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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 6

S e n a t e  B i l l  116, " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p e r m i t s  f o r  t h e  h u n t i n g  
o f  b i s o n ?  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

U n d e r  c u r r e n t  law, t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e  f o r  a d r a w i n g  p e r m i t  
i s s u e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  f o r  t h e  h u n t i n g  of 
b i s o n  i n  t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  A r e a  is $ 1 0  a n d  t h e  
f e e  i n  b o t h  t h e  F a r e w e l l  a n d  C h i t i n a  h e r d  a r e a s  is $5.

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  f e e  i n  t h e  F a r e w e l l  a n d  C h i t i n a  
a r e a s  t o  $ 1 0  s o  t h e  f e e  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  
a r e a s .

T h e  f e e  i n c r e a s e  w o u l d  a l l o w  f o r  b e t t e r  r a n g e  a n d  h e r d  
m a n a g e m e n t  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  a r e a s .  C u r r e n t  f u n d i n g  is 
i n a d e q u a t e .  M a n a g e m e n t  i n c l u d e s  p r o v i d i n g  a r e a s  o f  a d e q u a t e  
f o r a g e  f o r  t h e  b i s o n ,  m a k i n g  a e r i a l  s u r v e y s  t o  g a t h e r  h e r d  

d a t a  i n c l u d i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s ,  e q u i p p i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  h e r d  
w i t h  t r a c k i n g  c o l l a r s ,  a n d  c h e c k i n g  t h e  h e r d  f o r  d i s e a s e .

T h e r e  is a n  i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  b i s o n  h u n t s .  T h e s e  h u n t s  
a r e  o n e  o f  o n l y  a f e w  i n  t h e  U . S .  a n d  C a n a d a  a n d  t h e r e  is a 
g r o w i n g  d e m a n d  a n d  m a r k e t  f o r  t h e  m e a t .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  
A l b e r t a  h e r d  a n d  t h e  Y e l l o w s t o n e  h e r d  is e x p e r i e n c i n g  a n  
o u t b r e a k  o f  a s e r i o u s  d i s e a s e  a n d  m a n y  of t h e  a n i m a l s  a r e  
h a v i n g  t o  b e  s l a u g h t e r e d .  A p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  o n  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in 
A l a s k a .  A d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  t o  a l l o w  g o o d  m a n a g e m e n t  is 
i m p e r a t i v e .

T h i s  b i l l  is s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  & G a m e  a n d  
t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  i n d i c a t e s  r e v e n u e  i n c r e a s i n g  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  

f i v e  y e a r s .  T h i s  b i l l  is a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
M u z z l e  L o a d i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  M c K i n l e y  M o u n t a i n m e n  M u z z l e  
L o a d i n g  R i f l e  C l u b .  T h i s  f e e  i n c r e a s e  w o u l d  b e  a f f e c t i v e  w i t h  
t h e  1 9 9 2  h u n t .

O ffic ia l Business
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
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Department Aflected: F i s h  a n d  G a m e
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DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 

POSITION PAPER

Sponsor: Senator Collins

Division: Wildlife Conservation

Bill Title: An Act relating to permits for the hunting of bison 

Department Position: Support

.□plication fees for drawing hunt permits for big game have been set by the 
legislature at $5. In 1^85, the application fee for the popular bison hunts in 
the Delta Junction area were raised to $10 to provide extra funding to help cover 
bison range management costs. At the time, hunting of Alaska's other 3 bison 
herds was very limited.

This bill would raise the application fee for permit drawing hunts for bison in 
the Chitina and Farewell herds and thus equalize the fee at $10, statewide. The 
number of applications for the Farewell permit drawing has grown rapidly in recent 

years, and the hunt is heavily oversubscribed (in 1990-91 approximately 2700 
applications for 70 permits). Hunting of the Copper River bison herd is currently 
managed by registration permit (no application fee is required). In the next few 
years, that hunt also will likely become a drawing permit hunt.

