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CS HB 393 (RES) AM

I introduced HB 393 to correct a long standing situation that exists 
particularly in the rural areas of Alaska. This situation occurs when 
an Alaskan who is dependent on fish and game resources is unable to 
harvest those resources because of infirmities associated with 
advancing age or other disabilities. Oftentimes a family member, 
friend, or neighbor will illegally supply these individuals with fish 
and game resources as a purely humanitarian service. HB 393 
establishes a manner of legal access to the state's common property 
fish and game resources for those Alaskans that are effectively 
denied because of physical condition.

HB 393 would allow proxy hunting and fishing in behalf of senior 
Alaskan citizens. 65 years or older, and Alaskan residents with 
physical disabilities. Its enactment will legalize an activity that I 
believe is prevalent and necessary for many senior and disabled 
Alaskans. HB 393 is patterned after existing law allowing proxy 
hunting on behalf of the blind, AS 16.05.405.

Many improvements to the original version are incorporated into CS 
HB 393 (RES) AM that I fully endorse. Most of the improvements 
dealt with fish and game management and enforcement concerns 
expressed by house members in the HESS, RES, and FIN committees 
and by the management agencies. Attached is a sectional of the 
resource committee substitute. Its main features are the following:

1. A proxy hunter or fisherman must have in possession the 
individual's license or permit to harvest fish or game. In addition, 
the proxy hunter or fisherman must have in possession the 
individual's signed authorization to hunt or fish in behalf of the 
individual.



2. A proxy hunter or fisherman can only harvest for one additional 
person at any particular time. The possibility of a hunter or 
fisherman harvesting for him or herself and multiple proxy permits 
is prohibited.

3. All of the fish and game harvested by proxy must be delivered to 
the individual in whose behalf it was taken.

4. The Board of Fisheries and the Board of Game have specific 
authority to regulate seasons, areas, species, methods, et. al. for the 
occurrence of proxy hunting and fishing. A July 1, 1993 effective 
date for the bill allows the boards time to establish the regulatory 
structure prior to proxy hunting and fishing taking place.

This bill has great value for the health and welfare of our senior 
citizen and disabled Alaskans. It legitimizes what oftantimes 
occurs as a humanitarian act. Yet from the very beginning, I have 
maintained that strict enforcement and management tools are 
included to protect against potential abuses of proxy hunting and 
fishing. I believe these protections are in CS HB 393 (RES) AM.
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S U B J E C T : Sectiona l Sum m ary: C SH B  393  (R e so u rc e s ); , R e la t in g  to the 

tak in g  o f fish  or gam e by proxy and to sp ec ia l f ish  and gam e 

licen se s and perm its

T O : R ep re sen ta tiv e  Jerry  M ack ie

F R O M : G eorge U te rm o h le ^ / ^  

L e g is la t iv e  C ounse l

T h is m em orandum  is a  sec tiona l sum m ary  o f C SH B  393  (R e so u rc e s^  re la t in g  to the 

tak ing  o f f ish  and gam e by proxy and  to sp ec ia l f ish  and gam e licen se s and  perm its.

A  sectional sum m ary o f a b ill is not an  au thoritative  in terp retation  o f the b ill. T he  

b ill it se lf  is  the be st statem ent o f its contents.

Section 1 o f the b ill adds a  new  section  to A S 16 .05 , conso lidating p rov ision s re la tin g  

to sp ec ia l licen se s o r p erm its fo r a  person  who is b lind , a  person  w ith  physica l 

d isab ilit ie s, or a  person  who is  65  years o f age or older.

U nder current law  (A S  1 6 .0 5 .4 0 5 (b )) , a  p e rso n  who is b lind  can obta in  a  sp ec ia l 

hunting licen se  ind ica ting  that the licen see  is b lind . T he b ill m a in ta in s th is p riv ilege  

to rece ive a  sp ec ia l hun ting  licen se , bu t does not extend it to inc lude a sp ec ia l f is liin g  

licen se  or fish ing  perm its.

U nder curren t law  (A S  1 6 .0 5 .3 4 0 (f ) ) ,  a person w ith  physica l d isab ilit ie s  can  obta in  a 

certificate statin g  that the b eare r is a person  w ith  physica l d isab ilit ie s. T h is  certificate 

is to be carried  in conjunction w ith a  hunting licen se  when the licen see  is p a rtic ip a t­

ing in a  hunt for person s w ith  physica l d isab ilit ie s . T he b ill e lim in ate s the need  fo r 

a  spec ia l certificate  by p rov id ing fo r issu ance  o f a  re siden t hun ting  licen se , re siden t 

sport fish in g  licen se , re siden t sub sisten ce  fish ing  perm it, or re siden t p erson a l use 

fish ing perm it that ind icates that the licen see  or perm ittee is a person w ith  physica l 

d isab ilit ie s.

T he  b ill a lso  provides for issu ance  o f a residen t hunting licen se , re sident sport fish ing  

license , re siden t sub sistence fish in g  perm it, or re siden t personal use f ish in g  perm it



that ind icates that the licen see or perm ittee is a person w ho is 65 years o f a g e  or 

o lder. T h is p rov ision  a llow s a person who is 65 years o f age  or o lder to obta in  a 

sp ec ia l re siden t hunting licen se or re siden t sport fish ing licen se  i f  the person  w anted  

to pay the usual licen se  fee, but does not prevent the person from  qua lify ing  fo r the 

exem ption from the re siden t hunting or sport fish ing licen sing  requ irem en t under 

AS 16 .0 5 .400 (b ).

