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TO: Senator Drue Pearce, Chair
Senate Labor and Commerce Committee

FROM: Senator Dick Eliaso

DATE: April 17, 1991

RE: SB 247 - Relating to the plumbing, mechanical, and boiler
standards of the state

I respectfully request a hearing in the Senate tabor and Commerce 
Committee to take testimony on Senate Bill 247, "Relating to the 
plumbing, mechanical, and boiler standards of the state."

This legislation adopts the 1991 Editions' of the Uniform Plumbing 
Code and the Uniform Mechanical Code as the plumbing and 
mechanical standards of the state. In addition, SB 247 upgrades the 
boiler code to allow automatic utility hot water heaters to be used 
for combined potable water and space heating. The safety 
specifications established by the Department of Labor that must be 
met are outlined in this legislation.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this request.
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Revision Date;____________________________
Title: "An Act relating to the plumbing
and boiler standards of the state."__________
Sponsor: Senator Ellason_______________
Requestor: Senate Labor & Commerce

S T A T E  O F A L A S K A  BILL N O : SSSB 247
1991 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Department Affected: Labor___________
BRU: Labor Standards & Safety __
Component: ________________

Mechanical Inspection________
COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 3 4 6

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact:____________None
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April 30, 1991

Position  Paper

SB 247 - Updating the Plumbing Code

The Alaska Municipal League supports SB 247 which would adopt the 1991 edition 
of the Uniform Plumbing Code as the minimum plumbing code for the State of 
Alaska, and that allows a municipality to adopt and enforce codes that are at least 
as strict as the code.

Quoting from the AML’s 1991 Policy Statement:

"The League supports the adoption of the national plumbing codes as the 
standards for Alaska." (page 47)

By adopting the the 1991 edition of the Uniform Plumbing Code as the minimum 
plumbing code, the state can eliminate the conflicts that now exist among state and 
local building code officials, expedite municipal capital projects and private 
construction projects, and reduce construction costs.

Attached is City and Borough of Juneau Resolution No. 1505 on the same subject.

Attachment

sab6:pos.plumb

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties



P r e s e n t e d  by: T h e  M a n a g e r
I n t r o d u c e d :  0 4 / 1 5 / SI
D r a f t e d  by: B.J.B.

S e r i a l  No. 1505

A  R E S O L U T I O N  U R G I N G  T H E  A L A S K A  L E G I S L A T U R E  T O  A D O P T  S E N A T E  
B I L L  NO. 247 W H I C H  W O U L D  A D O P T  T H E  1991 E D I T I O N  O F  T H E  U N I F O R M  
P L U M B I N G  C O D E  A S  T H E  M I N I M U M  P L U M B I N G  C O D E  F O R  T H E  S T A T E  O F  
A L A S K A .

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  1979 E d i t i o n  of t h e  U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  C o d e  is 
n o w  t h e  m i n i m u m  p l u m b i n g  c o d e  for t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  m a n y  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  in A l a s k a  h a v e  a d o p t e d  m o r e  
r e c e n t  e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  Code, a n d

W H E R E A S ,  c o n f l i c t s  n o w  e x i s t  a m o n g  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  
b u i l d i n g  c o d e  o f f i c i a l s  d u e  to  s t a t e  e n f o r c e m e n t  of t h e  1979 
U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  Code, p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  u s e  of 
p l a s t i c  pipe, a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h i s  c o n f l i c t  h a s  a f f e c t e d  m u n i c i p a l  c a p i t a l  
i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s  as w e l l  as p r i v a t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s ,  
a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  a n d  s a f e  u s e  of p l a s t i c  p i p i n g  
m a t e r i a l s  in A l a s k a  w i l l  l o w e r  b o t h  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t s  a n d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  of p l u m b i n g  
s y s t e m s  t o  c o r r o s i o n  a n d  f r e e z e - t h a w  d a m age, and

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  A l a s k a  M u n i c i p a l  L e a g u e  a n d  m a n y  A l a s k a n  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f i r e  c h i efs, 
f i r e f i g h t e r s ,  b u i l d i n g  o f f i c i a l s ,  h o m e b u i l d e r s ,  a n d  a r c h i t e c t s  
h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  the a d o p t i o n  by  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  
m o s t  r e c e n t  U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  Code, a n d

W H E R E A S ,  S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 247 w o u l d  a d o p t  t h e  1991 E d i t i o n  
of t h e  U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  C o d e  as t h e  m i n i m u m  p l u m b i n g  c o d e  for 
t h e  S t a t e  of  A l a s k a ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  of J u n e a u  L o w  I n c o m e  
H o u s i n g  T a s k  F o r c e  r e v i e w e d  th i s  i s s u e  a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  
t h e  A s s e m b l y  a d o p t  a r e s o l u t i o n  u r g i n g  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
t o  a d o p t  t h e  1 9 9 1  U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  Code, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  on p l a s t i c  p i pe;

RESOLUTION OF THE C IT Y  AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU , ALASKA



NOW, T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  A S S E M B L Y  O F  T H E  
C I T Y  A N D  B O R O U G H  O F  J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A :

1. T h a t  t h e  A s s e m b l y  u r g e s  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  
a d o p t  S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 247 w h i c h  w o u l d  a d o p t  t h e  1 9 9 1  E d i t i o n  
of t h e  U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  Code, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  p l a s t i c  pipe, a s  t h e  m i n i m u m  p l u m b i n g  c o d e  f o r  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a ska.

2. E f f e c t i v e  D a t e . T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  e f f e c t i v e  
i m m e d i a t e l y  u p o n  adopt i o n .

