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FOREWORD

The C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  ( s e c .  1 2 ,  a r t .  
1 1 )  p r o v id e s :  "The houses o f  each l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l
adop t u n i fo rm  r u l e s  o f  p r o c e d u r e . "  I t  i s  n o tew o r thy  
th a t  the  d r a f t e r s  o f  the c o n s t i t u t i o n  d id  no t  say  "each  
house" s h a l l  a d op t ,  but r a t h e r  emphasized t h a t  the 
"hou ses "  sh ou ld  adop t u n i fo rm  r u l e s ,  i t  was th e  i n ­
t e n t i o n  o f  the  w r i t e r s  t h a t  A la s k a  sh ou ld  av o id  the 
c i rcum s tan ce s  o f  many s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  where one 
f i n d s  house r u l e s ,  s en a te  r u l e s ,  and j o i n t  r u l e s .  The 
un i fo rm  sys tem i s  in tended  t o  p e rm i t  the  members and 
the p u b l i c  t o  f o l l o w  o r  conduct the  l e g i s l a t i v e  p ro c e s s  
w i th o u t  a c o n fu s i o n  o f  r u l e s .  The r u l e s  a r e  adop ted  by 
bo th  houses s i t t i n g  in  j o i n t  s e s s io n  as one body. The 
law on the  s u b je c t  o f  r u l e s  r e a d s :

Sec .  2 4 . 0 5 . 1 2 0 .  RULES. At the  b eg inn ing  o f  
the f i r s t  r e g u l a r  s e s s io n  o f  each l e g i s l a t u r e ,  
bo th  houses  s h a l l  adopt u n i fo rm  r u l e s  o f  p ro cedu re  
f o r  e n a c t in g  b i l l s  i n t o  law and ad op t in g  r e s o l u ­
t i o n s .  The r u l e s  in  e f f e c t  a t  the l a s t  r e g u l a r  
s e s s io n  o f  the immed ia te ly  p re c ed in g  l e g i s l a t u r e  
se rv e  as the tempo ra ry  r u l e s  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  
u n t i l  the a d op t io n  o f  permanent r u l e s .

Tnc r u l e s  a r e  meant as an a id  to  l e g i s l a t o r s  and both
houses in the conduct o f  t h e i r  b u s in e s s  in  the fo rma l
p ro c e s s in g  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  documents and the e x e r c i s e  o f  
o t l  r powers and d u t i e s  a s s ig n ed  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  by 
c< t i t u t i o n a l  and s t a t u t e  law.
C o f  the Un i fo rm  R u le s  a re  d i s t r i b u t e d  a t  the
d 'n o f  the L e g i s l a t i v e  C ounc i l  by the L e g i s l a t i v e
Ai Agency.

M. R. Charney 
E xe cu t iv e  D i r e c t o r  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency
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VOTING REQUIREMENTS OF THE UNIFORM RULES 

AND THE ALASKA CONSTITUTION

Rule No. Question Vote Requirement Minimum No. Votes N(

1(b) Selection of temporary pres 'ng officer majority/full house 21 11

1(b) Selection of permanent presiding officer majority/full house 21 11

1(e) Committee on Committees' report subject 
to approval by majority/full house 21 11

3(a) Election of chiei cierk of house and 
senate secretary majority/full house 21 11

8(a) Granting personal/special privilege of 
the floor 2/3 of those present -- --

9 Expungement of matter from journal majority/full house 21 11

11(c) Admission to chamber during session 
or brief recess of person not 
otherwise allowed in chamber

presiding officer or 
majority/preser.t

1 Change in hour of convening majority/present -- --

1 M b ) Ordering use of electric voting machine 
for election of officers/other business majority/full house 21 11

16(a) Excuse from call of the house majority/full house 21 11

16(a) Placing call of the house any member 1 1

- i -



Question

T e rm in a t io n  o f  c a l l  o f  the  house by a 
v o t e  t o  a d jo u rn

Change d a i l y  o r d e r  o f  b u s in e s s
Changes t o  a d a i l y  c a le n d a r  o r

a p p ro v a l  o f  supp lem en ta ry  c a le n d a r
O rd e r  b i l l  i n  r u l e s  committee t o  be 

p la c ed  on c a le n d a r  f o r  n e x t  day
Hake a s u b je c t  a s p e c i a l  o r d e r  o f  b u s i ­

n e s s ,  i f  n o t  o t h e rw i s e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
p ro v id e d  f o r  in  u n i f o rm  r u l e s

C a l l i n g  an e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n
W a ive r  o f  f i v e - d a y  n o t i c e  o f  f i r s t  

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  on b i l l  o r  r e s o l u t i o n
d e f e r r i n g  t o  th e  r u l e s  committee ( f o r  

c a le n d a r i n g )  a b i l l  r e p o r t e d  ou t  of: 
a l l  comm ittees  o f  r e f e r r a l  w i th o u t  a t  
l e a s t  one "Do P a ss "  recommendation

NOTE: b i l l  d i e s  i f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  the
f u l l  house v o t e s  "NO"

O r a l  m o tion  r e q u i r e d  t o  be reduced  to  
w r i t i n g  upon r e q u e s t  o f

W ithd rawa l o f  b i l l  r e s o l u t i o n  o r  m o t i ' n  
f o r  amendment by nember in t r o d u c in g  i t  
o r  r e p o L t in g  i t  r e q u i r e s  con sen t  oi.

I n d e f i n i t e  postponement o f  a measure
K e c o n s id e r a t i o n  on same day n o t i c e  g iven

-  i i

Vote Requirement Minimum Ho. V o te s  Needed 
HOUSE SENATE

majority/present

2/3 of full house 27 1A

2/3 of those present

majority/full house 21 11

2/3 of those present 

majority/present

majority/full house 21 11

majority/present

majority/full house 21 11

any member 1 1

majority/full house 21 11

majorit.y/fuli touse 21 11

2/3 of Tull house 27 1A
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Rule No.

30(b)

31(c)

32(a)

33

34(a)

34(b)

35

35

39(a) 
(Art. II, 
sec. 14)

39(b)

39(c)

39(d) 
(Art. 11, 
sec. 14)

Question

Extension of time for reconsideration

Motion to rescind

Ordering the previous question

Appeal of presiding officer's decision that 
division of a question cannot be made

Requiring roll call vote on a measure

Permission for member to abstain from 
voting

Return a bill from third reading to 
second reading

Amendment to a title (whore allowed); 
see Rules 24(c), 35, 4i!(b) and 42(e) 
(effective date: 6/30/32)

Advance from second reading to third 
reading on same day

NOTE: advancement automatic after action
on specific amendment, Rule 35 
(effective date: 6/30/82)

Committee referrals in addition to 
those made by presiding officer

Require bill in second reading to be 
read in full by chief clerk or 
secretary

Final passage of a bill

- ill -

Vote Requirement

majority/present

same vote as req d to 
pass original measure

2/3 of those present

majority/present 

any member

unanimous consent

majority/full house

majority/present 

3/4 of full house 

.automatic

majority/full house

majority/full house 

majority/full house

Minimum No. Votes Needed
house------- senate—

21

30

21

21
21

11

15

11

11
11



Rule No- Question

39(e) Change in a Supreme Court Rule
(Art. IV. 
sec. 15)

39(f) Adopt effective date other than
(Art. 11, 90 days
sec. 18)

41 Concurrence in amendments of
other house

42(a) Receding from amendments

42(a) Adoption of conference committee
report

42(5) Adoption of free conference commit­
tee report

45 Override of veto of appropriation
(Art. II, bills or items and bills to raise
sec. 16) revenue

45 Override of veto of other bills 
(Art. II,
sec. 16)

46 Confirmation of governor's appoint-
(Art. Ill, ments
secs. 25 & 26)

49(a)(1) Simple resolution

49(a)(2) Special resolution (expulsion of
(Art. II, member)
sec. 12)

Vote Reauirement Minimum No. Votes Needed
 a  m n z---------sottte—

2/3 of full house 27 14

2/3 of full house 27 14

majority/full house 21 11

majority/full house 21 11

majori.y/full house 21 11

majority/full house 21 11

3/4 »f legislature 
in joint session total of 45 votes

2/3 of legislature 
in joint session total of 40 votes

majority of legislature 
in joint session total of 31 votes

majority/full house 
(house of origin) 21 11

r./3 of full house 
(house of origin) 27 14

lv -



Rule No. Question

49(a)(3)

49(a)(4) 
(Art. Ill, 
sec. 23)

49(a)(5) 
(Art. XIII, 
sec. 1)

49(a)(5)

51

51

52
(Art. II, 
sec. 10)

52
(Art II, 
sec. 12)

53

53

Concurrent resolution

Special concurrent resolution
(disapproval of executive order)

Joint resolution proposing amendment 
to Alaska constitution

Joint resolution oth;r than proposed 
amendment to Alaska constitution

Motion to call a joint session

Use of electric voting mcchine by 
members of the House of Representa 
tivcs during joint session

Adjournment or recess longer than 
three days

Adjournment, from day to day

Adoption of - • ■ .m Rules by each 
legislatui

Further amendments during same legis 
ture

Vote Reauirement Minimum No. Votes Needed
------ a------------ ROUSE----- SERaTE

majority/full house 21 11

majority of legislature
in joint session total of 31 votes

2/3 of full house 27 16

majority/full house 21 11

both presiding officers 
or majority/full house
(one house only) 21 11

majority/House of 
Representatives 21

concurrent resolution 
adopted by majority/
full house 21 11

majority/present

majority/full house 21 11

concurrent resolution 
adopted by 2/3
of full house 27 .4



Rule No. Question

5/.

NOTE:

Suspension of Uniform Rules, unless 
otherwise specifically provided in 
a particular rule

Except in the case of adjournment, the phrases 
"majority of those present" and "two-thirds of 
those present" assume that a quorum is present

- vi

Vote Requirement Minimum N o . Votes Needed 
HOUSE S E M T E

concurrent resolution 
adopted by 2/3
of full house 27 14



Uniform Rules 
Alaska State Legislature

ORGANIZATION OF FIRST SESSION

RULE 1. ORGANIZATION OF FIRST SESSION. (a) At the 
time for convening of the first regular session of a legis­
lature the lieutenant governor calls each house to o n e r  
separately and calls the roll of members whose election has 
been certified. The lieutenant governor then administers 
the oath of office to the new members and, pending the 
election of temporary presiding officers, preserves ordr . 
and decorum in the house.

(b) When the house by a majority vote of the full 
membership of the house selects a temporary presiding 
officer, the temporary presiding officer assumes the chair 
and the lieutenant governor withdraws. The temporary 
presiding officer then calls for nominations for a permanent 
presiding officer and the nominee receiving a majority vote 
of th full membership of the house becomes the permanent 
presiding officer for the two-year duration of the legisla­
ture. If a permanent presiding officer is not elected by 
the seventh legislative day, on the eighth legislative day 
the temporary presiding officer shall call for nominations 
for a permanent presiding officer from the floor. A roll 
call vote shall be taken on the persons nominated. Election 
of a permanent presiding officer requires a majority vote of 
the full membership of the house.

(c) Pending the organization of the house a secretary 
assigned by the Legislative Council ass i ts the lieutenant 
governor and the tempo ary and permanent ^residing officers 
in the performance cheir duties.

(d) The Uniform Rules of the Legislature of the pre­
vious regular session or any authorized revision of those 
rules ore used as the temporary rules until the Rules Com­
mittee reports on and the legislature in Joint session 
adopts permanent uniform rules.

(e) The presiding officer shall announce, not later 
than the day following election, the appointment of a Commit­
tee on Committees consisting of five members including the 
presiding officer. The presiding officer chairs the Commit­
tee on Committees. The committee is responsible for nomi­
nating the members of the standing committees as set out in 
Rule 20 and the member who is to chair each standing commit­
tee to serve fc- the two-year duration of the legislature. 
The membership o r each committee shall total to an uneven 
numb°r and the minority Js entitled to at least one seat on 
each standing committee. »he report of the Committee on 
Committees is subject to approval by a majority vote of the 
full membership of the house.
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ORGANIZATION OF SECOND SESSION

RULE 2. ORGANIZATION OF SECOND SESSION. The presiding 
officer of each house during the first regular session 
presides during the second regular session or any special 
session and administers the oath to any new members.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION STAFF

RULE 3. LEGISLATIVE SESSION STAFF. (a) Each house 
elects an internal administrative officer (a chief clerk in 
the house and a secretary in the senate) to serve for the 
two-year duration of the legislature. The officer is nomi­
nated by the Rules Committee and elected by a majority vote 
of the full membership of the house. The chief clerk and 
secretary are responsible for the selection and supervision 
of the staff of their offices and are subject to the direc­
tion of the presiding officer and Rules Committee according 
to law and legislative rule.

(b) The Rules Committee of each house is responsible 
for the selection and direction of the session staff as­
signed to each chamber (sergeant-at-arms and their assis­
tants, pages and messengers) and is the source of approval 
for hiring session assistants for standing, special, and 
joint committees and caucuses and secretarial help to be 
assigned to individual members. The Rules Committees of the 
house and senate shall decide jointly and within the amount 
budgeted for session staff the compensation and conditions 
of employment of those working under their individual super­
vision. The director of administrative services of the 
Legislative Affairs Agency shall assist and make recommenda­
tions to the Rules Committees regarding staff compensation 
and related matters.

(c) The sergeant-at-arms shall attend all session? of 
the house unless absent for the purpose of discharging the 
duties of the office. The sergeant-at-arms shall mai'tain 
order on the floor of the chamber and in the galleries and 
adjoining hallway, and assure that any person not permitted 
by law or legislative rule to be present in the ohaml er is 
removed from the chamber. The sergeant-at-arms shall assure 
that a member does not leave the chamber during a call of 
the house, and shall act to secure the attendance in the 
chamber of members missing during a call of the house.

DUTIES OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER

RULE /«. DUTIES OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER. The pre­
siding office • of each house has the duties set forth in 
section 575, MASON'S MANUAL OF LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE. 1979 
edition, when not inconsistent with these Uni^rrr. Rules. In 
the absence of the regular presiding officer, the majority 
leader of the house serving ex officio as presiding officoj 
pro tempore Bhali preside; except that the regular presiding 
officer may temporarily relinquish the chair to any member.



A D M IN ISTR A TIV E  SERVICES

RULE 5. ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES. The Legislative 
Council is responsible for providing administrative services 
necessary to the operation of the legislature through the 
Legislative Affairs Agency. The director of the division of 
administrative services has general supervision of the 
central fiscal, procurement, duplicating, distribution and 
mailing services. Official documents and items are dupli­
cated only when submitted with a work order signed by a 
presiding officer, the person who chairs a committee, or the 
chief clerk or senate secretary, or their authorized repre­
sentatives. No requests for the dvolication of personal or 
unauthorized items or items not accompanied by a work order 
signed by an authorized person may be accepted. The fiscal 
officer is responsible for the preparation of payroll, 
personnel and purchase documents and the immediate super­
vision of the distribution and mailing services.

EXPENDITURES

RULE 6. EXPENDITURES. The annual budget for all 
legislative expenses is prepared by the Legislative Council 
and submitted to the Finance Committees. No legislator or 
employee may spend or obligate legislative money without the 
documents required by regulation from the legislative fiscal 
and certifying officers. No member may spend or obligate 
state funds for or on behalf of any committee unless autho­
rized by the chair of the committee with approval of the 
presiding officer of the house within the limits of avail­
able funds.

COMMUNICATIONS

RULE 7, COMMUNICATIONS. Communications received by i 
house from the other house or the governor are read by the 
clerk or secretary and spread upon or paraphrased in the 
Journal. All other official communicatio.. i to a house are 
referred directly by the clerk or secretary to the presiding 
officer for referral by the presiding officer to a committee 
or to file. The presiding officer may direct that the 
receipt of a communicate "m and the subject to which it 
relates be noted in the journal.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

RULE 8. PRIVILEGE OF THF. FLOOR. (a) A member may 
request of the presiding officer and receive with the con­
sent of two-thirds of the members present the personal or 
special privilege of the floor. The request for the privi­
lege and the substance of the remarks of the member are not 
recorded in the journal.

(b) Personal privilege is granted for making remarks 
affecting the rights, reputation and conduct of members in 
their respective capacities.

-3-



(c) Special privilege of the floor is used for remarks 
on matters other than questions of personal privilege and 
the subject of special privilege to which a member rises 
must be stated before consent to proceed is given.

JOURNAL

RULE 9. JOURNAL. The journal of each house reports 
only the essential items of daily business: roll call
votes, major motions, communications from the governor and 
the other house, brief or summary committee reports, and 
amendments. Detailed committee reports, exhibits and 
miscellaneous comiiunications ordered spread upon the journal 
by the presiding officer of the house shall be published in 
a supplement to the daily journal. The daily journal is to 
be prepared by the chief clerk or secretary in conformity 
with the legislative drafting manual and distributed to each 
member of the legislature on the following legislative day. 
Matter may be expunged from the journal with the approval of 
a majority of the full membership of the house if the motion 
to expunge is adopted prior to the end of the legislative 
day on which the journal report is approved.

DRAFTING M A N U A L

RULE 10. DRAFTING MANUAL. The legislative drafting 
manual prepared by the enrolling secretary of the legisla­
ture ana the revisor of statutes and adopted by the Legisla­
tive Council is tc b» followed by all officers and employees 
of the legislature in the preparation, processing, and 
disposition of all legislative documents and records.

ADMISSION TO FLOOR

RULE 11. ADMISSION TO FLOOR. (a) Except as provided 
in (b) - (d) of tnis rule, a person who is not a member of 
the house is not permitted on the floor of the houBe chamber 
while the house is sitting or in brief recess unless that 
person is a member of the other house or an officer or an 
employee authorized to be present by this rule or by the 
presiding officer.

(b) Each of the following may be admitted to u 
chamber:

(1) the chief clerk or secretary and members of 
the staff of that officer;

(2) the sergeant-at-arms and members of the staff 
of the sergeant-at-arms;

(3) a chaplain;

(A) pages and messengers.

(c) 'i;.* house, by a majority vote of the members 
present, or ti.' preniding officer of the house may admit a 
person to the chamber while the house is in session or in 
brief recess.
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(d) Members of the press may be admitted to a chamber. 
However, members of the press, whf.n admitted, may use only 
facilities provided at the rear of the chamber for press 
purposes, and may use only the perimeter aisles of the 
chamber for photographic purposes.

(e) The presiding officer may extend the privilege of 
the floor to former legislators and distinguished visitors 
for the day but not for the purpose of discussion and de­
bate. Only a member of the legislature may advocate or 
oppose passage of a bill or resolution in the chamber of the 
house while the house is in session.

USE OF CHAMBERS A N D  OFFICES

RULE 12. USE OF CHAMBERS AND OFFICES. Legislative
chambers are to be used only for the official business of
the legislature during legislative sessions. During the
session access to the chambers and their galleries is under 
the control of the presiding officer of the house to which 
the space is assigned, and the assignment of legislative
offices and use of committee rooms shall be provided for by 
and be under the control of tae Rules Committee.

HOUR FOR CONVENING

RULE 13. HOUR FOR CONVENING. Each house shall convene 
dally, except Sunday, at 10:00 a.m., unless otherwise 
ordered by a majority vote of the members present.

Q U O R U M  AND ROLL CALL

RULE 1A. QUORUM AND ROL -L. (a) A majority of the
full membership of the house .institutes a quorum to do
business (subject to the special voting roauirements of the 
Constitution, Art. 11, Secs. 1A, 16 and 18), but a smaller 
number may adjourn from day to day and may compel the at­
tendance of absent members (Constitution, Art. II, Sec. 12).

(b) A roll call of members shall be taken as the first 
order of business on each legislative day. The electric 
voting machine may be used for the daily roll call and any 
quorum call and shall be used for the election of officers 
and other business of the house if the house so orders by a 
majority vote of the full membership of the house. If the 
voting machine is not operating or not operating properly, 
the daily roll call or quorum determination shall be made by 
the calling of the roll.

ABSENCE OF MEMBERS

RULE 15. ABSENCE OF MEMBERS. A member may not be
absent from sittings of the house unless the member has the 
leave of the house to be absent or is ill and unable to 
attend, A member who is consistently abse ... from meetings 
of a standing committee to which assigned may be removed 
from that committee by the Committee on Committees upon a 
showing that the member's absence is unwarranted.

-5 -



CALL OF THE HOUSE

RULE 16. CALL OF THE HOUSE, (a) A call of the house 
Is used to compel attendance of absent members who have not 
been previously excused from a call by a majority vote of 
the full membership of the house. The journal shall reflect 
the names of all members excused from attendance and such 
members shall be excused from all roll calls during such 
absence. A call of the house may be ordered by one member. 
When no quorum is present, the presiding officer of the 
house may compel the attendance of individual absent mem­
bers.

(b) If a quorum is present when a call has been
ordered, the house may continue to conduct business other
than the measure under consideration at the time th? call 
was ordered. However, any member may also order a call of 
the house as to any other measure placed before the house 
for consideration after the original call has been ordered.

(c) A call is satisfied by arrival of the absenL
members not previously excused from the call.

(d) A call is terminated

(1) when the issue upon which the call has been 
placed has been voted upon or otherwise resolved;

(2) by withdrawal of the call by the member
placing the call; or

... (3) by a majority vote of the members present to
adjourn.

(e) The presiding officer of the house may direct the 
sergeant-at-arms to obtain assistance from the Department of 
Public Safety to secure the attendance of any missing mem­
ber.

DAILY ORDER OF BUSINESS

RULE 17. DAILY ORDER OF BUSINESS. Unless changed by a 
two-thirdB vote of the full membership of the house the
doily order of business of each house is as follows:

(1) Roll call

(2) Invocation or meditation

(3) Certification by the chief clerk or secretary 
to the house es to the correctness of the journal of the
previous day, Journal approved or order changed

(A) Introduction of guests

(5) Messages from the governor

(6) Messages from the other house
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(11)
erice of bills

(7) Communications

(8) Reports of standing • ttees

(9) Reports of special committees 

(10) Introduction of resolutions

Introduction, first reading and refer-

house

house

(12) Consideration of daily calendar

(A) Second reading of bills of house

(B) Second reading of bills of other

(C) Third reading of bills of house

(D) Third reading of bills of other

hour)

(E) all other matters up for final 
action in the house

(13) Unfinished business

(1A) Announcement of committee meetings

(15) Special orders (not set for a particular

(16) Adjournment

DAILY CALENDAR

RULE 18. DAILY CALENDAR. The Rules Committee of each 
house is responsible for the preparation of the dally 
calendar. Pending the printing of the calendar the contents 
of the calendar shall be announced or posted on the day 
preceding the next legislative day. Changes to a calendar 
or approval of a supplementary calendar may be authorized by 
a two-thirds vote of the members present. No business nh.ll 
be transacted nor any measure considered that is not on the 
calendar. A bill may not be withdrawn from the Rules Com­
mittee but the house may order a bill in the possession of 
the Rules Commlltt-i to be placed on the calendar for the 
next, legislative day by a majority vote of the full member­
ship of the house.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS

RULE 19. SPECIAL ORDER OK BUSINESS. Any subject not 
otherwise specifically provided for in the rules may, by a 
vole of two-thirds of the members present, be made a special 
order of business, and when the time fixed for its con­
sideration arrives, the presiding officer shall lay it 
before the house.
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STANDING COMMITTEES

RULE 20. STANDING COMMITTEES. <a) Each house has the 
following standing committees with the jurisdiction indi­
cated:

Finance (all appropriation, revenue, capital improve­
ment, and bonding measures, the executive budget, and the 
programs and activities of the Department of Revenue)

Health, Education and Social Services (the programs and 
activities of the Department of Health and Social Services, 
the Department oi Education, and the University of Alaska)

Judiciary (the programs and activities of the Alaska 
Court System and the Department of Law, and the legal and 
substantive review of bills referred to it 'or that purpose)

Labor and Commerce (the programs and activities of the 
Department of Labor relating to labor-management relations, 
industrial safety, unemployment compensation, and workers' 
compensation and the programs and activities of the Depart­
ment of Commerce and Economic Development)

Community and Regional Affairs (the programs and acti­
vities of the Department of Community and Regional Affairs 
and other matters relating to political subdivisions)

Resources (the programs and activities cf the Depart­
ments of Fish and Game, Natural Resources, and Environmental 
Conservation)

Rules (interpretation of the Lniforra Rules, calendar, 
the Internal administration of the house and matters per­
taining to the management of the legislature as a whole)

State Affairs (programs and activities of the Office of 
the Governor and the Departments of Administration, Military 
Affairs and Public Safety, and programs and activities of 
the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
relating to public facilities)

Transportation (programs and activities of the Depart­
ment of Transportation and Public Facilities relating to 
transportation and other legislative mailers relating to 
transportation).

(b) The committee chairmen are authorized to form such 
subcommittees os they determine to be necessary.

SPECIAL AND JOINT COMMITTEES

RULE 21. SPECIAL AND JOINT COMMITTEES. (a) A special
committee is a committee of one house. A special committee 
may be established only by the adoption of a simple resolu­
tion. The presiding officer of each house appoints the 
members of a special commiLlcc and designates a member lo 
chair the special committee unless otherwise ordered by the 
house. The persons who chair like, committees of each nousc 
may arrange for the committees lo meet jointly to receive
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by joint committee action.

(b) A joint committee is a committee of both houses. 
A joint committee may be established only by the adoption of 
a concurrent resolution. The presiding officer of each 
house apooints one-half of the members of a joint committee. 
The persons who co-chair a joint committee shall be chosen 
in the manner provided by the presiding officers.

(c) A resolution establishing a special or joint com­
mittee shall specify the date or conditions of termination 
of the committee. A standing committee mav meet between 
sessions. A special or joint committee may asset during the 
session or between sessions, or both, as authorized by the 
resolution which establishes the committee. A standing, 
special, or joint committee which acts between legislative 
sessions may consider any legislative matter which is con­
sistent with the jurisdiction of the committee. A standing, 
special, or joint committee which acts between legislative 
sessions constitutes a subcommittee of the Legislative 
Council for administrative purposes. A special or joint 
committee may expend money only in accordance with an ap­
propriation lucdc for the work of the committee.

(d) A committee may not be established unless autho­
rized by law or by the Uniform Rules.

OPEN A N D  EXECUTIVE SESSIONS

RULE 22. OPEN AND EXECUTIVE SESSIONS. (a) All meet­
ings of a legislative body are open to all legislators, 
whether or not they are members of the particular legisla­
tive body thut is meeting, and to the general public except 
as provided in (b) of this rule.

(b) A legislative body may coll an executive session 
at which members of the general public may be excluded for 
the following reasons:

(1) discussion of matters, the immediate know­
ledge of which would adversely affect the finances of a
government unit;

(2) discussion of subjects that tend to prejudice 
the reputation and character of a person;

(3) discussion of a matter that may, by law, be 
required to be confidential.

(o) When a legislative body desires to call an execu­
tive session in accordance with (b) of this rule, the body 
shall first convene as a public meeting and the question of 
holding an executive session shall l>e determined by a 
majority vote of the members present.

(d) The provisions oi this rule may not be Interpreted 
as permitting the exclusion of a legislator from an execu­
tive session, whether or not the legislator Is a member of 
the body that is meeting. A legislator not a member of the 
body holding an executive session shall, however, be subject 
to the same rules of confidentiality and decorum as pertain 
to regular members of the body.
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RULE 23. COMMITTEE MEETINGS. (a) Written notice of 
the time, place and subject matter of all meetings of stand­
ing, .special, and joint committees during a ueek shall be 
provided by the person who chairs the committee to the chief 
clerk or secretary by 4:00 p.m. on the preceding Thursday. 
The person who chairs the committee to which a bill or res­
olution is first referred shall provide to the chief clerk 
or secretary written notice of the time and place of the 
first public hearing on the bill or resolution at least five 
days before the hearing. However, this requirement may be 
waived by motion of the person who chairs the committee to 
which a bill or resolution is first referred if concurred in 
by majority vote of the full membership of the house. The 
chief clerk or secretary shall publish and dutribute copies 
of the weekly schedule of committee meetings and of the 
five-day notice of hearing.

(b) The person who chairs a standing, special, or 
joint committee shall provide the chief clerk or secretary 
written notice of the change in the time, place or subject 
matter of a meeting. At the next daily legislative session, 
notice of the schedule change shall be announced by the 
chief clerk or secretary and published as a notice in the 
journal of the house.

(c) A scheduled meeting of a standing, special, or 
joint committee may be cancelled at any time. It possible, 
notice of the cancellation shall be given in the same manner 
as provided for notice of change in (b) of this rule.

(d) The provisions of (a) and (b) of this rule do not 
apply to a standing, special, or joint committee meeting 
scheduled after the date a conference committee has been 
chosen to consider amendments to or differc »s between 
versions of the general appropriation act. However, a 
person who chairs a standing, special, or joint committee 
shall post written notice of the time, place and subject 
matter of a meeting at least 24 hours before the meeting.

(e) The provisions of (a) - (d) of this rule do not 
apply to meetings of

(1) the Rules Committee when it meets for the 
puroosc of preparing the daily calendar;

(2) the Committee on Committees referred to in 
Rule 1(e); or

(3) atanding, special, or Joint committees when 
the committee meets during the interim between sessions.

(f) Each standing, special, and joint committee

(1) shall record its meetings electronically and 
prepare a log of the recording adequate to locaLe specific 
testimony;

(2) shall prepare minutes of each meeting of the 
committee on u standard form prescribed Jointly by the Rules 
Committees of the house and the senate; the minutes shall 
include

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
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(A) a list of the names of each member 
present during the meeting;

(B) a list of the name and affiliation of 
eAch witness testifying before the committee;

(C,' a brief statement of the position of the 
witness on the subject testified upon; and

(D) each amendment formally considered by 
the committee, the name of the member moving adoption 
of the amendment, the action taken on the amendment, 
and the yeas and nays if a committee member has re­
quested a roil call vote on adoption of an amendment;

(3) shall maintain a chronological file of 
minutes, copies of which shall be mada available upon re­
quest to co-'<rtee members and the public; committee 
minutes, tap nd other materials of research value shall
be delivered the committee at the end of each session or
each legisla. t to the legislative reference library for 
appropriate d ,'osition;

(4) may make available to the Legislative Affairs 
Agency a copy of all minutes of committee meetings during 
the session for entry of the minutes as a data base on the 
legislative computer system.

COMMITTEE REFERRAL AND ACTION

RULE 24. COMMITTEE REFERRAL AND ACTION, (a) A com­
mittee acts on all bills referred to It and reports its 
actions and recommendations to the house as soon as practi­
cable. Committee reports must be in writing and the report 
must be signed by a majority of the members of the commit­
tee. The report will note the recommendation of each member 
signing the report.

(b) When a bill is reported back by a committee with­
out at least one "Do Pass", unless the bill has a subsequent 
referral or referrals of record, the presiding officer shall 
put the question "Shall the bill be referred to the Rules 
Committee for placement on the calendar for Hccond reading 
notwithstanding the report of the comraittee(s)?" If the 
bill has a subsequent referral or referrals of record, the 
question shall not be put until the last committee has 
reported and unless all reports arc without at least one "Do 
Pass". The question is debatable and if a majority of the 
membership of the house votes in the negative, the bill ia 
lost.

(c) (EFFECTIVE UNTIL JUNE 30, 1982) If a committee 
has more than one bill on the same subject or if it finds it 
necessary to revise a bil. substantially, it may report out 
a substitute bill and recommend that the substitute be 
accepted for second reading in the ulacc of the original 
bill. Substitute bills are duplicated and distributed when 
they are reported out by the committee. Committee substi­
tute bills carry a notation of the source or sponsor of tne 
original bill in the manner prescribed by the drafting 
manual unless the sponsor objects to his or their name so 
appearing.



(c) (EFFECTIVE JUNE 30, 1982) If a committee has 
more than one bill on the same subject or if it finds it 
necessary to revise a bill substantially, it n.ay report out 
a substitute bill end recommend tbat the substitute be 
accepted for second reading in the place of the original 
bill. A committee of the second house may not report a 
committee substitute for a bill or an amendment to a bill 
that requires a change in the title of the bill, other than 
a clerical or technical change, as the title KJs enacted in 
the house of origin. Substitute bills are .jv plica ted and 
distributed when they are reported out by the committee. 
Committee substitute bills carry a notation of the source or 
sponsor of the original bill in the manner prescribed by the 
drafting manual unless the sponsor objects to the name so 
appearing.

(d) All bills involving approprittions, revenues cr 
bonding must be referred to the Finance Committee before 
they car. be advanced to second reading.

COMMITTEE OF T HE WHOLE

RULE 25. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. When the house forms 
itself into s Committee of the Whole the presiding officer 
vacates the ehair and calls upon a member to preside. The 
Uniform Rules are observed in the Committee of the Whole but 
no member shall be recognised a second time until every 
member wishing to speak r.as spoken. When a bill is con­
sidered in the Committee of the Whole it shall be read and 
debated by sections end amendments adopted shall be noted on 
paper separate from ch» bill. When the committee rises and 
reports, the amendments proposed by the committee and other 
amendments may be adopted.

D E C O R U M  IN DEBATE

RULE 26. DECORUM IN DEBATE. Decorum in debate is 
governed by the provisions of Sections 120 through 127, 
MASON'S MANUAL OF LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE, 1979 edition, when 
not inconsistent with these Uniform Rules.

MOTIONS

RULE 27. MOTIONS. (a) Ihcn an oral motion is made, 
it shall h< restated by the presiding officer. Motions 
shall be itiuced to writing if the presiding officer or a 
member requests it. A written motion shall be handed to the 
presiding officer and read aloud by the clerk or secretary 
before debate.

(b) After a bill or resolution has been introduced or 
a motion for the adoption of an amendment has been made, and 
is read by the clerk or secretary or stated by the pro iding 
officer, it is deemed to be in possession of the house. It 
may be withdraw*- di time by the member introducing or
reporting it li consent is gl' en by a majority vote of the 
full members',\ip of the house.



(c) When a question is under debate no motion may be 
made exct.Jt for the following privileged motions which have 
precedence in the order listed:

(1) to sdjourn

(2) for a call of the house

(3) tc t cess

(4) to lay on the table

(5) for the previous question

(6) to limit or to extend the limits of debate

(7) to postpone to a day certain

(8) to commit or recommit

(9) to amer d

(10) to postpone indefinitely

(11)
the same day.

to advance from second to third reading on

FORM OF QUESTION

RULE 28. FORM OF QUESTION. The presiding officer 
shall put the question to the body by stating: "As many as
are in favor of (state the motion) say 'yes!", and after the 
affirmative vote is expressed, "As many as are opposed say 
'no'". If the presiding officer is i.. dcubt about the 
result of the voice vote and calls for a roll call vote, the 
house shall vote.

INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENT

R.JLE 29. INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENT. A measure may be 
indefinitely p stponed by a majority vote of the full mem­
bership of the house. The results of the roll call shall be 
e n t f e d  in the journal. When a motion to postpone has been 
d' ^ated it shall not be allowed again on the same day or at 
the same stage of the bill or proposition. When a bi.T1 
proposition has been postponed indefinitely it may not be 
acted upon again during the life of a legislature except on 
a motion of reconsideration.

RECONSIDERATION

RULE 30. RECONSIDERATION. (a) A member who voted on 
either side of a motion, other than a motion to amend a bill 
or a resolution, may give notice of reconsideration to be 
taken up on the next legislative day, unless the house, by a 
vote of two-thirds of the full membership, orders the recon­
sideration taken up on the same day the notice of recon­
sideration is given.
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(b) When a notice of reconsideration is given, the 
notice is recorded in the journal, and the clerk or secre­
tary may not report the measure to the other house until the 
reconsideration is disposed of or the time for reconsidera­
tion has expired. The time for reconsideration expires at 
adjournment on the next legislative day unless the members 
agree to extend the period for an additional legislative day 
or to another time certain by a majority vote of the members 
present. If the action to be reconsidered is adoption of a 
bill or resolution, the time for reconsideration expires at 
adjournment if the adjournment is for a period in excess of 
three days. When a notice of reconsideration has been 
given, any member may move on the next legislative day for 
reconsideration of the Question.

