i n g  
t o  b u i l d  a  s t r o n g ,  s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s .

I n  1 9 7 6 ,  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e i r  f i r s t  c h i l d ,
B r u c e  m a d e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  m o v e  h i s  f a m i l y  t o  t h e  M a t - S u  v a l l e y .



H e  s p e n t  t h e  w i n t e r  d e s i g n i n g  h o u s e  p l a n s ,  t h e n  b e g a n  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h i s  f i r s t  h o m e  i n  W a s i l l a  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  
1 9 7 7 .  H e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  w o r k  f o r  T im ,  c o m m u t i n g  i n t o  A n c h o r a g e  
d a i l y ,  a n d  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  h o u s e  a t  n i g h t ,  a n d  d a y s  o f f .
H e  f i n i s h e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  J u n e  1 9 7 8 .

B y  1 9 8 0  t h e  d r i v e  t o  A n c h o r a g e  b e c a m e  t o o  h a r d ,  a n d  a f t e r  
b u y i n g  h i s  f i r s t  a i r p l a n e ,  B r u c e  w e n t  t o  w o r k  f o r  a  r e m o t e  b u s h  
c o m p a n y ;  J a n s e n  C o n s t r u c t i o n .  H e  f l e w  t o  I l l i a m n a  a n d  w o r k e d  o n  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l s  a r o u n d  t h e  l a k e .

W h e n  t h e  s c h o o l s  w e r e  f i n i s h e d  B r u c e  w e n t  t o  w o r k  f o r  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P a r k s  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  J i m  
H o a g .  H e a d q u a r t e r e d  i n  W i l l o w ,  h e  w o r k e d  a s  p a r t  o f  a  4 m e m b e r  
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  b u i l d i n g  c r e w  i n  t h e  s t a t e  c a m p g r o u n d s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  M a t - S u  V a l l e y .  A c c o m p a n i e d  b y  h i s  f a m i l y ,  h e  s p e n t  t h e  
s u m m e r  o f  1 9 8 2  t r a v e l i n g  a r o u n d  s o u t h  c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  m a k i n g  
r e p a i r s ,  a n d  b u i l d i n g  n e w ,  b e t t e r  d e v i c e s  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  
c a m p g r o u n d s .  (H e  a i d e d  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  a n d  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  
c u r r e n t l y  u s e d  b e a r  p r o o f  g a r b a g e  c a n s . )

I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 8 2  B r u c e  b o u g h t  h i s  f i r s t  b a c k h o e  a n d  
s t a r t e d  h i s  o w n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y ,  B .A .M .  C o n s t r u c t i o n .  F o r  
t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s  B r u c e  w o r k e d  h a r d  t o  b u i l d  u p  h i s  b u s i n e s s .
H e  e a r n e d  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  h a r d  w o r k i n g ,  h o n e s t ,  a n d  
d e p e n d a b l e .  H e  b u i l t  s e v e n  h o m e s  i n  t h e  W a s i l l a  a n d  B i g  L a k e  
a r e a ,  e a c h  o n e  w i t h  o r i d e  a n d  q u a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  H e  i n s t a l l e d  
h u n d r e d ' s  o f  w a t e r  a n d  s e w e r  s y s t e m s ,  d i d  l a n d s c a p i n g ,  h o m e  
i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  a n d  a d d i t i o n s ;  a l l  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  d o n e  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  
h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  B r u c e  l i v e d  b y .

T h e  w o r k  B r u c e  d i d  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  s t r e t c h e s  
f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  t o  V a l d e z ,  K e n a i  t o  P a l m e r ,  I l l i a m n a  t o  G i r d w o o d ,  
a n d  a l l  a r o u n d  S o u t h  C e n t r a l  A l a s k a .  B r u c e  t o o k  g r e a t  p r i d e  i n
h i s  h o m e  s t a t e  a n d  t h a t  p r i d e  w e n t  i n t o  e v e r y  j o b ,  a n d  e v e r y
l a n d m a r k  h e  l e f t  b e h i n d .

N o w ,  a s  t h e  o n e  y e a r  a n n i v e r s a y  o f  B r u c e ' s  d e a t h  a p p r o a c h e s ,  
h i s  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  h a v e  j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  m a k e  a  r e q u e s t  t o  
t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;  t h a t  t h e  m o u n t a i n  n e a r  C r e s c e n t  L a k e  b e  * 
o f f i c i a l l y  n a m e d  M t .  M c G h a n  a s  a  m e m o r i a l  f o r  t h i s  m o s t  d e s e r v i n g  
m a n .

B r u c e  w a s  c r e m a t e r l  a n d  h i s  r e m a i n s  h a v e  b e e n  s p r e a d  o n  t h e
s l o p e s  o f  t h i s  m o u n t a i n  i n  t h e  p l a c e  h e  l o v e d  s o  m u c h .  W h a t  b e t t e r
m o n u m e n t - c o u l d  b e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h i s  t r u e  A l a s k a n ?



P.O. Hox V 
J u n e a u .  AK 99811

907 465-1921

S en ate  T ransportation  C om m ittee

TO: S e n a te  Transportation Com m ittee

FROM: Senator Curt Menard, Chairman

DATE: 6 February 1991

RE: Ina Johnston and Bruce McGahan Am endments to SB 9

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Sen. C u rt M enard . Clialr 
Sen . I.loyd J o n e s , Vice-Chair 
Sen. IJctlyc F uhrcn k am p , M em ber  
Sen . D rue Pearce. M em ber 
Sen . D ick S hu ltz . M em ber

Ina Johnston cam e to the M atanuska-Susitna valley in 1957, where sh e  
worked for many years a s a nurse's aid at the hospital. In 1963, the state  
provided the m aterials for the building of bridge #1 1 9 2 , with local 
volunteers doing the construction. Mr. Johnston worked a s  a welder on the 
bridge, and his wife Ina provided the m eals for the workers.

