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March 20, 1987

Members of the Alaska Legislature
Pouch V

Juneau, Ak. 99811

Honorab le Members:

The Alaska Zoo woula be honored to accept the designation
of our Marmot as the Senior Hoary Marmot, the Official
State Marmot ... for the State of Alaska.

We would apﬁreciatq the advice of the Legislature, should
they pass this legislation.

Sincerelv.

Uonna Rychetnik
President

4731 O'Malley Road, Anchorage. Alaska 99516



A laska State Legislature

Senator Curt Menard

While In ALASKA MARMOT DAY
Session:

Mﬂ;hﬁzgk After the long days of winter when thoughts turn
%éﬂ to the coming of spring, let"s say around Februar®

2nd, Americans turn to the venerable weatherman, the

(907)465-2679 _ ey " |
groundhog, to share his insights on winter and spring.

Interim:
165 E. Parks And that means that here in the Great Land, Alaskans
Highway have long had to rely on Outsiders to forecast our
Wasllla, Alaska climatic future.
99687

(907)373-2878 Since we are different, since we are unique, for
Alaskan winters we need our own local prognosticator -

Senate Fellow Legislators, we need our own Marmot Day.

District
E Who could be better qualified to advise Alaskans on

lengthy winters but our own native Hoary Marmot?

While it is true a few carpetbagging groundhogs have
jumped the border and come in around Northway, we
should endorse our own Alaskan weatherman, and for
that, | respectfully suggest, the Hoary Marmot who
ranges from Ketchikan to Anaktuvuk Pass, who with his
cousin the Arctic Marmot covers virtually the entire
State of Alaska, 1is best suited.

In Alaska we should recognize February 2nd as Marmot
Day, and stop the continued gawking at Lower 48
Groundhogs; we need to promote our Alaska Hire Policy
right down to the last Marmot. It"s time to retire
Punxsutawney Phil of Pennsylvania and rely on Smoke
Alarm, presently chief Marmot at the Zoo in Anchorage.

Legislative Colleagues - | propose that the senior
Hoary Marmot housed at the Alaska Zoo, now known by
the name of Smoke Alarm, be recognized as the Official
State Marmot, and that his successors continue to be
so honored into perpetuity.

Consider the publicity for our fine Zoo, think of
Alaskan schoolchildren celebrating February 2nd as
Marmot Day, and look forward to Alaskans everywhere
awaiting the judgement of our own venerable senior
Hoary Marmot on the evening news.

For the aforementioned reasons and in accordance with
solid Alaskan common sense, 1 urge your swift

consideration and support in establishing Alaska WE SUPPORT
Marmot Day. Thaitk~du and warm regards,
Curt Menard MADE IN

ALASKA
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Alaska Department of Fish and Game

W ild life Notebook Series

The hoary marmot (Marmota caligata), the Alaska marmot (Marmota broweri), and the woodchuck (Marmota
monax) are the three species of marmots that live in Alaska. The hoary marmot can be found at the bases of active
talus slopes in the mountains of central, southeastern, and southwestern Alaska. It also occurs down to sea level
along some areas of the coast. The Alaska marmot lives in similar talus habitat throughout much of the Brooks Range,
and the woodchuck digs its dens in loess (wind-deposited) soils along river valleys in the dry lowlands of eastcentral
Alaska.

General Description: Large relatives of the squirrel, the hoary and closely related Alaska marmots occurring in the
State weigh 10 pounds or more and may exceed 24 inches in total length. The woodchuck weighs between 2 and 6
pounds and can measure up to 20 inches long. The animals attain their maximum weight in late summer, when they
accumulate thick layers of fat which will sustain them through winter hibernation. Body shape is similar in all three
species: head short and broad, legs short, ears small, body thickset, tail densely furred, and front paws clawed for
digging burrows. Hoary and Alaska marmots are predominantly gray, with a darker lower back and face and a dark,
reddish tail. The hoary marmot has a white patch above its nose and usually has dark brown feet, giving it the Latin
name caligata, meaning "booted." The Alaska marmot does not have a white face patch, its feet may be light or
dark, and its fur is much softer than the stiff fur of the hoary marmot. A uniform reddish brown, the woodchuck has
an unmarked brown face. The name woodchuck originated as "wuchuk," a Cree Indian word used to describe a
number of similar-sized animals, and does not describe characteristics of the woodchuck's behavior or habitat
preference.