A d o p t e d  t h i s  15th d a y  of A p r i l ,  1991.

A t t e s t

-2- Res. 1505



U n ite d  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  J o u rn e y m e n  an d  A p p re n t ic e s  o f  th e  
P lu m b in g  a n d  P ip e  F it t in g  In d u s t r y

PLUMBERS (V: STEAM TITTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 367

610  W. 5 4T H  A V E N U E  • A N C H O R A G E , A L A S K A  99518 

D A R R E I I SM ITH , B U S IN E S S  M A N A G E R  

P H O N E  (907) 562-2810
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A p r i l  2 3 ,  1 9 9 1

D i c k  E l i a s o n ,  S e n a t o r  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
P . O .  B o x  "V"
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a .  9 9 8 1 1

R e :  S e n a t e  B i l l  # 2 4 7 .  An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  P l u m b i n g ,
M e c h a n i c a l  a n d  B o i l e r  S t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

D e a r  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n :

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  q u i c k  p a s s a g e  o f  
SB # 2 4 7 .  T h i s  L o c a l  U n i o n  h a s  b e e n  c r i t i c a l  o f  p r e v i o u s  
N a t i o n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  P l u m b i n g  C o d e s  a n d  t h e i r  a d o p t i o n  i n  
A l a s k a .  We h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a n d  r e v i e w e d  t h e  "NEW" C o d e  s t a n d a r d s  
a n d  f e e l  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a L e  a n d  s h o u l d  
b e  a d o p t e d .

We a l s o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  "NEW" B o i l e r  C o d e  u p g r a d e ' s  a n d  f e e l  
t h i s  w i l l  a l s o  b r i n g  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  n e w  
t e c h n o l o g y  o f  h e a t i n g  s y s t e m s  a l r e a d y  i n  u s e  i n  o t h e r  S t a t e s .

A g a i n ,  I  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  B i l l .

I f  I  m a y  b e  o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  p l e a s e  
a d v i s e .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

D a r r e l l  F .  S m i t h  
B u s i n e s s  M a n a g e r  
U . A .  L o c a l  3 6 7



I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  B u i l d i n g  O f f i c i a l s

Alaska Southeast Chapter

P O S I T I O N  PAPER I N  SUPPORT OF SPONSOR SU BSTITU TE FOR 
SENATE B I L L  2 4 7  "AN ACT RELATING TO THE PLUMBING 

AND B O IL E R  STANDARDS OF THE S T A T E . "

O u r  m e m b e r s h i p  s u p p o r t s  the a d o p t i o n  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  s a f e t y  

c o d e s  in a t i m e l y  m a n n e r .  The 1991 v e r s i o n  of the U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  

C o d e  (UPC) a d o p t e d  b y  th i s  A c t  wi l l  c l e a r l y  s e r v e  the best 

i n t e r e s t s  of A l a s k a n  r e s i d e n t s .

P O B o x  2 1 1 4 1 1  A u k e  B a y ,  A K .  9 9 8 2  1
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b i a a May 3, 1991

Afliliiuecl wiili NAMB

The Honor a b l e  Drue Pearce 
The Senate
Al a s k a  State L e gisla ture 
P 0 Bo x V (MS 3100)
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Senator Pearce:

I am w r iting on behalf of the Building  Industry A ssociation  of 
Ancho r a g e  c oncer ning Senate Bill No. 247, a bill for an act 
en t it led "An A c t  re lating to the plumbing, mechanical, and boiler 
standards of the state." I w o u l d  encourage your considerat ion of 
wa iting to pass this bill out of committee until the proposed 
standards are available for and have gone through a review process.

The h o m ebuil ders in our A s s o c i a t i o n  are quite  active in the 
tMunicipality of Anchor a g e ' s  code review process. They are very 
c o g n izant of the process and the debate any  code changes undergo 
to be adopted. They are also aware that changes are usually not 
sweepin g nor nece ss a r i l y  impractical, so the idea of adopting the 
1991 e d ition of the U n i f o r m  Plumb i n g  Code, the 1991 edition of the 
U n i f o r m  Swim ming Pool, Spa, and H o t  Tub Code, and the 1991 edition 
of the U n i f o r m  Solar E n e r g y  Code is not inherently one we oppose.

It has, however, always been the p ractice to adopt any code or 
re v is ion to a code only after that code has been read and reviewed 
by committe es of individuals a f f ected by given  regulations. This 
gives interested parties an opp ort u n i t y  to clarify what is me ant 
by any changes and to a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  or not adaptations to local 
condit ions will need to be made. This process makes any code more 
wo r k a b l e  and often more in line with the i nten t of the regulation.

W h i l e  the a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  codes have-'.all b e e n  adopted by the 
In t er national A s s o c i a t i o n  of P l u m b i n g  and Me chan i c a l  Officials, 
copies of the codes to read and to review are not yet available, 
not even for the code o f f i cials w h o  will need to enforce them.
The M u n i c i p a l i t y  of A n c h o r a g e  is even now putt ing together the 
commit tees which will r e v i e w  these and several other codes in their 
e n t i r e t y  and in depth. This review process will be complete by the 
end of the summer. We urge y o u  to w a i t  on passing SB 247 until this 
can be a c c o m p l i s h e d  and i n f o rmed opinions about the codes involved 
may be made available to you.

Ve r y  truly,

M aiy  i \ . »»cuu
Executive* Officer

Building Industry Association of Anchorage, Inc.
7891 S ch o on , U n it E  • A n ch o rag e , A la sk a  99518  • (907) 522-3605




