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March 7, 1991

Mr. John Walsh 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Walsh:

Please send the resolution supporting Diomede's request to:

1. AEWC, Box 570, Barrow, AK 99723 
Beverly Patkotak Grinage 
Burton Rexi'ord

2. Little Diomede City Office
Little Diomede, Alaska 99762
Fax #686-3061
Vice Mayor Patrick Oomiak

3. Emery Oomiak, Little Diomede, Alaska 99762

4. Toby Anungazuk, J:., AEWC Commissioner, Wales
P.O. Box 83, Wales, Alaska 99783

I will make sure that a copy of the resolution is given to each of 
the International Whaling Commission members from the United 
States, and anyone else who should get a copy. Thank you for your 
assistance, and I'll have a copy of the final draft reviewed by our 
attornies who have extensive experience with the IWC.

Quyanaq,

Beverly Patkotak Grinage 
Executive Director

BG/jw



** PRESS RELEASE **

5 April 1991

From: John Walsh
Rep. Richard Foster's Office 
Juneau

RE: In tro d u c tio n  House J o in t  R e so lu tio n  39; R egarding
Bowhead Whale A llo c a tio n  fo r  C ity  o f  Diomede

Today, April 5, Representative Richard Foster 
introduced legislation supporting the City of Diomede's 
request for a bowhead whale allocation. The resolution 
has been assigned to House Resource committee for 
consideration. Following committee review, the full 
House will vote before sending it across to the Senate.

Beverly Grinage, Executive Director with the Alaska 
Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC), has worked closely 
with Rep. Foster's staff to insure proper format and 
detail. Upon passage in the Alaska Legislature, the 
resolution will be transmitted to the International 
Whaling Commission (IWC) meeting in Iceland May 1991. 
The IWC determines allocations of bowhead whales to the 
AEWC, which then distributes among eligible whaling 
comm u n i t i e s .

In preparation for the May IWC meeting, the AEWC has 
commissioned a subsistence study with funds provided by 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. This study is essential 
in establishing the traditional use of bowhead whale by 
the people of Little Diomede.

Rep. Foster stated, "I want to do all I can to assist 
m y friends in Little Diomede in obtaining a bowhead 
whale. The late Mayor of Diomede, Thomas Menadelook, a 
renown whaler in the Bering Straits pushed hard for a 
bowhead allocation and I hope that this resolution will 
assist in achieving his goal."

Rep. Eileen MacLean was listed as first co-sponsor of 
HJR 39. Foster expects more colleagues to sign on 
soon. Any letters of support can be addressed to Rep. 
Foster, Box V, Juneau, AK. 99811.

# #  # #  # #  # #



Representative Richard Foster 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Richard,

This is a letter of support for your House Joint Resolution 39, regarding 
Bowhead Allocation for the City of Diomede.

As you know, my parents come from Diomede. My father used to tell me 
that whaling captains on Diomede had tattoos of whales by their lips 
which signified their status. Also when I received a grant from the 
Alaska Historical Commission over ten years ago, informants described a 
party of men going whale hunting. In talking with many of the Elders on 
Diomede it is an indisputable fact that whaling continued to be a strong 
tradition in the village during this century. In the 1970's the village of 
Wales had to send for Albert lyahuk, one of the Diomede elders, to show 
them how to correctly cut up and divide a whale. There is much 
archeological evidence which confirms Diomede's active whaling tradition 
prior to this century.

I would like to thank you again for your efforts in helping Diomede to 
receive an allocation for bowhead whales. It is such an isolated place but 
that is no reason why they should be left out of something they are 
entitled to. I know Uncle Tommy would be very grateful for your 
assistance. Thanks again.

With warm regards,

Eileen Norbert



REPRESENTATIVE 
R I C H A R D  F O S T E R

BOX 1C1SB 
NOME. ALASKA 99763

PO BOX V 
JUNEAU. AK99B11

|9Q7| 465-3709

Alaska MHate legislature M '•

House of iSepresentatiues
1 9  A p r i l  1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  L l o y d  J o n e s ,  C h a i r  
R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
MS 3 1 0 0
J u n e a u ,  A K .  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  H J R  3 9 ;  R e l a t i n g  t o  a  B o w h e a d  W h a l e  A l l o c a t i o n  f o r
t h e  c i t y  o f  D i o m e d e .

