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S e n a t e

S E N A T E  B I L L  9 0

Th is bill w ill a llow  sen io rs who o the rw ise qua lify fo r the longev ity 
bonus to  b e  a b s e n t  from th e  s t a t e  fo r  a pe r io d  up  t h r o u g h  90 
d a y s  (the day a fte r departu re is cons ide red the firs t day o f absence; 
the day be fo re the day o f return is cons ide red the last day of 
absence ) w i th o u t  fo rfe i t ing  a lo n g ev i ty  b o n u s  c h e c k  d u r in g  
t h e  90 d a y  p e r io d .

U nde r e x is tin g law , ( u n l e s s  th e  a b s e n c e  is b e y o n d  a r e c ip ie n t s  
c o n t r o l ) ,  a rec ip ie n t fo rfe its a check if absen t fo r more than 30 but 
less than 60 consecu tive days. If absen t more than 60 but less than 
90 consecu tive days , two checks are fo rfe ited . If more than 90 
consecu tive days , the rec ip ien t is d isqua lif ie d fo r a 12 month period .

O the r causes fo r d isqua lif ica tion are ou tlined in 2AAC 40 .110 (see 
a tta ch ed re g u la tio n s ).



'  2 A A C  *10.090. N O T I C E  A N D  M E A S U R E M E N T  O F  A B ­
S E N C E  F R O M  T H E  S T A T E ,  (a) A r e c i p i e n t  m u s t  no t i fy  t h e  a d m i n ­
i s t r a t o r  be fo re  l e a v i n g  t h e  s t a t e  i f  a n  ab s e n c e  o f  m o r e  t h a n  30 d a y s  is 
p lanned .  A l t e r  a n  a b s e n c e  f rom t h e  s l a t e  w h i c h  ex ce eds  30 da y s ,  t h e  
re c ip i en t  sh a l l  no t i fy  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  w i t h i n  30  d a y s  a f t e r  h i s  r e ­
t u r n  o f  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  o f  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  a n d  r e t u r n .

(1>) F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  sec t ion ,  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  d e p a r t u r e  f rom t h e  
s t a t e  is con s id e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  a b s en ce ;  t h e  d a y  befo re  t h e  d a y  o f  
r e t u r n  is con s id e re d  t h e  l a s t  d a y  o f  a b s en ce .  (EfT. 9/13/81,  R e g i s t e r  79)

Authority: AS <17.15.030
AS 47.15.100(1)

2 A A C  -10.100. I N T E R R U P T I O N  O F  B O N U S E S  T O  UN -  
Q U A L I F I E D  P E R S O N S ,  (a) A  b o n u s  wi ll  not b e  p a i d  fo r  t h e  pe r i od 
d u r i n g  wh i c h  a  r e c i p i e n t  is u n qu a l i f i e d  for a n y  o f  t h e  fo l low ing  r e a ­
sons:

(1) a b s e n c e  f r om t h e  s t a t e  fo r m o r e  t h a n  30  con s e cu t i v e  days ;
(2) c o n f i n em en t  in  a  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  i n s t i t u t i o n  a s  p ro v id ed  in  AS  

47.45 .070,  ex c ep t  a s  p r ov id ed  in  2 AAC  40.010(b);
/  (3) c o n f i n em e n t  i n  a  co r r e c t i on a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  a s  p r ov id ed  in  AS  
47.45 .070;  o r

(4) r e s i d e n c e  in  a  n u r s i n g  h om e  a s  p r ov id ed  in  AS  47.45.070(2) ,  
e x c ep t  a s  p r ov id ed  i n  2 A A C  40.010(b) .
(b) T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  wi l l  s e n d  w r i t t e n  no t i c e  to  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  

w i t h i n  15 d ay s  a f t e r  r e c e i p t  o f  i n f o rm a t i o n  s h ow i n g  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  to  be  
u n qu a l i f i e d .

