


B IL L  N O : House Bill No. 4S9 D A T E : February 21, 1992

T I T L E :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s a f e t y

r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  b o i l e r s ,  u n f i r e d  

p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l s ,  a n d  e l e v a t o r s ;  

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e . "

C O N T A C T :  A r b e  W i l l i a m s  

4 6 5 - 2 7 0 0

H o u s e  B i l l  N o .  4 8 9 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  b o i l e r s ,  u n f i r e d  

p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l s ,  a n d  e l e v a t o r s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  e n a b l e s  b e t t e r  

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  s c h e d u l e s  f o r  b o i l e r s  a n d  u n f i r e d  p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l s  a n d  

i m p l e m e n t s  t h e  m o s t  c u r r e n t  s e t  o f  n a t i o n a l l y  a d o p t e d  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  b o i l e r s  a n d  

p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l s  a n d  f o r  e l e v a t o r s  a n d  e s c a l a t o r s .

T h e  b i l l  a m e n d s  t h e  l a w  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  i s  n o t i f i e d  o f  t h e  

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a  b o i l e r  o r  u n f i r e d  p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l  a n d  r e p e a l s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  

S t a t e  i n s p e c t  b o i l e r s  a n d  u n f i r e d  p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l s  d u r i n g  i n s t a l l a t i o n .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e r e  

i s  n o  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  i s  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n .  J n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  

i s  a  c u r r e n t  b a c k l o g  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 , 0 0 0  i n s p e c t i o n s .  T h e s e  a m e n d m e n t s  w o u l d  

i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  i s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  b o i l e r s  o r  u n f i r e d  p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l s  a n d  a l l o w  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  

s c h e d u l e  i n s p e c t i o n s  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t l y .

H o u s e  B i l l  N o .  4 8 9  a l s o  a m e n d s  A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 3 1 5  t o  a d o p t  t h e  m o s t  c u r r e n t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  

m a n u a l  t h a t  s e t s  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  s t a n d a r d  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  f o r  b o i l e r  a n d  p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l s  

a n d  a m e n d s  A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 8 0 0 ( a )  t o  a d o p t  t h e  m o s t  c u r r e n t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  s a f e t y  c o d e  f o r  

e l e v a t o r s  a n d  e s c a l a t o r s .  T h e  a m e n d m e n t  e x c l u d e s  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o d e  w h i c h  

p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  e l e v a t o r s  o n  o f f s h o r e  d r i l l i n g  r i g s  a n d  o n  s h i p s ;  t h e s e  

i n s p e c t i o n s  a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  U . S .  C o a s t  G u a r d .

T h e  b i l l  a l s o  r e m o v e s  s o m e  s p e c i f i c  i n s p e c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  p o s t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  o r d e r  

t o  a d d r e s s  p r a c t i c a l  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  a r i s e  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  m e e t  t h o s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  

a  c e r t i f i c a t e  t h a t  c o v e r s  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  b o i l e r  o r  p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

P O S I T I O N  P A P E R / D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r
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WALTER J. HICKEL, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O E  L A R O R P . O .  f i O X  2 1 1 4 9

J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  9 9 8 0 2 - 1 1 4 9

P H O N E :  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 7 0 0

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
F A X :  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 7 8 4

A p r i l  15, 1 9 9 2

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  D r u e  P e a r c e  

C h a i r ,  L a b o r  &  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  

P . O .  B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

H o u s e  B i l l  N o .  4 8 9 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  

b o i l e r s ,  u n f i r e d  p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l s ,  a n d  e l e v a t o r s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  

a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e "  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  A p r i l  1 4 t h ,  w a s  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  

t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  

C o m m i t t e e .  I a m  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  y o u  s c h e d u l e  i t  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  a s  

s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

T h e  b i l l  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  a t  

t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  e n a b l e  b e t t e r  

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  s c h e d u l e s  f o r  b o i l e r s  a n d  u n f i r e d  p r e s s u r e  

v e s s e l s  a n d  w i l l  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  m o s t  c u r r e n t  s e t  o f  n a t i o n a l l y  

a d o p t e d  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  b o i l e r s  a n d  p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l s  a n d  f o r  
e l e v a t o r s  a n d  e s c a l a t o r s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  m y  r e q u e s t  f o r  a h e a r i n g  o n  

H o u s e  B i l l  N o .  4 8 9 .  A  s e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  P o s i t i o n  

P a p e r ,  f i s c a l  n o t e  a n d  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  b i l l  a r e  e n c l o s e d  f o r  y o u r  

i n f o r m a t i o n .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m y  S p e c i a l  

A s s i s t a n t ,  A r b e  w i l l i a m s ,  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C.  W. M a h l e n  

C o m m i s s i o n e r

CWM: k'n

E n c l o s u r e s



Section-by-Sectior. Analysis

H o u s e  Bill No. 489 

Boiler, Pressure Vessel &  Elevator Safety

H o u s e  Bill No. 489, " A n  Act relating to the safety requirements for boilers, unfired pressure 

vessels, a n d  elevators; a n d  providing for an effective date." enables better man a g e m e n t  of 

inspection schedules for boilers and unfired pressure vessels, and implements the most current 

set of nationally-adopted standards for boilers and pressure vessels, elevators and escalators.

Section 1 adds the requirement that the Department of Labor is notified of the installation of a 

boiler or unfired pressure vessel. Currently, the law requires inspection of each boiler and 

unfired pressure vessel during installation. However, there is no assurance that the Department 

is informed of the installation. In addition, there is a current backlog of approximately 5,000 

inspections. This a m e n d m e n t  would insure that the Department of Labor is provided with 

information concerning the installation of boilers or unfired pressure vessels and allow the 

Department to schedule inspections mor e  efficiently. T  '

Section 2 a mends A S  18.60.315 to adopt the most current edition of the manual that sets the 

inspection standards for boilers and pressure vessels.

Section 3 removes s o m e  specific inspection certificate posting requirements in order to address 

practical problems that arise in attempting to meet those requirements for a certificate that covers 

more than one boiler or pressure vessel.

Section 4 a m e n d s  A S  18.60.800(a) to adopt the most current edition of the safety code for 

elevators and escalators. T h e  a m e n d m e n t  excludes a n e w  section of the code which provides for 

the inspection of elevators on offshore drilling rigs and on ships; these inspections are within the 

jurisdiction of the U.S. Coast Guard.

Section 5 repeals the requirement that the State inspect boilers and unfired pressure vessels 

during installation. The current requirement is impractical because the Department of Labor has 

no requirement for notification of an installation. B y  repealing this section and enacting Section 

1, n e w  installations can be tracked and inspections scheduled in an efficient manner.

Section 6 provides for an effective date of July 1, 1992.
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