G r e e t i n g s  S e n a t o r  J o n e s :

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  r e q u e s t  t o  c a l e n d a r  H J R  3 9 ;  
R e l a t i n g  t o  a  B o w h e a d  W h a l e  A l l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  
D i o m e d e ,  p e n d i n g  r e f e r r a l  i n  t h e  S e n a t e .

I  h o p e  t o  s e e  H J R  3 9  p a s s  o u t  o f  t h e  H o u s e  s o m e t i m e  
n e x t  w e e k ,  h o p e f u l l y  b y  A p r i l  2 4 .  I n  o r d e r  t o  e x p e d i t e  
h e a r i n g  a n d  p a s s a g e  i n  t h e  S e n a t e ,  p r o m p t  s c h e d u l i n g  i s  
r e q u i r e d .  I  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e .

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W h a l i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  a d d r e s s  
A l a s k a n  b o w h e a d  w h a l e  a l l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  M a y  1 9 9 1  
a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  h e l d  i n  I c e l a n d .  I f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  
w e r e  c o m p l e t e d  b y  t h a t  t i m e ,  i t  w o u l d  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  
A l a s k a n  d e l e g a t i o n ' s  e f f o r t s .

P l e a s e  r e f e r e n c e  J o h n  W a l s h  i n  m y  o f f i c e  f o r  f u r t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  4 6 5 - 3 7 8 9 .

CXSTRCT 23 Sn:s>vr\aref. Wotoo. O-omcoe. I3rcv*g M ssca Te*'<jr. Ncxtm». Sovoon̂o. GomooH, Whto Mcxz-'Ufcn. Gotovm, Elm. Koy\x. Sftaktoc.w. Uroiokieet. 
St. Mc/’oof. StefcOn®. KotMc. Srnjidon Rcv̂t. Aiakonuk. Errrtxynak, Scammon Bay. Mcopor Bay. ĈJvoK
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W ha lin g  c a p ta in s  a llo c a te  ’ 91 h a rv e s t , s e e k  q u o ta  in c re a se
The Assoaalod Pioss

BARROW —  Eskimo whaling 
captains have allocated this year's 
whale harvest omong the state's 
coastal villages, anU they sold they . 
w ill ask the International Whaling 
Commission to Increase Alaska's 
whale quota at Its May meeting.
Whalers also reiterated worries. 

about potential offshore oil and 
gas drilling and plans to respond 
to oil spills In the Arctic.
The whaling captains wound up

O b ituar ies

a three-day meeting In Barrow last 
week by approving the same allo­
cation formula for the 1991 bow- 
head whale hunt that existed last 
year. The whaling villages w ill be 
allowed to land 41 whales and may 
take 47 strikes to land them.
Under the allocation, Savoonga 

and Gamble each Will get four 
whales, Wales w ill get one, Klvali- 
na two. Point Hope six, Wain- 
wrlght five, Barrow 15 and Nu- 
Iqsut and Kaktovik two each.

Whaling captains say they plan 
to ask for an Increase In the 
Alaska quotq when the Intemn- " 
tlonnl Whaling Commission meets t 
In May In Iceland. They said they 
w ill propose raising the total to 72 
strikes to land 64 whales. ■' i ,

Dr. William Evans, the outgoings 
U.S. commissioner on the Interna-. 
tlonnl Whaling Commission, 
praised Eskimo whalers In Alaska 
for the way they have managed the 

' 1 ........... I

mahhiU

whale hunt under I.W.C. guide­
lines.
‘ •"“ The' 'aboriginal subsistence 
management scheme has been In 
place fori eight years, and we have 
continued.' to see Improved quo­
tas," Evans said.
"We also more Importantly have 

seen Improved population esti­
mates, Improved science, Increases 
In the population, and a level of 
cooperation between science, man- 
Bgepneot and the user community

that Is unique In the world."
The whaling captains, mean­

while, reiterated concerns about 
the state's support for offshore oil 
and gas drilling.
"Together . . . we must continue 

to push for an Independent envi­
ronmental assessment of the safety 
of drilling In arctic wn' !rs," said 
North Slope Borough Mayor Jeslle 
Kaleak. Kalenk Is a whaling cap­
tain.

i . . . >■



D I O M E D E  CITY COUNCIL
D i o m e d e , A l a s k a  Via  N o m e  9 9 7 6 2  

6 8 6 - 8 0 0 1

\
FEBRUARY 12, 1991

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  F o s t e r  

P . O .  B o x  1 6 3 0  

N O M E ,  A L A S K A  9 9 7 6 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F o s t e r :

T h e  L i t t l e  D i o m e d e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  r e c e n t l y  p a s s e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  a  q u o t a  

a l l o c a t i o n  f o r  o n e  B o w h e a d  W h a l e  p e r  y e a r  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  E s k i m o  W h a l i n g  C o m m i s s i o n

W e  h a v e  b e e n  r e q u e s t i n g  a  q u o t a  a l l o c a t i o n  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  s u c c e s s .