(c) B o n u s  p a y m e n t s  wi l l  r e s u m e  u p on  r e a p p l i c a t i o n  by  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  
s h ow in g  t h a t  h e  m e e t s  t h e  e l ig i b i l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  t h i s  
c h ap t e r .  (EIT. 9/13/81, R e g i s t e r  79; a m  6/19/85,  R e g i s t e r  95)

A u th o r ity : AS 47.45.030 
AS 47.45.070 
AS 47.45.100(1)

2 A A C  40.110.  C A U S E S  F O R  D I S Q U A L I F I C A T I O N ,  (a) T h e
c omm is s i o n e r  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  wi l l  d i s q u a l i f y  a  r e c i p i e n t  fo r  a  p e r io d  
o f  12 m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  or. w h i c h  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  wou ld  o t h e rw i s e  be  
qua l i f i ed  to re ce iv e  b o nu s e s  i f  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  is a b s e n t  f rom t h e  s t a t e  for 
one  or m o r e  o f  t h e  fo l lowing  per io ds ,  u n l e s s  t h e  c om m i s s i o n e r  o f  a d ­
m i n i s t r a t i o n  d e t e rm i n e s  t h a t  t h e  a b s en c e  w a s  b e yond  con t r o l  o f  t h e  
r ec ip ie n t :

(1) a b s e n c e  f r om t h e  s t a t e  for mo r e  t h a n  90  c o n s e cu t i v e  day s :
(2) i n t e r r u p t e d  a b s e n c e s  f rom t h e  s t a t e  ov e r  a  p e r io d  o f  m o r e  t h a n  

9Q_days w i t h o u t  b e i n g  p r e s e n t  in t h e  s t a t e  for a t  l e a s t  30 conscc i ’- 
t iv c  d av s - b e tw e c n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a b s e n c e  a n d  t h e  l a s t  d a y

2 A AC '10.090 A i .ahka A d m in i.st iiat ivk  Code 2 AAC '10.110 2 AAC 40 .115 A dm in ist iiat ion 2 AAC 4 0 .1 If.

o f  t h e  l a s t  ab s ence ,  e x cep t  t h a t  no a b s en c e  of  30 d ay s  or less will* Ik 
co n s id e re d  in  c a l c u l a t i n g  to ta l  ab sence ;

(3) a b s en c e  f rom th e  s t a t e  for m o r e  t h a n  90 d ay s  in a  12-month
p e r i o d , ex c ep t  t h a t  no  ab s en c e  of  30 d a y s  o r  l es s will he considered 
in c a l c u l a t i n g  t o t a l  abs ence .
(b) In  c om p u t i n g  t h e  per iod o f  a b s e n c e  for poss ib le  disqual if i cat ion 

u n d e r  (a) o f  t h i s  se c t ion ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  wil l  con s id e r  as  beyond the 
r e c i p i e n t ’s con t ro l  t h e  d ay s  d u r i n g  wh i c h  t h e  re c i p i e n t  or his spouse nr 
o t h e r  d e p e n d e n t  vyas ho sp i t a l i ze d  or,  a s  p a r t  « r  a  medical  t r ea tmen t ,  
a dv i s e d  by a  p h y s i c i a n  no t  to t r a v e l .  T h e  r e c i p i e n t  m u s t  documen t  the 
n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  to b e  ex c l uded  f rom t h e  to ta l  pe r iod of  absence by 
ho sp i t a l  bi l ls ,  o t h e r  ho sp i t a l  r e cor ds  o r  h i s  p h y s i c i a n ’s w r i t t e n  s t a t e ­
m e n t .

