


Alaska State Legislature
SENATE

n n i A i v r  State Capitol
\ ,  R E P O R T  ON Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

C O N F IR M A T IO N  O F A PP O IN T M E N T S  <907>465-3701

March 30, 1992

The Honorable Richard I. "Dick" Eliason 
President of the Senate 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear President Eliason:

In accordance with AS 39.05.080, the Senate Resources Committee reviewed the 
qualifications of the following and recommends the appointments be forwarded to a joint 
session for consideration:

Official Business

Board of Fisheries 
Trefon Angasan, Jr. 

Larry Edfelt 
Thomas M. Elias

There were no stated objections to the named individuals. However, this does not reflect 
an intent by any of the members to vote for or against any of the appointments during 
any further sessions.

Respectfully,

_   _________________  /s/cT ^ — -
iair Senator Uotten
\



frc.n: r.esQurcccuii

BS DEGREE IN SOCIOLOGY

IN ST. PAUL. MN

PRSPERITY HEIGHTS 
SACRED HEART 
HILL HIGH SCHOOL 
MANKATO STATE UNI.

ST
ST.
ST.

PAUL, MN 
PAUL, MM 
PAUL, MN

MANKATO, MN

HISTORY
1971 OWNER OF THE DRAKE BAR IN NICOLLETT. MN. BEFORE 

I GRADUATED FROM COLLEGE. OWNED THE BAR FOR THREE YEARS. I 
STARTED TAXIDEP.MY AS A HOBBY IN 1970 WHILE TENDING BAR AND GOING 
TO SCHOOL. IN 1974 I MOVED BACK TO ST. PAUL AND WORKED FOR MY 
FATHER FOR A WHILE IN HIS SEWING MACHINE BUSINESS WHILE BUILDING 
MY TAXIDERMY BUSINESS PART TIME. IN 1976 I WENT INTO TAXIDERMY 
FULLTIME IN PRIOR LAKE, M N . I STAYED THERE FOR THREE YEARS 
BEFORE MOVING TO AITKIN, M N . IN 1979. WHILE IN AITKIN I HAD A 
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SHOP AND ALSO TAUGHT TAXIDERMY AT THE 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF TAXIDERMY IN NISSWA. M N . IN 1979 I WAS 
ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE MN. TAXIDERMY GUILD AND HELD THAT 
POSITION UNTIL I MOVED TO ALASKA IN 1983. I MOVED TO ALASKA TO

AND AM NOW RESIDING IN
ANCHORAGE. 'WHILE IN ALASKA T 3 EC AM E INVOLVED IN THE ALASKA 
3P0RTFISHIMG ASSOCIATION. I WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE ASA IN 
1985 AND CURRENTLY HOLD THAT OFFICE TODAY.

HUNTER FISHER TAXIDERMY INC. HAS BEEN AN ALSAKAN 
COMPANY FOR 23 YEARS SPECIALIZING IN FISH MOUNTING. I ALSO OWN 
ARTISTIC ANGLERS IN NISSWA, MN. WHICH IS MY GRAPHITE 
REPRODUCTION COMPANY.

I FEEL I WOULD 3E A GOOD REPRE5ENTATIVE ON THE 
BOARD OF FISHERIES BECAUSE OF MY INVOLVEMENT IN THE ALASKA
SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION AND THE COOK INLET FISHERIES COALITION, 
WHICH I HELPED TO FORM.

I WOLUD WELCOME THE CHANCE TO INTERVIEW AT ANY TIME 
FOR THIS POSITION.

SINCERELY;

V '

THOMAS M. ELIAS



R E S U M E

NAME: T r e f o n  A n g a s a n  Jr.

D A T E  O F  B IRTH: M a r c h  3, 1947

M A R I T A L  S T ATUS: D i v o r c e d

C H I L D R E N :  T h r e e

E D U C A T I O N :  G r a d u a t e d  S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  
A t t e n d e d  S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e

R E G I O N A L  C O R P O R A T I O N :  B r i s t o l  B a y  N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n

V I L L A G E  C O R P O R A T I O N :  A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a  C o r p o r a t i o n

S E L F - E M P L O Y M E N T :  O w n e r / o p e r a t o r ,B r i s t o l  B a y  S a l m o n  f i s hery

E M P L O Y E R :  B r i s t o l  B a y  N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n
D i r e c t o r  S h a r e h o l d e r  a n d  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s

D A T E  OF HIRE: January, 1977

E M P L O Y M E N T  HISTO R Y :  B r i s t o l  Bay A r e a  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o r p o r a t i o n
R e g i o n a l  D i r e c t o r

