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3  - / /

The Honorable Richard /. E/iason 
President of the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear President Eli a son:

Under the authority of art. Ill, s»c. 18, of the Alaska Constitution, / am 
transmitting a bill that will clari,/ the Department of Labor's authority to implement 
special federal unemployment compensation programs.

The bill adds a new subsection to AS 23.20.080 to clarify the Department of 
Labor's authority to implement additional unemployment compensation programs 
upon a determination by the Commissioner of Labor that the program will be 
beneficial to the state and its citizens. This will allow the department to act 
promptly to obtain benefits for the state as they are made available through 
changes in the federal unemployment compensation program.

AS 23.20.005 allows a liberal construction of the Alaska Employment Security Act 
(AS 23.20), and AS 23.20.080 currently promotes federal-state cooperation, 
directing the department to adopt regulations to obtain all advantages available 
under 26 U .S.C . 3303 and 3304 (Internal Revenue Code) and the Wagner-Peyser 
Act (29 U .S.C . 49). The Emergency Compensation Act of 1991 (P.L. 102-164) 
was signed into law by the president on November 15, 1991. It made 100 
percent federal funding available to the states for an emergency unemployment 
compensation program. However, the state was just about to "trigger on" to an 
extended unemployment benefits period (under AS 23.20.408) under which only 
50 percent federal funding would be made available to the state. Under the new 
federal law, a state entering an extended benefit period was required to "trigger 
off" extended benefits in order to proceed with payment of the new emergency 
unemployment compensation.
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The department found it necessary to adopt an emergency regulation, effective 
December 10, 1991, to "trigger off" the extended benefit period and thus qualify 
for the emergency unemployment compensation money. Paying benefits under the 
extended benefits program would have placed an additional cost on Alaskan 
employers and burdened Alaska's unemployment trust fund account 
(AS 23.20.130; AS 23.20.135). Preserving the trust fund account could result in 
lower tax rates for employers under Alaska law. Additionally, some claimants 
eligible for the federal emergency unemployment compensation program would 
qualify for more benefits under that program than they would under the state's 
extended benefits program. It is estimated that Alaska will be able to save from 
$3.5 - $7.5 million by "triggering off" the extended benefit p^.iod to receive the 
federal emergency compensation money. Although the Department of Labor 
considers that existing / I S  23.20.005 and 23.20.080 provide authority for the 
emergency action, explicit authority for the department to act under these, and 
similar, circumstances is desirable.

Section 2 of the bill provides that the authorization in sec. 1 is retroactive to 
December 1, 1991, and sec. 3 provides an immediate effective date. These 
sections provide clarification for the Department of Labor's emergency regulation.

The explicit authority provided by this bill will more clearly authorize the 
department to maintain the "triggered off" status. The emergency regulation,
8 A AC 85.045, will expire on April 7, 1992. For this reason, / urge your prompt 
consideration and passage of this bill.



UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 
AT-A-GLANCE

$1000 in the base period with at least $100 outside the highest quarter 
of wages.

Must have worked in at least two quarters.

Able and available for work each week claimed.

FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR EXTENDED AND EMERGENCY UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION

STATE E L IG IB IL IT Y  REQUIREMENTS

Must have earned 40 times the regular weekly benefit amount.

Must have not been disqualified for separating from an employer.

Have a more proscribed work search each week.

If living out of state, only two weeks are payable if that state is not 
paying extended benefits.

BENEFITS FOR ALL PROGRAMS

A claimant will qualify for a minimum of $44 per week to the maximum of 
$212 per wee/..

Dependent's allowance for children under 18 of $24 per dependent up to 3 
dependents.

REGULAR BENEFITS

The claimant may be eligible for 
a minimum of 16 weeks to a maximum 
of 26 weeks during the benefit year.

EXTENDED BENEFITS

A claimant will be eligible for 
additional weeks equal to one-half 
the regular entitlement, or an 
an additional 8-13 weeks.

EMERGENCY UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION (EUC)

A claimant qualifies for 16, 18, or 
20 weeks, dependent on the regular 
entitlement, less any EB paid.