W e  h a v e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  h u n t e d  t h e  b o w h e a d  w h a l e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  i s o l a t i o n  w e  

w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  p r e s e n t  o u r  c a s e  f o r  a  w h a l e  q u o t a  b a c k  w h e n  t h e  o t h e r  w h a l i n g  

v i l l a g e s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  c a s e s  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W h a l i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  ( I W C ) .

T h e  A E W C  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  t o  o u r  r e q u e s t ,  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  u n a b l e  

t o  o b t a i n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  f u n d i n g  f o r  a  s u b s i s t e n c e  n e e d s  s t u d y .

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W h a l i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a  s u b s i s t e n c e  n e e d s  s t u d y  

b e  c o n d u c t e d  a t  L i t t l e  D i o m e d e  b e f o r e  t h e y  c a n  c o n s i d e r  t h e  q u o t a  a l l o c a t i o n  

r e q u e s t .

T h e  n e e d s  s t u d y  r e q u i r e s  $ 1 2 7 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  T h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  J u n e a u  

A r e a  O f f i c e ,  h a s  a g r e e d  t o  g i v e  p a r t i a l  f u n d i n g  o f  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  T h i s  w a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  

w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  S e n a t o r  T e d  S t e v e n s ,  b u t  a n o t h e r  $ 8 7 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  

c o n d u c t  t.he n e e d s  s t u d y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  I W C  m e e t i n g  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  M a y .

T h e  q u o t e  o f  $ 1 2 7 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  f o r  t h e  n e e d s  s t u d y  w a s  g i v e  t o  A E W C  b y  S t e p h e n  R .  B r a u n d  

&  A s s o c i a t e s .  T h e y  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  n e e d s  s t u d i e s  f o r  B a r r o w  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  w h a l i n g  

c o m m u n i t i e s .

W e  w a n t  t o  s i n g  o u r  w h a l i n g  s o n g s ,  e n j o y  N a l u k a t a q ,  a n d  e a t  b l a c k  m u k l u k  a g a i n .

I f  t h e r e  i s  a n y w a y  t h a t  y o u  c a n  h e i t< u s  f i n d  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  n e e d s  s t u d y  w e  w o u l d  

b e  v e r y  g r a t e f u l .  T h a n k  y o u .

( A E W C ) .

M a y o r

E n c lo s u re : R e s o lu t io n  90 -11



Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commisi
P . O .  B o x  5 7 0  

B a r r o w ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 2 3  
P h o n e :  ( 9 0 7 )  8 5 2 - 2 3 9 2

y

/

J a n u a r y  4, 1991

The Honorable Richard Foster 
P.O. Box 1630 
Nome, Alaska 99762

Dear Representative Foster:

Our Office has been trying for years to get funding for a 
subsistence needs study for Little Diomede so they can receive a 
bowhead whale quota allocation. We have sent grant requests to 
various granting agencies including BIA and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service. With pressure from Senator Ted Stevens,, the BIA 
Office in Juneau finally committed themselves to giving us partial 
funding for a total of $40,000. The subsistence needs study 
requires $127,000.

This study has to be conducted before the International Whaling 
Commission (IWC) can consider Little Diomede as a bowhead whaling 
community, and the next IWC meeting will be held this May. We are 
hoping the needs study can be funded, and completed by May so that 
the Little Diomede case is presented to the IWC at that time, 
otherwise we'll have to wait another three years before this case 
is brought to the IWC again.

We are hoping to enlist your support, and if possible, help the 
village of Little Diomede by giving the study the necessary funding 
it requires. As you may know, bowhead whale hunting is important to 
the entire community, both physically and culturally. Our Office 
would appreciate any assistance you can give this crucial need. If 
you have any questions, please call me at 852-2392.