(c) No notice of reconsideration may be given at a 
joint session or on the last date on which action could be 
taken on the subject under consideration.

(d) Reconsideration shall be once automatically ex­
tended one legislative day i' the house meets but there is 
no calendar of bills and resolutions prepared 'or that day 
due to the management policies of that house.

(e) Calling up reconsideration on the next legislative 
day automatically places the question to be reco jidered 
again before the body in third reading if the question is 
Lne adoption r>». a measure for which ..hree readings are 
required, and opens the questioi for debate. It is subject

all procr lurel motions. When a motion is made that the 
r '.consideration be taken up or the same day the notice of 
consideration is given, the mction that reconsideration be 
taken up on the same day shall ‘tie voted upon separately from 
the quei n to be reconsidered. Calling up reconsideration 
has prec,. .ce over every motion except a motion :o  adjourn. 
Calling up reconsideration cancels the previous vote on the 
question to be reconsidered as completely as though it had 
never been taken. There may be but one reconsideration, 
even thougn the action of the house after reconsideration is 
opposite from the action of the house before reconsidera­
tion.

RESCINDING At TION

RULE 31. RESCINDING ACTION. (a) The motion to re­
scind has the effect of making ineffective the action pre­
viously taken. The motion is not in order when the question 
can be reached by giving notice of intent to reconsider or 
if notice of reconsideration has already been given. The 
motion to rescind is not \n order unless the bill or measure 
is in the possession of the house, but the second house may 
be requested tc return the bill or measure for that purpose 
at any time before final action on the bill or measure by 
the second house. Adoption of the motion to rescind cancels 
the previous vote on the question as completely as though it 
had never been taken.

(b) The power to rescind is lost when an authorized 
act is carried out or the legislature has ratified a con­
tract.
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(c) Any member may move to rescind whether the member 
voted on the prevailing side or not., and all subsidiary 
motions can be applied to it as to any other main motion. 
The motion to rescind may not be renewed during the session 
and is not subject to reconsideration. The motion to re­
scind requires the same vote as that required to pass the 
measure originally.

PREVIOUS QUESTION

RULE 32. PREVIOUS QUESTION. (a) The previous ques­
tion upon all recognized motions or amendments which are 
debatable may be ordered by a two-thirds vote of the members 
present. It ordered, the previous question has the effect 
of cutting off all debate and bringing the house to a direct 
vote upon the motion or amendment then pending or which has 
been ordered. The question is not debatable and cannot be 
amended.

(b) If the motion is defeated the consideration goes 
on as if the motion had not been made. If the motion is 
sustained the presiding officer at once and without debate 
puts the motion or amendment as ordered. If an adjournment 
is bad after the previous question is ordered, the subjict 
comes up in its regular order on the next legislative d ly 
and the previous qviition still operates.

DIVISION OF A QUESTION

RULE 33. DIVI.'.I^N OF A QUESTION. A division of a
question cannot be demanded as a right by any member. It
must be made pursuant to a motion stating precisely the 
division asked for. This motion may be amended. The pre­
siding officer may decide, subject to an appeal to the
house, that the division proposed cannot be made. If ap­
pealed to the house, the house decides if it can be divided.

VOTING PROCEDURE

RULE 34. VOTING PROCEDURE. (l) General. The vote on 
final passage of all bills and joint resolutions is taken by 
the calling of the roll and the recording of the yeas and 
nays in the journal. A roll call vote on any measure may be 
demanded by any member of the house. In case of an equal 
vote on any rolL call the motion is lost. Except for the 
name of the presiding officer, who always votes last, the 
roll call of members of the nouse shall be rotated daily 
when the voting machine is not used.

(b) Abstention. Every member present in the house 
shall vote unlcs' the house for special reasons permits a 
member to nbstair.. All motions excusing a member from
voting shall be m m  e before the house divides or before the 
call for the yens and nays is commenced. A member request­
ing to be excused from voting may mane a brief oral state­
ment of the reasons for the request and the question of 
granting permission to abstain shall be taken without 
further debate. A member may not explain a vote, may not
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discuss the question while the yeas and nsys are be>ng 
called, and may not change a vote after the roll cal) resuit 
has been announced. Upon division and count of the house ot 
any question a member who is not within the chamber may not 
be counted. A member may not be permitted to abstain except 
upon the unanimous consent of the membership.

(c) Use of the electric voting machine.

(1) The electric voting machine shall be used 
whenever a roll call vote is required or ordered. If the 
machine is not operating cr not operating properly the vote 
shall be taken by calling the roll as provided for in (a) c,f 
this rule.

(2) The electric voting machine is under the 
control of the presiding officer and shall be operated by 
the chief clerk or secretary or designated deputy of the 
clerk or secretary at the direction of the presiding 
officer.

(3) When a yea(yes) or nay(no) vote is to be 
taken the presiding officer shall state the question and 
instruct the members to proceed to vote. When time has been 
allowed the members to vote, the presiding officer shall 
ask: "Has any member failed to vote?" ana after a short
pause the presiding officer shall airect the clerk in charge 
of the voting machine to close the roll. After the roll has 
been closed, the presiding officer shall ask: "Does any
member desire to change his or her vote?" If any member 
does desire to change the vote, the member shall rise in 
place and ai.dress the chair, and upon being recognized by 
the chair, shall state a desire to change his or her vote. 
The presiding officer shall then direct the clerk to open 
the roll and direct the member recognized to change his or 
her vote. A member may not ;ote when the rolls are so 
opened unless the member is recognized and permitted to vote 
or to change a vote. Hembero who have not previously voted 
may vote when the rolls are so opened, upon being recognized 
and permitted to vote. After all members who desire to vote 
or to change their vote have had an opportunity to do so, 
the presiding officer shall close the roll, after which a 
mft’abfir may nor. be permitted to change a vote. The presiding 
officer shall then direct the clerk to record the vote. The 
clerk shall then transmit the result to the presiding 
officer, who shall announce the vote. The result shall be 
recorded in the dally journal.

(A) Copies of voting records. The clerk or 
secretory shall retain one copy of the voting rec^nj on each 
question in the file of the nousc and provide one copy for 
the press room file and the files of the Leglrlativc Affairs 
Agency.

(5) Voting stations. A member inn' vote only when 
at the member's desk. When a member otiiCk than the regular 
presiding officer is presiding, the presiding jfflccr, if 
present, and the other member may direct the. chief clerk or 
secretary to indicate their votes.

(6) Misuse of voting Blation. A member may not 
vote for another member. A person may not cast a vote for r

-16*



member except as otherwise provided in these rules. A 
member who votes for another member may be punished in a 
manner the house determines. A person voting for a member 
when not authorized by this rule is barred from thl floor of 
the house and may be further punished as the house considers 
proper.

AMENDMENT

RULF. 35. AMENDMENT. (EFFECTIVE UNTIL JUNE 30, 1982) 
No motion or proposition on a subject shall be admitted 
under color of amendment if the subject matter is different 
from that under consideration. No amendment may be con­
sidered by the houst unless submitted in writing and read 
aloud by the clerk or oecretary. Amendments offered by a 
committee shall be included in its written report and at­
tached to the original bill A bill in second reading is 
subject to amendment and is t.eated section by section, No 
amendment may be made to a bill in its third reading but the 
bill may be returned to second r 'ading by a majority of the 
membership of the house for the p'rposo of specific amend­
ment. A title may be amended or a coangc of sponsor made in 
third reading or after passage «.y majority vote, but same 
must be accomplished before the measure acted upon has been 
enroll'd. When amendments to the body of a bill affect the 
numbering of sections, or passage or failure of the effec­
tive date clause affects the title, the clerk or secretary 
may accomplish the necessary changes without formal motion, 
and such changes shall be noted in the journal. Resolutions 
may be amended in the same manner as a bill.

RULE 35. AMENDMENT. (EFFECTIVE JUNE 30, 1982) . A
motion or proposition or. a subject may not be admitted under 
color of amendment if the subject matter is different from 
that under consideration. A motion or proposition on a iub- 
ject thai requires a change in the title of the bill as 
enacted in the house of origin, other than a clerical or 
technical change, i3 not in order in the second house. An 
amendment muy not be considered by the house unless sub­
mitted In writing and read aloud by the clerk or secretary. 
Amendments offered by a couxUttee shall be included in its 
written report and attached to the original bill. A bill in 
second reading Is stbjcct to amendment and is treated sec­
tion by section. An amendment may not be made to a hill in 
its third reading, but the bill may be returned to second 
rending by a majority vote of the full membership of the 
house for the purpose of specific amendment. When action on 
a specific amendment in second rending is completed, the 
bill automatically advances to third reading. Except as 
provided in this rule, a title may be amended or a change of 
sponsor made in third reading or after pasnnee by n majority 
vote of the meiub'.rs present, hut the title Amendment or 
sponsor change must be accomplished before the measure acted 
upon has been enrolled. When amendments to the body of a 
bill affect the numbering of sectians, or passage or fuilure 
of the effective date clause affei ts the title, the clerk or 
secretary may accomplish the accessary changes without 
formal motion, and the eho’,i£*a shall be noted in the 
lournal. Resolutions may be ame ided in the same manner as a 
bill.



PREFILIN G  Ot B IL L S

RULE 36. PREF1IJVG OF BILLS, (a) Bills or proposals 
for bills may be prefiied with the executive director of the 
Legislative Affairs Agency at any time before January 1. 
All requests are confidential and are limited to bills and 
those joint resolutions proposing amendments to the state or 
federal constitutions. Bills given final approval by the 
sponsor will be assigned a number and duplicated during the 
week prior to tbu convening date of the session and made 
available to the press and public. A member may request no 
more chan 10 bills for prefiling Drafts of prefiled bills 
not receiving sponsor approval prf.or to the convening day of 
the session will not be introduced as prefiled bills, but, 
at the direction of the sponsor, will be prepared in final 
fora by the agency staff, subject to the demands of assigned 
interim and pre-session work.

(b) Prefiled bills are submitted to each house for 
formal introduction and first reading at the commencement of 
the first regular session on the day when the house is 
organized to the point where it has committees to receive 
bills, or on the first i,ay z * the second regular session. 
Prefiied bills are read and referred to committee in advance 
of other bills.

INTROOUCTION OF BILLS

RULE 37. 1NTR0DU'riOh' OF BILLS. (a) Any member, 
group of members, standing, special, or joint committee may 
introduce a hill, subject to the provisions of these Uniform 
Rules. A bill must be introduced, in proper form as ap­
proved by the enrolling secretary of the legislature, with 
the original and two carbon copies delivered to the chief 
clerk or secretary. The bill is then assigned a number 
which it retains through subsequent changes 3nd substitu­
tions. The bill <h considered formally introduced when the 
clerk or secretary reads the heading and title aloud in open 
session (first reading). Bills may be introduced through 
the Rules Committees by the governor and the permanent 
interim committees pursuant to provisions of law.

(b) The original copy of a bill or resolution, or any 
substitute therefor remains at all times in the custody of 
the chief clerk or secretory. When the original copy has 
been photographed for duplication each page of the bill is 
marked or stomped "original copy". The first carbon of the 
original bill is jackctt. and marked "ci'inmlttee copy" and is 
delivered on receipt U  the chairman of the committee of 
first reference. The "comm'.tLue copy" is the official copy 
UBcd to accompany committee reports within •: house. If the 
committee copy is lost or is not otherwls-. available a 
certified photocopy of the original copy may be used. The 
original of He enrolled copy is used ior certification by 
each house tot transmittal to the governor.
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H ISTO RY OF B IL L S

RliLt 38. HISTORY OF 3ILLS. A separate history of the 
bills of each house shall be maintained for both houses by 
the Legislative Affairs Agency. The agency shall, in co­
operation with the legislators who chair the Rules Commit­
tees and the chief clerk and senate secretary, maintain a 
current record on all bills and resolutions and publish a 
weekly report on the status of the bills of each house.

ACTION J,. BILLS

RULE 39. ACTION ON BILLS, (a) Number of readings. A 
bill may not become law unless it has passed three separate 
readings in each house on three separate days, except that 
any bill may be advanced from second to third reading on the 
same day by a three-fourths vote of the full membership of 
the house considering it. (Constitution, Art. II, Sec. 14)

(b) First Reading. The first reading consists of a 
reading aloud by the clerk or secretary of the following 
information: the house of origin, the bill number, the 
sponsor, and the title of the bill, e.g., "In the House,
House Bill No. ..., by ....... and  A bill for an Act
entitled, 'An Act relating to a code of ethics for state 
employees."1 The bill is then referred by the presiding 
officer to one or more committees. The house may by a 
majority vote of the full membership of the house refer the 
bill to any other standing or special committee.

(c) Second Reading. When a bill appears on the calen­
dar for second reading it is read in the same manner as in 
the first reading unless the members present order by a 
majority vote of the full membership of the house that it be 
read <n full. When the second rending of the bill and the 
accompanying committee report is completed the bill is then 
before the house for amendment. It a proposed amendment is 
tabled I", does not carry with it or prejudice the bill. 
When all amendments have been made the presiding officer 
directs the clerk or secretary to hove the bill engrossed 
with all amendments approved by the house and to certify its 
proper engrossment on the following legislative day. When 
the clerk or secretary reports the bill back properly en­
grossed it is then delivered to the Rules Committee for 
placement on the calendar for third rending and final c.a- 
sidcratlon. A house may, by a three-fourths vote of t:b- 
full membership of the house, order that the bill be con­
sidered engrossed upon the completion of the second reading 
for the purpose of advancing It from second to ihlrd rending 
on th'- same day.

(d) Third Reading. On Its third reading the bill is 
rend by heading and title only. The question on third 
reeding of a bill is upon its final passage and no amend­
ments may be considered. No bill may become law without an 
affirmative vote of the majority of the membership of each 
house. The yeas and nays on final passage, noting the name 
and vote of en j  member, shall be entered in the journal. 
The bill Is then engrossed or enrolled, as appropriate, at 
the direction of the clerk or secretary.



(e) If a bill or portion of a bill contains matter 
changing a supreme court rule governing practice and pro­
cedure in civil or criminal cases, the bill must contain a 
section expressly citing the rule and noting what change is 
being proposed. The section containing the change in a
court rule oust be approved by an affirmative vote of two-
thirds of the full membership of each house. If the section 
effecting a change in the court rule fails to receive the 
required two-thirds vote, the section is void and without 
effect and is deleted from the bill. The fact that a bill 
contains a section which changes a court rule shall also be
noted in the title of the bill.

(f) If a bill or portion of a bill contains material 
whi h has an effective date other than the date which is 90 
days after the bill becomes law, the bill must contain a 
section or sections setting out the proposed effective date 
or dates. The section or sections relating to the effective 
dateB must be approved by an affirmative vote of two-thirds 
of the full membership of each house. If a section setting 
out an effective date fails to receive the required two- 
thirds vote in either house, the section is void and '-Hthout 
effect and is deleted from the bill. The fact thai .1 bill 
contains a section which sets out an effective date shall 
also be noted in the title ol the bill.

(g) A bill may be recommitted any time before passage.

COURSE OF BILLS

RULE 40. COURSE OF BILLS. When a bill has passed the 
house in which it originated and has been certified as 
properly engrossed by the clerk or secretary and photo­
graphed for duplication (if changes have been made), it 
shall be signed by the presiding officer and the clerk or 
secretary. The clerk or secretary shall transmit the 
original and committee copies of the bill on receipt to the 
other house. When the second house receives the message 
accompanying the engrossed bill and reporting its passage, 
the bill shall be read by the clerk or secretary for the 
first time and then referred by the presiding officer to one 
or more committees for subsequent action by that house.

AM ENDMENTS IN OTHER HOUSE

RULE 41. AMENDMENTS IN OTHER HOUSE. (EFFECTIVE UNTIL 
JUNE 30, 198/!) When n bill, resolution, or citation passed 
in one house is amended in the other house, the bill, reso­
lution, or citation with certified amendments is returned to 
the house of origin requesting concurrence. The vote 011 
concurrence in amendments is tukcn by the calling of the 
roll and the recording of the yeas and nays in the journal. 
Adoption requires a majority vote of the full membership in 
each house. If concurrence is had the clerk or secretary 
notes the concurrence In the journal , informs the other 
house cf the concurrence, and proceeds to have the hill or 
resolution enrolled tor certification nd Tunsmlttal to the 
governor.



RULE 41. AMENDMENTS IN OTHER HOUSE. (EFFECTIVE 
JUNE 30, 1982) (a) When a bill, resolution, or citation
passed in one house is amended in the other house, the bill, 
resolution, or citation with certified amendments is re­
turned to the house of origin requesting concurrence. The 
vote on concurrence in amendments is taken by the calling of 
the roll and the recording of the yeas and nays in the 
journal. Adoption requires a majority vote of the full 
membership in each house. If concurrence is had the clerk 
or secretary notes the concurrence in the journal, informs 
the other house of the concurrence, and proceeds to have the 
bill or resolution enrolled for certification and trans­
mittal to the governor.

(b) An amendment to a bill introduced in the other 
house is not in order if the amendment requires a change of 
the bill title other than a clerical or technical change.

CONFERENCE AND FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEES

RULE 42. CONFERENCE AND FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEES,
(a) If one house refuses to concur in the amendments of the 
other it so notifies the amending house and requests that it 
recede from its amendments. The vote on receding from 
amendment" is taken by the calling of the roll and the 
recording of the yeas and nays in the journal. A house 
recedes from its amendments only by a majority vote of the 
full membership of the house. If the house refuses to 
recede, the presiding officer of each house appoints three 
members to sit as a Conference Committee. The committee 
meets when mutually agreeable to its members. If the com­
mittee reaches agreement on previously adopted amendments to 
a bill adopted by either house, the committee then submits 
an identical report to each house. The report Is not sub­
ject to amendment in either house. If the report is adopted 
by each house the bill is enrolled, signed, and transmitted 
to the governor. It the members of the Conference Committee 
cannot agree on amendments, or if one or both houses refuses 
to adopt the committee report, the Conference Committee sub­
mits an identical written report to each house listing the 
specific points of disagreement for which the committee 
requests powers of free conference. The presiding officer 
of each house may then give limited powers of free confer­
ence only on the specific points listed. If the members of 
a Conference Comnittee with ’ ‘mited powers of free confer­
ence cannot agree on amend. s, or one or both houses 
refuses to adopt the committe. eport, it is then in order 
to apnolnt a Free Conference Committee. A member who served 
on a Conference Committee or a Conference Committee with 
limited powers of free conference may not be appointed to a 
subsequent Corterencc Committee or Free Conference Committee 
concerning the same measure. The vote on adoption of a 
conference committee report is taken by the calling of the 
roll and the recording of the yeas and nays in the journal. 
Adoption r quires a majority vote of the full membership of 
cncn house.

(b) A Free Conference Committee is appointed In the 
same manner as a Conference Committee and may suggest in its 
report any new amendments clearly germane to the question. 
When a majority of the member.<hip of the cc mlttee from ccch 
house agrees on amendments, the amendments are attached to



the bill and reported back to each house in an identical 
report. The report is not subject to amendment in e her 
house. If the report is adopted in each house the bill is 
then ordered enrolled by its house of origin. If the mem­
bers of a Free Conference Committee fail to agree on amend­
ments or one or both houses refuses to adopt the free con­
ference report, a second Free Conference Committee may be 
appointed, but nc member of the first committee may be reap­
pointed. A  free conference report may not be voted on by 
the hous . until at least 24 hours after the report is dupli­
cated ant delivered to the chief clerk or secretary of the 
house for distribution to each member. The chief clerk or 
secretary shall certify the time of delivery of the report 
for recording in the journal. The vote on adoption of a 
free conference committee report is taken by the calling of 
the roll and the recording of the yeas and nays in the 
journal. Adoption requires a majority vote of the full 
membership of each house,

(c) (EFFECTIVE JUNE 30, 1982) A  Conference Committee 
with limited powers of free conference or a ~ree Conference 
Committee may not include in its report on an appropriation 
bill an item which was not included in a version of that 
appropriation bill adopted in third reading by a house and 
tne amount appropriated by an item may not exceed the higher 
amount appropriated by that item in a version of the bill 
adopted in third reading by a house. An item in an ap­
propriation bill includes a line item, an allocation, and an 
appropriation.

(d) (EFFECTIVE JUNE 30, 1982) Notwithstanding the 
provisions of (c) of this rule, a Free Conference Committee 
may consider and include in its report on an appropriation 
bill appropriations as requested by attached fiscal notes on 
new legislation and resolutions that have been passed by 
both houses.

(e) (EFFECTIVE JUNE 30, 1982) A Conference Committee, 
a Conference Committee with limited powers of free confer­
ence, or a Free Conference Committee may not adopt a report 
that requires a change in the title of a bill other than a 
clerical or technical change.

ENROLLMENT

RULE 43. ENROLLMENT, (a) When a bill has passed both 
houses the presiding officer of the house of origin directs 
that it be enrolled. The clerk or secretary transmits the 
engrossed bill to the enrolling "?cretary of the legisla­
ture, who, with the revisor of ..t.ntctcs, checks the bill 
before placement in final form accardiiis to the legislative 
drafting manual. The enrolling secretary is authori-ed to 
correct form and manifest errors which are clerical, typo­
graphical, or errors in spelling or errors by way of 
additions or omissions. The enrolling secretary is required 
to report errors by way of addition or omission and defi­
ciencies w.ien the bill is returned to the house of origin. 
When on error or deficiency has been reported, the clerk or 
secretary shall advise the presiding officers of both houses 
before Lhe bill is sif.r.d and transmitted to the governor.



(b) Bills consisting of several pat’;3 need not be 
formally enrolled if the presiding officer announces that, 
for reasons of economy and time, formal enrollmont is being 
waived. If enrollment ip waived, and the presiding officer 
of the other 'house consents, the first page and signatory 
page? of the bill will be enrolled and then affixed to the 
engrossed bill along with any certified amendments and when 
signed by the officers of both hounes will be transmitted to 
the governor with a letter noting that enrollment was 
waived. Engrossment of such bills may also be waived in the 
same manner.

TIME LIMIT O N  INTRODUCTION

RULE 44. TIHE LIMIT ON INTRODUCTION. No bill or 
resolution other than one sponsor^ by o standing committee 
may be introduced after the thirty-fifth day of the second 
regular session of the legislature.

VETOED BILLS

RULE 45. VETOED BILLS. The governcr 'ay veto a bill 
or by veto strike or reduce an item in «. appropriation 
bill. The governor shell return the vetoed bi.-l or the hill 
iii which an appropriatior item was stricken or reduced with 
a statement of objections to the house of cigia,. The 
receipt of the bill and veto statement are no ed in the 
journal, and the other house is promptly request'd to meet 
in joint session to reconaidec passage of the vetoed bill or 
item. The vote on reconsideration of a vetoed bill or item 
is entered in the journal of both houses. Bills to raise 
revenue and appropriation bills or items, although vetoed, 
become law • ~n reconsideration by the affirmative vote of 
three-fourtf of the full membership of the legislature 
sitting in joint session as one body. Other vetoed bills 
become law cpon reconsideration by the affirmative vote of 
two-thirds of the full membership of the legislature sitting 
in joint session as one body (Secs. 15 and 16, Art. II, 
State Constitution), kills vetoed after adjournment of an” 
regular session shall be returned with a statement of tf . 
governor's objections to the Legislative Affairs Agency and 
may be reconoidered by the full membership of the legisla­
ture sitting as oni body not later than the fifth day after 
the next regular session or any irtervening special session 
convenes during that legislature.

CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS

RULE 46. CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS. Appointments 
by the governor are made pursuant to AS 39.05.080. Such 
appointments are subject to confirmation by a majority vote 
of the full membership of the legislature in Joint session. 
(Secs. 25 and 26, Art. Ill, State Constitution;
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B IL L S  AND REf.OLUT DNS C A R R Y  OVER

RULE 47. BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS CARRY OVER. Bills and 
resolutions introduced in the first regular session of a 
legislature which are not passed or not withdrawn, defeated, 
vetoed, or indefinitely postponed, carry over into the 
second regular session of the same legislature in the same 
reading or status they were in at the time of adjournment.

DISCHARGE OF BILLS FROM COMMITTEE

RULE 48. DISCHARGE OF BILLS FROM COMMITTEE. (a) If 
the majority of the full membership of a standing, special, 
or joint committee desire that any legislation pending 
before the committee be considered, they may present the 
request, in writing, to the presiding officer. The pre­
siding officer shall sign the request and this action shall 
be noted in the journal. The committee chair affected shall 
schedule the specified legislation for consideration within 
three days after transmittal of the request by the presiding 
officer to the committee chair.

(b) If the chair does not adhere to the provisions of
(a) of this rule, the particular legislation to be scheduled 
shall automatically be referred to the next committee of 
reference on the fourth day following the transmittal of the 
request to the chair.

(c) Bills in the Rules Committee of each house shall 
be placed on the daily calendar in see and- reading within 
three days after receipt of a request signed by a majority 
of the full membership of the committee and the presiding 
officer following the procedure provided in (a) of this rule 
to place a particular item of legislation on the calendar.

(d) Nothing in this rule prevents an oral motion to 
discharge a bill from committee by any member of the body at 
any time.

RESOLUTIONS

RULE 49. RESOLUTIONS. (a) The only type of instru­
ment other than a bill or citation authorized under these 
Uniform Rules is a resolution. The types and uses of reso­
lutions arc as follows:

(1) A simple resolution is j formalized motion 
passed by ™« Louse only and bearing the heading "lloute 
Resolution" or "Senate Resolution". It may be used to 
express the will, wish, view, opinion, sympathy, or request 
of the house adopting it. The s'inple resolution shall be 
used to establish a special committee. It does not require 
committee referral, three readings, or a roll call vote. 
Approval of a simple resolution requires a majority vote cf 
the full membership of the house.

(2) A special resolution headed "House Special 
Resolution" or "Senate Special Resolution" is used only for
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the purpose of expelling a member unde:- provisions of 
Sec. 12, Art. II, of the State Constitution The special 
resolution requires a referral to the Rules Committee, three 
readings, and a two-thirds vote of the full tembership of 
the house for approval.

(3) A concurrent resolution is similar to the 
simple resolution but reflects the will, wish, view or 
decision of both houses speaking concurrently. It is used 
particularly to handle the internal business of the legisla­
ture, e.g., adjournment of the legislature, s-.^Fc.n3ion and 
amendment of the Uniform Rules, requesting action of execu­
tive agencies and interim committees, and fixing the time 
and place for joint assemblies. This resolution is also 
used for establishing joint committees. This resoluticr. 
does not require committee referral, three readings, or 
anything other than approval of a majority vote of the full 
membership of each house unless otherwise required by the 
rules.

(A) A special concurrent resolution is employed 
to consider disapproval of an executive order of the 
governor laid before the legislature under provisions of 
Sec. 23, Art. Ill, of the State Constitution. This reso­
lution must be considered by a Joint committee and may be 
adopted by a . majority vote of the full membership of the 
legislature in joint session without recourse to three 
readings.

(5) A joint resolution is the most formal type of 
resolution and is adopted by both houses and then signed by 
the governor as a ministerial formality. The Joint resolu­
tion is treate4 in all respects as a bill but it is not 
subject to vet . It is usually reserved for addressees 
outside the sta.e. This resolution is used mainly to ex­
press the view c c wish of the legislature to the President, 
the Congress or agencies of the United States Government or 
the governments of other states. It in required for pro­
posing or ratifying amendments to the U. S. Constitution, 
proposing amendments to the State Constitution under pro­
visions of Sec. 1, Art. XIII, of the State Constitution, and 
for disapproval of local government boundary changes recom­
mended by the Local Boundary Commission under provisions of 
Sec. 12, Art. X, of the State Constitution. Approval of a 
joint resolution requires a majority vote of liic full mem­
bership of each Louse.

(b) All resolutions passed by one or both houses are 
•,ent to the governor as a matter of information and for 
permanent filing with the lieutenant governor. The lieu­
tenant governor sends enrolled copies of Joint resolutions 
to the federal and other state officers, agencies and 
Jurisdictions. The transmittal >f copicB of all other 
resolutions to designated addressers is the responsibility 
of the Legislative Affairs Agency.

LEGISLATIVE C 'TATICNS

RULE 50. LEGISLATIVE CITATIONS. 'a) The appropriate 
instrument for expressing commcndatioi , condolences, ap­
preciation or congratulations to an ind.vidual or a group, 
or to recognize a particular event or occnion, is a "Lcgis-
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lative Citation" approved by both houses. The contents of 
the citation expressing the sentiment of the legislature 
will be typed on a special presentation form suitable for 
framing and bear the signature of the presiding officers.

(b) A  member or members may introduce a citation by 
submitting it to the Rules Committee on a form prescribed in 
the legislative drafting manual. Unless handled as provided 
in (c) of this section, the name of the person, group or 
occasion being noted along with the names of the sponsors 
will be listed under special business on the daily calendar 
of the subsequent day and be voted upon by the house. 
Approval will be noted in the journal. When action in the 
second house is completed the citation will be enrolled in 
final form, signed by the presiding officers, and sent to 
the appropriate person.

(c) The person who chairs the Rules Committee of each 
house may, from time to time, designate Citation Consent 
Calendar days. When the Citation Consent Calendar is con­
sidered as a special order of business, a legislator may 
object to the inclusion of a citation or may propose amend­
ments to a citation. If either event occurs, the particular 
citation concerned shall be removed from the consent calen­
dar and processed in accordance with (b) of this rule. Only 
one recorded vote need be taken and the one vote shall stand 
as the vote on final passage as to all the citations on the 
Citation Consent Calendar.

JOINT SESSIONS

RUL1 51. JOINT SESSIONS. A joint session may be 
called b\ agreement of the presiding officers of both houses 
or by ei ’.her house by motion adopted by a majority vote of 
the full c*"ibership of the house. It  a joint session is
called by a l.ouse, the house calling the session shall
propose a time for the session. The other house may agree 
to meet in Joint session at the time proposed or set another 
time within the three-day period following the time pro­
posed. The president of the senate in the presence of the 
speaker of the house presides over joint sessions and the 
joint sessions are governed by the Uniform Rules. When a 
roll call vote is required to deal with any subject being 
considered in Join* session the members of the house of
representatives may ase the electric voting machine for the 
roll coll if the members of the house of representatives, by 
a majority vote of the full membership of the house of
representatives, agree to the use of the electric votirg 
machine in place of the oral roll call.

ADJOURNMENT

RULE 52. ADJOURNMENT. Neither house may adjourn or 
recess f'r longer than three days unless the other concurs. 
(Sec. 10, Art. 11, State Constitution) Adoption of a con­
current resolution by a majority vote of the full membership 
of each house constitutes concurrence. A motion to adjourn 
or recess a session is in order when it is I he Intent ion of 
the legislature to recess or adjourn to a day certain. A 
motion to adjourn sine die is in order only at the end of a 
second regvlar session or a special session.
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ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF RULES

RULE 53. ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF RULES. The Unifora 
Rult • of each legislature shall be adopted in joint session 
by a majority vote of the full membership of each house. 
Thereafter the Uniform Rules may be amended only by the 
adoption of a concurrent resolution by a two-thirds vote of 
the full membership of each house. When the rules are 
affected by constitutional and statutory changes, the Legis­
lative Council will effect the necessary formal revision in 
the next printing of the rules and inform the Rules Commit­
tee of the changes made.

SUSPENSION OF RULES

RULE 56. SUSPENSION OF RULES. Unless otherwise pro­
vided for in the case o' a particular rule, the Uniform 
Rules may be suspended b> a concurrent resolution approved 
by a two-thirds vote of the full membership of each house. 
If either house violates a uniform rule a question of order 
may be raised in the other house. If it is decided by the 
other house that the Uniform Rules have been violated, the 
bill involved in that violation shall be returned to its 
house of origin without further action.

INTERPRETATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF RULES

RULE 55. INTERPRETATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF RULES,
(a) The rules of parliamentary practice comprised in 
MASON'S MANUAL OF LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE, 1979 edition, 
implement and govern the Uniform Rules of the Legislature in 
all cases not covered by these Uniform Rules.

(b) Whenever used in these rules, the phrase "by a 
majority vote of the full membership of the house" means a 
minimum vote reaui-ed for approval or adoption of a measure 
is 21 votes in the n^jse of representatives, 11 votes in the 
senate.
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INDEX TO UNIFORM RULES

Rule No.

