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SENATEBILLNO. 9

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY SENATORS ADAMS, Rodey, Sturgulewski

Introduced: 1/21/91
Referred:  Transportation and Finance

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1"An Act naming the Boo Blookett Nome-Teller Hghay."
2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALAKKA

% .
3 %mm 1 AS 35.40 is amended Wadding a new section to read:

vV, \f

7-LS0163\A

4 Sec. 35.40.070. BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY. The road connecting

5 Nome and Teller is named the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway.
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES P.O. BOX 1048

75A-T22LH

NOME. ALASKA 99762-1048
PHONE: (907) 443-3444
NORTHERN REGION. WESTERN DISTRICT

September 11, 1990

Senator Al Adams
P.O. Box 333
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752

Dear Al:

We here at the Department of Transportation wholeheartedly support naming the Nome-
Teller highway for Bob Blodget. Were it not for his efforts it would not have been
constructed. Additionally, having Bob as a friend and discussing the areas needs with

him on numerous occasions Iam well aware of his love for and dedication to the people
of the Seward Peninsula. Bob is most deserving of this recognition.

To answer your questions: The Nome-Teller highway is a Federal Aid Secondary route.
As to jurisdiction, itis under the State’s but to receive Federal money it must meet Federal
Standards.

I have attached copies of a 1976 Department of Highways map showing the Seward
Peninsula and the various road systems. | haven’t been able to find anything more
detailed.

Looking through our archives here in Nome I only find a couple of old newspaper
clippings which may be of some use so have included them. Iwill research this further.

I will send along anything else Ifind which will assist you in this endeavor.

Sincerely,

C. M. Coyle, Manager
Western District

CClsg
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mB asic System O f Throughwaysf
In Alaska Illustrated 'Before .
And A fter' By Sen. Gruening

structio

Proposals of Senator Ernest Gruening (D-Alaska) for cop-
' rﬁ)ofaa basic system of throughwa)gs (in AIaska)is seen In

ok

road system in Alaska. In the
second, the senator points out how t%e sthem would %e expanded

unggr bis program cosed
nator Gruening has_pr
that the Public Wgrks Cgmﬂlttee
of the Senate visit Alaska after
adjournment this year to study
Alaska's highway needs. He has
received encouraging support from
Majority Leader Lyndon Johnson
D.-Tex), Senator ‘Dennis Chavez
D-N.M.), chairman of the Public
orks Committee, and Senator Pat
McNamara (D-Mich,), chairman of
the Public Roads Subcommittee.
_ The main dements of the Gruen-
ing highway plan are as follows;
(1) Completion of the Copper
River Highway from Cordova via
Chitina to McCarthy and its exten-
sion to a junction with the Alaska
Highway: |, .
(ZR Construction of a road par-
alleling the Alaska Railroad from
Nenana via McKinley Park to Tal-
keetna and Willow, so as to provide

"a second through route from Fair-
banks to Anchorage:

'(3) Completion of. Highway 97
}‘rorln Ealrbanks to Nome and-Te-
er;

(4) Provision of a rond from Tal-
keetna via McGrath to a junction
with Highway 97 at Ruby, 0 &s to
give Anchorage aoccess to north-
Wwestern Alaska; (

(5) Provision of a southeastem
Alaska ferry system on afast and
frequent schedule linking, Prince
Rupert with Haines and with
at Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg,
Juneau and Skagway;,

(6) Construction of a.road from
McGrath to Dillingham to tie Bris-
tol Bay into the rest of the state
overland;

Construction of a road from
Unalakleet to the Yukon River and

,ajunction with Highway

SECTION THREt:

Thursday, April 30, 1089 JESSKN'S WEEKLY Sect 3, Page 1
ukulc..

. ss(a) Closing of the.Bag
link;

0) Extension of tho roe>
NnbCsnn to a junction with1l
aska Highway; *+ -

(1% ComEIIetion of a cutoff t
the Glenn Highway to the De.
Highway via Lake Louise;

<11) Building of.a highway aerc®
Bnrnnof Island from Sitka to WarrrJ
Springs Bay so that Sltku may be
tied into the ferry system; ol d3s. .

(12) Completion of the Hydaburg- 4P PdS m"’a‘rl%q,) auiprip ML t
Craig-lollis road 0 that the west & Mbieat SSCCII car 1) 8l
ccest of Prince of Wales Island may O 302 f&é i g (ﬁ:lq?qmipl
be |Inked-W.Ith the ferry;, CRiiV 200 mij)U"aa_iuQ

(13) Building of roads from south- (Ul uepisXod iCoIte) )&p\ uiojj
eastemCaAﬁIaSka cities (altlj depending >cp aupoBAa0) ujefo non,
upon Canadian cooperation in con- jmi i aUpaaA i

ruction on their side of the bor- Imﬁ? 5.,9 \%‘qp\ U 9{%%
der), S0 as to connect Skagway With | ‘ore araqx -aaLEiLOAA a[ois

Sjogs al%eeA
uosjad Xjoeo

Carcross. Juneau with Atlin. Peters- d isagica
huy uoi)cpossv_lmﬁMmq

d3jus N-N<ep|Jj

burg and Wrangcl* with Telegraph |i§l W uiutoo 0
queopts_aMm-"

Creek and Ketchikan with an ex-

%ensiorp_' of 1|1t1e Aé '(I:?oute northward

rom Hazelton, BC. oV ul fi
Senator Gruening advocates mi£\]qdac?-?qs o Jagfr?oi a%lxla j

construction over the next 10 years a qtcg jo %|LntuII ul weford aq; |

to correct a situation which leaves

Alaska uniqgue among the states in

that few of its cities are connected

wih others by road.
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RE. CHANGE IN PRESENT METHOD OF ALLOCATING OASFILIMig TAJC.Fffl82S

Fairbanks Daily News-Kiner - March 21, 1959
March 21, 1959

March, 23, 1959

Anchorage Times

Nome Nugget
tu-nf,

fUa M r Z3 =
Name

Feirbanlm Daffy netn-mintr, Saturday, March Opposition To Gas
Tax Measure From

Fed. Roads Bureau

O r - JUNEAU, I§ — A Federal Bur-
eau of (F’Ub|IC oads official Frida
voiced stron? opposition to a bill
od of allocating gasoline tax funds

Heme 1 ] mm' and require equal distribution
mq[ng the state3 four major dis-
I_df icts

If SeAfter the hearing before the
AL & g st o the uhole, e bil e retaied
%ra f Ueau of Public State on the calendar but appeared in
?gnso |C|a eSter ay VOI%& @%e y(ﬂj] caq Ime for amendment before final

skas res- action. e

nt meﬂr of a oca ing aso ﬁ St{]onge“ SUQPOW ﬁfnﬁe meas-

ne ta nds  an e U|re crde t %t any S O O N vestert

strioution amon% he |n% ave as atsen?\lors w E[)hseih a ml?ts
st tes our major districts. ﬂ1 st|II cor ngggcgagte OTnp]% Vr\{qleasareerwpﬁch
After the hea“ng bemre the AH% L had been saved from defeat sev-
?nelnagg 0' ?a%ss\'ﬁn |aS ‘?] nh I |0nr?v eral times, appeared headed for
as re ame ?]e aen ar era lgﬁ’ passage before Fl’lday’S heanng
Ionsg Wi E. H. Swick of Juneau, regional

ore Tinal & actlon %WQ tothﬁrléo

engineer for the BPR, toI sen-
amendn%)mabe atogrs he felt It would ‘be imprac-

action. V
tical to split off available highwa
Stronge assuppcort forf om gnﬂnon 3o|f§u funds in |%he method proposgd uny—
et e AR o arom der the bill. And he added the
0 seg 3 nne federal' agency would .not be
ome with ot Ber ar? ﬂ agreeable fo administering federal
tate. The me surLP IC% matching funds on such a basis.
B “Its my personal opinion that

ee{] ﬁ?r\]/& aeéjgngaree % d»ﬂfe %he Legrslaturehw%uld n(%t bg wrFse
0 program a highway fund. For

ﬁ Passage before yesteraay's ﬂﬁepng(t feWt yﬂe%lrsstﬁeleﬁsth you
should permit ‘the ighwa

