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SPO N SO R STATEM ENT

April 23, 1991

TO: S enato r C urt M enard, C hairm an , S en ate  Transportation Committee 

FROM: R ep resen tative Mike N avai'r

SUBJECT: H ouse B il l  85, “An A ct r e la t in g  to ligh tin g  eq u ip m en t o n  a  schoo l b u s; 
an d  p rov id ing  fo r a n  effective d ate .”

House B ill 85 ad d resses a  long overdue sa fety  issu e  involving school buses. This 
leg islation  w ill m andate the in sta llation  of two flash ing red  ligh ts on the stop arm  
and a  w hite strobe a t  le a s t  six feet from the re a r  of the bus. The v isib ility  afforded 
by th ese  equipm ent additions w ill without question offer a  g rea te r  m easu re  of 
safety  for th e school children of A laska.

HB 85 provides funding for the in itia l retrofitting of the required  sa fe ty  lights. The 
D epartm ent of Education will requ ire  proper docum entation from th e  school 
d istricts for re im bursem ent. M inimum stand ard s for sa fe ty  ligh ting  w ill be 
adopted by the D epartm ent of Education. D eadline for completion of the 
in sta llation  of the sa fety  strobes/lights would be November 1, 1991. All school bus 
contracts a fter November 1, 1991 will requ ire contractors to supply buses equipped 
w ith the proper sa fe ty  lighting. In conversations w ith some of the la rg e r  d istricts 
th is dead line app ears to be workable.

The num ber of buses in  A laska is  approxim ately 940. Some d istricts h ave p art of 
the requ ired  equipm ent and some d istricts h ave none of the safety  ligh ts. The 
fiscal note is $ 173,700.00.

The House F inance Committee am ended HB 85 to rem ove the word s t ro b e s  on line 
9 a fter th e word flash ing . This am endm ent would allow  e ith er ligh ts or sti'obes 
on the stop arm . White strobes w ill be the standard  on the roofs of school buses.

The House of R epresentatives passed  HB 35 37-0, on April 19, 1991.

L etters of support a re  ava ilab le  upon request. There a re  no known opponents to 
providing school studen ts with a  sa fer m ean s of trave l to school.

Contact person: Tom Ackerly a t  3779/iQapritol 515
34K21 k-RvacIi Hoad • Snltlotna, Alaska • (!H)7) 262-7K12
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CS F O R  H O U S E  lU L L  N O . 85 ( « N A N € E )

IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F T H E  S T A T E  O F A L A S K A

S E V E N T E E N T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - F IR S T  SESSIO N

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  F IN A N C E  C O M M IT T E E

Offered: 4/8/91
Referred: Rules
S p o n s o r s ) :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  N A V A R R E , G .P I i i l l i p s ,  B .D a v i s

A  B IL L

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T IT L E D

" A n  A c t  re la t in g  to  lig h t in g  e q u ip m e n t re q u ire d  on a school bus; and  p ro v id in g  fo r  an 

e ffe c tive  d a te ."

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S ection  1. A S  28.05.104(b) is amended to read:

(b ) The D epartm ent o f  Education, in coo rd ina tion  w ith  the D epartm ent o r P ub lic  Safety,

a lte rn a t in g  re d  t la s h in ^ l ia h ts  a tta ch e d  t o the  s top  a rm , a w h ite  s tro b e  l ig h t  a tta ch e d  to  th e  

r o o f  o f  the  schoo l bus a n d  n o t m o re  th a n  s ix  feet f ro m  the  re a r  o f  , hc schoo l bus, in te rio r 

fla m m a b iiity  standards, num ber and loca tion  o f  em ergency exits, seat-back height and padding 

requirem ents, and scat be lt standards;

(2 ) at least tw ice  cacli calendar year, inspect each schoo l bus fo r com pliance w ith  

th is subsection; and

shall

(1 ) establish equipm ent requirem ents fo r  each type o f  school bus that is used to 

transport school c h ild rt ~ p u b lic  school; equipm ent requirem ents m ust inc lude tw o

IIB0085d -1-
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1 (3 ) m ain ta in  a record o f  each accident in v o lv in g  a school bus o r o the r veh ic le

2 transporting  school ch ild ren  that is owned, leased, o r p rov ided  under con tract to a school d is tric t

3 o r regiona l educational attendance area; the record m ust inc lude the date o f  the accident, a lis t

4 o f  persons in ju red , w hether the person’s in ju ry  occurred w ith in  the school bus, and each type o f

5 in ju ry .

