


C O L O N E L  K E N N E T H  M. T A Y L O R  JR 
COMMANDER, A L A S K A  A I R  N A T I O N A L  GUARD

B o r n  in 1943 in Enid, Oklahoma, Colonel T a y l o r  is t h e  s o n  of a c a r e e r  
A i r  F o r c e  o f f i c e r  and s p e n t  his y o u t h  a t t e n d i n g  s c hools in England, 
G e r m a n y ,  a n d  a v a riety of U. S. communities. In 1961, he g r a d u a t e d  
f r o m  a n c h o r a g e  H i g h  School c o n t i n u i n g  his e d u c a t i o n  at t h e  C o l l e g e  of 
M a r i n  in Kentfi e l d ,  California, t h a n  at t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of O k l ahoma 
w h e r e  h e  w a s  g r a n t e d  a BA in F o r e i g n  S e r v i c e  in 1966.

C o m m i s s i o n e d  in the Air F o r c e  after c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  R O T C  p r o g r a m  at 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  he then e n t e r e d  U S A F  p i l o t  training from w h i c h  he 
g r a d u a t e d  in 1967. His f i r s t  duty a s s i g n m e n t  was a C-141 p i l o t  at 
T r a v i s  AFB, California, f o l l o w e d  in 1970 by a one y e a r  tour as an 
A C - 1 1 9  g u n s h i p  pilot in t h e  R e p u b l i c  of V i e t n a m  and t h e n  for a short 
time, as a C-123 pilot at E l m e n d o r f  AFB, Alaska.

L e a v i n g  t h e  a c t i v e  Air F o r c e  in 1971, h e  immedi a t e l y  j o i n e d  the 
A l a s k a  A i r  N a t ional G u a r d  s e r ving as the Chief of A i r c r e w  
S t a n d a r d i z a t i o n ,  Command P o s t  Chief, 1 4 4 t h  Tactical A i r l i f t  S q u a d r o n  
O p e r a t i o n s  O f f i c e r  and C h i e f  of Safety u n t i l  M a y  1984. A t  that time, 
h e  b e c a m e  D e p u t y  C o m m a n d e r  for O p e r a t i o n s  serving as s econd in 
c o m m a n d  of t h e  176th T a c t i c a l  A i r l i f t  Group. In 1985, C o lonel T a y l o r  
b e c a m e  the D e p u t y  C o m m a n d e r  for R e s o u r c e s  for the same unit. During 
t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1986, he w a s  p r o m o t e d  to C o l o n e l  and r e a s s i g n e d  to the 
H e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  the A l a s k a  A i r  N a t ional Guard. In A p r i l  1988, he 
a s s u m e d  c o m m a n d  of the 1 7 6 t h  Compo s i t e  G r o u p  which h a d  g r o w n  by then 
t o  w e l l  o v e r  o n e  t h o u s a n d  m e m b e r s  o p e r a t i n g  four types of aircraft 
p e r f o r m i n g  a i r  refueling, t a c t i c a l  airlift, and rescue missions. In 
S e p t e m b e r  1990 he moved t o  his c u r rent p o s i t i o n  as C o m m a n d e r  of the 
A l a s k a  A i r  N a t i o n a l  Guard, c o m m a n d i n g  t w o  flying g roups w i t h  over 
s i x t e e n  h u n d r e d  members. O n e  group is b a s e d  at K ulis A i r  Natio n a l  
G u a r d  B a s e  o n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  a n d  the other group 
a t  E i e l s o n  A i r  Force Base n e a r  Fairbanks.

H i s  a w a r d s  a n d  d ecorations include: T h e  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  F l y i n g  Cross,
t h e  A i r  M edal, the M e r i t o r i o u s  S e r v i c e  Medal, t h e  A i r  Force 
C o m m e n d a t i o n  Medal, the A l a s k a  C o m m e n d a t i o n  Medal, and a v a r i e t y  of 
c a m p a i g n  a n d  service medals. He and h i s  wife, Donna, h a v e  two 
child r e n :  E r i c  and Gretchen.