Sincerely,

Executive Director

cc: City of Little Diomede
Toby Anungazuk, Jr., AEWC Commissioner, Wales
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4) We are tired of hunting only the gray whale at our island. 
Every year we hunt and land gray whale but we can not hunt 
the black whale. We know, but sad, can not sing our whaling 
songs, enjoy Nalukataq, enjoy black muktuk like our brothers.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Diomede City Council, 
the Native Village of Diomede, the Village of Inliak, the 
island of Little Diomede be granted a quota of at least one black 
whale.

PASSED and APPROVED by th~ DIOMEDE CITY COUNCIL of LITTLE 
DIOMEDE this 5th day of December, 1990.

Thomas Menadelook Sr. 
Mayor

Directed to ‘.Eskimo Whaling Commission
Eskimo Whaling Captaining Association 
Mayor of the North Slope Borough
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. CITY OF DIOMEDE

RESOLUTION NO,90-11

A RESOLUTION OF DIOMEDE CITY COUNCIL REQUESTING A BOWHEAD WHALE 
QUOTA FOR INALIK (DIOMEDE).

WHEREAS, the allied peoples of Inalik (Little Diomede), Imag/iq (Big 
Diomede) and Nuugaq (Naukan) have since time out of mind followed the 
whale; and

Whereas, today these people live in their traditional homes only on 
the American Island of Little Diomede at the village of Inalik; and

WHEREAS, at the time quotas were placed on agviit (Black Whale) our 
isolation meant we were unable to present our case for a whale quota 
as we followed the ways of our ancestors without contact with the 
mainland on our island home at Inalik; and

WHEREAS, we have always been a people of the whale; listen to our 
evidence; listen to our testimony; walk among the whale bones on our 
island,.

1) In Chapters XIX and XX of his book DRUMS of DIOMEDE the mission- 
ary-teacher Arthur Hansin Eide on pages 185-205 documents whaling 
and Nalukataq. In the pictures in his book Eide shows the blessing 
of the boats, the whale camps on the ice, eleven whale boats 
returning to the village at Little Diomede, "cutting up the spirit 
whale", the "beginning of Nallukatak (sic)1' muktuk enjoyed by all.

2) Our p e o p l e 's blood is mainly from Imaqiriq, also from Inalik, Nuugaq 
and Uqiuvak, with some from Tapqaq, Tikigaq, Qawiaraq, Kingigin, 
Siugaq. The oldest male D i o m e d e r ,Kiminaak was born on the ship 
Belvedere near Herschel Island in Canada in 1905.
His father was Aiyerga, a great whaler from ImaqTiq, who had 
signed on with this Yankee boat for the spring bowhead hunt.
When Kiminaak moved to Little Diomede in 1926 he remembers the 
whaling at Inalik. His uncle Kayouktuk whaled at Inalik.
Kiminaak whaled with Kayouktuk. He remembers: Okpealuk took a 
whale in 1919, Omiak was striker; another in 1928, in 1938-39 
Ahkingas and Sinyakis took whales, in 1953 Omiak lost one, struck 
by Paul Omiak; then Kiminaak moved to Nome.

3) Ahkinga's grandson Kakaduk (Roger* Kunayak) remembers the stories. ' 
He has whaled in Barrow for black whale. Omiak'a son Pat Omiak 
remembers the stories. He has whaled in Gambell and Barrow with 
his relation. Ahkinga's son Anolak, Oscar Ahkinga remembers the 
stories. He has whaled at Barrow and Diomede for black whale.
Sons and grandsons of our old whalers still whale. Only now we 
have to hunt the black whale with our relation at Wales, Gambell, 
Barrow. At Diomede we can only hunt the gray, the meinke whales.
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, ALASKA ESKIMO-WHALING COMMISSION- * * ■’ /  - '

ALASKA ESKIMO WHALING CAPTAINS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONVENTION

RESOLUTION 88-01

WHEREAS, th e  D epartm ent o f  I n t e r i o r  has com m issioned a need 
s tu d y  to  d e te rm in e  Eskim o needs f o r  bowhead whales by 
e xa m in in g  h i s t o r i c  w h a lin g  a c t i v i t i e s ;  and

WHEREAS, t h i s  s tu d y  has documented h i s t o r i c  w h a lin g 
a c t i v i t i e s  by  th e  re s id e n ts  o f  L i t t l e  Diomede 
I s la n d ,  and

