


HOUSE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND TOURISM

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE P.0. BOX V,JUNEAU 99811

(907) 465-2973
MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 24, 1992
TO: Senator Drue Pearce, Chair

Senate Labor and Commerce Committee
FROM: Representative Tom MoyerT/GCh~"ir

House Special Committee on

International Trade and Tourism
RE: HJR 81 "Relating to travel advisories issued by the

Department of State"

I would like to respectfully request that you schedule HJR 81,
which relates to travel advisories issued by the Department of

State, for a hearing at your earliest convenience. I've attached
back-up information on this resolution, along with <copies of
numerous articles on the Alaska-Canada Highway. The resolution

passed the House unanimously on Friday, March 20.

As you probably know, the resolution is the direct result of a
travel advisory issued by the U.S. State Department's Bureau of
Consular Affairs in early February. The State Department issued
this advisory on the Yukon and the Alaska-Canada (Alcan) Highway,
which was very negative for both Alaska and the Yukon and there
were many erroneous statements in the advisory. These advisories
are issued in written form and also placed on a recording that can
be accessed by dialing a hotline number.

After prodding from the Yukon and Alaska tourism offices and the
Alaska Congressional delegation this advisory was finally reworded
and the recording was also changed. I still believe that the
Legislature should go on record urging the State Department to
contact states and other entities that might be affected by such

advisories in the future.

Thank you for your prompt scheduling of HJR 81.
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 81
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House Special Committee on International Trade and

Tourism

Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Ak 99811

Dear People,

The 103 members of the Skagway Chamber of Commerce
support House Joint Resolution No. 81. Many
members of the community as well as paid members
of the city staff have worked hard for an extended
length of time to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the building of the Alaskan Highway. Some
people may not be aware that Skagway played an
important role in the building of this road. Most
of the soldiers who worked on it came in through
our town, as did much of the equipment and
supplies. It had a major impact on our town, as
well as our town and the availability of it's port
had a major impact on the ability to build the
road and therefore open up access to the rest of
the state.

We have worked hard to build up this story and
have invited many of the former soldiers to visit
during this celebration.

In addition, many of our people drive the Alaskan
Highway. We were quite disturbed by the issuance
of the travel advisory. Our experiences with the
road did not fit with what was stated.

We support your efforts to head off any other
ill-thought out advisories.

Sincerely,

Sharon Bolton
President
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Canada — Notice

Canada * Notice
February 4, 1992

Slummaxy: lIhcm has been ail increased number ofcases ofmeningococcal disease inseveral
excaa ofeastern Canada, Although the risk. for travelers lavery low, U.S. travelers may wish to
consider having thefc-ehl Idrea.batween the age* of2 and 19 vaccinated againfitthe disease. In
addition, inWestern Canada, theYukon. Un itery lacommemorating the 50th-anniversary of
the building ofthe Alcan Highway - it© -Rendesvous 92." U.S. traveletsplanning to attend
"Rendezvous 92 “Should be aware of and take appropriate precautions related to travel m the far
norty. End summary.* »
o %k | |

0 # 0
Meatngltisi The U.S, Centers for Dt&eé&se Control and toe Quebec and Ontario Health Ministries
have issued a health alert concerning the increased. fTumber of cases ol meningococcal dlsesce In
several areas ofeastern Canada. The affected areas Include the Ottawa-Carlton area, the
Laurentidea region north ofMontreal The LanaudJens region, the Outaouaia area inWest Quebec,
and Prince Edward Island. As a preventive measure, ftprogram of vacdjarttnn isbeing
instituted for children to those areas. The riskfor short-term traveler* isvery .lowand no
particular precautions ore needed for those traveling to the affected areas for most activities,
such aa skiingor shopping. However, because thenumber ofcases among eelieol-agcd children,
is substantially above normal, vaccinations should be considered for children 2 through 19
years ofage traveling to the affected areas Htheywillbo invery dose physical contact with local
achoal-agcd children, or will be stayingmore than three days and expect to have social contact
wi'th local school-aged children. Ideally, the vaccine shouldbe administered at least 10 flays
before trael. Vaccination, isnot recommftnded fox chfldien under two years ofage, and adults
arc considered atvery krw risk. Feu fuithcr information, contact the Centers for Disease
Control"s International Hotline at (404) 332-4559.