A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  Of N a t i v e s  
J O M  E v a l u a t o r
A s s i s t a n t  Di rector, H e a l t h  A f f a i r s  
R e p r e sent ative, A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  P o l i c y  
R e v i e w  C o m m i s s i o n  
G r a n t  W r i t e r

B r i s t o l  B a y  N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  
P r o g r a m  P l a n n e r  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

B r i stol B a y  H o u s i n g  A u t h o r i t y  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

B r i s t o l  B a y  Na tive C o r p o r a t i o n  
M e r g e r  C o n s u l t a n t

P O S I T I O N S  HELD: S o u t h  N a k n e k  V i l l a g e  C o u n c i l
S e c r e t a r y



S o u t h  N a k n e k  V i l l a g e  C o u n c i l  
Pr e s i d e n t  

Q i n u y a n g  Ltd
S e c r e t a r y  
P r e s i d e n t  

A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a  C o r p o r a t i o n
(merger of five V i l l a g e  C o r p o r a t i o n s )  

Pr e s ident

G r e a t  P a c i f i c  F i s h  C o m p a n y  
Se c r e t a r y  
P r e s ident

C U R R E N T  POSIT I O N S :  A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  of N a t i v e s  B o a r d
E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
C o n v e n t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
S u b s i s t e n c e  T a s k  Force, A l t e r n a t e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e

A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a  C o r p o r a t i o n  
S e c r etary
E x e c utive  C o m m i t t e e  

B r i s t o l  N a y  N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  
Board M e m b e r

P A R T Y  A F F I L I A T I O N : R e g i s t e r e d  R e p u b l i c a n



O FF IC E  OF TH E GOVERNOR 
P juc !i A 

Juneau, AlasLa 9 9 8 1 1

STATE O F  A L A S K A

BO A RDS AND COMMISSIONS RESUM E , c

INSTRUCTIONS

A separate app l ica t ion  is required fo r each position for wh ich  you apply. Com plete  and specific a n sw e rs  
w il l  aid in rapid and accurate processing of your resumS. The in itial de term inat ion  of whether you  
q u a l i fy  for the  pos it ion  specified w il l be based on th is  applicat ion .

Please type or p r in t  leg ib ly in ink. Fo .ward  to the above address. Be sure you r  answers are true . A 
w i l l fu l ly  false an sw e r  may result in your d isqua l if ica t ion  or removal from o ff ice  if  you are appo in ted .

Position  for w n icn  I am yfWAywvg:

n o r  P  f i t * '
Please list an y  otner Board o r  Com m ission  on w n icn  you  serve:

i^ame

Lc,rry T&l 1L
previous Nam e aocned unoer

M ailing A cd ress Residence A cdress

C it y . State anq_^ io  Code

H om e Teiepr.p.-.e

Tf̂ r'- n i l  nk0 ^i(nu,c
Business br Message Te iecn on e

REPO R T  A D O RESS AND TELEPH O N E CHANGES PR O M PT LY

2 9 .0 5 .1 0 0  requires tn a t a person aocom teo to a board or com m ission oe a registered v p te r c c rc re  tho last general election: 

A re  you a registered voter? □  NO

V o te r R eg istra tion  N um ber lO p t io n a ll So cia l S e c u r ity  Num oer (O p tio n a l)

Have you ever been con v ic ted  o f a m isdem eanor w ith in  tne oast five years o r a fe lony  w ith in  tne past ten years? O  Y E S  L * NO

I f  " Y 6 S “ , exp la in  tna c ircu m stan ce s  on  a separate sheet o f paoer and attacn it to tn is ap p lica tio n . A  co n v ic tio n  is not necessarily g rounds fo r 

d isq u a lif ica t io n . Th e  num ber o f  co n v ic tio n s , nature , recency  and re laticnsn ip  to the board p o sitio n  applied fo r w il l  be evaluated and a d e te rm in a tio n  

w ill be m ade a fte r a review  o f  a ll relevant facts.

A  p o licy  in  the G o verno r's  O ff ic e  perta ining to boards and cdmrnissions is that a member attend  at least 75%  o f the meetings. A re there  a n y  circum stances 

in  e ither y o u r  p ro fessional o r  personal life  w h ich  w ould  prevent you from  p artic ipa ting  at th e  required au th o rized  meetings? C l  Y E S  G ' t f o

I f  " Y E S " ,  exp la in  on a separate  sheet of paoer and attacn  to mis app lication .