WHEREAS, th e  re s id e n ts  o f  L i t t l e  Diomede Is la n d  have
. p e t i t io n e d  th e  A la s k a  Eskimo W h a lin g  Commission to 

become members and re c e iv e  a bowhead w hale  q u o ta ;

THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED, t h a t  th e  AEWC a c c e p t L i t t l e
Diomede a member o f  th e  Com m ission and th a t  AEWC 
re q u e s ts  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  D epartm en t o f  I n t e r i o r  to 
j o i n  w i th  AEWC in  a s k in g  th e  N a tio n a l-O c e a n ic  and 
A tm o s p h e ric  A d m in is t r a t io n  to  r e v is e  i t s  r e g u la t io n s 
to  in c lu d e  L i t t l e  Diomede Is la n d  as a re c o g n iz e d 

. w h a lin g  v i l l a g e  in  o rd e r  to  a l lo w  AEWC to  a s s ig n 
L i t t l e  Diomede a bowhead w hale q u o ta .

In tro d u c e d  & Adopte.d; F e b ru a ry  19, 1988

ATTEST;

Chairm an

S k k A h jig J  f c g - u -

S e c re ta ry V ic e  Chairm an
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY REPRESENTATIVES FOSTER , MacLean, Kubina

Introduced: 4/5/91 
Referred: Resources

A RESOLUTION

1 Relating to a bowhead whale allocation for the City of Diomede.

2 BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 WHEREAS the City of Diomede is located within the jurisdictional boundaries of Alaska and

4 its citizens are residents o f Alaska; and

5 WHEREAS the citizens o f the City o f Diomede have traditionally used the bowhead whale for

6 subsistence; and

7 WHEREAS it is the responsibility of this legislature to represent the interests and protect the

8 rights of the residents o f Alaska; and

9 WHEREAS the citizens o f the City of Diomede, as expressed in the city’s Resolution 90-11,

10 desire to obtain a bowhead whale allocation; and

11 WHEREAS to obtain the allocation the International Whaling Commission must increase the

12 bowhead whale subsistence quota for Alaska Natives; and

13 WHEREAS the City o f Diomede’s request for an allocation has been endorsed by the Alaska

14 Eskimo Whaling Commission, the local organization that oversees the management o f the Eskimo

15 bowhead whale hunt through a cooperative agreement with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

16 Administration in the United States Department of Commerce; and

17 WHEREAS before the International Whaling Commission w ill approve the increased bowhead

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 39

HJR039a -1- H J R  39



Alaska State Legislature
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Offic ia l Business

1 8  A p r i l  1 9 9 1  

MEMORANDUM: 

T o :

P .O . Box V 
S ta te  Capito l 

Ju ne au ,  A laska  99811

S e n a t o r  L l o y d  J o n e s ,  C h a i r ,
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e .

F r o m :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R i c h a r d  F o s t e r

S U B J E C T :  H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  3 9 ,  " R e l a t i n g  t o  a  
B o w h e a d  W h a l e  A l l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c i t y  o f  
D i o m e d e . "

H J R  3 9  i s  a  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  a t t e m p t s  b y  
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  L i t t l e  D i o m e d e ,  A l a s k a  t o  r e c e i v e  a n  
a l l o c a t i o n  e n a b l i n g  t h e  t a k e  o f  a  b o w h e a d  w h a l e .  A l l  
a l l o c a t i o n s  f o r  A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  s a n c t i o n e d  b y  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W h a l i n g  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h i s  q u o t a  i s  
t h e n  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  a l l  e l i g i b l e  w h a l i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .  
C u r r e n t l y ,  D i o m e d e  i s  n o t  a n  e l i g i b l e  c o m m u n i t y .  U p o n  
t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a  s u b s i s t e n c e  n e e d s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  
D i o m e d e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  r e q u e s t  n e c e s s a r y  e l i g i b i l i t y .

T h r o u g h  f u n d i n g  b y  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  t h e  
A l a s k a  E s k i m o  W h a l i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  s p o n s o r i n g  a  
s u b s i s t e n c e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  s t u d y  a n d  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e p o r t  i s  e x p e c t e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  M a y  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W h a l i n g  C o m m i s s i o n .

D i o m e d e  i s  s u p p o r t e d  i n  i t s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a n  a l l o c a t i o n  
b y  t h e  A l a s k a  E s k i m o  W h a l i n g  C o m m i s s i o n .  O n l y  d u e  t o  
o v e r s i g h t  a t  a n  e a r l i e r  d a t e  w a s  D i o m e d e  p r e c l u d e d  f r o m  
c u r r e n t  b o w h e a d  a l l o c a t i o n s .  T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  a n d  t h e  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  s t u d y  w i l l  a s s i s t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e i r  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n .