6 *  Sec. 2. S C H O O L  BU S  R E N O V A T IO N , (a) The D epartm ent o f  Education shall re im burse each

7 school d is tr ic t fo r  the in it ia l cost incurred by each school d is tr ic t between January 1, 1991, and

8 N ovem ber 1, 1991, o f  ob ta in ing  and in s ta llin g  stop arm ligh ts  and ro o f strobe ligh ts  required by

9 A S  28.05.104(b), as amended in sec. I o f  th is A c t. R eim bursem ent may not exceed $150 fo r  each stop

10 arm renovation, $175 fo r each ro o f renovation, and shall be subject to approval by the D epartm ent o f

11 Education.

12 (b ) The requirem ent contained in A S  28.05.104(b), as amended in sec. 1 o f  th is A c t, that a w h ite

13 strobe lig h t attached to the ro o f o f  the school bus m ust be not m ore than s ix  feet from  the rear o f  the

14 school bus, does not app ly to  a school bus that has a w h ite  strobe lig h t already attached to the ro o f o f

15 the school bus on N ovem ber 1, 1991.

16 *  Sec. 3. T h is  A c t takes effect N ovem ber 1, 1991.

C S H B  85(I<’N) -2-
New Text  Un de r l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  House Finance Committee
R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  M ik e  N av ar r e  Junuuu

(007) -165-3770

M E M O R A N D U M

April 23,1991

TO: S enato r C urt M enard, C hairm an , S enate  T ransportation Committee

FROM: R ep resen tative Mike

Subject: H ouse B ill 85, “A n A ct re la t in g  to ligh tin g  eq u ip m en t on  a  schoo l bu s; an d  
p rov id ing  fo r a n  effective  date .”
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I am  req uestin g  the S en ate  Transportation Committee schedu le a  heaidng on HB 
85 a t  th e ir  e a r lie s t  convenience. The House of R epresen tatives passed  HB 85, 37-0 
on April 19, 1991.

T hank you for your consideration of th is m atter.

DISTINCT 5
3-IS24 K-lli'ach Ho.nl * Soldntuu. Alaska !)!i(i(ii) • (JMITt 202-7S12
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R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  M ik e  N avarre  Juneau>
(907) -165-3779

A l a  s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e House Finance Committee

S P ONSOR STATEM ENT

April 23, 1991

TO: S en ato r C art M enard , C hairm an , S en ate  T ransportation Com m ittee 

FROM: R ep resen tative Mike N a v a ' i^ ^ / ^ "

SUBJECT: H ouse B il l  85, “A n A ct r e la t in g  to lig h t in g  eq u ip m en t o n  a  schoo l bu s; 
an d  p ro v id in g  fo r a n  effective  d ate .”

House B ill 85 add resse s  a  long overdue sa fety  issu e  invo lv ing  school buses. This 
leg islation  w ill m andate the in sta llation  of two flash ing  red  ligh ts on the stop arm  
and a  w h ite strobe a t  le a s t  s ix  feet from tb" re a r  of the bus. The v is ib ility  afforded 
by th ese  equipm ent additions w ill w ithout question offer a  g re a te r  m easu re  of 
sa fe ty  for th e  school ch ild ren  of A ^ sk a .

HB 85 provides funding for the in itia l retrofitting of the requ ired  sa fe ty  ligh ts. The 
D epartm ent of Education w ill requ ire  proper docum entation from th e  school 
d istricts for re im bursem en t. M inim um stan d ard s for sa fe ty  ligh tin g  w ill be 
adopted by the D epartm ent of Education. D eadline for completion of the 
in sta lla tion  of the sa fe ty  strobes/lights would be N ovember 1, 1991. All school bus 
contracts a fte r  N ovember 1, 1991 w ill requ ire contractors to supply b u ses equipped 
w ith  the proper sa fe ty  ligh ting . In  conversations w ith  som e of th e la rg e r  d istricts 
th is d ead line app ears to be workable.