Initially a claimant must have exhausted 
regular or extended benefits, or had the 
benefit year end after 3/1/91 to be eligible.

D epartm ent o f  Labor
1 /2 3 /9 2

FUNDING SOURCE

UI Trust Fund 
or

Direct bi1 led to 
reimbursible employers 
(Gov't and non-profits)

1/2 UI Trust Fund and 
1/2 Federal Funding 

or
100% Direct billed to 
reimbursible employers 
(Gov't and non-profits)

100% Federal Funding
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Alaska ilate fficgtslature
Senate District L

A 1  A d a m s

Official Business

WHILE. IN SESSION 
I’O. Box V 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska *19811 

(■>07)465-3707

OUT OF SESSION 
BO. Box 333 

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
(907)142-3245

TO: All Senators

F R O M :  Senator A1 A d a m s

RE: A m e n d m e n t  to Senate Bill 3 4 9

D A T E :  February 7, 1992

Attached is an a m e n d m e n t  to Senate Bill 3 4 9  that I believe satisfies all

concerned with this bill.



February G, 1992

D r u e  - 

Re: S B  349

A t t a c h e d  is t h e  a m e n d m e n t  A d a m s  h a d  d r a f t e d .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  
t w o  c o n c e r n s :

1. T h e  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  c l a u s e  is c o m p l e t e l y  g o n e .  T h e y  s u p p o r t  
C o t t e n ' s  a m e n d m e n t  w h i c h  v/ould r e s t r i c t  t h e  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t o  AS  
2 3 . 2 0 . 3 3 0 - 4 0 9 .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i t  s e c t i o n s .

2. (b)(4) in t h e  A d a m s  a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  t i e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s
h a n d s  if Concjress a n d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  a c t e d  w h i l e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
w a s  in s e s s i o n .  It w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  a u t h o r i z i n g  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  A d d i t i o n a l l y  t h e  1 1 5 t h  d a y  w i n d o w  o n l y  a l l o w s  a 5 
d a y  b i l l  p a s s a g e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  e n d  o f  s e s s i o n .

J u d y  K n i g h t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  s p e a k  w i t h  C o t t e n  a n d  A d a m ' s  o f f i c e s .
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Official Business

Alaska ̂ tatc liEgtslaturc
Senate District L

A 1  A d a m s

WHILE IN SESSION 
P.O. Box V 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907)465-3707

OUT OF SESSION 
P.O. Box 313 

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
(907)442-1245

TO:

F R O M :

W h o m  It M a y  C o ncern 

Senator A1 A d a m s

RE: Senate Bill 349

D A T E :  February 6, 19 9 2

Attached is proposed language for Senate Bill 3 4 9  that clarifies wh a t  the

D e p a r t m e n t  of L a b o r  can d o  in regards to u n e m p l o y m e n t  compensation 

pr o g r a m s  in the absence of legislative oversight.

This language w a s  suggested by our legislative legal department as a w a y  

to avoid the unconstitutional problems in the original language and yet

preserve the ability of the department to act u p o n  these pro g r a m s  w h e n

necessary.

A  m e m o r a n d u m  regarding the various legal problems in the original 

\ersion is forthcoming from the legal department and will be sent u p o n  

receipt.
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Cramer

02/06/92

OFFERED IN THE SENATE BY SENATOR ADAMS
TO: SB 349

Page 1, lines 5 through 11:
Delete all material and insert:

"(b) After notifying the legislature and other interested parties of its intent, the 
department may implement an unemployment compensation program not otherwise provided for 
in this chapter in accordance with this subsection. The program may be implemented only if

(1) the program is authorized by the United States Secretary of Labor,
(2) the governor approves the implementation in writing;
(3) the commissioner of labor determines that the program will result in the 

receipt of additional federal money to carry out the purposes of this chapter and will produce a 
net monetary gain to the state and its people; and

(4) the state receives the notification from the federal government that the 
program is available when the legislature is not in regular session or after the 1 15th day of a 
regular session."