This position m ay re o u ir*  th a t the m em oer travel to e ither urban or rural (o r  b o th ) areas. A re  there any c ircum stances w h ich  would p re ven t yo u  from  

partic ipa tin g ? »
/ V  9

C O N F L IC T S  O F  IN T E R E S T :  C e rta in  Boards ano Com m issions reouira fuit d isclosure of pen 

B o ara  o r C om m ission  lo r  w h ic h  you  are ap p ly ing , are you  w illing  to do so? C l
disclosure of personal financia l data unoer A S  9 9 .S 0 .Q IC . I f  re q u ire d  for tne

NO

Could  you  o r any m a rjb e r o f  yo u r fam ily  be affected f in a n c ia lly  b« decisions to b« maae b y  the Beard or Com m ission  for w nicn yo u  have applied? 

□  Y E S  S l C o  I f  " Y E S " ,  ix p ia in .

The Olfice of the Governor w ill not oiscrimir.ate against an icoiicanc fo r a Soars or Commission based an Sax. Age. National Origin. Marital oiaius. 
Pregnancy. Handtcao. ffeligion or Parenthood. _______

01-O'212/811



' T R a J n I n g  &■ E X P E R ^ ' I C E :  ( I I  resum e s c r e e n e d .  !c is not n acenary  to com o lete  items A-D l

A . L ist an y  p ro fess io n a l licenses, c e rt if ic a t io n s , or registrations and dates obtained  tfiat may be used as q u a lify in g  c r ite r ia :

3. L i lt  ao tn  fo rm a l ano in fo rm al ed u cation  and train ing exce llences : (U se  add itional oaoer if necessary)

UriiV

C . L is :  an y  co m m u n ity  service p o s it io n s , m um cioal governm ent p ositions , state positions r .e ld . 3nd list  any 3w aras rece ived . These include b dtn  com pensatec 
ar.a uncom oen satea  positions (fo r  exam p le , president of a service o rgan ization  or a m a v o r). A lso  inciuoe ler.gtn o f time serveo in tne p o s it io n s .

"Jow'J /ffca.ff' J e .r S y - f r * uM. /^rf- 7^ / ‘r t - i

i i ' i r x u j  /yJ&rtC S'i / ‘r T/

/<f rf-Av/c t f f f r * J e f t * f c v e   ̂ A v /  /S*f./Ar I  f  P  -

3 . - n a io v m c n t  wor< **u :c rv : s a ia .  unoa«c or va iuncary : (Uie ja c id o n j i  pac«*r if n«c«uarv)

n b r ' r C -  t < r U - l * f < .

? *> .{■ 0 w * t < H * u

The  O ff ic e  o f  tho  G overnor and the S ta te  of A lasxa  nave jn  A ff irm a tiv e  A c tio n  Eouas E m o lo v m e n t O o o o rtu m ty  Program . T o  assist in the p ro g ram , you  
are asxed to v o lu n ta r ily  answ er tna fo llo w in g  questions to orovioe tne in fo rm atio n  necessary fo r  reporting  purposes. U nder State and Fed era l la w , the 
in fo rm atio n  y o u  provide w ill n o t b e used to illegally o iscrim m att against y o u .

S E X

Male

G  c tm ele

.S 3 '
3 « * l »  H w h i

H N IC  B A C K G R O U N D  

W hite O  aiecx C  H ltoem c A la ix i  N ative Alien or P a c if ic  Islenoar A m erican  Indian

Data of B irtn

t0 • "2-7 «/».

M ilita ry  S«fv*c i ( I f  aooiicao la, ;iv «

CERTIFICATION : I iwear that the informat/on I have entered on this form is true to the best of my knowledge, I understand that if I deliberately 
conceal or enter false information on the form my aooiication may be rejected. I may be removed from the iist of eligible canoidates or I may be 
removed from the position. I agree that tne Office of the Governor may contact oresent or former emcioyers or other persons wno know me to 
co tarn additional information aoout my skills and aoilities. I understand tha. th* information on this aopiicaticn is puolic information and may

or 0 i : t l / 8 S I  Baca
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BOX 719
BETHEL, ALASKA 99559

J a n u a r y  9, 1992

S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S  COMMIT TEE 
S e n a t o r  L l o y d  Jones, Chairman 
S t a t e  Capitol 
Juneau, A k  99811

De a r  Sir:

T h e  Bethel N a t i v e  Corporation, r e p r e s e n t i n g  1760 Bethel area 
shareholders, o p poses the c o n f i r m a t i o n  of Mr. Lar ry E d f e l t  to 
t h e  A l a s k a  Board of Fish.

Mr. E d f e l t  has r e c en tly w o r k e d  to p l a c e  salmon reso urces on an 
a l l o c a t i o n  basis r a t h e r  t h a n  on a c o n s e r v a t i o n  basis. We 
b e l i e v e  this will have a m a j o r  a d ver se affect on tho se A l a skans 
w h o  d e p e n d  on the terminal fisheries for t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d  and 
subsistence. W e  b e l i e v e  that all u s e r s  of the r e s ource h a v e  a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for the c o n s e r v a t i o n  and m a n a g e m e n t  of the 
re s o u r c e  and to p lac e the b u r d e n  of m a n a g e m e n t  and conser v a t i o n  
on one group, es pec i a l l y  those w h o  p e r m a n e n t l y  reside in Alaska, 
is p a J antly unfair.