ABSENCE OF MEMBERS.................. .. ............ 15
Absence of presiding officer..................4
Call of the house......................... ...16
Committee meetings............................ 15

ABSTENTION FROM VOTING.............................34

ADJOURNMENT.................................  52

ADMIN ISTRATIVE SERVICES.......  ............. . 5

ADMISSION TO FLOOR.................................. 11

ADOPTION OF RULES.............................. 53

ADVANCEMENT TO THIRD READING
Automatic after specific :aendment............35

(effective date: 6/30/82)
Three-fourths vote required...................39

AMENDMENTS........................................... 35
Other house.................................... 41
Rules........................................... 53
Title............................. 24, 35, 41, 42

(effective date: 6/30/82)

APPOINTMENTS
Confirmation. ............................. 46

APPROPRIATION BILLS
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free conference committees................ 42
(effective dat : 6/30/82)

Special and Joint committees.................21

"BILL STRIPPING" 24, 35, 41, 42
(effective date: 6/30/82)

BILLS
Action on bills................................3 1
Advancement to third reading.................'J
Amendments.................................35, 41
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(effective date: 6/30/82)
Carry over to second sesaion................ 4 ’
Change of sponsor............................. 35
Change in title..................24, 35, 41, 42

(effective date: 6/30/82)
Committee referral and action............... 24

. Copies.......................................... 37
Photographing for duplication after

passing hous-' of origin.............. 40
. ' of   40
D -ge from cc.amittec..................... 48
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Legislative d-aftlng manual............ 10
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Enrollment...................................... 43
First reading.................................. 39
History of bills............................... 38
Introduction....................................37

Time limit................................ 44
"Piggybacking"................... 24, 35, 41, 42

(effective date: 6/30/82)
Postponement of measure

Indefinite postponement.................29
Prefiling..................................... ••36
Readings........................................ 39
Recommitting....................................39
Second reading................................. 39
Third reading................................... 39
Vetoed bills....................................45
Voting

Generally, see VOTING 
Withdrawal. ....................................27

BUDGETS
Preparation of annual legislative budge',....6 

CALENDAR
. Citation consent calendar.................... 50

Daily calendar................................. 18

CALL OF THE HOUSE....................................16

CARRY OVER, BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS.................47

CHAMBERS
Admission....................................... 11
Use...............................  12

CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE
Admission to chambers......................... 11
Certification of time of delivery of free

conference committee reports.............. 42
Duplication work orders........................5
Election o f ......................................3
Operation of electric voting machine....... 34
Preparation of Journal.........................9
Reading of bills.......................... 37, 40
Referral of communications...,............... 7
Selection of office staff..................... 3
Signing of bills...............................40
Term of office.  ...............................3

CITATIONS............................................. 50

COMMITTEES
B i H s

Committee referral and action..........24
Discharge from committee............... 48

Committee of the whole............   25
Committee on committees........................1
Conference committees.........................42
Free conference committees................... 42
Joint committees...............................21
Minutes of meetings........................... 23
Removal of member for absence............... 15
Rules committee

Citations ................................ 50

Rule No.
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Daily calendar.............      .18
Introduction of bills through..........37
Session staff..............................3
Standard form for committee minutes...23 
Withdrawal of bills from rules commit­

tee not allowed........................18
Sessions

Open and executive sessions............ 22
Special committees............................ 21
Standing committees

Enumeration and jurisdiction '.....20

COMMUNICATIONS...............................   7

CONCURRENCE IN AMENDMENTS
Refusal to concur............................. 42
Roll call vote required.............   41

CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS..............................49
Amendment of rules.............       53
Establishment of joint committees........... 21
Resolutions generally, see RESOLUTIONS 
Special concurrent resolutions,:............ 49

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES...............................42
Limited powers of free conference........... 42

CONFIRMATION OF GOVERNOR'S APPOINTMENTS..........46

CONVENING
First session................................... 1
Hour for convening...................   .. .12

COPIES • . •
Bills..................    37
Voting records................  ;......34

DAILY CALENDAR............................   .18

DAILY ORDER OF BUSINESS.......................... i .17

DECORUM IN DEBATE................................... 26

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
Enforcement of call of the house.'........... 16

DISCHARGE OF BILLS FROM COMMITTEE.'..'... ....... 48

DIVISION OF A QUESTION............................. 33

DRAFTING MANUAI.............................   10

DUPLICATION OF DOCUMENTS............................ 5

EFFECTIVE DATE
Noted in bill title and in separate

section.......................................39

ELECTRIC VOTING MACHINE
Dally roll call............     14
Joint session voting..........  51
Roll call votes................................34
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ELECTRONIC RECORDING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 23

ENROLLING SECRETARY
Preparation of bills for enrollment........ 43
Preparation of drafting manual.............. 10

ENROLLMENT OF BILLS................................. 43

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS.................................. 22

FLOOR
Admission....................................... 11
Privilege of the floor......................... 8

FORM OF QUESTION.....................................28

FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEES......................... 42

"GERMANENESS" OF FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
AMENDMENTS......................................... 42

GOVERNOR
Appointments

Confirmation..............................46
Bills

Introduction through rules
committees..............................37

Veto ....................  45

HISTORY OF BILLS.....................................38

INTERIM COMMITTEES
Joint committees............................... 21
Permanent interim committees,

introduction of bills b y ................... 37
Special committees............................ 21

INTEK^AL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS................... 3

INTERPRETATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF RULES 55

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS............................... 37
Prefiling....................................... 36

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS..............................17

u; OCATION AND MEDITATION.......................... 17

JOINT COMMITTEES.....................................21

JOINT RESOLUTIONS....................................49
Resolutions generally, see RESOLUTIONS

JOINT SESSIONS....................................... 51
Reconsideration not allowed.................. 30

JOURNALS............................................... 9
Communications noted in.................. ...../
Expungement of matter from.................... 9
Privilege of the floor not recorded.......... 8

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
Director, division of administrative services, 

duties of,
Recommends session staff compensation..3
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Supervision of services.................. 5
Enrolling secretary

Drafting manual.......................... 10
Enrollment of bills..................... 43

Entry of committee minutes on
computer system..............................23

Fiscal officer, duties o f .....................5
History of bills............................... 38
Revisor of statutes

Drafting manual.......................... 10
Enrollment of bills..................... 43

LEGISLATIVE CITATIONS............................... 50

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Administrative •'jrvices,

duty to provide...............................5
Adoption of drafting manual..........   10
Budget

Preparation of annual legislative
budget....................................6

Subcommittees for administrative
purposes...................................... 21

LEGISLATIVE DRAFTING MANUAL........................ 10

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Administering oath of office

to members.....................................1

LIMITED POWERS OF FREE CONFERENCE................. 42

MAJORITY LEADER
Ex officio presiding officer.................. 4

MASON'S MANUAL OF LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE
Decorum i.i debate...........   26
Interpretation and implementation

of rules.........................  55
Presiding officers, duties o f .................4

MEMBERS
Absence......................................... 15

Call of the house........................ 16

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS..............   23

MOTIONS............................................... 27
Adjournment.............................  52
Division of a question........................33
Form of question.............    28
Oral motions....................................27
Postponement................................... 29
Previous question..............................32
Privileged motions............................ 27
Reconsideration................................ 30
Rescinding action..............................31
Writ in motion................................. 27

NOTICE
Committee meetings............................ 23
Hearings........................................ 23
Reconsideration................................ 30
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OATH OF OFFICE..........................  1

OFFICES
Assignment by rules committee,................. 12
Use....................................   12

ORDER OF BUSINESS
Daily order of business....................... 17
Special order of business.................... 19

PERSONAL PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR.................... 8

"PIGGYBACKING"......................... 24, 35, 41, 42
(effective date: 6/30/82)

POSTPONEMENT OF A  MEASURE.......................... 29

PREFILING OF BILLS.................................. 36

PRESIDING OFFICER
Absence...........................................4
Appointment of members of special and

joint committees.............................21
Duties........................................ 1, 4
Election

First session..............................1
Second session.............................2

Referral of bills to committees 39, 40
Referral of communications.................... 7
Relinquishment of chair........................4
Signing of bills...............................40
Temporary presiding officers.................. 1
Waiver of formal enrollment and

engrossment.................................. 43

PREVIOUS QUESTION..................................  32

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR............................... 3
Distinguished visitors........................11
Forrer legislators.............................11

PRESS CORPS
Admission to chambers......................... 11

QUORUM.................................................14

RECEDING FROM AMENDMENTS........................... 42

RECONSIDERATION
After veto...................................... 45
Notice of reconsideration.................... 30

RECORDS
Delivery to legislative reference

library....................................... 23
Preparation according to drafting

manual........................................ 10

RESCINDING ACTION....................................31

RESOLUTIONS...........................................49
Amendment....................................... 35
Carry over to second Bession.................47
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Concurrent resolution......................... 49
Amendment of rules.......................53
Establishment of joint committees 31

Drafting........................................ 10
Introduction, time limit..................... 44
Joint resolution...............................49
Simple resolution............................. 49

Establishment of special
committees..............................21

Special concurrent resolution............... 49
Voting generally, see VOTING
Withdrawal......................................27

REVISOR OF STATUTES
Preparation of bills for enrollment.........43
Preparation of drafting manual.............. 10

ROLL CALL
Any member may demand......................... 34
Concurrence in amendments........ -........... 41
Final passage of bills and joint

resolutions.................................. 34

RULES COMMITTEES
See COMMITTEES

SENATE SECRETARY
Admission to chambers......................... 11
Certification of time of delivery of

free conference committee reports.........42
Duplication work orders........................5
Election o f ......................................3
Operation of electric voting machine....... 34
Preparation of journal.................. s....9
Reading of bills.......................... 37, 40
Referral of communications........-........... 7
Selection of office staff.................... .3
Signing of bills.............................. 40
Term of office.................................. 3

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
Duties  ................................... 3
Enforcement of call of the house.. 3, 16
Admission to chambers......................... 11

SESSIONS
Executive sessions............................ 22
First session, organization................... 1
Joint session.................................. 51

Adoption of Uniform Rules.............. 53
Confirmation of appointments...........46

Open sessions.................................. 22
Second session, organization..................2
Staff............................................ 3

5IMPLE RESOLUTIONS.................................. 49
Establishment of special committees.........21
Resolutions generally, see RESOLUTIONS

SPECIAL PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR..................... 8

STAFF
Legislative session staff..................... 3
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IN THE H O U S E  BY THE RU L E S  COMMITT

H O U S E  BILL NO.

IN T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE OF AL A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For an A.ct entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to i n t e r i m  c o mmittees of the legis!

ture; and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

BE IT E NACTED BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* Se c t i o n  1. AS 24.05 is a m e n d e d  by add i n g  a new s e c t i o n  to read:

A R T I C L E  6. I N T E R I M  C O M M I T T E E S  OF THE LEGISLATURE.

Sec. 24.05.220. IN T E R I M  C O M M I T T E E S .  (a) Each interim committ 

of the legislature m ust be a Joi n t  h o u s e - s e n a t e  committee. One-half 

the members of each i n t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e  snail be appoi n t e d  from each 

house of the legislature. The p r e s i d i n g  o fficer o f  each hou s e  shal 

appoint the m e m b e r s  of an i n t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e  from that house. Ac lea 

one member o f  an i n t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e  from each house shall be a member

a m i n o r i t y  party of that house.

(b) An i n t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e  of the legislature may be e stablishe 

o nly by a d o p t i o n  of a c o n c u r r e n t  resolution.

(c) An in t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e  of the legislature may expend m o n e y  oi 

in a c c o r d a n c e  w ith an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  m a d e  by law for the w o r k  of th> 

interim committee.

(d) An i n terim c o m m i t t e e  exist s for the d u r a t i o n  of the legisl 

ture w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e d  it unless its e x i s t e n c e  is terminate d earlier 

c o n c u r r e n t  resolution.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  in acco r d a n c e  with AS 01.

0 7 0 ( c ) .



RULE 1 .  ORGANIZATION OF FIRST SESSION,
(a) At the time fo r convening of the f i r s t  
regu lar se ss ion  of a l e g i s l a t u r e  the l i e u ­
tenant governor c a l l s  each house to order 
separate ly  and c a l l s  the r o l l  of members 
whose e le c t io n  has been c e r t i f i e d .  The 
l ieu tenan t governor [HE] then administers 
the oath of o f f i c e  to the new members and, 
pending the e le c t io n  o f temporary presid ing 
o f f i c e r s ,  preserves order and decorum in the 
house.

(b) When the house by a majority vote 
of the f u l l  membership of the house [VOTE]' 
s e le c t s  a temporary pres id ing o f f i c e r , the 
temporary pre ' ding o f f i c e r  [HE] assumes the 
cha ir  and the 1 'eutenant governor withdraws.
1 lie temporary > ~ °s id inn  o f f i c e r  [CHAIR] then 
c a l l s  for nominations tor a permanent pres id ­
ing o f f i c e r  and the nominee rece iv ing  a 
majority vote of [THE VOTES OF] the fu l l  
membership o f the house^becomes the^^ermancnt

'ie two-year duration of the le g i s l a tu r e .

( a )

BJ J j i  permanent pres id ing o f f i c e r  is not 
elected by the sevciil lTTegisl a t i ve day, on 
the eighth l e g i s l a t ive diiy~tiic~tcniporary 
pres id ing o f f i c e r  shaTl c a l l fo r  nominations 
fo r  a permanent presiding o f f i c er from tlie 
TToor. A roTT caTT vote shaTThe taken on 
the 'persons nominated. I7~a permanent pre­
siding o f f i cer is not e lected, t he temporary 
presiding o f f ic e r  shaT c a l l  fo r  nominations
fo r a permanent presiding o f f i c e r  from the 

unsegueiiC j f i y j j n t i l  a perma- 
o f f i c e r  is e le c ted, one! sha ll

f1dor_dn_ eacTTsiil 
neht presidin 
nrdS'r ITTo l l cal l  vote ) f l e c t i on o f  a p e r  
manent pres ul ind"b if icu r rcgufrus a niajo'Fity 
vote of the f u l l  membership o f the house.

To remove from the rule a reference to 
a sexually explicit pronoun.

( b ) To remove from the rule references to 
sexually explicit nouns and pronouns, 
and to establish procedures for and 
clarify the vote requirements applicable 
to election of temporary and permanent 
presiding officers.

/
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(c) Pending the organ ization o f the 
house a secretary  assigned by the L e g is la ­
t i v e  Council a s s i s t s  the l ieu tenan t governor 
and the temporary and permanent pres id ing 
o f f i c e r s  in the performance o f th e ir  dut ie s .

(d) 1  ’  Uniform Rules o f the L e g is la ­
ture o f the revious regu lar sess ion or any 
authorized rev is ion  of those ru les are used 
as the temporary ru les  unt i l  the Rules 
Committee reports on and the le g i s la tu r e  in 
jo in t  sess ion adopts permanent uniform

ru,es' ---------------------------------------------

(e) The pres id ing o f f icenvsha l 1 an- 
nounce^ not l a t e r  than the day fo llow ing 
[HIS] e le c t io n ^  the appointment of a Commit­
tee on Committees con s is t ing  o f f i ve members 
incIndian the pres id ing o f f i cer [HIMSELF AS
CilAlliWljpand fown other niemBe^s^^The pre- j 0 remove from the rule re ferences to
s i ding o f f i c e r  cha irs the committetr*on-<-<n»^— sexua l ly  exp lic it pronouns, and to com­
m ittees . T h e  committee i s  responsib le for form language used to standard leg is-
riommating the [CHAIRMEN AND] members of the | a l jVB drafting practice ,
standing committees as set out [FORTH] in
Rule 20 and the member who Ts ~ to cha ir  each
standing commit te e  to serve 7or~tlie two-year 
duration oT tlie l e g i s la tu r e .  The membership 
of each committee sh a l l  to ta l  to an uneven 
number and the minority is  e n t i t l e d  to at 
le a s t  one seat on each standing committee.
The report o f the Committee on Committees is 
subject to approval by a major ity vote of
the f u l l  inemlership of the house.



RULE 2. ORGANIZATIOLL gJFSECOND SESSION.
-Hw pres id ing o f f i c e r  of -SwHiSuse during 
the f i r s t  regu lar sess ion  presides during 
the second regu lar sess ion  or any spec ia l 
se ss ion  and administers the oath to any new 
members.



RULE 3. LEGISLATIVE SESSION STAFF.
(a) Each house e le c t s  an in terna l admin is ­
t r a t iv e  [ADMINISTRATION] o f f i c e r  (aTH ie?
Clerk in the House and a Secretary in the 
Senate) to serve for the two-year duration 
of the le g i s la tu r e .  The o f f i c e r  i s  nominated 
by the Rules Committee and e le c ted  by a 
majority vote of the fu l l  membership [MEMBERS] 
of the house. The Chief Clerk and Secretary 
are responsib le for the s e le c t io n  and super­
v i s ion  of the s t a f f  o f th e ir  o f f i c e s  and are 
sub ject to the d irec t ion  of the presid ing 
o f f i c e r  and Rules Committee according to law 
and l e g i s l a t i v e  ru le .

(b) The Rules Committee of each house 
is  responsib le for the se le c t ion  and d ir e c ­
t ion  of the sess ion s t a f f  assigned to each 
chambe • (sergeant-at-arms and th e ir  a s s i s t ­
an ts , i ujes and messengers) and i s  tlie 
source of approval for h ir ing  sess ion a s s i s t ­
ants for standing and s p e c i a l ^committees and 
caucuses and s e c r e t a r ia l  help to~IiTassigned 
to indiv idual members. The Rules Committees 
of the house and senate sh a l l  decide jo in t l y  
and within the amount budgeted for sess ion 
s t a f f  the compensation anil conditions of 
employment o f those working under th e ir  
individual superv is ion . Tlie d irec tor of 
adm in istrat ive se rv ic e s  of tlie L e g is la t iv e  
A f fa i r s  Agency sh a l l  a s s i s t  and make recom­
mendations to tlie Rules Committees regarding 
s t a f f  compensation and re la ted  matters.

{c) The sergeant-at-arnis slial1_attend 
5 * 1 s0&!> i o n s o f l h e  House’ un Ve s s~~aT)senC~ Tor 
Uie purpose'oTTnscTiarglng t lie~(luU e s  of the 
o fTiceT "The sergeant-ai-arms sliaTl mai n ta in

(a ) To correct a reference and to clarify 
the vote requirement for election of 
the chief clerk and secretary.

(c) To provide a description of the duties 
of the sergeant-ai-arms.



order on the f lo o r  of the chamber and in the 
q a l l e r f e s  and adjo in ing ha llway, and assure 
that "any person not permitted by law~or 
l e g i s l a t i v e  ru le to be present in the chamber
i s  removed from the chamber 

that
"The sergeant- 

member does notat-arms sh a l l  assure that a ____
l e a ve the chamber during a c a l l  of the house , 
a juTshall act to se~ure t l iF  attendance in ~pie 
chamber oT members'll is s ing  during a ca l l "oT  
the house.



RULE 4. DUTIES OF THE PRESIDING 
OFFICER. The pres id ing o f f i c e r  of each 
house has the duties se t forth in section 
575,, MASON'S MANUAL OF LEGISLATIVE PROCE­
DURE; when not incons is ten t with these 
Uniform Rules. In the absence of the regular 
pres id ing o f f i c e r ,  the major ity leader of 
the house serv ing ex o f f i c i o  as presid ing 
o f f i c e i \ p r o  tempore sh a l l  p res ide ; except 
that the regu lar pres id ing o f f i c e r  may 
temporarily re l inqu ish  the cha ir  to any 
member. \

V
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RULE 5. ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES. The 
L e g is la t iv e  Council i s  responsib le for pro­
v id ing adm in is trat ive se rv ic e s  necessary to 
the operation of the l e g i s la tu r e  through the 
L e g is la t iv e  A f f a i r s  Agency. The d irec to r  of 
the d iv is ion  o f adm in is trat ive se rv ices has 
general supervision of the central f i s c a l ,  
procurement, dup lica t ing , d is t r ibu t ion  and 
mailing se rv ic e s .  O f f i c i a l  documents and 
items are duplicated only when submitted 
with a work order signed by a presid ing 
o f f i c e r ,  committee chaiueg?^ or the ch ie f  
c le rk  or senate sec re ta ry , or th e ir  autho­
rized represen tat ives . Ho requests for the 
dup licat ion o f personal or unauthorized 
items or items not accompanied by a work 
order signed by an authorized person may be 
accepted. The f i s c a l  o f f i c e r  i s  responsib le 
for the preparation of p a y r o l l ,  personnel 
and purchase documents and the immediate 
supervision o f the d is t r ibu t ion  and mailing 
s e rv ic e s .

V' ^ ’ ‘ v vs'V'Aa  - ywS'



RULE 6. EXPENDITURES. The annual 
budget for a l l  l e g i s l a t i v e  expenses is  
prepared by the L e g is l a t iv e  Council and 
submitted to the Finance Committees. No 
l e g i s l a t o r  or employee may spend or ob l iga te  
l e g i s l a t i v e  money without the documents 
required by regu lat ion  from the l e g i s l a t i v e ^  
f i s c a l  and c e r t i f y in g  o f f i c e r s .  (No member j 
may spend or ob l ig a te  s ta te  funds for or on I  
behalf of any committee unless authorized by ?  
the ch a iR sg j Jo f  the committee with approval \  
of the presid ing o f f i c e r  o f the house within J 
the l im its  of a v a i l a b le  funds S  y

■5)z7 
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RULE 7. COMMUNICATIONS. Communica­
tions rece ived by a house from the other 
house or the governor are read by the c le rk  
or secre tary  and spread upon or paraphrased 
in the jou rna l .  A l l .o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  com­
munications to a house are re ferred d i r e c t l y  
by the c le r k  or secre tary  to the presid ing 
o f f i c e r  for [HIS] r e fe r r a l  by the presid ing 
o f f i c e r to a committee or to f i l e .  The 
pres id ing o f f i c e r  may d ir e c t  that the rece ip t 
of a communication and the subject to which 
i t  r e la t e s  be noted in the journa l .



1
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RULE 8. PRIVILEGE OF TiiE-ElDOR. £a)
A member may request o f the £ haic^ n d  rece ive 
with the consent of two-thirds of t i iS^w ihers 
present the personal or spec ia l p r iv i le g e  oT"- 
the f lo o r .  The request for the p r iv i le g e  
and the substance of the [HIS] remarks 
o f the member are not recorded in the jour­
na l .

1 M  [ ( a )] Personal p r iv i l e g e  i s  granted 
for mating remarks a f f e c t in g  the r ig h ts ,  
reputation and conduct of members in th e ir  
re spec t ive  c ap a c it ie s  [CAPACITY].

(r)  [(b)] Special p r iv i l e g e  of the 
f lo o r  i s  used for remarks on matters other 
than questions of personal p r iv i le g e  and tlie 
sub ject of sp ec ia l p r iv i l e g e  to which a 
member r i s e s  must be stated before consent 
to proceed is  g iven.

To rev ise  t lie materia l into subsections in 
accordance with s tandard  leg is la t ive  d r a f t ­
ing p ract ice , and to remove from the 
p roposed  subsection ( a )  a re fe rence  to a 
sexua l ly  exp lic it p ronoun .

I



RULE 9. JOURNAL. The journal o f each 
house reports only the e s sen t ia l  items of 
d a i l y  business: r o l l  c a l l  vo te s , major
motions, communications from the governor 
and the other house, b r ie f  or summary com­
mittee reports , and amendments. Deta i led 
committee reports , e x h ib i t s ,  and m is c e l la ­
neous communications ordered spread upon the 
journal by the presid ing o f f i c e r  o f the 
house sha l l  be published in a supplement to 
the d a i l y  jou rna l . The d a i l y  journal is to 
be prepared by the ch ie f  c le r k  or secre tary  
in conformity with the l e g i s l a t i v e  d ra ft ing 
manual and d is t r ibu ted  to each member of the 
le g i s la tu re  on the fo llow ing l e g i s l a t i v e  
day. Hatter may be expunged from the journal 
with the approval o f a majority of the fu l l  
membershi p o f the house i f  the motion Eo~ 
expunge is  adopted pr io r to the end of the 
l e g i s l a t i v e  day on which the journal report 
i s  approved.

To res ta te  the vote requ ired  to expunge 
materia l from the jo u rn a l .



RULE 10 . DRAFTING MANUAL. Tlie l e g i s l a ­
t iv e  dra ft ing  manual prepared by tlie en­
rol l ing  secretary  of the le g i s l a t u r e  and the 
rev iso r of s ta tu tes and adopted by the 
L e g is la t iv e  Council i s  to be followed by a l l  
o f f i c e r s  and employees of the le g is la tu re  in 
the preparation , processing , and d ispos it ion  
of a l l  l e g i s l a t i v e  documents and records.

To conform  the tex t  o f  the ru le  to the 
actual p ractice now fo l lowed by the Agency ; 
the p rov is ion s  o f  the manual which out l ine 
bill d ra f t in g  p ro cedu re s  and techniques a re  
annua l ly  reviewed and rev ised  as necessary  
by the r e v i s o r ;  those po rt ions o f  the manual 
which descr ibe  tl e format fo r  p resen t ing  
b i l ls  and reso lu li i ns is the respons ib i l i ty  o f  
the legal ed i to r ,  vho funct ions as the 
en ro l l ing  se c re ta ry  in the final p repa ra t ion  
o f  b i l ls  fo r  submi ision to ihe  g o ve rn o r .



RULE 1 1 .  ADMISSION TO FLOOR, (a) Ex­
cept as provided in (b) - (d) o f th is  ru le ,  
a [NO] person who i s  not a member o f the 
Rouse i s  not permitted on the f lo o r  of the 
house chaiEer while the house i s  s i t t in g  or 
in b r i e f  recess unless that person [HE] i s  a 
member of the other house or an o f f i c e r  or 
an employee authorized to be present by th is  
ru le or by the pres id ing o f f i c e r .

(b) Each of the fo llow ing may Se 
admitted to a chamber:

( a )  To res ta te  the ru le  in s tandard  le g is ­
la t ive d ra f t in g  language , nd to remove 
from the  ru le  a re fe rence  to a sexua l ly  
exp lic it  p ronoun .

( b )  To desc r ibe  the pe rsons  who may, by 
ru le ,  be admitted to the chamber.

 ----- ^  ( 1 ) the 'Ta£firFaTadmin is tra lT v ?~^> r*A /v  ,  i . .  .
■fft f l i c iu ^n d  members of Die s ta r t  of that ^ < 5  ^  *
o f f i c e r :o f f i c e r ;

bers of the s t a f f  o f  tHe sergeant-at-arms;
(2) the sertjeant-at-arms and mem-

( 1 )  a chap la in ;

(A) pages and messengers.

(c) The house, by a major ity vote of 
the members p .‘s en t , or the pres id ing o f f i ­
cer of tbe~house may admit a person to t he 
chamber wiTile the house is  in sess ion or'Tn 
b r ie f  recess .

(dj Members of the press may be ; dmit-
ted to a chamb; r .~ However, members o f tlie 
press ,"when adih,l l e d ,  may use only  f a c iH -  
t i e s  provided a t  the rear of tfie"cliamber~for 
press purposes, and may use only tlie p e r i ­
meter a i s l e s  of~the cliambor for photographic

( c )  To desc r ibe  additional s ituations when a 
pe rson  may be admitted to a chamber 
v ‘a le  the house is in session o r  b r i e f  
rece ss .

( d )  To p ro v id e  f o r  admission o f  members o f 
the p re ss  to the chamber , and estab lish 
reasonab le  limits on the ir  p resence .

purposes.



(e) The pres id ing o f f i c e r  may extend 
the p r iv i l e g e  of the f lo o r  to former l e g i s ­
la to r s  and d is t ingu ished v i s i t o r s  for the 
day but not for the purpose of d iscuss ion 
and debate. Only [NO ONE BUT] a member of 
the le g i s la tu re  may advocate or oppose 
passage o f a b i l l  or reso lu t ion  in the 
chamber of the house while the house i s  in 
sess ion .

( e )  To  c la r i fy  language used in the ex is t 
ing ru le .



RULE 12 . USE OF CHAMBERS AND OFFICES. 
L e g i s l at i v e  [THE] chambers [AND OFFICES 
StsIGREITTO THE LEGISLATURE] are to he used 
only for the o f f i c i a l  business o f the l e g i s ­
la tu re  during l e g i s l a t i v e  sess ions . During 
the sess ion access to the chambers and th e ir  
g a l l e r i e s  [AND LEGISLATIVE OFFICES] i s  under 
the control of the pres id ing o f f i c e r  of the 
house to which the space i s  assigned^ and 
the a s s ig nment o f l e g i s l a t i ye o f f i c e s  and 
use of committee rooms s h a l l  be provided for 
by aii3 be under the control of the Rules 
Committee.

To rev ise  the p re sen t  ru le  to re f le c t  the 
c u r re n t  practice o f  having a house bear 
respons ib i l i ty  f o r  use o f  the chamber , o f  
hav ing the Ru les Committee ass ign o f f ic e s  to 
members and be responsib le  f o r  use o f 
committee rooms, and to remove the r ig h t  of 
access to legis lative o ff ices from ihe p re s id ­
ing o f f ic e r  o f  the house .



I

RULE 13 . HOUR FOR CONVENING. Each 
house sh a l l  convene d a i l y ,  except Sunday, a t 
10 :00 a .m . ,  unless otherwise ordered by a 
majority vote of the members present.

I

\



RULE 14 . QUORUM AND ROLL CALL, (a) A 
majority of the f u i 1 membership of the 
[EACH] house con st itu te s a quorum toUo 
business (sub ject to the spec ia l voting 
requirements of the Constitution , Art. I I ,  
Secs. 14 , 16 and 18 ) ,  but a smaller number 
may adjourn from day to day and may compel 
the attendance of absent members (Constitu­
t io n , Art. I I ,  Sec. 1 1 ) .

(b) A ro l l  ca l of members sh a l l  be 
taken as the f i r s t  < rder o f business on each 
l e g i s l a t i v e  day. tne e l e c t r i c  voting machine 
may [SHALL] be used for the d a i l y  r o l l  c a l l  
and any quorum c a l '  and sha l l  [MAY] be used 
for the e le c t io n  of o f f i c e r s  and other 
business of the house i f  [A MAJORITY OF HIE 
FULL MEMBERSHIP OF] the house so orders 
by a major i t y  vote of the P i l l  membership 
o f~ theyiioiise. IT the voting machine is  not 
operating or not operating properly^ the 
d a i l y  ro l l  c a l l  or quorum determination 
sh a l l  [MAY] he made by ica l 1 ingit l ie r o l l .

V l , W

a )  To c la r i fy  the quorum requ irm en t .

(b>  ' rev ise  p rov is ions  re la t ing  to use
he e lec tron ic  vot ing  machine in the 
duct o f  the business o f  the house .



RULE 15 . ABSENCE OF MEMBERS. A [NO] 
member may not be absent [HIMSELF] from 
s i t t in g s  o f t i e  house unless the member [HE] 
has the leave of the house to be absent or 
i s  i l l  and unable to .a t tend . A [ANY] member 
who i s  c o n s is t e n t ly  absent from meetings of 
a standing committee to which [HE IS] a s ­
signed may be removed from that committee by 
the Committee on Committees upon a showing 
that the member's [HIS] absence i s  unwar­
ranted.

To con fo rm  t l ie  language o f the ru le  to 
s tanda rd  leg is la t ive d ra f t in g  language , and 
to de le te  from the ru le  re fe rences  to sexual 
ly  e xp l ic i t  p ronoun s .



RULE 16 . CALL OF THE HOUSE, { a }  A 
c a l l  of the house i s  used to compel atten ­
dance of absent memhers who have not been 
previously excused from a c a l l  by a majority 
vote of the fu l l  mt-.rliership of the house. 
The” journal sh a l l  r e f l e c t  the names o f a l l  
members excused from attendance and such 
members sh a l l  be excused from a l l  r o l l  c a l l s  
during such absence. A c a l l  of the house 
may be ordered by one member. When no 
quorum is  present , the pres id ing o f f i c e r  o f 
the house may compel the attendance of 
ind iv idual absent members.

( a )  To c la r i f y  the v o le  requ ired  with
respec t to secu r ing  an absence which 
is excused from a call o f  the house .

v c ) A c a l l  i j  tcnnTTiuiCd

(b) I f  a quorum is  present when a c a l l  
has been ordered, the house may continue to 
conduct business other than the measure 
under consideration at the time the c a l l  was 
ordered. However, any member may a lso  order 
a c a l l  of the house as to any other measuie 
p' ced before tlie house for consideration 
a f t e r  the or ig in a l c a l l  has been ordered.

/ 5
1 j  tCTUTTnuiCd

by a r r iv a l  o f the absent > 
[members not prev iously excused from a c a l l ,  
land when the issue upon which the c a l l  has 
\heen placed has been voted upon or otherwise] 
rusolved^ [ , ]  .

1 J (3) by withdrawal of the c a l l  by 
the member, placing the ca l l j^  [ , ]  or

\ ( £ )  by a majority vote of the ^  
members present to adjouriA .

J

( c )  To c la r i fy  t lie vote req u i re d  with 
respect to ad jou rnment o f the house 
while a c ’ ! o f  the house has been 
o rd e re d .

( ■
<7 Ya

u * -



. T ~ c a l 'l " i i  not 4re.iiniiidLuU 'V/ j Llrtn 
one^4>t f& .hoiic of .bai ng- p l aced,"-Wie pres id in  
o f f i c e r  of the house may d ir e c t  the sergean 
at-arms to obtain a s s is tan ce  from the De- 
partment of Public Sa fety  to secure tfie 
attendance of any missing member.

( d )  To c la r i fy  when tlie p res id ing  o f f ic e r  
may secure  assistance from the D ep a r t ­
ment o f  Pub lic Sa fe ty  to secure a t ten ­
dance o f members absent when a call 
o f  the house has been o rd e re d .

I



RULE 17 . DAILY ORDER OF BUSINESS.
Unless changed by a [VOTE OF] two-thirds 
vote of the f u l l  membership of the house the 
3aTTy order of business o f each house i s  as 
fo l lows:

i l l  [ ( a ) ]  Roll c a l l

(2) [ (b )]  Invocation or meditation 
[PRAYER BYTflAPLAIN]

(3) [ ( c ) ]  C e r t i f i c a t io n  by the 
c h ie f  c l e r l t o r  secre tary  to the house as to 
the correctness o f the journal of the p; e- 
v ious day, journal approved or order changed

i l l  [ (d ) ]  Introduction of guests

(5) [ ( e ) ]  Messages from the
governor

house

comm'Itees

(G) [ ( f ) ]  Messages from the other

(7) [ (g ) ]  Communications

(B) [ (h ) ]  Reports of standing
s

i ? l  [ ( i )] Reports ( spec ia l
committees

( 1 0 ) K J ) ]  Introduction of reso lu ­
tions

( 1 1 )  f ( k ) ]  Introduction , f i r s t  
reading and reference of b i l l s

To  recognize tha t the p r a y e r  may not be 
g iven by  a chap la in , to c la r i fy  the vote  
requ ired  to change the daily  o rd e r  o f  b u s i ­
ness o f  a house , and to r e v e rs e  the o rd e r  
o f  the announcement o f  committee meetings 
and specia. o rd e r s  not set fo r  a p a r t ic u la r  
h o u r .



( 12 )  [ ( 1 ) ]  Consideration of d a i l y
calendar

(A) [ ( 1 ) ]  Second reading of 
b i l l s  of house

(B) [ (2 ) ]  Second reading of 
b i l l s  of otFer house

(C) [(3 ) ]  Third reading of 
b i l l s  of house

(D) [(4 )] Third reading of 
b i l l s  of o i l ier house

(E) [(5)] a l l  other matters 
up for f in a l  act ion in the house

( 13 )  [(m)] Unfinished business

( 14  ) Announcement o f committee
meetings

1 ( 15 )  [ ( n)) Special orders (not set 
for a p a r t icu la r  hour)

[(o) ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMIT­
TEE MEETINGS]

(1G) [(p )]  Adjournment



RULE 18 . DAILY CALENDAR, [ (a ) ]  The 
Rules Committee o f  each house i s  responsib’ e 
for the preparation of the d a i l y  calendar 
[FOR DISTRIBUTION TO EACH MEMBER ON THE DAY 
PRECEDING THE NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY]. Pend­
ing the pr in t ing  o f the calendar the con­
tents of the calendar sh a l l  [MAY] be an­
nounced or posted on the day preceding the 
next l e g i s l a t i v e  day! Changes to a calendar 
or approval of a supplementary calendar may 
be authorized by a two-thirds vote o f the 
members [MEMBERSHIP] present. No business 
sh a l l  be transacted nor any measure con­
sidered that i s  not on the calendar . A b i l l  
may not be withdrawn from the Rules Commit­
tee but [A MAJORITY OF THE FULL MEMBERSHIP 
OF] the house may order a b i l l  in the posses­
sion of the Rules Committee to be placed on 
the calendar for the next l e g i s l a t i v e  day by 
a major ity vote of the f u l l  membership of 
the house.

[(b) THE RULES COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN OF 
EACH HOUSE MAY. FROM TIME TO TINE, DESIGNATE 
RESOLUTION CONSENT CALENDAR DAYS. ANY COM- 
Ill UF.E CHAIRMAN MAY REQUEST INCLUSION ON HIE 
CALENDAR RESOLUTIONS WHICH HAVE UEEN REPORTED 
OUT OF IIIS COIIIIIT,EE WITH A UNANIMOUS DO 
PASS RECOMMENDATION. WHEN HIE RESOLUIION 
CONSENT CALENDAR IS CONSIDERED AS A SPECIAL 
ORDER OF BUSINESS, ANY LEGISLATOR MAY OBJECT 
10 IIIE 1NCIUSI0II OF A RESOLUTION OR MAY 
PROPOSE AMENDMENTS TO A RESOLUIION. IF 
E 1 1 HER EVEN! OCCURS, THE PARTICULAR RESOLU- 
I Kill CONCERNED SHALL BE REMOVED FROM HIE 
CONSENT CALENDAR AND PROCESSED IN HIE REGULAR 
I.EGISLAI 1VE MANNER. ONLY ONE RECORDED VOIE 
NEED BE IAKEN AND HIE ONE VOIE SHALL S1AIID

( a )  T o  amend, to b r in g  into c u r re n t  p ra c ­
tice , p rocedu re s  with respec t to p r e ­
pa ra t ion ,  posting and d is t r ibu t ion  o f a 
d a i ly  ca lenda r ,  and to c la r i fy  the vo le  
r equ ired  to change a c a lenda r ,  adopt a 
supp lementa l c a lenda r ,  and o rd e r  a bill 
in the possess ion o f  the Ru les Commit­
tee to the  f lo o r  f o r  cons ide ra t ion .