Ina died in March of 1989, and her friends and neighbors have requested  
that this bridge be nam ed to honor the work that Ina has done for her 
com munity and neighbors. As per the letters attached Ina w as alw ays  
willing to lend a helping hand to th o se  who n eed ed  it. As on e of the local 
peop le who helped with the construction of the bridge, it s e e m s  only 
fitting that this bridge b ecom e a memorial to her.

Bruce McGhan w a s killed in an industrial accident on Novem ber 26, 1986  
while upgrading a  septic system  in the W asilla area. The family anH 
friends of Bruce would like the State of Alaska to leave a landma 
memorial for him. Born and raised in Alaska, Bruce explored much ,'t ... 
state. In his travels he d iscovered  C rescent Lake on the Kenai Peninsula.

Bruce worked throughout Alaska on many construction projects. He built 
village sch o o ls , h o u ses , and state cam pground facilities. The work Bruce 
did around the sta te  over the years stretches from Fairbanks to Valdez, 
Kenai to Palmer, Illiamna to Girdwood and all around southcentral Alaska.



P age 2
Ina Johnston & Bruce McGhan am endm ents

Bruce took great pride in his hom e state and in every job and landmark he 
left behind.

His family and friends have joined together in their request that the  
unnamed mountain near C rescent Lake be officially nam ed Mt. McGhan a s  a 
memorial for this m ost deserving man. Bruce's rem ains have been  spread  
on the s lo p es  of this mountain in the place he loved and visited so  much.

I am requesting that the com m ittee m em bers consider th ese  am endm ents  
to SB 9.
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A L V I N  J O H N S T O N  
P . O .  B O X  6  

P A L M E R ,  A K .  9 9 6 4 5  
( 9 0 7 )  7 4 5 - 3 5 3 1

S ep tem b e r 2 9 ,  1 9 8 9

R b d . C u r t  M e n a r d
3 5 1  W .  S w a n s o n  A v e . ,  S t e . 1
W a s i l l a ,  A k .  9 9 6 8 7

R E :  T h e  N a m i n g  o f  a  B r i d g e ;  i . e . ,  J o h n s t o n  B r i d g e

G r e e t i n g s :

T h e  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  I n a  J o h n s t o n  r e q u e s t  a  m e m o r i a l  f o r  I n a ,  
w h o  d i e d  i n  M a r c h  1 9 8 9 .

W e  h a v e  t a l k e d  t h i s  o v e r  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  b r i d g e  n e a r  t h e  J o h n s t o n  h o m e  
w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  a  v e r y  d e f i n a t e  p a r t  o f  o u r  l i v e s .  T h e  b r i d g e  d o e  n o t  
a s  y e t  h a v e  a  n a m e .  I t  w a s  s t a r t e d  i n  M a r c h  1 9 6 3  a n d  c c m o l e t e d  i n  
N o v e m b e r  1 9 6 3 .  T h e  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e ,  h o w e v e r  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  b y  v o l u n t e e r  w o r k  f r o m  n e i g h b o r s .  T h e  m e a l s  
d u r i n g  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w e r e  s e r v e d  b y  I n a .

w e  h a v e  r e s e a r c h e d  t h e  p r o j e c t  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
w e  h a v e  f o u n d :

E d g e r t o n  -  P a r k s  R o a d  
S t a t e  # 5 7 0 6 2  
F e d e r a l  # B R - O S - 1 ( 4 4 )

S u s i t n a  R i v e r  -  H a t c h e r  P a s s  R o a d  
S t a t e  # 5 7 3 4 0  
F e d e r a l  # B R - 5 S 0 ( 1 8 )

I n a  l o v e d  t h i s  v a l l e y  a n d  s h e  g a v e  g e n e r o u s l y  o f  h e r  t i m e  w i t h  m u c h  
l o v e  a s  s h e  w o r k e d  a t  t h e  V a l l e y  H o s p i t a l  a n d  w a s  a l s w a y s  r e a d y  t o  b e  a  
f r i e n d  t o  h e r  n e i g h b o r s .

Y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .

A l v i n  J o h n s t o n ,  
f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s

P . S .  I f  w e  d o  n o t  h e a r  f r o m  y o u  w e  w i l l  w r i t e  a g a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  
s e s s i o n  i n  J u n e a u .



A L V I N  J O H N S T O N  
P . O .  B O X  S  

P A L M E R ,  A K .  9 9 6 4 5  
( 9 0 7 )  7 4 5 - 3 5 3 1

F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1 9 9 0

S e n .  J a y  K e r t t u l a  
S e n .  M i k e  S z y m a n s k i  
R e p .  R o n a l d  L a r s o n  
R e p .  C u r b  M e n a r d

R E :  T h e  N a m i n g  o f  a  B r i d g e  i . e . .  J o h n s b o n  B r i d g e

G r e e t i n g s :

I  a p p r e c i a t e d  y o u r  r e p l y  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  
i n  c u r  a r e a .  F o r  y o u r  c o n v e r i e n c e  I ’ l l  a g a ' n  g i v e  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e v i o u s l y  s u b m i t t e c .  T h i s  b r i d g e  d o e s  n o t  
h a v e  a  n a m e .  I t  w a s  s t a r t e d  i n  M a r c h  1 9 6 3  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  
i n  N o v e m b e r  1 9 6 3 .