T h e r e  i s  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  n o  
f u n d i n g  i s  r e q u e s t e d .

C o n t a c t  p e r s o n :  J o h n  W a l s h ,  3 7 8 9 / C o u r t  B u i l d i n g  6 1 1 .
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ALASKA ESKIMO-WHALING COMMISSION-

ALASKA ESKIMO WHALING CAPTAINS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONVENTION

RESOLUTION 88-01

WHEREAS, th e  D e p artm e n t o f  I n t e r i o r  has com m issioned a need 
s tu d y  to  d e te rm in e  Eskimo needs f o r  bowhead whales by

, p e t i t io n e d  th e  A la s k a  Eskimo W h a lin g  Commission to 
become members and re c e iv e  a bowhead w hale  q u o ta ;

THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED, th a t  th e  AEWC a c c e p t L i t t l e
Diomede a member o f  th e  Com m ission and th a t  AEWC 
re q u e s ts  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  D e p artm e n t o f  I n t e r i o r  to 
j o i n  w i t h  AEWC in  a s k in g  th e  N a tio n a l-O c e a n ic  and 
A tm o s p h e ric  A d m in is t r a t io n  to  r e v is e  i t s  re g u la t io n s 
to  in c lu d e  L i t t l e  Diomede Is la n d  as a re c o g n iz e d 

.w h a l in g  v i l l a g e  in  o rd e r  to  a l lo w  AEWC to  a s s ig n 
L i t t l e  Diomede a bowhead w hale  q u o ta .

e xa m in in g  h i s t o r i c  w h a lin g  a c t i v i t i e s ;  and

WHEREAS, t h i s  s tu d y  has documented h i s t o r i c  w h a lin g
a c t i v i t i e s  by th e  r e s id e n ts  o f  L i t t l e  Diomede
Is la n d ,  and

WHEREAS, th e  r e s id e n ts  o f  L i t t l e  Diomede Is la n d  have

In tro d u c e d  & Adopte.d: F e b ru a ry  19, 1988

ATTEST:

Chairm an

S e c r e t a r y V ice  C hairm an



^  20 '9 1  1 3 !2 5  .RK ESKIMO WHALING COMMISSION

*“ CITY OF DIOMEDE

RESOLUTION NO.90-11

A RESOLUTION OF DIOMEDE CITY COUNCI^ REQUESTING A BOWHEAD WHALE 
QUOTA FOR INALIK (DIOMEDE).

WHEREAS, the allied peoples of Inalik (Little Diomede), Imag/iq (Big 
Diomede) and Nuugaq (Naukan) have since time out of mind followed the 
whale; and

Whereas, today these people live in their traditional homes only on 
the American Island of Little Diomede at the village of Inalik; and

WHEREAS, at the time quotas were placed on agvilt (Black Whale) our 
isolation meant we were unable to present our case for a whale quota 
as we followed the ways of our ancestors without contact with the 
mainland on our island home at Inalik; and

WHEREAS, we have always been a people of the whale; listen to our 
evidence; listen to our testimony; walk among the whale bones on our 
island.

1) In Chapters XIX and XX of his book DRUMS of DIOMEDE the mission- 
ary-teacher Arthur Hansin Eide on pages 185-205 documents whaling 
and Nalukataq. In the pictures in his book Eide shows the blessing 
of the boats, the whale camps on the ice, eleven whale boats 
returning to the village at Little Diomede, "cutting up the spirit 
w h a l e ” , the "beginning of Nallukatak (sic)" muktuk enjoyed by all.

2) Our p e o p l e 1 s 'blood is mainly from Imaqiriq, also from Inalik, Nuugaq 
and Uqiuvak, with some from Tapqaq, Tikigaq, Qawiaraq, Kingigin, 
Siugaq. The oldest male D i o meder,Kiminaak was born on the ship 
Belvedere near Herschel Island in Canada in 1905.
Kis father was Aiyerga, a great whaler from Imaq^iq, who had 
signed on with this Yankee boat for the spring bowhead hunt.
When Kiminaak moved to Little Diomede in 1926 he remembers the 
whaling at Inalik. His uncle Kayouktuk whaled at Inalik.
Kiminaak whaled with Kayouktuk. He remembers: Okpealuk took a 
whale in 1919, Omiak was striker; another in 1928, in 1938-39 
Ahkingas and Sinyakis took whales, in. 1953 Omiak lost one, struck 
by Paul Omiak; then Kiminaak moved to Nome.