It is critical that you u nders t a n d  t h a t  S al mon retur n i n g  to the 
K u s k o k w i m  is the chief s u bsistenc e r e s o u r c e  and the chief 
e c o n o m i c  r e s o u r c e  of our shareholders. The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of the 
re s i dents of the Y u k o n - K u s k o k w i m  Delta are s i m i l a r l y  d e p e n d e n t  
on the s almon returning to thei r r e s p e c t i v e  rivers. R e c e n t  
d e c i s i o n s  b y  the Board of Fish ignore the needs of the p e o p l e  of 
th i s  r eg ion and Mr. E dfe lt has been a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t y  to that 
decision.

Pl e a s e  do not c o n f i r m  Mr. Larry E d f e l t  to the A l a s k a  Board of 
Fish.

W i l l i a m  C. Bivin 
P r e s i d e n t / C E O

cc: All Senate Resources Com mittee M e m b e r s  '

i

(907) 543-2124



TER R IT O R IA L  SPO RTSM EN , INC.
P.O. Box 20761 

Juneau, AK 99802-0761

F e b r u a r y  11, 1992

H o n o r a b l e  L l o y d  Jones 
P.O. Box  V  
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear S e nator Jones,

The T e r r i t o r i a l  Sportsmen, Inc., is a o r g a n i z a t i o n  of m o r e  than 
2900 citizens, p r i m a r i l y  from S o u t h e a s t  Alaska, t h a t  have joined 
t o g e t h e r  to p r o m o t e  the c o n s e r v a t i o n  and w i s e  use of fish and 
wildlife. W e  are an o r g a n i z a t i o n  of sportsmen. One of our
o b j e c t i v e s  is to p r o t e c t  and e n h a n c e  the o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for 
s p o r t s m e n  to enjoy  the c o n s u m p t i v e  a nd n o n - c o n s u m p t i v e  use of 
h e a l t h y  p o p u l a t i o n s  of fish and w i l d l i f e  in Alaska.

The T e r r i t o r i a l  Sportsmen ha ve a long h i s t o r y  of interest and 
a c t i v e  i n v o l v e m e n t  in m a t ters p e r t a i n i n g  to the r e g u l a t i o n  and use 
of A l a s k a ' s  fish and wildlife. The d e c i s i o n s  of the A las ka Boards 
of Fish and G a m e  d i r e c t l y  effect our members' oppo r t u n i t i e s  to use 
and e n j o y  fish and wildlife.

W e  w e r e  v e r y  p l e a s e d  w h e n  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l  a p p o i n t e d  Mr. Larry 
E d f e l t  to the A l a s k a  Board of Fisheries. We b e l i e v e  Mr. Edfelt 
brings to t h e  Board  a m u c h  n e e d e d  balance. His k n o w l e d g e  of 
A l a s k a ' s  sport fi sheries and the n eeds of sports fishers are well 
f o und ed in his long in volvement in these fisheries.

We n o w  seek y o u r  support to c o n f i r m  Mr. Edfelt. Th e enclosed 
r e s o l u t i o n  of the T err itorial Sportsme n e x p r esses our p o s iti on in 
this matter. We hope that  you will a gree w i t h  us that sports 
fishers  in A l a s k a  are e n t i t l e d  to e q u i tabl e and effe ctive 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on the A laska Board of Fisheries, and that Larry 
E d f e l t  a d m i r a b l y  fulfills this need.

Sincerely,

P r e s i d e n t



r r
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T O :  S e n a t o r  R ic h a r d  E l i a s o n  and 
R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  Ben  Grussendorf  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P .O .  V  (M S  3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

T h e  S i t k a  C h a r t e r  B o a t  O p e r a t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  3 0  l o c a l  
o p e r a t o r s .  O u r  b y - l a w s  r e f l e c t  o u r  c o n c e r n  to  m a i n t a i n  h e a l t h y  f i s h e ry 
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  th e  d e s i r e  to p r o v i d e  h i g h  q u a l i t y  c h a r t e r s  for  o u r  c l i e n c s .  
W e  h a v e  f u l l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  th e  l a t t e r  b u t  o n l y  p a r t i a l  c o n t r o l  o f  the  fo r m e r .  
W e  e n t r u s t  m a n a g e m e n t  of  A l a s k a ’s i m p r e s s i v e  f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e s  to  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s .

