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person seeking public assistance."
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B R U :  P u b l i c  A s s i s t a n c e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

o f  H & S S  t o  p r o v i d e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n f o . C o m p o n e n t :  E l i g i b i l i t y  D e t e r m i n a t i o n
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C O M P O N E N T  S E R I A L  N O .

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98

PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0

TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0

CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0

EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0

LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0

GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0

MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0

FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0

OTHER
FUND SOURCE:

0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEMPORARY: 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year irnoact:

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) Distribution and processing voter registration forms in Division of Public 
Assistance offices will have a workload impact. It increases administrative complexity by adding an additional process and 
responsibility of unrelated work. Time required would impinge on an already excessive workload. This is a group that currently 
work overtime and has a backlog of applications and cases; adding this voter registiation work results in either fewer public 
assistance services or higher error rates.________________________________________________________________________________
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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

I a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  h e a r i n g  C S H B  463 (State 
A f f a i r s ) .

C S H B  463, " r e q u i r e s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
to  p r o v i d e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  
p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e . "

A c c o r d i n g  t o  U.S. C e n s u s  e i g h t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  A m e r i c a n s  w h o  
a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  to v o t e  v o t e d  i n  t h e  1988 e l e c t i o n ,  b u t  m o r e  t h a n  
70 m i l l i o n  e l i g i b l e  A m e r i c a n s  a r e  n o t  r e g i s t e r e d .

A l a s k a  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l a w s  a r e  f o u n d  in t h e  e l e c t i o n  c o d e  
(AS 15.07). T h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  p r o v i d e  f o r  m a i l - i n  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  
A l so, t h e y  a u t h o r i z e  a f o r m  of  " m o t o r -”ote r "  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  b u t  
t h e r e  is n o  o t h e r  a g e n c y - b a s e d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o g r a m .  A l l  
e m p l o y e e s  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  w h o  w o r k  a t  t h e
w i n d o w s  i s s u i n g  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e s  a r e  a l s o  d e p u t i z e d  r e g i s t r a r s  
o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of e l e c t i o n s .  T h e r e  a r e  s i g n s  in t h e  b u i l d i n g  
n o t i f y i n g  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e s  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  a l s o  
r e g i s t e r  t o  v o t e  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e s .

C S H B  463 set u p  a s i m i l a r  p r o g r a m  a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .  S t u d i e s  s h o w  t h a t  all c i t i z e n s  g a i n  f r o m  t h e  
i n c r e a s e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  r e g i s t e r  w h e n  a v a r i e t y  o f  a g e n c i e s  
h a v e  t h i s  s e r v i c e .  In  s o m e  states, p e o p l e  m a y  r e g i s t e r  at
l i b r a r i e s  w h e n  t h e y  a p p l y  f o r  d e e r  h u n t i n g  l i c e n s e s ,  o r  c o m p l e t e  
m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  forms. P r o p o r t i o n a t e l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  l o w - i n c o m e  
c i t i z e n s  h a v e  t h e  m o s t  t o  g a i n  f r o m  a g e n c y - b a s e d  v o t e r
r e g i s t r a t i o n .  T h e s e  g r o u p s  are m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  v i s i t  p l a c e s  s u c h
a s  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  o f f i c e s ,  w h e r e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  e f f o r t s  c a n  b e  
m o s t  e f f e c t i v e .  T h i s  d e m o g r a p h i c  g r o u p  is a l s o  a m o n g  t h e  l e a s t  
l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  u t i l i z e d  m o t o r - v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n .

T h e  b o t t o m  l i n e  is t h a t  r e g i s t e r i n g  t o  v o t e  s h o u l d  b e  as 
c o n v e n i e n t  as p o s s i b l e  f o r  o u r  c i t i z e n s .  W e  m u s t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  
t h e  p u r p o s e  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  is n o t  t o  t e s t  t h e  f o r t i t u d e  
a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  v o t e r ,  b u t  t o  d i s c e r n  t h e  w i l l  of t h e  
m aj o r i t y .