"? SW|Ck 0 JurheauBPng Departrr?ent to come up V%Ith %

ﬁrogram and then you can see
ow.it -s doing,” he Said. ”

engine F
EOP sensrCI ‘?] ?elt SI IWoul
hggi) t% ?un(]plt E% "l can't see how you can de-

aV% 'g a cide that any one area is going to
81 feed r have so much money and still
a enc WOU %e eea come Up with anything that makes
at c?r|nm|m?ber1r(!s Onf% sug a 1 SeAlaska now receives about 135
[)n g, million dollars a year in federal
Inghway aid, tje-yaid“Along-with

ersonal o nlon x
stataviOMcbln*:AmdaM tbe: total
ha;[Nﬁ]e Tz rl?la Ur%e Wﬁ Pﬁwa amount available  to Alaska_for
[Snd SE Og{ﬁst ?ew i road programs-amounts .to about

Proposal
Impractical,

Swick States

JUNEAU IS — A Federal
BurearLCJia of Ptéelcrjc Roads official
e ong 0pposi
jon to aybrll to d1ang2gAlaska1
present method of ~ allocating
gasoline tax funds and require
equal distribution among the
state’'s four major districts.
After the hearing before the
Senate, in session as a_com-
mittee of the whole, the bill wes
retained on the calendar but g
ared ,In line for amendment
ore final action.
support for the
measure has come from
northwestem Alaska senators
who seek a road connecting
Nome with other parts of the
state. The measure, which
had been saved from defeat
several times, appeared head-
ed for passage before yester—
dﬁys hearing.

H. Swick of Juneau, reglon—
al engineer for the BPR, told
senators he felt it would he Im-

ractical to split off avallahle
ighway fundi in the method
pr%)osed under the bill. And he
added the federal agency would
not be agreeable to administer-
ing federal matching funds on
axha basis,

"It's my personal opinion that
me Leglslature would not be
wise to progrsm a highway
fund. For the first few years
at least, )éou should permit the

way

State H|g Department LL6)
come up Wlth a ﬁrogram

it is do-
mg,

'l can’t see how you can
decide that any out “area la
going to hare so much moaey
and ‘atm come np with any-
thlng that makes tense.”

Alaska now  receives

about
ﬁl:?jﬂ T'”Lnt doIIars a year in



P.O. BOX 281- NOME, ALASKA 99762
TELEPHONE (907) 443-5242

October 5, 1990

Senator Al Adams
Box 333
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752

Dear Al,

Enclosed please find City of Nome Resolution No. R-91-9-7 "
Resolution Endorsing the Renaming of the Nome-Teller Highway
the BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY". This resolution was adopt
unanimously by the Nome Common Council at their September 24, 19

regular meeting.

Thank you for your Plan to introduce legislation naming the road
in memory of Bob. It is a fitting memorial to a man who served the

Seward Peninsula for many years.

Sincerely yours,

Cyj,yCnd}
Linda E. Conley
City Clerk

cc: Representative Richard Foster
Mrs. Robert Blodgett



Presented Bv:
Councilman Adams
Action Taken:
Yes [/, No /i

CITY OF NOME, ALASKA
RESOLUTION NO. R-91-9-7

LUTION ENDORSING THE RENAMING OF THE

A RES 0 G
HWAY TO THE BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY

NOME-TELLER HI

O

. WHEREAS, the expansion of road systems on the Seward
Peninsula has always been instrumental in encouraging economic
development; and,

WHEREAS,  the Nome-Teller Highway is a valuable
transportation route for the ci* -as of Nome and Teller which allows
ease of trade and better access to medical facilities; and,

WHEREAS, R.R. "Bob" Blodgett was elected as a State
Representative from the local area during the First Session of the
First State Leﬁwlature_ in 1958 and he continued to serve in that
capacity through the Third State Legislature in 1964, at which time
he was elected to the State Senate and served through the Sixth
State Legislature ending in 1970: and.

WHEREAS, the contributions of Senator Bob Blodgett to the
local area and the state as a whole should fittingly be remembered
by a dedication to his name; and,

'WHEREAS, Senator Blodgett was instrumental in developing
aHn_dhsecunng funding for the construction of the Nome-Teller
ighway,

_ NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Nome Common Council
that in recognition of his commitment and dedication to the
residents of Nome and Teller, the City of Nome endorses efforts to
rename the Nome-Teller Highway to the BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER

HIGHWAY.
APPROVED and SIGNED this day of e or.. 1990.

ATTEST:

«3jr/ ilvc 0.
Linda E. Conley, City Clerk a/



§1910080 Highways and Ferries § 1910100

(4) that speed at which safe and prudent drivers could pass through
the speed zone; and

(5) the effectiveness of local enforcement of the speed zone.

(b) In determining safe speed limits and safe speed zones within a
municipality, the department shall consult with that municipality. In
determining safe speed limits und safe speed zones on highways and
other roadways under its jurisdiction, the department shall also con-
sult with community councils or other community organizations in
the affected area ifthe community councils or other community orga-
nizations request in writing to participate in the determination. The
department shall provide notice and opportunity for a hearing before
establishing a speed limit or speed zone other than as recommended
by a municipality, community council or other community organiza-
tion. 1§ 2 ch 23 SLA 1986)

Sec. 19.10.080. Designation of through highways. The depart-
ment may designate through highways by erecting stop signs at the
entrances to them. (§8 7 art Il title 1l ch 152 SLA 1957)

Sec. 19.10.085. Naming of a highway, (a) A highv iy constructed
by the department under AS 19.05 — AS 19.40 may 1j given a name
only by law.

(b) This section does not apply to

(1) a road constructed by a municipality under a grant authorized
by AS 19.05 — AS 19.40;

(2) local service roads and trails. (8 1 ch 4 SLA 1981)

Revisors notes. — Enacted as AS
19.05150. Renumbered in 1981

Sec. 19.10.090. Erection and maintenance of guard rails. The
department may erect and maintain guard rails, stretch wires and
other devices, on highways. (§ 8 art HI title Il ch 152 SLA 1957)

Sec. 19.10.100. Closing highways. When it is necessary to ex-
clude traffic from any portion ofa highway, the department may close
that portion of the highway by posting in a conspicuous manner, at
each end of the portion closed, suitable signs warning the public that
the road is closed under authority of law, and by erecting suitable
obstructions. (§ 8 art IV title n ch 152 SLA 1957)

15



Citation for Robert Bob'Blodgett

by Senator Al Adams and
Representative Richard Foster

The Seventeenth Alaska Legislature honors the memory of Robert Bob® Blodgett who
died on Friday, July 6 1990 at his home in Teller. Alaska

Bob Blodgett was born August 2, 1920 in Creston. lowa. He was a businessman, pilot,
state legislator, regional and local elected official Mr Blodgett arrived in Alaska in
1946 to attend the University of Alaska-Fairbanks to study mine engineering In 194"
he went to work for Arctic Contractors building airports at the Defense Early Warning
(Dew) line sites throughout Western Alaska. He worked as a heavy duty mechanic,
heavy equipment operator and welder.

in 1955 Bob moved to Teller and purchased Teller Commercial Co. In 195" he started
Teller Electric @ and in 190 established Mukluk Telephone G The latter business
grew to serve 15villages in northwestern Alaska.

In 1959 Mr Blodgett was elected to the 1st State Legislature House of Representatives
from Teller In 1963 he was elected to the State Senate and served until he retired in

“ii Mr Blodgett served on the Finance Committee and was responsible for bringing
many services to rural Alaska He was elected to the second board of the Bering Strait
School District and the Bering Strait Coastal Resource Service Area Board Last year he
won a seat to the Teller City Council as a write in candidate.

Bob Blodgett served in the Army Air Corp as a pilot in World War Il receiving all
decorated medals except the Medal of Honor. He was the second highest decorated
Alaskan World War Il veteran. Bob was the first commanding officer of guard units in
Barrow and Fairbanks and was instrumental in their creation. He continued his
military career in the Alaska National Guard retiring with the rank of Captain.

Mr Blodgett retired as a member of Operating Engineers Local 302. He was a lifelong
member of the Arctic Native Brotherhood in Juneau, founder of the Rural Alaska Power
Association and member of the Alaska Telephone Association. Bob remained manager
of his family owned businesses until the time of his death.

