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H e i n r i c h  S p r i n g e r  
Bo x  2 3 2 1 1 4
Anchorage, Ak. 995.''3

3 0 / A p r l l / 9 2

To
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A k .

PosMt'- brand fax transmittal memo 7671 |»ot pagct ►

< Q i \ t d v j /  • J o n t r Fwm ffc tn y fp rir 'y t,'
Co' tftM urceS Co.

Dept. Phono*

Fax" t f i f  ~ 3 f l 2 Fox * ^ __,

S u b j e c t ;  CS HB 4 9 0  ( R e s o u r c e s )
" A n  A c t  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  s a l e  o r  p u r c h a s e  o f  p a r t s  o f  b e a r s  
a n d  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  b e a r  g a l l  

b l a d d e r , "

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  r e f e r e n c e d  b i l l  h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h i s  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  P l e a s e  e n t e r  my  f o l l o w i n g  
r e m a r k s  i n  t h e  r e c o r d  a n d  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e m  f o r  a m e n d m e n t / c h a n g e  
o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  b i l l .

I  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n c e p t  a n d  a i m  o f  t h i s  b i l l ;  I  a g r e e  t h a t  a n y  c o m m e r c i a l  

e x p o r t a t i o n  o f  o u r  g a m e  r e s o u r c e s  h , i 3  t o  h e  s t o p p e d .

S e c t i o n  1 ( e )  i «  o k

S e c t i o n  1 ( f ) : I  h a v e  s o m e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s :  i t  s e e m s  u n ­
r e a s o n a b l e  t o  me n o t  t o  a l l o w  u s a g e  o f  a n y  p a r t  o f  a  b e a r  t h a t  
h a s  b e e n  l e g a l l y  t a k e n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e ' s  g a m e  
r e g u l a t i o n s .  I  p e r s o n a l l y  u s e  t h e  m e a t  a n d  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  b e s i d e s  
t h e  s k i n  a n d  s k u l l  w h i c h  i s  r e q u i r e d  b y  S t a t e  l a w .

I  t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  b e  c h a n g e d  t o  a l l o w  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  b l a d d e r s  o r  o t h e r  
p a r t s  f r o m  b e a r s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  l e g a l l y  t a k e n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  
b a g  l i m i t  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  ADFG.  R e f e r e n c e  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  b a g l i m i t s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  n o t  a  f i x e d  n u m b e r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  g e t  c h a n g e d  f r o m  y e a r
t o  y e a r  f o r  v a r i o u s  g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a s  i n  t h e  S t a t e .

I f  t i g h t e r  c o n t r o l  i s  d e s i r a b l e ,  b l a d d e r s  c o u l d  b e  s c a l e d  b y  A D F G ,  j u s t  
a s  b e a r  6 k u l l s  a n d  h i d e s  h a v e  t o  b e  s e a l e d  n o w .  I t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a n  a d d i t ­
i o n a l  b u r d e n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  i f  i t  i s  d o n e  3 t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .

I  h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  p r i m a r y  s p o n s o r ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e n  
G r u s s e n d o r f ,  a n d  I  d o n " t  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a n y  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d i s a g r e e m e n t .
1 a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  a c t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,



Revision Date: 4/1/92_______

STATE OF ALASKA
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
No. 2
G /ersion:CSHB 490(RES) 
(H) Publish Date: -.A-10-92

Department Affected: Fish and Game 
BRU: Wildlife ConservationTitle: Prohibiting sale of bear parts and 

possession of more than one bear gall bladderComoonent: Wildlife Conservation 
Sponsor: Representative Grussendorf  ____________________________
Requestor: House Resources 
Expenditures/hevenues: (inousands of Dollars)

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 4 7

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY98
PERSONAL
SERVICES

0 0 0 0 0 0

TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & 
STRUCTURES

0 0 0 0 0 0

GRANTS. CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE FUND 
SOURCE:

0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING. (Thousands of Dollars) *
GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER FUND 
SOURCE:

0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS: •

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact: None
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

Prepared By: Geron Bruce
Division: Commissioner's Office
Approved by Commissioner 
Agency: Department of Fish and Game

Phone: 465-4100 
Date: 4/4/92

Date

CO M M ITTEE  C O PY

Distribution (by prap&rar): I n t j . Pin., Lcgl*lnti7« Sponsor, Raquastor, CHB/DDR, Cos’. Lagli. OSC., t Xapnctad A<j«ncy(iaa) .

R a r  1 0 / 7 / 9 1  _ L _
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C O N T IN U A T IO N  o f F IS C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S IS

Fo r  B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  No. C S H B  490 (ITT)

T h e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  on I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  and T o u r i s m  
s u b s t i t u t e  for H B  490 a m e n d s  AS 1 6 . 0 5 . 9 2 0  by a d d i n g  a new s e c t i o n  
that w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  the sale or p u r c h a s e  of p a r t s  of bears. A 
p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this p r o h i b i t i o n  w o u l d  be g u i l t y  of a c lass C 
felony. A l t h o u g h  the c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  of t h e  b i l l  a b a n d o n s  the 
c o n c e p t  of p r o h i b i t i n g  the i m p o r t  or e x p o r t  of a nimal parts 
c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  o r i g i n a l  bill, w h i c h  w e  f e l t  m i g h t  have 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  problems, we r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  
be  f u r t h e r  r e v i s e d  to c l a r i f y  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  s o m e  of the bill 's 
p r o v i s i o n s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  s t a t e  c r i m i n a l  law standards. 
D e p a r t m e n t  of L a w  a t t o r n e y s  a re a l r e a d y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  c o m m i t t e e  
staff to d r a f t  t h e  n e e d e d  revisions. W e  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  this 
bill w i l l  h a v e  a fiscal i m p a c t  for our d e p a r t m e n t ,  b e c a u s e  it seeks 
to c l a r i f y  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e x i s t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  to e x e r c i s e  a u t h o r i t y  
ov e r  t h e  s a l e  of g a m e  parts.