The num ber of bu ses in  A lask a  is  approxim ately 940. Som e d istricts h ave  p art of 
the requ ired  equipm ent and some d istricts h ave  none of th e  sa fety  ligh ts. The 
fiscal note is  $ 173,700.00.

The House F inance Committee am ended HB 85 to rem ove the word s t r o b e s  on line 
9 a fter th e  word flash ing . This am endm ent would allow  e ith e r ligh ts or strobes 
on the stop arm . White strobes w ill be the standard  on th e  roofs of school bu ses.

The House of R ep resen tatives p assed  HB 85 37-0, on April 19,1991.

L etters of support a re  ava ilab le  upon request. There a re  no known opponents to 
providing school stud en ts w ith a  sa fe r m ean s of trav e l to school.

Contact person: Tom A ckerly a t  3779/iQaptttolr515
3482-4 K-Beach Road • Soidotna, Alaska 99669 • (907)262-7842
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T IO N

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

O O L D B E L T  P L A C E  

0 0 1  W E S T  1 0 T H  S T R E E T  

P .O . B O X  F

JU N EA U , A LA SK A  0 0 8 1 1 - 0 5 0 0

February 27, 1991

The Honorable M1ke Navarre 
Alaska State Representative 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
Dear Representative Navarre:
Re: CSHB 85 (Transportation) "An Act re la t ing to strobe l igh t  equipment 

required on a school bus; and providing fo r  an e f fect ive date."
Pursuant to conversations yesterday between Tom Ackerly o f your s t a f f  and 
Ranayne Kareen of mine, the Department of Education o f fe rs  the following 
comments regarding CSHB 85 (Transportation):
1. The Intent of this leg is la t ion  is to require that existing public 

school buses be re t ro f i t t ed  with stop arm and roof mounted strobe 
l ights  by November 1, 1991. Funds would be appropriated to cover 
the cost of In s ta l la t ion  of strobes on school buses that are not 
already required by contract to be so equipped. We agree with the 
intent of the b i l l  and support accompanying funding (the f isca l

2. An a lte rnat ive to the f isca l  note would be f o r  the department to 
reimburse d is t r ic ts  at the rates specified in the b i l l  using the 
current appropriation le v e l .  I f  this 1s the a lternative chosen by 
the Legis lature , the f isca l  note should be zeroed out and the 
leg is la t ion  passed.

3. We have no objection to the Legislature specifying that strobe 
lights be Included in equipment requirements established by the 
department. Current equipment requirements, known as Minimum 
Standards fo r  Alaska School Buses, are contained 1n publications 
referenced 1n 4 AAC 27.110.
The department wil l be revising the standards to Incorporate 
requirements of AS 28 .05 .104 (b ) (1 )  and recommendations of the 11th 
National Conference on School Transportation, The revised standards 
wi l l  apply to school buses manufactured a f t e r  March 1, 1992. A 
committee comprised o f  school bus contractors, school d i s t r i c t  
administrators and department s t a f f  w i l l  meet during September, 1991 
to recommend speci f ic  revisions to standards. Strobe l ights 1n stop 
arms and on rooftops of school buses may or may not be recommended

note) .