( b )  De le ted . The materia l is p resen ted in 
the  fo rma l o f  Citat ion consent ca lenda rs , 
in accordance with c u r re n t  pract ice .



AS THE VOTE ON FINAL PASSAGE AS TO ALL THE 
RESOLUTIONS ON THE RESOLUTIONS CONSENT 
CALENDAR. ALL JOINT RESOLUTIONS SHALL 
APPEAR ON A SEPARATE CONSENT CALENDAR.
SIMPLE AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS MAY APPEAR 
ON THE SAME CONSENT CALENDAR.]



RULE 19 . SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS.
Any sub ject not otherwise s p e c i f i c a l l y  
provided for in the ru les may, by a vote of 
two-thirds of the members present , be made a 
spec ia l order o f bus iness , and when the time 
f ixed  for i t s  consideration a r r i v e s ,  the 
pres id ing o f f i c e r  sh a l l  la y  i t  before the 
house.



RULE 20. STANDING COMMITTEES, (a)
Each house has the fo llow ing standing com­
mittees with the ju r i s d ic t io n  ind icated :

F.nance ( a l l  appropriat ion , revenue, 
c ap i ta l  improvement, and bonding measures, 
the execut ive budget, and the programs and 
a c t i v i t i e s  of the Department of Revenue)

Health , Education and Socia l Services 
(the programs and a c t i v i t i e s  of the Depart­
ment of Health and Soc ia l S erv ic e s , the 
Department of Education, and the Un ivers ity 
of Alaska)

Ju d ic ia r y  (the programs and a c t i v i t i e s  
of the Alaska Court System and the Depart­
ment of Law, and the lega l and substantive 
review of b i l l s  re ferred  to i t  for that 
purpose)

Labor and Commerce (the programs and 
a c t i v i t i e s  o f the Department of Labor r e l a t ­
ing to labor-managcment r e la t io n s ,  industr ia l 
s a fe t y ,  unemployment compensation, and 
workers 1 [WORKMEN'S] compensation and the 
programs and a c t i v i t i e s  of the Department of 
Commerce and Economic Development)

Conmuuity and Regional A f fa i r s  (the 
programs and a c t i v i t i e s  of the Department of 
Community and Regional A f f a i r s  and other 
matters re la t in g  to p o l i t i c a l  subdiv is ions)

Resources (the programs and a c t i v i t i e s  
o f the Departments of F ish and Game, Natural 
Resources, and Environmental Conservation)



Rules ( in te rp re ta t ion  o f the Uniform 
Rules, ca lenoar , the in terna l administration 
of the house and matters perta in ing to the 
management of the le g i s la tu r e  as a whole)

State A f fa i r s  (programs and a c t i v i t i e s  
of the O ff ice of the Governor and the Depart­
ments of Administration, M i l i t a ry  A f fa i r s  
and Public S a fe ty , and programs and a c t i v i ­
t i e s  o f the Department of Transportation and 
Public F a c i l i t i e s  r e la t in g  to public f a c i l i ­
t i e s )

Transportation (programs and a c t i v i t i e s  
of the Department of Transportation and 
Public F a c i l i t i e s  r e la t in g  to transporta- 
t ion ) .* -

(b) The cominittefc chairmen are autho­
rized to form such subcommittees as they 
determine to be necessary.



1

RULE 2 1 .  SPECIAL COMMITTEES. The 
presid ing o f f i c e r  o f each house appoints a l l  
spec ia l committees and designates th e ir  
chairmen unless otherwise ordered by the 
house. The chairmen-of l i k e  committees of 
each house may arrange fo r the committees to 
meet jo in t l y  to rece ive  testimony and deal 
with other matters which may be expedited by 
jo in t  committee act ion .

i -
I' <a -

r'"'- 6*--

A , f •

A  t')

/ i l - l - x

— •”— 5 ^-^v-7'*"’

f"- A -*  i~*-

/ V tyhi JI S'

/ 1 A •*.

/ frt-1
lJ



RULE 22. OPEN AND EXECUTIVE SESSIONS.
(a) A ll meetings of a l e g i s l a t i v e  body are 
open to a l l  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  whether or not they 
are members of the p a r t icu la r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
body that i s  meeting-, and to the general 
public except as provided in (b) o f th is  
ru le .

(b) A l e g i s l a t i v e  body may c a l l  an 
executive sess ion a t  which members o f the 
general public may be excluded for the 
following reasons:

( 1 )  d iscuss ion of matters , the 
immediate knowledge o f which would adverse ly 
a f f e c t  the finances of a government un it ;

(2) d iscuss ion of sub jects that 
tend to pre judice the reputation and char­
acter of a person;

(3) d iscuss ion o f a matter that 
may, by law, be required to be con f id en t ia l .

(c) When a l e g i s l a t i v e  body des ire s  to 
c a l l  an execut ive sess ion in accordance with
(b) of th is  ru le ,  the body sh a l l  f i r s t  
convene as a public meeting and the question 
of holding an executive sess ion  sh a l l  be 
determined by a majority vote of the members 
presen t .

(d) Fhe prov is ions of th is  ru le may 
[SHALL] not be interpreted as permitting the 
exc lusion of a l e g i s l a t o r  from an executive 
se ss ion , whether or not the l e g i s l a t o r  [HE] 
is a member of the body that I s  meeting. A

(c ) To c lar ify  the vote required in pro­
posing an execut ive session of a leg is ­
lative body.

(d) To conform the language to standard 
leg is lat ive draft ing language , and to 
dfdeto a reference to a sexua lly  e x ­
plicit pronoun.



l e g i s l a t o r  not a member o f the body holding 
an execut ive sess ion s h a l l ,  however, be 
sub ject to the same ru les of c o n f id e n t ia l i t y  
end decorum as perta in  to regu lar members of 
the body.

[(e) MINUTES SHALL BE KEPT OF EACH 
MEETING OF A STANDING OR SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 
MEETINGS MAY BE ELECTRONICALLY RECORDED AT 
THE OPTION OF THE COMMITTEE. COMMITTEE 
MINUTES AND OTHER MATERIALS OF RESEARCH 
VALUE SHALL BE DELIVERED TO THE LEGISLA­
TURE'S REFERENCE LIBRARY AT THE END OF EACH 
SESSION FOR APPROPRIATE DISPOSITION.

(e) Deleted; the material is covered 
In the next c  le.

( f )  TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT FEASIBLE,
THE TIME, PLACE AND SUBJECT MATTER OF MEET­
INGS OF STANDING OR SPECIAL COMMITTEES SHALL 
BE ANNOUNCED BY THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN IN 
ADVANCE. THE ANNOUNCEMENT SHOULD BE, IF 
POSSIBLE, MADE ON THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE OR 
SENATE DURING SESSIONS. POSTING OF NOTICES 
AND OTHER FORMS OF ANNOUNCEMENT ARE EN­
COURAGED. THE PRESIDING OFFICER OF EACH 
HOUSE SHALL ENFORCE COMPLIANCE WITH THIS 
SUBSEC I ION.]

( f)  Deleted; the material is covered in the 
next ru le .



RULE 23. COMMITTEE MEETINGS, (a) The 
time, p lace , and subject matter of a l l  meet­
ings o f  standing and spec ia l commit t e e s  dur­
in g a week sh a l l  be provided by the person 
who cha irs the committee to the ch ie f  c le rk  
or se c r e ta ry by 4-OU p.m. the preceding 

'.F r iday . ~TFie ch ie f  c le rk  or secre tary  sha ll 
/ puhlisITand d is t r ibu te  copies of the weekly 
/ schedule of committee meetings.
■—

(b)_ Tlie person who chairs a standing 
or special committee sfial 1 provi7Ie~the chief 
cTerk or secretary written notice of ji 
change in the time, place, or subject matter 
oT a meeting. Al~ilie next daily 1 eglslative 
session, notice 6? tile schedulecha'nge shaTT 
lie'announced. [ho schedule change sha I T be 
niinoiincecniy'lRo person who chairs the co'in- 
inTliee at t'fie iiext~3Ii'iy~Tcq)sTa'rrve session 
anil niihTisfied as a noTice liithe journal o f  
Hie house.

i£) A scheduled meeting of a standimj 
or special committee may heCcihcnTTcd at any 
I line. IT'pnss HiTeT noli ce iiT~tiie cance T1 a- ' 
tion'of a inoeTinn shall he given as provided
i lr ( iiy'o7~rnis'~FuiTr -------------- --------------

(d) 1 lie provisions of (a) and (b) o( 
this rule Jo not _af)[)Ty t«> stamliwj oi special 
c'oinmiUee iiieeCinrjs schcduled~after the dale 
a cdhTereiice coiiiini Itoe lias been cliosen fii 
coils iilei amoiulments too'Fdl Florences lie tween 
versions of~tfir; <jc-nein 1 appnipri.Tlion'act. 
However, a"stanjhiiy or special conimltCoo 
Sliairq^ye noLice~of~tti7i Time, jijacdand 
5dliject mat1 eFof a mootmy" By postinjj”“ 
written iidtice lidiTis'lielorc' the im;r;Ling.

(a) To impose minimum requirements on the 
scheduling of committee meetings, and 
to provide lor notice of the proposed 
subjects for discussion of those meetings.

(b) To descr ibe the manner by which the 
subject matter of a committee meeting 
may be changed , and notice of the 
change g iv en .

(c) To authorize cancellation of committee 
meetings, and descr ibe how notice of 
cancellation may lie g iv en .

(d) To provide special notice provisions 
for committee meetings scheduled to 
consider legislation occurring at the 
end of a sess ion .



(e) Minutes sh a l l  be kept o f each 
meeting oT a standing or spec ia l committee. 
Meetincjs sha l l  be e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  recorded. 
Committee minutes and other~mater ia ls of 
research_value sh a l l  be d e l ivered  to the 
le g i s l a t i v e  reference l ib r a ry  at the end of 
each sess ion for appropriate d ispo s it ion .

(e) To establ.sh minimum requirements for 
recording committee meetings and 
keeping minutes of tlie meetings, and 
to require transmittal of the material to 
the legis lative reference l ib rary .



RULE 24 T23]. COMMITTEE REFERRAL Al 
ACT IOH. (a7 A committed  may acL on any 
[ACTS ON ALL BILLS] r e f e r r e d  to i t . When t 
commi11ee has acted , i t  sh a l l  report [ANb~ 
Rt’FOlOSj i t s  act ions-and recommendations to 
the house as soon as p rac t ic ab le . Committee 
reports must ba in w r it ing  and the report 
must be signed by a major ity of the fu l I  
membership [MEMBERS] o f the committee. The 
report w i l l  note the recommendation of each 
member signing the report .

(b) When a h i l l  i s  reported back by a 
committee without at le a s t  one "Oo Pa ss " , 
unless the b i l l  has a subsequent re fe r ra l  or 
r e f e r r a l s  of record, the presid ing o f f i c e r  
sh a l l  put the question "Sha l l the b i l l  be 
re ferred to the Rules Committee for p lace ­
ment 011 the calendar for second reading not­
withstanding the report of the conunittee(s)?" 
I f  the b i l l  has a subsequent re fe r ra l  or 
r e f e r r a l s  of record, the question sh a l l  not 
he put un t i l  the l a s t  committee has reported 
and unless a l l  reports are without a t  lea st  
one "Do Pass" . The question is  debatable 
and i f  a majority of the fuU  membership of 
the house votes in the negat ive , the b i l l  is 
lo st .

To c la r ify  the action which a committee 
may be expected to take with respect 
to bills re ferred to it , and to clar ify  
the requirements re lating to signature 
o f committee reports .

(b) To c lar ify  the vote required with re ­
spect to a bill not carry ing  a "do 
pass" recommendation from at least one 
committee of reference .

(c) I f  a committee has more than one 
h i l l  on the same subject or i f  i t  f inds it. 
necessary to rev ise  a h i l l  su b s tan t ia l l y ,  i t  
may report out a subst itu te b i l l  and recom­
mend tii.it the subst itu te  be accepted for 
second reading in the place of the or ig in a l 
h i l l .  I f  a committee substitu te is  o f fe red , 
a committee report may not be re mrted jiack 
t o t i i e '  lions e witfiout~a copy of t ie  c onijnT 1 1  ee

(c )  To require a committee report and a 
proposed committee substitute to be 
reported from a committee to the house 
at the same time, and to remove from 
the rule a reference to a sexual ly  
exp lic it pronoun.



subst itu te . Subst itu te b i l l s  are duplicated 
and d is tr ibu ted  when they are reported out 
by the committee. Committee subst itu te 
b i l l s  carry a notatio/i o f the source or 
sponsor of the o r ig in a l  b i l l  in the manner 
prescribed by the d ra f t in g  manual unless the 
sponsor ob jects to Uie [HIS OR THEIR] name 
so appearing.

(d) A l l b i l l s  invo lv ing appropriat ions, 
revenues or bonding must be re ferred to the 
Finance Committee before they can be advanced 
to second reading.
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RULE 25 [24]. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 
When the house forms i t s e l f  in to a Committee 
of the Whole the pres id ing o f f i c e '  vacates 
the cha ir  and c a l l s  upon a member to preside 
[AS CHAIRMAN]. The Uniform Rules are ob­
served in the Committee of the Whole but no 
member sha l l  be recognized a second time 
until every member wishing to speak has 
spoken. When a b i l l  i s  considered in the 
Committee o f the Whole i t  sh a l l  be read and 
debated by sect ions and amendments adopted 
sha ll be noted on paper separate from the 
b i l l .  When the committee r i s e s  and reports , 
the amendments proposed by the committee and 
other amendments may be adopted.

To delete a reference to a sexua l ly  exp lic it 
noun.



RULE 26 [25]. DECORUM IN DEBATE. 
Decorum in debate i s  governed by the pro­
v is ion s of Sections 120 through 127 , MASON'S 
MANUAL OF LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE, when not 
incons is tent with these Uniform Rules.



RULE 27 [26]. MOTIC.IS. (a) When an 
oral motion i s  made, i t  sh a l l  be restated  by

(a) To be consistent in the use of terms 
within the subsection .

the pres id ing o f f i c e r .  Motions sh a l l  be 
reduced to writ ing i f  the pres id ing o f f i c e r  
or a member requests i t .  A wr itten motion 
sh a l l  be handed to the pres .d ing o f f i c e r  
[CHAIR] and read aloud by the c le rk  or

been introduced or a motion for the adoption 
of an amendment has been made, and i s  read 
by the c le rk  or secre tary  or sta ted by the 
presid ing o f f i c e r ,  i t  .s  deemed to be in 
possession of the house. I t  may be with­
drawn at any time iy  the member introducing 
or reporting i t  i f  consent i s  given by a 
majority vote of the fu l l  membership of the 
house.

(c) When a question i s  under debate no 
motion may be made except for the following 
p r iv i le ged  motions which have precedence in 
the oider l i s t e d :

( 1 )  to adjourn

(2) for a c a l l  of the house

(3) to recess

(A) to lay  on the tab le

(5) for the previous question

(6) to l im it  or to extend the 
l im its  of debate

secre tary  before debate.

(b) A fter a b i l l  or reso lu t ion  has

(b) To clar ify  l lie vo le  required when a 
member proposes lo withdraw a bill 
from consideration of the house.

(7) to postpone to a day ce r ta in



( 8 )

(9)

( 10)

( 11)
th ird  reading

to commit or recommit 

to amend

to postpone in d e f in i t e ly

to advance from second to 
on the same day.



.RULE 28 [27]. FORM OF QUESTION. The 
ychaLp sha lT "pu t the question to the body by 
s t a t in g ; "As many as are in favor o f ( s ta te  
the motion) say ‘ yes ' [ 'A Y E ' ] " ,  and a f t e r  
the a f f i rm at iv e  vote i s  expressed.^ "As many 
as are opposed say 'N o ' " .  I f  the 
in doubt and [HE] c a l l s  for a ^vote [oTv ISIQTT 
OF THE HOUSE], the house sha l lX vo te  [DIVIDE].

To remove from the rule a reference to a 
se xua l ly  exp lic it pronoun, and to remove 
archaic language .

% v u t e  L U i v j j i u n  p

l \ vote [DIVIDE]. Q

1 b J U *  \jrh € .
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To c lar ify  the vote required b y  which to 
indefin ite ly postpone consideration of a 
measure.

in the journa l . When a motion to postpone 
has been defeated i f  - h a l l  not be allowed 
again on the seme day or a t  the same stage 
of the b i l l  or proposit ion . When a b i l l  or 
proposition has been postponed in d e f in i t e ly  
i t  may not be acted upon again during the 
l i f e  of a l e g i s la tu r e  except on a motion of 
reconsidera t ion .

RULE 29 [28], INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENT.
A measuic may be in d e f in i t e l y  postponed by a 
majority vot" of the f u l l  membership of [ALL 
MEMBERS TO WHICH] the house [IS^NTTTTED].
The re su lt s  of the r o l l  c a l l  sh a l l  be entered



RULE 30 [29]. RECONSIDERATION, (a) A 
member who voted on e i th e r  s ide o f a motion, 
other than a motion to amend a b i l l  or a 
re so lu t ion , may g ive notice of reconsidera­
t ion to he taken up on the next l e g i s l a t i v e  
day, [ ; ]  unless [TWO-THIRDS OF THE MEMBER­
SHIP OF] the house, by a vote o f two-thirds >  
of the f u l l  membership, orders the recon- 
s id era t ion  taken up on the same day the 
notice o f reconsideration is  g iven.

(b) When a notice of reconsideration 
i s  g iven , the notice i s  recorded in the 
jou rna l ,  and the c le rk  or secre tary  may not 
report the measure to the other house un t i l  
the reconsideration i s  disposed o f or the 
time for reconsideration has exp ired . The 
time for reconsideration exp ires at adjourn­
ment c;> the next l e g i s l a t i v e  day unless [A 
MAJORIT'i OF] the members [PRESENT] agree to 
extend the period for an add it iona l l e g i s l a ­
t iv e  day or to another Lime ce r ta in  by a 
majo r i t y  vote of the members present . Tf 
We action to 'he reconsidered i s  adoption of 
a b i l l  or re so lu t ion , the time for recon­
s id era t ion  exp ires at adjournment i f  the 
adjournment is for a period in excess of 
three days. When a notice of reconsidera­
tion has been g iven , any member may move on 
the next l e g i s l a t i v e  day for reconsideration 
of the question.

(a) To c lar ify tlie quorum requirement.

(b) To rev ise provisions relating to use 
of the electronic voting machine in the 
conduct of the business of tlie house.

(c) No notice of reconsideration may 
be given at a jo in t  sess ion  or on tlie l a s t  
date on which act ion could be taken on tlie 
subject under cons iderat ion .



*

(d) Reconsideration sh a l l  be once 
automatica l ly  extended one l e g i s l a t i v e  day 
i f  the house meets but there i s  no calendar 
of b i l l s  and reso lut ions prepared for that 
day due to the management p o l ic i e s  of that 
house.

(e) Ca l l ing  up reconsideration on the (e) To c lar ify  the subject of material which
next l e g i s l a t i v e  day automatica l ly  p laces may be reconsidered.
the question to be reconsidered again before 
the body in th ird  reading i f  the question 
is  the adoption of a measure fo r which three 
readings are required , and opens the question 
Tor'UeGauT I t  i s  sub ject to a l l  procedural 
motions. When a motion i s  made that the 
reconsideration be taken up on the same day 
the notice of consideration i s  g iven , the 
motion that reconsideration be taken up on 
the same day be voted upon separate ly  from 
the question to be reconsidered. C a l l in g  up 
reconsideration has precedence over every 
motion except a motion to adjourn. Ca l l ing  
up reconsideration cancels t i e  previous vote 
on the question to be reconsidered as com­
p le t e ly  as though i t  had never been taken.
There may be but one reconsidera t ion , even 
though the action of the house a f t e r  recon­
sidera t ion  is  opposite from the act ion of 
the house before reconsideration .
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RULfl 31 [30]. RESCINDING ACTION, (a)
The motion to resc ind has the e f f e c t  of 
making in e f f e c t i v e  the action previously 
taken. The motion i s  not in order when the 
question can be reached g iv ing  notice of 
intent to reconsider or i f  notice ^con­
s idera t ion  has a lready been given . : 
motion to rescind i s  not in order u .-s' the 
b i l l  or measure i s  in the possession of w.ie 
house, but tre second house may be requested 
to return the b i l l  or measure for that 
purpose at any time before f in a l  action on 
the b i l l  nr Measure by the second house.
Adoption of the motion to rescind cancels
the previous vote on the question as com­
p le t e ly  as though i t  had never been taken.

(h) The power to rescind is  lo s t  when 
an authorized act is  c a rr ied  out or the 
le g is la tu re  has r a t i f i e d  a contract.

(c) Any member may move to rescind ,
whether I r e  member [HE] vuted on the p rev a i l -  To remove from the subsection a re fer -
ing side o f  notj and a l l  subsid iary motions ei1ce 10 a sexua lly  exp lic it pronoun,
can be applied to i t  as to any other main 
motion. The motion to rescind may nut be 
renewed during the sess ion and is  not subject 
to reconsideration . The motion to rescind 
requires the sane vote as that required to 
pass the measure o r ig in a l l y .



RULE 32 [ 3 1 ] .  PREVIOUS QUESTION, (a) 
The previous question [MAY BE ORDERED BY 
TWO-TIIIRDS OF THE MEMBERS PRESENT] upon a l l  
recognized motions or amendments which are 
debatable may be ordered by a two-thirds 
vote of the memEers present. I f  ordered, 
the previous q u e s t i o n IT] has the e f f e c t  
of cutt ing o f f  aTl debate and bringing the 
house to a d ir e c t  vote upon the motion or 
amendment then pending or which has been 
ordered. The question is  not debatable tnd 
cannot be amended.

(b) I f  the motion i s  defeated the 
cons ideration goes or. as i f  the motion had 
not been made. I f  the motion is  sustained 
the pres id ing o f f i c e r  at once and without 
debate puts the motion or amendment as 
ordered. I f  an adjournment i s  had a f t e r  the 
previous question i s  ordered, the subject 
comes up in i t s  regu lar order on the next 
l e g i s l a t i v e  day and the previous question 
s t i l l  operates .

(a) To c lar ify  the vote required when a 
previous question is ordered , and to 
c la r ify  what occurs when the previous 
question is ordered .



RULE 33 [32]. DIVISION OF A QUESTION.
A d iv is ion  of a question cannot be demanded 
as a r ich t  by any member. I t  must be made 
pursuant to a motion sta t in g  p re c is e ly  the 
d iv is io n  esked for. -This motion may be 
amended. The pres id ing o f f i c e r  may decide , 
subject to iin appeal to the house, that the 
d iv is ion  proposed cannot be made. I f  ap­
pealed to the house, the house decides i f  i t  
can be d iv ided .



RULE 34 [33]. VOTING PROCEDURE, (a) 
General. Tlie vote on f in a l  passage of a l l  
b i l l s  and j o in t  reso lu t ions i s  taken by the 
c a l l in g  of the r o l l  and the recording of the 
yeas [AYES] and nays [HOES] in the journal.
A ro l l  c a l l  vote on any measure may be 
demanded by any member [ONE-FIFTH OF THE 
MEMBERSHIP] of the house. In case of an 
equal vote [DIVISION] on any r o l l  c a l l  the 
motion~ls lo s t .  Except for the name of the 
pres id ing o f f i c e r ,  who always votes l a s t ,  the 
[THE] ro l l  c a l l  of members of the house [ ,  
EXCEPT FOR THE NAME OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER, 
WHO ALWAYS VOTES LAST,] sh a l l  bo rotated 
d a i l y  [ , ]  when the voting machine i s  not 
used.

(b) Abstention. Every member present 
in the house sha l l  vote unless the house f r 
specia l reasons permits a member to ab s 'a in . 
A l l motions excusing a member from voting' 
sh a l l  be made before the house d iv id es or 
before the c a l l  for the yeas [AYES] and n a is 
[NOES] is commenced. A member requesting to 
be excused from voting may maxe a b r ie f  oral 
statemenL of the reasons for the [HIS] 
request and the question ol granting permis­
sion to abstain sh a l l  be taken without 
further debate. A [NO] member may not 
exp la in  a [HIS] votea [NOR] may nqtTflE] 
d iscuss Tlie question while the yet." [AYES] 
and nays [N0ES]are being c a ' l e d ,  aiid may not 
[NOIL] change a [HIS] vote a f t e r  the ro l l  
c a l l  r e su lt  has been announced. Unon d i v i s ­
ion and count of the house of any quest i on a 
[NO |~ mgHinor wnn k  f̂i. miM|| f ur, i-li.-unhm- 
may~m>i lie [TS]'counted. A [NO] member may

(a) To standardize the language as to the 
vote which shall be recorded, to 
permit any member to demand a roll 
call vo te , and to rev ise  the rule with 
respect to the language used to require 
the taking of roll call votes in rotation.

(b) To conform language to a change made 
in ( a ) ,  to remove from the rule re fe r ­
ences to sexua l ly  exp lic it pronouns, 
and to conform language used to 
standard leg islat ive draft ing language .



not [SMALL] be permitted to absta in  except 
upon the unanimous consent o f the member­
ship .

(c) Use of the e l e c t r i c  voting machine.

( 1 )  The e l e c t r i c  voting machine 
sha l l  be used whenever a r o l l  c a l l  vote i s  
required or ordered. I f  the machine is not 
operating or not operating properly the vote 
sh a l l  be taken by c a l l in g  the r o l l  as pro­
vided for in (a) of th is  ru le .

(2) The e l e c t r i c  voting machine
is under the control of the presid ing o f f i c e r  
and sh a l l  be operated [Af MIS DIRECTION] by 
the ch ie f c le rk  or secre tary  or [MIS] des ig ­
nated deputy of the c le r k  or secre tary at 
the direction~o7 the p res id f ig o f f i c e r .

(3) When a yea(yes) or nay(no) 
vo le is  lo be Laken the pres id ing o f f i c e r  
sh a l l  sta te  the question and in struct the 
inembei s to proceed to vote. When time has 
been allowed the members to vo te , the pre­
s id ing o f f i c e r  sha l l  ask: "lias any member
f a i l e d  to vote?" and a f t e r  a short pause the 
presid ing o f f i c e r  sh a l l  d ir e c t  the c le rk  in 
charge of the voting machine to c lo se  the 
r o l l .  A fter the r o l l  has been c lo sed , tlie 
presid ing o f f i c e r  sh a l l  ask: "Docs any
member d es ire  to charge h is or Inn; vote?"
I f  any member does d es ire  to change the

(c)(2) To remove from tlie subsection 
references to sexua lly  explic it pro­
nouns.

(c)(3 ) To conform the language of the 
request for change in the votes of 
members at the time the question i.; 
called to actual practice , and to make 
other changes lo delete or amend 
re ferences to sexua l ly  explicit pro­
nouns.



[HIS] vote , the member [HE] sh a l l  r i s e  in 
[HIS] place and address the ch a ir ,  and upon 
being recognized by the ch a ir ,  sh a l l  s ta te  
a des ire  [THAT HE DESIRES] to change his 
or her vote. The pres id ing o f f i c e r  sha l l 
then d irec t  the c le r k  to open the r o l l  and 
d ir e c t  the member recognized to change his 
or her vote. A [NO OTHER] member may not 
vote when the r o l l s  are so opened unless 
the member [HE] is  recognized and permitted 
to vote or to change a [HIS] vote. Members 
who have not prev iously  voted may vote when 
the r o l l s  are so opened, upon being recog­
nized and permitted to vote. A fter i l l  
members who der* ;e  to vote or to cha.nje 
th e ir  vote hav had an opportunity to do so , 
the presid ing o f f i c e r  sh a l l  c lo se  the r o l l ,  
a f t e r  which a [HO] member may not [SHALL] be 
permitted to change a [HIS] vote." The 
pres id ing o f f i c e r  sh a l l  then d ir e c t  the 
c le rk  to record the vote. The c le rk  sh a l l  
then transmit the r e su l t  tc the pres id ing 
o f f i c e r ,  who [AND HE] sh a l l  announce the 
vote, tlie re su lt  sh a l l  [IIIEN] be recorded 
in the d a i l y  journa l .

(4) Copies ol voting records.
The c le rk  or secretary  sh a l l  re ta in  one copy 
of the voting record on each question in the 
f i l e  of the house and provide one copy for 
the press room f i l e  " d  the f i l e s  of the 
L e g is la t iv e  A f fa i r s  Agency.

(b) Voting sta t ion s . A member 
may vote only when a t  the member's [IIIS] 
desk. When a member other than Tlie regular 
pres id ing o f f i c e r  is pres id ing , tin: pn.'s[d- 
1!!!1 o f f i c e r ,  i f present ,  and the other inem-

c)(S) To delete references lo sexua l ly  
explicit pronouns.



ber [HE] may d ir e c t  the ch ie f  c le rk  or 
secre tary  [SFRGEANT-AT-ARMS] to ind ica te 
th e ir  votes [HIS VOTE AT HIS VOTING STATION].

(6) Misuso o f voting s ta t ion . A (c)(6) To conform the language of the
[NO] member may not vote for another member^ paragraph to standard leg is la t ive draft-
A [ ;  NOR HAY ANY]~person may not cast a vote jng language .
To*- a member [ , ]  except as otherwise provided 
in these ru le s . A member who votes for 
another member may be punished in a manner 
the house determines. A person voting for a 
member when not authorized by th is  ru le is 
barred from the f lo o r  of the house and may 
be further punished as the house considers 
proper.



RULE 35 [34]. AMENDMENT. A [NO] 
motion or proposit ion on a sub ject may not 
[SHALL] be admitted under co lor o f amendment 
i f  the sub ject matter i s  d i f f e r e n t  from that 
under cons iderat ion . An [NO] ameni .ant may 
nr‘  considered by tRe house unless sub- 
m i.-ad in wr it ing and read aloud by the 
c le r k  or se cre tary . Amendments o f fe red  by a 
committee sh a l l  be included in i t s  written 
report and attached Lo the o r ig in a l  b i l l .  A 
b i l l  in second reading i s  sub ject to amend­
ment and is  treated sect ion  by sect ion . An 
[NO] amendment may not -ie made to a b i l l  in 
i t s  th ird  reading but l i e  b i l l  may be re ­
turned to second reading by a majority vote 
of the f u l l  membership of the house for the 
purpose- oT~specif ic  amendment. The sp e c i f i c *] 
amendment i s  not sub ject to amendment. When| 
ac t ion on a sp e c i f i c  amendment in second 
reading I s  completed, the b i l T automatically 
advances to third reading. A t i t l e  may be 
amended or a change o f ;p o n s o r  made in third 
reading or a f t e r  passage by a majority vote 
of the members p resen t , but The t i t l e  amend­
ment or sponsor change [SAME] must be accom 
pTTsfiedTiefore the measure acted upon has 
been enro lled . When amendments to the body 
of a b i l l  a f f e c t  the numbering of sec t ions , 
or passage or f a i lu r e  of the e f f e c t i v e  date 
c lause a f f e c t s  the t i t l e ,  the c le rk  or 
secretary  may accomplish the necessary 
changes without formal motion, and the 
[SUCH] changes sh a l l  be noted in the journa l . 
Resolutions may be amended in the same 
manner as a b i l l .

To assure that a house is specially aware of 
ihe action to be taken when a bill is moved 
from third to second reading for purposes 
of amendment, to provide that, on comple­
tion of amendment action, the bill is returned 
automatically to third read ing , to conform 
language to standard leg is la t ive drafting 
language , and to c lar ify  the vote required 
to move a bill from third to second read ing .



RULE 36 [36]. PREFILIHG OF BILLS, (a) 
B i l l s  or proposals for b i l l s  may be p re f i le d  
with the executive d irec to r  o f the L e g is la ­
t i v e  A f fa i r s  Agency at any time before 
January 1 .  A ll reguests are con f iden t ia l 
and are l im ited  to b i l l s  and those jo in t  
reso lut ions proposing amendments to the 
s ta te  or federal con s t itu t ion s . B i l l s  given 
f in a l  approval by the sponsor w i l l  be as­
signed a number and duplicated during the 
week pr ior to the convening date of the 
sess ion and made a v a i l a b le  to the press and 
pub lic . A member may request ro more than 
10 b i l l s  for p r e f i l in g .  Drafts of p r e f i le d  
b i l l s  not rece iv ing  sponsor approval pr ior 
to the convening day of the sess ion w i l l  not 
be introduced as p r e f i l e d  b i l l s ,  but, a t the 
d irec t ion  of the sponsor, w i l l  be prepared 
in f ina l form by the agency s t a f f ,  subject 
to the demands of assigned interim and 
pre-sess ion work.

(b) P r e f i le d  b i l l s  are submitted Lo 
each house for formal introduction and f i r s t  
reading at the commencement of the f i r s t  
regular sess ion on the d»y when the house is 
oiganized to the point where i t  has commit­
tees lo rece ive  b i l l s ,  or on the f i r s t  day 
of the second regu lar sess ion . P ro f i led  
b i l l s  are read and re ferred to committee in 
advance of other b i l l s .



RULE 32 [36]. INTRODUCTION OF BILLS,
(a) Any member, group o f members, standing 
or specia l committee may introduce a b i l l ,  
subject to the p rov is ions o f  these Uniform 
Rules. A b i l l  must be introduced^ in proper 
form as approved by the en ro l l in g secre tary 
of the l e g i s l a t ure, with tlie o r ig ina l and' 
two carbon copies de l iverod  to the ch ie f 
c le rk  or se cre tary . The b i l l  is then as­
signed a number which i t  re ta ins through 
subsequent changes and sub st itu t ions . The 
b i l l  •is considered formally introduced when 
the c le rk  or secre tary  reads the heading and 
t i t l e  aloi. in open sess ion ( fv . ' s t  reading). 
D i l l s  may be introduced through tnc Rules 
Committees by the governor ami the permanent 
interim committees pursuant to prov is ions of 
law.

(b) The o r ig in a l  copy of a b i l l  or 
re so lu t ion , or any subst itu te  there for , 
remains at a l l  times in the custody of the 
ch ie f  c le rk  or secre tary . When the or ig ina l 
copy has been photographed for dup licat ion 
each page of the b i l l  is marked or stamped 
"o r ig in a l copy". Ihe f i r s t  carbon of the 
o r ig in a l  b i l l  is  jacketed and marked "cmir 
n,' l i # ! v '£W rL!Jl3* ' s d e l ivered  on rece ip t to 
IhcKcna1 iwinPor the committee of f i r s t  
reference . The "committee copy" is the 
o f f i c i a l  copy used to accompany committee 
reports w ithin a house. I f  the committee 
copy is lo s t  or is not otherwise a v a i la b le  a 
c e r t i f i e d  photocopy of the o r ig in a l copy may 
lie used. Ihe o r ig in a l  of the enro lled copy 
is used for c e r t i f i c a t io n  by each house for 
transmitta l to the governor.

(a )  To assure that all b il ls , when , lt ro - 
duced , are offered in a form which 
conforms to the ru les and requirements 
of the drafting manual.



RULE 38 [37]. HISTORY OF BILLS. A 
separate h is to ry  of the b i l l s  o f each house 
sh a l l  be maintained [BY THE BILL HISTORIAN 
ASSIGNED TO PERFORM THE OUTY] fo r both 
houses by the L e g is la t iv e  A f f a i r s  Agency.
The agency [HISTORIAN] s h a l l ,  in cooperation 
with~tlie~the le g i s la t o r s  who ch a ir  [CHAIRMEN 
OF] the Rules Committees and the ch ie f  c lerk  
and senate secre tary , maintain a current 
record on a l l  h i l l s  and reso lu t ions and 
publish a wet. y report on the status o f the 
iii 1 1 s  of each house.