W e w e r e  t h e r e f o r e  p l e a s e d  w i t h  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l s  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  f o r m e r  
A D F & G  b i o l o g i s t  L ar r y  E d f e l t  to t h e  B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s .  W e  tr u st  h i s  
e x p e r t i s e  a n d  a b i l i t i e s  in  s p o r t  f i s h i n g  e n d e a v o r s  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  the 
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  u s e r s  of  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s .

W e  u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  the  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  L ar r y  E d f e l t  to  the B o a r d  of  
F i s h e r i e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

W i l l i a m  L .  F o s t e r ,  P r e s i d e n t  K e n t  H a l l ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t

S I T K A  C H A R T E R  B O A T  O P E R A T O R S  A S S O C I A T I O N



Ketchikan Marine Charters , Inc.

F e b r u a r y  4, 1 9 9 2

S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  

S e n a t o r  L l o y d  J o n e s ,  C h a i r m a n  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P . O .  B o x  V (M S 3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  J o n e s ,

K e t c h i k a n  M a r i n e  C h a r t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  a s k s  t h a t  y o u  j o i n  u s  

in s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  of L a r r y  E d f e l t  to 

T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  c r i t i c a l  

i s s u e s  c o m i n g  u p  t h i s  y e a r  in S o u t h e a s t  a n d  o t h e r  a r e a s  t h a t  

n e e d  h i s  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  p r e s e n c e  o n  t h e  B o a r d .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e  1y ,

representing Alaska’s largest sportfishing charter boat fleet

T o m  R a m i s k e y ,  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t

P.O. Box 7896. Ketchikan, Alaska 99901



P.O. Box 5898, Ketchikan, A K  (907) 247-2427
February 5, 1992

Senator Lloyd Jones 

Alaska State Legislature 

P.O. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Senator Jones:

The Tongass Sportfishing Association (TSA), Chapter 573 of Trout Unlimited 

membership is w r i ting you this letter concerning confirmation of Larry Edfelt to 

the Board of Fisheries. Our organization totally supports Mr. Edfelts appointment 

and confimation to the Board of Fisheries. Larry Edfelt's background, knowledge, 

and ability to listen to both sides of an issue make him an excellent member in 

the Board of Fisheries. TSA strongly encourages you to support Mr. Edfelt during 

his confirmation hearings.

Sincerely,

Dale Holzmeister 
Chairman



TERRITORIAL SPORTSMEN, INC.
P.O. BOX 20761 

Juneau, A l aska 99802

P hone (907) 789-2399 
F AX (907) 586-6020

R E S O L U T I O N  92-01

WHEREAS, t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Sportsmen, Inc. is an o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 
A l a s k a n  s p o r t s m e n  d e d i cated to t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and wise 
u s e  of fish and wildlife; and

WHEREAS, t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Sportsmen, Inc. h a s  a long h i s t o r y  of 
i n t e rest and a ctive involveme nt in m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to 
t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  and use of A l a s k a ' s  fish and wildlife; and

WHEREAS, d e c i s i o n s  by the A laska B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  d i r ect ly 
a f f e c t  the Te rritorial  S p o r t s m e n  m e m bers' o p p o r t u n i t y  to 
u s e  and e n j o y  fish and w i l d l i f e  resour c e s ;  and

WHEREAS, t h e  Territorial Sportsmen m e m b e r s h i p  is e n t i t l e d  to
e q u i t a b l e  and ( "ective r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on the Alaska
B o a r d  of F i s h e r  s; and

WHEREAS, t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Sportsmen s t r o n g l y  a p p r o v e  of G o v ernor
H i c k e l ' s  r e c e n t  a ppointment of Mr. L a r r y  E d f e l t  to the
A l a s k a  Board of Fisheries;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l  and the Alaska
S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  take  immediate a c tion to c o n f i r m  Mr. L a r r y  Edfelt
to the A l a s k a  Board of Fisheries.

///ZL
Date



To: Senate Resources C o m m i t t e e

Lloyd Jones, Chair

From: Native V i l l a g e  of Elim

RE: B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s

Confirmation Hearings - Larry Edfelt

Chairman Jones and Members:

We strongly request that your committee NOT confirm 

the nomination of Mr. E d f e l t  to the 'Board of Fisheries 

for the following reasons: v

1.) Prejudice against Subsis t e n c e  -

Mr. Edfelt is on the Board of Fi sheries public record 

during the Juneau March 1992 m e e t i n g  commenting that SPORT 

fishing in Nome s u bdis trict should be left open while the 
Subsistence Fisheries w e r e  shut down. By this comment ho 

implied, that in his o p i n i o n  (as a biologist!), catch and 

release sport fishing is an a c c e p t a b l e  harassment of 
d epressed brood stocks - even in light of the Subsistence 
P riority Law, w hi ch m a n d a t e s  curtailing all non-subsistence 

harvests prior to any s u b s i s t e n c e  restrictions. His comment 

as a b io l o g i s t ; also implies that sport fishermen are not 

bound y the laws d e s i gned to p r ote ct d e p r essed Brood stocks 

and to comply wi th the s u s t aine d yield p o l i c y  which is the 

very backbone of annuall y ren ewable natural resource m a n a g e­
ment.