BACKGROUND PAPER 
PROMOTION OF THE COMMANDER 

FOR THE ALASKA A IR  NATIONAL GUARD

T h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  A l a s k a  A i r  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d ,  h a s  t w o  g e n e r a l  
o f f i c e r  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  i t s  g u a r d  m e m b e r s :  1) C o m m a n d e r ,  A l a s k a  A i r  
N a t i o n a l  G u a r d ;  a n d  2) A s s i s t a n t  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l  -  A i r .  C o l o n e l  
K e n n e t h  M. T a y l o r ,  J r . ,  p r e s e n t l y  o c c u p i e s  t h e  f i r s t  p o s i t i o n .  
C o l o n e l  D an  E .  D e n n i s  o c c u p i e s  t h e  s e c o n d  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p r o v i d e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  C o l o n e l  
T a y l o r  t o  t h e  r a n k  o f  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .

—  NOMINEE: COLONEL KENNETH M. TAYLOR J R .

—  MILITARY INFORMATION

  T w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  t o t a l  c o m m i s s i o n e d  s e r v i c e ,  t h e  l a s t  20
o f  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  s p e n t  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  A i r  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d .

—  S e r v e d  a s  a  C - 1 4 1  a n d  C - 1 2 3  p i l o t  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
A i r  F o r c e

  O v e r s e a s  v e t e r a n  w i t h  t o u r  o f  d u t y  a t  P h a n  R a n g  AB,
R e p u b l i c  o f  V i e t  Nam

__ A s s i g n m e n t s  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  A i r  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  h a v e  i n c l u d e d
s q u a d r o n  c o m m a n d e r ,  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  command p o s t  
c h i e f ,  f l i g h t  s a f e t y  o f f i c e r ,  d e p u t y  c o m m a n d e r  f o r  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  d i r e c t o r  a n d  A i r  C o m m a nd e r  
a n d  C om m ander  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  A i r  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d

E x t e n d e d  t h e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n  a n d  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  
t h e  A l a s k a  A i r  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  t o  o t h e r  P a c i f i c  A i r  F o r c e  
co m m a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  R im .  F o r c e  b e h i n d  t h e  g r o w t h  
o f  t h e  A l a s k a  A i r  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d .  R e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
s m o o t h  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t w o  n ew  f l y i n g  u n i t s

  EDUCATION

—  B a c h e l o r  o f  A r t s  D e g r e e  F o r e i g n  S e r v i c e

—  A i r  War  C o l l e g e  

_  PERSONAL INFORMATION

—  D a t e  o f  B i r t h :  19 A p r i l  194 3

  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t  s i n c e  1 9 5 8

—  C i v i l i a n  o c c u p a t i o n :  C o l o n e l  T a y l o r  h a s  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  a s
a n  A i r  T e c h n i c i a n  i n  v a r i o u s  p o s i t i o n s  s i n c e  1 9 7 1 .

  M em ber  o f  A n c h o r a g e  R o t a r y ,  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d
O f f i c e r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  A s s o c i a t i o n  
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .



S u p e r i o r  l e a d e r  a n d  o r g a n i z e r

  T a c t f u l ,  c o o p e r a t i v e ?  s e e k s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e x c e l

M e e t s  w e i g h t  s t a n d a r d s ,  e x c e l s  i n  m i l i t a r y  b e a r i n g  a n d  
a p p e a r a n c e

ACTIONS REQUIRED FOR PROMOTION TO BRIGADIER GENERAL

  A p p o i n t m e n t  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  t h e  S t a -:e g r a d e  o f
B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l

  C o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  b y  j  o i l  i t  s e s s i o n  o f
t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

F e d e r a l  a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  
c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e .

G E N E R A L  COMMENTS



Official Business

Alaska State Legislature
SE N A T E

P.O. Bex V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, n laska 99811

M a rc h  11 , 1 9 9 2

T h e H o n o ra b le  R ic h a rd  I. E lia s o n 
P re s id e n t o f th e  S e n a te  
S ta te  C a p ito l 
J u n e a u , A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D e a r P re s id e n t E lia s o n :

In a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  A S  3 9 .0 5 .0 8 0 , th e  S e n a te  S ta te  A f fa ir s  C o m m it te e  
re v ie w e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  w ith  re g a rd  to  le g is la t iv e  c o n f i rm a t io n  o f th e  
G o v e rn o r 's  a p p o in tm e n t to  th e  p o s it io n  n o te d :

A la s k a  A ir N a t io n a l G u a rd

C o m m a n d e r A la s k a  A ir N a t io n a l G u a rd ,
B r ig a d ie r G e n e ra l K e n n e th  M . T a y lo r , J r .

