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REPRESENTATIVE B ILL HUDSON
P.O. BOX V  

J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  
0 9 8 1 1

(907)-+C35-374-4- o r  4 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  P a t  Rodey,
C h a i r
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Rodey:

H C R  10, " D e c l a r i n g  J u n e  2 - 8 t o  b e  A l a s k a  G a r d e n  W e e k , "  w a s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  o n  A p r i l  17, 
1991, a f t e r  p a s s i n g  t h e  H o u s e  w i t h  n o  o p p o s i t i o n  o n  M o n d a y ,  
A p r i l  15.

F o r  y o u r  c o n v e n i e n t  r e f e r e n c e ,  I a m  e n c l o s i n g  a c o p y  of H C R  
1 0 , t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a p r i n t  o u t  of  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i v i t y  f r o m  
B ASIS. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  I a m  a t t a c h i n g  a c o p y  of  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
p a p e r  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n­
s i o n  S e r v i c e .

H C R  10 s e e k s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  w e e k  of  J u n e  2 - 8 as  A l a s k a  
G a r d e n  W eek. T h i s  d a t e  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G a r d e n  
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  g a r d e n  week.

W h i l e  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  h a s  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  f i s c a l  impact, t h e  
g a r d e n i n g  e f f o r t s  in A l a s k a  r e s u l t  in a n  a p p r o x i m a t e  20 
m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  b u s i n e s s  in o u r  state.

G a r d e n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n s t i l l  a h e i g h t e n e d  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  g r o u n d  w a t e r  flow, c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  p o l l u t i o n  
c o n t r o l ,  a n d  n a t u r e  in  g e n e r a l .

W h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  b e a u t y  a n d  t h u s  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  t o u r i s m  e f f o r t s  
in A l a s k a ,  it a l s o  f o s t e r s  a n d  p r e s e r v e s  a s p i r i t  o f  i n d e p e n­
d e n c e  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  i n i t i a t i v e ,  r e s u l t i n g  in a g r e a t e r  
r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  c a r e  o f  o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  
p r o m o t e s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  s t a t e  pr i d e .



Y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to  s c h e d u l e  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  f o r  a 
h e a r i n g  in t h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  
p o s s i b l e  d a t e  w i l l  b e  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d .  I f  y o u  h a v e  
q u e s t i o n s  o r  n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  m e  o r  m y  
staff, L a n d a  Holt a n ,  at 3744.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

B H : l h



C O O P E R A T I V E  E X T E N S I O N  S E R V I C E
{ Jnivkksity OF A laska F aĤBAN'KS

9112 Mendenhall Mall Road 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-7112 

(907)586-7102

C O M M E N T S  ON HCR//10 
A L A S K A  G A R D E N  WEEK JUNE 2-6

A l a s k a ' s  e a r l i e s t  p i o n e e r s  d i s c o v e r e d  that our u n i q u e  A l a s k a  c l i m a t e  was 
e x c e l l e n t  for g r o w i n g  many v e g e t a b l e s  and flowers. A h e r i t a g e  of g a r d e n i n g  
nas p a s s e d  from our p i o n e e r s  to t o d a y ' s  u r b a n  and r u ral r e s i d e n t s .  N a m i n g  the 
week of J u n e  2-8, Ala s k a  G a r d e n  We e k  is in k e e p i n g  with that e a r l i e s t  p i o n e e r  
tradition.

Ac r o s s  the state, m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  will be spent to b e g i n  u e a u t i f y i n g  
nomes, D u s i n e s s e s ,  towns, arid citi e s .  H o m e  g a r d e n i n g  is s e c o n d  to stamp 
c o l l e c t i n g  as A m e r i c a n s  f a v o r i t e  hobby. The g r e e n h o u s e  i n d u s t r y  in A l a s k a  is 
its l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  sector. The vast m a j o r i t y  of the y r e e n h o u s e  
b u s i n e s s  i n v o l v e s  the p r o p a g a t i o n  of flowers, trees, shruos, and v e g e t a b l e s  to 
be p l a n t e d  oy no m e  g a r d e n e r s .  Cut f l o w e r s  and fl o w e r  b a s k e t s  for h o m e  and 
office b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  m a k e  up a n o t h e r  large part of the indus t r y .

A l a s k a n ' s  are p r o u d  of their gar d e n s .  C i t i e s  are j u s t i f a b l y  p r o u d  of their 
parks, g r e e n b e l t s ,  h a n g i n g  b a skets, fl o w e r  b o x e s  and o a r r e l l s .  W h i l e  I 
su p port HCR it Id, I would urge this c o m m i t t e e  c r e a t e  a s t a t u t e  to c r e a t e  a 
p e r m a n e n t  A l a s k a  G a r d e n  W e e k  the f i rst week of J u n e  e a c h  year.

A l a s k a  g a r d e n e r s  are a h a r d y  Dreed. They are as p e r s e v e r i n g  as those who 
car v e d  h omes and c i t i e s  out of w i l d e r n e s s .  C r e a t i n g  a p e r m e n a n t  s p e c i a l  week 
to c o m m o r a t e  these hardy i n d i v i d u a l s  is f i t t i n g  and a p p r o p r i a t e .

C O M M E N T S  S U B M I T T E D  BY J i m  D o u g l a s  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  and Y o u t h  A g e n t
C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e  
9112 M e n d e n h a l l  Mall Rd 
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 0 1
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