A M E N D M E N T
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AMENDMENTS SB 3 4 9  BY PEARCE , , s a J O & s
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•r

Pg.  1 ,  Ln. 5 .
2>J

" ^ N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o £ _ £ h i - s - o h a p t e r ,  t -J^he  

d e p a r t m e n t ,  a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  may | t a k e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  t o  e x p e d i t e  a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e ]  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f ]?  a n  u n em p lo y m en t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p r o g r a m  n o t  

o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r , "

Pg .  1 ,  Ln. 11 f o l l o w i n g  " s u b s e c t i o n . "  a d d

"The d e p a r t m e n t  may a c t  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  o n l y  i f  t h e  

p r o g r a m  w i l l  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  w i t h o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f rom  

t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d . "



F L O O R  C O M M E N T S  F O R  SE N A T E  B IL L  349

SEN A TE BILL 349 A D D S A N EW  SU BSECTION TO AS 23.20.080 TO 

C L A R IF Y  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A B O R 'S  A U T H O R IT Y  T O  

IM P L E M E N T  A D D IT IO N A L  U N E M P L O Y M E N T  C O M P E N S A T IO N  

PROGRAM S U PO N  A  D ETERM IN A TIO N  BY  THE CO M M ISSIO N ER OF 

LA BO R TH A T T H E  PRO G RA M  W ILL BE BEN EFICIA L TO  TH E STATE 

A N D  ITS CITIZENS. TH IS W ILL A LLO W  TH E DEPA RTM EN T TO ACT 

PRO M PTLY  TO  O B T A IN  BENEFITS FO R TH E STATE AS TH EY  ARE 

M A D E  A V A IL A B L E  T H R O U G H  C H A N G E S  IN  F E D E R A L  

U N EM PLO Y M EN T CO M PEN SA TIO N  PROGRAM S.

T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  F O U N D  IT  N E C E S S A R Y  T O  A D O P T  A N  

EM ERG EN CY  R E G U LA TIO N , E FFEC T IV E  D EC EM B ER  10, 1991, TO 

"TRIGGER O FF" E M E R G E N C Y  U N EM PLO Y M EN T C O M PE N SA T IO N  

M O N EY . PA Y IN G  B E N E FIT S U N D E R  T H E  E X T E N D E D  B E N E FIT S 

PR O G R A M  W O U L D  H A V E  PL A C E D  A N  A D D IT IO N A L  C O S T  O N  

A L A S K A N  E M P L O Y E R S  A N D  B U R D E N E D  A L A S K A 'S  

U N E M P L O Y M E N T  T R U S T  F U N D  A C C O U N T  (A S 2 3 .2 0 .1 3 0 ; AS 

2 3 .2 0 .1 3 5 ). P R E S E R V IN G  T H E  T R U S T  F U N D  A C C O U N T  C O U L D  

RESU LT IN  LOW ER T A X  RATES FOR EM PLOYERS UNDER ALASKA 

LAW . IT  IS E ST IM A T E D  TH A T A L A SK A N  EM PLO Y ERS W ILL BE



A BLE TO  SA VE FROM  $3.5 - $7.5 M ILLION BY "TRIGGERING OFF" 

T H E  E X T E N D E D  B E N E F IT  P E R IO D  TO  R E C E IV E  T H E  F E D E R A L  

EM ERG EN CY  C O M PEN SA TIO N  M ONEY.

A D D ITIO N A LLY , SO M E CLAIM A NTS ELIGIBLE FO R THE FEDERAL 

E M E R G E N C Y  U N E M P L O Y M E N T  C O M P E N S A T IO N  P R O G R A M  

Q U A L IF Y  FO R  M O R E B E N E FIT S UNDER T H A T  PR O G R A M  T H A N  

T H E Y  W O U L D  U N D E R  T H E  S T A T E 'S  E X T E N D E D  B E N E F IT S  

PROGRA M .

IN  T H E  FIR ST N IN E W EEKS O F TH E PROGRA M  7,138 IND IV IDUA LS 

H A V E  R E C E IV E D  E U C  B E N E F IT S  T O T A L L IN G  M O R E  T H A N  

$5,188,000.