Bob Blodgett is survived by his wife Helen, son Richard, daughter-in-law Karen, and
grandchildren Robert David. Luanne and Kalena. all of Teller. Alaska. He is also
survived by an identical twin brother Donald of Illinois.

The Seventeenth Legislature sends its condolences to the family for the loss of a man
who served as a strong advocate for rural Alaska contributed his many talents to his
community, region and the State of Alaska as a whole.
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FIRST SESSION OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL
NORTH AND NORTHWEST ALASKA MAYORS' CONFERENCE *
NOME, ALASKA *
OCTOBER 11-12, 1990

RESOLUTION NO. 91-35

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING RENAMING THE NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY TO THE BOB
BLODGETT NCME-TELLER HIGHWAY.

WHEREAS, former Senator Bob Blodgett committed his life to representing
and improving conditions in North & Northwest Alaska; and

WHEREAS,  Pob Blodgett was instrumental inobtaining funds for the
creation and maintenance of the Nome-Teller Road: and

WHEREAS, renaming the Nome-Teller road for Bob Blodgett would be a
fitting * :stament to his efforts; and

WHEREAS, Senator Al Adams will _introduce legislation in the Seventeenth
Legislature to rename the Nome-Teller highv/ay.

NCW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE FIRST SESSION OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL
NORTH AND NORTHWEST ALASKA MAYORS' CONFERENCE THAT; efforts by Senator
Adams to rename the Nome-Teller Road after Bob Blodgett are fully
endorsed and supported.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE FIRST SESSION OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL NORTH AMD
NORTHWEST ALASKA MAYORS' CONFERENCE THIS 12th DAY OF OCTOBER, 1990.

Representative Foster
Senator Adams
DOT/PF
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THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE

emartmtt
ROBtRT “BOB" BLODGETT

Tre Seventeenth Alaska Legislature honors the memory of Robert “Bob" Blodgett who died on
Friday, Jul.- i, 1990 at his home in Teller, Alaska.

8ob Blctgett was born August 2, 1920 in Creston, lowa. He was a businessman, pilot, state
legislator, 'egional and local elected official Mr.  Blodgct* arrived in Alaska in 1946 to
attend the Jniverstty of Alaska-Fatrbanks to stuov mine engineering. In 1947he went to work for
ArcticCont'sttors building airports at the Defense Early Warning (Dew)line sites throughout
Western Alasvi. He worked as a heavy duty mechaniL, heavy equipment operator and welder.

In 19;;, Bob moved to Teller and purchased Teller Cotnrercial Company. In 1957 he started
Teller Eletfic Companyand in 1970 established Mn.duk Telephone Company. The latter business
grew to ser.e thirteen villages in nortnwestern Alaska. In 1959, Mr. Blodgett was elected to the
First State .egislature, House of Representatives, from Teller. In 1963, he was elected to the
State Senate and served until he retired in 1970. Mr. Blodgettserved on the Finance Committee
ar; was resttnsible forb-inging many services to rurel Alaska. He was elected to the second
Ptaro c-’ t-e Bering Strait School District and the Bering Strait Coastal Resource Service Area
Board. Last /ear ne wona seat to the Teller City Council as a write-in candidate.

Be: Bltttett served in tne Army Air Coro as a pilot 1r World War 11. receiving all decorated
recals excett the Medal of Honor. He was the second hignest decorated Alaskan World War 11
veteran. stp was the first commanding officer of guard unitsin Barrow and Fairbanks and was
irstnrer.tal in their creation. He continued his military career in the Alaska National Guard,
retiring w't- the rank of Captain, Mr. Blodgett retired as a member of Operating Engineers Local
3C2. re »is a lifelong memner of the Arctic Native Brotherhood in Juneau, founder of the Rural
Alaska Powe- Association and member of the Alaska Telephone Association. Boh remained manager of
his family t.med businesses until the time of his death.

Be: Slsdgett is survived by his wife Helen, son Richard, daughter-in-law Karen, and
grandc-ilcrs- Robert David, Luanne and Kalena, all of Teller, Alaska. He is also survived by an
icentical t.-n brother Donald of Illinois.

T-e Seventeenth Legislature sends its condolences to the family for the lost of a man who
servec as a strong advocate for rural Alaska and contributed his many talents to his community,
region and one State of Alaska as a whole.

f. nators Adams,Zharoff.Slurqulewski.Rcdev.
,Menard,Fahrenkamp,Pearce, Halford Cotten kerttula Jones,Ellason. Uehling ana
Representatlves Foster, HacLean Brown,C. Davis. Gruenberg, Leman Navarre,G.Phil lips,
Ulmer and Zawacki



STATE OF ALASKA BILLNUVBER: SB9
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: , Department Affected:  DOT&PF
Title: An act namlngl,the Bob Blodgett BRU:  Western District M&O
Nome-Teller |%Way. _ . o
Sponsor: Adams, Rodey, Sturgulcwski Component: nghways&Awatlon
Requestor Senator Adams Component Serial Number: 0587
OPERATING FY91 FY92 FY93 FY94 FY95 FY96
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEQUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING: 0 0 0 0 0 0
| CAPITAL
| REVENUE
GENERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL FUNDING: 0 0 0 0 0 0
POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

The only direct costs incurred by this bill would be approximately $400 to purchase two signs: one for each end of
the highiway. That cost would be absorbed by the Western District M&O budget Sign installation would be done
incidental to normal sign maintenance.

Prepared by:  Norm Piispanen Phone:  474-2423
Division:  Northern Region Planning Date:  January 29.1991
Approved by Commissioner? Phone:  465-3900

4 J Frank-6. Turpin

Agency:  Department of Transportation and Public Facilities Datc:/-J<>1991

Distribution Bv Preparer:  Legislative Finance. Legislative Sponsor. Requestor, OMB, Impacted Agency(ies).
REV 12/14/90 Page 1of 1



Alaska State Legislature

Sen. Curt Menard, Chair

Sen. Lloyd Jones, Vice-Cluilr P.O. llox V
Sen. licltyc Fahrenkamp, Member Juneau, AK 90811
Sen. Drue Pearce, Member

Sen. Dick Shult2, Member

Senate Transportation Committee

TO: Senate Transportation Committee

FROM: Senator Curt Menard, Chairman

DATE: 6 February 1991

RE: Ina Johnston and Bruce McGahan Amendments to SB 9

Ina Johnston came to the Matanuska-Susitna valley in 1957, where she
worked for many years as a nurse's aid at the hospital. In 1963, the state
provided the materials for the building of bridge #1192, with local
volunteers doing the construction. Mr. Johnston worked as a welder on the
bridge, and his wife Ina provided the meals for the workers.

Ina died in March of 1989, and her friends and neighbors have requested
that this bridge be named to honor the work that Ina has done for her
community and neighbors. As per the letters attached, Ina was always
willing to lend a helping hand to those who needed it. As one of the local
people who helped with the construction of the bridge, it seems only
fitting that this bridge become a memorial to her.

Bruce McGhan was killed in an industrial accident on November 26, 1986
while upgrading a septic system in the Wasilla area. The family and

friends of Bruce would like the State of Alaska to leave a landmark and
memorial for him. Born and raised in Alaska, Bruce explored much of the
state. In his travels he discovered Crescent Lake on the Kenai Peninsula.

Bruce worked throughout Alaska on many construction projects. He built
village schools, houses, and state campground facilities. The work Bruce
did around the state over the years stretches from Fairbanks to Valdez,

Kenai to Palmer, llliamna to Girdwood and all around southcentral Alaska.



Page 2
Ina Johnston & Bruce McGhan amendments

Bruce took great pride in his home state and in every job and landmark he
left behind.

His family and friends have joined together in their request that the
unnamed mountain near Crescent Lake be officially named Mt. McGhan as a
memorial for this most deserving man. Bruce's remains have been spread
on the slopes of this mountain in the place he loved and visited so much.

I am requesting that the committee members consider these amendments
to SB 9.
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ALVIN JOHNSTON
P.O. BOX 6
PALMER, AK. 99645
(907) 745-3531

September 29, 1989

Rep. Curt Menard
251 W. Swanson Ave., Ste. 1
Wasilla, Ak. 99687

RE: The Naming of a Bridge; i.e., Johnston Bridge

Greetings:

The family and friends of Ina Johnston request a memorial for Ina,
who died in March 1989.