E d g e r t c n  -  P a r k s  R c a c  
S t a t e  # 5 7 0 5 2  
F e d e r a l  # E R - 0 S - 1 i 4 4  *

S u s i t n a  R i v e r  -  H a t c h e r  P a s s  R e a d  
S t a t e  # 5 7 3 4 0  
F e d e r a l  # B R - 5 9 0 U : ; )

A g a i n ,  m y  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  h c c e s  o f  n a m i n g  t h i s  
b r i d g e  a s  a  m e m o r i a l  t c  I n a  J c n n s t c n  w h o  d i e d  M e r e r .  1 9 3 9 .  
S h e  d e v o t e d  m u c h  t i m e  a n d  l o v e  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  p r o j e c t .

A l v i n  J o h n s t o n  
F a m i l y  & F r i e n d s
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K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A  B O R O U G H
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14 4  N .  B I N K L E Y  • S O L D O T N A .  A L A S K A  9 9 6 6 9  
P H O N E  (907) 2 6 2 -4 4 4 1

DON GILMAN
MAYOR

June 8 , 1988

— — y
' “ JUB..1.3198.8

C O M M I S S I O N E R ' S  O F F I C E  
C O M M U N I T Y  & R E G I O N A L  A F F  A I R o

A la sk a  S t a te  G eograp h ic  
Names Board 
P.O . Box B 
J u n ea u , AK 99811

D ear S ir s :

On June 7 , 1 9 8 8 , th e  K enai P e n in s u la  Borough approved  a 
m o tio n  to  forw ard  a l e t t e r  o f  n o n -o b j e c t io n  to  th e  
nam ing o f  a m ou n ta in  a t  L a t i tu t d e  6 0 ° 2 6 '0 M N orth; L o n g i­
tu d e  1 4 9 ° 3 3 ' 3 0 " E a s t , S e c t io n  1 3 , Tow nship 4N, Range 2W, 
Seward M erid ia n  lo c a t e d  on th e  n o r th  sh o r e  o f  K enai Lake 
and th e  so u th  sh o r e  o f  C r e sc e n t  L ake. The m ounta in  i s  
c u r r e n t ly  unnamed b a sed  on th e  s e c t i o n  map - Seward B-7  
q u a d r a n g le .

Debra A. McGhan has r e q u e s te d  th e  m ou nta in  be named in  
memory o f  h er  d e c e a s e d  husband - Mt. McGhan.

I f  we may be o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p le a s e  c o n t a c t  th e  
Borough C le r k 's  O f f i c e ,  2 6 2 -4 4 4 1  e x t .  2 2 0 /2 2 1 .

V ery t r u ly  y o u r s ,

Joan n e B r in d le y ,  CMC 
K enai P e n in s u la  Borugh C lerk



A l a s k a  ^ t a t e  ^ l e g i s l a t u r e

A l  A d a m s
District L

Official Business

ID: Senator Curt Menard, Chair 
Senate Transportation C om m ittee

WHILE IN SESSION 
PO. Box V 

S tate C apito l 
Juneau, A laska 99811 

(907)465-3707
O U T  O F SESSION 

PD. Box 333 
Kotzebue, A laska 99752 

(907)442-3245
3111 C  Street 

Anchorage, A laska 99503 
(907) 561-7622

FROM:

RE:

DATE:

Senator Al Adams

Senate Bill 9, "An Act naming t* e Bob Blodgett Nom e-Teller 
H ighway."

January 24, 1991

This is to request a hearing in the Senate Transportation Committee 
hearing on the aforem entioned legislation.

Attached to this letter are:
0 copy of the bill 
0 map o f the road area
0 letter o f support from the Department of Transportation Western 

D istrict manager 
0 copies o f past newspaper articles showing Senator Blodgett's 

interest in creation of the road 
0 letter o f support from the City of Nom e
0 resolution by the Nom e City Council in support o f this legislation  
0 statutory citation o f need for legal action in road naming 
0 content o f legislative citation that is presently in the legislature 

recognizing the contributions o f Senator Blodgett

I have requested a fiscal note from the Department of Transportation and 
that is pending.

If you need further information please contact my office.

Thank you for your consideration o f this.
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY SENATORS ADAMS, Rodey, Sturgulewski 

Introduced: 1/21/91
Referred: Transportation and Finance

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act naming the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway."

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 * Section 1. AS 35.40 is amended by adding a new section to read:

4 Sec. 35.40.070. BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY. The road connecting

5 Nome and Teller is named the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway.

SENATE BILL NO. 9

SB0009A -1-
Nnw T ex t  U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETEDI



S T E V E  C O W P E R ,  G O V E R N O R

DEPARTMENT OF  TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES p O■ bo x  1048

Senator Al Adams 
P.O. Box 333 
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752

Dear Al:

We here at the Department of Transportation wholeheartedly support naming the Nome- 
Teller highway for Bob Blodget. Were it not for his efforts it would not have been 
constructed. Additionally, having Bob as a friend and discussing the areas needs with 
him on numerous occasions I am well aware of his love for and dedication to the people 
of the Seward Peninsula. Bob is most deserving of this recognition.

To answer your questions: The Nome-Teller highway is a Federal Aid Secondary route. 
As to jurisdiction, it is under the State’s  but to receive Federal money it must meet Federal 
Standards.