To remove from the rule a reference to an 
al leged ly sexually  explic it term, and to 
conform t ’V I . 'story procedures to current 
proced ; ' . es for recording the h istory of 
act iv ity  on S i ' l s .



RULE 39 [38]. ACTION ON BILLS, (a) 
Number o f  readings. A [NO] b i l l  may not 
become ' -\w unless i t  Has passpd three separ­
a te  readings in each house on three separate 
dayr , except tha t any b i l l  may be advanced 
fror.i second to th ird  reading on the same day 
by a [CONCURRENCE OF] three-fourths vote of 
the fu l l  membership of the house considering 
T F  (Const itu t ion , Art. I I ,  Sec. 14)

(b) F i r s t  Reading. The f i r s t  reading 
con s is t s  of a reading aloud by the c le rk  or 
secre tary  of the fo llow ing information: the 
house of o r ig in ,  the b i l l  number, the sponsor, 
and the t i t l e  o f  the b i l l ,  e . g . ,  " In  the
Mouse, House B i l l  No. . . . ,  by ............. and
 , A b i l l  for an Act e n t i t l e d ,  'An Act
relating to a code of ethics for state 
employees.1" The bill is then refei.ed by 
the presiding officer to one or more com­
mittees [A COMMITTEE]. The house may by a 
majority vote of the full membership of -he 
house refer theliTTl to any other standing
or spec ia l committee.

(c) Second Reading. When a b i l l  
appears on the calendar for second reading 
i t  is read in the same mann.r as in the 
f i r s t  reading unless [A MAJORITY OF] the 
members present order bv a majority vote of 
tlie ftil 1 members h ip of~the house that i FT jo 
read in fulIT Bhen the second reading of 
the b i l l  and the accompanying committee 
report i s  completed the b i l l  i s  then before 
the house for amendment. I f  a proposed 
amendment is tabled i t  does nut carry with 
i t  or pre judice the b i l l .  When a l l  amend­
ments have been made the presiding o f f i c e r

(a) To conform the language of the rule to 
standard legislative drafting language , 
and to c lar ify  the vote required to 
advance a bill from second to third 
reading on the same legis lative day .

(b) To c lar ify  that a bill may be referred 
to one or me re committees, to clar ify  
the vote required to transm5' a bill 
which is before the house ii -st 
reading to a committee other tnan a 
committee to which referral was made 
b y  the pres id ing o ff icer , and to 
estab lish the minimum vote by which 
the members may require a bill to be 
re ferred lo additional committees.

(c) To c la r ify  the vo le  required to have a 
bill in second reading read in full , and 
lo c lar ify  the vote required to order a 
bill ungrossed preparatory lo advance­
ment to third -ead ing .



d irec ts  the c le r k  or secre tary  to have the 
b i l l  engrossed with a l l  amendments approved 
by the house and to c e r t i f y  i t s  proper 
engrossment on the fo llow ing l e g i s l a t i v e  
day. When the c le r k  or secre tary  reports 
the b i l l  back properly engrossed i t  i s  then 
de l ivered  to the Rules Committee fo r p lace ­
ment on the calendar fo r th ird  reading and 
f in a l  consideration . Three-fourths o f the 
fu l l  membership o f the house, may order that 
the b i l l  be considered engrossed upon the 
completion of the second reading for the 
purpose o f advancing i t  f - 'T  second to third 
reading on the same day.

(d) Third Reading. On i t s  th ird  
reading the b i l l  is  read by heading and 
t i t l e  only . The question, on th ird  reading 
of a b i l l  i s  upon i t s  f in a l  passage and no 
amendments may be considered. No b i l l  may 
become law without an a f f i rm a t iv e  majority 
of the membership of each house. The yeas 
and noes on f in a l  passage, noting the name 
and vote of each member, sh a l l  be entered in 
the journa l , The b i l l  i s  then engrossed or 
en ro l led , as appropriate , a t the d irec t ion  
of the c le rk  or secre tary .

(e) I f  a b i l l  or portion o f  a b i l l  
contains matter changing a supreme court 
ru le governing p rac t ice  and procedure in 
c i v i l  or criminal cases^ the b i l l  must 
contain a ssc t ion  express ly  c i t in g  the rule 
and noting what change is  being proposed.
The section containing the change in a court 
ru le must be approved oy an a f f i rm a t iv e  vote 
of two-thirds of the f u l l  membership of each 
[MEMBERSHIP 10 WHICH TflETfiouse [TS EN­
TITLED]. I f  the sect ion e f f e c t in g  a change

(e) To c lar ify  the vote required lo approve 
material containing a change in court 
ru le .



in the court ru le  f a i l s  to rece ive  the 
reauired two-thirds vote^ the sect ion i s  
vo ia  .''nd without e f f e c t  and i s  deleted from 
the b'. 1 1 .  The fa c t  that a b i l l  contains a 
sect ion which changes a court ru le  sh a l l  
a ls o  be noted in the t i t l e  o f the b i l l .  .

( f ) I f  a b i l l  or portion o f a b i l l  
contains material which has an e f f e c t iv e  date
other than the date which  i s  90 days_________

the b i l l  must contain
ys a f t e r

the b i l l  becomes lawT _____________ ___________
a sect ion or sect ions se t t in g  out the pro-

/

A A ':>

(o

posed e f f e c t i v e  date or dates . The section 
or sect ions re la t ing  to the~iTf f e c t iv e  dates 
must be approved by an a l f i rm a t iv e  vote of 
two-thirds » f  the fu l l  membership of each 
house. 17 a section s e t t ing out an e f f e c ­
t i v e  date f a i l s  to rece ive  the requfred two 
tliirtTs vote~Tn e i th e r  house, the s e c t ion is

is  de le ts Trom 
contains a

void and without e f f e c t  and
Ihe b i l T  The fac t  that a b iTT ___
se c t io n which se ts out an e77ec t iv e  date 
sha l l  aTso be noted in tlie tiTTe of the J i l l .

(<l) [ ( f ' l  A b i l l  may be recommitted 
any time before passage.

To add a provision describ ing the 
manner r f  approval of a bill having an 
"e f fec t ive date c lau se . "



RULE 40 [39]. COURSE OF CILLS. When a To c lar ify  that a bill may be referred to
b i l l  has passed the house in which i t  o r ig i -  one or more committees,
nated and has been c e r t i f i e d  as properly 
engrossed by the c le rk  or secre tary  and 
photographed for dup licat ion  ( i f  changes 
have been made), i t  sh a l l  be signed by the 
pres id ing o f f i c e r  and the c te rk  or secre tary .
'ihe c le r k  or secre tary  sh a l l  transmit the 
o r ig in a l  and committee copies o f  the b i l l  on 
rece ip t to the other house. When the second 
house rece ives the message accompanying the 
engrossed b i l l  and reporting i t s  passage, 
the b i l l  sh a l l  be read by the c le rk  or 
secre tary  for the f i r s t  time and then re '  
ferred by the pres id ing o f f i c e r  to one or 
more committees [A COMMITTEE] for subsequent 
act ion by that house.



— — —

M
L h y  *

RULE 41 [40], AMENDMENTS IN OTHER 
HOUSE. When a b i l l  passed in one house is  
amended in the otheV house, the b ■ 1 1  with 
c e r t i f i e d  amendments! is  returned to the 
house of o r ig in  requesting concurrence. The 
vote on concurrence in amendments i s  taken 
by c a l l in g  of the' ro l l  aiuf'the record lng of 
the yeas and nays in the j ournal. "Adoption 
requ ires a majo r i t y  vote of the f u l l  member ­
ship i n e ach house. I f  Concurrence i s  had 
the c le rk  or secre tary  notes the concurrence 
in the jou rna l ,  informs tlie other house of 
the concun ence, and proctjeds to have the 
b i l l  enro lled  for c e r t i f i c a t io n  and trans­
m itta l to the governor.

I

To conform the rule lo constitutional r e ­
quirement. 10n  May 4, 1979 the supreme 
court in Plumley v .  Hale (594 P . 2d 497) 
held that the term " linal passage" used in 
Artic le I I ,  Section 14 of the Alaska Constitu­
tion re fers to that vote which is the final 
one in a particu lar house with reference to 
a parti, j l a r  bill and therefore the requ ire­
ments of passage by a majority vote of the 
membership of the house and recording of 
the yeas and nays on the vote apply to any 
vo le  which may be final. In a footnote it 
e xp re ss ly  pointed out that vote on concur­
rence lo or receding from amendments con 
be a final v o le . Present practice is to 
follow this procedure , but it is not exp ress ly  
required in the m le .  |

o . c . r ^
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RULE 42 [4 1 ] .  CONFERENCE COMMITTEE.
(a) I f  one house refuses to concur in the 
amendments of the other i t  so n o t i f i e s  the 
amending house and requests that i t  recede 
from i t s  amendments. The vote on ■•eceuing 
from amendments is  taken by c a l l  fug the ro l l  
and the recording of the yeas and'nays in 
the .journal. A nouse recedes from i t s
amendments only by a majority vote of the 
7uTl membership of the nouse. I f  the house 
reTuses to recede, the presid ing o f f i c e r  of 
eaqli-house.^ppoints three members to s i t  as 
aVCommittee « *  Conference^ The committee 
meets when mutually agreeable to i t s  members 
and when agreement on previously adopted 
amendments to a b i l l  adopted by e i th e r  house 
i s  reached, the committee submits an id en t i­
c a l  report to each house. I f  the report is 
adopted by both houses the b i l l  i s  en ro l led , 
s igned, and transmitted to the governor.
] I the members of the Committee on Conference 
cannoTagree on amendments or t7 one or~botii 
houses r c fu s e sT d ^d o p rT Iu r ro t o r i , "  the Com- 
miltoc on Tnn lo  re lice s liaTI submit "a wr i t  t oil 
report td~eacb fionse I 'fs 1 1 ng the sp ec i f i c  
points oTTiTsnqrccnient"for winclTThe commit te e  
reouests powers 'o f  free conference . The pre- 
s i  tnng o f f i c e r  of each bouse may g ive 1 1m!Led
powers o f 'T i ’oe conference only on the sp e c i f i c  
p < 7 , 7 , i n  r s t . e ( i “ [ T r i 5 ” i f r o i ! n r R ~ A T ' ' A r i 7 ' T i , i E —  

TO C»AHT**DBERS OF FREE CONFERENCE TO Til'. 
COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCE.] I f  the members of 
the Committee on Conference with l imited 
powers of free conference cannot agree on 
ainomlinents or one dr both houses refuses to 
adopt i t s  report , i t  is  then in order to 
appoint a Committee on Free Conference.
A member who served on a Committee on Con-

(a) To c lar ify  the vo le  required when a 
house recedes from an amendment; lo 
conform the rule to the constitutional 
requirement (On May 4, 1979 our 
supreme court in Plumley v .  Hale (594 
P . 2d 497) held that the term "final 
passage" used in Article I I ,  Section 14 
of the A laska Constitution re fers to 
lhat vote which is the final one in a 
particu lar house with reference to a 
particu lar bill and therefore the re ­
quirements of passage b y  a majority 
vote of the membership of the house 
and recording ot the yeas and nays on 
the vo le apply lo any vo le Jhich may 
be final. In a footnote it p ress ly  
pointed out that vote on .incurrence 
to or receding I com amendments can he 

Final vo te . Present practice is to 
follow this procedure, but it is not 
e xp re ss ly  required in the r u le . ] ;  
lo proclude use of free conference 
committees lo reso lve d ifferences in 
vers ions of a bill passed by each 
house until a rommillce on conference 
with limited pr vvers of free conferenc.i 
has had an opportunity lo reso lve 
d ifferences between the bil ls ; and lo 
limit a conference coruiiil lce member 
Irom being nppointeo to a free con­
ference committee.



t

ference or on a Committee on Conference with 
l im ited powers of free  conference may not be 
appointed to a subsequent Committee on Con­
ference or Committee on Free Conference con­
cerning the same measure. The vote on 
adoption of a conference committee report i s  
taken by the c a l l in g  of the r o l l  and the 
recording of the yeas [AYEC] and nays in the 
journa l . Adoption requires a majority of
the membership of the house. . ____

(b) The iCommittee-'wrFi’ee Conference*1 
is  apnointed in ttie"sanie manner as a Com­
mittee on Conference end may suggest in i t s  
report any new amendments c le a r l y  germane to 
the question. When a majority of the member­
ship on the committee from each house agree 
on amendments [TO BE PROPOSED], the amend­
ments are attached to the b i l l  and reported 
back to each house in an id en t ica l report.
The report is  not sub ject to amendment in 
e i th e r  house. j.The report is  referred co the 
1 a s t committee in each liouse to whieh the 
iiTTl was referred for consTUeratioiTTor i ts 
TnformaCion: the committee sh a l l  report tlie 
b iT Fw ith  i t s  recommendat i o n s ' for or against 
passage of t he r eport. |  I f T i i e  report is  
aUbpTed in both houses th" b i l l  is  then 
ordered enro lled by i t s  of o r ig in . I f
the Ccmmittee 011 Free Conference f a i l s  to 
agree or i t s  report is not adopted, a second 
Comini'.tee 011 Free Conference may lie appointed 
but no member of the f i r s t  committee may be 
reappointed. A free con fe ience committee 
repor t  may not'lie voted'on tiy~Tlie~liouse un t i l  
a l _Teast  2T l idu rs "a l te r  tiie report i s  |i r i ,ae(] 
and d i s t ributed ' to~eii'clT member at tiie~niomUerr 
desk. The vote on adoption of a free confer- ^  
encevcommiltee report is  taken by c a l l in g  of the

(b) To limit the adoption of amendments in 
a free conference committee report to 
amendments which are "c lear ly "  germane; 
to d irect referra l of a free conference 
committee report to a standing committee 
for its consideration and recommenda­
tion; to permit adoption of a free 
conference committee report on ly if 24 
hours has elapsed after the report has 
been printed and d istributed to members; 
and to c lar ify the vote required to 
adopt a free conference committee 
report .



ro l l  and the recording o f the yeas [AYES] 
and nays in the jou rna l .  Adoption requires 
a majority o f the f u l l  membership o f  the 
house.



RULE 43 [42]. ENROLLMENT, (a) When a 
b i l l  has p issed both houses the pres id ing <a > To recognize current bill review
o f f i c e r  of the house o f o r ig in  d ir e c t s  t in t  p ract ices , and to define procedures by
i t  be enro l led . The c l e r k  or secre tary  w,1ich e r r ° rs m a b 1 which are found
transmits the engrossed b i l l  to the en ro l l -  as Part l , ie  enrolling process may
fng se r-e tary  o f the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  who, with -o  b.e c° r r e c t ed , and changes which a lfec t
the Ire or of s t a tu te s ,  checks the b i l l > ~  llic* le9al content of a bill may be
[SIaTF ’THE LEG1 S[ A T I A I  ftS AgENC? , formally reported to the members of
HAS THE 31LL CHECKED FOR FORM AND LEGAL ' [f* the leg is lature and to the public .
COIIIENf] before placement in f in a l  form 
according Lo the l e g i s l a t i v e  d ra f t in g  manual. 
The en ro l l in g  secre ta ry  is  authorized to 
correct form and manifest errors which are 
c l e r i c a l , typographica l t or errors in sp e l l in g  
or errors~liy way of aifi l it i ons or omissions.
Tlie enroTTTng secretary i . required to report 
errorsjiy way~oT addition or omission and 
deficiencies when the 17TT1 is returned to the 
house of orfnTIi. When an error or deficiency 
narhmiTrTfPOGRARmcsrtJiROirrAiiirciffiir't 
IRRDIfST-  WIIEII A CLERICAL CORRECTION HAS BEEN 
MALE AND] reported, the clerk or secretary 
shall advise the presiding officers of both 
houses before the bill is signed and trans­
mitted to the governor.

(h) H i l l s  con s is t in g  o f severa l pages 
need not be formally en ro l led  i f  the p res id ­
ing o f f i c e r  [III IIIS UlSCREIIOfr announces 
tha t , for reasons ot economy and time, 
lormal enrollment is  being waived. If 
enrollment Is waived, and the pres id ing 
o f f i c e r  of the other house consents , the 
f i r s t  page and signatory pages of the h i l l  
w i l l  lie enro lled and then a f f i x e d  to the en­
grossed h i l l  along with any c e r t i f i e d  amend­
ments and when signed hy the o f f i c e r s  of 
both houses w i l l  be transmitted to Llie

(b) ' lo  remove from the rule a reference to 
a sexua l ly  exp lic it pronoun.



governor with a l e t t e r  noting that en ro l l ­
ment was waived. Engrossment of such b i l l s  
may a lso  be waived in the same manner.

I



RULE 44 [43]. TINE LIMIT ON INTRODUC­
TION. No BT1 1  or reso lu t ion other than one 
sponsored by a standing committee may be 
introduced a f t e r  the t h i r t y - f i f t h  day of the 
second regular sess ion  of the le g i s l a tu r e .



RULE 45 [44]. VETOED BILLS. The 
governor may veto a b i l l  or by veto s t r ik e  
or reduce an item in an appropriation b i l l .  
The governor [HE] sh a l l  return the vetoed 
I n n  or the b i l l  in which an appropriation 
item was s tr icken  or reduced with a s t a t e ­
ment of [HIS] ob ject ions to the house of 
o r ig in . Tlie rece ip t o f the b i l l  and veto 
statement are noted in the jou rna l ,  and the 
other house is  promptly requested to meet in 
jo in t  sess ion  to reconsider passage of the 
vetoed b i l l  or item. The vote on recon­
s id era t ion  of a vetoed b i l l  or item is 
entered in the journal of both houses.
B i l l s  to r a is e  revenue and appropriation 
h i l l s  or items, although vetoed, become law 
upon reconsideration by the a f f i rm a t iv e  vote 
of Ur ee-fourths of the fu l l  membership of 
the le g i s la tu r e  s i t t in g  in jo in t  sess ion as 
one body. Other vetoed b i l l s  become law 
upon reconsideration by the a f f i rm a t iv e  vote 
of two-thirds of the f u l l  membership of the 
le g is la tu re  s i t t in g  in jo in t  sess ion as one 
body [ . ]  (Secs. 15 and 16 , Art. I I ,  State 
Constitu tion) . B i l l s  vetoed a f t e r  adjourn- ■ 
moot of any regular sess ion sh a l l  be returned 
with a statement of the governor 's  [HIS] 
ob ject ions to the L e g is la t iv e  A f f a i r s  Agency 
and may be reconsidered by the fu l l  member­
ship of the le g is la tu re  s i t t in g  as one body 
not la te r  than Llie f i f t h  day a f t e r  the next 
regu lar sess ion or any intervening spec ia l 
sess ion convenes during that le g i s la tu r e .

To remove from the rule re ferences to 
sexua l ly  exp lic it pronouns.





RULE 47 [46]. BILLS^CflRRY OVER. 
introducecTTn the f i r s t  regu lar sess ion o f a 
le g i s la tu re  which are not passed or not 
withdrawn, defeated , vetoed , or in d e f in i t e ly  
postponed, carry over into the second regular 
sess ion of the sane l e g i s la tu r e  in the same 
reading or status they were in at the time 
of adjournment. Jo ia i _r e sp lu t ionS 'p ropos ing  
o r - r a t i f y in g  amendments fo the U . . S. 'Gonstn- 
tu l ion -o r pTOposing• amendment's’ W t h e ”S tatp 
Constitution c a r r y o v e r  in the same.manner 
aVtii- l ls .- ' ArW-ethei' ■foim.i uf'TL'S'uVwtiaiis 
eAfi i i e w tth  the adjouriiment-of the l i r s i  
-eog.illar t e s-s i on—

B i l l s  A

/ I t f



RULE 48 [47], DISCHARGE OF BILLS FROM 
COMMITTEE, (a) I f  the majority of the fu l l  
membership of a standing or special^commit-
tee des ire  that any l e g i s l a t io n  panaTrrg- -
before the committee-be considered, they may 
present the request , in w r it in g , to the 
pres id ing o f f i c e r .  The pres id ing o f f i c e r  
sh a l l  sign the request and th is act ion sh a l l  
be noted in the jou rna l .  The committee 
chiH-rwah a f fe c ted  sh a l l  schedule the sp ec i­
f ied  l e g i s l a t io n  for consideration within 
three days a f t e r  transm itta l of the request 
by the pres id ing o f f i c e r  to the committee 
chairman.

(h) I f  the chai 1^15*3does not adhere to 
the prov is ions of (a) of th is  ru le [SECI10N], 
the p a r t icu la r  l e g i s l a t io n  to fre scheduled 
sh a l l  automatica l ly  be re ferred to the next 
committee of reference on the fourth day 
fo llowing the transmitta l of the request to 
the chaiciMfj.

fc) B i l l s  in the Rules Committee of 
each house sh a l l  be placed on the d a i l y  
calendar in second reading w ithin three days 
a f t e r  rece ip t o f a request signed by a LfllL] 
majority of the fu l l  membership of the com­
mittee and the presif l ing o f f i c e r  [7 1 Tul low­
ing the procedure provided in (a) of th is 
ru le to p lace [SECilOtl, l l lA l j a p a r t icu la r  
iit-in of l e g i s la t io n  [HE PLACED] on the 
calendar.

(d) tin filing in th is ru le [SECTION] 
prevents an oral motion to discharge a h i l l  
from committee by any member of the body at 
any time.

<J d <

(b )  To correct a reference .

(c ) To correct a re ference , and to clar ify  
the requirements under which a hill in 
(lie possession of the Mules Committee 
shall he placed on the calendar .

(d ) To correct a reference ,



RULE 49 [48]. RESOLUTIONS, ( a )  The 
only type o? instrument other than a b i l l  
or c i t a t io n  authorized under Lhese Uniform 
Rules is  a 'r e so lu t io n . [UNLESS SPECIFICALLY 
PROVIDED FOR IN THE RULES A RESOLUTION 
REQUIRES A MAJORITY VOTE FOR APPROVAL], The 
types and uses o f reso lut ions are as fo l lows:

( 1 )  [ ( a ) ]  A simple reso lu t ion  i s  
a formalizea motion passed by one house only 
and bearing the heading "House Resolution" 
or "Senate Reso lution" . I t  may be used to 
ixpress the w i l l ,  wish, view, opinion, 
sympathy, or reguest of the hx ise  adopting 
i I t  does not require comm.ttee r e f e r r a l ,  
three readings, or a r o l l  c a l l  . a t e .  Approv­
al of a simple r e s o lu t ion requires a major ity 
v o t ’ oT~lFie fu l l  memtjersITIp of the house.
T £ : - ‘ I -'' ----

H i  [ (h )]  A spec ia l reso lut ion 
headed "House Special Resolution" or "Senate 
Special Resolution" is used only for the 
purpose of exp e l l in g  a member under pro­
v is ion s of Sec. 1 2 ,  Art. I I ,  of the State 
Constitution. The spec ia l reso lu t ion  re ­
quires a re fe r ra l  to the Rules Committee, 
three readings, and a [CONCURRENCE OF] 
two-thirds vote o f tfie fu l I  membership ol 
the house for approval.

(3} 1 ( c ) ]  A concurrent reso lu t ion 
is  s im i la r  To the simple reso lu t ion  but 
r e f l e c t s  the w i l l ,  wish, view or dec is ion of 
both houses speaking concurrently . I t  i ,  
used p a r t icu la r ly  to handle the internal 
business of the le g i s la tu r e ,  e . g . ,  adjourn­
ment of the le g i s la tu r e ,  suspension and 
amendment of the Uniform Rules , requesting 
action of executive agencies and interim

(a) To make a technical change .

( a ) ( 1 )  To c lar ify  ihe vo le  requ ir id  for 
adoption of a simple resolution.

(a)(2) To c lar ify requirements for ap ­
proval of a special resolution by one 
house .

(a)(3) To c lar ify  requirements lor ap ­
proval of a concurrent resolution, and 
to remove from the ru les a provision 
held unconstitutional by S ta le  v .
A . I . . I . V . E .  V o lu n ta ry ,  606 P . 2d 789
TT3MT



committees^ [ ; ]  and f i x in g  the time and 
place for jo in t  assemblies . [THIS RESOLU­
TION IS ALSO USED FOR ANNULLING REGULATIONS 
PROMULGATED UNDER THE ADMI ISTRATIVE PRO­
CEDURE ACT.] This re so lu t ; 11 does not 
require committee r e f e r r a l ,  three readings, 
or anything other than approval o f a [THE] 
majority vote of the fu l l  membership of each 
[THE] house unless otherwise required by tiie 
ru les .

(4) [ (d )]  A spec ia l concurrent 
reso lu tion i s  employed to consider [WHEN TIIE 
LEGISLATURE IS CONSIDERmG]'disapproval of 
an executive order of the governor la id  
before the le g i s la tu r e  under prov is ions of 
Sec. 23, Art . I l l ,  of the State Constitu­
tion . This reso lu tion must be considered by 
a jo in t  committee and may be adopted by a 
majority vote of the f u l 1 membership of the 
le g is la tu re  in jo in t  sess ion without re­
course to three readings.

(5) [ (e ) ]  A jo in t  reso lu t ion  is  
the most formal type of reso lu t ion  and is 
adopted by both houses and then signed by 
the governor as a m in is te r ia l  fo rmality .
The jo in t  reso lu tion is  treated in a l l  
respects as a b i l l  but i t  is not sub ject to 
veto. I t  i s  u sua lly  reserved fo r addressees 
outside the s ta te . This reso lu t ion  is  used 
mainly to express the view or wish of the 
le g is la tu re  to the Pres ident , the Congress 
or agencies of the United S la tes Government 
or the governments of other s t a l e s .  I t  is 
required for proposing or r a t i f y in g  amend­
ments to the U. S. Constitution , prupusing 
amendments to the State Constitution under

( a ) ( 4 )  To make a technical change to
improve the language used in the ru le ,  
and to c la r i fy  the v o le  requ ired  to 
app rove  a special c oncu r ren t  reso lu t ion .

( a ) ( 5 )  To c la r i f y  the vote requ ired  to 
adopt a jo in t re so lu t ion .



provis ions of Sec. 1 ,  Art. X I I I ,  o f  the 
State Constitution , and for disapproval of 
lo ca l government boundary changes recom­
mended by the Local Boundary Commission 
under prov is ions of Sec. 1 2 ,  Art. X, of the 
S tate Constitution . Approval of a .joint 
reso lu tion requires a majority vote of the 
7u ll membership of each house.

(b) A ll reso lu t ions passed by one or 
both nouses are sent to the governor as a 
matter of information and fo r permanent 
f i l i n g  with the l ieutenant governor. The 
l ieutenant governor sends enro l led  copies of 
jo in t  reso lu tions to the federal and other 
s ta te  o f f i c e r s ,  agencies and ju r i sd ic t io n s .  
The transmitta l of copies o f a l l  other 
reso lut ions to designated addressees i s  the 
re sp on s ib i l i t y  of the L e g is la t iv e  A f fa i r s  
Agency.



RULE 50 [49]. LEGISLATIVE CITATIONS.
(a) The appropriate instrument for express­
ing commendation, condolences, appreciation 
or congratulations to an ind iv idual or a 
group, or to recognize a p a r t icu la r  event or 
occasion , is  a " L e g i s l a t i v e  C ita t ion " ap­
proved by both houses. The contents of the 
c i t a t io n  expressing the sentiment o f the 
le g i s la tu r e  w i l l  be typed on a spec ia l 
presentation form su itab le  for framing and 
bear the signature of the pres id ing o f f i c e r s .

(b) A member or members may introduce 
a c i t a t io n  by submitting i t  to the Rules 
Committee on a form prescribed in the l e g i s ­
l a t i v e  dra ft ing  manua. Unle s s  handled as 
provided i n (c) of th i .  se c t ion , the [THE] 
name of the person, group or occasion being 
noted along with the names of the sponsors 
w i l l  be l i s t e d  under spec ia l business on the 
d a i l y  calendar of the subsequent day and be 
voted upon by the house. Approval w i l l  be 
noted in the journa l . When action in the 
second house is  completed the c i t a t io n  w i l l  
be enro lled in f in a l  form, signed by the 
pres id ing o f f i c e r s ,  and sent to the appropri­
ate person.

(c) The person who cha irs the Rules 
Committee oT e a c lp iouse may, from t i me to 
l im e , tiesignate C i t a t ion Consent Calendar 
Says ' Wlien~rf ie~C itat ion~Consent Calendar
' 1  cons~uii*reil a s a spec To] order of business , 
a Tegistator may o b j e c t ' to the in c l iisTonTf 
a c i t a t io n  or may propose amendments to a 
c i t a t i o n. ~T f ~ e i t lier event occurs , the- ’ 
p a r t icu la r  c i t a t io n  concerned s h a l l  fie

( b )  To  p rov ide  '.n exception to the genera l 
p rocedu re  l o r  handling citations to 
recogn ize  use o f  c itation consent 
ca lenda rs .

( c )  To  au thor ize  the use o f  c itation con ­
sent ca lenda rs  and descr ibe  the h an ­
d ling o f  c ita tions when ca lendars a re  
used.

removed from the consent caTefuiar anil pro-
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cessed in accordance with (b) of t in s  ru le . 
Only one recorded vote need be taken and the 
one vote sh a l l  stand as the vote on f in a l  
passage as to a l l  the c i t a t ' ons un the C ita ­
t ion  Consent Calendar.
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RULE 51 [50]. JOINT SESSIONS. A jo in t  
sess ion may be c a l l e d  by agreement of the 
presid ing o f f i c e r s  of both houses or by 
e i th e r  house by motion adopted by a majority 
vote of the ful^l membership o f the house. 
i7~a jo in t  sess ion i s  c a l l e d  by a house the 
house c a l l i n g  the se ss ion  sh a l l  propose a 
time for the se ss ion . The other house may 
agree to meet in jo in t  sess ion  at the time 
proposed or se t another time within the 
three-day period fo llow ing the time proposed. 
The president of the senate in the presence 
of the speaker of the house p r e s id e  over 
jo in t  sess ions and the jo in t  sess ions are 
governed by the Uniform Rules. When a ro l l  
c a l l  vote is  i pi i red to deal with any 
subject being considered in jo in t  sess ion 
the members of the house of represen tat ives 
may use the e l e c t r i c  voting machine for the 
r o l l  c a l l  i f  the members of the house of 
represen ta t ives ,_ i)y  a ma jor ity vote o f  the 
t n U l M n m r n n  fu l l  membership of the 
house of rep re sen ta t iv e s . aijree [AGREES] to 
the use of the e l e c t r i c  voting machine in 
place of the oral r o ' l  c a l l .

To c la r i f y  the vote requ ired  when members 
o f  a house seek a jo in t sess ion , and to 
c la r i fy  language re la t ing  to use o f  the 
vot ing  machine fo r  a ro l l call vote  fo r  
members o f  the house o f  rep re sen ta t ive s  
d u r in g  a jo in t sess ion .



RULE 52 [ 5 1 ] ,  ADJOURNMENT. Neither 
house may aHjourn or recess for longer than 
three days unless the other concurs.
(Sec. 10 ,  Art. I I ,  S tate Constitution) 
Adoption of a concurrent reso lu t ion  by a 
majority of the f u l l  membership o f each 
house con st itu te s concurrence. A motion to 
adjourn or recess a se ss ion  i s  in order when 
i t  is  the intention o f  the l e g i s la tu r e  to
recess or adjourn to a day c e r ta in .  A
motion to adjourn sine d ie  is  in order only
at the end of a second regu lar sess ion or a
specia l sess ion .



i
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iiRULE 53 [52]. ADOPTION A(IO AMENDMENT 
TITLES. The Uni.form Rules o f each l e q j s ^  

loture shal l  Up adopted in joint. spssiqji by 
a majority vote of the f u l l  membership of 
pact) house, ih erea tte r  ihe uniiorra Rules J 
may he amended only by the adoption of a 
concurrent reso lu t ion  by a two-thirds vote 
of the fill 1 membership of each house. When 
the ru les are a f fe c ted  by con s t itu t ion a l and 
statutory changes, the L e g i s la t i v e  Council 
w i l l  e f f e c t  the necessary formal rev is ion  in 
the next pr in t ing  of the ru les and inform 
the Rules Committee o f the changes made.

To c la r i f y  the v o le  requ ired  fo r  adoption o r  
app rova l o f  amendments to the Unifo rm 
Ru les o f  the Leg is la tu re .



RULE 54 [53]. SUSPENSION OF RULES. 
Unless otherwise provided for in the case of 
a p a r t icu la r  ru le ,  the Uniform Rules may be 
suspended by a concurrent reso lu t ion  ap­
proved by a two-thirds vote o f  the fu l l  
membership"of each house. I f  e i th e r  house 
v io l a t e s  a uniform ru le a question of order 
may be ra ised  in the other house. I f  i t  is  
decided by the other house that the Uniform 
Rules have been v io la t e d ,  the b i l l  involved 
in that v io la t io n  sh a l l  be returned to i t s  
house of o r ig in  without further act ion .

To c la r i fy  the vote requ ired  to suspend the 
ope ra t ion  o f  the Unifo rm  Ru les o f  the Leg is ­
la tu re .
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RULE 55 [54], /.IMPLEMENTATION OF. RULES.
£  The ru les of parliamentary p rac t ic e  comprised 

in f|ASUII'S MANUAL OF LEG1SLA1IVE PROCEDURE 
implement and govern the Uniform Rules of 
the Leg is la tu re  in a l l  cases not covered by 
these Uniform Rules.

i'.«iSffAi
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

TO THE 

__ UNIFORM RULES —

(As Adopted by the House & Senate Rules Committees 
Meeting Jointly.)

MAY 29, 19^1

)
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RULE 1 .  ORGANIZATION OF FIRST SESSION, 
(a) At the time for convening o f the f i r s t  
regu lar sess ion o f  a l e g i s la tu r e  the l i e u ­
tenant governor c a l l s  each house to order 
separate ly  and c a l l s  the r o l l  of members 
whose e le c t ion  has been c e r t i f i e d .  The 
l i eu ten ant governor [HE] then administers 
The oath of o f f i c e  to the new members and, 
pending the e le c t io n  of temporary presid ing 
o f f i c e r . ,  preserves order and decoruin in the 
i iGuSC .

(b) When the house by a majority vote 
of the f u l l  membership of the house [VOTE]-  
se lu c ts  a temporary presuting o f f i c e r ,  the 
temporary pres id ing o f f i c e r  [HE] assumes the 
ch a ir  antfthe l ieutenant governor withdraws. 
The temporary presid int | o f f i c e r  [CHAIR] then 
c a l l s ~ 7o r  nominations for a permanent p res id ­
ing o f f i c e r  and the nominee rece iv ing  a 
ma jor ity vote of [THE VOTES OT] the fu l l  
iiienibersh»p~oT the house becomes the permanent 
pres id ii ig  oTnce r~[A^S[]liES~TilE~CnATR] for 
the Iwo-ycaFilura* ion of the le g i s la tu r e .
1 f_£permanent p r e s id ing o f f i cer i s  not 
e lrstecThy Elio seventh l e g i s l a t i v e  (fay, on 
Ine~'e~icjliu i l e n i s 1 a t l r y the temporary
pres id ing o'fTicer il'T for nominationsU'Jl
for_o î ermaheht [>tv officer from the"
floor. 'A rolT calT . siiail hcTtaEcn on 
the persons nominated. Election of a per­
manent presiding officer requires a majority 
votcTof thcH^Tfi membership of' the~liouse.

( a )  To remove from the ru le  a re fe rence  to 
a sexu a l ly  .exp lic it p ronoun .