(c) T h e  c omm i s s i o n e r  o f  a dm i n i s t r a t i o n  wi ll  p e rm a n e n t l y  disqualify 
u  r e c i p i e n t  f r om re c e i v i n g  b onu s e s  i f  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  o b t a i n s  one or more 
bo nu s e s  to wh i c h  h e  is n o t  e n t i t l e d  by

(1) f a i l in g  to no t i fy  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  w i t h i n  30 day s  a f t e r  his 
r e t u r n  o f  h i s  a b s e n c e  f rom t h e  s t a t e  for a  p e r i od  o f  more  t h an  30 
co n secu t i v e  days ;

(2) re c e i v i n g  b o nu s e s  o r  s e n d i n g  ru upp l i c n t i on  s t u b s  w i th  the  a s ­
s i s t a n c e  o f  a  s econd p a r t y  d u r i n g  a  t im e  w h e n  t h e  re c i p i en t  is u n ­
qu a l i f i e d  for a  b onu s ;  o r

(3) m a k i n g  a  k n o w i n g  fal se  s t a t e m e n t  in s u p p o r t  o f  a n ' a p p l i c a ­
t io n  o r  r e a pp l i c a t i o n  for a  bonus .
(d) A  re c i p i e n t  w ho  is d i s qua l i f i e d  u n d e r  (c) o f  t h i s  sect ion shall 

m a k e  r e s t i t u t i o n  to t h e  p r o g r am  for b o nu s  p a y m e n t s  he  received to 
wh ic h  h e  w a s  n o t  e n t i t l e d .  (Eff. 9/13/81,  R e g i s t e r  79; am  6/19/85, Reg­
i s t e r  95)

A u th o r ity : AS 47.45.030 
AS 47.45,040

AS 47.45.070(41 
AS 47.45.100(1)

2 AAC 40.115.  T R A N S I T I O N  R U L E S  R E G A R D I N G  A B ­
S E N C E S .  (a) A r e c i p i e n t  who s e  a b s e n c e  f rom t h e  s t a t e  began before 
J u n e  9, 1985, wil l  n o t  be  d i s qua l i f i e d  u n d e r  2 AAC 4 0 . 1 10(a)(1) or (2i 
u n l e s s  t h e  a b s en c e  exceeds  180 day s .

(b) F o r  t h e  p u rpo s e  o f  c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  12 -mon th  per iod in 2 A A C 
40.110(a)(3) ,  a  re c i p i e n t  wil l  he  d i sq ua l i f i ed  for a b s e n c e  exceeding 181) 
d a y s  d u r i n g  a  12 -mon th  per iod e n d i n g  before  J u n e  9, 1985, or, if the 
r e c i p i e n t  w a s  o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  on J u n e  8, 1985, t h e  12-month period 
e n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  r e c i p i e n t ’s  r e t u r n  to t h e  s t a t e .  A rec ip ien t  will he 
d i s qua l i f i e d  for a b s en c e  exceed ing  90 d a y s  d u r i n g  t h e  12-month period 
b e g i n n i n g  on J u n e  9, 1985, or ,  i f  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  w a s  o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  on 
J u n e  8, 1985, b e g i n n i n g  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  re c ip i en t ' s  r e t u r n  to the 
s t a t e .  (Eff. 6/19/85, R e g i s t e r  95)



2 /\AC 40 .120  A laska A dm in istra t ive  Code 2 AAC 40 .130
Au tho rity : AS 47.45.0.10 

AS 47.45.070(4)
AS 47.45.100(1)

2 AAC 40.120. PROCEDURES FOR DISQUALIFICATION. If
the administrator obtains information tending to show that a recipi­
ent should be disqualified, he will

(1) immediately notify the recipient by certified mail, return re­
ceipt requested

(A) of the reason for the proposed disqualification;
(B) of the duration and effective date of the proposed disqualifi­

cation, which will be no sooner than 30 days after the mailing of 
the notice; and

(C) that within 30 days after the date of mailing of the notice 
the recipient

(i) may submit evidence in writing to show that an absence 
from the state was beyond his control or that for any other 
reason, he should not be disqualified; and

(ii) if evidence is submitted under (i) of this subparagraph,
may request a hearing on the question of the proposed disquali­
fication;