V o t i n g  is a f u n d a m e n t a l  ri g h t .  L e t s  d o  o u r  p a r t  in m a k i n g  t h e  
p r o c e s s  e a s i e r  f o r  all.
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t y e  D a v i s  

P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Davis:

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  s u p p o r t  of  H o u s e  B i l l  463, " A n  A c t  
r e q u i r i n g  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  to p r o v i d e  
v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  to a p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  p u b l i c  
a s s i s t a n c e ."

T h e  p r e m i s e  f r o m  w h i c h  th i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is b a s e d  is i n n o v a t i v e ,  
b u t  g r o u n d e d  i n  t h e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  e x e r c i s e  
t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  v o t e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  e v e r y  A l a s k a n  d e s e r v e s  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c c e s s  t h e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  A n y  w a y  w e  
c a n  h e l p  t a k e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t o  the p e o p l e  is a p o s i t i v e  s t e p  
t o w a r d s  e n c o u r a g i n g  all A l a s k a n s  to t a k e  p r i d e  in t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  
v o i c e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  at t h e  b a l l o t  box.

I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  y o u r  p r o p o s a l  is s i m i l a r  to t h e  M o t o r  V o t e r  
c o n c e p t  w h e r e  A l a s k a n s  c a n  o b t a i n  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m s  a t  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  of M o t o r  V e h i c l e s .  I h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  t h i s  p r o g r a m  a n d  
I s u p p o r t  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e a c h  y e t  a n o t h e r  g r o u p  o f  
A l a s k a n s ;  t h o s e  w h o  p r e s e n t l y  n e e d  t o  a p p l y  f o r  s e r v i c e s  
a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
a n d  m a y  n o t  o w n  a c a r  o r  w h o  o t h e r w i s e  m i g h t  n o t  r e a l i z e  h o w  e a s y  
it is to r e g i s t e r  t o  vote.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i s ,  I h o p e  y o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  in t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
w i l l  j o i n  m e  i n  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  s u p p o r t i n g  y o u r  e n d e a v o r .  If 
y o u  h a v e  a n y  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  if I c a n  b e  of a s s i s t a n c e  in 
a n y  wa y ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  to call.

S U P P O R T  —  V T .
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t y e  D a v i s  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Davis:

T h e  D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s  w o u l d  l i k e  to e x p r e s s  its s u p p o r t  o f  
H o u s e  B i l l  463, " A n  A c t  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  to p r o v i d e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a 
p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e . "

It is e n c o u r a g i n g  to  s e e  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g i v e n  th i s  i n n o v a t i v e  
c o n c e p t .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  w h e n  p a s s e d ,  w o u l d  e n a b l e  t h o s e  
A l a s k a n s  w h o  f o r  o n e  r e a s o n  or a n o t h e r  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  to a c c e s s  t h e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o c e s s .

W h i l e  s i m i l a r  to t h e  M o t o r  V o t e r  c o n c e p t  w h e r e  A l a s k a n s  c a n  
o b t a i n  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms at t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of M o t o r  
V e h i c l e s ,  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  r e a c h  y e t  a n o t h e r  g r o u p  of 
A l a s k a n s ;  a g r o u p  w h o s e  m e m b e r s  m a y  n o t  o w n  a c a r  o r  w h o  
o t h e r w i s e  m a y  n o t  h a v e  r e a l i z e d  h o w  e a s y  it is to r e g i s t e r  to  
v o t e .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i s ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s  s u p p o r t s  y o u r  
e f f o r t s  to h a v e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t a t e  
r e s i d e n t s  w h o  a p p l y  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  
S e r v i c e s  f o r  g e n e r a l  r e l i e f ,  M e d i c a i d ,  a i d  to f a m i l i e s  w i t h  
d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n ,  a d u l t  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e ,  o r  f o o d  s t a m p s .  If 
y o u  h a v e  a n y  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  or  if I c a n  b e  of a s s i s t a n c e  in 
a n y  wa y ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  to call.

S i n c e r e l y ,

C h a r i o t  E. T h i c k s t u n  
D i r e c t o r

01-A2IH S . Cc&criaws