05 £ tLM



C S H B  8 5  ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n )

Estimated Number o f  School Buses 
Required by Contract to have Strobe Lights 

2/27/91

SCHOOL DISTRICTS ESTIMATED # BUSES
(more than 15 buses) REQUIRED BY CONTRACT TO BE EQUIPPED
Roof-Mounted Strobe Lights
Anchorage 170
Fairbanks 135

Estimated Total 305 Buses

Stop Am Strobe Lights
Anchorage 286
Mat-Su 129
Kenai 97

Estimated Total 5T2 Buses

FY-92 FISCAL NOTE: $173,700

Roof-Mounted Strobe Lights
Approximate # Buses In State: 935 Buses

Less Estimated # Required 
by Contract to be Equipped 306

Potential # to be Retrof i t ted 53U Buses 0 $175 = $110,250

Stop Arm Strobe Lights
Approximate # Buses 1n State: 

Less Estimated # Required 
by Contract to be Equipped 

Potential # to be Retrof i tted
Potential Cost to State

935 Buses 
512
*23 Buses G> $150 « $ 63,450

$173.700



Representative Navarre Page Two February 27, 1991

by the committee. Passage of CSHB 85 (Transportation) would require 
Inclusion o f strobe lights 1n the standards.
4. The department wil l no t i fy  school d i s t r i c t s  and bus contractors 1n 

March, 1991 that:
(1) leg is la t ion 1s 1n process that would require a l l  public 

school buses to be re t ro f i t t ed  with stop arm and roof 
mounted strobe lights by November 1 , 1991;

(2) the leg is la t ion Includes funding to reimburse d is t r ic ts  fo r  
contractor and d i s t r i c t  costs to In s ta l l  required strobe 
l ights on buses that are not already required by contract 
to be so equipped; and

(3) 1f the b i l l  1s signed Into law, ins ta l la t ion  o f  strobe 
l ights wi l l  be included as mandatory equipment ef fective 
November 1, 1991 on a l l  school buses used to transport 
school children to or from a public school. Insta l la t ion 
of strobe l ights a f te r  November 1, 1991 wil l not be 
e l ig ib le  f o r  state reimbursement.

5. Attached 1s a l i s t ing  o f  school d i s t r i c t s  with more than 15 buses 
that have strobe l ights required by e ither the contract between the 
d i s t r i c t  and bus contractor, or the reimbursement agreement between 
the department and the d is t r i c t .

I f  you have questions, feel free to contact Rcmayne Kareen a t  4b5-2890.

Steve Hole 
Acting Commissioner

Attachment
cc: Jim Tozer

Romayne Kareen
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K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A  B O R O U G H  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T
1 4 8  North Binkley Street • Soldotna, AK 99669 • Phone 907/262-5846 • Fax 907/262-1892

FEBRUARY I, 1991

R ep resen ta tiv e  M ike N avarre  
Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

D ear R ep resen ta tiv e  Navarre:

The Kenai Peninsula  Borough School D istric t supports the introduction o f 
HB 85, m aking stop arm strobes and w hite  strobes on the roof o f the bus 
part of the s tandard bus equipm ent in our  state. W e feel bo;ii lights 
enhance  the safety  o f  student riders.

O ur d istrict has used the stop arm strobe for the past three years and 
because it has proven effective, it was specified  as an equipm ent 
requ irem ent in our current bus contracts . O ther d istric ts  in the state are 
using the w hite  ro o f  strobe and it has proven effective.

W e would request that the bill provide d is tr ic ts  and contractors  with 
re im bursem en t for the initial equ ipm ent expenses. It appears that DOE 
will be lacking in funds to reim burse school districts for school bus 
transportation next year and we w ould not w ant to see an additional 
expense  to tha t fund that w ould  reduce  transporta tion  re im bursem en t 
even  fu rth e r .

If  I can be o f  further assistance, please let me know. 

S in c e ie ly ,

Penny L ittle
T ra n sp o r ta t io n  C o o rd in a to r

ANCHOR POINT COOPER IANDING ENGLISH (AY HOMER HOPE KENAI MOOSE PASS NIKISKI NIKOIAEVSK
NINIICHIK PORT GRAHAM RAZDOINA SEIOCVIA 5E>VA»D SOtOOTNA VFRHNC, TUSTUMENA



^ ir b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o ^ h  S c h o o l  D is t r ic t

P.O. Box 71250 Fairbanks. Alaska 98707-1230 ;907W52-2000

rdJ6ar>a Norm oarougi scyxi Obra . 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

F e b r u a r y  l, 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N a v a r r e  
PO  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N a v a r r e :

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o f f e r  m y  s u p p o r t  for 
y o u r  e f f o r t s ,  t h r o u g h  H o u s e  B i l l  35, t o  r e q u i r e  s t r o b e  l i g h t s  on 
s c h o o l  b u s e s .