We have talked this over and there is a bridge near the Johnston home
which has been a very definate part of our lives. The bridge does not
as yet have a name, [t was started in March 1963 and completed in
November 1963. The materials were funded by the state, however the
construction was completed by volunteer work from neighbors, The meals
during this construction were served by Ina.

we have researched the project and the following s the information
we have found:

Edgerton - Parks Road

State #57062

Federal #BR-0S~1(44)

Susitna River - Hatcher Pass Road

State #57340
Federal #BR-5S50(18)

Ina loved this valley and she gave generously of her time with much
love as she worked at the Valley Hospital and was alsways ready to be a
friend to her neighbors.

Your considerations and assistance will be greatly appreciated.

Alvin Johnston
family and friends

P.S. [f we do not hear from you we will write again during the
session in Juneau.



ALVIN JOHNSTON

P.O. BOX 6
PALMER, AK. 99645
(907) 7453531

February 3, 1990

Sen. Jay Kerttula
Sen. Mike Szymansk
ReD. Ronald Larson
ReD. Curt Menard

RE: The Naming c¢f a Bridge i.e.. Johnston Bridge

Greetings:

| aporeciated your reDly in reference to the Dbridge

in our area. For your convenience |1l again give the
information previously submittec, This bridge dees not
have a name. [t was started in March 1963 and cornsleted

in November 1963.

Edgerten - Parks Rcac
State #57052
Federal JfBR-0S-1i44"

Susitr.a River - Hatcher Pass Read
State #57270
Federal #BR-590(18)

Again, my thanks for the heeoes of nmaming this

bridge as a memorial to Ina Jonr.sten who died Marcn 1939,
She devoted much time and love to the bridge project.

/

Alvin Johnston
Family & Friends
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A laska State Legislature

Senator Curt Menard

While In DATE: February 23, 1991
Session:

P.0. Box V ,
Juneau, Alaska FROM: Senator Curt Menard

99811

i RE: CS for SB9 — "An Act naming the Bob Blodgett
(907)465-2678 Nome-Teller Highway, the Ina Johnston Bridge, and
Interim: Mt. McGhan"
165 E. Parks
Highway
Wasilla, Alaska | ask for your support for the naming the .
99687 hyghway, bridge, and mountain referenced in this
(907)373-2878 bill. Tt is an appropriate way to honor the
contributions these Alaskans made to the state
Senate they loved.
District i
E In 1963 the state purchased the materials to

build bridge #1192 and Ina Johnson, her hushand
and nel?hbors provided the labor. That bridge
is still standing and is still without a name.

i
Ina died in 1989 and it seems only fitting that
this bridge be named for her

Bruce McGhan, a third generation Alaskan, was
killed in a construction accident in 1986. Since
that time his wife, family and friends have
worked to have one of the nine unnamed mountains
near Crescent Lake named in his memory.

Bruce worked thioughout Alaska on many
construction projects. He built village schools,
houses, and state campground facilities. The work
Bruce did over the years stretches from Fairbanks
to Valdez, Kenai to Palmer, Illiamna to Girdwood
and all around southcentral Alaska. Bruce took
?rlde in his home state and in every job and
andmark he left behind.

Strong ﬁublic support for the naming of Mt.
McGhan nas heen demonstrated in the form of
resolutions from local government bodies,
individual letters of support, and a petition
bearing more than 1,200 Signatures.

| ask you to join me in supporting CS-SB 9. It
does much more than honor the contribution of
three individuals, it also honors the spirit that
built Alaska.

WE SUPPORT

alas;-a
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BRUCE ALLEN MCGHAN
By: Debra McGhan

_ On November 26, 1986 Bruce McGhan was killed in an
industrial accident while upgradm%_a septic system in the

W asilla area. Bruce is gone, but his memory will live on in the
hearts of those who knew and loved him; and in the many
landmarks of work he left behind to the state of Alaska, his
home. i ;

The family and friends of Bruce now call on Alaska to help
leave a landmark for him: a memaorial for Bruce. Bom and raised
in Alaska, Bruce explored much of the state.In his travels he
discovered Crescent Lake on the Kenai Peninsula. When Bruce and
his wife Debra needed a change from the fast pace of city life,
they hiked to Crescent Lake. Here, in this special place, they
spent mang hours sharing their love and enjoying the beauty of
Alaska's backcountry. . . _

Located approximately three miles north of Kenai Lake in the
Kenai Peninsula Borough, Crescent Lake is bordered by Several
mountains. One mountain, which lies on the north shore of Kenai
Lake and the south shore of Crescent Lake, is currently unnamed.
We would like to have this mountain named Mt. McGhan in memory of
Bruce Allen McGhan and his love for the state of Alaska.

Bruce was born on August 14, 1953 in Anchorage Alaska.  He
was the oldest of four children born to Terry Smith and Marilyn
Cox McGhan.

His father, Terry McGhan, owned an Anchorage based
construction company which specialized in water and sewer
excavation, His company installed the first blic water and
sewer systems used in Spenard. He was a bu%1 ot and son of
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emerged as they grew. .
At eight years old Bruce hecame the youngest paper boy hired
by the Anchorage Daily News. Conscientious and hard working, he
succeeded in establishing one of the largest paper routes in the
Spenard area, Wlnnln% dozens of awards for his efforts. He kept up
with the deliveries tor many years, getting up at 4:00 a.m. seven
days a week.
When Bruce was 12 his father bought Mentasta Lodge on the
Tok Cutoff. For three summers the kids worked.in the Iod?e

making beds, cutting'wood, stocking shelves, and even building an .
aircraft runway. Bruce learned to run his first piece of heavy
equipment on that runway. It took all summer because when the
dozer broke down he had to repair it; this was SUITE a task for
a 13 year old who didn't know much about fixing dozer's.  But
with a book, some tools, and a sense of challenge, Bruce fixed
the dozer and finished the runway a week before summer ended.

The McGhan family faced many hard years as Marilyn
stru$gled to raise four children alone in Anchorage. It was a
challenge keeping food on the table, and extra money was unheard
of. In spite of the odds Bruce saved enough money to buy a brand
new Datsun plcku% by his seventeenth birthday

a .
Once Bruce had wheels and could drive he began to thrist for
more; he wanted to fly. _AIong with his school work he took on
two jobs (a£pllance repair and gas station attendant) to earn the
money needed for flying lessons. He soloed after just eight
hours of formal instruction. At 18 he earned his private pilot
license and began saving for an airplane.

~In 1971, during his senior year of high school, Bruce landed
a tOb with A.ALA. Rental compan% as a yard hand. Within a week
Bob Holt the owner, discovered Bruce had a knack for mechanic
work and running equipment. He was promoted, given a raise, and
put to delivering loaders, backhoes, and dozers around Anchorage,
Girdwood, and the Mat-
could get anything uns
piece of equipment bur
truck, a huge grin lig

d
|
a .
at-Su Valley. He became known as "the kid who
uck." Occasionally arriving to pick up a
ed in the mud, he would jump down from -his

: _ ting his boyish face, and proceed to do
what seemed impossible; get a multl ton piece of equipment out of
the mud and onto dry g[ound. But somehow he always succeeded.

Bruce continued his education with englneenng and math
courses'at Mount Hood Community College in Portland, Oregon. But
he missed Alaska, and after a short time, returned home,.

In November 1973 Bruce married a former classmate, Debra
McDaniel, the daughter of Alaskan artist Scott McDaniel, and
settled down to raise a family.

Takin% his new wife, Bruce moved to Seward and worked in the
lumber mill for several months. In the spring of 1974 he was
accepted into the operatlggsenglneers union so the couple

S
t
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returned to Anchorage. 1 brought more changes with the start
of McGhan Construction company, owned by Bruce's uncle, Tim
McGhan. Bruce w ¢ to work for Tim's company as the foreman and

0
operator. And for the next five years he worked with Tim, helping
to build a strong, successful business.
In 1976, shortly before the birth of their first child,
Bruce made the decision to move his family to the Mat-Su valley.



He spent the winter designing house plans, then began

construction of his first home in Wasilla during the summer of
1977. He continued to work for Tim, commuting into Anchorage
daily, and working on the house at night, and days off.

He finished the construction in June 1978.

- By 1980 the drive to Anchorage became too hard, and after
buying his first airplane, Bruce went to work for a remote bush
company; Jansen Construction.  He flew to Illiamna and worked on
the construction of several village schools around the lake.