C O M M ITTEE  CO PY

p ag e of



FISCAL N O T E

Revision D a te :__________________________
Title: "An Act prohibiting the sale or purchase
of oarts of bears."________________________
Sponsor: Representative Grussendorf________
Requestor: International Trade and Tourism

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

NO. 3
Bill Version: CSI-IB 490(RES) 
(H) Publish Date: 4-10-92

Department Affected: Department of Law
BRU: Prosecution, Legal Services
Component: Prosecution - All
Legal Services - Operations
COM PONENT SERIAL

85 through 91, and 93

OPERATING FY 9 3 FY 9 4 FY  9 5 FY  9 6 FY  .97 FY 9 8

PERSONAL SERV ICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SU PPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRU CTU RES

GRANTS, CLAIM S

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - - 0 -

CAPITAL

REVENUE 

FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (T h o u san d s  o f D o lla rs)

GENERAL FUND -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 -

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

FUND SOURCE:

TOTAL

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 -

PART-TIM E

TEM PO RARY

E st im a te  o f cu rren t y e a r  im pact:

A N ALYSIS: (A ttach  a  se p a ra te  p age  if n e c e s sa ry .)  

P le a se  s e e  th e  a tta ch ed  a n a ly s is .

n
^ / x  . rx-̂ Av‘j~o 

Prepared by: R ichard  I. P e o u e s . D irector

Division: Administrative /Services 2
Phone: 4 6 5 - 3 6 7 2

i A -  7 -̂A\/Jz> 
A pproved by C o m m issio n e r: C har le s E. Cole. A ttorney/ General

7 - m l

Date: March 16. 1 9 9 2

Agency: D epartm en t of Law Date: March 16. 1992

Distribution (by preparer): Leg. Fin., Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. Ofc.,  & Im pacted  Agency(ies).

Rev 10 /07 /91  C O M M I T T E E  C O P Y  P a 9 C - J “ ° f



C O N T IN U A T IO N  o f F IS C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S IS

Fo r B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  No. ______ C S H B  490 (ITT)_______

T h e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  on I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  and T o u r i s m  
s u b s t i t u t e  for H B  490 a me nd s AS 1 6 . 0 5 . 9 2 0  by a d d i n g  a n ew s e c t i o n  
th a t w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  the sale or p u r c h a s e  of p a r t s  of bears. A 
p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  thi s p r o h i b i t i o n  w o u l d  be g u i l t y  of a class C 
felony. A l t h o u g h  t h e  c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  of t h e  b i l l  a b a n d o n s  the 
c o n c e p t  of p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  i m po rt  or e x p o r t  o f  a n i m a l  pa rt s  
c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  o r i g i n a l  bill, w h i c h  w e  f e l t  m i g h t  ha ve  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  pr oblems, w e  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  
be f u r t h e r  r e v i s e d  to c l a r i f y  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  s o m e  of the bill' s 
p r o v i s i o n s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  s t a t e  c r i m i n a l  l a w  standards. 
D e p a r t m e n t  of L a w  a t t o r n e y s  are a l r e a d y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  c o m m i t t e e  
staff t o  d r a f t  t h e  n e e d e d  revisions. W e  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  this 
bill w i l l  h a v e  a f is ca l i m pa ct  for our d ep ar t m e n t ,  b e c a u s e  it seeks 
to c l a r i f y  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e x i s t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  to e x e r c i s e  a u t h o r i t y  
ov er  t h e  s a l e  of g a m e  parts.

c o m m it t e e  c o p y

page 2 of 2
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S P E A K E R  O F  T H E  H O U S E

MEMORANDUM

To:

From:

Date:

Re:

Sen. Lloyd Jones 
C hairm an
Senate Resources Committee

Jen G russendorf 

April 22, 1992 

House Bill 490 (Resources)
"An Act prohibiting the sale or purchase of parts  of bears and 
prohibiting the  possession of more th an  one bear gallbladder."

This is to req u est a  Senate  Resources Com m ittee hearin g  of the  above 
referenced bill, of which I am  the prim e sponsor. I in troduced the  bill in  
response to a growing problem: the illegal traffic in  bear p a rts  -  particu larly  
bear paws and gallbladders. The traffic in  these p a rts  is  big business: in  some 
p arts  of Asia and the F a r  E ast, a  good quality bear gallbladder can sell for as 
m uch as $4600 per ounce, bear paw soup for $100 or more per bowl. I have 
a ttached  to th is  memo some recen t articles th a t  illu s tra te  th e  lucrative  
na tu re  of th is activity and the problems it  is causing.

Although i t  has been illegal to sell, purchase or b a rte r  bear p a rts  in  A laska 
since 1985, th e  prohibition  has been by B oard of Gam e regulation , the  
violation of which is only a  m isdemeanor. Because the profit potential for th is 
type of activity is so high, I believe th a t offenders are  willing to take the  risk  
of a m isdem eanor charge as a  "cost of doing business. H ouse Bill 490 
(Resources) m akes i t  a class C felony to traffic in  bear parts; the penalty  is up 
to five years in ja il and a  fine of up to $100,000. The bill also m akes i t  a class 
A m isdem eanor to knowingly possess more th an  one bear gallbladder.

The Resources Com mittee version of the  bill w as drafted  a fte r discussions 
w ith the D epartm ents of Law, Public Safety, and F ish  & Game, all of which 
support the legislation.

Thank you for your consideration of th is request.
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B IL L  NO : CSHB 490(RES) DATE: April 15, 1992
TITLE: An Act prohibiting the sale

or purchase of parts of bears 
and prohibiting the possession 
of more than one bear gallbladder.

CONTACT: Gayle A. Horetski 
Deputy Commissioner 
465-4322
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CSHB 490(RES) would make it a Class C felony offense for a person to knowingly sell, 
purchase, offer to sell, or possess for sde the meat, hide, claws, or other parts of a 
black or brown bear. While it is against the law to sell bear parts in Alaska now (see 
5 AAC 92.200(b)(2)), it is only a misdemeanor offense. The bill would also make it a 
Class A misdemeanor crime to knowingly possess more than one bear gallbladder.

Some Asian cultures prize bear gallbladders for their reputed medicinal or aphrodisiac 
properties, and bear gallbladders can be sold for hundreds of dollars each. Because of 
its geographical location and ties with the Pacific Rim, Alaska could become a crossroad 
for traffic in wild animal parts. This bill would help to safeguard Alaska’s bear 
population from illegal hunting fueled by the demand for bear parts in foreign countries. 
The Department of Public Safety supports CSHB 490(RES).

Richard L*jBurton 
Commissioner



APR-14-92 TUE 7:42 AK DEPT FISH & GAME/CO FAX NO. 9074652332

DEPARTMENT 07 F IS H  AMD GAME

POB IT IOH PAPER

Bill Number: CSHB 490

Sponsors R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Grus se n d o r f

Bill Title: "An act p r o h i b i t i n g  the sale or p u r c h a s e  o f  p a r t s  of 
bears and p r o h i b i t i n g  the p o s s e s s i o n  of m o r e  than one b e a r  gall 
bladder."