History: In Alaska, all marmots mate in April or May, About a month later, two to six young are born hairless and
blind. The young disperse 2 months after birth and may breed for the first time when they are 2 or 3 years old. Mar-
mots may live to be 5 years old or more. They feed on grasses, flowering plants, berries, roots, mosses, and lichens.

Hoary and Alaska marmots make their summer homes on the bases of active talus slopes, where the rocks protect
them from predators and provide lookout stations. Woodchuck dens may be up to 30 feet long, are dug in the loess
soils of river valleys in Interior Alaska, and end with a chamber containing a large grass nest. Most marmot dens have
a main entrance with a mound of dirt near the hole and a number of concealed entrances. Marmots are social
animals. Although each family has a separate burrow, these burrows are located near each other, forming a colony.



BPE

True hibernators, marmots enter a state of torpor in winter, all bodily functions are reduced. Hoary marmots and
woodchucks hibernate alone in the same burrow in which they spend the summer. To protect themselves from the
cold, they plug the tunnel leading to the nest chamber with a dirt, vegetation, and feces mixture. They emerge from
their winter hibernation in April or early May to find food and mates. Adapted to the harsher winter climate of the
Brooks Range, Alaska marmots create a special winter den, which has a single entrance and is characteristically
located on an exposed ridge that becomes snow-free early in spring, The entrance is plugged after all colony
members are inside, and no animals can leave until the plug thaws in early May. Consequently, Alaska marmots
mate before they emerge from their winter den. These winter dens are relatively permanent for each colony, and
some are used for more than 20 years. Because hibernation begins in September, most marmots in Alaska spend
two-thirds of each year locked in their winter dens.

Marmots are most active in early morning and late afternoon, although they may leave their burrows during other
daylight hours. Marmots need wind to control mosquito levels and rarely ventuie out on calm days. The Alaska mar-
mot marks its territory by rubbing secretions from its face glands on rocks and along trails. The hoary marmot pro-
bably marks its territory in the same way.

The pelt colors of marmots help them blend with the lichen-covered rocks or rusty-brown soil of their surroundings.
Nevertheless, marmots remain very wary and alert for predators including eagles, foxes, coyotes, wolves, and bears.
When the Alaska marmot is alarmed, it produces a slurred, low-pitched warning call. The alarm call of both hoary
marmot and the woodchuck is a loud whistle. They also hiss, squeal, growl, and yip. In areas where marmots are
hunted by humans, they have learned to remain quiet when humans approach. Good climbers and swimmers,
woodchucks may also take to trees or water to avoid predators.

Marmots often secondarily benefit other animals and plants. Abandoned marmot holes can become homes for small
mammals. In moderation, their digging and defecation loosen, aerate, and improve the soil. Alaska Natives have
long relished marmot meat and have used its thick coat for warm clothing. Although these wary animals are difficult
to approach closely, persistent observers are rewarded by the fascinating sight of a marmot community.

Catherine Curby
1982
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as Phil fails
to see shadow"
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Assomated Press
PUNXSUTAWNEY - Punxsu-;.
tawney Phil, America’'s premier -

groundhog, emerged from his bur-'
row today and indicated in
“unmistakable groundhogese",
that he had failed to spot his
shadow, a sure sign spring is just i
around the corner, according to 91
Phil’s followers. .
' "He stood proud, tall, and con- f j
fident. surveyed the throng of jjj
loyal followers, peered skyward :>|

toward the east, and then fixed his -f
eyes groundward." said county/ |
Judge Edwin Snyder. He is a;

member of the exclusive Punxsu- *\J

[

r- -v See Spring, Page 12 »