I a m  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e  F N S B  S c h o o l  
D i s t r i c t ,  a p o s i t i o n  I h a v e  h e l d  f o r  t h e  p a s t  10 y e a r s .  I h a v e  
a l s o  b e e n  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  1935 a n d  1990 
C o n f e r e n c e s  o n  N a t i o n a l  M i n i m u m  S t a n d a r d s  f o r  s c h o o l  b u s e s ,  in 
a d d i t i o n ,  I p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  t h e  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  
B u s  D r i v e r  T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  E n h a n c e d  S c h o o l  Bus 
I n s p e c t i o n  P r o g r a m .

O n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  w a y s  to p r o t e c t  t h e  s c h o o l  b u s  a n d  its 
p a s s e n g e r s  is t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  o t h e r  m o t o r i s t s  a r e  a w a r e  o f  its 
p r e s e n c e .  A  " s a f e t y  c u s h i o n "  a r o u n d  a s c h o o l  b u s  is c r e a t e d  b y  
t h e  u n i q u e  c o l o r  a n d  l i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  a r e  p a r t  o f  e x i s t i n g  
s c h o o l  b u s  s t a n d a r d s .  T h i s  a l l o w s  t h e  m o t o r i s t s  o n  t h e  r o a d  the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  e x t r a  p r e c a u t i o n s ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  s c h o o l  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  n e a r b y .  S t r o b e  l i g h t s ,  in t h e  s t o p  a r m  a n d  o n  t h e
roof, i n c r e a s e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  t h i s  " s a f e t y  c u s h i o n " .

W e  h a v e  u s e d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i g h t s  o n  t h e  t o p s  of o u r  s c h o o l  b u s e s
in F a i r b a n k s  for a t  l e a s t  15 y e a r s .  ( T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  o n  so  l o n g
t h a t  no o n e  r e m e m b e r s  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  f i r s t  r e q u i r e d . )  T h e y  a r e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c t i v e  in t h e  d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  
snow, a n d  i c e  f o g  in w h i c h  w e  o p e r a t e  in F a i r b a n k s .  U n d e r  a d v e r s e  
c o n d i t i o n s  d r i v e r s  a r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  s t r o b e  l o n g  b e f o r e  s e e i n g  the 
a c t u a l  b u s  i t s e l f .  T h i s  c a n  b e  a c r i t i c a l  s a f e t y  f e a t u r e  w h e n  
v i s i b i l i t y  is r e d u c e d  to le s s  t h a n  50 feet.

T h e  b e s t  r e a s u r e  o f  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of  s t r o b e s  t h a t  I c a n  o f f e r  is 
t h e  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e .  T h e  s t r o b e s  a r e  so  m u c h  a 
p a r t  o f  s c h o o l  b u s i n g  in F a i r b a n k s  t h a t  m o n i t o r i n g  for c o m p l i a n c e  
is n o t  n e c e s s a r y .  T h e  p u b l i c  is so a c c u s t o m e d  to s e e i n g  s t r o b e s  
o n  o u r  b u s e s  t h a t  m y  o f f i c e  r e c e i v e s  c o m p l a i n t s  w h e n  a bus
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February 4, 1991
Representa tive  M ike N avarre  
Alaska H o u se  of Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, A laska 99811 
FAX 465-2278

Dear R epresentative N avarre ,

The A nchorage School District believes that the addition  of red s trobe lights to the 
stop a rm  and  w hite  strobe lights to the roof of school buses will enhance school bus 
safety. All buses in our District, as well as Contracted bus fleets, have been equipped 
with red  strobe lights on the stop arm  since Septem ber 1989. The addition  of these 
strobe lights has significantly reduced  the n u m b er  of m otorists w h o  pass s topped  
school buses. W e also feel that the  addition  of roof m oun ted  w hite  strobe lights will 
fu rther  increase the  visibility  of school buses and  increase the aw areness  of the 
presence of school buses w ith  the general m otoring  public. A pproxim ate ly  60% of 
the fleet have  already  been equ ipped  w ith  roof m oun ted  strobe lights. The District 
m ad e  roof m o u n ted  strobe lights m anda to ry  in  our  current transporta tion  contracts. 
A fter the b u ses  w ere  d e l iv e red  an d  b eg an  o p e ra t in g  the A n ch o rag e  Police 
D epartm en t notified m e that these lights were illegal and  school bus  drivers using  
the lights w ou ld  be issued citations (see attached letter).