T h e re  w a s  no s ta te d  o b je c t io n s  to  th e  c o n f irm a t io n  o f B r ig a d ie r G e n e ra l 
K e n n e th  M . T a y lo r , J r. b y c o m m it te e  m e m b e rs . T h is  d o e s  n o t re f le c t an 
in te n t b y a n y o f th e  m em b e rs  to v o te  fo r o r a g a in s t G e n e ra l T a y lo r d u r in g  
a n y fu r th e r s e s s io n s  fo r th e  p u rp o s e  o f c o n s id e r in g  c o n f irm a t io n s - r '/

S e n a to r  F is c h e r



D E P A R T M E N T S  O F  T H E  A R M Y  A N D  T H E  A I R  F O R C E  

HEADQUARTERS ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD (NGB)
P.O. Box 5800 

FORT RICHARDSON, ALASKA 99505-5800

15 December 1991

Honorable Walter J. Hickel, Governor 
State of Alaska 
P.O. Box A
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0101

Subject: Appointment of Kenneth M. Taylor J r. to the Grade of 
Brigadier General

Dear Governor Hickel:

As you know, Colonel Kenneth M. Taylor Jr is  Commander, Alaska Air 
National Guard, which is a trad ition a l guard position in the
Headquarters, Alaska Air National Guard. Colonel Taylor is an 
exceptional o ffice r who has served the State of Alaska well in th is 
capacity.

The authorized grade for th is position is Brigadier General. The 
state constitution requires that a ll general o ffice rs  be appointed 
by the governor subject to confirmation by a majority of the
members of the legislature meeting in jo in t session. Accordingly, 
upon your approval, I w ill  in it ia te  Colonel Taylors' state 
promotion action and apply fo r federal recognition as soon 
thereafter as federal regulations permit.

Colonel Taylor's position as the Commander, Alaska Air National
Guard, is  federally funded and th is  promotion w ill have no e ffect
upon that status. The federal Government w il l  compensate Colonel
Taylor fo r a ll m ilita ry  duty performed.

I have attached a d ra ft le t te r  from you to the Legislative 
leadership i f  you approve th is action.

Sincerely,

HUGH L. COX I I I ,  Maj Gen, AK NG 
The Adjutant General

3 Atch:
1. Background Paper
2. Biographical Sketch
3. Draft Letter



V io le n t C rim es C om pensa tio n Board 
R obe rt E. C ongdon - Ancho rage

Te rm  began 7/23 /91 exp ire s 12/15 /93

A la ska W o rk e rs ’ C om pensa tio n Board 
Jo h n G iuch ic i - Fa irbanks

Te rm  began 10/10/91 exp ire s 7 /1 /93 
S te ve Hagedo rn - Ancho rage

T e rm  began 8/19/91 exp ire s 7 /1 /93 
Don Koen igs - Pe te rsbu rg

T e rm  began 8/20/91 exp ire s 7 /1 /9 4 
M ichae l M cK enna - A ncho rage

Te rm  began 11/15/91 exp ire s 7 /1 /94 
R obe rt W . Neste l - Eag le R ive r

T e rm  began 8/14/91 exp ire s 7 /1 /93 
D a rre l F. Sm ith - Ancho rage

O rig ina l te rm  began 8 /19 /88 reappo in ted 8/20/91 
exp ire s 7 /1 /94 

M a rc D. S tem p - C oppe r C en te r
T e rm  began 8/14/91 exp ires 7 /1 /94 

Je ffe ry A. W e rtz - Ancho rage
Te rm  began 8/20/91 exp ire s 7 /1 /94

In a cco rd a n ce w ith AS 39 .0 5 .0 80 and A rtic le III, Sec tion 1 9 , 1 subm it the fo llow in g nam e
fo r le g is la tiv e con firm a tio n o f appo in tm en t to the pos ition noted .

A la s ka A ir N a tiona l G ua rd
C om m ande r A la ska A ir Na tiona l G ua rd , B rig ad ie r G ene ra l K enne th M. T a y lo r, J r. - 

A ncho rage .

T he re sum es fo r these appo in tm en ts are a tta ched .

W ith be s t rega rds .

S in ce re ly ,

S/S Walter J. Hickel

W a lte r J. H icke l
G ove rno r

T h e  H o n o ra b le  R ic h a rd I. E lia so n
F e b ru a ry  10, 1992
P a g e  6