2.) Credibility as a b i o l o gist w i t h  in tegrity -
A. ) Mr. Edfelt has c o n s i s t e n t l y  voted in favor of 

continuing mixed stock fisheries, even when those same mixed 

stock interceptions have been shown to be the only logical 

reason why some of the smaller stocks are being dangerously 
de p le ted by the mixed stock interceptions. Examples;

I.) Area M - False Pass i n tercep tion of AYK Chum 

Salmon stocks - Area Z S u b d i s t r i c t  3, SD.l.

II.) Dutch Harbor Food & Bait Fishery - Four 
different studies point to this mixed sto ck interception for 

depletion s of N e lson Island herring.
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2.) B.) As a biologist formerly with the ADF&G, he 

has shown an a p p a llin g lack of respect for the conclu sions 

of former collea gues who state, for the P u b l i c  Record, that 

there are no in-stream, environmental, or any user related 

reasons to a c count for depressed brood stocks- see testimony 

of Mr. Charles Lean - Biologist ADF&G - Nome, - Bethel 

Board of Fisheries - Fe bruary 1992.

3.) R e q u i r e m e n t s  of Proof -
Mr. Edfelt would  rather side with v e r y  tenuous a s s u m p t i o n s 

built on ex trapolation s to account for 86.7% of unknown, poorly 
publicized, unreported tags, rather than w i t h  the empirical 
proof prov ided b y  the 13.3% actual reported tags to justify his 

m a i n t e n a n c e  of the status quo of the c h u m  cap. He?’uses '

p _ ,Z~. X T ~  T T T - T  '' *’ " j  these g u e s s t i m a t e s  to

justify his increasing the chum cap to 700,000 - in light of 
testimo ny which proves significant biolog i c a l  linkage to the 

de p r essed and endangered (as evidenced by the d r a s t i c  m a n a g e­
ment regime propose d for Subdistricts II t S3 - Area Z for ] 9 'j 2) 

brood stocks of Northern Norton Sound.

4. Sharing the Culpability, for damage to depressed stocks - 

If you, as a resource committee, c o n f i r m  Mr. Edfelt to serve 

on the Board of Fisheries, then you, as Legislators, are 

buying into the lack of cred i b i l i t y  w h i c h  plagues the Alaska 
Depart ment of F i s h  & Game as a result of their recent lack of 

m a n a g e r i a l  inte grity in actively p r o t e c t i n g  danger o u s l y  

depressed brood stocks.

Thank you,
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DT; A p r i l  28, 1992
TO: All L e g i s l a t o r s  ^ / y
FR: L o r e t t a  Bullard, K a w e r a k  I n c o r p o r a t e d  f 

PO B o x  948, Nome, A K  99762, 443-5231 "
SU: B o a r d  of Fi sh and Game A p p o i n t m e n t s

I u r g e  y o u  to vote against c o n f i r m i n g  L a r r y  E d f e l t  to the 
B o a r d  of Fish. Mr. Edfelt's desire to l e a v e  catch and 
r e l e a s e  f i s h i n g  open ir. N o m e  w h i l e  c l o s i n g  subsistence 
fishing for chums, is a v i o l a t i o n  of A l a s k a  Sub sis t e n c e  
Statutes. His consisten t v o t e s  to s u s t a i n  m i x e d  stock 
fishe r i e s  even if w e a k  stocks are in p e r i l  - is contrary 
to the s u s t a i n e d  yield principle.