I have attached copies of a 1976 Department of Highways map showing the Seward 
Peninsula and the various road systems. I haven’t been able to find anything more 
detailed.

Looking through our archives here in Nome I only find a couple of old newspaper 
clippings which may be of som e use so  have included them. I will research this further.

I will send along anything else I find which will assist you in this endeavor.

NOR THERN REGION, WES TERN DIS TRIC T /

NOME, ALASKA 99762-1040 
PHONE: (907) 443-3444

September 11, 1990

Sincerely,

C. M. Coyle, Manager 
Western District

C C /sg

Enclosures

2 5 A T 2 2 L H
f
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THREES E C T IO N

B a s i c  S y s t e m  O f T h r o u g h w a y s  

I n  A l a s k a  I l l u s t r a t e d  ' B e f o r e  

A n d  A f t e r '  B y  S e n .  G r u e n i n g
Proposals of Senator Ernest Gruening (D-Alaska) for con^ 

struction of a basic system of throughways in A laska is seen in 
the accompanying photographs. .

The first shows th'e exisiting road system in Alaska. In the 
second, the senator points ou t how the system would be expanded

(a second through route from Fair- 
banks to Anchorage;

(3) Completion of . Highway 97 
from Fairbanks to Nome, and :fel-.
ler:’ ’ ■ '  •. ' . * ’ .' . >

under his program.
Senator Gruening has proposed 

that the Public "Works Committee 
of the Senate visit Alaska after 
adjournment this year to study 
Alaska's highway needs. He has 
received encouraging support from 
Majority Leader Lyndon Johnson 
(D.-Tcx.), Senator Dennis Chavez 
(D-N.M.), chairman of the Public 
Works Committee, and Senator Pat 
McNamara <D-Mich.), chairman of 
the Public Roads Subcommittee.

The main elements of the Gruen- 
ing highway plan are as follows:

(1) Completion of the Copper 
River Highway from Cordova via 
Chitina to McCarthy and its exten­
sion to a junction with the Alaska 
Highway: t

(2) Construction of a road par­
alleling the Alaska Railroad from 
Ncnana via McKinley Park to Tal- 
keetna and Willow, so as to provide

ler;1
(4) Provision of a road from Tal- 

keetnn via McGrath to a junction 
with Highway 97 at Ruby, so as to 
give Anchorage access to north­
western Alaska; t .

(5) Provision of a southeastern 
Alaska ferry system on a fast and 
frequent schedule linking Prince 
Rupert with Haines and with stops 
at Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, 
Juneau and Skagway;

(6) Construction of a. road from 
McGrath to Dillingham to tie Bris­
tol Bay into the rest of the state 
overland;

(7) Construction of a road from 
Unalakleet to the Yukon River and

a junction with Highway 
ukuk;

(8) Closing of the . Eag 
link;

(9) Extension of the roa\ 
Nabesnn to a junction with’ 
nska Highway; • . -

(10) CqmpleUop of a! cutoff i 
the Glenn Highway to the Dei 
Highway via Lake Louise; ;

-. f ll)  Building of.a highway acror 
Baranof Island from Sitka to Warrr. 
Springs Bay so that Sitka may be 
tied into the ferry system;

(12) Completion of the Hydaburg- 
Craig-Hollis road so that the west 
coast of Prince of Wales Island may 
be linked with the ferry;

(13) Building of roads from south­
eastern Alaska cities (all depending 
upon Canadian cooperation in con­
struction on their side of the bor­
der), so as to connect Skagway with 
Carcross, Juneau with Atlin, Peters­
burg and Wrangcl̂  w‘t*1 Telegraph 
Creek and Ketchikan with an ex­
tension of the “A" Route northward 
from Hazelton, B.C.

Senator Gruening advocates thi£ 
construction over the next 10 years 
to correct a situation which leaves 
Alaska unique among the'states in 
that few of its cities are connected 
wih others by road.

Thursday, April 30, 1959 JESSEN'S WEEKLY Sect. 3, Page 1
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RE* CHANGE IN PRESENT METHOD OF ALLOCATING GASOLINE TAX FUNDS

Fairbanks Daily Nows-Miner 
Anchorage Times 
Nome Nugget

1 rut*#',

Fewfeanfce Daffy N iwt-M inK , SaHirday, Maroh

- March 21, 1959 
March 21, 1959 

._ .March 23, 1959

OK Planned Split, He
JUNEAU, March 21, UFi — A at least, you :

Federal Bureau of Public 
Roads official yesterday voiced 
strong opposition to a bill 
to change Alaska’s pres 
ent method of allocating gaso­
line tax funds and require 
equal distribution among the 
state’s four major districts,

After the hearing before the 
Senate, in session as a coin 
rnittee of the whole, the bill 
was retained on the calendar 
but appeared in line for 
amendment before final action, 
action. • v  y  _ >;

Strongest support for the 
measure -has come from 
northwestern Alaska senators 
who seek a road connecting 
Nome with other parts of the 
state. The measure, which had 
been saved from defeat sev 
eral times, appeared headed 
for passage before yesterday’s 
hearing.

