


BILL NO: House Bill No. 4S9 DATE: February 21, 1992

TITLE: "An Actrelating to the safety CONTACT: Arbe W illiams
requirements for boilers, unfired 465-2700
pressure vessels, and elevators;

and providing for an effective

date."”
House Bill No. 489, "An Act relating to the safety requirements for boilers, unfired
pressure vessels, and elevators; and providing for an effective date." enables better

management of inspection schedules for boilers and unfired pressure vessels and
implements the most current set of nationally adopted standards for boilers and

pressure vessels and for elevators and escalators.

The bill amends the law to require that the Department of Labor is notified of the
installation ofa boilerorunfired pressure vessel and repeals the requirementthatthe
State inspectboilers and unfired pressure vessels during installation. Currently, there
is no assurance thatthe Departmentisinformed ofthe installation. Jn addition, there
is a current backlog of approxim ately 5,000 inspections. These amendments would
insure that the Department of Labor is provided with information concerning the

installation of boilers or unfired pressure vessels and allow the Department to

schedule inspections more efficiently.

House Bill No. 489 also amends AS 18.60.315 to adoptthe mostcurrent edition ofthe
manual thatsets the inspection standard for the State for boiler and pressure vessels
and amends AS 18.60.800(a) to adoptthe most current edition ofthe safety code for
elevators and escalators. The amendment excludes a new section ofthe code which
provides for the inspection of elevators on offshore drilling rigs and on ships; these

inspections are within the jurisdiction ofthe U.S. Coast Guard.
The bill also removes some specific inspection certificate posting requirements in order
to address practical problem s that arise in attem pting to meetthose requirements for

a certificate that covers more than one boiler or pressure vessel.

The Department of Labor supports this legislation.
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WALTERJ HGHE, GOER\CR

DEPARTMENT OE LAROR P.O. fiOX 21149

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99802-1149

PHONE: (907) 465-2700

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

FAX: (907) 465-2784

April 15, 1992

The Honorable Drue Pearce

Chair, Labor & Commerce Committee
Alaska State Senate

P.0. Box V

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Pearce:

House Bill No. 489, "An Act relating to the safety requirements for
boilers, unfired pressure vessels, and elevators; and providing for
an effective date"” passed the House April 1l4th, was transmitted to
the Senate and has been referred to the Senate Labor & Commerce
Committee. I am requesting that you schedule it for a hearing as

soon as possible.

The bill was introduced by the House Labor & Commerce Committee at
the request of the Department. This legislation will enable better
management of inspection schedules for boilers and unfired pressure
vessels and will implement the most current set of nationally
adopted standards for boilers and pressure vessels and for
elevators and escalators.

Thank you for your consideration of my request for a hearing on

House Bill No. 489. A sectional analysis, Department Position
Paper, fiscal note and a copy of the bill are enclosed for your
information. Please do not hesitate to <contact my Special

Assistant, Arbe williams, 1if you would like additional information.

Sincerely,

C. W. Mahlen
Commissioner

CWM: k'n

Enclosures



Section-by-Sectior. Analysis

House Bill No. 489
Boiler, Pressure Vessel & Elevator Safety

House Bill No. 489, "An Act relating to the safety requirements for boilers, unfired pressure
vessels, and elevators; and providing for an effective date.” enables better management of
inspection schedules for boilers and unfired pressure vessels, and implements the most current
set of nationally-adopted standards for boilers and pressure vessels, elevators and escalators.

Section 1 adds the requirement that the Department of Labor is notified of the installation of a
boiler or unfired pressure vessel. Currently, the law requires inspection of each boiler and
unfired pressure vessel during installation. However, there is no assurance that the Department
is informed of the installation. In addition, there is a current backlog of approximately 5,000
inspections. This amendment would insure that the Department of Labor is provided with
information concerning the installation of boilers or unfired pressure vessels and allow the
Department to schedule inspections more efficiently. T"

Section 2 amends AS 18.60.315 to adopt the most current edition of the manual that sets the
inspection standards for boilers and pressure vessels.

Section 3 removes some specific inspection certificate posting requirements in order to address
practical problems that arise in attempting to meet those requirements for a certificate that covers

more than one boiler or pressure vessel.

Section 4 amends AS 18.60.800(a) to adopt the most current edition of the safety code for
elevators and escalators. The amendment excludes a new section of the code which provides for
the inspection of elevators on offshore drilling rigs and on ships; these inspections are within the
jurisdiction of the U.S. Coast Guard.

Section 5 repeals the requirement that the State inspect boilers and unfired pressure vessels
during installation. The current requirement is impractical because the Department of Labor has
no requirement for notification of an installation. By repealing this section and enacting Section
1,new installations can be tracked and inspections scheduled in an efficient manner.

Section 6 provides for an effective date of July 1, 1992.
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