TH IS W EEK  CON GRESS IS H O LD IN G  HEARINGS O N  LEG ISLA TIO N  

P R O V ID IN G  F O R  A D D IT IO N A L  W E E K S  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  

U N EM PLO Y M EN T C O M PEN SA TIO N  O R R E V ISIN G  T H E  PR O G R A M  

TO A D D RESS TH E U.S. ECO N O M Y .

/ t P J )



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

3 I I I C SlCCift, Sllilr; 1 IjO 
Aru hotnqi', Al.isk.i 99503 

(907) 5&1 2038 
I AX: (907) 561 4194

During Session: 
P.O. Box V 

Juneau, Alaska 9981J 
(907) 465-4993 

'•AX: (907) 463-5352

S en a to r D ru e  Pea rce
D is tr ic t  G

TO: A L L  S E N A T O R S

FROM: S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e

DATE: F e b r u a r y  5, 1 99 2

RE: S e n a t e  B i l l  34 9 - "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n
o f  s p e c i a l  f e d e r a l  programs; f or  u n e m p l o y m e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ;  
a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f or  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . :

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w s  th e D e p a r t m e n t  of L a b o r  t o  i m p l e m e n t  
e m e r g e n c y  u n e m p l o y m e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  
t h e y  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  by  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  L a b o r  if 
t h e y  a r e  of b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  s t a t e .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  a u t h o r i t y  is u n c l e a r  in c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  a n d  
c o u l d  c a u s e  a d e l a y  in t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  e m e r g e n c y  b e n e f i t s  
a n d  s i m i l a r  p r o g r a m s .  S e n a t e  B i l l  349 r e m o v e s  a n y  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  is a u t h o r i z e d  to p r o v i d e  s u c h  e m e r g e n c y  a s s i s t a n c e  to  
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h o u t  u n d u e  r e g u l a t o r y  d e l a y .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a d  t o  a d o p t  e m e r g e n c y  r e g u l a t i o n s  in o r d e r  t o  
t a k e  full a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  f e d e r a l  u n e m p l o y m e n t  c o m p e n s a ­

t i o n  e x t e n d e d  b e n e f i t  p r o g r a m .  7 , 1 3 8  i n d i v i d u a l s  in A l a s k a  h a v e  
b e n e f i t t e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .  C o n g r e s s  is c o n s i d e r i n g  
a n o t h e r  e x t e n s i o n  p r o g r a m  at t h i s  time . P a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a­
t i o n  w o u l d  a l l o w  s u c h  an e x t e n s i o n  t o  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  w i t h o u t  
d e l a y .

T h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  o n  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is zero. I u r g e  y o u  t o  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .
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WALTER J. HICKEL, GOVERNOR

MEPAIO'MENT OF LAIKOBI p o nox 211-19
J U N E A U .  A L A S K A  9 9 0 0 2 -  1 1 - 1 9  

P H O N E :  ( 9 0 7 )  - 1 6 5 - 2 7 0 0

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
F A X :  ( 9 0 7 )  - 1 6 5 - 2 7 0 - 1

J a n u a r y  10, 1992

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  D r u e  Pe ar ce , C h a i r  
L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  

P.O. B ox V 
Juneau, A K  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

O n  Mo nd a y ,  J a n u a r y  13, 1992, th e G o v e r n o r  is i n t r o d u c i n g  a 
b i l l  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of s p e c i a l  f e d e r a l  
p r o g r a m s  f o r  u n e m p l o y m e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  At t h i s  t i m e  the  
o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  E m e r g e n c y  U n e m p l o y m e n t  C o m p e n s a t i o n  
P r o g r a m ,  w h i c h  C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  in N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 9 1  is 
a f f e c t e d .

D u e  t o t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of o u r  e m e r g t n c y  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  
t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e s  i n c l u d e d  in t h i s  bill, I u r g e  you to 
s c h e d u l e  a h e a r i n g  as soo n as p o s s i b l e .

