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CC SS 408

The proposed amendment w i l l  g r e a t ly  s im p lify  th e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
th® surcharge. The p r io r  language required the surcharge to  be 
c o l le c te d  from both the b i l l s  o f  lo c a l  phone companies and 
Alasaom, GCI, and any other interexchange c a r r ie r s  in  the  
s t a t e .  This amendment Bhould reduce the a d m in is tra t iv e  
com plexity o f  surcharge c o l l e c t io n s  and reduce customer  
confusion  by simply having one surcharge appear on a phone 
custom er's lo c a l  b i l l .

The Committee s u b s t i tu te  has added the recommended language  
"speech-impaired1' to  AS 4 2 .05 .296 so th a t  a l l  r e fe r e n c e s  to  
deaf and hard of hearing would be expanded to  in c lu d e  speech-  
impaired (see  e n c lo s e d ) . The ad d it ion  of t h i s  language b rings  
us in  l in e  with the Americans w ith  D i s a b i l i t i e s  Act of 1S91
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H o n .  D r u e  P e a r c e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

T h a n k s  s o  m u c h  f o r  y o u r  p r o m p t  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  
e x p e d i t e d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  S B  408.

A s  y o u  k n o w ,  t h i s  b i l l  i s  a n o n  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  t e c h n i c a l  a m e n d m e n t  
t o  r e s o l v e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g  a n d  s p e e c h  
i m p a i r e d  s u r c h a r g e  a n d  i n  a v o i d i n g  c u s t o m e r  c o n f u s i o n .  A s  t h e  
s t a t u t e  n o w  s t a n d s ,  t w o  s u r c h a r g e s  m u s t  b e  a p p l i e d :  o n e  t o  t h e
l o c a l  b i l l  a n d  o n e  t o  t h e  t o l l  b i l l .  S B  4 0 8  w i l l  s i m p l y  p r o v i d e  

f o r  o n e  s u r c h a r g e .  P a s s a g e  o f  S B  4 0 8  w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t  e i t h e r  t h e  
l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g  a n d  s p e e c h  i m p a i r e d  n o r  
w i l l  i t  a l t e r  t h e  t o t a l  t o  b e  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  s u r c h a r g e .

A s  y o u  k n o w ,  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  r e q u e s t e d  a n d  
e n d o r s e d  S B  408. I w a n t  t o  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  i n d u s t r y  s u p p o r t s  it as 
w e l l .  I c a n  s p e a k  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  l o c a l  t e l e p h o n e  c o m p a n i e s .  I 
h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  a s s u r e d  b y  A l a s c o m  a n d  G C I  t h a t  t h e y ,  too, b e l i e v e  

it w i l l  r e l i e v e  w h a t  is o t h e r w i s e  a v e r y  c o m p l e x  a n d  e x p e n s i v e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o b l e m .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  M a r k  F o s t e r  h a s  

i n f o r m e d  m e  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  D e a f  h a s  e n d o r s e d  
t h e  b i l l .

W e  d i d  a s k  f o r  e x p e d i t e d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  W e  
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h a t  r e q u e s t .  I t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a k e  
t h e  r e q u e s t  s i n c e  w e  m u s t  s t a r t  b i l l i n g  t h e  s u r c h a r g e  i n  A p r i l .

If y o u  n e e d  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c a l l .  M e a n w h i l e ,  
t h a n k s  a g a i n ,  D r u e ,  f o r  y o u r  h e l p .

S i n c e r e l y ,