0O nNn w ay,

P hil sa Y s <
V.V "»e / i A

» Continued from Page 1 ?

tawney Groundhog Club Inner Cir-,
cle, which each year decides in

advance whether Phil will "see",
his shadow., f\
Snyder said Phil "turned to Il

¢

Groundhog President Jim Means,
and signaled to him in unmistak-yV
able groundhogese, ‘There is no P

shadow today.”” ¢
A & f' . < NN
« The squirming, 10-ppund; v
woodchuck was pulled from his..jE
man-made burrow atop Gobbler’s
Knob at sunrise, 7:27 a.m. Means
held the groundhog up to his ear to
bear the once-a-year prediction,
then lifted him toward Snyder. i1

' The approximately 1,500 people/"
who, had gathered under cloudy/
skies and in light rain cheered as *

Phil’s forecast was announced.; ,v .Ir

.VF “I've always wanted to come to
this event ever since | was a kid,"
said Peter Teicher, 49, of Los
Angeles, “i'm really excited. |
couldn’t sleep last night. It's ,a
real thrill”’- ' - < w

Other prognosticating ground-
hogs around the country followed
Phil’s lead and also failed to see

:LegendrHas it that if the
famous groundhog sees hisl
shadow when he emerges from his
bungalow .at sunrise on Feb. 2,
there will be six more weeks of
winter. If he doesn't, spring sup-
= posedly is just around the comer.

‘fYou know'and'l know that
mFeb.-2is too darn early to expect.
spring to come,”,said Tim Clark/
- executive ;editor of “The Old
.Farmer'sAlmanac.”

But the two-legged variety 5f
weather forecasters still are curi-

ous about what Phi! hasjo say. on
Groundhog Day. -«

/ ‘1 definitely do watcli to see
mwhat he does. | didnT say | believe
'it. | say | watch it!!" said Albert
Peterlin, a hydrologist for the
National Weather Service in Har-

<- Phil's handler,

272271

“This has a little bit of his-
tory and fact,” he said. “ Animals
respond to temperature and envi-
ronment as it occurs.”

Before today, Phil had pre-
dicted an early spring only nine
times since 1837, when German-
born farmers initiated the yearly
event in this small western Penn-,
sylvania town.

The farmers borrowed from
the legend of Candlemas, a Chris-
tian holiday celebrating the first
‘time the infant Jesus was taken to
the temple. An old Scottish couplet

claims, “If Candlemas be fair,
there’ll be two winters in the
year." -

Groundhogs, part of the rodent
family, usually hibernate by
December and stay underground
until April or so, but sometimes
venture out early if the weather is
mild.,.

“Phil's never been wrong,”
boasted Means, 66.
- The 14 local businessmen who
comprise the Inner Circle decide
well in advance what Phil’s fore-
cast will be. Group members
stage several rehearsals before
Groundhog Day, when they don
top hats and tails for the event.
Bud Dunkel,
sported a fake fur hat resembling
a groundhog. - >

Every other day of the year,-
Phil lives at his heated, air-condi-
tioned hutch at the local library
with two other groundhogs, Phi-
lomena and Barney. .

As far as “The OIld Farmer’s
Almanac" is concerned. February

V'~at least around Punxsutawney

— will be extremely cold and
snowy followed by similar
weather in early March.

.The National Weather Service
is calling for a warmer than usual

eFebruary, but a colder than usual

March and April.

“1f I were to give you the sci-
entific point of view, | think it

. would be cold for the rest of this

winter." said meteorologist Victor
Nouhan. “Of course, that’s worth
agrain ofsalt." j .

Groundhog Octorara Orphie
also saw no shadow in central
Pennsylvania’s Quarryville. And
eneither did West Virginia’s Con-
cord .Charlie. ’

r .Y

1
|



Here’s the truth about groundhogs

y. DEBBIE MCKINNEY
Darly Mews reporter
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