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I am requesting the earliest possible hearing for Senate Bill 409, "An Act relating 
to expenditures from the search and rescue fund."

The bill allows the state to recover costs of search and rescue missions if people 
knowingly file a false notice or report. It also addresses those cases where the 
subject of a search not in need of assistance is grossly negligent in failing to report 
their whereabouts after a mission starts.

It is my hope in introducing this bill that a provision in state law addressing these 
situations will act as a deterrent in the future.

Under terms of the bill, violators are faced with repaying the state's Search and 
Rescue Fund. The Attorney General is authorized, at the request of the 
Department of Public Safety, to recover funds.

i
Your favorable consideration of my request is most appreciated.
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*BILL NO: SB 409

TITLE: An Act relating to
expenditures from the search 
and rescue fund

• DATE: February 21, 1992

CONTACT: Lt. Robert Clontz
Alaska State Troopers 
465-4322
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This legislation will enable the Attorney General, upon request from the Commissioner 
of the Department of Public Safety, to seek to recover funds that are expended on search 
and rescue missions when that mission was initiated based on false information. The 
funds would be recovered from the person who knowingly gave false notice or 
knowingly filed a false report. Recovery of funds could also be sought from the person 
who was the subject of a search, if the person’s actions giving rise to the search 
demonstrated a grossly negligent failure to perceive that a search would be mounted and 
funds expended. This bill will lessen the chance that the state would expend scarce 
funds on searches that do not need to be conducted and will put the burden of payment 
on that person that caused a needless search or rescue to be initiated.

The Department of Public Safety supports this bill.

Richard L. Burton 
Commissioner
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TITLE: An Act relating to CONTACT: Lt. Robert Clontz
expenditures from the search Alaska State Troopers
and rescue fund 465-4322

This legislation will enable the Attorney General, upon request from the Commissioner 
of the Department of Public Safety, to seek to recover funds that are expended on search 
and rescue missions when that mission was initiated based on false information. The 
funds would be recovered from the person who knowingly gave false notice or 
knowingly filed a false report. Recovery of funds could also be sought from the person 
who was the subject of a search, if the person’s actions giving rise to the search 
demonstrated a grossly negligent failure to perceive that a search would be mounted and 
funds expended. This bill will lessen the chance that the state would expend scarce 
funds on searches that do not need to be conducted and will put the burden of payment 
on that person that caused a needless search or rescue to be initiated.

The Department of Public Safety supports this bill.

Richard L. Burton 
Commissioner
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Senate Bill 409 Sectional Analysis

Section 1

This section adds a new subsection to AS 18.60.

Under terms of this section the Attorney General may seek to recover 
expenditures from the Search and Rescue Fund at the request of the 
Comm issioner of the Department of Public Safety in the fo llow ing two 
cases:

-When a person know ingly gives false notice or files a fa lse report.

-When an individual, who is not in need of such assistance, is 
grossly negligent in fa iling to report the ir whereabouts a fte r a 
search and rescue mission starts.

Section 2

This section specifies that applica tion of this act perta ins to 
notifications given under AS 18.60.120, dealing with search and rescue 
missions, and AS.160.150, reports of mysterious disappearances or 
separation from companions.