When the schools were finished Bruce went to work for the
State of Alaska, Department of Parks under the supervision of Jim
Hoag. Headquartered in Willow, he worked as part of a 4 member
maintenance and building crew in the state campgrounds throughout

the Mat-Su Valley. ~Accompanied by his family, he spent the
summer of 1982 traveling around south central Alaska making
repairs, and building new, better devices to be used in the
campgrounds. (He aided in the design and building of the
currently used ?ear proof garba%e cans.)

In the fall of 1982 Bruce bought his first backhoe and
started his own construction company, B.AM. Construction. For
the next five years Bruce worked hard to build uE his business.
He earned the reputation of being hard working, honest,  and
dependable.  He built seven homes in the Wasilla and Big Lake
area, each one with oride and quality construction. He installed
hundred's of water and sewer systems, did landscaping, home
improvements, and additions; all of which were done with the same
high standards Bruce lived by.

The work Bruce did around the state over the years stretches
from Fairbanks to Valdez, Kenai to Palmer, Illiamna to Girdwood,
and all around South Central Alaska. Bruce took greatpride in
his home state and that pride went into every job, and every
landmark he left behind.

Now, as the one year anniversay of Bruce's death approaches,

his family and friends have joined together to make a request to
the state of Alaska, that the mountain near Crescent Lake be *

officially named Mt. McGhan as a memorial for this most deserving
man.

Bruce was crematerl and his remains have been spread on the
lopes of this mountain in the place he loved so much. What better
on

S
monument-could be dedicated to this true Alaskan?



Alaska State Legislature

Sen. Curt Menard. Clialr

Sen. l.loyd Jones, Vice-Chair
Sen. lctlyc Fuhrcnkamp, Member Juneau.
Sen. Drue Pearce. Member
Sen. Dick Shultz. Member 907
Senate Transportation Committee
TO: Senate Transportation Committee
FROM: Senator Curt Menard, Chairman
DATE: 6 February 1991
RE: Ina Johnston and Bruce McGahan Amendments to SB 9

Ina Johnston came to the Matanuska-Susitna valley in 1957, where she
worked for many years as a nurse's aid at the hospital. In 1963, the state
provided the materials for the building of bridge #1192, with local

P.O. Hox V
AK 99811

465-1921

volunteers doing the construction. Mr. Johnston worked as a welder on the

bridge, and his wife Ina provided the meals for the workers.

Ina died in March of 1989, and her friends and neighbors have requested
that this bridge be named to honor the work that Ina has done for her
community and neighbors. As per the letters attached Ina was always
willing to lend a helping hand to those who needed it As one of the local
people who helped with the construction of the bridge, it seems only
fitting that this bridge become a memorial to her.

Bruce McGhan was killed in an industrial accident on November 26, 1986
while upgrading a septic system in the Wasilla area. The family anH
friends of Bruce would like the State of Alaska to leave a landma
memorial for him. Born and raised in Alaska, Bruce explored much 't ..
state. In his travels he discovered Crescent Lake on the Kenai Peninsula.

Bruce worked throughout Alaska on many construction projects. He built
village schools, houses, and state campground facilities. The work Bruce
did around the state over the years stretches from Fairbanks to Valdez,

Kenai to Palmer, Illliamna to Girdwood and all around southcentral Alaska.



Page 2
Ina Johnston & Bruce McGhan amendments

Bruce took great pride in his home state and in every job and landmark he
left behind.

His family and friends have joined together in their request that the
unnamed mountain near Crescent Lake be officially named Mt. McGhan as a
memorial for this most deserving man. Bruce's remains have been spread
on the slopes of this mountain in the place he loved and visited so much.

I am requesting that the committee members consider these amendments
to SB 9.
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ALVIN JOHNSTON
P.O. BOX 6
PALMER, AK. 99645
(907) 745-3531

September 29, 1989

Rbd. Curt Menard
351 W. Swanson Ave., Ste. 1
Wasilla, Ak. 99687

RE: The Naming of a Bridge; i.e., Johnston Bridge
Greetings:

The family and friends of Ina Johnston request a memorial for Ina
who died in March 1989,

We have talked this over and there is a bridge near the Johnston home
which has been a very definate part of our Jlives. The bridge doe not
as yet have a name. [t was started in March 1963 and ccmoleted in
November 1963. The materials were funded by the state, however the
construction was completed by volunteer work from neighbors, The meals

during this construction were served by Ina.
we have researched the project and the following is the information
we have found:

Edgerton - Parks Road
State #57062
Federal #BR-0S-1(44)
Susitna River - Hatcher Pass Road
State #57340
Federal #BR-550(18)
Ina loved this valley and she gave generovusly of her time with much
love as she worked at the Valley Hospital and was alsways ready to be a

friend to her neighbors,
Your considerations and assistance will Dbe greatly appreciated

Alvin Johnston,
family and friends

P.S. [f we do not hear from you we will write again during the
session in Juneau.



ALVIN JOHNSTON
P.O. BOX S

PALMER, AK. 99645
(907) 7453531

February 3, 1990

Sen. Jay Kerttula
Sen. Mike Szymanski
Rep. Ronald Larson
Rep. Curb Menard

RE: The Naming of a Bridge i.e.. Johnsbon Bridge

Greetings:

| appreciated your reply in reference to the bridge

in cur area. For your converience |1l aga'n give the
information previously submittec. This bridge does not
have a name. [t was started in March 1963 and completed

in November 1963.

Edgerten - Parks Recac

State #57052

Federal #ER-0S-1i44*

Susitna River - Hatcher Pass Read
State #57340

Federal #BR-5900U:;)

Again, my thanks for the heeoes of naming this
bridge as a memorial tc Ina Jennsten who died Merer. 1939,
She devoted much time and love to the bridge project.

Alvin Johnston
Family & Friends



1col 620

T& Judbc
- f - T 5 /..£Z.z./.??0
$& />. .dw vt."M & hjOacL. .. ...
.8 |wssesssnes smmm snnnnnnnnnns
1& A N& _JIN-ediA A d e e,
57 IE .GlcfaH&L A & Jb
& lNuLur.1% & - ul ml.
s! 1 -JQOwlIL *Zo .O O 1l L ,, .(X4 «.
AT U M1J vVk, .CA rtcL ..CL ..... A u EujIL 1% 2.

.MUrtlo .;cdkuCLLO)

JiaLlLc& ctal 11 .

CHjLCUL ...,d ™~ .CcCfycrw .

JzjzhJi& uE X Z L

»(L0% cEdJM Aloo” & -J O fiia .

.hjLC tcjJL .

S

s/Q cL- O0>7"Eu






~OSE.t>

EATIruinNit

e

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

aBTE_ bl
e X"
%
Q
>
33 u I
Giging SIJ « i
_ Bight
Mountain
e \ o\
i
Dr Vv
O'”t
110 u
-IS-
t
21— 2 23
25-
‘A
7*! 27 X 26
i Campground.
_Porcupin* .
Iftiand
t -
f
33 34 35
r 4

30
25 -3
I _i Wrong
3] 3
|1 " b
< a\
i~ &
“n Brm
LaHe
X
13 Mt B :
McSMARI -1
19
25 30
E N
36 31
RAc
Am

H

C H

29 128
-
2 & 3
5 if *
y

17
9
i) 21
) ~28'—
.M
3 33
Sleeping  Sister
5
Mountain
X

cX.

, Catir



EKTUINMt:



KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH

144 N, BINKLEY «SOLDOTNA. ALASKA 99669
) PHONE (907) 2624441
vJ DON GILMAN

MAYOR

June 8, 1988 "% JUB..1.31988

COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE
COMMUNITY &REGIONAL AFFAIRO

Alaska State Geographic
Names Board

P.O. Box B

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Sirs:

On June 7, 1988, the Kenai Peninsula Borough approved a
motion to forward a letter of non-objection to the
naming of a mountain at Latitutde 60°26'0M North; Longi-
tude 149°33'30"East, Section 13, Township 4N, Range 2W,
Seward Meridian located on the north shore of Kenai Lake
and the south shore of Crescent Lake. The mountain is
currently unnamed based on the section map - Seward B-7
guadrangle.