Depart m e n t  Position: The depart m e n t  s u p p o r t s  this legislatio n.

Legisl a t i v e  I n t e n t T h e  purpose  of this bill is twofold: to
increase the  p e n a lties for the unlaw f u l  sale of b e a r  parts, and to 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o h i b i t  the purchas e o r  sale of b e a r  p a r t s  by 
statute.

Effects of Legis l a t i o n  on Depar t m e n t  Programs: This l e g i s l a t i o n
would h a v e  no effect on the a c t i v i t i e s  of the department, as the 
sale or p u r c h a s e  of b e a r  parts is a l r e a d y  prohibited. It w o u l d  
p r eempt the Boa rd of Game's current s t a t u t o r y  d i s c r e t i o n  to a l l o w  
the sale or p u r c h a s e  of b e a r  parts. Presently, such a c t i v i t y  is 
prohibited, unless the Board of Game w e r e  to s p e c i f i c a l l y  a u t h o r i z e  
such a c t i v i t y  by regulation. T o  date, t h e  Board of G a m e  h a s  not 
a uthor i s e d  any sale of b e a r  parts.

This bill p r o h i b i t s  pos ses s i o n  of m o r e  t h a n  one gall b l a d d e r  of a 
bear. R e g u l a t i o n s  p r e s e n t l y  allow h a r v e s t  of u p  to s e v e n  b e a r s  in 
a c a l e n d a r  year. Some A l a s k a n  h u n t e r s  s a l v a g e  gall b l a d d e r s  for 
personal u s e — as m e d i c i n e  or for use as a tonic. Th is b i l l  w o u l d  
force h u n t e r s  to "waste" legally h a r v e s t e d  gall b l a d d e r s  a n d  to 
leave t h e m  in the field w h e n  a b e a r  is taken.

T he increase in fines w o u l d  b rin g the p e n a l t i e s  in line w i t h  the 
potential p r o f i t  to be h a d  from illegal t r a d e  in bear parts.

Date



K e tc h ik a n  D a i ly  News,

M a r c h  1 9 ,  1 9 9 2
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Poached bears re p o rte d
Fish and  W ildlife Trooper Tim Page! 

lias been investigating the lolling of five 
black bea' 3 th a t w ere  shot a n d  w asied  at 
the head of Caroll Inlet. T he bears w ere 
killed som etim e in  late Septem ber 1991. 
The poacher took very  little from  the 
animals, according to  a  p ress release 
from  the  A laska State ̂ Troopers/ The 
bears' bodies w ere found an d  reported 
b y  a  hunter, Pagel said. *•-' ' .

Pagel estim ated-that the  bears Were, 
dead fo r four days w hen  they, w ere 
discovered. The bears ' coats*were in  
prim e shape, Pagel said. O ne o f them  
was a large, trophy size bear, he  said.

The five bears w ere shot b y  a  poacher 
using a high pow ered  rifle, th e  release 
said. Pagelsaid the poacher used  a small 
skiff or canoe to  get up  the river a t the 
head of the inlet.

The Alaska Fish and W ildlife Safe­
guard Program  is offering a rew ard  of up 
to  $1,000 for inform ation th a t leads to  
the  arrest of w hoever is  responsible for 
killing the bears.

Pagel declined to specify for therecord 
w hat w as taken  from  the bears so as not 
to  com prom ise th e  investigation.



to m e v isiting  Soviets. m e ra iro a n x s  campus.   —

O f f i c e r s  s e i z e  1 7 3  b e a r  m a d d e r s  w o r t h  $ 1 7 5 , 0 0 0
The Associated Press

B e a r  g a l l  b la d d e r s  v a lu e d  u p  to  
$175,000 h a v e  b e e n  se ized  a t A n c h o ra g e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  b y  F is h  a n d  
W ild life  P ro te c t io n  o ffice rs .

T h e  173 g a ll  b la d d e r s  w e re  b e in g  
s h ip p e d  to  A n c h o ra g e  b y  a C a n a d ia n  
a n im a l  p a r t s  d e a le r ,  th e  s ta te  D e p a r t ­
m e n t  o f  P u b l ic  S a f e ty  s a id  in  a  re le a se . 
T h e y  w e re  s e iz e d  a t  th e  a i r p o r t  S u n ­
d a y .

T h e  s h ip m e n t  w a s  a d d r e s s e d  to  
C h a r le s  C h o i, 37, a n d  B ong  K im , 45.

b o th  of A n c h o ra g e . T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  
w o u ld n ’t s a y  if  th e  m e n  h a d  b e e n  
a rre s te d , b u t  s a id  th a t  p o te n t ia l  c h a r ­
ges a g a in s t th e  m en  in c lu d e  s m u g g lin g  
an d  v io la tio n s  o f  th e  E n d a n g e re d  S p e ­
cies Act.

A n b iv e s t ig a t io n  is  c o n tin u in g  b y  
F ish  and  W ild life  P ro te c tio n , th e  U .S . 
C ustom s S e rv ic e  a n d  th e  U .S . F is h  a n d  
W ildlife S e rv ic e .

I t  is b e lie v e d  th e  b la d d e rs  w e re  f ro m  
C an ad ian  b la c k  b e a rs  a n d  w e re  to  b e  
sh ip p ed  on to  A s ia . T h e  p u b lic  s a f e ty

d e p a r tm e n t  e s tim a te d  th a t  th e  stree  
v a lu e  o f  th e  p a r ts  in  A s ia  co u ld  be  a 
h ig h  a s  $175,000.

J o e  C a m p b e ll, a F is h  a n d  W ild lif 
P ro te c t io n  tro o p e r , s a id  T u e sd a y  th a  
th e  b la d d e r s  an d  o th e r  a n im a l p a r t  
a r e  u s e d  in  t r a d i t io n a l  A s ia n  fol! 
m e d ic in e s  to  t r e a t  a  v a r ie ty  o f ax. 
m e n ts ,  in c lu d in g  h e a r t  d is e a se , a r t h r  
t i s  a n d  b lo o d  d iso rd e rs .