%

"Rendezvous 02"; 1892 marks the 50th anniversary of the building ofthe Alcan Highway. The
Yukon territory is commemorating the eventwith a aeries of highly publicized celebrations
throughout the year as part of its ‘Rendezvous 92“telebration. As Canadian cUJdals anticipate
a large Influx of U_S. virttoia. it isworthwhile for U.S. citizens to keep inmind potential
problems when traveling in the far north.

The Frontier: The Yukon isdefinitely frontier lerrtlojy, Faculties for cor repair outside of the
capital, Whitehorse, are extremely limited. Almost all consumer goods must be brought in from
other parts of Canada or Alaska over long distances, itla 1200 milec from Edmonton to
Whitehorse and. 1500 mile* IVom Vancouver toWhltehoroe, The ay* offood, gas, etc. can be
triplewhat rwould be In the U.S.

S«Ortk 03-0T-02 \Oi30AM vooa tt
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Tn* Highway* TheAlcan highway runs from Edmonton. Alberta, through British Columbia
(Dawson Creek; Port St. John, Fort Nelson) through the Yukon (Watson Lake, Whitehorse) and
irutbAlaska. Formoat of Its length itisa two or four tone dMdcd highway. Most of itis ingood
condition and previously rough sections have been repaired for the celebrations.- The distance*
arevast The highway runs through some spdctaculariybeautifhlarea*, but much ofthe areau
owswntiaiiy uninhabited. Even during peak tourist season, traffic outside of towns can be very
sparse. ,

I
Lodging: a full range of camping and motel lodging can be found intheYukon. Further away
Cram population centers, the tacflitie* can range from primitive to non-existent.Several new
motels and campgroufaria are opening thisyear, buttravelers®arc advised to have confirmed
roceiratiwt®, especially for the Whitehorse area, during the peak summer months.

Medical Caro: As with car repair, medical fodlitiea are extremely limited outside of VThitehoroe.
C«e con be expensive and most hospitalsand clinicswill inaJ»ton payment before discharge.

While some (bidnot all) now accept Visa or Mastercard, most wih notwait forpayment from
insurance companies. Problems with collectingbills .fronAmerican* have miide medical
institutions increasingly cautious. Travelers should check tomake sure theirmedical a-id auto
insurance covers themwhile inCanada. Inmany instances a.suiplemental policy isrequired, * *

sirexix<@jK while not Imted to the Yukon, an travelerstoCanada should keep Inmind Canada®s
extremely strict laws regarding flresuns. Ingeneral, handguns are not permitted to Canada.
Canadian law requires that official*must confiscate guns frccaanyone crossing-the border .who
donfca having a gun inhis/her possession. The confiscatedguns are never returned. Itis
possible to take hunting rifles into Canada -under certaindicuxnatances. Anyone considering it
should contact the nearest Canadian consulate in advance for detailed informationand mm
instruction. luall cases, travelers ftSouid declare any firearms m their possession to Canadian
customs authoritieswhen entering Canada. =Ifthe traveler isdenied permission to bring the
firearm into Canada, inmany cases there are DadliBfiane*r the bolder crossing where firearms-
could be eunvmriftred and stored pending the travtieriaretum, to the U-3.

Information: For further information/assistance U.SI. citizens traveling to "Rendezvous $2 ~
may contact the Consular Section ofthe U.S. Consulate General at 1073 Wart aeoxgl& St.,
Vancouver, CanadaY6E -4E9 at tel.: (604) 885-4311. Those travelingtoeasternCanadamay

contact the Consular Section of the U.S. Embassy at 100 Wellington St. Ottawa, CanadaKIP 5T1
ettel: (613)336-5338.

No. 02-016

-This advisory alerts U.S. citizens to an increased number ofcase* ofmeningitis, in eastern m
Canada-and potential problems in the Yukor\ territory due to the anticipated large influx of
visitors for "Rendezvous 02."
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