( b )  To remove from the ru le  re fe ren ces  to 
s e x u a l l /  exp lic it nouns and p ronoun s ,  
and to estab lish p rocedu re s  fo r  and 
c la r i f y  the vo le  p ro cedu re s  and re q u i r e ­
ments applicable lo  election o f  tempo ia ry  
and permanent p res id ing  o ' . i c e r s .
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(c) Pending the organ ization of the 
house a secre tary  assigned by the L eg is la ­
t iv e  Council c s i s t s  the l ieu tenan t governor 
and the temporary and permanent presid ing 
o f f i c e r s  in the p e r f " '  -nee of th e ir  du t ie s .

(d) The Uniform Rules of the L e g is la ­
ture of the previous regu lar sess ion or any 
authorized rev is ion  of those ru les are used 
as the temporary ru les  un t i l  the Rules 
Committee reports on and the le g i s l a tu r e  in 
jo in t  sess ion adopts permanent uniform 
ru le s .

(e) The pres id ing o f f i c e r  sh a l l  an- 
nounce^ not l a t e r  than the day fo llowing 
LIUS] e le c t ion ^  the appointment o f a Commit­
tee on Committees con s is t in g  of f i v e  members 
in c lud ing t he p r e s id ing o f f i c e r  riTIFTSTrF AS 
CHAimtT Aflif FOUR'OMOEHfiERS]. The pre­
s id ing  o f f i c e r  cha ir s  the committee on com­
m ittees . The committee i s  responsible for 
nominating the [CHAIRMEN AND] members of the 
standing committees as s e t  out [ FORTH] in 
Rule 20 and the member who Ts~to cha ir each 
s t anding commi t t e e  to serve for the two-year 
duration of the l e g i s la tu r e .  The membership 
of each committee sh a l l  to ta l to an uneven 
number and the minority is e n t i t l e d  to at 
l e a s t  one seat on each standing committee. 
The report of the Committee on Committees is 
sub ject to approval by a major ity  vote of 
the fu l l  membership of the house.

( e )  To remove from the ru le  r e fe rences lo  
s exua l ly  exp lic it  p ro n oun s ,  and to con 
fo rm  language used to s tandard  leg is ­
la t ive d ra f t in g  p ract ice .



RULE 2. ORGANIZATION OF SECOND SESSION. 
The pres id ing o f f i c e r  of each [THE] house 
during the f i r s t  regu lar sess ion  presides 
during the second regu lar sess ion or any 
sp ec ia l sess ion and administers the oath to 
any new members.

To  c la r i fy  the ru le .



RULE 3. LEGISLATIVE SESSION STAFF.
(a) Each house e le c t s  an internal adminis- 
t r a t iv e  [ADMINISTRATION] o f f i c e r  (a Chief 
Clerk in the House and a Secretary in the 
Senate) to serve fo r the two-year duration 
of the le g i s l a tu r e .  The o f f i c e r  i s  nominated 
by the Rules Committee and e lected  by a 
majority vote of the fu l l  membership [MEMBERS] 
of the house. The Chief Clerk and Secretary 
are responsible fo r the se le c t ion  and super­
v i s ion  of the s t a f f  of th e ir  o f f i c e s  and are 
sub ject to the d irec t ion  o f the presiding 
o f f i c e r  and Rules Committee according to law 
and l e g i s l a t i v e  ru le .

(h) The Rules Committee of each house 
i s  responsible for the se le c t ion  and d irec ­
t ion of the session s t a f f  ass ignee to each 
chamber (sergeant-at-arms and th e ir  a s s i s t ­
an ts , pages and messengers) and i s  the 
source of approval for h ir in g  sess ion a s s i s t ­
ants for standing^ [AND] spec ia l , and jo in t  
committees and caucuses and se c re ta r ia l  licTp 
to be assigned to ind iv idua l members, ll ie 
Rules Committees of the house and senate 
sh a l l  decide jo i i  Lly and within the amount 
budgeted for sess ion s t a f f  the compensation 
and conditions of employment of those working 
under the ir  ind iv idual superv is ion , (he 
d irector of adm in istrat ive se rv ices  of the 
L e g is la t iv e  A f fa i r s  Agency sha l l  a s s i s t  and 
make recommendations to the Rules Committees 
regarding s t a f f  compensation and re lated  
matters.

a l l
(c) Ihe sergeant-at-arms sh a l l  attend 

sess ions of "the"house unless absent’ for

( a )  To co r rec t  a re fe rence  and to c la r i fy  
the vo le  requ irement fo r  election o f  
the chie f c le r k  and sec re ta ry .

( b) To b r ing  session employees o f joint com­
mittees u n d e r  employment p rov is ions 
gene ra l ly  app licab le to session employees.

:

(c) To p rov ide  it description o f  the duties 
o f  the se rg can t -a l - a rm s .



order on the f lo o r  of the chamber and in the
ga l l e r i e s  and ad jo in ing ha llway, and assure 
that any person not permitted by law~or 
l e g i s l a t i v e  rule to oe present in the~chamber 
Ts removed from the chamber. The sergeant- 
at-arms sh a l l  assure that a member does not 
leave the chamber during a c a l l  of the house, 
and sha l l  act to secure the attendance in the 
chamber of members missing during a c a l l  oT 
the house.

I



RULE 4. DUTIES OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Tin* pres id ing o f f i c e r  of each house has the 
duties se t forth in sect ion  575, MASON'S 
MANUAL OF LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE, 1979 ed it io n , 
when not in cons is ten t with these Uniform 
Rules. In the absence o f the regu lar p res id ­
ing o f f i c e r ,  the major ity leader o f the 
,iouse serv ing ex o f f i c i o  as pres id ing o f f i c e r  
pro tempore sha l l  p res id e ; except that the 
regu lar pres id ing o f f i c e r  may temporarily 
re l inqu ish  the cha ir  to any member.

To spec i fy  use o f  ihe most recent edition o f 
Mason's Manual app lies to implement the Unifo rm 
Ru les .



RULE 5. ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES. The 
L e g is la t iv e  Council is  responsib le for pro­
v id ing adm in is trat ive se rv ic e s  necessary to 
the operation o f the le g i s la tu r e  through the 
L e g is la t iv e  A f f a i r s  Agency. The d irec to r  of 
the d iv is io n  of adm in is trat ive se rv ices has 
general supervision of the centra l f i s c a l ,  
procurement, dup lica t ing , d is t r ibu t ion  and 
mailing se rv ic e s .  O f f i c i a l  uacuments and 
items are duplicated only when submitted 
with a work o-der s ign e J by a presid ing 
o f f i c e r ,  t he person whr cha ir s  a committee 
[CI'AIKMAN], or the ch ie f  c le rk  or senate 
se c re ta ry , or th e ir  authorized representa­
t i v e s .  No requests for the dup licat ion of 
personal or unauthorized items or items not 
r'companied by a work order signed by an 
authorized person may be accepted. The 
f i s c a l  o f f i c e r  i s  responsib le for the prepara 
t ion of p a y r o l l ,  personnel and purchase 
documents an I the immediate supervision of 
the d is t r ibu t ion  and mailing se rv ic e s .

To removL from the ru le  a re fe rence  to a 
sexu a l ly  exp lic it  p ronoun .
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RULE 6. EXPENDITURES. The annual 
budget for a l l  l e g i s l a t i v e  expenses i s  
prepared by the L e g i s l a t i v e  Council and 
submitted to the Finance Committees. No 
l e g i s l a t o r  or employee may spend or ob l iga te  
l e g i s l a t i v e  money without the documents 
required by regu lat ion  from the l e g i s l a t i v e  
f i s c a l  and c e r t i f y in g  o f f i c e r s .  No member 
may spend or ob l ig a te  s ta te  funds for or on 
beha lf  of any committee unless authorized by 
the chairman of the committee with approval 
of the pres id ing o f f i c e r  of the house within 
the l im its  of a v a i l a b le  funds.



RULE 7. COMMUNICATIONS. Communica­
tions received by a house from the other 
house or the governor are read by the c le rk  
or secre tary  and spread upon or paraphrased 
in the journa l . A l l*o the r  o f f i c i a l  com­
munications to a house are re ferred d ir e c t ly  
by the c le rk  or secre tary  to the presiding 
o f f i c e r  for [HIS] r e fe r r a l  by the presiding 
o f f  ic er to a committee or to f i l e .  Tile 
pres id ing o f f i c e r  may d ir e c t  that the rece ip t 
of a communication and the sub ject to which 
i t  r e la te s  be noted in the journa l .

To remove from the rule a reference to a 
sexua l ly  exp lic it pronoun.



RULE 8. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR, (a)
A member may request of the pres id ing oT n c e r  
[CHAIR] and rece ive  with the consent of 
two-thirds of the '.embers present the personal 
or spec ia l p r iv i le g e  of the f lo o r .  The 
request for the p r iv i l e g e  and the substance 
o f the [HIS] remarks of the member are not 
recorded in the journaTT

(b) [ (a ) ]  personal p r iv i l e g e  is  granted 
for maHng remarks a f f e c t in g  the r ig h t s ,  
reputation and conduct o f members in th e ir  
re spec t ive  c ap a c it ie s  [CAPACITY].

[(b)] Special p r iv i l e g e  of the 
f lo o r  i s  used fo r remarks on matters other 
than questions o f personal p r iv i le g e  and the 
sub ject of sp ec ia l p r iv i l e g e  to which a 
member r i s e s  must be sta ted  before consent 
to proceed is  given.

To rev ise  the materia l into subsect ions in 
accordance with s tandard  leg is la t ive d r a f t ­
ing p ract ice , and to remove from the 
p roposed subsection ( a )  a re fe rence  to a 
sexua l ly  exp lic it  p ronoun .



RULF 0. JOURNAL. The jc . irna l of each 
house reports on ly  the e s sen t ia l  items of 
d a i l y  business : r o l l  c a l l  v o t . s ,  major
motions, communications from the governor 
and the other house, b r ie f  or summary com­
mittee reports , and amendments. Detailed 
committee reports , e xh ib i t s ,  and m isc e l la ­
neous communications ordered spread upon the 
journal the pres id ing o f f i c e r  of the 
house sh a l l  be publishea in a supplement to 
the d a i l y  journa l . The o a i ly  journal is  to 
be prepared by the ch ie f c le rk  or secretary  
in conformity with the l e g i s l a t i v e  dra f t ing 
manual and d is tr ibu ted  to each member of tiie 
l e g i s la tu re  on the following l e g i s l a t i v e  
day. Hatter may be expunged from the journal 
with the approval of a majority of the fu 1 ! 
memhershjp of the house i f  the motion to 
expunge is  adopted pr io r to the end of the 
le g i s l a t i v e  day on which the journal report 
is  approved.

To res ta te  the vote requ ired  to expunge 
materia l from the jou rna l .



RULE 10. DRAFTING MANUAL. The l e g i s l a ­
t iv e  draft ing manual prepared by the en­
ro l l in g  secre tary  of the le g i s la tu re  and the 
r e v isor of s ta tu te s  and adopted by the 
l e g i s l a t i v e  Council i s  to be followed by a l l  
o f f i c e r s  and employees of the leg is la tu re  in 
the preparation , processing , and d ispos it ion  
of a l l  l e g i s l a t i v e  documents and records.

To con form  the tex t  o f  the r ide  to the 
actual prac t ice  noiv fo l lowed by  the Agency ; 
the p rov is ion s  o f  the manual which out line 
bill d ra f t in g  p rocedu re s  and techniques a re  
annua l ly  reviewed and rev ised  os necessa ry  
by  the r e v i s o r ;  those po r t ions o f the manual 
which desc r ibe  the format fo r  p resenting 
bi l ls and reso lu t ions  is the respons ib i l i ty  o f  
the legal e d i to r ,  who functions as the 
en ro l l ing  s ec re ta ry  in the final p repara t ion  
o f  b i l ls  fo r  submission to the g o ve rn o r .



RULE 1 1 .  ADMISSION "0 FLOOR, (a) Ex­
cept as provided in (b) (d) of th is  ru le ,
a [NO] person who i s  not a member of the 
Nouse is  not permitted on the f lo o r  of the 
house chamUer while the house i s  s i t t in g  or 
in b r ie f  recess unless that person [HE] i s  a 
member of the other house or an o f f i c e r  or 
an employee authorized to be present by th is 
ru le  or by the pres id ing o f f i c e r .

(b) Each of the fo llowing may be 
admitted to a chamber:

( 1 )  the ch ie f  c le rk  or secretary 
and members of the s t a f f  oF 'th a t  o f f i c e r ;

^2) the sergeant-at-arms and mem­
bers of the staff of the sergeant-at-arms;

(3) a chap la in ;

(A) pages and messengers.

(c) The house, by a majority vote of 
the members present, or the presiding offi­
cer of rfieTiouse may admit a person to the 
cNamNor wNlTe~the Nouse is in session or Tn 
[TrleT recess.

(d) Membersjjf the press may be admit­
ted to a chaSilj'er. However, members ofTNe 
press, wlien admitted, may ~nse~only facTTi- 
ties~p~rovTtIetI at the rear of the chamber Tor 
press purposes, antf may use only the pen - 
i;ictcr aTsles~dt the chamber for photographic
purposes.

( a )  To  re s la te  the ru le  in s tanda rd  le g is ­
la t ive d ra f t in g  language , and to remove 
from the ru le  a re fe rence  to a sexua l ly  
exp lic it  p ronoun .

( b )  To  descr ibe  the pe rsons  who may, by  
r u le ,  be admitted to the chamber.

( c )  To descr ibe  addit iona l s ituat ions when a 
pe rson  may be admitted to a chamber 
while the house is in session o r  b r i e f  
recess .

( d )  To p ro v id e  f o r  admission o f  members o f  
the p re s s  to the chamber, and estab lish 
reasonab le  limits on the ir p resence .



(c) The pres id ing o f f i c e r  may extend 
the p r iv i le g e  o f the f lo o r  to former leg is '  
la to rs  and d is t ingu ished v i s i t o r s  for the 
day blit not for the purpose of d iscussion 
and deflate. Oi'l_y [NO ONE BUT] a member of 
the le g i s la tu re  may advocate or oppose 
passage of a b i l l  or reso lut ion in the 
chamber of the house while the house i s  in



RULE 12 . USE OF CHAMBERS AND OFFICES. 
L e g is la t iv e  [HIE] chambers [All!) OFFICES 
7iSslGTinrT0 THE LEGISLATURE] are to be used 
only for the o f f i c i a l  business of the leg is  
la lure during l e g i s l a t i v e  sess ions . During 
the sess ion access to the chambers and the ir  
g a l l e r i e s  [All'l LEGISLATIVE OFFICES] i s  under 
the control o f the pres id ing o f f i c e r  of the 
house to which the space is  assigned^ and 
the assignment of l e g i s l a t i ve o f f i c e s  and 
use of committee rooms shaTl be provlde iFfor 
by aiiii be under the control of the Rules 
Commi ttee .

To rev ise  the p re sen t  ru le  to re f le c t  the 
c u r re n t  p ractice o f  hav ing a house bear 
re sp ons ib i l i ty  fo r  use o f  the chamber, o f  
having the Ru les Committee assign o f f ices  to 
members and be re spons ib le  fo r  use o f  
committee rooms, and to remove the r ig h t  o f 
access to leg is la t ive o ff ices from the p re s id ­
ing o f f ic e r  o f  the house .



RULE 13 . HOUR FOR CONVENING. Each 
house sh a l l  convene d a i l y ,  except Sunday, at 
10 :00 a .m . ,  unless otherwise ordered by a 
majority vote of the members present.



RULE 14 . QUORUM AND ROLL CALL, (a) A 
majority o f the f u l 1 membership o f the 
[EACH] house cons t itu te s  a quorum to~clo 
business ( sub ject to the sp ec ia l voting 
requirements o f the Const itu t ion , Art . I I ,  
Secs. 14 ,  16 and 18 ) ,  but a smaller number 
may adjourn from day to day and may compel 
the attendance of absent members (Constitu­
t io n ,  Art. I I ,  Sec. 12 ) .

(b) A r o l l  c a l l  of members sh a l l  be 
taken as the f i r s t  order of business on each 
l e g i s l a t i v e  day. The e l e c t r i c  voting machine 
may [SHALL] be used for the d a i l y  r o l l  c a l l  
and any quorum c a l l  and sh a l l  [MAY] be used 
for the e le c t io n  of o f f i c e r s  and other 
business of the house i f  [A MAJORITY OF THE 
FULL I F  JtRSHIl* OF] the house so orders 
by a i . i jo r i t y  vote of the fu l l  membership 
of_t l ie house. I f  the voting machine i s  hot 
operating or not operating properly , the 
d a i l y  r o l l  c a l l  or quorum determination 
sh a l l  [MAY] be made by the c a l l in g  of the 
roTTT “  “

( a )  To  c la r i fy  the quorum requ irm en l .

( b )  To rev ise  p rov is ions  re la t ing  to use 
o f  the e lec tron ic  voting machine in the 
conduct o f  the business o f  the house .



I

RULE 15. ABSENCE OF MEMBERS. A [110] 
member may not be absent [HIMSELF] from 
s i t t in g s  of the house unless the member [HE] 
has the leave of the house to be absent or 
i s  i l l  and unable to-attend . A [ANY] member 
who is con s is t en t ly  absent from meetings of 
a standing committee to which [HE IS] de­
signed may be removed from that committee by 
the Committee on Committees upon a showing 
that the member's [IIIS] absence i s  unwar­
ranted.

To con form  the language o f  the ru le  to 
s tanda rd  leg is la t ive  d ra f t in g  language , and 
to de le te  from  the ru le  re fe rences  to se xu a l­
ly  e xp l ic it  p ronoun s .
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RULE 16 . CALL OF THE HOUSE. £a) A 
c a l l  of the house i s  used to compel a tten ­
dance of absent members who have not been 
prev iously  excused from a c a l l  by a majority 
vote of the f u l l  membership o f the house. 
Hie- journal sh a l l  r e f l e c t  the names o f a l l  
members excused from attendance and such 
members sh a l l  be excused from a l l  r o l l  c a l l s  
during such absence. A c a l l  of the house 
may be ordered by one member. When no 
quorum i s  present , the pres id ing o f f i c e r  of 
the house may compel the attendance of 
ind iv idual absent members.

(h) I f  a quorum is  present when a c a l l  
has been ordered, the house may continue to 
conduct business other than the measure 
under cons ideration a t  the time the c a l l  was 
ordered. However, any member may a lso  order 
a c a l l  of the house as to any other measure 
placed before the house for consideration 
a f t e r  the o r ig in a l c a l l  has been ordered.

(c  ) A _c a I I is  s a t i s f i e d by a r r iv a l  of
the afisent members not previously-excused 
from the caTTT

(d) A c a l l  is  terminated

( 1 )  fflY ARRIVAL OF HIE ABSENT 
MEMBERS NOT PREVIOUSLY EXCUSED FROM A CALL, 
AND] when the issue upon which the c a l l  has 
been placed has been voted upon or otherwise 
reso lved^ [ , ]

(2) by withdrawal of the c a l l  by 
the member p lac ing the c a l l ^  [ , ]  or

^3) by a majority vote o f the 
members present to adjourn.

( a )  To  c la r i f y  the vote  requ ired  with
respec t to secu r ing  an absence which 
is excused from a call o f  the house .

( c )  To indicate when a call o f the house 
is " sa t is f ie d " .

( d ) To c la r i fy  when a call o f Ihe house is 
" te rm ina ted11 and to c la r i fy  the vo le  
requ ired  with respect to ad journment 
o f  the house while a call o f  the house 
has been o rd e re d .



(e) The pres id ing o f f i c e r  o f the house 
may d ir e c t  the sergeant-at-arms to obtain 
a s s is tan ce  from the Department of~FTi&lic 
Safety  to secure the attendance of any missing 
member.

( e )  To au thor ize  the p res id ing  o f f i c e r  to 
obtain assistance from the Department 
o f  Public Sa fe ty  to secu re  attendance 
o f  members absent when a call o f  the 
house has been o rd e re d .



RULE 17 . DAILY.ORDER OF BUSINESS.
Unless changed by a [VOTE OF] two-thirds 
vote of the fu l l  membership of the house the 
daTTy order oFBu s in e s s  of each house i s  as 
fo llows:

1 1 1  [ ( a ) ]  Roll c a l l

(2) [ (b )]  Invocation nr meditation 
LPRAYER BY CHAPLAIN]

(3) [ ( c ) ]  C e r t i f ic a t io n  by the 
ch ie f c le r iTor secre tary  to the house as to 
Lue correctness o f the journal of the pre­
vious day, journal approved or order changed

ill [(‘0] Introduction oi guests

(5) [(e)] Messages from the
governor

(6) [ ( f ) ]  Messages from the other

i l l  1 ( g ) ]  Communications 

jU) [ (h )]  Reports of standing
s

f ( i )] Reports of specia l
committees

( 1U) [ ( j )] Introduction of reso lu ­
tions

house

commiI tees

To recognize that the p r a y e r  may not be 
g iven b y  a chap la in , to c la r i f y  the vo le  
req u i re d  to change the da i ly  o rd e r  o f  b u s i­
ness o f a house , and to re v e rs e  the o rd e r  
o f  the announcement o f  committee meetings 
and special o rd e r s  not set f o r  a pa r t icu la r  
h o u r .

( i y  | ( k ) |  Introduction, f i r s t  
reading and reference of b i l l s



( 12) [ ( 1 ) ]  Consideration o f d a i l y
calendar

(A) [ ( 1 ) ]  Second reading of 
b i l l s  of house

(B) [ (2 ) ]  Second reading of 
b i 1 Is of other house

(C) [ ( 3 ) ]  Third reading of 
b i l l s  of house

(0) [ (4 )]  Third reading of 
b i l l s  of otfier house

(E) [ (5 )]  a l l  other matters 
up for f in a l  act ion in the house

(13) [ (ni)] Unfinished business 

^ 1 4J Announcement of committee
meetings

(Hi) [ ( h)] Special orders (not se t
for a particular hum )

[(o) ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMIT-
IEE MEETINGS]

(Hi) U p ) ]  Adjournment



RULE 18. DAILY CALENDAR, [ (a ) ]  The 
Rules Committee of each house is responsible 
for the preparation o f the d a i l y  calendar 
[TOR DISTRIBUTION TO EACH MEMBER ON THE DAY 
PRECEDING THE NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY]. Pend­
ing the pr in t ing of the calendar the con­
tents of the calendar sh a l 1 [MAY] be an­
nounced or posted on tlie day preceding the 
next l e g i s l a t i v e  day. Changes to a calendar 
or approval of a supplementsy calendar may 
he authorized by a two-thirds vote of the 
members [MEMBERSHIP] present. No business 
sha l l  be transacted nor any measure con­
sidered that i s  not on the calendar . A b i l l  
may not be withdrawn from the Rules Commit­
tee but [A MAJORITY OF THE FULL MEMBERSHIP 
OF] the house may order a b i l l  in the posses­
sion of the Rules Committee to be placed on 
the calendar for the next l e g i s l a t i v e  day by 
a major ity vote of the fu l l  membership of 
the house.

1(b) THE RULES COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN Of 
EACH HOUSE MAY, FROM TIME TO TIME, DESIGNATE 
111 SOLUTION CONSENT CALENDAR DAYS. ANY COM- 
Ill I HE CHAIRMAN MAY REQUEST INCLUSION ON HIE' 
CALI IIDAIl RESOLUTIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN REPORTED 
DIM or IMS COMMITTEE WITH A UNANIMOUS 00 
IASS RE COIII IE I IDA I ION. WHEN THE RESOLUTION 
CimSEIII CALENDAR IS CONSIDERED AS A SPECIAL 
Ollllln 01 BUSINESS, ANY LEGISLAIOR MAY OBJECT 
III llll INCLUSION OF A RESOLUTION OR MAY 
PROPOSE ANLUOIIEIIIS TO A RESOLUTION. II 
1 1 1  HE It IVI NT OCCURS, THE PART ICU1AR RESOLU-
I ION CONGl RUE I) SNAI L BE III MOVED IRUII THE 
(IIIISIIII (All HOAR All!) PROCESSED III HIE 111 (.HI AR
II DIM Al IVI. IIAIIIItK. ONLY ONE RECORDED VOIE 
IIEII) III IAKEII All!) HIE ONE VOIE SHALL STAND

( a )  T o  amend, to b r ing  into c u r re n t  p r a c ­
t ice, p rocedu re s  :v i l l i i aspect to p r e ­
p a ra t ion , post ing and d is t r ibu t ion  o f  a 
da i ly  ca lenda r ,  and to c la r i f y  the vote  
requ ired  to change a ca lenda r ,  adopt a 
supplementa l ca lenda r ,  and o rd e r  a bill 
in the possession o f  the Ru les Commit­
tee to the f lo o r  fo r  cons ide ra t ion .

( b )  De le ted . The materia l is p resen ted  in 
the fo rmal o f  Citat ion t .ousen l ca lenda rs ,  
in accordance with c u r re n t  p ract ice .



AS 1IIE VOTE Oil FI HAL PASSAGE AS TO » .L THE 
RESOLUTIONS ON THE RESOLUTIONS CONSENT 
CALENDAR. ALL JOINT RESOLUTIONS SHALL 
APPEAR ON A SEPARATE CONSENT CALENDAR.
SIMPLE AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS MAY APPEAR 
ON HIE SAME CONSENT CALENDAR.]



RULE 19. SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS.
Any subject not o th er  is e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
provided for in the r le s  may, by a vote of 
tt .o-lhirds of the members present , be made a 
specia l order of bus iness , and when the time 
f ixed for i t s  consideration a r r iv e s ,  the 
presid ing o f f i c e r  sh a l l  la y  i t  before the 
house.



RULE 20. STANDING COMMITTEES, (a)
Each house has the following standing com­
mittees with the jurisdiction indicated:

Finance ( a l l  appropriat ion , revenue, 
cap ita l improvement, and bonding measures, 
the executive budget, and the programs and 
a c t i v i t i e s  o f the Department of Revenue)

Health, Education and Social Services 
(the programs and a c t i v i t i e s  of the Depart­
ment of ilea lth and Socia l S erv ice s , the 
Department of Education, and the Univers ity 
of Alaska)

Ju d ic ia r y  (the programs and a c t i v i t i e s  
of the Alaska Court System and the Depart­
ment of Law, and the lega l and substantive 
review of b i l l s  re ferred to i t  for that 
purpose)

labor and Commerce (the programs and 
a c t i v i t i e s  of the Department of Labor r e l a t ­
ing to lahor-managenient r e la t io n s ,  industr ia l 
s a fe t y ,  unemployment compensation, and 
workers' [WORKMEN'S] compensation and Lite 
programs and a c t i v i t i e s  of the Department of 
Commerce and Economic Development)

Community and Regional A f fa i r s  (the 
programs and a c t i v i t i e s  of the Department of 
Community a i . J Regional A f fa i r s  and other 
matters re la t in g  to p o l i t i c a l  subdivisions)

Resources (the programs and a c t i v i t i e s  
of the Departments of f i s h  and Game, Natural 
Resources, <1111! Environmental Conservation)

To make a co rrec t ion  in the re fe rence  to 
w o rke rs ' compensation p rog ram s , and to 
c la r i fy  the ju r isd ic t ion  o f  a committee.



Rules ( in terp re ta t ion  of the Uniform 
Rules , ca lendar , the interna l administration 
of the house and matters pertain ing to the 
management of the l e g i s la tu r e  as a whole)

'‘ ‘ ate A f f a i r s  (programs and a c t i v i t i e s  
o f the O ff ice  of the Governor and the Depart­
ments of Administration, M i l i ta ry  A f fa i r s  
and Public S a fe ty , and programs and a c t i v i ­
t i e s  of the Department of Transportation and 
Public F a c i l i t i e s  re la t in g  to public f a c i l i ­
t i e s )

Transportation (programs and a c t i v i t i e s  
of the Department of Transportation and 
Public F a c i l i t i e s  re la t in g  to transportation 
and other l e g i s l a t iv e  matters r e l a t in g 
to transpor t a i ion)T

(b) Ihe committee chairmen are autho­
r ized  to form such subcommittees as they 
determine to be necessary.
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RULE 21. SPECIAL ANU JOIN!’ OOMMHTEES.
(a) A special cniinlttec Is a committee oC 
one house. A siieciaT coninlttee imy lie estab­
l ished only by the adoption of a sunj)lo res­
olution. Hie presiding officer of each 
hoiisc appoints Hie nienbers of a (ALL) special 
cnninittce [COMiTmiESl and ’csignates a num- 
l>cr to~3Talr the special ccmnittee [TUEIK 
CHAIRMEN] unless otherwise ordered by the 
house, llie persons who chair (CHAIRMEN 01’] 
like caimittees of each house nuy arrange 
for the eoninlttees to meet jointly to receive 
testlnuny and ileal with other nutters which 
nuy Ix; ex|)edlted by joint comnlttec action.

(b) _ A  joint cannitree is a conmltioo
of both houses. A joint comnlttec nuy he
e s t a b l i shed onFyU y the adop t i on o f  a concu r - 
ren t r e s o lu t io n . 'l'ficTpr e s id in g  o f f i c e r  o f  
c a JTTtni me appo in ts one-h a l f ' o f  thiT'ineiiilicrr.
o f  a jo in t c on in lttee . The pe r sons '.ho co-
t ii a f r  a j o i n t  conini t r ee s lu r  1 i>o chosen iri 
The nunner p rov ided by the p re s id ing o f f i -  
c e ra .

(e )  J\ re s o lu t io n  e s ta b lis h in g a s ix ic ia l 
o r  j o i nt: coriiu ftte e  s h a l l  spec i f y  tlie  date o r  
e o iu lit ions o f~ te 'n i)in a tion o f  t he cum iilt lc e .
/V jstandl •))', ccinnitt.ce iiviy ineet be tw en  
u e ss io im. A s iie c ia l o r  jo in t  cnuin ittec nuy 
tu 'ot d iir ljig  The  s e s s io n o r  between ses s io n s , 
or bb th .~ ia  autlior ine irhy tl uT re s o lu t io n  
v.h i lit  e'sta lil i shcs the coninl tt.ee . A s tand ­
in g  |_ s [x ;c (n l, o r  jo in t  c iiiiu lt l.e e  \J71e1i~ aets 
lielv.eon~~ji'gl uTati ve sess'ioim nuy ecus 1 tier  tiny 
ln g fs  la ll've  n u t te r  wTH eh Ts~coi is l a ten t  w'i.ih 
the ju r I s dTction o lT lilie i.ininit te e . A s t and-

(a) To clarify the runner by which a 
special coninitt.cc is established and its 
menders appointed.

(b) To clarify the nunner by vhich a 
joint comnittcc f. established and its 
neinlers appointed.

(c) To authorize cuunittees to meet 
during and between sessions, and to prescribe 
limitations on lhe operation of ecwiiLttcoa.



in ;; , spec i a l ,  o r  J o i n t  cc j  eo v iilch  acts 
lxTtwecn le g is la t iv e  sossi c o n s t itu te s  a 
snbccum ittee of: the Ie g is la t lv e . 'C o u n c i l f o r  
admin i s t r a t iv e  purposes. A sp e c ia l o r  jo in t  
conm lt te c  imy expend ntmey o n ly  in  accordance 
with  an a p p ro p r ia t io n  nmle f o r  the w r k  o f  
the cciiini. t t e e .

na



RULE n .  OPEII AND EXECUTIVE SESSIONS,
(a) A ll meetings of a l e g i s l a t i v e  body are 
open to a l l  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  whether or not they 
are members o f the p a r t icu la r  ’ o o is la t i v e  
body that is  meeting-, and to the general 
public except as provided in (b) of th is 
ru le .

(b) A l e g i s l a t i v e  body may c a l l  an 
executive sess ion a t  which members of the 
general public may be excluded for the 
following reasons:

( 1 )  d iscuss ion of matters , the 
immediate knowledge of which would adversely 
a i l e d  the finances o f a government un it ;

(2) d iscuss ion  of subjeeLs that 
lend to prejudice the reputation and char­
acter of a person;

(d) d iscuss ion of a matter that 
may, by law, be required to be c on f id en t ia l .

(c) When a l e g i s l a t i v e  hody des ires to. 
c a l l  an execut ive sess ion  in accordance with 
(h) ul th is ru le ,  the body sha ll f i r s t  
convene as a public meeting and the question 
ul holding an execut ive sess ion sha l l  he
de l01 mined by a majority vote of the meii'hers 
present.

(d) lhe prov is ions o f th is ru le may 
|M IA | |  ] out lie interpreted as permitting the 
exc lusion of a l e g i s l a t o r  from an executive 
sess ion , whet he i or not the le g i s la to r  (.HE) 
is a member ol the body that is meetfiig. A

( c )  To  c la r i fy  the vo le  requ ired  in p r o ­
pos ing an execu tive  session o f  a leg is ­
la t ive body .

( d )  To conform  the language to s tandard  
leg is la t ive d ra f t in g  language , and to 
de lete a re fe rence  to a sexua l ly  e x ­
plicit p ronoun .



l e g i s la t o r  not a member of the body holding 
an executive sess ion s h a l l ,  however, be 
subject to the same ru les of con f id e n t ia l i t y  
nut decorum as perta in  to regular members of 
the body.

[(e) MINUTES SHALL DE KEPT OF EACH 
MEET IMG OF A S1AII01IIG OR SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 
(1EEIIIIGS MAY RE ELECIROHICALLV RECORDED AT 
THE OPTION OF THE COMMITTEE. COMMITTEE 
MIIIIIJES AIK) OIIILR MATERIALS OF RESEARCH 
VAIUI SHALL RE DELIVERED 10 THE l.EGISLA- 
1 1 1 1 1 1 'S REFERENCE LIRRARY AT HIE END OF EACH 
SESSION FOR APPROPRIATE DISPOSITION.

( f)  TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT FEASIRI.E,
HIE TIME, PI ACE AND SUIUECE HATTER OF MEET­
INGS Of STANDING OR SPECIAL COMMITTEES SHALL 
ill ANNOUNCED RY THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN III 
ADVANCE. THE ANNOUIICEMENT SHOULD RE. If 
I'OSSIIII.E, MADE Oil THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE OR 
SI NAIL DURING SESSIONS. POSTING OF NOTICES 
Allll 01 HEH FORMS OF ANNOUIICEMENT ARE EN­
COURAGED. THE PRESIDING OFFICER OF EACH 
HOUSE SHALL LIIIORCE COMPLIANCE WITH THIS 
SUIISECIION. ]

( e )  De le ted ; the materia l is covered 
in the next r u le .

( f )  De le ted ; the materia l is covered  in the 
next ru le .



RULE 23. COMMITTEE MEilTIIIGS. (a)
Written notice of the time, place ana subject 
mattei o m i  meetlrigs of star/Jinn, snecial,~ 
ami joint committers dunm] a veelT~;hall bo 
prov ldodTiy the person who chairs the committee 
to thiTcInefTTert~or secretary by ‘FhO p.m. 
on the preceding Thursday. The n'tri.on who 
chairs the committee >o which a HTH or resolu­
tion is first reTorred sha1T~provide to the 
chTeLcTerV or secretary written nutice'of the 
time and placeoTTiie first public betring on 
the hi'11 or resoTntioirat' least ■ ive'Hu'/s 
lleToTcTtliirT 'arTiiq. 'Uowe v r, tlTTs" rlqul runout 
may lie waived by motion oT The person wlio~ 
clmrs the committee to which a bTTT or rescK'- 
tTon~Ts~first referred IT concurred in by* 
majority vote o7'the Tull membership of~tlm 
house. "The chief*clerlTor secretary shall 
publlsli an3~il]slrilinter copies oT~tTie weekly 
schcduld'df committee meetings and ot~tlie 
five-day nolice 6fTicar ifig.

(h) The Jierson who chairs a standing 
".eciah. or joint committee shall provide the 
chief clerk or secretary written notice of the 
change i h t lu* time, jTTaci* or silhject niattor 
oTa mooting. At two’next7fal Teqislativc
session, notice of'liic schedule chaii;ie shaTT 
he announcedTiy the cliicT clerk or secretary 
and pnhTTsfieji as' a noTlcoTn Elie IourriaToT 
Iliotimise.