B y  prov id ing fo r the issuance o f spec ia l licen ses and perm its, it w ill b e  e a s ie r  fo r the 

D epartm ent o f Pub lic  Safety to police the tak ing o f fish  and gam e by proxy by 

e lim inating  the need for the enforcem ent officers in the fie ld  to determ ine w hether 

the person for whom  the fish  or gam e is be ing taken is qua lified  to benefit under 

A S 16 .05 .405 , a s am ended by sec. 2 o f the b ill.

Section 2 o f the b ill repea ls and reenacts AS 16 .05 .405 . A S 16 .0 5 .4 05  currently  

p rovides fo r the tak in g  o f certa in  gam e spec ies by proxy for a person  who is b lind . 

T he b ill rew rites AS 16 .05 .405  so that the requ irem ents for tak in g  o f f ish  o r gam e by 

proxy a re  v irtua lly  un iform  regard less o f w hether the fish  or gam e is taken  fo r a 

person  who is b lind , a person w ith physica l d isab ilit ie s, or a  person  who is 65 years 

o f age or older.

Subsection  (a ) provides that the tak ing o f fish  and gam e by proxy is sub ject 

to regu la tion s adopted by the Board  o f F ish e r ie s or the Bo ard  o f G am e.

Subsection  (b ) provides that a resident who ho lds a v a lid  hun ting  licen se  m ay 

take gam e on b eh a lf o f a person who is b lind, a  person w ith  physica l d isab ilit ie s , or 

a person who is 65 years o f age or o lder if  the resident p o sse sse s ( 1 )  a docum ent 

signed  by the person for whom the gam e is to be taken  which state s tha t the re sid en t 

po sse sse s the person 's hunting licen se or perm anent identification  card  in  o rder to 

take  gam e on b eh a lf o f the person and (2 )  the person 's re siden t hun ting  lic en se  or 

perm anent identification  card and the necessary taszs or perm its.« • W *

Subsection  (c ) provides that a resident who holds a va lid  noncom m erc ia l 

f ish ing license m ay take fish  on b eha lf o f a person w ith physica l d isab ilit ie s jot a f  

person who is 65 years o f age or older if  the resident po sse sse s (1 )  a docum ent signed  

by the person for whom the fish  is to be taken which sta te s that the re siden t 

po sse sse s the person 's fish ing license , f ish ing  perm it, or perm anent iden tification  card 

in order to take  fish  on b eh a lf o f the person and ( 2 )  the p e rson ’s re sid en t sport 

fish ing license , re siden t subsistence or personal use fish ing perm it, or p erm anen t 

identification card.
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Subsection  (d ) p rov ides that a residen t who take s f ish  or gam e by proxy sh a ll 

do so a s  though the re siden t w as the person for whom  the re siden t is tak in g  the fish  

or gam e.

Subsection  (e ) prov ides that a resident who take s o r attem pts to take  f ish  or 

gam e on b eh a lf o f ano ther person  may engage in fish ing  or hunting for h im se lf but 

m ay not take  fish  oi gam e for a th ird person w h ile  the re sid en t po sse sse s the  person  s 

licen se , perm it, identification  card and the person’s signed  docum ent or w h ile  the 

re sid en t po sse sse s fish  or gam e taken  on b eh a lf o f the person . T h is subsection  does 

not requ ire  physica l po sse ssion  o f the licen se , perm it, iden tification  card , signed  

docum ent, or fish  or gam e, but requ ire s m ere custody and control o f the licen se , 

perm it, identification  catd , signed  document, or fish or gam e, in order to bar the 

re siden t from  engag ing  in hunting or fish ing fo r a third party.

Subsection  (f )  requ ire s the resident who takes fish or gam e on b eh a if o f a 

person  to subm it reports as requ ired  by the com m issioner o f fish  and  gam e, to de liver 

fish  or gam e w ith in  a reasonab le  tim e to the person on w hose b eh a lf it w as taken , 

and  to re ta in  docum ents au tho riz ing  the tak ing o f fish  or gam e by proxy un til the fish  

o r gam e is delivered  to the appropria te person .

Section 3 o f the b ill rep ea ls AS 16 .0 5 .3 4 0 (f ) wh ich prov ides for the issu ance  o f a 

certificate  to a person  w ith  physica l d isab ilit ie s. AS 1 6 .0 5 .3 4 0 (f ) is no longe r needed  

as the re su lt o f Sec. 1 6 .0 5 .4 0 3 (b ). a s added by sec. 1 o f the b ill.

Section 4  o f the b ill p rov ides that the b ill takes effect Ju ly 1, 1993.

V io la tions o f the p rov isions o f A S 16 .05 .403  and 16 .05 .405 , a s enacted by secs. 1 and 

2  o f the b ill, are m isdem eano rs pun ishab le  under AS 1 6 .0 5 .4 3 0 (a ) -  by a penalty  not 

to exceed six m onths im prisonm ent, or a fine o f not more than S 1 ,000. or both.

If  I m ay be o f fu rther a ss istan ce , p iease  advise .

G Lhp l

9 2 - l5 6 .p lm
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-  AS 16.05.430(a) states:
(a) Except as provided in AS 16.05.420(b), a pci son who violates AS 16.05.330 - 16.05.420 or a 
regulation adopted under AS 16.05.330 - 16.05.420 is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction 
is punishable by a fine <>( .;oi more tna»i S1.000, or by imprisonment for not more than six months, 
or by both.
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FISCAL NOTE
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Title

STATE OF ALASKA
1 9 9 2  LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R e v i s i o n  D a t e :  ___________ Department Affected:

BRU: Wildlife Conservation

Fish and Game

Bill Version: CSHB 393 (RES
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PERSONAL SERVICES
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LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS
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