The A nchorage School District w ou ld  su p p o rt  passage of House Bill 85 if the bill not 
only m andates  installation of w hite  roof m oun ted  strobe lights, b u t  also addresses  
use of the lights. I w ou ld  also like to see an exception m ade on the location of the 
lights tha t are a lready  installed. The A nchorage School District has a lm ost fifty 
buses that have strobe lights m oun ted  in the center of the roof.

Thank you  for the interest that you  have show n in school bus safety issues. If you 
need any additional information feci free to contact m e at 563-3022.

Sincerely,

Steven Kalmes
Director of T ransporta tion  Services



is r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  w i t h o u t  a s t r o b e .

We  h a v e  n o  d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  s t r o b e  in t h e  s t o p  p a d d l e s  i.n 
F a i r b a n k s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  w e r e  t e s t e d  as  p a r t  of a p i l o t  p r o j e c t  
of  t h e  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  Bus S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  p r o v e d  e f f e c t i v e  
t h e r e  as w e l l .  I h a v e  o b s e r v e d  t h e m  on  b u s e s  in t h e  K e n a i  
P e n i n s u l a  a r e a  a n d  f o u n d  t h e  s t r o b e s  t o  b e  a g r e a t  i m p r o v e m e n t  
o v e r  s t a n d a r d  p a d d l e  lights.

Y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  " s a f e t y  c u s h i o n "  a r o u n d  o u r  s c h o o l  
b u s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  u s e  o f  s t r o b e s  is s u p p o r t e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n d u s t r y .  T h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n c r e a s e  in s a f e t y  c e r t a i n l y  w a r r a n t s  t h e  s m a l l  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  
t o  t h e  p r i c e  of a n  e n t i r e  s c h o o l  bus. Y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  r e t r o f i t  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u s e s  in t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  c r e a t e  a n  i m m e d i a t e  i m p a c t  
fo r  a r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  cost. S u c h  a n  a p p r o a c h  is f a r  s u p e r i o r * t o  a 
s l o w  p h a s e - i n  o n  n e w  b u s e s .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s e v e r a l  y e a r  d e l a y  
in e q u i p p i n g  a l l  b u s e s  i n  t h e  state, t h e  e f f o r t  to  r a i s e  p u b l i c  
a w a r e n e s s  w o u l d  b e  d i m i n i s h e d  b y  t h e  l a c k  o f  s t a n d a r d i z e d  
e q u i p m e n t  b e t w e e n  bu s e s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  safe, e f f e c t i v e  p u p i l  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  D o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  if  I c a n  b e  of  a n y  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  y o u r  e f f o r t s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

3 o b  S h e f c h i k
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r
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ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE
M il W (3RD AVENUE 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503 
1907) 379 053b

JUNEAU OFFICE
105 MUNICIPAL WAY SUITF. .302 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 
9071 586-3090

FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE
2118 CUSHMAN STREET 

FAIRBANKS. ALAS IA 99701 
1907) 456-4435

F e b r u a r y  1, 1991

Rep. M i k e  N a v a r r e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Rep. N a v a r r e :

N E A - A l a s k a  a p p r e c i a t e s  a n d  s u p p o r t s  y o u r  d e s i r e  t o  i m p r o v e  s c h o o l  
b u s  s a f ety. It is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  s a f e t y  of o u r  c h i l d r e n  
r e m a i n  p a r a m o u n t  a n d  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  m e e t  t h o s e  
n e e d s .  If w e  c a n  b e  o f  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  know.