C a m p b e ll  w o u ld n ’t  s a y  h o w  F is 
a n d  W ild life  P ro te c tio n  le a rn e d  o f th  
s h ip m e n t.
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G a llb la d d e r  d e m a n d  
g re a se s  b la c k  m a r k e t. . . . . .w-'v.f) ■ ■' r..i>By JOE HUNT

TIMESWWTEB ">

Poachers In the Lower 48 and black market en­
trepreneurs In Alaska are prospecting a potential 
goltLmlne 1c illegal animal parts, w ild life law en­
forcers said. ' . *• 1
The unwanted gallbladder from brown and 

black bears, le ft to decay In the Alaska bush, Is 
valuable In Aslan countries fo r its medicinal 
properties.
“ I t ’s almost getting to the point where It’s 

valued as ihuch as cocaine,”  said Dave Perrington, 
U.S. Fish and W ildlife Service enforcejment officer.
The highest quality gallbladders have been 

known to sell fo r as much as $4,000 an ounce In 
Korea, roughly 13 times the going price fo r gold.
C allbladders r.iore commonly sell Tor $200$1,000 

each on the Aslan market, acco rt'.ig to w ild life 
protection officers specializing in the animal parts 
trade.
In addition, bear paw soup, served at the best 

restaurants in Seoul, Is considered a rare cultural 
'. delicacy sold fo r $100 or more a bowl. • '

I t has been Illegal to sell bear parts In Alaska 
sin<je the mid-1960s. B u t the state’s abundance of 
animals and wide-open, year-round hunting season 
.creates an opportunity waiting to be exploited, they

"There are indications people are approaching 
hunters to keep the gallbladders (fo r sale .or 1 
trade )," said Chuck Parker, special agent w ith the 
U.S. Fish and W ildlife Service.
“ There's too much money to be made fo r people 

not to be dealing in this stu ff. I t ’s a big problem, but 
how big a problem we don't know,”  he said.
National Park Service rangers said they are 

aware of the potential in Alaska. 'T o  our knowl­
edge the problem in the parks Is to a large degree 
theoretical," said ranger Steve Shackelton. " I t ’s 
one of the nightmares we don't want to see occur 
up here."
Last month, a shipment of 173 black bear gall­

bladders from Canada, worth up to $1,000 each on 
• the Asian market, were seized at Anchorage In ter­
national A irport. The package, from a dealer In 

See Bears, page B5
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Continued Iroin page III

QUC1X.-C, wus oddresscd la Iwo 
Anchuruge men. 'Hie case Is 
under investigation end no 
charges luvc been lilcd .

Anolhcr Anchorage man, 
caught .smuggling 58 grizzly and 
black bear gall bladders through 
the Yukon Territory, pleaded 
guilty in March ISOO to illegally 
.exporting hear parts hum Cana­
da. Jay Ahn admitted to a White­
horse court he planned to sell the 
gallbladders, to Iriends and 
Oriental grocery stores In Alas­
ka. the prosecutor told the court. 
Ahn Was lined 56,COO and sen­
tenced to one day In jail.

In both cases the gallbladders 
were legally obtained In Cana­
dian provinces which allow the 
sale of animal parts. Violations 
occur when the gallbladders are 
transported without the proper 
(lermlls. Imported without notl- 
lying customs or possessed with 
Intent to resell them in Alasko, 
enforcement officials say.

Demand for outweighs supply, 
creating a market so lucrative 
that an underground network has 
developed connecting bear hunt­
ing regions of die U.S. with the 
population centers of Korea.

Poachers supplying the black 
market were responsible for 
devastating the bear population 
of Great Smokey Mountains Na­
tional Park In North Carolina be­
fore federal agents Infiltrated 
the network and ended the raids 
on the park. Two-thirds of the 
park’s 500 black bears were 
killed over three years, their 
paws and gallbladders removed.

Poaching for parts placed 
California black bears in such 
irouble that hunting was banned 
lor several years. A crackdown 
resulted in tcugher laws making 
it a felony to sell bear pans In 
California and one seizure of 
more than 70 gallbladders from a 
hunting BUlde. The black bear 
population there Is slowly recov­
ering.

Bill Cook helped lead the 
multi-agency force that cracked 
the black market ring responsi­
ble for killing two-thlnls of the 
black bears In the Great Smokey 
Mountains National Park. The 
National Park Service Investiga­
tor now teaches at the Federal 
Law Enforcement Training Cen­
ter in Glynco, Go., and . has 
taught about the bear trade in 
Alaska.

"Yes. Absolutely. There's a 
potential for a large problem 
there," be said.

"I do know there are people 
out there — like in Glennallen — 
selling gallbladders and who 
have gallbladders dzylng on the 
side of their cabins." he said. 
"Oh yeah. It's happening up 
there."

Alaska has year-round legal 
hunting for black bear in many 
parts of the state and a high 
oriental population to support a 
market for the sale of gallblad­
ders. he said The bear ports do 
not have to be smuggled out

The ofl-whne gallbladder, 
used by the bear to create en­
zymes for digestion, resembles a 
baseball-sized balloon filled with 
water when fresh Once it dries, 
it turns dark brown and shrinks 
to a teanlrop shape the size of a 
fig The bile inside hardens into 
molasses-colored crystals.

The bitter tasting gall is either 
cut into thin wafers to be eaten 
or ground into peppcr-hke gran­
ules to be sprinkled over food

Time* irftofs 6, DOUGLAI VAN BC6TH
Chuck Parker, special agent with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, displays a bear's dried gall­
bladder, which sells for $4,600 on ounce in Korea — 13 times the going price for gold.

Its healing properties are 
widely believed in Korea and 
other Asian countries, said 
Choonga "Chuck" Kim, a leader 
in the Anchorage Korean com­
munity. The bear gallbladder has 
been an important medicine in 
Asia for thousands of years, he 
said.

The 'Tllustraled Natural 
Drugs Encyclopedia," published 
in Korea, says a bear gallbladder 
has many medicinal uses. It 
helps reduce fever from Infec­
tious diseases, aids digestion, 
soothes stomach aches, cures 
hepatitis, dysentery and Jaun­
dice, and should be used for peo­
ple In a coma, though the book 
does not explain why.

Kim tasted bear gallbladder 
years ago when buying and sell­
ing animal pans was still legal In 
Alaska, lie tried it out of curi­
osity mostly, he said. Dipping ihe 
wafers In sugar could not mask 
its taste. "It was aw fully, awfully 
bitter. I could not tell what it did 
for me,"he said.

Bear gallbladder Is very rare 
in Korea, he said. Combine its 
rarity with Its reputation as a 
powerful natural mcdicLnc and it 
Is easy to see how It fetches top 
dollar. "It is valuable because 
they believe in it," he said.

Adult children often seek ge''s

for their aging parents afflicted 
with a terminal illness, Kim said.