(2) grant a hearing in accordance with 2 AAC 40.070 to a recipi­
ent who requests a hearing and offers evidence to show that he 
should not be disqualified; and

(3) notify the recipient in writing within 30 days after the hear­
ing or after the receipt of the recipient’s evidence if there is no 
hearing

(A) if the recipient is disqualified, of the reasons for and the
effective date and duration of the disqualification, of the steps
necessary for qualification, and of his right to appeal the decision
under AS 47.45.060 within 30 days after the mailing of the notice; or

(B) if the recipient is not disqualified, of the reasons for the 
decision and of his right to receive bonuses withheld as a result of 
the proposed disqualification. (Eff. 9/13/81, Register 79)

Au tho rity : AS 47.45.040 
AS 47.45.050 
AS 47.45.100(1)

2 AAC 40.130. REAPPLICATION FOLLOWING DISQUALI- 
FICATION OR INTERRUPTION OF BENEFITS, (a) A recipient 
whose benefits are interrupted because of an absence from the state of 
more than 30 days must reapply to the administrator within 30 days 
after his return to the state.

(b) A recipient whose benefits are interrupted because of confine­
ment in a mental institution must reapnly to the administrator within 
30 days after his release from confinement.

2  AAC 40 .140 A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 2 AAC 4 0 J  50

(c) A recipient whose benefits were interrupted because of confine­
ment in a correctional institution, must reapply for benefits by provid­
ing the administrator with copy of his release from confinement 
within 30 days after his release from confinement.

(d) If a recipient remains in the state less than 30 days after receipt 
of his first bonus following an absence of more than 30 days, he for­
feits the bonus received. The recipient must return the bonus to the 
administrator, or the administrator will withhold the next bonus for
which the recipient becomes eligible.

(e) A recipient who is disqualified because of an absence described 
in 2 AAC 40.110(a) may qualify for reinstatement by remaining in the 
state continuously for a period of 12 months. The recipient must apply 
in writing for reinstatement of monthly payments upon completion of
the 12-month period.

(f) A recipient whose benefits were interrupted because of residence
in a nursing home must reapply to the administrator within 30 days 
after leaving the nursing home in order to be eligible for a bonus 
during the first month after that change of residence. (Eff. 9/13/81, 
Register 79; am 6/19/85, Register 95)

Au th o rity : AS 47.45.070(2)
AS 47.45.100(1)

I

2 AAC 40.140. FINAL TERMINATION, (a) The administrator 
will discontinue sending bonus payments to a recipient if the adminis­
trator receives notice that the recipient is deceased or has discontin­
ued residency in the state.

(b) A bonus payment issued for a month after the month of the
recipient’s death must be returned to the administrator.

(c) A bonus payment issued for a month after the month during 
which the recipient last resided in the state must be returned to the 
administrator. (EfT. 9/13/81, Register 79)

A u th o rity : AS 47.45.100(1)
AS 47.45.130

2 AAC 40.150. ACCESS TO FILES, (a) The administrator shall, 
upon the request of an applicant or recipient or his legal representa­
tive, and within the time limits prescribed in 6 AAC 95.070, send the 
applicant, recipient, or legal repretentative a copy of the information 
contained in the applicant’s or recipient's file without charge for the
cost of the copy or postage.

(b) Personal information contained in an applicant's or recipient's 
file held by the administrator will not be made available to the public 
without written authorization by the applicant or recipient. (Eff. 
9/13/81, Register 79; am 10/8/82, Register 84)
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F i s c a l  N o te  -  S e n a t e  B i l l  90

T h e  b i l l  e x p a n d s  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  f o r  a l l o w a b l e  a b s e n c e s  f r o m  
A l a s k a  a n d  u n l i k e  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o ,  c o n t i n u e s  p a y m e n t s  f o r  u p  t o  90 

d a y s  w h e n  r e c i p i e n t s  a r e  a b s e n t  f r o m  A l a s k a .  T h i s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  

t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m ' s  e x p e n s e s .