S i n c e r e l y ,

D o n  O b e r g  
P r e s i d e n t



A L A S K A  S C H O O L  B U S  S A F E T Y  C O M M I T T E E

February 5, 1991

R e p re s e n t a t i v e  M1ke Navarre  
P.O. Sox V* Room- 515 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear S' irr

The Alaska School 8us S a f e t y  Committee s t r o n g l y  supp or t s  
House 8111 35, an a c t  r e q u i r i n g  school  bus s to p  arms wi th  
a l t e r n a t i n g  red s t r o b o  l i g h t s  and a roo f  mounted whi te  s t r o b e  
l i g h t .  The Sa fe ty  Committee has r es e a r ch ed  and eva lua ted
a s p e c t s  of  both s t r o b e  l i g h t  sys tems and found them very
e f f e c t i v e  1n t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  enhancement of  school  buses dur ing 
A l a s k a ' s  Inclement  wea ther .  A l a s k a ' s  unique and v a r i e d  weather 
c o r d i t l o n s  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  v i s i b i l i t y  of  school  buses dur ing 
t h e i r  most v u l n e r a b l e  p e r io d ,  t h e  loa d ing  and unloading of 
s t u d e n t s ,

I t  i s  a l s o  im pe ra t iv e  t h a t  the  L e g i s l a t u r e  supply the  
funding f o r  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s . C u r r e n t l y ,  school d i s t r i c t s
th r oughout  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  having t h e i r  pupi l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
reimbursement  funds p ro ra te d  by t h e  Department of Educat ion due 
to  funding s h o r t  f a l l s .  The proposed budget  by t h e  Governor 
s u g g e s t s  f u r t h e r  r e d u c t i o n s  in pupi l  t r a n s p o r t e r i o n  
reimbursement  fun ds .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  school  bus o p e r a t o r s  
th roughout  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  s u f f e r i n g  the  e f f e c t s  of e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
high fu e l  c o s t s  with no r e l i e f  from t h e s e  expenses .  I t  would 
be u n f a i r  t o  ask  e i t h e r  th e  D i s t r i c t s  or  8us Opera tor s  to  
s h o u ld e r  t h e  expense f o r  t h e s e  i tems.

TFH/ec
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F e b r u a r y  7, 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  N a v a r r e  

P o u c h  V (MS 3 1 0 0 )

•Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1 R E : H B  85

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N a v a r r e :

I r e g r e t  that T w a s  u n a b l e  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h i s  m o r n i n g ' s  s c h e d u l e d  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  

r e g a r d i n g  H o u s e  B i l l  85: " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to e q u i p m e n t  r e q u i r e d  o n  a s c h o o l  b u s . . . " .

T h e  m a t t e r  o f  a s t a t e w i d e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  r e d  s t r o b e  l i g h t s  o n  s t o p  a r m s  a n d  w h i t e  

s t r o b e  l i g h t s  or. th e  r o o f  o f  b u s e s  h a s  n o t  b e e n  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  the m e m b e r s h i p  o f  

this o r g a n i z a t i o n .  W h i l e  m o s t  w o u l d  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e s e  i t e m s  p r o v i d e  i n c r e a s e d  v i s i ­

b i l i t y  in s o m e  a r e a s  ( s u c h  a s  I i i r b a n k s ) ,  o n e  w o n d e r s  if  t he r e q u i r e m e n t  is n e c e s s a r y  

in a l l  a r e a s ?  M o t  a l l  a r e a s  o f  t he s t a t e  e x p e r i e n c e  ice f o g  c o n d i t i o n s .

O t h e r  v e h i c l e s  ( s u c h  a s  D O T  r o a d  m a i n t e n a n c e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  f u e l  t a n k e r s )  u s e  the 

w h i t e  s t o b e  l i g h t s ,  s o  t h e i r  u se w i l l  n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  t e l l  m o t o r i s t s  t h e r e ' s  a 

s c h o o l  b u s  in t h e  v i c i n i t y .