Bear gallbladders are still 
being used as medicine in An­
chorage, Kim said. He said he 
does nol know where they are 
coming from, but there are le­
gitimate ways to get them In

Alaska. Gallbladder users can ei­
ther go hunting for their own 
bear or they can ask hunter 
Iriends to save the organ for 
their use. There is no law agaiast 
giving the gallbladder away.

A stale law which encourages 
the waste of gallbladders when
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there is a legitimate use for them 
does not make good sense to 
Kim. He said he would like to see 
the gallbladders made available 
as long as the bears were taken 
by legitimate means.
Oriental stores are no longer 

allowed to sell bear parts in any 
form. Pills and natural medi­
cines produced in Asia contain­
ing minute amounts of animal 
parts are as illegal as selling the 
galls outright.
Jun Ro, a grocer at Seoul 

Oriental Food Store in Anchor­
age, said people occasionally ask 
for the medicines. It is usually 
requested by children wanting to 
buy it for their parents, he said.
Investigator Cook said his re­

search of the Asian traditions has 
shown the gallbladder is prized 
for its powers to increase stam­
ina. It is not an aphrodisiac as is 
often rumored, he said.
Western medicine has shown 

bear gallbladders to have some 
potential for dissolving gall 
stones in humans, he said. But 
Cook cautioned that it would be a 
mistake to mix western medicine 
with traditional Oriental beliefs.
" I f I wanted to increase my 

stamina, in western medicinal 
thought I would take multiple 
vitamins,” he said. "In eastern 
culture, I would ingest certain 
anatomical parts of animals that 
exhibited great stamina —  like 
the black bear.”
The high price of the black 

market trade gives the black 
bear the same potential for ex­
ploitation as the black rhino of

Africa, Cook said. Poachers 
seeking the rhino’s prized hom 
for Oriental medicines have 
made it an endangered species.
Craig McClure inspects pack­

ages at Anchorage International 
Airport for the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to guard against 
illegal import and export of ani­
mals and their parts. He has con­
fiscated bear gallbladders and 
medicines made with black rhino 
and sees the correlation.
“ It ’s the same concern we 

have over black bears,” he said. 
“What happens when the market 
gets so viable people start to 
shoot black bears just because 
they can get X number of dollars 
for the gallbladders.” •
Hunting guides in Alaska used 

to be solicited by Asian dealers 
before the sale of animal parts 
was banned. Joe Klutch, presi­
dent of the Alaska Professional 
Hunters Association, said his 
assistant guides used to keep 
gallbladders as a way to make 
extra money during the guiding 
season. They could get between 
$75 and $300 for gallbladders, he 
said.
The remoteness of Alaska 

helps reduce the profitability of 
poaching. The most efficient way 
to acquire gallbladders would be 
through the guides, officials said.
All that has ended, Klutch 

said. " I haven’t even heard any­
one discuss it in the last two or 
three years. It ’s just nothing any­
body in the industry would want 
to risk.”
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concerns a re  represen ted  in one of 
the  o th e r lawsuits.

s bear population declines, trade in body parts expected to flourish
OCIATED PRESS

P R IN C E  G E O R G E , B r i t is h  
um bia — As th e  world’s bear 

pulation declines, illegal traffic 
the an im als’ p a rts  will increase 
d becom e m o re  lu c ra t iv e ,  a 
o v inc ia l g o v e rn m e n t offic ia l 
s.

“Every single b ear in the  world 
w orth  m ore dead  th a n  alive," 
vian Banei o f the  E nvironm ent 
in is try  sa id  a t  th e  B.C. T rap - 
rs’ Association’s w eekend con­

vention.
T h e  A s ia n  p ra c tic e  o f u s in g  

b e a r  p a r t s  fo r  m e d ic in e  a n d  
g o u rm e t food is  c e n tu r ie s  o ld, 
w ith som e uses traced back more 
th an  4,000 years, said Banci, ac t­
ing  fu r-cam ivore  sp ec ia lis t w ith 
th e  m inistry.

The five bear species in th e  1 1 
A sian coun tries w ith such  tra d i­
tions a re  all facing extinction be­
c a u s e  o f  o v e r h a r v e s t i n g  a n d

poaching, as  well a s  environm en­
tal th rea ts , sh e  said.

“Asia is ru n n in g  ou t o f bears,” 
she said.

B e a r  c u b s  a r e  so ld  in  so m e  
A s ia n  c o u n tr ie s  fo r $ 1 ,6 0 0  to  
$5,500. A s cu b s, th e y  a re  p e ts , 
W hen they  reach adulthood they  
a re  k illed  for th e ir  p a r ts , B anci 
said.

B ear paws, a gourm et delicacy, 
bring alm ost $600 a  p la te  a t  b an ­

quets  in South  Korea, she  said. In 
Taiw an, a bear is killed in front o f 
banquet guests  to prove they a re  
g e ttin g  w h a t they paid $2 ,000  a  
p late for.

As m any  a s  56 m edicines are  
ex trac ted  from bears’ gall, Banci 
said, w hich explains prices ran g ­
ing close to $3,000 for a  bladder.

A lthough th e  chemical in bear 
gall h as  been available sy n th e ti­
cally since 1955, she said, J a p a n ’s

m e d ic in e s  d e p e n d  on  n a t u r a l  
products.

T h o s i; d e m a n d in g  th e  re a l  
th ing  ai t* pu tting  p ressu re  on the 
world’s  liear population, e stim at­
ed a t  abou t 1 million, Banci said.

A lthough the  m in is try  know s 
poachers a re  shooting b e a rs  and  
re m o v in g  on ly  th e  h ig h -p r ic e d  
parts, she  said  it is impossible for 
th in ly  spread conser/ation officer! 
to patrol vast w ilderness areas.
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S a le  o f  h lack- bear g a llb la d d e rs  le a d s  to  m u rd e r
By BILL ORDINE
munwiiu »nww«i

com-In u place where homicide It exceptionally 
mon, the circumstances In Uic murder or 
llueng Gu I-ce In New York City were decided­
ly uncommon.

Lee was stabbed five times and his throat wes 
slushed In his Brooklyn apartment In October. But It 
wasn't the manner In which Lee died that made hla 
death unusual, but rather the suspected motive.

Police say the 3S-vear-old Korean businessman 
was probably killed tor his large cache of black-bear 
gallbladders.