E. H. Swick of Juneau, re­
gional engineer for the BPR, 
told senators he felt it would 
be impractical to split off 
available highway funds in the 
method proposed under the 
bill. And he added the federal 
agency would not be agreeable 
to administering fe d e r 8 1 
matching funds on sue!} a 
basis. *

It’s my personal opinion 
that the Legislature would not 
be wise to program a highwny 
fund, tor the first few years

State Highwa; 
come up with 
then you cat 
doing,” he si 

“I  can’t sed 
cide that any 
ing to have 
and still con 
thing that m| 

Alaska noy 
13Vi million j 
federal high? 
Along with 
funds, the to 
able to Alas 
grams amor 
million dolla

f a *Name
Opposition To Gas 
Tax Measure From 
Fed. Roads Bureau
- ' JUNEAU, W1 —  A Federal Bur­
eau of iPubllc Roads official Friday 
voiced strong opposition to a bill 
to change Alaska’s present meth­
od of allocating gasoline tax funds 
and require equal distribution 
among.the state’s four major dis­
tricts. ;

After the hearing before the 
Senate, in session as a committee 
of the whole, the b ill was retained 
on the calendar but appeared in 
line for amendment before final 
action. • ................... (-

Strrngest support for the meas 
ure has come from Northwestern 
Alaska senators who seek a road 
connecting Nome with other parts 
of the state. The measure, which 
had been saved from defeat sev­
eral times, appeared headed for 
passage before Friday’s hearing.

E. H. Swick of Juneau, regional 
engineer for the BPR, told sen 
ators he felt It would 'be imprac­
tical to split off available highway 
funds in the method proposed un­
der the b ill. And he added the 
federal' agency would . not be 
agreeable to administering federal 
matching funds on such a basis.

"It’s my personal opinion that 
the Legislature would not be wise 
to program a highway fund. For 
the next few years at least, you 
should permit the state Highway 
Department to come up with a 
program and then you can see 
how.it .is doing," he said.

"I can’t see how you can de­
cide that any one area is going to 
have so much money and still 
come up with anything that makes 
sense."

Alaska now receives about 13̂ 6 
million dollars a year in federal 
highway nkt be-Ttaid-oAlong-wlth 
state, jnatchUxf: JXmds;.* ^ e : total 
amount available tO'.Alwk* for 
road programs-amounts.to about

f>. i •— .... fx •

M a r  2 1 ' s i

1

P rop osa l 

Im practical, 

S w ick  S ta tes
JUNEAU (fl — A Federal 

Bureau of Public Roads official 
yesterday voiced strong opposi­
tion to a bill to change Alaska’s 
present method of allocating 
gasoline tax funds and require 
equal distribution among the 
state’s four major districts.

After the hearing before the 
Senate, in session as a com­
mittee of the whole, the bill was 
retained on the calendar but ap­
peared in line for amendment 
before final action.

Strongest support for the 
measure h as  come from 
northwestern Alaska senators 
who leek a road connecting 
Nome with other parts of the 
state. The measure, which 
had been saved from defeat 
several times, appeared head­
ed for passage before yester­
day’s hearing.
E. H. Swick of Juneau, region 

id engineer for the BPR, told 
senators he felt It would be im­
practical to split off available 
highway funds in the method 
proposed under the M l. And he 
added the federal agency would 
not be agreeable to administer­
ing federal matching fundi on 
such a basis,
- "It’s my personal opinion that 
the Legislature would not be 
wise to program a highway 
fund. For the first few years 
at least, you should permit the 
State Highway Department to 
come up with a program and 
then you can see how it is do­
ing," he said. I

"I can’t see how you on 
decide that any one area It 
going to have so much money 
and still come np with any­
thing that makes sense.”
Alaska now receives about 

UK million dollars a year in I
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O c t o b e r  5 ,  1 9 9 0

S e n a t o r  A l  A d am s  
B o x  3 3 3
K o t z e b u e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 5 2  

D e a r  A l ,

E n c l o s e d  p l e a s e  f i n d  C i t y  o f  Nome R e s o l u t i o n  N o .  R - 9 1 - 9 - 7 ,  " A
R e s o l u t i o n  E n d o r s i n g  t h e  R e n a m i n g  o f  t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  H i g h w a y  t o  
t h e  BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER H IGHW AY". T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  a d o p t e d  
u n a n i m o u s l y  b y  t h e  N om e C om m on  C o u n c i l  a t  t h e i r  S e p t e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 9 0  
r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  p l a n  t o  i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  n a m i n g  t h e  r o a d  
i n  m e m o r y  o f  B o b .  I t  i s  a  f i t t i n g  m e m o r i a l  t o  a  m a n  w h o  s e r v e d  t h e  
S e w a r d  P e n i n s u l a  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

Csyt-n d'
L i n d a  E .  C o n l e y  
C i t y  C l e r k

c c :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R i c h a r d  F o s t e r
M r s .  R o b e r t  B l o d g e t t



P r e s e n t e d  D v : 
C o u n c i l m a n  A da in s  
A c t i o n  T a k e n :  
Y e s  / ,  No S':

RESOLUTION NO. R - 9 1 - 9 - 7

A RESOLUTION  ENDORSING THE RENAMING OF THE 
NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY TO THE BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY

C ITY  OP' NOME, ALASKA

WHEREAS, t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  r o a d  s y s t e m s  o n  t h e  S e w a r d  
P e n i n s u l a  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  e n c o u r a g i n g  e c o n o m i c  
d e v e l o p m e n t ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS, t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  H i g h w a y  i s  a  v a l u a b l e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e  f o r  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  N om e a n d  T e l l e r  w h i c h  a l l o w s  
e a s e  o f  t r a d e  a n d  b e t t e r  a c c e s s  t o  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS, R .R .  " B o b "  B l o d g e t t  w a s  e l e c t e d  a s  a  S t a t e  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
F i r s t  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 9 5 8  a n d  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e r v e  i n  t h a t  
c a p a c i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  T h i r d  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 9 6 4 ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  
h e  w a s  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  S e n a t e  a n d  s e r v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  S i x t h  
S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  e n d i n g  i n  1 9 7 0 ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS, t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  S e n a t o r  B o b  B l o d g e t t  t o  t h e  
l o c a l  a r e a  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  a s  a  w h o l e  s h o u l d  f i t t i n g l y  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  
b y  a  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  h i s  n a m e ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS, S e n a t o r  B l o d g e t t  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  
a n d  s e c u r i n g  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  
H i g h w a y ,