T h a n k  you for y o u r  p r o m p t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y

/ ^ IT o hC ?ct:iTohn A. A b s h i r e  
A c t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n e r



D R A F T  T R A N S M I T T A L  L E T T E R  

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. I l l ,  sec. 18,  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  

C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  t h a t  w i l l  c l a r i f y  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r ' s  a u t h o r i t y  to i m p l e m e n t  s p e c i a l  f e d e r a l  

u n e m p l o y m e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .

The b i l l  a d d s  a new s u b s e c t i o n  t o  AS 2 3 . 2 0 . 0 8 0  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r ' s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  i m p l e m e n t  a d d i t i o n a l  

u n em p lo y m en t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  upon a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  by  t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  l a b o r  t h a t  t h e  p ro g ra m  w i l l  b e  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  

s t a t e  an d  i t s  c i t i z e n s .  T h i s  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  a c t  

p r o m p t l y  t o  o b t a i n  b e n e f i t s  for. ,  t h e  s t a t e  a s  t h e y  a r e  made 

a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  u n e m p lo y m e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

p r o g r a m .

AS 2 3 . 2 0 . 0 0 5  a l l o w s  a l i b e r a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  Employment  

S e c u r i t y  A c t  (AS 2 3 . 2 0 ) ,  and  AS 2 3 . 2 0 . 0 8 0  c u r r e n t l y  p r o m o t e s  

f e d e r a l - s t a t e  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  a d o p t  

r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  o b t a i n  a l l  a d v a n t a g e s  a v a i l a b l e  u n d e r  26 U . S .C .  3303 

a n d  3304 ( I n t e r n a l  R evenue  Code) and  t h e  W a g n e r - P e y s e r  A c t  (29 

U . S .C .  49) . The Em ergency  C o m p e n s a t io n  A.ct o f  1991 ( P .L .  1 0 2 -1 6 4 )  

was s i g n e d  i n t o  law  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  on November  15 ,  1 9 9 1 .  I t  made 

1 0 0  p e r c e n t  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s t a t e s  f o r  an  

e m e r g e n c y  unem ploym en t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p r o g r a m .  H ow ever ,  t h e  s t a t e  

was j u s t  a b o u t  t o  " t r i g g e r  on" t o  an  e x t e n d e d  u n e m p lo y m e n t  b e n e f i t s  

p e r i o d  ( u n d e r  AS 2 3 . 2 0 . 4 0 8 )  u n d e r  w hich  o n l y  J50. p e r c e n t  f e d e r a l

1
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f e d e r a l  law, a s t a t e  e n t e r i n g  an e x t e n d e d  b e n e f i t  p e r i o d  w a s  

r e q u i r e d  t o  " t r i g g e r  o f f "  e x t e n d e d  b e n e f i t s  in o r d e r  t o  p r o c e e d  

w i t h  p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  n e w  e m e r g e n c y  u n e m p l o y m e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n .

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  f o u n d  it n e c e s s a r y  co a d o p t  a n  e m e r g e n c y  r e g u l a t i o n ,  

e f f e c t i v e  D e c e m b e r  10, 1991, t o  " t r i g g e r  o f f "  t h e  e x t e n d e d  b e n e f i t  

p e r i o d  a n d  t h u s  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  u n e m p l o y m e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

m o n e y .  P a y i n g  b e n e f i t s  u n d e r  t h e  e x t e n d e d  b e n e f i t s  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  

h a v e  p l a c e d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  on A l a s k a n  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  b u r d e n e d  

A l a s k a ' s  u n e m p l o y m e n t  t r u s t  f u n d  a c c o u n t  (AS 2 3 . 2 0 . 1 3 0 ;