I u r g e  y o u  to v o t e  against c o n f i r m i n g  Don H a n k s  to the 
Bo a r d  of Game. In reviewing comments m a d e  by H a n k s  during 
the M a r c h  31, Board of Game meeting, I am a p p a l l e d  at his 
attitude. H e  refers to s u b s i s t e n c e  users as "the other 
side" and e r r o n e o u s l y  states tha t A l a s k a  has a S ub sistence 
Board. H e  als o seems to be u n d e r  the i m p r e s s i o n  that the 
B o a r d  of G a m e  is r e sponsible  tc r e p r e s e n t  m a j o r i t y  views 
w h e n  it c omes to Game management, w h e n  in fact the Board 
of G a m e  m u s t  also make d i f f i c u l t  d e c i s i o n s  to protect 
s u b s i s t e n c e  in the face of o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y  interest 
in the sam e stocks. His s o l u t i o n  to some of the very 
serious issues facing the A l a s k a  Board of G a m e  is (and I'm 
qu o t i n g  from the transcript) : "and the o n l y  w a y  we're
g o i n g  to c h a n g e  this system around and quit s e p a r a t i n g  our 
p e o p l e  is to tell these p e o p l e  to go to hell that are 
w r i t i n g  this stuff. What I'm s u ggesting is w e  h a v e  to vote 
on th is stuff is 'take no action' t h r o u g h  hal f of these 
d a m n  propos a l s . "

I w ould e n c o u r a g e  you to c o n s i d e r  a n o t h e r  individual for 
this seat. We need an individual on the Board of Game who 
is k n o w l e d g e a b l e  of the issues and w h o  shows  tact and 
d i p l o m a c y  in his or her handling  of issues.

I e n c o u r a g e  y o u  to confirm T r e f o n  A n g u s o n  and T o m  Elias to 
the Board of Fisheries. The y have p r o v e n  t h e m s e l v e s  to be 
thoughtful, k n o w l edgeable individuals who will fairly 
c o n s i d e r  all aspe cts of a fishing issue b e f o r e  m a k i n g  a 
d e c i s i o n .
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W E S T E R N / I N T E R I O R  A L A S K A  F I S H E R I E S

P . O .  BOX 219  
BETHEL, AK. 9 9 6 5 9

COALITION
M a r c h  30, 1 9 9 2

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A t t n .  L l o y d  J o n e s  - C h a i r m a n  

P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  Ak. 9 9 8 0 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  J o n e s :

W e  h a v e  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  b e  
t a k i n g  u p  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  M r .  L a r r y  E d f e l d t ’B c o n f i r m a t i o n  t o  

t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s  a t  i t * B  m e e t i n g  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  W e  

s t r o n g l y  u r g e  t h a t  y o u  a n d  y o u r  f e l l o w  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  d o  all 

in y o u r  p o w e r  t o  p r e v e n t  Mr. K d f e l d t ' s  c o n f i r m a t i o n  t o  t h i s  

B o a r d .

W o  h a v e  h a d  t h e  {u n )f o r t u n a t e  p r i v e l e d g e  o f  o b s e r v i n g  M r .  E d f e l d t  

in a c t i o n  o n  t h i s  B o a r d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  a n d  i t  h a s  

b e c o m e  r e a d i l y  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  h e  is u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  

H i s  u s e  o f  m a t h e m a t i c a l  a c r o b a t i c s  a n d  s e l e c t i v e  r e a s o n i n g  i n  t h e  

d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  t.o t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  s p e c i a l / s i n g u l a r  

i n t e r e s t s  in t h e  f a c e  o f  w e a k l y  s u p p o r t e d  b i o l i g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  is 

i n  i t s e l f  e n o u g h  t o  w a r r a n t  t h i s  a c t i o n .  M o r e  t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  

t h e  m a t t e r  h o w e v e r ,  w e  f i n d  t h a t  t h e s e  a c t i o n s  c i r c u m v e n t  s o u n d  

b i o l o g i c a l  m a n a g e m e n t  p r i n c i p l e s  r e g a r d i n g  c o n s e r v a t i v e  a c t i o n  in 

t h e  f a c e  o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n / s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  a n d  s u b s i s t e n c e  

c o n c e r n s  as n o t o d  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

M r ,  E d f e l d t  h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  v o t e d  t o  s u s t a i n  m i x e d  s t o c k  

f i s h e r i e s  e v e n  w h e n  w e a k  s t o c k s  t h e y  a f f e c t e d  w o r e  in p e r i l ,  H i s  
jvist.i f i c a t i  o n  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  b i o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  iri j u d g i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  h i g h l y  q u e s t i o n a b l e ,  I n  t h e  D u t c h  

H a r b o r  h e r r i n g  f o o d  a n d  b a i t  f i s h e r y  t h e r e  w e r e  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  

s t u d i e s  p o i n t i n g  t o  p o t e n t i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  D u t c h  H a r b o r  

m i x e d  s t o c k  f i s h e r i e s  a n d  d e c l i n i n g  N e l s o n  I s l a n d  s t o c k s .  