NOW, THEREFO RE , BE I T  RESOLVED b y  t h e  N ome Comm on C o u n c i l  
t h a t  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  N ome a n d  T e l l e r ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  N om e e n d o r s e s  e f f o r t s  t o  
r e n a m e  t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  H i g h w a v  t o  t h e  BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER 
HIGHWAY.

APPROVED a n d  S IGNED t h i s  V  d a y  o f  / O - C / d t i ' f y C . / k O r  ■ , 1 9 9 0 .

A T T E S T :

L i n d a  E .  C o n l e y ,  C i t y  C l e r k



§ 19 .10 .080 H i g h w a y s  a n d  F e r r i e s § 19 .10 .100

(4) th a t  speed  a t  w hich  sa fe  an d  p ru d e n t d r iv e rs  could  p ass  th ro u g h  
th e  speed  zone; an d

(5) th e  e ffec tiv en ess  o f local e n fo rc e m en t o f th e  speed  zone.
(b) In d e te rm in in g  safe  speed  lim its  a n d  safe  speed  zones w ith in  a 

m u n ic ip a lity , th e  d e p a r tm e n t sh a ll c o n su lt w ith  th a t  m u n ic ip a lity . In  
d e te rm in in g  safe  speed  lim its  an d  sa fe  sp eed  zones on h ig h w ay s  an d  
o th e r  ro ad w ay s  u n d e r  its  ju r isd ic tio n , th e  d e p a r tm e n t sh a ll a lso  con­
s u lt  w ith  co m m u n ity  co unc ils  o r o th e r  c o m m u n ity  o rg a n iz a tio n s  in 
th e  affected  a re a  if  th e  co m m u n ity  co u n c ils  o r o th e r  co m m u n ity  o rg a ­
n iz a tio n s  re q u e s t in  w r itin g  to  p a r tic ip a te  in  th e  d e te rm in a tio n . T h e  
d e p a r tm e n t s h a ll  p rov ide  n o tice  an d  o p p o rtu n ity  for a  h e a r in g  before 
e s ta b lish in g  a speed  l im it  o r  speed  zone o th e r  th a n  a s  recom m ended  
by a  m u n ic ip a lity , co m m u n ity  council o r o th e r  co m m u n ity  o rg a n iz a ­
tion . (§ 2 ch  23 SLA  1986)

S e c . 19.10.080. D e s ig n a t io n  o f  t h r o u g h  h ig h w a y s .  T h e  d e p a r t­
m e n t m ay  d e s ig n a te  th ro u g h  h ig h w a y s  by e re c tin g  sto p  s ig n s  a t  th e  
e n tra n c e s  to  th em . (§ 7 a r t  III t i t le  I I  ch  152 SLA  1957)

S e c . 19 .10.085. N a m in g  o f  a  h ig h w a y ,  (a) A h ig h w ay  co n stru c ted  
by th e  d e p a r tm e n t u n d e r  A S 19.05 —  A S 19.40 m ay  be g iven  a  n a m e  

.o n ly  by law .
(b) T h is  sec tio n  does n o t ap p ly  to
(1) a  ro ad  c o n s tru c te d  by  a  m u n ic ip a lity  u n d e r  a  g r a n t  a u th o riz e d  

by AS 19.05 —  A S 19.40;
(2) local se rv ice  ro ad s  a n d  t ra i ls .  (§ 1 ch  4 SLA  1981)

Revisor’s notes. — Enacted as AS
19.05.150. Renumbered in 1981.

S e c . 19.10 .090 . E r e c t io n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  g u a r d  r a i l s .  T h e  
d e p a r tm e n t m ay  e re c t a n d  m a in ta in  g u a rd  ra ils , s tre tc h  w ires  a n d  
o th e r  devices, on  h ig h w ay s . (§ 8 a r t  III  t i t le  II ch 152 SLA  1957)

S e c . 19.10.100. C lo s in g  h ig h w a y s .  W h en  i t  is  n ecessa ry  to  ex ­
clude tra ff ic  from  a n y  p o rtio n  o f a  h ig h w a y , th e  d e p a r tm e n t m ay  close 
t h a t  p o rtio n  o f  th e  h ig h w a y  by p o s tin g  in  a  consp icuous m a n n e r , a t  
e ach  en d  o f  th e  p o rtio n  closed, s u ita b le  s ig n s  w a rn in g  th e  p u b lic  th a t  
th e  ro ad  is  closed u n d e r  a u th o r i ty  o f  law , a n d  by e re c tin g  su ita b le  
o b stru c tio n s . (§ 8 a r t  IV  t i t l e  II  ch  152 SLA  1957)
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Citation for Robert "Bob” Blodgett

by Senator Al Adams and 
Representative Richard Foster

The Seventeenth Alaska Legislature honors the memory of Robert Bob" Blodgett v/ho 
died on Friday, July 6 1990 al his home in Teller. Alaska

Bob Blodgett was born August 2, 1920 in Cre.rton. Iowa, He was a businessman, pilot, 
state legislator, regional and local elected official Mr Blodgett arrived in Alaska in 
1946 to attend the University of Alaska-Fairbanks to study mine engineering In 194“ 
he went to work for Arctic Contractors building airports at the Defense Early Warning 
(Dew) line sites throughout Western Alaska. He worked as a heavy duly mechanic, 
heavy equipment operator and welder

In 1953. Bob moved to Teller and purchased Teller Commercial Co. In 195“ he started 
Teller Electric Co and in 19“0 established Mukluk Telephone Co The latter business 
grew to serve 13 villages in northwestern Alaska.