Some Aslans prize bear gallbladders for their me­
dicinal use and as a reputedaphrodisiac. As a result, 
the demand for bear gallbladder* has recently driven 
the price for the organs to ostronc mlcal levels.
Though the sale of edltle game parts from animals 
taken In the wild is outlawed In Pennsylvania, the sale 
of animul organs Is legal In New York and Lee had 
been a supplier In the local Korean community, as 
well as nationally, for years.

The several dozen bear gallbladders taken from 
l-ee's apartment were worth (400 to 1000 each on the 
domestic market, according to law enforcement esti­
mates. Sold In a powdered form In pharmacies In 
Asia, they could be worth 30 times as much.'

"This is obvluusly a unique and challenging case," 
said New York Detective Thomas Dades who Is Inves­
tigating the slaying. "We're dealing with a subject 
(hat’s pretty foreign to us, but we do know that tho use 
of bear gallbladders Is surprisingly popular and 
there’s a lot of money involved."

That some of Lee's Inventory came from Pennsyl­
vania black bears Is a strong possibility. Pennsylva­
nia has the second-largest bear population in the 
Northeast United States next to Maine, and the Poco- 
nos have become a favorite haunt for suppliers to New 
York City's Aslan market.

In January, an 18-monlh Investigation by the Penn­
sylvania Game Commission bore fruit as officers 
cited seven people, all of Aslan extraction, hr either 
Illegally buying or possessing animal parti.

The commission's Investigation of illegal traffick­
ing In wildlife parts began In the fall of IW0 when po­
tential buyers began frequenting the check sbttona

Some Asians prize bear gallbladders for their medicinal use and as a 
reputed aphrodisiac. As a result, the demand for bear gallbladders 
has recently driven the price for the organs to astronomical levels.
where hunters register the bears they have killed dur­
ing the state’s three-day hunting season.

Commission authorities chased the buyers from 
the check stations, but that did not deter the traffick­
ers, who merely set up shop a mile or so down the 
road.

According to James Beard, an assistant director 
with the commission's bureau of law enforcement, the 
[ antics of the traffickers bordered on the comic.
I "We have videotape of these people all wanting to
have their picture taken with a dead bear, holding its 
i head up or holding the paws. They all wanted a turn," 
Beard said. "They use the pictures as a selling point 

I... that the gallbladder they're selling comes from this 
I particular bear."

In January, authorities filed charges against the 
1 seven people - Including a man and woman from El­
kins Park, Pa., - after searches of a molel-restaurant 
In Paradise Township, Pa., a grocery store near 
Stroudsburg, Pa., ana two private homes yielded con­
traband including bear gallbladders.

The resulting citations were for summery offenses 
that carry Ones and no tail terms. So far, two people 
have pleaded guilty and have been fined a total of 

, (20,838; four cases are pending, and a warrant has 
been Issued for & New Jersey man who cannot be lo­
cated.

Judy Mills, an investigator for the World Wildlife 
Fund, ffnds the penalties relatively meager and cer­
tainly not much of a deterrent. In ner own 18-month 
Inquiry Into the Illicit bear-parts market throughout 
Asia. Mills discovered that a bear gallbladder, freeze- 
dried and powdered, could bu sold overseas for more 
then (200 a gram. That works out to a yield of (18,000 
to (23,000 for a single gallbladder.

"The populations of the Aslan black and brown 
bear* have been decimated," Mills said. "In Korea, 
the bandfril of bean left are a national monument.

and it Is illegal to sell anything Iron) an Asian bear. 
But those countries still permit the Importation of 
North American bears. With prices like lhal, you can 
Imagine the pressure lhal will be put on the bear pop­
ulation here.

The chemical produced by bear gallbladders is 
ursodeoxycholic acid (UDCA), and bear gallbladders 
have been used as a popular Ingredient in Oriental 
medicine for3,000 years lo relieve human liver anil 
gallbladder disorders. The Japanese have been able lo 
synthesize UDCA, but traditionalists still crave the 
real thing.

To meet the demand for UDCA. the Chinese have 
begun to "farm" bears, keeping them penned in light, 
restrictive cages and surgically inserting a tube di­
rectly into the animal's gallbladder lo “milk" the 
valuable chemical.

So far, though, the most expedient way fur Asian 
users to obtain near gallbladders is (o import (hem 
from North America, where three-quarters of the 
world's approximately one million bears still prov.l.

Last week, bear experts from around the world 
met at a conference of the International Bear Associa­
tion in Missoula, Mont. At the conference, Mills and 
her husband, Chris Servheen, a biologist, presented a 
paper detailing the findings of thefi- investigations.

"Imagine this," Mills said. "There are about one 
. million bears in the world, and there are one billion 
potential users of bear galls."

The IBA governing body wenl on lo recommend to 
the Convention on International Trade and Endan­
gered Species of Flora and Fauna (CITES), a conser­
vation group (hat spawns treaties between govern­
ments. that It place the North American black bear on 
a list that would require origination documentation for 
Imported bear parts. CITES meets this montli in Kyo­
to, Japan.

Proponents of placing the North American black

bear In such ■( category say that it would help sluw the 
killing of Asim> bears - whose gallbladders ure al­
most Indistingi Ishahle from those of their North 
American coush .t - because merchants can easily 
pass off Aslan bear gallbladders as those of North 
American bears. The listing, proponents say, would at 
least discourage poaching in this country.

Stilt, the recommendation is not universally em­
braced, even among conservationists. For instance, 
Pennsylvania Game Commission bear expert Gary 
Alt is skeptical that the special listing would help 
much.

Alt said he believed the listing “just adds a layer of 
bureaucracy und much more paperwork to the task of 
managing wildlife, and it may Invite a lot of litigation 
because tlicrc is no evidence that the North American 
bear population has been reduced. I don't think this 
helps the animals or the people - unless you happen 
lobe an attorney."

"I've asked the question, 'How many game protec­
tors are finding bears in the forest with the 
gallbladders removed and their paws cut off?' (Bear 
paws are an Asian soup delicacy.) It's just not hap­
pening very much, and although it's an individual 
atrocity when it happens, statistically, it's not even 
measurable."

Commission law enforcement officials agree that 
there has been little, if any, evidence of outright 
poaching in the state for the purpose of supplying the 
Aslan market with bear parts. But (hey are concerned 
that the arrests In January may have been just the 
opening shot of an assault on Pennsylvania's bear 
population.

"Poaching - taking bears out of season, killing 
them in their dens, setting out bait - has been our 
concern," said David Overcash, a wildlife conserva­
tion officer in Monroe County.