Debra A. McGhan has requested the mountain be named in
memory of her deceased husband - Mt. McGhan.

If we may be of further assistance, please contact the
Borough Clerk's O ffice, 262-4441 ext. 220/221.

Very truly yours,

Joanne Brindley, QVC
Kenai Peninsula Borugh Clerk



Official Business

FROM:

RE:

DATE:

This

Alaska ~tate “legislature WHILE IN SESSION
PO.Box V

Al Adams State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811

District L (907)465-3707

OUT OF SESSION
PD. Box 333
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752
(907)442-3245

3111 C Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Senator Curt Menard, Chair (907) 561-7622

Senate Transportation Committee
Senator Al Adams

Senate Bill 9, "An Act naming t*e Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller
Highway."

January 24, 1991

is to request a hearing in the Senate Transportation Committee

hearing on the aforementioned legislation.

Attached to this letter are:

0
0
0

O O O o

I have

that

is

If you

copy of the bill

map of the road area

letter of support from the Department of Transportation Western
District manager

copies of past newspaper articles showing Senator Blodgett's
interest in creation of the road

letter of support from the City of Nome

resolution by the Nome City Council in support of this legislation

statutory citation of need for legal action in road naming

content of legislative citation that is presently in the legislature
recognizing the contributions of Senator Blodgett

requested a fiscal note from the Department of Transportation and
pending.

need further information please contact my office.

Thank you for your consideration of this.
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SENATE BILL NO. 9
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY SENATORS ADAMS, Rodey, Sturgulewski

Introduced: 121/91 .
Referred:  Transportation and Finance

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act naming the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway."

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3  *Section 1. AS 35.40 is amended by adding a new section to read:

4 Sec. 35.40.070. BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY. The road connecting
5 Nome and Teller is named the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway.
SB0009A 1

Nnw Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETEDI



STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES p Ombox 1048

25AT22LH

NOME, ALASKA 99762-1040
PHONE: (907) 443-3444
NOR THERN REGION, WESTERN DISTRICT /

September 11, 1990

Senator Al Adams
P.O. Box 333
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752

Dear Al:

We here at the Department of Transportation wholeheartedly support naming the Nome-
Teller highway for Bob Blodget. Were it not for his efforts it would not have been
constructed. Additionally, having Bob as a friend and discussing the areas needs with

him on numerous occasions lam well aware of his love for and dedication to the people
of the Seward Peninsula. Bob is most deserving of this recognition.

To answer your questions: The Nome-Teller highway is a Federal Aid Secondary route.
As to jurisdiction, itis under the State’s but to receive Federal money it must meet Federal
Standards.

I have attached copies of a 1976 Department of Highways map showing the Seward
Peninsula and the various road systems. | havent been able to find anything more
detailed.

Looking through our archives here in Nome I only find a couple of old newspaper
clippings which may be of some use so have included them. 1will research this further.

I will send along anything else |Ifind which will assist you in this endeavor.

Sincerely,

C. M. Coyle, Manager
Western District

CClsg

Enclosures
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SECTION THREE

_ Thursday, April 30, 199 JESSEN'S WEEKLY Sect 3, Page 1
Basic System O fT hroughways

8) Closing of the. . .
In Alaska I'ﬁ(') 9 o M i

Illustrated 'Before

9) Extension of the rce\

And After' By Sen. Gruening Nabesmn to a junction with”

Proposals of Senator Ernest Gruening (D-Alaska). for co

0 nska Highway; * .-

ographs.

struction of a hasic Séstem of throughways in Alaska’is seen in

the accom anyin
i yo%vs

The first sh t

10) CgmpleUop of d cutoff i
(%Ien ﬂhvea to the De

eexmtmg road system in Alaska. In the Highway via Cake Louse;

second the senator points out how the syStem would be expanded - fIl) Building ofa highway acror

éjgr t|s rogram. s
nator _Gruenin roposed
that the Public * Cgmmlttee
of the Senate visit Alaska after
adjournment this year to study
Alaska's highway needs. He has
received encouraglng support from
Majority Leader Lyndon Johnson
D.-Tck), Senator Dennis Chavez
D-N.M.), chairman of the Public
orks Committee, and Senator Pat
McNamara <D-Mich)), chairman of
the Public Roads Subcommittee.
_ The main elements of the Gruen-
ing highway plan are as follows:

(1) Completion of the Coppe
River Highway from Cordova via
Chitina to Mcgarth and its exten-
sion to a junction W|th the Alaska
Highway:

(ZI) Construction of a road
alleling the Alaska Railroad
Ncnana via McKinley Park to Tal—
keetna and Willow, so as to provide

=

ar—

%seoond through route from Fair-
anks to Anchorage;

3
ronz Fairbanks to [Nome, and f
er;l ' m .o

(4) Provision of a road from Ta-
keethn via McGrath to a junction
with Highway 97 at Ruby, s0 &s
give Anchorage ,access to north-
westen Alaska; { .

(5) Provision of a southeastem
Alaska ferry system on a fast and
frequent schedule linking, Prince
Rupert with Haines and with stops 3
at Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg,
Juneau and Skagway

(6) Construction of a.road from
McGrath to Dillingham to tie Bris-
tol Bay into the rest of the state
overland,

Construction of a road from
Unalakleet to the Yukon River and

Completion of. nghwa3|/ 97

Baranof Island’ from Sitka to Warr.
Springs Bay so that Sitka may be
tied into the ferry system

(12) Completion of the Hydaburg-
Cralg -Hollis road so that the west

lmp )Oqs X|jp3srsm aupnpﬁ)

8AJ s o ArHE sraqor;tjjp k

of Prince of Wales Island may ! ' ogi ujo @o :

be linked with the ferry: / Opadxa e o a,ﬂuo
(13) Building of roads from south- I u )Gjldjj

eastem Alaska cities (all depending >qsaLpeeAaq) ujejqo mj"

upon Canadian cooperation in con- aUpeeA
ruction on thelr side of the bor- uﬂ(pﬂgaq/w Sq?gﬂ
S

der), s0 as to connect Skagwa! W|th LA
Cart):ross Juneau with Atlin, ers— ° a0Lal s
burg and Wrangcl® w4, Telegraph

Jrhu uouqoossv ealsp? %
a e
from Hazelton, B.C. tHiE Ja|(§leo EquSCIy uraqpph* Jagau
Senator Gruenlnt% advocates thif auia
Alaska unigue among the'states in
that few of its cities are connected

jad X
Creek and KetChikan with an ex- U'UJqO 0 UOSJ jbao
construction over the next 10 years a 5(ies jo Xgunuiuii quord Q)
wih others by road.

tension of the “A" Route northward
to correct a situation which Ieéaves



RE* CHANGE IN PRESENT METHOD OF ALLOCATING GASOLINE TAX FUNDS

Fairbanks Daily Nows-Miner - March 21, 1959
Anchorage Times
Nome Nugget

March 21, 1959
.March 23, 1959

‘e

Fewfeanfce Daffy Niwt-MinK, SaHirday, Maroh OppOSItIOﬂ TO GaS

JUNEAU, March 21, LH — A atleast, you :

Federal Bureau of Public State Highwa;
Roads official yesterday voiced come up with

strong opposition to bill then
= gn ppos a

ange Alaskas pres dqi‘Pg,’

ent method of allocating gaso-

line tax funds and require cide that any
equal distribution among the ing to have
state’s four major districts, and still con
After the hearing before the thing that i
Alaska noy

Senate, in session as a coin

mittee of the whole, the bill 13V million
was retained on the calendar federal high
but appeared in line for Along

Tax Measure From

Fed. Roads Bureau

-'JUNEAU, WL— A Federal Bur-
eau of iPubllc Roads official Frida

voiced strong opposition to a bill
to change Alaska’ present meth-
od of allocating gasoline tax funds
and require equal distribution
among.the state four major dis-

I_etricts. ;
After the hearing before the

Senate, in session as a committee
of the whole, the bill was retained
on the calendar but appeared in
line for amendment before final
action. ... (-

ntsed Strrngest support for the meas

ure has come from Northwestern
Alaska senators who seek a road
connecting Nome with other parts
of the state. The measure, which
had been saved from defeat sev-
eral times, appeared headed for
passage before Friday3 hearing.