3) Ahkinga's grandson Kakaduk (Roger Kunayak) remembers the stories. ' 
He has whaled in Barrow for black whale. Omiak'a son Pat Omiak 
remembers the stories. He has whaled in Gambell and Barrow with 
his relation. Ahkinga's son Anolak, Oscar Ahkinga remembers the 
stories. He has whaled at Barrow and Diomede for black whale.
Sons and grandsons of our old whalers still whale. Only now we 
have to hunt the black whale with our relation at Wales, Gambell, 
Barrow. At Diomede we can only hunt the gray, the meinke whales.

|  v ~ /  
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4) .We are tired of hunting only the gray whale at our island. 
Every year we hunt and land gray whale but we can not hunt 
the black whale. We know, but sad, can not sing our whaling 
songs, enjoy Nalukataq, enjoy black muktuk like our brothers.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Diomede City Council, 
the Native Village of Diomede, the Village of Inliak, the 
island of Little Diomode he granted a quota of at least one black 
whale.

PASSED and APPROVED by the DIOMEDE CITY COUNCIL of LITTLE 
DIOMEDE this 5th day of December, 1990.

D i r e c t e d  t o  : E s k i m o  W h a l i n g  C o m m i s s i o n
E s k i m o  W h a l i n g  C a p t a i n i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  
M a y o r  o f  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h



Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commisi
P . O .  B o x  5 7 0  

B a r r o w ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 2 3  
P h o n e :  ( 9 0 7 )  8 5 2 - 2 3 9 2 y

■January 4, 1991

The Honorable Richard Foster 
P.O. Box 1630 
Nome, Alaska 99762

Dear Representative Foster:

Our Office has been trying for years to get funding for a 
subsistence needs study for Little Diomede so they can receive a 
bowhead whale quota allocation. We have sent grant requests to 
various granting agencies including BIA and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service. With pressure from Senator Ted Stevens, the BIA 
Office in Juneau finally committed themselves to giving us partial 
funding for a total of $40,000. The subsistence needs study 
requires $127,000.

This study has to be conducted before the International Whaling 
Commission (IWC) can consider Little Diomede as a bowhead whaling 
community, and the next IWC meeting will be held this May. We are 
hoping the needs study can be funded, and completed by May so that 
the Little Diomede case is presented to the IWC at that time, 
otherwise we'll have to wait another three years before this case 
is brought to the IWC again.

We are hoping to enlist your support, and if possible, help the 
village of Little Diomede by giving the study the necessary funding 
it requires. As you may know, bowhead whale hunting is important to 
the entire community, both physically and culturally. Our Office 
would appreciate any assistance you can give this crucial need. If 
you have any questions, please call me at 852-2392.

Sincerely,

Executive Director

cc: City of Little Diomede
Toby Anungazuk, Jr., AEWC Commissioner, Wales

— l a t e * . -  ■



D I O M E D E  CITY COUNCIL
D i o m e d e , A l a s k a  V ia N o m e  9 9 7 6 2  

686-0001
\

FEBRUARY 12, 1991

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  F o s t e r  

P . O .  B o x  1 6 3 0  

N O M E ,  A L A S K A  9 9 7 6 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F o s t e r :

T h e  L i t t l e  D i o m e d e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  r e c e n t l y  o a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  a q u o t a  

a l l o c a t i o n  f o r  o n e  B o w h e a d  W h a l e  p e r  y e a r  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  E s k i m o  W h a l i n g  C o m m i s s i o n

W e  h a v e  b e e n  r e q u e s t i n g  a  q u o t a  a l l o c a t i o n  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  s u c c e s s .

W e  h a v e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  h u n t e d  t h e  b o w h e a d  w h a l e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  i s o l a t i o n  w e  

w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  p r e s e n t  o u r  c a s e  f o r  a  w h a l e  q u o t a  b a c k  w h e n  t h e  o t h e r  w h a l i n g  

v i l l a g e s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  c a s e s  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W h a l i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  ( I W C ) .

