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ELY & HAVELOCK
608 WES7 FOURTH AVFNUE, SUITE 21

ROBERT C ELV ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501
IOHN E. HAVELOCK

M a r c h  6, 19 9 1

Rep. M.A. M i l l e r  a n d  
J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

R E 1 H C R  No. 7; B i l l  of R i g h t s  B i c e n t e n n i a l  

D e a r  F r i e n d s ,

O n e  r e p o r t  a f t e r  a n o t h e r ,  c o n f i r m i n g  t h e  c r i s i s  in A m e r i c a n  
e d u c a t i o n ,  h a s  s t r e s s e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  role, in t h e  s u c c e s s  of 
t h e  A m e r i c a n  e n t e r p r i s e ,  of i n s t r u c t i o n  in c i v i c s .  T h e  
t h r e a t  p o s e d  t o  o u r  f u t u r e  b y  t h e  f a i l u r e  of n e w  g e n e r a t i o n s  
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  f u n d i m e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e s  is grave.

I w o u l d  h o p e  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  B i l l  of 
R i g h t s  is a l r e a d y  u n d e r w a y  i n  all o u r  s c h o o l s ,  f o r  e v e r y  
class, e v e r y  year. H o w e v e r ,  t h e  b i c e n t e n n i a l  y e a r  p o s e s  a 
s p e c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e m i n d  all, y o u n g  a n d  old, of t h e  
c e n t r a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  c o n c e p t  of i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t s  t o  o u r  
d e m o c r a c y .

T o o  m a n y  A m e r i c a n s  e q u a t e  d e m o c r a c y  o n l y  w i t h  m a j o r i t y  rule, 
y e t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e p u b l i c  w a s  f o u n d e d  on  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  
m i n o r i t i e s  of o p i n i o n  a n d  i n t e r e s t  w i t h i n  a m a j o r i t y  m u s t  
h a v e  t h e i r  r i g h t s  r e s p e c t e d  as a r e s t r a i n t  o n  m a j o r i t a r i a n  
a b s o l u t i s m .  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m  a n d  t h e  B i l l  of R i g h t s  are 
t h e  p r i m e  v i r t u e s  of  t h e  A m e r i c a n  system.

I u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  H C R  7.
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