E. H. Swick of Juneau, regional

amend?h%nt before final action, funds, the to engineer for the BPR, told” sen

acton.» v Yy >

able to Alas ators he felt It would ‘be imprac-
rams amor tical to split off available highway

Strongest. support_for _ the FAIR SR s in the method proposed un-

measure -has  come from
northwestern Alaska senators
who seek a road connecting
Nome with other parts of the
state. The measure, which had
been saved from defeat sev
eral times, appeared headed
for passage before yesterdays
hearing.

E. H. Swick of Juneau, re-
ional engineer for the BPR
old senators he felt it would
be impractical to split off
available highway funds in the
method proposed under the
bill. And he added the federal
agency would not be agreeable
t0 administering feder 81
matching funds on suel} a
basis. ~ *

It5 my personal opinion
that the Legislature would not
be wise to program a highwny
fund, tor first few years

der the bill. And he added the
federal' agency would .not be
agreeable to administering federal
matching funds on such a basis.

"It5 my personal opinion that
the Legislature would not be wise
to program a highway fund. For
the next few years at least, you
should permit "the state Highway
Department to come up with a
ﬁrogr_am and then you can see

ow.it.is doing,” he Said.

"'l cant see how you can de-
cide that any one area is going to
have so much money and still
come up with anything that makes
sense

Alaska now receives about 136
Ln_il“on dollle%rs a_year in fed\;emral
ighway n - Ttaid-0Along-
st%te, ?XatchUQ% JNT:%%I‘ e g to
amount available tO'Alwk* for
road programs-amounts.to about

f>. & w X ®

Mar2 1'si

1

Proposal
Impractical,

Swick States

JUNEAU (fl — A Federal
Bureaudaof P_Légl(ljc SF§roads official
erday Voi ong  Opposi-
jon to aybill to dlangggAIask_aS
present method of - allocating
gasoline tax funds and require
equal distribution among the
states four major districts.
After the hearing before the
Senate, in session as a_ com-
mittee of the whole, the bill was
retained_ on the calendar but ap-
ared in line for amendment
re final action.
support for the
measure has come from
northwestem Alaska senators
who leek a road connecting
Nome with other parts of the
state. The measure, which
had been saved from defeat
several times, ared head-
ed for passage re yester-
day’s hearing. _
 E. H. Swick of Juneau, region
id engineer for the BPR, told
senators he felt It would be im-
ﬁ_ractlcal to split off available
ighway funds in the method
p under the M 1. And he
added the federal agency would
not be agreeable to administer-
ing federal matching fundi on
such a basis, o
-"'Its my personal opinion that
the LegiSlature would not be
wise t0 program a_ highway
fund. For the first few years
at least, )(10u should permit the
State Highway De nt ©
come up With a program and
1 can see how it is do-
ing,"" "he said. I
‘| cant see how you on
decide that any one "area It
going to have sO much money
and “still come np with any-
thing that makes sense.”
Alaska now receives about
UK million dollars a year inl



P.O. BOX 281 - NOME. ALASKA 99762
TELEPHONE (907) 443-5242

October 5, 1990

Senator Al Adams

Box 333
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752

Dear Al,

Enclosed please find City of Nome Resolution No. R-91-9-7, " A
Resolution Endorsing the Renaming of the Nome-Teller Highway to
the BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY". This resolution was adogted
unanlmously by the Nome Common Council at their September 24, 1990
regular meeting.

ut

Thank you for your Plan to introduce legislation naming the road
in memory of Bob. It is a fitting memorial to a man who served the

Seward Peninsula for many years.

Sincerely yours,

Coytnd!

Linda E. Conley
City Clerk

cC: Repre entative Rlchard Foster
Mrs. Robert Blodgett



Presented Dv:
Councilman Adains
Action Taken:
Yes [/, No s=

CITY OP" NOME, ALASKA
RESOLUTION NO. R-91-9-7

TI?N ENDORSING THE RENAMING OF THE

A RESO
TO THE BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY

LU
NOME-TELLER HIGHWA

_ WHEREAS, the expansion of road systems on the Seward
Peninsula has always been instrumental in encouraging economic
development; and,

WHEREAS,  the Nome-Teller Highway is a valuable
transportation route for the cities of Nome and Teller which allows
ease of trade and better access to medical facilities; and,

WHEREAS, R.R. "Bob" Blodgett was elected as a State
Representative from the local area during the First Session of the
First State Leﬁlslature. in 1958 and he continued to serve in that
capacity through the Third State Legislature in 1964, at which time
he was elected to the State Senate and served through the Sixth
State Legislature ending in 1970; and,

WHEREAS, the contributions of Senator Bob Blodgett to the
local area and the state as a whole should fittingly be remembered
by a dedication to his name; and,

'WHEREAS, Senator Blodgett was instrumental in developing
aHn,dhsecurlng funding for the construction of the Nome-Teller
ighway,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Nome Common Council
that in recognition of his commitment and dedication to the

residents of Nome and Teller, the City of Nome endorses efforts to
rename the Nome-Teller Highwav to the BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER

HIGHWAY.
APPROVED and SIGNED this v day of /o-crdtitfyc./kor m® 1990,

ATTEST:

Linda E. Conley, City Clerk



§ 1910080 Highways and Ferries § 1910100

(4) that speed at which safe and prudent drivers could pass through
the speed zone; and

(5) the effectiveness of local enforcement of the speed zone.

(b) In determining safe speed limits and safe speed zones within a
municipality, the department shall consult with that municipality. In
determining safe speed limits and safe speed zones on highways and
other roadways under its jurisdiction, the department shall also con-
sult with community councils or other community organizations in
the affected area if the community councils or other community orga-
nizations request in writing to participate in the determination. The
department shall provide notice and opportunity for a hearing before
establishing a speed limit or speed zone other than as recommended
by a municipality, community council or other community organiza-
tion. (8 2 ch 23 SLA 1986)

Sec. 19.10.080. Designation of through highways. The depart-
ment may designate through highways by erecting stop signs at the
entrances to them. (8 7 art Il title Il ch 152 SLA 1957)

Sec. 19.10.085. Naming ofa highway, (a) A highway constructed
by the department under AS 19.05 — AS 19.40 may be given a name
.only by law.

(b) This section does not apply to

(1) a road constructed by a municipality under a grant authorized
by AS 19.05 — AS 19.40;

(2) local service roads and trails. (8§ 1 ch 4 SLA 1981)

Revisors notes. — Enacted as AS
19.05.150. Renumbered in 1981

Sec. 19.10.090. Erection and maintenance of guard rails. The
department may erect and maintain guard rails, stretch wires and
other devices, on highways. (§8 8 art Il title Il ch 152 SLA 1957)

Sec. 19.10.100. Closing highways. When it is necessary to ex-
clude traffic from any portion ofa highway, the department may close
that portion of the highway by posting in a conspicuous manner, at
each end of the portion closed, suitable signs warning the public that
the road is closed under authority of law, and by erecting suitable
obstructions. (§ 8 art IV title Il ch 152 SLA 1957)

15



Citation for Robert ""Bob” Blodgett

by Senator Al Adams and
Representative Richard Foster

The Seventeenth Alaska Legislature honors the memory of Robert Bob™ Blodgett v/ho
died on Friday, July 6 1990 al his home in Teller. Alaska

Bob Blodgett was born August 2, 1920 in Cre.rton. lowa, He was a businessman, pilot,
state legislator, regional and local elected official Mr Blodgett arrived in Alaska in
1946 to attend the University of Alaska-Fairbanks to study mine engineering In 194“
he went to work for Arctic Contractors building airports at the Defense Early Warning
(Dew) line sites throughout Western Alaska. He worked as a heavy duly mechanic,
heavy equipment operator and welder

In 1953. Bob moved to Teller and purchased Teller Commercial Co. In 195“ he started
Teller Electric @ and in 190 established Mukluk Telephone G The latter business
grew to serve 13villages in northwestern Alaska.

In 1959 Mr Blodgett was elected to the 1st State Legislature House of Representatives
from Teller. In 1963 he was elected to the State Senate and served until he retired in
19“i Mr Blodgett served on the Finance Committee and was responsible for bringing
many services to rural Alaska. He was elected to the second board of the Bering Strait
School District and the Bering Strait Coastal Resource Service Area Board Last year he
won a seat to the Teller City Council as a write in candidate

Bob Blodgett served in the Army Air Corp as a pilot in World War Il receiving all
decorated medals except the Medal of Honor. He was the second highest decorated
Alaskan World War 1l veteran Bob was the first commanding officer of guard units in
Barrow and Fairbanks and was instrumental in their creation. He continued his
military career in the Alaska National Guard retiring with the rank of Captain.