A s s u m p t i o n s :

1. B a s e d  o n  a r e v i e w  o f  t h e  p a s t  e i g h t  m o n t h s  o f  b o n u s  p a y m e n t s ,  
1 . 6 7 %  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  m i s s e d  o n l y  o n e  w a r r a n t ,  .63% m i s s e d  t w o  
w a r r a n t s ,  a n d  . 1 2 %  m i s s e d  t h r e e  w a r r a n t s .  A p p l y i n g  t h e s e  
p e r c e n t a g e s  t o  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0 , 0 0 0  r e c i p i e n t s  y i e l d s  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g :

# R e c i p i e n t s  W a r r a n t s  M i s s e d  C o s t
3 3 4  1 $ 8 3 , 5 0 0
1 2 6  2 $ 6 3 , 0 0 0
24 3 $ 1 8 , 0 0 0

T o t a l  $ 1 6 4 , 5 0 0

2. T h e r e  a r e  p e r h a p s  2 5 0  p o t e n t i a l  r e c i p i e n t s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  
p r o g r a m  u n d e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e y  m a y  c h a n g e  t h e i r  
a b s e n c e s  b e h a v i o r  t o  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  n e w  r u l e s .  A b o u t  o n e - h a l f  o f  
t h e s e  p o t e n t i a l  r e c i p i e n t s  m a y  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  12 p a y m e n t s  t h e  
f i r s t  y e a r .  If so, t h e  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  b e  e x p a n d e d  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

a m o u n t  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r :

# R e c i p i e n t s  W a r r a n t s  M i s s e d  C o s t
124 12 $ 3 7 5 , 0 0 0

T o t a l  $ 3 7 5 , 0 0 0

3. T h e  t o t a l  c o s t  f o r  F Y  '92 is e s t i m a t e d  t o  b e  t h e  s u m  o f  t o t a l s  
f o r  o n e  a n d  t w o  a b o v e ,  $ 5 3 9 , 5 0 0 ,  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  w o u l d  
b e  i n f l a t e d  o v e r  t i m e  b y  a b o u t  5 . 1 %  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  4 . 9 %  t h e  s e c o n d  
y e a r ,  4 . 6 %  t h e  t h i r d  y e a r ,  4 . 1 %  t h e  f o u r t h  y e a r ,  a n d  3 . 6 %  t h e  f i f t h  
y e a r  ( p e r  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  t h e  s e n i o r  p o p u l a t i o n )  .
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E s tim a te  ol c u r r e n t  y e a r  im p a c t: No fiscal impact
A N A LY SIS: (A tta c h  a  s e p a r a te  p a g e  if n e c e s s a ry .)If there is any fiscal impact on the OAA-ALB Hold Harmless program, it will be too small to measure.
P re p a r e d  By:---------- .Ia n A L  H a n s e n .  D i r e c t o r --------------------------------------- P h o n e :--— g o a - o o f r / -----------------
D iv ision : D j & ^ i o n  o f  P u b l i c ^ s s y s t a n c e _________________  Qa te ;  2 / 4 / 9 1 _______________

A p p ro v e d  by  C o m m is s io n e r :  -------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------{ ~ T f~ 1 ~ 7 i
A g e n c y : D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ____________________  D ate : 3 y  M  /  *f

D istribu tion  (by  p r e p a re r ) :  L eg is la tiv e  F in a n c e , L eg isla tiv e  S p o n so r. R e q u e s to r ,  OM B, & Im pacted* A g en c y (ies)

STATE OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. SB90

Revision Date: _______________________________  Department Affected: Health & Social Services
Title: "An Act relating to qualification for BRU: Assistance Payments_____________________a longevity bonus."
S p o n s o r :

R e q u e s to r :

Rodey C o m p o n e n t: _01d Age Assistance - Alaska Longevity ___Bonus Hold Harmless
C O M P O N E N T  S E R IA L  NO.

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)