"Locals hear about how much money is involved, 
and you don't know how that will make a difference If 
the prices I've seen are right, you could kill 10 bears, 
hop a plane (lo Asia) and make a quick quarlcr-of-a- 
milllon dollars."

Said Beard, "Considering the demand out there fur 
the gallbladders, people are going to (use) every 
means possible tu get bear."

Including, apparently, the murder of llaeug Gu 
Lee.



•n an y  leg a l issu es  in v o lv in g  
• o th e r  fo rm e r  c lie n ts  he  h a d  in  
.* v ea rs  he w as  in  p r iv a te  p rac- 
?r leav in g  A rco . because  th a t  
2 u n e th ica l.
stind of c o n ta c t w ith  A rco . an d  

: be cu t o u t o f th e  lo o p ,"  he 
‘h ica l p ro h ib itio n s  do no t per- 

. to set a tim e  fram e , a n a  say , 
re no lo n g e r a c l ie n t . ' "  

leav ing  A rco . B o n n e r w e n t 
v a te  p ra c tic e , f ir s t  fo r  a firm  
::n g  in in su ra n c e  defen se . T hen , 
w n. he d id  " a  l i t t le  b it  o f  o il

i. p ro b a te , e s ta te s  . . w h a t I 
escribe  as a g e n e ra l p ra c tic e ."

. M alone, fo rm e r  re v e n u e  com ­
er u n d e r  G ov . S te v e  C o w p er. 
:s u n u su a l fo r  th e  jo b  B o n n e r  
je  filled  b y  so m eo n e  w ith o u t 
a n t  ta x  e x p e r ie n c e ,  b u t  he  
see an  o b v io u s  co n flic t a r is in g  
sn n e r 's  A rco  p a s t.
.er w as o n e  o f  se v e ra l A rco 

a t to rn e y s ”  fro m  1983 to  1987. 
.n 't  do a n y  w o rk  on  ta x  o r

ro y a lty  issues fo r  A rco . a cco rd in g  to  
B onner a n a  c o m p a n y  o ffic ia ls . H e sp e ­
c ia lized  in  e n v iro n m e n ta l an d  la b o r  
m a tte rs .

N or w as B o n n er in v o lv ed  in  A rco 's  
h ig h -p ro file  p o lit ic k in g  th ro u g n  m uch  
of th e  1980s th a t  h e lp e d  e lec t le g is la ­
to rs  — m o stly  R e p u b lic a n s  — w ho 
••oted dow n r.ig h e r ta x e s .

" I  d id  no t g iv e  p o lit ic a l  a d v ice . ' 
sa id  B onner, w ho d e sc r ib e d  h im se lf  as 
an  ac tiv e  D em ocrat.

A t A rco. m e a n w h ile , th e  fo rm e r  a s ­
s i s t a n t  a t to r n e y  g e n e r a l .  W o rc e s te r , 
w o n 't be w o rk in g  on  a n y  ta x  o r  ro y a l­
ty  issues because th a t  a lso  w o u ld  v io ­
la te  ia w v e riy  e th ic s , s a id  S u sa n  A n ­
d rew s. an  A rco sp o k e sw o m a n .

"W o rces te r a p p lie d  fo r  an  o p e n in g , 
an d  he a iso  is n o w  a s e n io r  a t to r n e y ,” 
A n d rew s sa id .

"H e  is w o rk in g  on  a v a r ie ty  of 
m a tte rs . No ta x . N o r o y a l ty ,” A n d re w s  
sa id . " In  fac t, n o n e  o f  th e  is su e s  th a t  
he w as w o rk in g  o n  w h e n  he  w as 
w o rk in g  fo r th e  s t a t e . ”
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W A SH IN G T O N  -  Illeg a l 
b e a r  h u n t i n g  to  s e r v e  a 
f lo u r ish in g  A sia n  m a rk e t  is 
on  th e  in c re a se  a n d  d im in ­
ish in g  th e  w o r ld w id e  b e a r  
p o p u la tio n , a w ild life  g ro u p  
sa id  T h u rsd a y .

B ecause  o f in c re a se d  use 
o f  b e a r  fo r  food  a n d  m e d i­
c ine  in  11 A s ia n  c o u n tr ie s , 
th e  a n im a ls  " h a v e  f a r  m o re  
v a lu e  d ead  th a n  a l iv e .” sa id  
a s tu d y  p re p a re d  b y  T R A F ­
F IC  U SA . th e  w ild life  tr a d e  
m o n i t o r i n g  p r o g r a m  o f 
W orld W ild life  F u n d .

" U l t i m a t e l y ,  th e  b e a r ’s 
m a x im u m  eco n o m ic  w o r th  is 
rea lized  w h e n  i t  is  red u ced  
to  i ts  p a r ts  — g a ll b la d d e r , 
p a w s . h id e , c la w s  a n d  m e a t.
. . . T h e  s u m  o f  s a le a b le  
p a r ts  can  m a k e  a d ead  b e a r  
w o r th  S9.000 in  J a p a n .” it 
s a id .

T he g ro u p  s a id  i ts  s tu d y  is 
th e  f irs t-e v e r  o n  t r a d e  in 
b e a rs  a n d  b e a r  p a r ts  a lso  
n o te d  th a t  s ix  o f th e  e ig h t 
b e a r  species in  th e  w o r ld  a re  
su ffe r in g  a  p o p u la t io n  d e ­
clin e .

"T h e  A s ia n  a p p e t i te  fo r

a! S a f e  S e x  p a r t y

" I f  th e  p a r ty  co u ld  sav e
•So litfflc n n o  nr a a a

b ears  a n d  b e a r  p a r ts  h a s  
p laced  m o s t A s ia n  p o p u la ­
tio n s in  s e v e re  je o p a rd y ,"  
sa id  K u r t  Jo h n s o n , a b e a r  
e x p e rt w ith  T R A F F IC  U SA . 
"N ow  w e  h a v e  e v id e n c e  th a t  
b e a r  p o p u la t io n s  in  o th e r  
reg ions of th e  w o rld  a re  b e ­
ing h u n te d  to  s a t is fy  th a t  
d e m a n d ."

T he g ro u p  s a id  la x  en ­
fo rcem en t o f  h u n t in g  re g u la ­
tio n s in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  
c o m b in e d  w i th  s m u g g lin g  
m ak es  it  e a sy  to  e x p o r t  i l le ­
g a lly .

B e a r  g a l l b l a d d e r s  a r e  
used  in  t r a d i t io n a l  C h in e se  
m ed ic in e  to  t r e a t  h ig h  fe v e r, 
c o n v u ls io n s ,  h e m o r r h o id s ,  
h e p a tit is ,  c ir rh o s is ,  d ia b e te s  
and  o th e r  d ise a se s .