R e t r o f i t t i n g  a l l  b u s e s  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  b e  a c h a l l e n g e  —  s c h o o l  b u s e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  

e l e c t r i c a l  a n d  v/iring " n i g h t m a r e s " .  T h i s  is n o t  to s a y  it w o u l d  b e  i m p o s s i b l e .

A t  a n y  rate, if  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a d d e d  to AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 1 ^ 4 ( b ) (1) a r e  to b e c o m e  law, 

t h e n  m o s t  d e f i n i t e l y  t he f i s c a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  in Sec. 2 is i m p e r a t i v e !

If the L e g i s l a t u r e  a d d s  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t he s t a t e  m u s t  be  p r e p a r e d  to p a y  f o r  

s a m e .  S c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  s c h o o l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r s  a r e  a l r e a d y  w o r k i n g  

w i t h  s e v e r e  b u d g e t  c o n s t r a i n t s  d u e  to r e d u c t i o n s  in f u n d i n g  a n d  f u e l  c o s t s  w h i c h  

h a v e  s k y - r o c k e t e d  s i n c e  the o n s e t  o f  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f  c r i s i s  l a s t  f a ll.

It w o u l d  be u n r e a s o n a b l e  to e x p e c t  d i s t r i c t "  a n d  c o n t r a c t o r s  to b e a r  t h e  c o s t s  o f  

r e t r o f i t t i n g  w i t h o u t  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  b y  the s t a t e .  A n d  I d o u b t  t h a t  e v e n  the a m o u n t s  

n o t e d  in Sec. 2 w i l l  be  a d e q u a t e  to c o v e r  a l l  the c o s t s  o f  p a r t s  a n d  i n s t a l l a t i o n  

labor. ( T h e r e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a d d i t i o n a l  m a i n t e n a n c e  e x p e n s e s  f o r  t h e s e  i t e ms.)

We  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u  k e e p i n g  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n f o r m e d  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t s  as  H 3  8i 

p r o c e e d s  t h r o u g h  c o m m i t t e e s .  If w e  c a n  p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t i o n s  o r  input, p l e a s e  

let us k n ow.

C o r d i a l l y ,

. a ?  r t f : ,
L o r e t t a  M i s t i e r  

V i c e - p r e s i d e n t

ce: H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e s  o n  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ;

F inanee
Sen. D i c k  S h u l t z ;  Rep .  J o h n n y  G o n z a l e s  

R o m a y n e  K a r e e n ,  P u p i l  T r a n s . ,  D U E
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Revision Date: 2/21/91____________________  Department Affected:
Xjtle: Equipment required on a school BRU: K-12 Support______________

kys______________________________________  Component: Pupil Transportation
Sponsor: Navarre___________________________________________________________
Requestor: House_Transportation________  COMPONENT SERIAL N O . _______

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 92 | FY 93 1 FY 94 1 FY 95 1 F i  96 I FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES 1 I I I
TRAVEL 1 1 1 ! 1 !
CONTRACTUAL 1 1 1 1 1 i
SUPPLIES 1 1 1 1 1 1
EQUIPMENT I I  1 1 | I
LAND & STRUCTURES I I  1 1 1 1
GRANTS. CLAIMS I I  1 1 1 1
MISCELLANEOUS 1 1 1 i
TOTAL OPERATING 173.7 -0- -o- -n- -n- -0- I

CAPITAL I

REVENUE 1 !
FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 173.7 1 -0- -0- -o- -0- 1 -n- 1
FEDERAL FUNDS 1 1 1 1
OTHER 1 1
TOTAL 1

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 1 1 1 1
PART-TIME I I I )
TEMPORARY 1 1 1 1 1

Estimate of current year impact: None
ANALYSIS: (Attacn a separate page if necessary.)
See attached
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This f isca l  note is updated to re f l e c t  revised estimates provided to the 
department by school d is t r ic ts  fo r  the number of Stop Arm Strobes needed 
under HB85.

Roof Mount Strobes: Stoo Arm Strobes:
630 buses X S175 = S110,250 *23 buses X S150 = S63,450
Total estimated FY92 cost: S173,700