In 1959 Mr Blodgett was elected to the 1st State Legislature House of Representatives 
from Teller. In 1963 he was elected to the State Senate and served until he retired in 
I9“fi Mr Blodgett served on the Finance Committee and was responsible for bringing 
many services to rural Alaska. He was elected to the second board of the Bering Strait 
School District and the Bering Strait Coastal Resource Service Area Board Last year he 
won a seat to the Teller City Council as a write in candidate

Bob Blodgett served in the Army Air Corp as a pilot in World War II receiving all 
decorated medals except the Medal of Honor. He was the second highest decorated 
Alaskan World War II veteran Bob was the first commanding officer of guard units in 
Barrow and Fairbanks and was instrumental in their creation. He continued his 
military career in the Alaska National Guard retiring with the rank of Captain.

Mr Blodgett retired as a member of Operating Engineers Local 302. He was a lifelong 
member of the Arctic Native Brotherhood in Juneau, founder of the Rural Alaska Power 
Association and member of the Alaska Telephone Association. Bob remained manager 
of his family owned businesses until the time of his death.

Bob Blodgett is survived by his wife Helen, son Richard, daughter-in-law Karen, and 
grandchildren Robert David, Luanne and Kalena. all of Teller, Alaska. He is also 
survived by an identical twin brother Donald of Illinois.

The Seventeenth Legislature sends its condolences to the family for the loss of a man 
who served as a strong advocate for rural Alaska contributed his many talents to his 
community, region and the State of Alaska as a whole.
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F IR S T  S E S S IO N  OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL 
NORTH AND NORTHWEST ALASKA MAYORS' CONFERENCE '  ' '

NOME, ALASKA *
OCTOBER 1 1 - 1 2 ,  1 9 9 0

RESOLU T IO N  N O . 9 1 - 3 5

A RESOLUT ION  SUPPORT IN G  RENAMING THE NOM E-TELLER HIGHWAY TO THE BOB 
BLODGETT NOM E-TELLER  HIGHWAY.

WHEREAS, f o r m e r  S e n a t o r  . B o b  B l o d g e t t  c o m m i t t e d  h i s  l i f e  t o  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
a n d  i m p r o v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  N o r t h  & N o r t h w e s t  A l a s k a ;  a n d

WHEREAS, B o b  B l o d g e t t  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  o b t a i n i n g  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  R o a d ;  a n d

WHEREAS, r e n a m i n g  t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  r o a d  f o r  B o b  B l o d g e t t  w c u l d  b e  a  
f i t t i n g  v . s t a m e n t  t o  h i s  e f f o r t s ;  a n d

WHEREAS, S e n a t o r  A l  A d a m s  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  S e v e n t e e n t h  
L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  r e n a m e  t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  h i g h w a y .

NCW THEREFORE BE I T  RESOLVED BY THE F I R S T  S E S S IO N  OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL 
NORTH AND NORTHWEST ALASKA MAYORS' CONFERENCE THAT : e f f o r t s  b y  S e n a t o r
A d a m s  t o  r e n a m e  t h e  N o m e - T e l l e r  R o a d  a f t e r  B o b  B l o d g e t t  a r e  f u l l y  
e n d o r s e d  a n d  s u p p o r t e d .

PASSED  AND APPROVED BY THE F I R S T  S E S S IO N  OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL NORTH AND 
NORTHWEST ALASKA MAYORS' CONFERENCE T H IS  1 2 t h  DAY OF OCTOBER , 1 9 9 0 .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F o s t e r  

S e n a t o r  A d am s

D O T /P F
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T H E  A L A S K A  L E G I S L A T U R E

jemortant
» ROBERT "BOB" BLODGETT *

The Seventeenth Alaska Legislature honors the memory of  Robert 
Friday, Jul.. 5, 1990 at  his home 1n T e l le r ,  Alaska.

"Bob" Blodgett who died on

k

k

Bob Blctgett  was born August 2. 1920 In Creston, Iowa. He was a businessman, p i l o t ,  s ta te  
l e g i s l a to r ,  regional and local e lected  o f f i c i a l . Mr. Blodgett a r r ived  1n Alaska In 194G to 
attend tne ' . . iv e r s i ty  of  Alaska-Falrbanks to study mine engineering. In 19A7 he went to work for 
Arctic Contractors building a i rp o r ts  a t  the Defense Early Warning (Dew) l ine  s i t e s  throughout 
Western A la s o .  He worked as a heavy duty mechanic, heavy equipment operator  and welder.

in 1953, Bob moved to Telle r  and purchased T e l le r  Commercial Company. In 1957 he sta r ted  
T elle r  E lectric  Company and in 1970 es tablished Mukluk Telephone Company. The l a t t e r  business 
grew to se r .a  th i r tee n  v il lages in northwestern Alaska. In 1959, Mr. Blodgett was e lected  to  the 
F i rs t  S ta te  . e g is la tu re .  House of Representatives,  from T e l le r .  In 1963, he was e lec ted  to  the
State Senate and served unti l  he r e t i re d  in 1970. Mr. Blodgett served on the Finance Committee
arc was resccnsible for bringing many se rvices to rural Alaska. He was e lec ted  to  the second
bbard c f  tne Bering S t r a i t  School D is t r i c t  and the Bering S t r a i t  Coastal Resource Service Area
Board. Last year he won a seat to  the Te l le r  City Council as a w r i te - in  candidate.