Mr Blodgett retired as a member of Operating Engineers Local 302. He was a lifelong
member of the Arctic Native Brotherhood in Juneau, founder of the Rural Alaska Power
Association and member of the Alaska Telephone Association. Bob remained manager
of his family owned businesses until the time of his death.

Bob Blodgett is survived by his wife Helen, son Richard, daughter-in-law Karen, and
grandchildren Robert David, Luanne and Kalena. all of Teller, Alaska. He is also
survived by an identical twin brother Donald of Illinois.

The Seventeenth Legislature sends its condolences to the family for the loss of a man
who served as a strong advocate for rural Alaska contributed his many talents to his
community, region and the State of Alaska as a whole.
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FIRST SESSION OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL
NORTH AND NORTHWEST ALASKA MAYORS' CONFERENCE C
NOME, ALASKA *
OCTOBER 11-12, 1990

RESOLUTION NO. 91-35

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING RENAMING THE NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY TO THE BOB
BLODGETT NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY.

WHEREAS, former Senator .Bob Blodgett committed his life to representing
and improving conditions in North & Northwest Alaska; and

WHEREAS, Bob Blodgett was instrumental in obtaining funds for the
creation and maintenance of the Nome-Teller Road; and

WHEREAS, renaming the Nome-Teller road for Bob Blodgett wculd be a
fitting v.stament to his efforts; and

WHEREAS, Senator Al Adams will _introduce legislation in the Seventeenth
Legislature to rename the Nome-Teller highway.

NCW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE FIRST SESSION OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL
NORTH AND NORTHWEST ALASKA MAYORS' CONFERENCE THAT: efforts by Senator
Adams to rename the Nome-Teller Road after Bob Blodgett are fully
endorsed and supported,

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE FIRST SESSION OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL NORTH AND
NORTHWEST ALASKA MAYORS' CONFERENCE THIS 12th DAY OF OCTOBER, 1990.

Representative Foster
Senator Adams

DOT/PF
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THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE

jemortant

The Seventeenth Alaska Legislature honors the memory of Robert "Bob" Blodgett who died on
Friday, Jul.. 5, 1990 at his home 1n Teller, Alaska.

Bob Blctgett was born August 2. 1920 In Creston, lowa. He was a businessman, pilot, state
legislator, regional and local elected official. Mr. Blodgett arrived 1n Alaska In 194G to
attend tne '..iversity of Alaska-Falrbanks to study mine engineering. In 19A7 he went to work for
Arctic Contractors building airports at the Defense Early Warning (Dew) line sites throughout

k Western Alaso. He worked as a heavy duty mechanic, heavy equipment operator and welder.

in 1953, Bob moved to Teller and purchased Teller Commercial Company. In 1957 he started
Teller Electric Company and in 1970 established Mukluk Telephone Company.  The latter business
grew to ser.a thirteen villages in northwestern Alaska. In 1959, Mr. Blodgett was elected to the
First State .egislature. House of Representatives, from Teller. In 1963, he was elected to the
State Senate and served until he retired in 1970. Mr. Blodgett served on the Finance Committee
arc was resccnsible forbringing many services to rural Alaska. He was elected to the second
bbard cf tne Bering Strait SchoolDistrict and the Bering Strait Coastal Resource Service Area
Board. Last year he wona seat to the Teller City Council as a write-in candidate.

Boo Blcccett served in the Army Air Corp as a pilot in World War 11, receiving all decorated
recals excect the Medal of Honor. He was the second highest decorated Alaskan World War |11
veteran. Stb was the first commanding officer of guard unitsin Barrow and Fairbanks andwas
instrirer.ta: in their creation. He continued his military career in the Alaska National Guard,
retiring wit- the rank of Captain. Mr. Blodgett retired as a member of Operating Engineers Local
332. He was a lifelong nember of the Arctic Native 8rotherhood in Juneau, founder of the Rural
Alaska Power Association and member of the Alaska Telephone Association. Bob remained manager of
his family Cwied businesses until the time of his death.

3db S'.tsgett is survived by his wife Helen, son Richard, daughter-in-law Karen, and
grandc'ildre- Rooert David, Luanne and Kalena, all of Teller, Alaska. He is also survived by an
icentical twin brother Donald of Illinois.

T-e Seventeenth Legislature sends its condolences to the family for the loss of a man who
servec as a strong advocate for rural Alaska and contributed his many talents to his community,
region ans tr.e State of Alaska as a whole.

K. 1 Senators Adams,Zharoff .Sturgulewski .Rocey,
,Menard,Fahrenkamp,Pearce.Halford,Cotten,Kerttula,Jones,Eliason,Uehling ana

Representatives Foster,RacLean.Brown.C.Davis.Gruenberg,Leman,Navarre.G.Phillips,
r,Ulmer and Zawacki



STATE OF ALASKA BILLNUVBER: SB9
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE

Revision Dale: , Department Affected: ~ DOT&PF
Title: An act namlngl_the Bob Blodgett BRU:  Western District M&O
Nome-Teller |%hway. , _ .

Sponsor: Adams, Rodey, Sturgulcwski Component' nghways& Aviation
Requestor: Senator Adams Component Serial Number: 0587
OPERATING FY91 FY92 FY93 FY94 FY95 FY96
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 o
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS. CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEQUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING: 0 0 0 0 0 0

| CAPITAL /o [ o | o [ o | o | 0 I

| REVENUE- |0 |0 | o T 0 | 0 | 0 |
FUNDING:  (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL FUNDING: 0 0 0 0 0 0
POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

The only direct costs incurred by this bill would be approximately $400 to purchase two signs; one for each end of
the highiway. That cost would b absorbed by the Western District M&O budget.” Sign installation would be done
incidental fo normal sign maintenance.

Prepared by:  Norm Piispanen Phone:  474-2423
Division: ~ Northern Region Planning Date:  January 29,1991
Approved by Commissioner Phone:  465-3900

PP y Frank-6. Turpin

Agency:  Department of Transportation and Public Facilities Date:/-J?1991

Distribution Bv Prenarer: Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, Impacted Agency(ies).
REV 12/14/90 Page | of 1
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AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN THE SENATE BY SENATOR MENARD
TO: SB 9

Page 1, line 1, after ""Highway'":
Insert ", the Ina Johnston Bridge, and Mount McGhan''

Page 1, line 3:
Delete "a new section"

Insert "‘new sections'"

Page 1, following line 5, insert:
""Sec. 35.40.075. INA JOHNSTON BRIDGE. Bridge number 1192 on Edgenon Park

Road over the Little Susitna River is named Ina Johnston Bridge.

*Sec. 2. (a) Notwithstanding AS 44.19.054 - 44.19.062, the unnamed mountain located on the north
shore of Kenai Lake and south shore of Crescent Lake, at Section 13, Township 4 North, Range 2 West,
Seward Meridian, 60 degrees 26'00"'N, 149 degrees 33°30"'W is named "*Mount McGhan."

(b) "Mount McGhan™ is the official name of the geographic feature identified in (a) of this
section and shall be useu on all maps, records, documents, and other publications issued by the state or

its departments and political subdivisions."



STATE OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION BILLNO. CSSB9

Revision Dale: 12-Fch-91 Department Affected: Natural Resources

Title: An Act naming the Bob Blodgett BRU: Management & Administration
Nome-Teller Highway etc. Components: Commissioner's Office

Sponsor: Senator Adams

Requestor:  Senate Transportation Committee COMPONENT SERIALNO. 423

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (.Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 9 FY96 FY 97
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL | j
REVENUE |

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITION i:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of Current year impact;
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

See Attached

Prepared by:  Carol Wilson Phone: 465-2400
 Division: Commissioner's Office Date: Feb. 12,1991

Approved by Commissioner: /s> Harold Hcinze Date: Feb. 12,1991
Agency: Department of Natural Resources

Distribution (by preparer) : Legislative Finance, legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB,
& Impacted Agcncye(?eS)- i
REV 10/90 page 1 of 1