The increase in the application fee would provide a modest revenue source to the 
Fish and Game Fund. Although those funds cannot be dedicated, separate accounting 

would allow the department to allocate additional funds for bison range management 
and other projects that would benefit bison.

Bill No: s b 116

Commissioner's Signature) /<J (  ,___________  Date '* t
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February 2 1 ,1 9 9 0

Sena to r V irg in ia  C o llin s  
P.O. Box V
Juneau , A laska 99811

Re: SB 116 (B ison p e rm it tees )

D ea r Sena to r C o llin s :

B ecause  o f h is to rica l in te re s t o u r o rgan iza tio n  has a  v e s te d  in te res t in  th e  w e ll be ing  and 
hea lth  o f th e  S ta te 's  B iso n  he rds . B ison  ar© a ve ry  lim ite d  a n d  h igh ly  p rized  gam e an im a l. W e 
Relieve tha t it is im po rtan t th a t th e  a rea  B io log is ts  have  a d eq u a te  fu nd in g  to  insure tha t they  
have the  necessary in fo rm a tio n  so  tha t th e y  can  p ro fe ss io na lly  m anage  the  herds to  m eet th e  
m anagem en t ob jec tives .

T he re fo re  ou r o rgan iza tio n  fu lly  suppo rts  the  b ill (SB  116 ) tha t you  h a ve  in troduced to  ra ise 
the  B ison draw ing pe rm it a pp lic a tio n  fees  to  S 10 fo r a ll d raw in g s  (no t jus t the  De lta  he ;d ). 
M any of ou r m em bers  a re  hun te rs  (bo th ‘ subs is tence* a n d  rec rea tio na l) and w e  suppo rt th e  
'concep t* of ‘ user* fe e s  th a t can  h e lp  m ee t the  m anagem en t ob jec tives .

265 -4800  (w ) 3 4 4 -1 7 8 3 (h )

S ince re ly  Youre,

v = - ( 5
Tim  R C raw ford ,
A laska S la te  M uzz le  Load in g  A ssoc ia tion  
10034 G oodnew s C irc le  
Anchorage , A laska 99515



J I M a i u l e g  J H n u n t m m n s n

MUZZLE LOADING RIFLE CLUB

P.O. 8 o x  7 7 Q 5 5 5  

E a g l e  R i v e r ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 7 7 - 0 5 5 5

February 22, 1990
(

Senator Virginia Collins 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, M a o k a  99811

Regarding; S.B. 116 Pees charged for Bison hunting permits.

Dear Senator Collina:

Our club was quite pleased to learn of your introduction of a bill to 
increase the permit fees charged for Bison hunting applications to 
S 10.00 for all the Bison permits and not juat the Delta herd 
applications.

Alaska Bison are a limited resource that require effective management 
to insure that herds are maintained at the carrying capacity of their 
ranges. He fully support your Bill, S.a. 116, and hope that the 
additional income earned from the drawings held for biological 
harvesting will be able to benefit the management of those herds for 
which drawings are held.

Keith Bayha. President
Mckinley Mountainman Muzzleloading Rifle Club.
10443 Highbluff
Eagle River, Xlaska 99577
Home; 694-4123



MIDNIGHT SUN MUZZLELOADERS, INC. 

P.O. BOX 10612 

FAIRBANKS, AK 99710 
CHARLIE BIERMAN, PRESIDENT

SENATOR COLLINS 

REF: SENATE BILL 0116

DEAR SENATOR COLLINS:

I SUPPORT YOUR EFFORTS TO RAISE THE BISON DRAWING APPLICATION PERMITS TO 

$10.00 FOR ALL DRAWINGS, NOT JUST THE DELTA HERD. I BELIEVE THAT THE AREA 

BIOLOGISTS SHOULD HAVE ADEQUATE FUNDING TO MANAGE THE HERDS.
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