(c) A scheduled meeting of a standing,
spec i .il |  or " jo in t coniiiittee may be c an c e l le d 
at any t. ime. I f boss lb 1 e , not ice of the 
cancel Tati on sha l l  lie given . the same manner 
iis provii le ii^for no t ic e  tiT change ih~7bl of 
t l i ls  n i l  e l

(a) To describe the manner by which 
nor.Lce of comnlttec meetings is nonrolly 
given, and the nunner ' hich on exception 
ot Uie notice provisL. ' lie granted.

(l>) To descrilie tlio manner hy which 
noCicc of a clmngc in a cnninlttcc'ti n m  ting 
thin or place, or of a change In the subject: 
nutter of the comnitlce meeting, nuy Ix* nude.

(c) To describe the nunner of giving 
notice of cancellation of a meeting.



(d) The prov is ions of (a) and (b) of 
t h is ru le do not apply to a standing, s p e c i a l , 
or lo in t committee meeting scheduled a f t e r  the 
Hate a conference committee has been chosen to 
consider amendments to or d if fe rence s between'  
vers ions of the genera) appropriation act . ~~Flow- 
e v e r , a person who cha irs a standing, sp ec ia l ,  
or | o int commi t tee sh a l l  post written notice 
of~ti le time , pla c e  and subject matter of a 
meeting at l e a s t  24 hours Before the meeting.

{e) The prov is ions of (a) - (d) of t h i s
ru le  do not apply to meetings of

( 1 )  t he Rules Commit t ee when i t  
meets for the purpose of preparing the d a i l y  
ca lendar ;

£2) the Committee  on Committees
re ferred to in ffuTe r f e ) ;  or

(3) standing, special or .joint coin- 
m[ttees_wlien_the committee meets 'during lhe 
liiterinTUeTween sessions.

( I )  Each s t anding. coo c ia l ,  and jo in t  
committee

£ 1 ) sha1 1  record I ts meetings 
0 Ig c lru i i ic a l ly  and prepare a l og of the record- 
Ing ailogiiate to~Tdca to  s p e c i f ic restlmony;

{ 2 1 shal1 prepare minutes of each
inr•'t iny o 1 lhe committee on a s tandarilform 
firescrilied- j o i n t l y R T i T o s  f.ommittees of 
the~fl(iuse and the Senale ; tile minutes sh a l l 
I ncliulo;

(d) To provide different requirements 
for giving notice of a meeting near tlie end 
cf a legislative session.

(e) To authorize general exceptions to 
the notice requirements of the rule.

(f) To describe the record-keeping re­
quirements applicable to all committee 
meetings.



(A) a l i s t  of the names of 
each member present during the meeting;

(B) a l i s t  of the name and 
a f f i ' ; 3t»on of each witness t e s t i f y in g  
EeTbr* the committee;

(C) a b r ie f  statement of the 
pos it ion of the witness on the sub jec t"  
t e s t i f i e d  upon; anH

(D) each amendment formally 
considered~by the committee, the name o f 
the member moving adoption of the amehtl- 
ment. the act ion taken on the~amendmen~t7 
and~tlTe yeas and nays i f  a committee mem­
ber has requested a r o i l  c a l l  vote on 
adoption ot an amendnient;

( 3 ) sh a l l  mainta ;.1 a chronoIociical 
f j j e  of minutes, copies of winch shaTTFe made 
ava llabTe'upon request to committee members and 
t he publi c ;  committee minutes, tapes anil other 
ina t e r i a l s  0  f research value sh a l l  be d e l i vered 
bv*the committee at t he cud oT each sess ion o r 
eacT i leq i s la tn re  Co the l e g i s l a t i v e  re ference* 
l ib r a r y  for appropriate dh-posit ion ;

(4 ) may ma*.e av a i l a b le  to the Legi s ­
la t i v e  A f f a i r s A(|ency~a copy of aTTTnnutes o f  
comm 1 ttee~meetinps during the s e s s ion for entry 
of tlie niTnuTes’ as a data, base on t f ie~ 1e f | isTat ive
computer system.

1



RULE 24 [23], GOtvKTrEE REFERRAL AND 
ACriON. (a) A ccmrdttee acts on a]] bills 
referred to it and reports its actions and 
recomnondations to the house as soon as 
practicable. Coninittee reports nust be in 
writing and the report must be signed by a 
nvvjority of the irernbers of the canui ttee.
'lhe report will note the reccninendation of 
each monixjr signing the report.

(b) Mien a bill is reported back by a 
coninlttee without at least one "Do Pass", 
unless the bill has a subsequent referral or 
referrals of recorj, the presiding officer 
shall put 'he question "Shall the bill be 
referred to tne Rules Cuunittce for placement 
on the calendar for second rending not­
withstanding the report of the ccrnmlttee(s)?" 
If the bill has a subsequent referral or 
referrals of record, the question shall not 
be put until the last caiinlttee has reported 
and unless all reports are without at least 
one "Do Pass", 'lhe question is debatable 
and if a majority of the memliership of the 
house votes in the negative, the bill is 
lost.

(c) If a ccmnlttac has more than one 
1)111 on the same subject or if it finds it 
necessary to revise a bill substantially, it 
may rc|x>rt out a substitute bill ami recom­
mend that the substitute lx; accepted for 
second reading in the place of the original 
bill. Substitute bills are duplicated and 
distributed Mien they are reported out by 
the cuiinlttee. Cotiinittec substitute bills 
carry a notation of the source or s|wnsor of



the original bill In the manner prescribed 
by the drafting manual unless the sponsor 
objects to his or their nane so appearing.

(d) A 1 bills involving appropriations, 
revenues or bonding mist be referred to the 
Finance Carr, it tee before they can be advanced 
to second reading.

I



RULE 25 [24]. C0I1MITTEE OF THE WHOLE. To delete a reference to a sexua l ly  explicit
When the house forms i t s e l f  into a Committee noun,
of the Whole the pres id ing o f f i c e r  vacates 
the chai>- and c a l l s  upon a member to preside 
[AS CilAlRMAII]. The Uniform Rules are ob­
serve .1 in the Committee of the Whole but no 
member sha ll be recognized a second time 
until every member wishing to speak has 
spoken. When a b i l l  i s  considered in the 
Committee of the Whole i t  sh a l l  be read and 
debated by sect ions and amendments adopted 
shall be noted on paper separate from the 
b i l l .  When the committee r i s e s  and reports , 
the amendments proposed by the committee and 
other amendments may be adopted.



RULE 26 [25]. DECORUM IN DEBATE. 
Decorum in~3ebate is  governed by the pro­
visions of Sections 220 through 127 , MASON'S 
MANUAL OF LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE, when not 
inconsistent with these Uniform Rules.

*'V.‘ jW -V .• v. yr. ,



RULE 27 [26]. MOTIONS, (a) When an 
oral motion is  made, i t  sh a l l  be restated by 
the presid ing o f f i c e r .  Motions sh a l l  be 
reduced to writ ing i f  the pres id ing o f f i c e r  
or a member requests i t .  A written motion 
sh a l l  he handed to the pre s id in g o f f i c e r  
[CIIAJR] and read aloud by the c le rk  or 
secre tary  before debate.

(b) A fter a b i l l  or reso lut ion has 
been introduced or a motion for the adoption 
of an amendment has been made, and i s  read 
by the c le rk  or secre tary  or stated by the 
presiding o f f i c e r ,  i t  i s  deemed to be in 
possession of the house. I t  may be with­
drawn at any time by the member introducing 
or reporting i t  i f  consent i s  given by a 
majority vote of the fu l l  membership of the 
house.

(c) When a question is under debate no 
motion may be made except for Lhe following 
p r iv i le ged  motions which have precedence in 
the order l i s t e d :

( 1 ) to adjourn

(2) for a c a l l  of the house

(3) to recess

(D to lay on the table

('■>) for the previous question

(6) to l im it  or to extend the
lim its uf debate

( a )  To be consistent in the use o f  terms 
within the subsect ion .

( b )  To c la r i fy  the v o le  requ ired  when a 
member p roposes to w ithdraw a bill 
from considera t ion o f  Lhe house .

( I)  to postpone to a day cer ta in



(8) to commit or recommit

(9) to amend

( 10 )  to postpone in d e f in i t e ly

( 1 1 )  to advance from second to 
third reading on the same day.

1



RULE 28 [27]. FORM OF QUESTION. The 
presid ing o f f i c e r  [CHAIR] sh a l l  put the 
question to the body by s t a t in g ;  "As many as 
are in favor of ( s ta te  the motion) say 'y e s '  
[ 'A Y E ' ] " ,  and a f t e r  the a f f i rm a t iv e  vote is  
expressed, "As maiy as are opposed say 
' n o ' " .  I f  the pres id ing o f f i c e r  [CHAIR] is  
in doubt about the resu l t of the vo ic e vote 
and [HE] c a l l s  for a r o l l  c a l l  vote [DTVTSTON 
OF THE HOUSE], the house sh a l l  vote [DIVIDE].

To remove from the ru le  a re fe rence  to a 
sexua l ly  exp lic it  p ronoun ; to remove archaic 
language ; and to c la r i fy  the p rocedu re s  on 
v o t ing .



RULE 29 [ 2 8 ] ,  INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENT.
A measure may lie in d e f in i t e l y  postponed liy a 
majority vote of the fu l l  membership of rALL 
Ili.llIlERS 10 WHICH] the house [ IS  ENTllIt'D].
The re su lts  o f the r o l l  c a l l  sh a l l  be entered 
in the journa l . When a motion to postpone 
has been defeated i t  sh a l l  not be allowed 
again on the same day or at the same stage 
of the b i l l  or proposit ion . When a b i l l  or 
proposition has been postponed in d e f in i t e ly  
i t  may not be acted upon again during the 
l i f e  of a l e g i s la tu r e  except on a motion of 
reconsideration.

To c la r i fy  the vote  req u i re d  by which 
inde f in ite ly  postpone cons ide ra t ion  o f  a 
measure .



RULE 30 [29]. ........ /NSI0ERATI0N. (a) A
member who voted on aer s ide o f a motion,
other than a motion amend a b i l l  or a
reso lution , may g ive t i c e  of reconsidera­
tion to be taken up on the next l e g i s l a t i v e
day, r *.] unless [TWO-THIRDS OF THE MEMBER­
SHIP OF] the house.,' by a vote of two-thi nis 
of the fu l l  membership, orders the recon* 
irdera t ion  taken up on the same day the 
notice of reconsideration i s  given.

(b) When a notice of reconsideration 
is g iven , the notice is recorded in the 
journa l , and the c le rk  or secre tary  may not 
report the measure to the other house until 
the reconsideration is  disposed of or the 
lime for recon libera tion  has expired . The 
time for reconsideration exp ires at adjourn­
ment on the next l e g i s l a t i v e  day unless [A 
MAJORITY OF] the members [PRESENT] agree to 
extend the p r i o d  for an add it iona l l e g i s l a ­
t ive  day or to another time cer ta in  hy a 
majority vole of the members present. I f  
1 lie action to lie ru con s i i le re d is  adoption of 
a b i l l  or re so lu t ion , the time for recon­
sideration exp ires a t  adjournment i f  the 
adjournment is for a period in excess of 
three days. When a notice of reconsidera­
tion has been g i v ' i i ,  any member may move on 
the next l e g i s l a t i v e  day for reconsideration 
of the question.

( a )  To  c la r i fy  the quorum requ irmen t.

( b )  To rev ise  p rov is ions  re la t ing  to use 
o f  lhe  e lec tronic  vot ing machine in the 
conduct o f  the business o f  the house .

(c) llo notice of reconsideration may 
lie given at a jo in t  sess ion or on the la s t  
dale on which action could he taken on the 
subject under consideration .



(d) Reconsideration sh a l l  he once 
automatica l ly  extended one l e g i s l a t i v e  day 
i f  the house meets but there is  no calendar 
of b i l l s  and reso lu t ions prepared fo r that 
day due to the management p o l i c i e s  of that 
house.

(e) C a l l ing  up reconsideration on the 
next l e g i s l a t i v e  day automatica l ly  places 
the question to be reconsidered again before 
lhe body in th ird reading i f  the question
i s t h e  adoption o f a measure for v/liich Three 
read mgs are required , and opens the question 
Tor debate! I t  is  subject to a l l  procedural 
motions. When a motion is  made that the 
reconsideration be taken up on the same day 
the notice of consideration i s  g iv en , the 
motion that reconsideration be taken up on 
the same day be voted upon separa te ly  from 
the question to be reconsidered. C a l l ing  up 
reconsideration has precedence over every 
motion except a motion to adjourn. C a l l ing  
up reconsideration c an :e l s  the | -evious \ l e  
on the question to br reconsidered as cor • 
p le t e l y  as though i t  l.ad never been taken, 
there may be but one recoils ’ v r a t i o n ,  even 
though the act ion of the house a f t e r  recon­
sidera t ion  i s  opposite from the act ion of 
the house before reconsideration .

(e) To clarify the subject of material which 
m a y  be reconsidered.



V  .

it c 31 [30]. RESCIND IMG ACTION, (a)
1I.U nticn to resc ind has the e f f e c t  of 
making in e f f e c t i v e  the act ion  previously 
taken. The motion i s  not in order when the 
question can be reached g iv ing  notice of 
intent to reconsider or i f  notice of recon­
s idera t ion  has a lready been g iven . The 
motion to rescind i s  not in order unless the 
h i l l  or measure i s  in the possession of the 
house, but the second house "av  be requested 
to return the b i l l  or measun r that 
purpose at any time before fiiiut action on 
the b i l l  or measure by the second house.
Adoption of the motion to rescind cancels 
the previous vote on the question as com­
p le t e ly  as though i t  had never been taken.

(b) The power to resc ind i s  lo s t  when 
an authorized act i s  c a r r ied  out or the 
le g is la tu re  has r a t i f i e d  a contract.

(c) Any member may move to rescind
whether the member [HE3 voted on the p rev a i l -  (c) To remove from the subsection a re fer
ing side or not, and a l l  subsid iary  motions ence 10 a se xua l ly  exp lic it pronoun.
can be applied to i t  as to any other uain
mot inn. lhe motion to resc ind may not lie
renewed during the sess ion  and i s  not subject
to reconsideration . Tlie motion to rescind
inquires the same vote as that required to
pass the measure o r ig in a l l y .



Bill E 32 [ 3 1 ] .  PREVIOUS QUESTION, (a) 
The previous question [MAY BE ORDERED BY 
TV.'O-THIRDS OF THE MEMBERS PRESENT] upon a l l  
recognized motions or amendments which are 
debatable may be ordered by a two-thirds 
ynte of the members present. I f  orderod,
*i«- prev ious question [ .  1 1 j  has the e f f e c t
iil cutting o f f  a lF d e b a t e  and bringing the 
house to a d ir e c t  vote upon the motion or 
amendment then pending or which has been 
ordered. The question is  not debatable and 
cannot be amended.

(b) I f  the motion is  defeated the 
consideration goes on as i f  the motion had 
not been made. I f  the motion i s  sustained 
lhe pres id ing o f f i c e r  at once and without 
debate puts the motion or amendment as 
ordered, i f  an adjournment is  had a f t e r  the 
previous question is  ordered, the subject 
tome, up in i t s  regu lar order on Lhe next 
l e g i s l a t i v e  day and the previous question 
s t i l l  operates.

( a )  To  c la r i f y  the vote  req u i re d  w M n  a 
p re v iou s  question is o rd e re d ,  a iu ‘ to 
c la r i f y  what occu rs  when the p rev iou s  
question is o rd e re d .



RULE 33 [32]. DIVISION OF A QUESTION.
A d iv is ion  of a question cannot he demanded 
as a r igh t by any member. I t  must be made 
pursuant to a motion sta t in g  p rec ise ly  the 
d iv is ion  asked fo r . •This motion may be 
amended. The pres id ing o f f i c e r  may decide, 
subject to an appeal to the house, that the 
d iv is ion  proposed cannot be made. I f  ap­
pealed to tiie house, the house decides i f  i t  
can be d iv ided.



RULE 34 [33] . VOTING PROCEDURE, (a) 
General. The vote on f in a l  passage of a l l  
h i l l s  and jo in t  re so lu t ion s i s  taken by the 
c a l l in g  ., f  the r o l l  and the recording of the 
yeas [AYES] and nays [NOES] in the journa l .
A ro l l  c a l l  vote on any measure may be 
demanded by any member [ONE-FIFTH OF THE 
HtMdtRSIIlP] of tKe iiouse. In case of an 
equal vote [DIVISION] on any r o l l  c a l l  the 
motion'Ts lo s t .  Except for the name of the 
presid ing o f f i c e r ,  who ji lways vo t e s ' l a s t ,  the 
[ l i l f l  r o l l  c o lT o I  members of the house I , 
TXCEPI FOR THE NAME OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER, 
UNO ALWAYS VOTES LAST,] sh a l l  be rotated 
d a i l y  [ , ]  when the voting machine is  not 
used.

(h) Abstention. Every member present 
in the house s h a l l  vote unless the house for 
spec ia l reasons permits a member to abstain . 
A ll motions excusing a member-from voting 
sh a l l  be made before the house d iv ides or 
before the c a l l  for the yeas [AYES] and nays 
[II0ES1 is commenced. A niomfior requesting to 
be excused from voting may make a b r ie f  oral 
statement of the reasons for the [IMS] 
request and the guest ion of granting permis­
sion to absta in sh a l l  be taken without 
further debate. A [NO] member may not 
exp la in  a [ IDS ] vo lc^ (NOR) may not~fllEI 
d iscuss the question while the yeas [AYES] 
and nays [NOESJare being c a l l e d ,  and may not 
|N()R] change a [ ! I J S |  vo le  a f t e r  the r o l l  
c a l l  re su lt  has been announced. Upon d i v i s ­
ion and count of the horse of any question a 
[NO) member who is not. • thin the chamber 
lay not be |  IS] counted. A 10] member may

( a )  To s tandard ize  the language as to the 
v o le  which shall be rec o rd ed ,  to 
permit any  member to demand a ro l l 
call v o le ,  and to rev ise  ll te ru le  with 
respec t to the language used to requ ire  
the tak ing o f  ro l l  call v o le s  in ro ta t ion .

( b )  To con fo rm  language lo  a change made 
in ( a ) ,  lo  remove from the ru le  r e f e r ­
ences to sexua l ly  exp lic it p ronouns , 
and lo  con form  language used (o 
s tanda rd  leg is la t ive  d r a l t in y  language.
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not. [SHALL] be permitted to ab ta in  except 
upon the unanimous consent o f the member­
ship.

(c) Use of the e l e c t r i c  voting machine.

( 1 )  The e l e c t r i c  voting machine 
sha l l  he used whenever a r o l l  c a l l  vote is  
required or ordered. I f  the machine i s  not 
operating or not operating properly the vote 
sha l l  he taken by c a l l i n g  the r o l l  as pro­
vided for in (a) of th is  ru le .

(2) The e l e c t r i c  voting machine
is under the control of the pres id ing o f f i c e r  
and sh a l l  be operated [AT HIS DIRECTION] by 
the ch ie f  c le rk  or secre tary  or [HIS] des ig ­
nated deputy of Ute c le rk  or secre tary  at 
t he d irec t ion  o'f L'luFprositHng o f f i c e r .

(3) When a yea(yes) or isay(no) 
vote is to be taken the pres id ing o f f i c e r  
sha l l  s ta te  the question and in s tru c t the 
ii. mbcrs to proceed to vote . When time his 
been allowed the members to vo te , Lhe pre­
sid ing o f f i c e r  sh a l l  ask: "Has any member
fa i led  lo vote?" and a f t e r  short pa'.se the 
presiding o f f i c e r  sh a l l  d i . e c t  c le r k  in 
charge of the voting machine to c lo s e  the 
r o l l .  A fter the r o l l  has been c lo sed , the 
presid ing o l f l e e r  sh a l l  ask: "Docs any
member des ire  lo change h is or her vote?"
I f  any member docs des ire  Lo cliange the

( c ) ( 2 )  To remove from the subsection 
re fe rences  lo  sexua l ly  exp lic it p r o ­
nouns .

( r ) ( 3 )  To con form  the language o f  the 
reques t f o r  change in the v o le s  o f  
members at the lime the quest ion is 
ca l led lo  actual p rac t ice , and to mnki 
o th e r  changes to de lete o r  ant- -id 
re fe ren ces  lo  sexua l ly  exp lic it  p r o ­
nouns .

w 1 •



[HIS] vote , the member [HE] sh a l l  r i s e  in 
[HIS] place an3 address the c h a ir ,  and upon 
being recognized by the ch a ir ,  sh a l l  sta te 
a des ire  [THAT HE DESIRES] to change his 
or her vote. The pres id ing o f f i c e r  sha l l  
then d irec t  the c le r k  to open the r o l l  and 
d irect the member recognized to change his 
or her vote. A [HO OTHER] member may not 
vo lt when the r o l l s  are so opened unless 
the member [HE] i s  recognized and permitted 
to vote or to change a [HIS] vote. Members 
who have not p rev iou s ly  voted may vote when 
the r o l l s  are so opened, upon being recog­
nized and permitted to vote. A fter a l l  
numbers who d es ire  to vote or to chznge 
th e ir  vote have had an opportunity to do so , 
tne presiding o f f i c e r  sh a l l  c lo se  the r o l l ,  
at '.er which a [HO] member may not [SHALL] be 
per.’i i t ted  lo change a [HIS] vote. The 
pres id ing o f f i c e r  s h a l l  then d ir e c t  the 
c le rk  to record the vote . The c le rk  sha ll 
then transmit the r e su l t  to the presiding 
o f i  t e r ,  who [ADD HP] sh a l l  announce the 
vote, Tiie re su l t  sh a l l  [THEM] he recorded 
in the d a i l y  journa l .

(4) Copies of voting records, 
lhe c le rk  or secre tary  sh a l l  re ta in  one copy 
ot the voting record on each question in the 
f i l e  nl the house ar.d provide .,nc copy for 
the press room f i l e  and the f i l e s  of l.lie 
L e g is la t iv e  A f fa i r s  Agency.

(!>) Voting s ta t io n s . A member 
may vote only when at tliejnemher' s [IIIS] 
desk. When a member oil ier than Ifie regular 
pres id ing o f f i c e r  is pres id ing , tlie ]>r*s[d; 
i ng o f f i c e r , i f  p resen t , ami tho~ oil ier mdm-

(c)(5 ) To clelcle re ferences to se> .a lly 
explicit pronouns.



I

ner [HE] may d irec t  the c h ie f  c le rk  or 
secretary [SERGEANT-AT-ARPSj to ind icate 
th e ir  votes [HIS VOTE AT HIS VOTING STATION].

(6) Misuse of voting s ta t ion . A (c)(6) To conform the language of lhe
[NO] member may not vote for another member^ paragraph to standard legis lative dral't-
A [ ;  NOR MAY ANY] person may not ca s t  a vote jng language .
Tor a member [ , ]  except as otherwise provided 
in these ru les . A member who votes for 
another member may be punished in a manner 
the house determines. A person voting for a 
member when not authorized by th is rule is 
barred from the f loo r of the house and may 
he further punished as the house considers 
proper.



RUIJE 35 [34]. AMENDMENT. No motion or 
proposition on a subject shall be admitted 
under color of amendment if the subject 
nutter is different fran that under con- 
sideration. No amendment nuy be considered 
by the house unless submitted in writing and 
read aloud by the clerk or secretary. 
Amendments offered by a comnittec shall be 
included in its written report and attache 
to the original bill. A bill in second 
reading is subject to amendment a.*! is 
treated section by section. No amendment 
nuy be nvjJe to a bill in its third reading 
but the bill nuy be returned to second 
r eat ling by a nujority of the itemliership of 
the house for the purpose of specific anend- 
ment. A title may be amended or u change of 
sponsor nude In third reading or after 
passage by nujority vote, but same mist lie 
nccunpl lshcil before the measure acted upon 
has been enrolled. When amendments to the 
Inxly of a bill affect the numbering of 
sections, or jxissage or failure of the 
effective date clause affects the title, the 
clerk or secretary uuy accomplish the neces­
sary changes without formal notion, and such 
changes shalI bo nutcd in the Journal. 
Resolutions nuy Ik: aiicndcd In the sane 
ini ner as a hi 11.

I



RULE 3G [35], PREFILING OF BILLS, (a) 
B i l l s  or proposals for b i l l s  may be p re f i le d  
with the oxocut 've d ir e c to r  of the L e g is la ­
t iv e  A f fa ir s  Agency at any time before 
January 1 .  A ll requests a " '  con f iden t ia l 
and are lim ited to b i l l s  aim those jo in t  
reso lutions proposing amendments to the 
s t a le  or federal c on s t itu t ion s . B i l l s  given 
f in a l  approval by the sponsor w i l l  be a s ­
signed a number and duplicated during the 
week prior to the convening date o f the 
sess ion and made a v a i l a b le  lo the press and 
public . A member may request no more than 
Id b i l l s  for p r o f i l in g .  Drafts o f p r e f i le d  
h i l l s  not rece iv ing  sponsor approval pr ior 
lo the convening day oi ‘ ho sess ion w i l l  not 
he introduced a. p r e f i l .  b i l l s ,  but, a t the 
d irect ion of the sponsor, w i l l  be prepared 
in f ina l form by the agency s t a f f ,  subject 
lo the demands of assigned interim and 
pro-scss io i work.

(h) P ro f i le d  b i l  s are submitted to 
each house for formal introduction and f i r s t  
leading at the coiiiiueiu anient of the f i r s t  
tegular sess ion on t i e  day when the house is 
organized to the po i ir  where it  has cuminiL- 
tees to rece ive l u l l s ,  or on the f i r s t  day 
of the second regular se ss ion . P ro f i le d  
h i l l s  arc read and re furred to committee in 
advance ol oil ier h i l l s .



RULE 37 [36]. INTRODUCTION OF BILLS.
(a) Any member, group o f members, standing^ 
[OR] s p e c i a l . or Jo in t  committee may introduce 
a b i l l ,  subject to the prov is ions of these 
Uniform Rules. A b i l l  must be introduced^ 
in proper form as approved by the enro l l ing  
secre tary  of the l e g i s l a ture , with the 
o r ig in a l  and two carbon copies de l ivered  to 
vhe ch ie f  c le rk  or se cre tary . The b i l l  is  
t. en assigned a number which i t  re ta in s 
through subsequent changes and sub st i tu ­
t ions . The b i l l  i s  considered formally 
introduced when the c le rk  or secre tary  reads 
the heading and t i t l e  aloud in open sess ion 
( f i r s t  reading). B i l l s  may he introduced 
through the Rules Committees by the governor 
and the permanent interim committees pursuant 
to provis ions of law.

(b) The 01 Ig ina l copy of a b i l l  or 
re so lu t ion , or any sub t i l u t e  there for , 
remains a t  a l l  times in the custody of the 
ch ie f  c le rk  or se cre tary . When the o r ig ina l 
copy has been photographed for dup licat ion 
each page of the h i l l  i s  marked or stamped 
"o r ig in a l  copy". The f i r s t  carbon of the 
o r ig in a l  h i l l  is  jacketed  and marked "com­
mittee copy" and is de l iv e red  on rece ip t to 
' l ie  chairman of the committee of f i r s t  
reference , lhe "committee copy" is the 
o f f i c i a l  copy used to accompany committee 
reports within a house. I f  the committee 
copy Is lo st or is  not otherwise a v a i la b le  a 
c e r t i f i e d  photocopy of the o r ig in a l  copy may 
bn used. The or ig in a l o f the enro l led  copy 
is  used for c e r t i f i c a t io n  by each house for 
transmitta l to the governor.

(a) To allow joint committees to introduce 
b i l l s , assure that all b i l l s ,  when intro­
duced , are offered in a form which 
conforms to the ru les and requirements 
of the drafting manual.
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RULE 30 [37], HISTORY OF BILLS. A 
separate h is to ry  o f the b i l l s  o f each house 
sha l l  he maintained [BY THE BILL HISTORIAN 
ASSIGNED TO PERFORM THE DUTY] for both 
houses by the L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency.
The agency [HISTORIAN] s h a l l ,  ir. cooperation 
w it l f t f ie  the l e g i s la t o r s  who cha ir  [CHAIRMEN 
OF] the Rules Committees and the ch ie f  c le rk  
and senate se c re ta ry , maintain a current 
r e c c d  011 a l l  b i l l s  and reso lut ions and 
publish a weekly report 011 the status of the 
b i l l s  of each house.

To remove from the rule a reference to an 
a l leged ly sexua l ly  explic it term, and to 
conform bill history procedures to current 
procedures lor recording the h istory of 
act iv ity  on bills .



RULE 39 [38]. ACTIOII ON BILLS, (a) 
Humber of readings. A [NO] b i l l  may not 
become law unless i t  Fas passed three separ­
ate readings in each house on three separate 
days, except that any b i l l  may be advanced 
from second to th ird  reading on the same day 
by a [CONCURRENCE OF] three-fourths vote of 
the fu l l  membership of the house considering 
TT [Const itu t ion , Art. I I ,  Sec. 14)

(b) F i r s t  Reading, lh e  f i r s t  reading 
cons is ts of a reading aloud by the c le r k  or 
secretary of the fo llow ing information: the 
house of o r ig in ,  the b i l l  number, the sponsor, 
and the t i t l e  of the b i l l ,  e . g . ,  " In  the
House, House B i l l  No. . . . ,  by .............  and
 , A b i l l  fo r  an Act e n t i t l e d ,  'An Act
re la t ing  to a co le  of e th ic s  for s ta te  
employees ." 1 Tin b i l l  i s  then re ferred by 
the pres id ing o f f  r.er to one or more com­
mittees [A COIIHITTl ' ] .  TFe house may by a 
majority vote of the f .<ll membership o f the 
house re fe r  the FfTT to any other stanFing
or spec ia l committee.

(c) Second Reading. When a b i l l  
appears on the calendar for second reading 
it is read in the same manner as in the 
f i r s t  reading unless [A MAJOR IT'. OF] the 
members present order by a major ity voLe of 
the h i l l  membership of the house that i t  lie 
read in fiTTTT WFcn the second reading of 
the b i l l  and the accompanying committee 
report is completed the b i l l  is  then before 
the house for amendment. I f  a proposed 
amendment is tabled i t  does not carry with 
i t  or prejudice the h i l l .  When a l l  amend­
ments have been made lhe pres id ing o f f ice ) '

(a) To conform the language of llie rule to 
standard legis lative drafting language , 
and lo c lar ify  lhe vo le required lo 
advance a bill from second lo third 
reading or. the same legis lative day .

(b) To c lar ify  lh a l a bill may be referred 
to one or more committees, lo c lar ify 
the vo le required lo transmil a bill 
which is before lhe house In first 
reading to a committee other than a 
committee to which referra l was made 
by Hie pres id ing o ff icer , and to 
establish the minimum vo le  by which 
the members may require a bill to be 
re ferred lo additional committees.

(c) To c lar ify  the vo le  i squired to have a 
bill in second reading read in lu l l ,  and 
lo c lar ify  the vo le reqt ired lo order a 
bill engrossed prcparol >ry to advance­
ment to third reading.



d irects the c le r k  or secre tary  to have the 
b i J l  engrossed with a l l  amendments approved 
hy the house and to c e r t i f y  i t s  proper 
engrossment on the fo llow ing l e g i s l a t i v e  
day. When the c le rk  or secre tary  reports 
the b i l l  back properly engrossed i t  i s  then 
de livered  to Lhe Rules Committee fo r p lace­
ment on the calendar for th ird  reading and 
f ina l consideration . Three-fourths of the 
fu l l  membership of the house may order that 
the b iTThe considered engrossed upon the 
comp 1 et ion of the second reading for the 
purpose of advancing i t  from second to third 
reading on the same day.

(d) Third Reading. On i t s  th ird 
reading the h i l l  is read hy heading and 
t i t l e  only . The Question on th ird  reading 
of a b i l l  is  upon i t s  f in a l  passage and no 
amendments may be considered. No b i l l  may 
liecomo law without an a f f i rm a t iv e  majority 
of the membership of each house. The yeas 
and noes on f in a l passage , noting the name 
<iiid vote of each me,r'aer, sh a l l  he entered in 
the journal. The b i l l  is  then engrossed or 
en ro l led , as appropriate , a t the d irec t ion  
of the c lerk  or secre tary .

(e) I f  a h i l l  or portion of a h i l l  
contains matter changing a supreme court 
ru le governing p ract ice  and procedure in 
c i v i l  or criminal cases^ the h i l l  must 
contain a sect ion exp ress ly  c i t in g  the rule 
and noting wlial change is  being proposed.
1 lie section containing the change in a court 
ru le must he approved hy an a f f i rm at iv e  vote 
ul two-thirds of the fu l l  membership of each 
imiinr.Hsiiii* io which Tiifc] louse n r E F  
I l l l L I ) ] .  If the sect ion e f f e c t in g  a change

(e) To c lar ify  lhe vote required to approve 
material containing a change in court 
ru le .



in Lhe court ru le f a i l s  to rece ive the 
required two-thirds vote^ the sect ion is 
void and without e f f e c t  and i s  deleted from 
the h i l l .  The fac t  that a b i l l  contains a 
section which changes a court ru le sha l l  
a lso  he noted in the t i t l e  of the b i l l .

( f )  I f a h i l l  or port ion  of a h i l l
contains material wlnclilias an efTect.ye date 
otior than the date winch is 9P a ys alter 
the fiiTThecomes law, tiTe~i)TTT limit contain 
a section or sections setting out tlie_[>ro- 
poseOTTfecTive Hate or dates. The section 
or sections-!'?]a11 nq to the~erfective~Oate's 
must tie'approvcrl~hy an a if irmalTve vote (iT~ 
two-tilirds of tiie full ineiiibersliip~of each 
iioiiso. If a section seltTng out_an effec­
tive date fajls to receive Jtlie "required two- 
tRlrds vole in either liousi , Die section~Ts 
vdidand wriji'biil cf7ect ant Is Holered from 
Uie"hi 11. The far.E~thaI a~i>TFI contains a 
section wlilcFsets out an efleciive Hatc 
sii.iH~aisd'l)e noted Iiil.lie titfe oT CFii» hill.

( f)  To add a provision descr ib ing the
manner of approval of a bill having an 
"e f fec t ive da le c lau se ."

(if) [ ( f ) ]  A h i l l  may he recommitted 
any lime before passage.



RULE 40 [39]. COURSE OF BILLS. When a To c lar ify  that a bill may be re ferred to
b i l l  has passed the house 'in  which i t  o r ig i -  one or more committees,
nated and has been c e r t i f i e d  as properly 
engrossed by Lhe c le r k  or secre tary  and 
photographed for dup l ica t ion  ( i f  changes 
have been made), i t  sh a l l  be signed by the 
pres id ing o f f i c e r  and the c le r k  or secretary .
The c le rk  or secre tary  sh a l l  transmit the 
or ig in a l and committee copies of the h i l l  011 
rece ip t to the other house. When d ie  second 
house rece ives the message accompanying the 
engrossed b i l l  and reporting i t s  passage, 
the b i l l  sh a l l  be read by the c le rk  or 
secre tary  for the f i r s t  time and then re­
ferred hy the pres id ing o f f i c e r  to one or 
more committees [A COMMITTEE] for subsequent 
actTon” by Ifiat bouse.
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RULE 41_ [40). AMENDMENTS IN OTJiKll 
HOUSIi. then a bill, resolution, or citation 
passed in one Imuse is amended in tlie ocher 
house, the hill, resolution, or citation 
with certified amendments is returned to the 
house of origin requesting concurrence. The 
vote on concurrence in amendments is taken 
hy the JiTling of the roTl and the recording 
of tlie yeas and nays in the journal. Adop­
tion requires a majority vote ot the hill 
iiieinliersnip in each' liouscT If concurrence is 
had the clerk or secretary notes the concur­
rence in the journal, informs the other 
house of the concurrence, and proceeds to 
have the hill or resolution enrolled for cer­
tification and transmittal to the governor.