Boo Blcccett  served in the Army Air Corp as a p i lo t  in World War I I ,  receiving a l l  decorated
reca ls  excect the Medal of Honor. He was the second highest  decorated Alaskan World War II
veteran. Stb was the f i r s t  commanding o f f i c e r  of guard u n i t s  in Barrow and Fairbanks and was
in s t r i re r . ta :  in th e i r  creation .  He continued his m i l i ta ry  career  in the Alaska National Guard, 
r e t i r in g  wit- the rank of Captain. Mr. Blodgett r e t i r e d  as a member of  Operating Engineers Local 
332. He was a l i fe long  nember of the Arctic Native 8rotherhood in Juneau, founder of  the Rural 
Alaska Power Association and member of  the Alaska Telephone Association. Bob remained manager of 
his family Cwied businesses un t i l  the time of his death.

3db S'. tsgett  i s  survived by his wife Helen, son Richard, daughter-in-law Karen, and 
g randc 'i ldre-  Rooert David, Luanne and Kalena, a l l  of Te l le r ,  Alaska. He i s  a lso  survived by an 
icen t ica l  twin brother  Donald of I l l i n o i s .

T-e Seventeenth Legislature sends i t s  condolences to the family for  the lo ss  of a man who 
servec as a strong advocate for  rural Alaska and contributed his many ta len ts  to  h is  community, 
region ans tr.e S tate  of Alaska as a whole.

K, . .1 Senators Adams,Zharoff .Sturgulewski .Rocey,
,Menard,Fahrenkamp,Pearce.Halford,Cotten,Kerttula,Jones,Eliason,Uehling ana 
Representatives Foster,RacLean.Brown.C.Davis.Gruenberg,Leman,Navarre.G.Phillips, 
r,Ulmer and Zawacki

m a m m s m



STATE OF ALASKA
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NUMBER: SB 9

F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Dale: 
Title:

Sponsor:
Requestor:

An act naming the Bob Blodgett 
Nome-Teller Highway.
Adams, Rodey, Sturgulcwski 
Senator Adams

Department Affected: 
BRU:

Component' 
Component Serial Number:

DOT&PF
Western District M&O

Highways & Aviation 
0587

OPERAT ING FY91 FY92 FY93 FY94 FY95 FY96
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 oi
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS. CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING : 0 0 0 0 0 0

I CAPITAL l O l O l O l O l O l O l

I REVENUE'-  | 0 | 0 | 0 T 0 | 0 | 0 |

FUND ING : (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL FUNDING: 0 0 0 0 0 0

PO S IT IO N S
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

The only direct costs incurred by this bill would be approximately $400 to purchase two signs; one for each end of 
the highway. That cost would be absorbed by the Western District M&O budget. Sign installation would be done 
incidental to normal sign maintenance.

Prepared by: Norm Piispanen  Phone: 474-2423

Division: Northern Region Planning  Date: January 29,1991

Approved by Commissioner Phone: 465-3900
Frank-6. Turpin

Agency: Department of Transportation and Public Facilities Date:/-J?1991

Distribution Bv Prenarer: Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, Impacted Agency(ies).
REV 12/14/90 Page I of 1
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01/24/91

A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED IN THE SENATE BY SENATOR MENARD

TO: SB 9

Page 1, line 1, after "Highway":

Insert ", the Ina Johnston Bridge, and Mount McGhan"

Page 1, line 3:

Delete "a new section"

Insert "new sections"

Page 1, following line 5, insert:

"Sec. 35.40.075. INA JOHNSTON BRIDGE. Bridge number 1192 on Edgenon Park 

Road over the Little Susitna River is named Ina Johnston Bridge.

* Sec. 2. (a) Notwithstanding AS 44.19.054 - 44.19.062, the unnamed mountain located on the north 

shore of Kenai Lake and south shore of Crescent Lake, at Section 13, Township 4 North, Range 2 West, 

Seward Meridian, 60 degrees 26'00"N, 149 degrees 33’30"W is named "Mount McGhan."

(b) "Mount McGhan" is the official name of the geographic feature identified in (a) of this 

section and shall be useu on all maps, records, documents, and other publications issued by the state or 

its departments and political subdivisions."



S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A
1991 L E G IS L A T IV E  SE SSIO N BILL NO. CSSB9

Revision Dale: 
Title:

12-Fcb-91 Natural Resources
An Act naming the Bob Blodgett

Nome-Teller Highway etc.
Sponsor:
Requestor:

Senator Adams
Senate Transportation Committee

Department Affected:
BRU: Management & Administration
Components: Commissioner's Office

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 423

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (.Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL | j

REVENUE |

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITION i:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of Current year impact:
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

See Attached

Prepared by: Carol Wilson 
, Division: Commissioner's Office

Approved by Commissioner: /$>_________Harold Hcinze
Agency: Department of Natural Resources__________

Phone: 
Date:

Date:

465-2400
Feb. 12,1991

Feb. 12,1991

Distribution (by preparer) : Legislative Finance, legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB,
& Impacted Agcncy(ies).

REV 10/90 page 1 of 1


