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The proposed amendment will greatly simplify the collection of
th® surcharge. The prior language required the surcharge to be
collected from both the bills of local phone companies and
Alasaom, GCI, and any other interexchange carriers in the
state. This amendment Bhould reduce the administrative
complexity of surcharge collections and reduce customer
confusion b simgly having one surcharge appear on a phone
customer’'s local bill.

The Committee substitute haa added the recommended language
"speech-impairedl to AS 42. 5296 so that all references to

deaf and hard of hearing would be expanded to include speech-
impaired (see enclosed). The addition of this language rglgs
us in line with the Americans with Disabilities Act of
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Alaska Telephone Association
3305 Arctic Blvd./Suits 102
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

907)563-4000/FAX (907)562-3776
Jack H Rhyner ¢ ) ( ) Gordon Parker

President Executive Director

February 28, 1992

Hon. Drue Pearce
Alaska State Senate
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Pearce:

Thanks so much for vyour prompt response to the request for
expedited treatment of SB 408.

As you know, this bill is a non controversial, technical amendment
to resolve difficulties 1in administering the hearing and speech

impaired surcharge and 1in avoiding customer confusion. As the
statute now stands, two surcharges must be applied: one to the
local bill and one to the toll bill. SB 408 will simply provide
for one surcharge. Passage of SB 408 will not affect either the

level of service provided to the hearing and speech 1impaired nor
will it alter the total to be collected in the surcharge.

As you know, the Alaska Public Utilities Commission requested and
endorsed SB 408. I want to assure you that industry supports it as
well. I can speak on behalf of the local telephone companies. I
have also been assured by Alascom and GCI that they, too, believe
it will relieve what 1is otherwise a very complex and expensive
administrative problem. Additionally, Commissioner Mark Foster has
informed me that the Alaska Association for the Deaf has endorsed

the bill.
We did ask for expedited treatment of this legislation. We
appreciate your response to that request. It was necessary to make

the request since we must start billing the surcharge in April.

If you need any additional information, please call. Meanwhile,
thanks again, Drue, for your help.

Sincerely,