To conform the rule to constitutional re- 
quirenentj [On May A, 1979 the supreme 
court in Plumley v. Hale (594 P.2d 497) 
held that tlie tenn final passage" used in 
Article II, Secti.n 14 of the Alaska Constitu- 
tiei refers to that vote which is the final 
one 'n a particular house with reference to 
a pa. ticular bill and therefore the require­
ments of passage by a majority vote of tlie 
membership of the house and recording of 
die yeas and nays on the vote apply to any 
vote which may lie final. In a footnote it 
expressly pointed out that vote on concur­
rence to or receding from amendments can 
be u final vote, lbresent practice is to 
follow this procedure, hut it is not expressly 
required in the rule.], and to describe the 
nanner of handling amendments to resolutions 
and citations.



RiriE 42 [41J. CONFERENCE GOMmTTEE.
(a) 11: oncThouse refuses to concur in the
aiiendineiits of the other it so notifies the 
.'mending house and requests tliat it recede 
from its amendments. lhe vote on receding 
fran amendments is taken by tlie calling of 
the roll and the recording of the yeas and 
nays in the journal. A house recedes from 
Its amendments only by a nvijority vote olf~the 
full membership of the house. If tlie house 
remises to recede, the presiding officer of 
cadi house appoints three members to sit as 
a Conference Canid.ttee [ON CONFERENCE]. Hie 
coninlttee meets when mutually agreeable to 
its meniliers. If the cannlttee readies [AND 
WHEN] agreement oi previously adopted-amend­
ments to a bill adopted by either house [IS 
REACHED], Cl.-' comnittee then subinLts an iden­
tical report to each house. Hie report Is 
not subject to anundinent In either nouse. If 
the report is adopted hy cadi house fllOH 1 
HOUSES] tlie bill is enrolled, signed, and 
transmitted to the gpvernor. If the nuibers 
of die Conference Cannlttee cannot agree on 
amauIntuits, OLr7 T  7>ne or both bouses refuses 
to adopinilie cauni t.toe rcixirt. the Conference 
Cannlttee submits an identical written report 
lo i.uu'irhouse 11st. 1ng the specific points of 
TUs,agreement for whlcli~tlie cannl ttee requests 
powers o f  ireie conference. Hie presiding 
oTfTcer of oacirTnum e nuy then p.lve~Timl ted 
powers of free conference only on the specific 
pojncu litilHF Tl'T IS TilORDER AT 
H) CHANT POWERS OF FREE CONFERENCE 10 HIE 
COIS'li'ITEE ON GUNFEKKNCE. ] If the mendxers of 
.1 Cor.fereiice [HIE] Coninlttee wltil limited 
p  m e m  of free conference [ON OONFEREljCEr

(a) To clarify the vote required when a 
house recedes fran an amendment; to 
conform the rule to the constitutional 
requirement [On May 4, 1979 air 
suprane court in Plumley v. Hale (594 
P.2d 497) held that the term "final 
passage" used in Article II, Section 14 
of the Alaska Const!tution refers to 
that vote which is the final one in a 
particular house with reference to a 
particular bill and therefore *_iie re­
quirements of passage hy a majority 
vote of the memliership of tin. house 
and recording of the yeas arJ nays on 
the vote apply to any vote t»:*ch nviy 
be final. In a footnote it expressly 
pointed out that vote on concurrence 
to or receding fran amendments can be 
a final vote. Present practice is to 
follow this procedure, but it is not 
expressly required in the rule.Is 
to preclude use of free conference 
committees to resolve differences in 
versions of a bill passed by each 
house until a cannlttee on conference 
with limited jxiwers of free conference 
has had an opportunity to resolve 
differences lie tween the hills; and to 
limit a conference cannlttee nenber 
from Ixeiiig appointed to a free con­
ference cannlttee.



cannot agree on amendments^ or one or both 
houses refuses to adopt the comnlttee [ITS) 
report, it is then in order to appoint a 
Free Conference Coninittee [ON FREE Q  INFER­
ENCE] . A ncmlier vho served on a Conference 
Cannlttee ot a Conference Cannlttee with 
limited powers of free conference nnv not lie 
appointed to a sub sequent Conference Comnit- 
tcc or Free Conference Coninittee concerning 
the satni lien sure. TVe vote on adoption of a 
conference cannittee report is taken by tlie 
calling of 'he roll and the recording of tlie 
yeas [AYES] und nays in the Journal. Adop­
tion reouirer a majority vote of the full 
numliersliip of each [THE] house.

(b) A ['11 IE I Free (Conference Cannittee 
((HI FREE CONFERENCE] is appointed in the same 
m m n c r  as a Conference Cannlttee [ON CONFER­
ENCE! and may suggest in its report any new 
amendments clearly gennane to the question. 
When a majority of the numliership of (ON) the 
comnlttec fran eadi house agrees [AGREE) on 
amendments [111 BE PROPOSED], the amendments 
are attached to the bill und reported back 
to each house in an identical report, ‘lhe 
report is not subject to amendment in cither 
house. If Lhe report is adopted In each 
house [BOTH HOUSES] the bill is then ordered 
enrolled by its house of origin. If Lhe 
incnhers of a Free Conference Cannlttee fail 
TotTFREE (IWKKENCK FAIlSfTo agree on anend- 
nyiiLs or tme or Ixilli houses refuses to adopt 
the free conference [IT.?F report (IS REFl' 
Aixil'i'EI)), a secomrI’ree Conference Coninittee 
[ON FREE COUFERENCF!] mny lie appointed^ hut no 
ineinlmr of the first coninittee nuy lie reap-

(b) To limit: the adoption of amendments In 
a free conference cannlttee report to 
amendments viiich are "clearly" gennanus 
to permit adoption of a free conference 
coninittee report only if 24 hours has 
elapsed after the report has been 
printed and distributed to tnemlxers; and 
to clarify the vote required to adopt a 
free conference cannlttee report.



pointed. A free conference report may not lie 
voted on by the house unt it at least 24 hours 
after the report is duplicated i ~kT(Io live rod 
to the chief clerk or secretary of the house 
for distribution to each member. ~~1he diicf 
clerk or~secretary shall certify the tine 
of delivery of~the report for recording In 
the journal. 'lhe vote on adoption of a free 
conference cannittee report ia taken by the 
calling of the roll und the recording of tlie 
yeas [AYKS] and nays in the journal. Adop­
tion requires a majority vote of the ful 1 
membership of each [11 IE) house.



MILE 43 [ 1 2 ] .  EIIROLLHEIIT. (a) When a 
h i t !  has p a ir 'd  both houses the presid ing 
o f f i c e r  of the house of o r ig in  d irec ts  that 
i t  he enrolled. The c le r k  or secretary 
transmits the engrossed b i l l  to the en ro l l ­
ing secretary of the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  who, with 
lhe revisor of s ta tu te s ,  checks the h i l l  
[ s .7,11 T ‘i THE” ! EGI5LATTvE~?iF FATlfiTMEACT,
HAS I III BILL CHECKED TOR FORM AIID LEGAc 
Lbll lEllIJ before placement in f in a l  form 
according to tlie l e g i s l a t i v e  d ra f t ing  manual. 
Il.e en ro l l ing  secre tary  i s  authorized to 
correct form ..ml manife s t  e r rors which ore 
c je r  (: c a I , typographical j or ei:rors in lipeTlini; 
h F e r ro r s  hy way o f a d d i t ions or omiss ion s . 
1iie~enrolTing se c re ta ry Is  requ ire.] to report 
e n o  is  hy _ wayo f _ndd TT1 on or oilT Fs s i on anii 
(ihf ic ich c ie s  when tfie b i l l  is r e tnrnecT'to the 
jioi.se of o r ig in . (i(ieh_ an error or (TiTF'cToncy
h .i 'rhe 'e irrr iTPOfinAr .i itAL^RRaiirs i i irc iE ii ir f lr
lliliollS. ‘ WIILII A CLERICAL CORRECTION HAS BEEN 
HAUL AMI)J rep u ted , the c le rk  or secretary 
sh a l l  advise the pres id ing o f f i c e r s  of both 
houses before the b i l l  is  signed and trans­
mitted to the governor.

(h) b i l l s  cons is t ing  of severa l pages 
need not he formal ly  run o i le d  i f  the p res id ­
ing o f f i c e r  (III I l ls  DISCRETION] announces 
that , for reasons of economy and time,
I m in 1 1 enrol liiicnt is lining waived. I f  
enrol Imeiit is waived, and the pres id ing 
n il leer of lhe other house consents , the 
l i i s i  page and signatory pa,, of the h i l l
w i l l  lie enrol led and then a f l  I to the en­
grossed h i l l  along v / i l i  any c e r t i f i e d  ainund- 
i""nts and when signed by tiie o f f i c e r s  ol 
hoih houses w i l l  he transmitted to the

(a) To recognize cu rrem  bill review
pract ices , and to define procedures by 
which errors in a bill which are found 
as part of the enrolling process may 
be corrected , and changes which affect 
the legal content of a bill may be 
formally reported lo tlie members of 
the leg islature and to the public .

(b) To remove IVom the rulo a reference lo 
a sexua l ly  exp lic it pronoun.



governor with a l e t t e r  noting that e n ro l l ­
ment was waived. Engrossment of such b i l l s  
may also be waived in the same manner.



RULE 4-1 [-13]. TIME LIMIT Otl INTRODUC­
TION. No UT11  or re so lu t ion  other than one 
sponsored by a standing committee *>»y be 
introduced a f t e r  the t h i r t y - f i f t l .  ..ay of the 
second regu lar sess ion  o f the le g i s l a tu r e .



RULE 45 [44], VETOED BILLS. The 
governor may veto a b i l l  or by veto s t r ik e  
or reduce an item in an appropriation b i l l ,  
lhe governor [HE] sh a l l  return the vetoed 
h i l l  or the b i l l  in which an appropriation 
item was str ick en  or reduced with a s t a t e ­
ment of [IIIS] ob ject ions to the house of 
o r ig in . The re ce ip t  of the b i l l  and veto 
statement are noted in the jou rna l ,  and the 
oilier house is promptly requested to meet in 
jo in t  sess ion to reconsider passage of the 
vetoed b i l l  or item. The vote on recon­
sidera t ion  of a vetoed b i l l  or item is 
entered in the journal of both houses.
H i l l s  to r a is e  revenue and appropriation 
h i l l s  or items, although vetoed, become law 
upon reconsideration by the a f f i rm a t iv e  vote 
of three-fourths of the fu l l  membership of 
the le g i s la tu re  s i t t in g  in jo in t  sess ion as 
one body. Other vetoed b i l l s  become law 
upon reconsideration by the a f f i rm a t iv e  vote 
of two-thirds of the fu l l  membership of Lhe 
leg is la tu re  s i t t in g  in jo in t  sess ion as one 
hotly [ . ]  (Secs. IS and lf i , Art. I I ,  Statu 
Constitution)^ H i l l s  vetoed a f t e r  adjourn- • 
menI of any regular sess ion sh a l l  be returned 
with a statement of the governor1 s [IIIS] 
objections lo the L e g is la t iv e  A f fa i r s  Agency 
and may be i(’Considered by the fu l l  member­
ship of the le g is la tu re  s i t t in g  as one body 
not la te r  than the f i f t h  d a y 'a f l e r  the next 
regular sess ion or any intervening spec ia l 
sess ion convenes during that le g i s la tu r e .

To remove from the r ide  re fe rences  lo 
sexua l ly  exp lic it p ronoun s .



RULE 4.5 [45], CONFIRMATION OF APPOINT­
MENTS. Appointments by the governor are 
made pursuant to AS 39.05.080. Such appoint­
ments are subject to confirmation by a 
major ity vote of the f u l l  membership of the 
le g i s la tu r e  [SITTING] in jo in t  sess ion [AS 
ONE BODY]. (Secs. 25 and 26, Art. I l l ,
S tate Constitution)

To c la r i f y  the vote  requ ired  to confirm 
appo in tees .



RULE 47 [46], BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
CARRY OVER. B i l l s  and reso lutions introduced 
in the f i r s t  regu lar sess ion of a l e g i s l a -  
ture which are not passed or not witndrawn, 
defeated , vetoed, or in d e f in i t e ly  postponed, 
carry over into the second regular sess ion 
of the same l e g i s la tu r e  in the same reading 
or status they were in at the time of adjourn' 
Kient. [ JOINT RESOLUTIONS PROPOSING OR 
RATIFYING AMENDMENTS TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION 
OR PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO THE STATE CONSTI­
TUTION CARRY OVER IN THE SAME MANNER AS 
BILLS. ALL OTHER FORMS OF RESOLUTIONS 
EXPIRE WITH THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE FIRST 
REGULAR SESSION.]

To allow all reso lu t ions  in troduced du r ing  the 
f i r s t  session to be ca r r ied  ove r  into a second 
sess ion .



RULE 48 [47]. DISCHARGE OF BILLS FROM 
COMMITTEE, (a) I f  the majority of the fu l I  
membership of a standing, [OR] s p e c i a l , or 
jo in t  committee d es ire  that any le g i s la t io n  
pending before the committee be considered, 
they may present the request , in w r it ing , to 
the pres id ing o f f i c e r .  The pres id ing o f f i c e r  
sh a l l  s ign the request and th is  ac.'ion sha ll 
be noted in the jou rna l ,  ihe committee 
chairman a f fec ted  sh a l l  schedule tne speci- ■ 
f ied  l e g i s l a t io n  for cons ideration within 
three days a f t e r  transmitta l of the request 
by the pres id ing o f f i c e r  to the committee 
chairman.

(b) I f  the chairman does not adhere to 
the provis ions of (a) of th is ru le [SECTION], 
the p a r t icu la r  l e g i s l a t io n  to he scheduled 
sh a l l  automatica l ly  be re ferred  to the next 
committee of reference on the fourth day 
fo llow ing the transm itta l of the request to 
the chairman.

(c) B i l l s  in the Rules Committee of 
each house sh a l l  he placed on the d a i l y  
calendar in second reading w ithin three days 
a f t e r  rece ip t of a request signed by a [IIIE] 
majority of the fill 1 membership of the com­
mittee and the pres id ing o f f i c e r  T.J fo l low ­
ing the procedure provided in (a) of this 
rule to place [SECTION, THAI] a p a rt icu la r  
Item of le g i s la t io n  [BE PLACED] on the 
calendar.

(d) Nothing in th is  ru le [SECilONJ 
prevents an oral motion lo discharge a h i l l  
from committee hy any member of tlie body at 
any time.

(a) To c lar ify  tne vote required to d ischarge 
a bill from a committee, and lo apply the 
d ischarged  rule to joint committees.

(b) To correct a re ference .

( c )  To co r rec t  a r e fe re n c e ,  and lo  c la r i fy  
the  requ irements und e r  which a hill in 
lh e  possess ion o f  the Mules Committee 
sha l l be placed on the ca lenda r .

( d )  T o  co r rec t  a r e fe re n c e .



RULE 4" [48]. RESOLiri’IONS. (a) The 
only typo of inatmncnt other than a bill 
or citation authorized under these Uniform 
Rules is a resolution. [UNIESS SPECIFICAIXY 
PROVIDED FOR IN THE RUIfS A RESOLU 'ION 
REQUIitES A MAJORITY VOIE FOR APPRO AL]. The 
types and uses of resolutions are .s follows:

(1) [(a)] A sinple resolution is 
a formalized notion passed by one lease only 
and hearing the heading "House Resolution" 
or "Senate Resolution". It may be used to 
express tlie will, wish, view, opinion, 
sympathy, or request of the house adopting 
it. The sinple resolution shall be used to 
estabTIsli a special coninittee. ItTdocs not 
require cannittee referral, three readings, 
or a roll call vote. Approval of a simple 
resolution requires a nvilority vote of the 
TuTTiienJiefslnp of the house.

Ĵ 2) [(b)] A special resolution 
headed "House Special Resolution" or "Senate 
Special Resolution" is used only for the 
purpose of e>pel ling a lamiior under pro­
visions of Sec. 12, Art. II, of the State 
Constitution. The special rcso:utior re­
quires a referral to the Rules CdniiLLU’e, 
three readings, and a [CONCURRENCE OF’) 
two-ih' ds vote of tlie ful 1 membership of 
the house ior approval.

O )  |(c)| A concurrent resolution 
is similar to the simple resolution but 
reflects the will, wish, view or decision of 
IkilIi houses speaking concurrently. It is 
used particularly to handle the internal 
business of the legislature, e.g., adjourn­
ment of the legislature, suspension and 
nincudiiL'iit of the Uni form Rules, request log 
action of executive agencies and interim

( a )  To  de lete genera l vot ing requ irements 
app licab le  lo  all regu la t ion s .

( a ) ( 1 )  To req u ire  use o f  a simple reso lu t ion 
to estab lish  a special committee, and to 
indicate the vote  requ ired  to adopt a 
simple reso lu t ion .

( a ) ( 2 )  To indicate the vo te  requ ired  to 
adopt a special re so lu t ion .

( a ) ( 3 )  To req u ire  use o i  a concu r ren t
reso lu t ion  lo estab lish  a jo int committee, 
and to indicate the v o le  requ ired  to 
adopt a c oncu r ren t  re so lu t ion .



caunittees, til and fixing the tlnve and 
place for joint assenblies. This resoluLion 
is also used for establishing joint caniiit- 
tees tAHIIUIXm; HliUlIATlOtlS I'Rftllli.CATTI) 
UNDER 'nil- ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT].
Tins resolution does not require comnittcc 
referral, th.ree readings, or anything other 
than approval of a [THE] majority vote of 
11 ; ful 1 nemliershTp of each [THE] house 
lihless otherwise required by tlie rules.

(A) [(d)J A special concurrent 
resolution is employed to consider [MIEN THE 
1 EGIS1.ATMRE IS (DtlSIDERTTICI disapproval of 
an executive order of the governor laid 
before the legislature under provisions of 
Sec. 23, Art. Ill, of the State Constitu­
tion. This resolution mist lie considered by 
a joint comnlttec and may lie adopted by a 
majority vote of the ful 1 memliershlp of tlie 
legislature in joint session witliout re­
course to three readings.

(5) [(c)1 A joint resolution is 
the mist Iona 11 type of rr .«I lit ion and is 
adopted by both louses and then signed by 
(be governor as a ministerial formality.
The joint resolution i3 treated In all 
rcs| ects as a Id 11 but it Is not subject to 
veto. It Is usually reserved for addressees 
uuts.de tlie slate. Tills resolution is used 
mainly to express the view or wish of the 
l e g i s l a t u r e  to the President, the Congress 
or agencies of tlie United States Government 
or (lie governntsits of other states. It is 
required for proposing or ratifying amend­
ments to the I). S. Constitution, proposing

( a ) ( 4 )  To indicate lhe vote  requ ired  to 
adopt a special c oncu r ren t  re so lu t ion .

( a ) ( 5 )  To indicate Hie v o le  requ ired  to 
adopt a joint reso lu t ion .



aroenclnents to tlie State Constitution under 
provisions of Sec. 1, Art. XIII, of the 
State Constitution, and for disapproval of 
local government boundary changes recom­
mended by the local boundary Commission 
under provisions of Sec. 12, Art. X, of tlie 
State Constitution. Approval of a joint 
resolution requires a majority vote of the 
full mcmlicrsliip of eaclT"house'.

(h) All resolutioas passed hy one or 
both louses are sent to the governor as a 
witter of information and for peeminent 
filing with the lieutenant governor. Ilie 
lieutenant governor sends enrolled copies of 
Joint resolutions to the federal and other 
state officers, agencies and jurisdictions, 
'lhe transn 'ttai of copies of all other 
resolutions to designated addressees is the 
responsibility of tlie Legislative Affairs 
Agency.

I



RULE 1.0 [49]. LEGISLATIVE CITATIONS.
(a) The appropriate instrument for express­
ing commendation, condolences, appreciation 
or congratulations to an ind iv idual or a 
group, or to recognize a p a r t icu la r  event or 
occasion, is a " L e g i s l a t i v e  C ita t ion " ap­
proved hy both houses. The contents of the 
c i t a t io n  expressing the sentiment of the 
leg is la tu re  w i l l  be typed on a spec ia l 
presentation form su itab le  for framing and 
bear the signature o f the pres id ing o f f i c e r s .

(b} A member or members may introduce 
a c i t a t io n  by submitting i t  to the Rules 
Committee 011 a form prescribed in the l e g i s ­
la t iv e  dra f t ing  manual. Unless handled as 
provided in (c) of th i s  sectionT~Tlie [TfiF] 
name ol lhe person, group or occasion being 
noted along with the names o f the sponsors 
v/ i l l  he l i s t e d  under sp ec ia l business on the 
d a i ly  calendar of the subsequent day and be 
voted upon by the house. Approval w i l l  be 
noted in the journa l . When action in the 
second house is  completed the c i t a t io n  w i l l  
be enro lled in f in a l  form, signed hy the 
presid ing o f f i c e r s ,  and sent to the appropri­
ate person.

(L>) To provide ail exception lo the general 
procedure for handling citations to 
recognize use of citation consent 
ca lendars .

( c )  Ih o j i e r s o n  who c h a i r s  the Rules ( c )  To  au tho r ize  lh e  use of c itation con-
( ' mimiltee'oT eacirf io fise may',' from t i imTl o  sent ca lendars  and desc r ibe  the ha ii -
t i me l i e s  igiialc C iLa i [dir Consenl"Cnloiula r citing o f  c itations when ca lenda rs  a re
days. 'When the f . p la l i o n  Conseii[~Ca1 oiular u sed .
Is  c o n s i d r i ed a s a s i i e c i i l o i d t ' r  o f business, 
a le g is la to r may o iljeet~ lo~ trie~1TicTiisioil o f 
a c i t a t i o n  o r  may p r opos e  ame lu l i ne i i l sL i f  .i~ 
ci  la t  i p i r  I f  e i t h e r _ event, o ccur s  . t l ie 
par t  i c i i l a r  c i I a l . i o n concerned sfiaji I lie 
removed j rom"tTio c onsen t  c a I l i nda r  and p r o -



cessed in accordance with (b) of t l i is ru le . 
t)ilTy one recorded vote need be taken and tlie 
one vote sliaTl s taiul as the vote on f in a l  
passage as to a Tl t he c i t a t i o n ;  on the CTta- 
1 1on Consent Calendar.



RULE 51 [50]. JOINT SESSIONS. A jo in t  
session may be c a l l e d  by agreement of the 
presiding o f f i c e r s  of both houses or by 
e ither house by motion adopted hy a majority 
vote of the | u | l  membership of the house. 
l l ” a jo in t  sess ion  is  c a l l e d  by a '’ -••so the 
house c a l l i n g  the se ss ion  sh a l l  e a
time for the se ss ion . The other may
agree to meet in jo in t  sess ion at a time 
proposed or set another time w ithin the 
three-day period fo llow ing the time proposed, 
(lie president ot the senate in the presence 
of the speaker of the house presides over 
Jo in t  sess ions and the jo in t  sess ions are 
(p vcrncd hy the Uniform Rules. When a ro l l  
c a l l  vote is required to deal with any 
subject being considered in jo in t  sess ion 
the members of the house of representat ives 
may use tlie e l e c t r i c  voting machine for the 
ro l l  c a l l  i f  the members of t he house of 
i I'pi'osenlaUves , _by  a ma jor ity vote ot the 
[IIIIliilRS tit "filL) fu l l  membership of the 
house of r«p re sen ta t iveS j _ag ree  [.AGREES] to 
the use ol the e l e c t r i c  voting machine in 
place of the oral r o l 1 ca l 1.

To c la r i f y  the vote requ ired  when members 
o f  a house seek a jo in t sess ion , and lo 
c la r i fy  language re la t ing  lo use o f  the 
vo t ing  machine fo r  a ro l l  ca l l vote  fo r  
members o f  the house o f  rep resen ta t ives  
d u r in g  a jo in t  sess ion .



RULE 52 [ 5 1 ] .  ADJOURNMENT. Neither 
house may adjourn or recess for longer than 
three days unless the other concurs.
(Sec. 10 , Art. 1 1 ,  S tate  Constitution) 
Adoption c f  a concurrent reso lu t ion  by a 
majority of the fu l l  membership of each 
house con st itu te s  concurrence. A motion to 
adjourn or recess a se ss ion  is  in order when 
i t  is the intention o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  to
recess or adjourn to a day ce r ta in  A
motion to adjourn sine d ie  i r- in order only
at the end of a second regu lar sess ion  or a
specia l sess ion .



RULE 53 [52]. ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT 
OF RULES. Thu Uniform Rules o f each le g i s ­
lature sha ll be adopted in jo in t  sess ion by 
a majority vo le  of the f u l j  membership of 
each house. Thereafter the- Uniform Rules 
may be amended only by the adoption o f a 
concurrent reso lu t ion  by a two-thirds yote 
of the fu l l  membership of~each house. When 
the ru les are a f fe c ted  by con s t itu t ion a l and 
statutory changes, the L e g is la t iv e  Council 
w i l l  e f f e c t  the necessary formal rev is ion  in 
the next pr in t ing  of tlie ru les  and inform 
the Rules Comnittue o f the changes made.

To c la r i fy  the vote  requ ired  fo r  adoption o r  
app rova l o f  amendments lo  the Unifo rm 
Ru les o f  the Leg is la tu re .



t

RULE 54 [53], SUSPENSION OF RULES. 
Unless otherwise provided for in the case of 
a p a r t icu la r  ru le , the Uniform Rules may he 
suspended hy a concurrent reso lution ap­
proved hy a two-thirds vote of Lhe f u l 1 
membership of each house. I f  e i th e r  house 
v io la t e s  a uniform ru le  a question of order 
may he ra ised  in the other house. I f  i t  is 
decided hy the other house that the Uniform 
Rules have been v io la t e d ,  the b i l l  involved 
in that v io la t io n  sh a l l  he returned to i t s  
house of o r ig in  without further action.

To c la r i fy  the vote  requ ired  to suspend the 
opera t ion  o f  the Unifo rm  Ru les o f  the Leg is ­
la tu re .

J



RULE 55 r541. INTERPRETATION AND 
IMPLEMENTATION OF RULES, (a) The ru les of 
parliamentary p rac t ic e  c ' i p n s e d  in MASON'S 
MANUAL OF LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE. 1979 ed it ion . 
implement and govern the Uniform Rnles of 
the L eg is la tu re  in a l l  cases not covered by 
these Uniform Rules.

(b ) Whenever used in these ru le s . the 
phrase~rTby a major ity vote o f tluTTuTT memEur- 
sfiTp o f u i e  house" means a minimum vote re- 
qu 1 r e d ' f o r approval or "adopt i on of a measure 
i s 2 l  votes in the UoTise of Represen tat ives , 
I F v o t e s  in tlie Senate.

( a )  To spec i fy  the edition o f 
will be used as to ass is t 
tion o f  these ru le s .

( b )  To de fine a ph rase  used 
to estab lish  the minimum 
to la ke  certa in  action.

Mason's which 
in in t e rp r e la ­

in these ru les  
vote requ ired
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The Uniform Rules included herein 
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version in one column and the 
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HOUSE

RULE U  [23]. OOIMITTEE REFERRAL AND (a) Sanc as ,,ouse
ACriON. (ay A cannittee may act on any 
bill, resolution, or other legislative 
matter [ACTS ON AIL HILLS] referred to iCT_
Mien'tlie cannittee has acted. It shall report 
[AND REPORTS) its actions and recomnendations 
to the lionse as soon as practicable. Cannit- 
tee reports nust Ixi in writing and tlie report 
mist lie signed by a majority of the full 
membership [MEMBERS] of tlie cocmiittee. 'llie 
report shall [WIIL] note the recarmendation 
of each menTJer signing the report. The report 
may recomnend that the house adopt a letter 
oFintent proposed by the comnlttee. A 
letter of intent may lie adopted only in third 
teatflng before adoption of the measure by a~ 
majority vote of the fil[l nemlicrshlp of the 
house, 'lhe vote on adoption of n letter~oT 
intent stiaTl lie taken hy the calling of tHc 
roll ami the recording of tlie yeas innl nays 
in the journal. A letter of intent may lie 
amcmlodat any tiim before it is adopted.

(b) When a hi 11 is reported back by a Q*) Sam* as II jse
coninlttee without at least one "Do Pass", 
unless Lhe hi 11 has a subsequent referral or 
referrals of record, the presiding officer 
shall put the question "Shall the bill lie 
referred to the Rules Coninittee for plnce- 
nent on the calendar for second reading not­
withstanding Lhe report of the comnlttee(s)?"
If the 1)111 lias a subsequent referral or 
re: jrrals of record, tlie question shall not 
lie nit until the last cunnLttee lias reported 
and unless all reports arc without at least 
one "Do Pass", 'lhe question is debatable 
and if a majority of Lhe ful I membership of

SENATE



HOUSE SENATE

tlie liouse votes in the negative, the bill is 
lost.

(c) If a eaiinittee has more than one 
bill on the sane subject or if it finds it 
necessary to revise a bill substantially, it 
may report out a substitute bill and recom­
nend tliat the substitute be accepted for 
second reading in the place of the original 
bill. If a cannlttee substitute is offered, 
a coninittee report nuy not lie reported back
to tlie h o m e  without a copy of the cannittee 
substitute. Substitute bills are duplicated 
and distributed viien they are reported out 
by the coninittee. Coninittee substitute 
bills carry a notation of tlie source or 
sponsor of the original bill in the manner 
prescribed by the drafting manual unless the 
sponsor objects to the [IIIS OK THEIR) name 
so up|>caring.

(d) All bills Involving appropriations, 
revenues or Ixmding mist lie referred to the 
Finance Comnlttec lie fore they can lie advanced 
to second reading.

(c) If a cannittee has nure than one 
bill on the same subject or if it finds it 
necessary to revise a bill substantially, it 
may report out a substitute bill and recom- 
nend that tlie substitute be accepted for 
secor j reading in the place of tlie original 
bill. A caimlttee substitute that contains 
a change in the bill title, or an anmndincnt
to a bill reported by a caimlttee that r<F~ 
quires a change in the hill title, other H u m . 
a clerical or technical change, n  iuires an

-----------------EdTr*'a f f i rm a t iv e  vote  o f  tw w hT rd a  o f  tlie  f u l l -
tncmlicralilp of the house. A caimlttee of the
second house may not report out a cannlttee 
substitute for u hill or an nnumlincnt to a~
T7fl 1 th.it requires a change in the title of 
the IITTI. other than a clerical or technical 
cliaip’e. as adopted in iticThouse of origin.
1 f a  cannlttee substitute is offere d , a com­
mittee report nuy not lie reported "hack to Tile
house without a copy of the oaniifitoc substi­
tute. Substitute iii 1 Is are duplicated and
distributed Mien they are reported out hy the 
coninlttee. Coninittee substitute hills carry 
a notation of the source or tqxiusor of the 
original hill in the manner prescribed by tin.* 
drafting manual unless the sjionsor objects to 
the [IIIS OK THEIR) naim so appearing.

(d) Same as House



HOUSE SENATE

RULE 35 [ 3 4 ] .  AMENDMENT. A [NO] 
nut ion o r  p ro p o s it io n  on a su b je c t nviv not 
[SHALL] be adm itted under c o lo r  o f  amendment 
i f  the su b je c t n u tte i i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r a n  t lia l 
under c o n s id e ra t io n . An [NO] amendment nuy 
n o t be conside red  by tHe house un le ss sub­
m itted  in  w r it in g  and read a loud  by d ie 
c le r k  o r  s e c re ta ry . Amendments o f fe re d  by a 
c an n itte e  s lia l 1 be inc luded in  i t s  w ritte n  
ro |io r t  and a ttached  to  d ie  o r ig in a l b i l l .  A 
b i l l  in  second read ing  is  su b je c t to  ameivl- 
iiL'iit and is  t re a te d  se c t io n  by s e c t io n . An 
[NO] amendment nuy no t be made to  a b i l l  In  
i t s  t h i rd  read ing u t  the b i l l  may be r e ­
turned to  second read ing  by a m a jo r ity  vote  
o f  tlie  fu l 1 membership o f  the house fo r - tlie 
purpose oE is p e c i f ic  amendment, ’.hen a c tion  
oil a s |K -c if 1 c amendment in  second read ing is  
canii l e ten7~t1un>ri 1 a u tn ii .it lc .i l ly  advances 
t o  t ii ln T re a d in g . A t i t l e  may lie rm»*inle«l o r 
a change o f  sponsor nude in  t h i rd  read ing  o r 
a f t e r  passage hy a m a jo r ity  v o te  o f  the mem­
be rs  p re sen t , but t he t i t l e ainenuient o r  
(i|xinso r change (SAffll] n i is t lx !  accan pITslied 
TieTorc d ie  measure acted upon has lieen 
e n ro l le d . When unundiiients to  the Ixxly o f  a 
h i l l  .a ffe c t the iiiin lieriiig o f  s e c t io n s , o r  
passage o r  f a i lu r e  o f  the e f f e c t iv e  date 
c lau se  a f fe c t s  the t i t l e ,  the c le r k  o r 
s e c re ta ry  may accunp lish  the necessary 
changes w ithout form al n o t io n , and tin;
IS IIU I] changes shall be noted in the Journal, 
Resolutions may lx; amended In the name 
mnnier as a h ill.

RU1E 35 [ 3 4 ]. AMENDMENT. A |M0] 
notion or proposition on a subject may not 
[SllAIJ.] be admitted under color of amendment 
if the subject matter is different fran that 
under consideration. A notion or nroixosition 
for an amendment that requires a aianj’e'Tii 
the tlTle of a liTj 1, other than a clerical or 
teclielc.iT "change, requires an aFFlnnitlvc 
vote of Iwo-tlilrds of the full membership of 
the house. A notion or proposition on a sub­
ject til;it requires a change in tlie title oT 
tlie 17111 as enacted in tlieliouse of origin, 
other than a clerical or technical change, is 
not in order in the second house. Ail [NO] 
amendment nuy opt tie considered "by" tlie liouse 
unless suhmitteiFin writing and read aloud 
hy the clerk or secretary. Amendments 
offered by a cannlttee shall lx? included In 
its written report and attached to tlie 
original bill. A bill in second reading is 
subject to amendment and is treated section 
by section. An fNO] amendment nuy mil: be 
mule to a bill in its third road login it the 
liiII nuy lx; returned to second reading hy a 
nujorify vote of the Jull^ membership of the 
house for- tlie pui|x>so of specific mit-nilncnt. 
U n n action on a specific aincm Incut in nec- 
oild reading in c a mleteJ, tlie liill antoiivitT- 
cally ail.ancon to third reading. Titeept: as ' 
provldeJ fn I bin rule, a 1A ] title miy he 
amended or a change of s|wiu3or nude In third 
reading or after passage hy a mijority vote 
of the ni'iilxTM present, Imt Die title .'uixe-inl- 
m'Ht or sponsor change |.SAIO-If mist lx? accan 
jirislieiTIiefb re the measure acted ti|Xiil has 
heen enrolled, When aiiiiulnmts to the Ixxly 
of a hill affect the nuiiiering of sections,
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or passage or failure of the effective elate 
clause affects the title, the clerk or 
secretary nuy accomplish the necessary 
changes without formal notion, and the 
[SlICll] changes shall be noted in the journal. 
Resolutions nuy bo amended in the sane 
manner as a bil1.
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