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I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s c h e d u l i n g  t h e  a b o v e  r e f e r e n c e d  b i l l  for 
a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  a t  y o u r  
e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  c o n v e n i e n c e .

A s  v i c e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  l a s t  session,  
I k n o w  y o u  are v e r y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  a r e  v e r y  
m u c h  a w a r e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it h a s  b e e n  a p r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  
c o a l i t i o n  of l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  g r o u p s  f o r  s e v e r a l  years.

It  w o u l d  b e  m y  d e s i r e  t h a t  t h e  S e n a t e  t a k e  a l e a d  o n  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  p a s s  it o v e r  to  t h e  o t h e r  body, e a r l y  in t h e  
S e s s i o n .

F o r  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  S e n a t e  Bi l l  17 is i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  
J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  l a s t  
year.

Y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .

P A F / s g n
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Alaska Association Chiefs of Police
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January 28, 1991

Alaska State Legislature 

P. 0. B o x  V  ( M S  3 100)

Juneau, A K  99811

Dea' Senator Fisher

O n  behalf of the Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police I want to 

express our whole hearted support for Senate Bill 17. The ability to 

Fingerprint juveniles would be an important law enforcement tool.

W e  k n o w  that the majority of property offenses are committed by 

juveniles Senate Bill 17 would help apprehend juveniles while still 

young in an effort to correct their behavior before they b e come adult 

career criminals.

If w e  can do anything to assist you in the passage of this bill, please 
contact me.

S incere ly ,

D ua/v b. »..dland 
P re s id e n t



   .  puu^jr, a H im  aeea not m eet tfie
custom er’s dem and to re so lve  a com plaint.

□ Company won't budge? Haunted by a question or 
complaint? Write the Troubleshooter, P.O. Box 149001, 
Anchorage, 99514-9001, or call 257-4343. Please include 
work and home phone numbers and photocopies of 
correspondence. Individual answers are not possible due to 
volume. Published letters will be edited.

senate committee delays
T h e  Associated Press

JUNEAU — A Senate  com m ittee 
vote on le g is la t io n  that w ou ld  ban  f la g  
desecration  in  A la sk a  w a s postponed 
T h u rsd ay  because of a ju d g e ’s ru lin g  
th a t the  new  federa l f lag -d e sec ra tio n  
la w  w a s  unconstitu tiona l.

The Senate Ju d ic ia ry  Com m ittee had 
p lanned  to approve the f la g  b i l l  and

send it  on it s  • 
B u t the comrr 
J a n  Fa iK s. sa r . 
look  at the ne 

" I  don’t thir. 
ju s t  fo r politico 
so m e th in g  the 
F a ik s .  R-Ancn- 

D istr ic t Juo

Ky\cWoPolice arrest suspect in Safeway stabbing
By MARILEE E N G E
Daily N e w s  reporter

Anchorage po lice  on T hu rsd ay  arrested  a 
man suspected  o f s ta b b in g  two Sa few ay  
em ployees e a r lie r  th is  w eek  a fte r  id en tify ­
in g  h im  th rough  the s ta te ’s fin gerp rin t 
computer.

M ike T roy W hite , 27, w a s  charged w ith  
a ttem p ted  m u rd e r  a n d  tw o  co u n ts of 
first-degree a s s a u lt  fo r th e  M onday m orning 
stabb in g s. He w a s  booked in to  Cook In let 
P re -T ria l F a c i l i t y  on $100 ,000 h a il.

Em p loyees o f the U n iv e rs ity  Center S a fe ­
w ay  store saw  a  m an sh o p lift  some c iga ­
rettes about 6 a .m . M onday, police sa id . 
When D onald  T om lin son  and  D ustin  Prince 
tried to stop  the m an  a t the door, he pu lled

a h u n tin g  k n ife  and  stabbed  them .
T om lin son  w a s  k n ife d  in  the back and 

u nderw en t su rg e ry  at Prov idence H o sp ita l. 
He w a s in  s ta b le  cond ition  there on T hu rs­
day . F r ic e  w a s trea ted  for a leg wound and 
re leased .

In v e st ig a to r s  took a f in ge rp rin t from  the 
scene, ran  i t  th rough  the computer and came 
up w ith  W h ite ’s  n am e . Then they pu lled  a 
photograph  of h im  from  sta te  records and 
show ed a photo lin e -u p  to w itn e sse s , who 
id en tif ie d  h im , s a id  po lice  spokesm an Sg t. 
W alt M onegan.

T h u rsd ay , po lice  found White at the E a g le  
C rest, a m en ’s h a lf -w a y  house and residence 
hotel on N in th  A venue . They surrounded the 
b u ild in g  and arre sted  h im  in sid e  about 6 
p .m .
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BILL NO: SB 17 DATE: January 28, 1991

T I T L E :  An Act Relating to the 
Fingerprinting of Minors

CONTACT: Gayle A. Moretski
Deputy Commissioner

This bill would allow the fingerprinting of juveniles age 14 and older 
who are arrested for criminal offenses. The fingerprints would be taken 
for comparison with latent (crime scene) prints contained In the Alaska 
Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AAFIS).

This bill should have a positive Impact on the ability of police to solve 
cases Involving juvenile offenders. Over 407. of all persons arrested for 
theft and burglary offenses are juveniles (see attached chart). 
Fingerprint evidence is frequently found at crime scenes, but is not 
matched to any suspect because juveniles are not fingerprinted. A large 
number of theft and burglary offenses are "cleared" when adults are 
arrested and their fingerprints matched to latents from crimes committed 
when the offender was a juvenile. AAFIS records indicate that 227. of the 
crime scene prints identified by the system since 1985 have been from 
first-time adult arrests which matched latent prints taken from the 
scenes of crimes committed when the offender was a juvenile. See 
attached graph. Had these persons been fingerprinted as juvenile 
offenders they could have been identified, solving additional cases, and 
enabling the court to consider the offender's complete conduct when 
deciding the disposition of a case.

The Department of Public Safety supports SB 17.

Commissioner



JUVENILE ARRESTS*

MAJOR FELONIES** 

Total Arrests 

Juveniles

BURGLARY 

Total Arrests 

Juveniles

LARCENY 

Total Arrests 

Juveniles

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 

Total Arrests 

Juveniles

1987 % 1988

990 1100

96 9.7% 97

1041 960

475 46.0% 509

4934 4398

1754 36.0% 1624

331 481

166 50.0% 214

2090

9%

1004

49% 527 52.5%

4487

37% 1761 39.2%

512

44% 272 53.0%

% 1989 %

*Data obtained from the 24 agencies submitting UCR figures to DPS.
**Major Felonies = Combined figures for Murder, Manslaughter, Rape, Robbery 

and Aggravated Assault.



ALASKA AUTOMATED FINGERPRINT IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM
(AAFIS)

JUVENILE LATENT IDENTIFICATIONS 1985 - 1990

B U R G L A R Y  71

H O M I C I D E

O T H E R S  7 

D R U G S  8

R O B B E R Y  1

T H E F T  2 8

LATENT IDENTIFIED BY SEARCHING A FIRST TIME ARREST CARD AGAINST THE UNSOL VED 
LATENT DATA BASE. (CRIME WAS COMMITTED WHEN THE PERPETRATOR WAS A JUVENILE.)