T h e  A E W C  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  t o  o u r  r e q u e s t ,  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  u n a b l e  

t o  o b t a i n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  f u n d i n g  f o r  a  s u b s i s t e n c e  n e e d s  s t u d y .

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W h a l i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a  s u b s i s t e n c e  n e e d s  s t u d y  

b e  c o n d u c t e d  a t  L i t t l e  D i o m e d e  b e f o r e  t h e y  c a n  c o n s i d e r  t h e  q u o t a  a l l o c a t i o n  

r e q u e s t .

T h e  n e e d s  s t u d y  r e q u i r e s  $ 1 2 7 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  T h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  J u n e a u  

A r e a  O f f i c e ,  h a s  a g r e e d  t o  g i v e  p a r t i a l  f u n d i n g  o f  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  T h i s  w a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  

w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  S e n a t o r  T e d  S t e v e n s ,  b u t  a n o t h e r  $ 8 7 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  

c o n d u c t  t h e  n e e d s  s t u d y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  I W C  m e e t i n g  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  M a y .

T h e  q u o t e  o f  $ 1 2 7 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  f o r  t h e  n e e d s  s t u d y  w a s  g i v e  t o  A E W C  b y  S t e p h e n  R .  B r a u n d  

&  A s s o c i a t e s .  T h e y  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  n e e d s  s t u d i e s  f o r  B a r r o w  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  w h a l i n g  

c o m m u n i t i e s .

W e  w a n t  t o  s i n g  o u r  w h a l i n g  s o n g s ,  e n j o y  N a l u k a t a q ,  a n d  e a t  b l a c k  m u k l u k  a g a i n .

I f  t h e r e  i s  a n y w a y  t h a t  y o u  c a n  h e l p  u s  f i n d  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  n e e d s  s t u d y  w e  w o u l d  

b e  v e r y  g r a t e f u l .  T h a n k  y o u .

( A E W C )

M a y o r

E n c l o s u r e :  R e s o l u t i o n  9 0 - 1 1



A nc h o ra g e  D o l ly  N ew s F r id a y , M a rc h  1, 1991 E 7Whaling captains allocate ’91 harvest, seek quota increase
he Associated Pioss 
HAItROW —  Eskimo whaling 

nptalns linve ollocnled llils year's 
rlin lc harvest among the state's 
oBStal villages, nnU they said they . 
>111 ask the International Whaling 
lommisslon to Increase Alaska's 
rhate quota at Its May meeting.
Whalers also reiterated w o rrie s , 
bout potentia l offshore o il and 
as d rillin g and plans to respond 
o o il sp ills In the Arctic.
The whaling captains wound up

j)BiTUAKlKS

a three-day meeting In Darrow lost 
week by approving the same a llo ­
cation formula fo r the 1991 bcw- 
heod whale hunt that existed Inst 
year. The whaling villages w il l be 
allowed to land 41 whales and may 
take 47 strikes to land them.
Under the allocation, Savoonga 

and Gamble each W ill get four 
whales, Wales w ill gel one, K lvn ll- 
tin two. Point Hope six, Wain- 
wrlgh t five, Harrow IS and Nu- 
Iqsut and K ak lo v lk two each.

Whaling captains say they plan 
' to ask fo r an Increase In the 
Alaska quotq when the iH lema- ' 
tlonnl Whnlln? Commission meets , 
In f lay in Icelond. They sold they 
w ill propose raising the tota l to 72 
strikes to land 64 whales. •’

Dr. W illiam Evans, the outgoing \ 
U.S. commissioner on the In tem a -. 
tlo n a l W ha ling Comm iss ion , 
praised Eskimo whaien In Alaska 
fo r the way they have managed the 

" •  .....  I

whole hunt under LW.C. guide­
lines.
‘■"“ The’ "aborig ina l subsistence 
management brheinc has been In 
place forle lght years, end we have 
continued.1 to see Improved quo­
tas ," Evans said.
' "Wo also more Importon lly have 
seen Improved popu lation esti­
mates, Improved science, Increases 
in the population, and a level of 
cooperation between science, man­
agement and the user community

I !

that Is unique In the world ."
The wha ling captains, mean­

while, reiterated concerns about 
• the state's support fo r offshore o il 
and gns drilling .
"Together . . .  we must continue 

to push for an Independent envi­
ronmental assessment of the safety 
of d rillin g In orcllc waters," said 
North Slope Borough Mayor Jeslie 
Kaleak. Kaleak Is a whaling cap- 
taln.