A S  2 3 . 2 0 . 1 3 5 ) .  P r e s e r v i n g  t h e  t r u s t  f u n d  a c c o u n t  c o u l d  r e s u l t  in 

l o w e r  t a x  r a t e s  f o r  e m p l o y e r s  u n d e r  A l a s k a  law. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s o m e  

c l a i m a n t s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  f e d e r a l  e m e r g e n c y  u n e m p l o y m e n t  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  q u a l i f y  f o r  m o r e  b e n e f i t s  u n d e r  t h a t  

p r o g r a m  t h a n  t h e y  w o u l d  u n d e r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e x t e n d e d  b e n e f i t s  

p r o g r a m .  It is e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  A l a s k a  w i l l  b e  a b l e  to s a v e  f r o m  

$ 3 . 5  - $ 7 . 5  m i l l i o n  b y  " t r i g g e r i n g  off" t h e  e x t e n d e d  b e n e f i t  p e r i o d  

t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  f e d e r a l  e m e r g e n c y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  m o n e y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  A S  2 3 . 2 0 . 0 0 5  a n d  

2 3 . 2 0 . 0 8 0  p r o v i d e  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  a c t i o n ,  e x p l i c i t  

a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  act u n d e r  t h e s e ,  a n d  s i m i l a r ,  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  is d e s i r a b l e .

S e c t i o n  2 o f  t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  th e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  in  sec. 1 is 

r e t r o a c t i v e  t o  D e c e m b e r  1, 1991, a n d  sec. 3 p r o v i d e s  a n  i m m e d i a t e

funding would made available to the state. Under the new

2



e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .  T h e se  s e c t i o n s  p r o v i d e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r ' s  e m e r g e n c y  r e g u l a t i o n .

The e x p l i c i t  a u t h o r i t y  p r o v i d e d  by t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  m ore  c l e a r l y  

a u t h o r i z e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  " t r i g g e r e d  o f f "  s t a t u s .  

The e m e r g e n c y  r e g u l a t i o n ,  8  AAC 8 5 .0 4 5 ,  w i l l  e x p i r e  on A p r i l  7, 

1 9 9 2 .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  I u r g e  y o u r  p r o m p t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  an d  

p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

W a l t e r  J .  H i c k e l  

G o v e rn o r

3
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Alaska ̂ tate legislature WHILE IN SESSION 
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State Capitol 
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TO: All Senators

FROM: Senator A1 Adams

RE: Amendm ents to Senate Bill 349

DATE: February 5, 1992

Attached are three amendments to Senate B ill 349 for proposal on the 
Senate floor today. My concerns stem from the broad authority granted in 
this bill to the Department o f  Labor.

The first amendment is due to uncertainty who "interested parties" might  
be in regards to the department's notification requirement. The proposed  
am endm ent guarantees le g is la t iv e  notification .

The second amendment w ould  require the department to notify the 
legislature and interested parties prior to action being taken under this 
s u b s e c t io n .

The third amendment states that use o f  this provision w ill  be lim ited to 
programs that invo lve  only  federal funds. U nem ploym ent programs ex ist  
that invo lve  state funds. I question the desirability and constitutionality  
o f  a llowing the Department of Labor to pass provisions that could affect, 
directly or indirectly, our state treasury.



Senate Bill 349, " A n  A c t  relating to the implementation of special federal 

p r o g r a m s  for u n e m p l o y m e n t  compensation; a n d  providing for an effective 

date."

A m e n d m e n t  N u m b e r  _ / ___

B y  Senator A d a m s

P a g e  1, line 11, after the w o r d  "notify" insert "the legislature and other"



Senate Bill 349, " A n  A c t  relating to the implementation of special federal 

p r o g r a m s  for u n e m p l o y m e n t  compensation; and providing for an effective 

date."

A m e n d m e n t  N u m b e r

B y  Senator A d a m s

P a g e  1, line 11, delete "if action is"

P a g e  1, line 11, insert "prior to action being"
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Senate Bill 349, " A n  Act relating to the implementation of special federal 

p r o g r a m s  for u n e m p l o y m e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n; and providing for an effective 

'date."

A m e n d m e n t  N u m b e r  ^  ' —  — =

B y  Senator A d a m s

I)1

P a g e  1, line 11, add a n e w  sentence to read " T h e  department m a y  act 

under this subsection only if the p r o g r a m  will be [funded entirely with




