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P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is t h e  A l a s k a  F o r e s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  
p o s i t i o n  o n  u s i n g  o i l  s p i l l  m i t i g a t i o n  f u n d s  t o  

p u r c h a s e  s t a n d i n g  t i m b e r i

T h e  A l a s k a  F o r e s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  c o n c e r n e d  
w i t h  t h e  p r e m i s e ^  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  a s s u m e s  t h a t  
t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  p r i v a t e  t i m b e r  l a n d s  w i l l  s o m e h o w  

m i t i g a t e  o r  p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d a m a g e  
w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  

o i l  s p i l l .  T h e  f a c t  is t h e r e  is n o  l i g i t i m a t e  

c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g  a n d  t h e  o i l  

s p i l l .  F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e s  A c t  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n s u r e  

t h a t  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g  d o e s  n o t  p e r m a n e n t l y  d e s t r o y  

h a b i t a t  a n d  d o e s  n o t  c a u s e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a r m .

T i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g  d o e s  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  t h a t  

n a t u r e  d o e s  t h r o u g h  b l o w d o w n ,  d i s e a s e ,  i n s e c t  

i n f e s t a t i o n s  ( i . e . ,  s p r u c e  b a r k  b e e t l e ) ,  e t c .  

T i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g  s i m p l y  c o n v e r t s  a n  o v e r m a t u r e  
f o r e B t  i n t o  u s e a b l e  p r o d u c t s  a n d  c r e a t s  j o b s ,  

p r o m o t e s  c o m m u n i t i y  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o r  d e v e l o p e d  r e c r e a t i o n .

M u c h  o f  t h e  u p l a n d  a r e a  i n  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  

S o u n d  is w i t h i n  t h e  C h u g a c h  N a t i o n a l  F o r e B t — t h e  
s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  T h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s e v e n  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  t h e  C h u g a c h  
a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  f r o m  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
h a v e  b e e n  p l a c e d  i n  a W i l d e r n e s s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o r  
a r e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  f i s h e r i e s ,  g a m e  

m a n a g e m e n t  o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s .  T h e  s a l e  q u a n t i t y  

f o r  t h e  C h u g a c h  f o r  1 9 9 2  a n d  1 9 9 3  is o n l y  p r o p o s e d  
t o  b e  5 0 0  t h o u s a n d  b o a r d  f e e t  p e r  y e a r — n o t  e n o u g h  

t o  B u p p l y  e v e n  o n e  s m a l l  s a w m i l l  I f  t h e  m i l l  o w n e r s  

w e r e  a b l e  t o  p u r c h a s e  a l l  o f  t h e  t i m b e r  a v a i l a b l e .

T h e r e  is a t r e m e n d o u s  a m o u n t  o f  t i m b e r  v o l u m o  

a l r e a d y  r e s e r v e d  f r o m  h a r v e s t  i n  t h e  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  

S o u n d  a r e a .  F u r t h e r  s e t  a s i d e s  w i l l  h a v e  n o  

m i t i g a t i n g  b e n e f i t  t o  a n y  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  m i g h t  h a v e  

b e e n  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  o i l  s p i l l .
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T h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  f o r  p u b l i c  u s e  
s h o u l d  h a v e  a  l e g i t i m a t e  b e s t  I n t e r e s t  o f  t h e
p u b l i c  a s  i t s  o b j e c t i v e .  I t  is c o n c e i v a b l y

l e g i t i m a t e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  m o r e  p a r k s  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  

n o n e ,  o r  t o  d e v e l o p  s p e c i f i c  r e c r e a t i o n a l

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  a v a i l a b l e  o r  t o  g a i n  

a c c e s s  t o  o r  e n h a n c e  o t h e r  u s e s  o f  s t a t e  o w n e d  

l a n d s .

If p r i v a t e  l a n d  is p u r c h a s e d ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  

b a s e d  o n  a w i l l i n g  b u y e r / s e l l e r  c o n c e p t .  T h e  

s e l l e r ' s  m o t i v a t i o n s  a r e  k n o w n  o n l y  t o  h i m .  I n  

t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  b u y e r  is t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  S t a t e ' s

m o t i v a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  i n f o r m e d  b y  s t a t e  p o l i c y  

c l e a r l y  a r t i c u l a t e d .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  d o e s  

n o t  l o g i c a l l y  d e f i n e  o r  j u s t i f y  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  

a  t i m b e r  p u r c h a s e .

T h e  A l a s k a  F o r e s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h e  o i l  

s p i l l  m o n e y  s h o u l d  b e  u t i l i z e d  t o  m a x i m i z e  t h e  
m i t i g a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  p e o p l e  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  a c t u a l l y  

d a m a g e d  b y  t h e  s p i l l .
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^ lA T E  COMMITTEE REPORT
FIRST COMMITTEE OF REFERRAL

DATE: 1/31/92

Date of 5-Day Notice:___________
(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23)

FURTHER: Finance

DATE TURNED 
INTO OFFICE:

Resources Committee considered SB 379

"An Act making appropriations for restoration projects relating to the Exxon Valdez oil spill; and 
providing for an effective date."

and recommends:

[ ] replace with CS

[ ] attaches amendment(s)

[ ] adopts

[ ] further referral to the

[ ] do pass 

[ ] do not pass 

[ ] no recommendation 

[ ] individual recommendations

NEW FISCAL NOTES:
[ ] zero fiscal notes______

[ ] fiscal notes

[ ] appropriation--no fiscal note 

DO PASS:

[ I same title 
[ ] new title 
[ ] technical 
title change 
(HB only)

Letter of Intent

Dept/Date PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTES: Dept/Date
[ ] Governor’s bill with fiscal notes: 

zero fiscal notes

fiscal notes

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

Chair: Signature and Recommendation