E d f e l d t  s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  not. e n o u g h  c o n c l u s i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  h i m  

t o  r e s t r i c t  o r  c l o s e  t h i s  f i s h e r y ,

I n  t h e  S o u t h  P e n i n s u l a  J u n e  f i s h e r y  t h a t  t a k e s  c h u m s  a s  

b y c a t c h  at F a l s e  P a s s ,  E d f e l d t  d i s r e g a r d e d  f o u r  p r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s  

( B u r e a u  o f  B i o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  - 1 9 2 5 ;  I n t i  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r i e s  

C o u n c i l  - 1 9 5 6 - 6 2 ;  U . S .  K i s h  & W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  1 9 5 9 - 6 2 ;  A k . 
D e p t ,  o f  F i s h  & G a m e ,  C o n r a d  S c a l e  P a t t e r n  A n a l y s e s  - 1 9 8 3 )  w h i c h  

all B h o w e d  f a c t u a l  a n d  i m p e r i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  J u n e  c h u m s  

in t h e  S o u t h  P e n i n s u l a  a n d  W e s t e r n  A l a s k a .  I n s t e a d  E d f e l d t  

a d v o c a t e d  t h e  h i g h l y  q u e s t i o n e d  a n d  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  O N E  Y E A R  ( 1 9 8 7 )  

t a g  s t u d y  a s  b e i n g  c o n c l u s i v e  a n d  p u r p o r t e d  a n o  d i r e c t  h a r m  

re. 3 a t  i o n  s h i p .

1
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O n t he N o r t h  B i d e  of the A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a  f o u r  s t u d i e s  by 
A D F & G  s i n c e  1 98 6 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  as m u c h  as  70+ p e r c e n t  of the 
S o c k e y e  t a k e n  by t he  A r e a  M d r i f t n e t  f l e e t  in t h i s  a r e a  w e r e  of 

B r i s t o l  B a y  o r i g i n .  Mr. E d f e l d t  s a i d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  wa s  
i n c o n c l u s i v e .

D u r i n g  B o a r d  d e l i b e r a t i o n  in F e b r u a r y  Mr, E d f e l d t  c o m m e n t e d  

t h a t  s p o r t s  f i s h i n g  in the N o m e  e u b d i s t r i c t  s h o u l d  b e  l e f t  o p e n  
e v e n  t h o u g h  s u b s i s t e n c e  f i s h e r i e s  w e r e  c l o s e d  d o w n  due to 
a n t i c i p a t e d  f a i l e d  e s c a p e m e n t s .

On an a l l o c a t i o n  i s su e a f f e c t i n g  h i s  o w n  i n t e r e s t s ,  ( s p o r t s  
c h a r t e r  v e r s u s  t r o l l  f i s h e r i e s )  Mr. E d f e l d t  a r g u e d  t h a t  th e 

n u m b e r  of s p o r t s m e n  a nd  e c o n o m i c s  a l o n e  s h o u l d  p r e d i c t a b l y  r e m o v e  

t h e  h a r v e s t  a d v a n t a g e  by an e x i s t i n g  fl ee t.  G i v e n  t h e  n a t u r e  of 
t h i s  e x p a n d i n g  f i s h e r y ,  the s t a t e m e n t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a b i o l o g i c a l l y  
i r r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n .

It is p a i n f u l l y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  Mr. E d f e l d t  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  u n l e s s  

t h e r e  is o v e r w h e l m sng i n f o r m a t i o n  to w a r r a n t  n e g a t i v e  a c t i o n  on 
an e x i s t i n g  f i s h e r y ,  he s h o u l d  v o t e  f o r  t h e  E t a t u s - q u o .  G i v e n  
the d e c l i n i n g  a m o u n t  of m o n e y  a v a i l a b l e  to th e s t a t e  for 
r e s e a r c h ,  the  e s c a l a t i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  d e p r e s s e d  st o c k s ,  and 

t h e  m a n y  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  f i s h e r i e s  m a n a g e m e n t ,  
f u n d i n g  m a y  n e v e r  be a v a i l a b l e  to i r r e f u t a b l y  p r o v e  t h e  full 
i m p a c t s  of  t h e s e  c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

O u r  f i s h e r i e s  a c r o s s  the s t a t e  a n d  the p e o p l e  w h o  r e l y  u p o n  t h e m  

c a n n o t  a f f o r d  to h a v e  s o m e o n e  on a B o a r d  s u c h  as t h i s  w h o  d o e s  

n o t  see t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  to m a n a g e m e n t  as a n  o p t i o n ,  and 

i n s t e a d  c o m p o u n d s  the  p r o b l e m s  by a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  m a n a g e m e n t  
a c t i o n s  w h i c h  e n d  up p l a c i n g  m a n y  of t h e s e  f i s h e r i e s  in a cri t e3  
r e s p o n s e  mo de.  It is in e v e r y o n e ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  Mr, 
E d f e l d t ’s c o n f i r m a t i o n  be d e n ie d.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,
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