G o u rm e ts  f in d  th e  b e a r  
a p p e a lin g , to o ; WWF r e p o r t ­
ed th a t  b e a r  p a w s  a re  co n ­
s id e re d  a  d e licacy  in  T a i­
w an.

T he g ro u p  s a id  b e a r  c a r ­
casses a re  n o w  b e in g  fo u n d  
in th e  fo re s ts  o f  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s .  S o v ie t  U n io n  a n d  
C an ad a  w ith  o n ly  th e i r  g a l l ­
b la d d e rs  m iss in g .

T h e  s tu d y  re c o m m e n d s  
s t r e n g th e n in g  in te r n a t io n a l  
and  d o m e s tic  la w s  r e s t r ic t ­
ing b e a r  h u n t in g  as a  m e a n s  
o f p ro te c tin g  th e  U .S . b e a r  
p o p u la tio n .

p * v  v e t e r a n  t a  

S e w a r d  c h i e f  j o
By MARILEE ENGE
Caiiv N ews reooner

C apt. Tom  W alk er, a 23 -year v e te ra n  of t l  
age Police D e p a r tm e n t, w a s  o ffe re d  and ac< 
po n ce  enter job  in  th e  c ity  o f S e w a rd  on V\

W alker, w ho  g ra d u a te d  fro m  A P D ’s acadet 
a n a  rose th ro u g n  th e  ra n k s  to  becom e c 
d e tec tiv es , sa id  th a t  beco m in g  a  sm a ll tow n 
h is ca reer-long  go a l. If h is  h ir in g  is approv  
S e w a ra  C ity  C o u n c il on  M o n d ay  n ig h t, Walk 
w ould  s ta r t  w o rk  a f te r  th e  f i r s t  o f th e  yea

The 49-year-o id  o ff ic e r  w a s  se le c te d  from  
17 a p p lic a n ts  a n d  b e a t  o u t D a v id  B rossow . a- 
an d  a 17-year m e m b e r  of th e  S e w a rd  force 
cam e open  in  S e p te m b e r  w h e n  lo n g tim e  Cl 
B en card in o  re s ig n e d . H e h a d  e a r l ie r  been 
fo r  h is d e p a r tm e n t 's  m is h a n d lin g  o f a suspi 
case.

A ss is ta n t C ity  M a n a g e r  M ik e  Y an ez  sa id  W 
selec ted  fo r  th e  le n g th  a n d  b r e a d th  o f h is e 
W alk er m oved  fro m  p a tro lm a n  to  d isp a tch  s 
ro b b e ry  an d  a s s a u l t  d e te c tiv e , hom icide  
b u rg la ry  se rg e a n t a n d  p a t r o l  l ie u te n a n t. Ir 
w as assig n ed  to  d e v e lo p  A P D 's  f i r s t  specia. 
an d  tac tic s  u n it ,  w h ic h  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  called 
In te rv e n tio n  a n d  R esp o n se  T eam .

A fte r  fiv e  y e a rs  as h e a d  o f C IR T, W e  

p ro m o te d  to  c a p ta in  o f  d e te c tiv e s , w h ich  he 
“ b e s t jo b  in th e  A n c h o ra g e  P o lic e  D ep artm en  
he  su p e rv ise d  in v e s t ig a t io n s  in to  A nchora 
v io le n t and  h ig h -p ro f ile  c r im e s  a n d  freque 
m e n te d  on th e m  fo r  th e  m e d ia .

B u t he sa id  h e  n e v e r  a s p ire d  to  a  h ig h e r pc 
h is  s ig h ts  on th e  S e w a rd  jo b  a b o u t  10 year 
k eep s a p le a su re  b o a t th e re , h is  w ife  g rew  up 
tw o  b ro th e rs  liv e  th e re .

" I 'm  io o k in g  fo r  a s lo w e r  p ace , d iffe ren  
ch a lle n g e s ."  he  s a id . " N o t t h a t  I p la n  to 
office  w ith  m y  fe e t on  m y  d e s k .”

Y anez sa id  W a lk e r  w ill  m o s t c e r ta in ly  fin< 
pace  in  S ew ard . H e w ill s u p e rv is e  e ig h t p a tn  
fiv e  d isp a tc h e rs , f iv e  ja il  o ff ic e rs , a m oto 
c le rk  an d  an  a n im a l c o n tro l o ff ice r . Crim  
la rg e , co n s is ts  of " s m a l l  to w n  s tu f f ”  such a 
d riv in g , d o m estic  v io le n c e , th e f t ,  v a n d a lise  
fig h ts .

"V ery  ra re ly  do  w e  h a v e  a  r e a l  fe lo n y ,"  Y 
" I  c a n 't  re m e m b e r  a  h o m ic id e  s in c e  I ’ve bt

Missing hunter found on
The A s so c a ie a  P re ss

JU N E A U  -  T h e  C o a s t  
G u a rd  rescued  a lo s t  h u n te r  
on  B old  Is lan d  in  s o u th e a s t  
A la sk a  la te  W ednesday .

S c o t t  S u l l iv a n ,  30. o f  
K e tc h ik a n  w a s  r e p o r t e d  
o v e rd u e  W e d n e sd a y  a f t e r ­
noon b y  h is  b ro th e r . T he 
C o ast G u a rd  d is p a tc h e d  a 
41-foot rescue b o a t to  th e  
is la n d , fo u r  m iles  s o u th  o f  
K e tch ik an .

A c rew m an  on  th e  f ish in g

b o a t  S a b r in a , 
s p o tte d  Sulliva: 
th e  is la n d  and 
C o ast G u a rd  to 
T h e  C o ast G uar 
v a n  b a c k  to Ki 
ag en cy  sa id  in 
le a se  T hu rsd ay .

S u ll iv a n  sust 
c u ts  a n d  bruise: 
b lin g  in  the  d 
se r io u s  in ju ries 
G u a rd  sa id .
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f ,  S p e a k e r  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
A l a ' . k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f :

T h e  A l a s k a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  s u p p o r t s  C S H B 4 9 0  ( R e s o u r c e s )  w i t h  
t h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  d e l e g a t i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
r e g u l a t i o n  o f  g a l l  b l a d d e r s  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e .

We a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  s o u n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
( w i s e  u s e )  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  
p r o p e r  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  B o a r d s  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  p r o c e s s .
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